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As scrutiny continues over diversity in film and opportuni-
ties for African Americans in Hollywood, some black actors
and producers are looking to another avenue where they

see growth - the Web. Success stories like Issa Rae, whose
“Awkward Black Girl” Internet comedy series was so successful
she received a development deal with HBO, have opened the
door for others who may have found more traditional avenues in
Hollywood closed. So as the American Black Film Festival opened
in New York this week for its 19th year, it has turned its focus to
the Web. “Degrassi” star Andrea Lewis is among those finding
more exposure on the Internet. Used to being the only black per-
son on set, when Lewis was not getting the roles she wanted, she
decided not going to wait.

“Instead of wondering where the next opportunity can come, I
said, ‘I am going to come up with it and do it myself,’” Lewis said.
She took to the Web with her comedy series “Black Actress,” shar-
ing the narrative of black women trying to make it in the industry.
The 10- to 20-minute episodes include the storyline of a young
women going on auditions, woven in with real-life interviews
from actresses such as Tatyana Ali  and “Powers’” Naturi
Naughton. They discuss the lack of significant roles offered, and
the struggle to live creatively. Lewis said she created “Black
Actress” after she was introduced as the “urban one” by a cast
member. “I was seen as the black one on the set, not as a peer or
another actor who is trying to work,” she said. “It was an uncom-
fortable experience for me and also for the others who were
there.” 

Ideal situation
Now Lewis is writing, producing and acting on her own terms.

She is working on three other Web series and a feature film with
Jungle Wild Productions. For her, the Internet offers “creative
freedom and there is no gatekeeper on what you can put out
with your team.” Her show is featured as a part of the festival’s
“2015 Web Originals” panel. Other events at ABFF, which runs

until Sunday, include the New York premiere of “Dope” and a
conversation with ABFF ambassador and “Empire” star Taraji P
Henson. Jeff Friday, co-founder of the ABFF, said using the
Internet and social media is an easy way for young actors and
producers to get themselves out there and create content.
“You’ve got to try to take your own destiny in your own hands
and there is no excuse now,” he said. 

Rae, the creator and star of “Awkward Black Girl” and the HBO-
ordered pilot “Insecure,” is joining Andrea Lewis and the creators
of website BlackandSexy.tv, Numa Perrier and Dennis Dortch, for
the panel “How to Create and Monetize a Successful Web Series.”
Rae said events like these are important at ABFF because “a lot of
people don’t know how to get started and how to make money.”
Rae’s success comes after creating multiple web series and pro-
ducing other projects with her company, Color Creative. “I got
into this industry initially as a fan and to be able to use my plat-
form to support other up-and-coming artists that I am a fan of.
That’s an ideal situation for me,” she said.

Appreciating  freedom
When she created her first Web series in 2007, her main con-

cern was creating more roles for black women and creating con-
tent for the type of humor she enjoyed. “I never thought that any-
one would really pay to see my work online,” Rae said. BuzzFeed
actress and comedian Quinta Brunson, known as Quinta B, started
with posting funny self-made videos on Vine and Instagram. Now
she is making videos for a major media company on topics such
as the perks of being short, the struggle to gain weight and the
best free bread at restaurants. 

She said she is able to express herself as a writer and comedi-
an that she would not be able to do anywhere else. “The thing I
like the most about BuzzFeed is I do the kind of video where it’s
just me being a person,” Brunson said, “especially as a black
women, I appreciate the freedom to decide who I’ll be rather than
being told who I will be.”—AP

Black film festival shifts focus to Web as options expand

Producer, director and writer Issa Rae, creator of the
YouTube series ‘The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl,’
poses for a photo at her home in Los Angeles. — AP

Anew thriller starring Will Ferrell and
Kristen Wiig will air later this month on
Lifetime after experiencing some real-

life drama of its own. The network says “A
Deadly Adoption” will premiere June 20 at 8
pm EDT. But the fate of the film seemed in
question a few weeks ago when its planned
secrecy was spoiled. Ferrell then issued a
statement that he and Wiig thought it was “in
the best interest for everyone to forego the
project entirely.”

Although there was no further comment
from the “Saturday Night Live” alums, Ferrell’s
statement was assumed to be a joke. The
movie is described as a high-stakes dramatic
thriller about a couple (Ferrell and Wiig) who
house and care for a pregnant woman
(Jessica Lowndes of “90210”) during the final
months of her pregnancy with the hopes of
adopting her unborn child. — AP

The Internet of Things connecting everyday
items with sensors-is hitting the beach in
time for the northern hemisphere’s sum-

mer with a bikini that says when it’s time to
apply more sun screen. The made-to-measure
invention comes from France-the country that
invented the bikini-but with a price tag that
might make even the well-tanned beach ama-
zon blanch: 149 euros ($167). For that price,
though, the wearer will get a two-piece swim-
suit with a small detachable ultraviolet sensor
that, through a smartphone or tablet, sends a
“sun screen alert” when the user’s skin needs
more protective sunblock cream.

The detector is calibrated to the wearer’s skin
type and how much of a tan she wants to get.
And there’s even a “Valentine” function that
sends the message to a boyfriend’s smartphone
so he knows when to apply the cream to his girl-
friend’s skin. “The idea came to me right away,
on a day when I saw someone get sunburnt on a

beach,” the Frenchwoman behind the smart
bikinis, Marie Spinali, said. 

‘Not a gimmick’ 
She started her company, Spinali Design, last

month in the eastern French town of Mulhouse
where she lives, and sells the bikinis through her
website. “There are flowerpots that give an alert
when plants need watering, so I thought it was
time to invent something to warn when the sun
is too strong,” she said. “It’s not a gimmick,” she
added, explaining that often when people think
to add more suncream, it’s too late and they
already have sunburn. An expert,  Doctor
Claudine Blanchet-Bardon of France’s National
Association of Dermatologists, said the device
was “interesting, because anything that warns
people against UV exposure is good”.—AFP

Lifetime film with Ferrell, 
Wiig debuts June 20

Will Ferrell arrives at the Saturday Night
Live 40th Anniversary Special at Rockefeller
Plaza in New York. — AP photos

Kristen Wiig arrives at the Saturday Night
Live 40th Anniversary Special at Rockefeller
Plaza in New York.

In time for summer: A ‘connected’ 
bikini that tells you how to tan

Guitarist/composer Nobuki Takamen from Japan performs with drummer Yutaka Uchida and
bassist Daniel Foose at the Japan Information and Culture Center during the DC Jazz Festival
in Washington, DC. — AFP 


