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DANNEMORA: Squads of law enforce-
ment officers yesterday began a seventh
day of trying to track down two murder-
ers who escaped from a maximum-secu-
rity prison in northern New York and
could be hiding out in swampy terrain
swarming with blood-sucking insects.

Armed officers in body armor board-
ed New York state prison system buses
soon after dawn in the village of
Dannemora, where David Sweat and
Richard Matt used power tools to cut
their way out of their neighboring cells
last weekend. Meanwhile, suspicions
swirled around a female prison employ-
ee believed to have had a role in the
escape last weekend.

The hundreds of state, federal and
local officers spent Thursday searching a
swampy patch of woods just east of
Dannemora after investigators received
tips that the convicts were in the area.
Tracking dogs had picked up the scent
in the morning. Search teams slogged
knee-deep through marshes and steams
and endured the Adirondacks’ biggest
warm-weather nuisances: swarms of
black flies and mosquitoes.

40-foot walls 
The main road leading into

Dannemora, remained closed for a sec-
ond day yesterday, as did the local
school district. Investigators believe the
prison employee had agreed to be the
getaway driver, but she never showed
up, a person close to the case told The
Associated Press. Sweat, 34, and Matt,

48, cut through steel and bricks and
crawled through an underground steam
pipe. They emerged from a manhole
outside the 40-foot walls of the maxi-
mum-security Clinton Correctional
Facility, about 20 miles south of the
Canadian border, and were discovered
missing early Saturday, authorities said.

The person close to the investigation
said authorities believe Joyce Mitchell -
an instructor at the prison tailor shop,
where the two convicts worked - had
befriended the men and was supposed
to pick them up Saturday morning.
Mitchell has not been charged. Matt
was serving 25 years to life for the 1997
kidnap, torture and hacksaw dismem-
berment of Matt’s 76-year-old former
boss, whose body was found in pieces
in a river. After the killing, Matt fled to
Mexico, where he killed a man outside a
bar.

Sweat was doing life without parole
for his part in the 2002 killing of sheriff’s
Deputy Kevin Tarsia, who was shot 15
times and run over after discovering
Sweat and two accomplices transferring
stolen guns between vehicles. Virtanen
reported from Albany. 

Contraband used suspected 
A married woman smuggled contra-

band into a maximum-security New
York prison for two convicted killers
who cut their way to freedom from the
jail a prosecutor said yesterday. Joyce
Mitchell “provided some form of equip-
ment or tools to the convicts before

they escaped. 
The Clinton Correctional Facility,

Andrew Wylie, Clinton County District
Attorney said “I’m not going to get into
the details of exactly what she brought
into the facility. But to confirm, she has
not brought power tools into the facili-
ty based on our investigation.” 

Mitchell  has been questioned
almost daily and is cooperating, but
has not yet been charged, Wylie said,
although he told CNN that he was con-
sidering accessory and contraband
charges. The Wall Street Journal report-
ed that prison officials also investigated
in the last 12 months whether Mitchell
formed a relationship with Sweat while
working together in a prison tailoring
shop. The report found not enough evi-
dence to take action against Mitchell,
but Sweat was pulled out of the tailor-
ing shop, the newspaper reported.

District schools remained closed
for a second day Friday as hundreds
of police combed thick woods and
swamps around the prison following
reports that dogs had picked up a
scent. CNN and ABC News said dogs
picked up a scent about three miles
from the prison. A footprint and food
wrappers were found at a spot where
the men could have bedded down,
CNN said .  State  pol ice  refused to
c o m m e n t  o n  s p e c i f i c s ,  t e l l i n g
reporters that they were wary of giv-
i n g  t h e  t w o  m u r d e r e r s  a n y  t i p s ,
should they be holed up watching
the news on television. — Agencies 

Search for convicts 
enters seventh day
Employee believed to have aided in escape

Obama trade
agenda on brink

in Congress
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama yesterday went to
Congress yesterday for a frantic round of lobbying ahead of a crucial
vote on his sweeping trans-Pacific trade agenda. The House of
Representatives is expected to vote mid-day Friday on final passage
of so-called Trade Promotion Authority, and while Republican leaders
are confident they have the momentum to get it across the finish
line, the vote remains a toss-up.

TPA, which has already passed the Senate, would allow Obama to
finalize negotiations with 11 other Pacific Rim countries on what
would be the largest trade agreement ever, a massive pact with
Japan, Australia, Chile, Vietnam and others that would affect an esti-
mated 40 percent of global commerce. With the vote on a razor’s
edge, and Obama’s entire trade agenda seemingly imperiled, the
president dashed to Capitol Hill for a last-minute arm-twisting ses-
sion with Democrats, most of whom are in open revolt against granti-
ng the president powers to complete a historic trans-Pacific trade
accord.

He needs a simple majority in the House, where the bulk of votes
will come from rival Republicans, although roughly 20 Democrats will
need to sign on if TPA is to pass. In another foray into hardball poli-
tics, Obama made an unannounced stop Thursday night at the annu-
al congressional baseball game in Washington to seek support for a
measure that labor leaders say will cost American jobs. As Obama
mingled with Democrats and Republicans, the crowd behind the
Republican dugout began chanting “TPA! TPA!”

Labor leaders fear job losses 
Some Democrats fear that supporting measures unpopular with

the labor movement or other core constituencies could cost them
their seat in 2016. In a blunt response Thursday, White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said “members of Congress should be more
concerned about the jobs of Americans than their own jobs.”

Also on Thursday, the House easily passed a trade preferences bill
aimed at helping Africa’s developing economies, and which included
a new funding mechanism for a program known as Trade
Adjustment Assistance, which provides aid to US workers displaced
by globalization. The new offset was seen as a bipartisan compro-
mise between House Speaker John Boehner, who supports the trade
package, and top House Democrat Nancy Pelosi, a staunch Obama
ally who has yet to announce her trade position.

Hours later, TPA cleared a House procedural hurdle by the nar-
rowest of margins, setting up yesterday’s votes. Lawmakers will con-
sider three separate measures; the first, Trade Adjustment Assistance,
is strongly backed by Democrats but viewed skeptically by
Republicans. Leaders arranged it so that TAA must pass in order for a
vote to proceed on TPA. A third vote occurs on a customs and
enforcement measure, a catch-all bill into which Republicans have
added several of their priorities, including a provision barring trade
deals from requiring Washington to address climate change, and
another that forbids such pacts from loosening immigration laws.

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Paul Ryan sought
to assuage the concerns expressed by many lawmakers about the
secrecy shrouding the trade negotiations. Writing in the Washington
Examiner, Ryan stressed that TPA will force the administration to fol-
low “specific requirements” on the trade accord, known as the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. “Every member of Congress will get to read the
current draft of the TPP agreement. Every member will also get regu-
lar briefings on the latest state of play and even get to attend negoti-
ating rounds in person,” Ryan said. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this June 9, 2015 file photo, President Barack
Obama speaks during a press conference. — AP 

SARANAC: Police conduct a search yesterday near Saranac, New York. Law enforcement continued their search for prison-
ers Richard Matt and David Sweat after they escaped the maximum security section of the prison nearly a week ago. — AP 


