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KUALA LUMPUR: Four Westerners who posed naked on Malaysia’s
highest peak were sentenced yesterday to three days in jail and
fined for obscene behavior in a public place, news reports said. The
four were among 10 foreigners who stripped naked and took pho-
tos on Mount Kinabalu on May 30. A local official has said their
behavior was disrespectful to the mountain, which is believed to be
sacred, and caused an earthquake last Friday that killed 18
climbers.

Dutch citizen Dylan Snel, British student Eleanor Hawkins and
Canadian siblings Lindsey Petersen and Danielle Peterson pleaded
guilty in a court in Sabah state on Borneo Island to a charge of pub-
lic indecency, The Star newspaper said on its website. It said the
women were topless while the two men were totally nude.

Nude challenge 
The court sentenced them to three days in jail and a fine of

5,000 ringgit ($1,330) each, to be followed by their deportation, it
said. They will be released after they pay the fines because of the
time they have already spent in jail since their arrests earlier this
week, it said. The Malay Mail online news portal said the court was

told the group of 10 had challenged each other to see who could
remain naked the longest in the cold.

They ignored a plea by their mountain guide not to strip, it said.
It quoted defense lawyer Ronny Cham as saying the four had suf-
fered enough trauma and that extensive international news cover-
age of the incident has served as deterrent for others. Prosecutor
Jamil Aripin agreed that there was no link between the earthquake
and their act but said it had outraged the local community, The
Malay Mail said.

Lawyers and police could not immediately be reached for com-
ment. The magnitude-5.9 earthquake sent rocks and boulders rain-
ing down on trekking routes on the 4,095-meter (13,453-foot)
mountain. The victims were nine Singaporeans, six Malaysians, a
Filipino, a Chinese and a Japanese. The quake damaged roads and
buildings and also broke one of the famous twin rock formations
on the mountain known as the “Donkey’s Ears.” Sabah Deputy
Chief Minister Joseph Pairin Kitingan blamed the tragedy on the
foreigners for having shown disrespect to the mountain, believed
by local tribes to be a resting place for the dead.  He said a special
ritual will be conducted to appease the mountain spirits. —AP

Westerners jailed for naked 
pictures on Malaysia peak

‘Behavior was disrespectful to mountain’

Islamic Aceh 
province canes 
unwed couples

BANDA ACEH: Three couples were publicly caned in
Indonesia’s Aceh yesterday after the unmarried uni-
versity students were caught spending time alone
together in violation of the province’s strict Islamic
laws. A rowdy crowd of about 1,000 spectators shout-
ed as the three men and three women,  aged
between 18 and 23, were lashed several times each
with a rattan cane in a square in Banda Aceh, the cap-
ital of Aceh.  A fourth woman, aged in her 40s, was
also publicly caned for committing adultery. One of
the women fainted after being caned four times and
had to be carried off by officials.

“Hopefully those who are being caned will realize
their mistakes and feel remorseful and repent to God
so that they can become noble humans again,”
Ridwan, an official from the local Islamic sharia law
office who goes by one name, said before the caning.
Public caning is a common punishment in Aceh,
which is the only province in the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim-majority country that is allowed to
implement Islamic sharia law, but it is rare for women
to be caned.

Gay sex,  gambling and drinking alcohol are
already punishable by caning in Aceh which began
implementing sharia law after being granted special
autonomy in 2001, an effort by the central govern-
ment in Jakarta to quell a long-running separatist
insurgency. A flurry of new Islamic laws has been
introduced in Aceh in recent years, drawing howls of
protest from rights groups.

Just this week, Banda Aceh banned women from
entertainment venues after 11:00 pm unless they are
accompanied by a husband or male family member
and last month an Aceh district banned unmarried
men and women from riding together on motor-
bikes. More than 90 percent of Indonesians describe
themselves as Muslim, but the vast majority practise
a moderate form of the faith. —AFP

SABAH STATE: Dutch national Dylan Snel (centre right), 23, and Canadian national Danielle Petersen (centre
left), 22, arrive at a court in Kota Kinabalu. —AFP

BANDA ACEH: An Acehnese woman convicted for
“immoral acts” reacts while lashed by a hooded
local government officer during a public caning
at a square. —AFP

BEIJING: Four siblings, aged between
five and 14 and left unattended by their
parents for months, apparently commit-
ted suicide by drinking pesticide in
southwest China, the government and
state media said yesterday. The children,
a boy and his younger sisters, were
found by a villager while struggling with
convulsions after taking the poison late
Tuesday at their home in Bijie in the
remote province of Guizhou, the official
Xinhua news agency said.

They died soon after and police
believe it was a suicide, in a case high-
lighting the plight faced by rural chil-
dren left behind by their migrant
guardians. Their mother left in February
2013 after being beaten up by their
father, the provincial civil affairs authori-

ties said in a statement. Xinhua said her
whereabouts are unknown.

The father, identified as Zhang
Fangqi, left the town to work elsewhere
in March 2015, wiring money back peri-
odically,  Xinhua added, citing the
Communist Party chief of the village and
a family relative. The incident sparked
widespread public sympathy and
prompted Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
yesterday to call for “an end to such
tragedies”, vowing to punish officials
who are lax in providing due assistance
to families with similar problems.

A local government website said an
investigation had been launched and
that several officials had already been
suspended or removed from their posi-
tions. The children had apparently suf-

fered severe domestic violence in previ-
ous years and the boy had attempted to
commit suicide before, Xinhua said in a
Chinese-language report late Thursday,
citing the same female relative.

At one point the child’s left arm was
broken and his right ear was torn by his
father, she said. In August 2012, the boy
ran away from home for more than 10
days and was later made by his mother to
stand in the sun naked for over two hours
as punishment, she added. Offspring of
China’s vast army of migrant workers,
referred to as “left behind children”, often
stay in their rural homes, usually with
their ageing grandparents, partly
because access to kindergartens and
schools in cities is either extremely hard
to obtain or expensive. —AFP

China ‘left behind’ kids commit suicide


