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MERSIN: Women shout slogans in front of a banner reading (“ We will stop murdering women “) during the trial of three men at a
Turkish court facing life imprisonment over the murder and attempted rape of a 20-year-old female student. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Three men went on trial in
Turkey yesterday over the murder and
attempted rape of  a  20-year-old
female student, in a case that sparked
an outpouring of anger over the level
of  v iolence against  women in the
country.

Ozgecan Aslan was murdered in the
southern region of Mersin in February
while returning home from a shopping
trip in a minibus. The driver of the
minibus, Ahmet Suphi Altindoken, 26,
was arrested and charged with murder
and attempted rape.  His  father ,
Necmettin Altindoken, and a friend,
Fatih Gokce, are charged with helping
him cover up the crime.

In tearful and sometimes gruesome
opening test imony,  the younger
Altindoken admitted killing Ozgecan
by stabbing her in the neck. But he
denied any sexual attack. If convicted,
all face aggravated life imprisonment,
the highest penalty possible in Turkey
which involves tougher conditions
than ordinary life sentences. The term
of an aggravated life sentence was
brought in after Turkey abolished the
death penalty in 2002 as part of its bid
for EU membership.

Some public figures, including cabi-
net  ministers ,  have suggested
Ozgecan’s murderers should face the
death penalty. But the government
insisted it would never been reinstat-
ed. All three suspects were present in
court for the start of the trial in the
city  of  Tarsus  in  Mers in province,
Turkish television said.

‘Stabbed in neck’ 
Ahmet Suphi Altindoken is accused

of driving the woman to a wood after all
the other passengers had got off and
then attempting to rape her.
Prosecutors said that the young woman
fought back against using pepper spray
and that Altindoken then bludgeoned
and stabbed her. Altindoken’s father
and friend are accused of helping him
burn the body and dispose of it in a
riverbed.

To jeers from the public gallery,
Altindoken claimed it was Aslan who
started the fight, by provoking him
when he tried to take a short cut.
Altindoken, who is married with a three-
year-old child, was quoted by the
Hurriyet website as saying he started
punching and kicking Ozgecan Aslan
several times until the young woman
lost consciousness.

He said he then called Gokce for help,
who suggested killing Aslan and cutting
off her hands in an attempt to hide DNA
evidence under her fingernails.
Altindoken alleged it was his friend who
might have raped Aslan. “After that I
took the knife and stabbed her in the
neck,” he said, covering his mouth and
eyes with his hands and weeping. “May
God never let this happen to anyone,”
he added. 

‘Like a butcher’ 
The pair were later joined by

Altindoken’s father, who helped them
dispose of the body. The prosecution
showed a picture of Aslan’s burnt body

and said the suspects had burnt the
young woman’s genital area in an
apparent attempt to destroy evidence
of rape. Gokce said it took three minutes
for Altindoken to kill the young woman
and that pools of blood could be seen
around the minibus. 

“There was blood everywhere and
Suphi looked like a butcher,” he said,
adding it was “too late” to intervene.
Gokce rejected claims he had raped
Aslan, accusing the other defendants.
Necmettin Altindoken claimed his son
had suffered mental problems for years,
saying he once stabbed him during a
pre-wedding ceremony.

In a show of solidarity with the vic-
tims of violence against women, some
1,000 lawyers requested to join the trial
to represent Aslan. There was only space
for around 100 inside the courtroom.
Hundreds of supporters also massed
outside the courthouse, holding up pic-
tures of the victim and demanding jus-
tice.

Turkish authorities acknowledge
there is a grave problem of violence
against women in the country, often
involving wives killed by their husbands.
According to the non-governmental
Platform to Stop Violence Against
Women, 286 women were murdered in
Turkey in 2014 and 134 so far in 2015. In
another shocking attack in May, a
teenage Turkish woman who was com-
peting in a nationwide televised song
contest was shot in the head, allegedly
by her ex-boyfriend. Mutlu Kaya, 19,
remains in a coma. — AFP 
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Israel denies

spying on Iran 
GENEVA: Swiss and Austrian investigators have launched
probes into alleged spying in hotels hosting delicate Iranian
nuclear talks, with Israel denying Thursday its secret services
were involved. The revelation comes in run-up to a June 30
deadline for a historic agreement between Iran and world
powers on curtailing Tehran’s nuclear program in return for
relief from punishing sanctions, and a day after a Russian-
based security firm said a computer worm widely linked to
Israel was used to spy on the negotiations.

Israel is vehemently opposed to a nuclear deal with Iran,
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warning that the
accord would not “block Iran’s path to the bomb”. But it has
denied spying on the talks with deputy foreign minister Tzipi
Hotovely telling Israeli army radio on Thursday: “There is no
basis to the all the international reports on Israel’s involve-
ment in the affair. 

“What is much more important is that we prevent a bad
agreement, otherwise at the end of the day we’ll find our-
selves with an Iranian nuclear umbrella.” The Swiss attorney
general’s office confirmed it had got government clearance to
launch a probe into alleged spying on May 6 and conducted a
raid six days later, seizing computer equipment, due to “suspi-
cion of illegal intelligence services operating in Switzerland.”

‘Infected by malware’
It did not specify if hotels were targeted. “The aim of this

raid was on one hand to gather evidence and to on the other
verify if information systems had been infected by malware,”
the attorney general’s office said in an email. Austria-which
has also hosted numerous rounds of the nuclear talks — said
Thursday it was also investigating possible spying at meeting
venus there.

“Investigations are ongoing” regarding the Palais Coburg
hotel, the location of many rounds of the talks including dis-
cussions this week, interior ministry spokesman Karl-Heinz
Grundboeck told AFP. Last month’s talks in Geneva held at
the luxury Intercontinental Hotel failed to bridge differences
between Washington and Tehran, especially over the crucial
issue of inspections of military sites.

The talks between Iran and the world powers have been
held in several Swiss hotels. The US State Department said it
was confident there had been no security breach in the talks.
“We’ve taken steps throughout the negotiations to ensure
that confidential details and discussions remain behind closed
doors,” spokesman Jeff Rathke told reporters in Washington.

A member of the Iranian negotiating team said its side had
always been cautious about the risk of spying and had taken
care to “preserve secrecy” during the talks. “The Iranian nego-
tiators have always taken account of the possibility and the
significant risk of listening and spying and have always acted
with caution” during the talks, said the unnamed official,
quoted by the official IRNA news agency.

Sophisticated spy tool 
Thursday’s announcements came after a Russian-based

security firm Kaspersky Lab said a malware dubbed Duqu,
which is a sophisticated spy tool that was believed to have
been eradicated in 2012, appeared to have been used to spy
on the nuclear negotiations with Iran. Duqu is similar to the
Stuxnet virus, which is believed to have been developed by
the United States or Israel in order to contain threats from
Iran, and dates back at least to 2007, according to researchers. 

“The Duqu threat actor went dark in 2012 and was
believed to have stopped working on this project-until now,”
Kaspersky Lab said in a blog post. “Our technical analysis indi-
cates the new round of attacks include an updated version of
the infamous 2011 Duqu malware, sometimes referred to as
the stepbrother of Stuxnet.” The researchers first found the
malware on their own systems and then discovered it was
being used against targets in Western countries, the Middle
East and Asia.

“Most notably, some of the new 2014-2015 infections are
linked to the P5+1 events and venues related to the negotia-
tions with Iran about a nuclear deal,” the company said in a
statement, referring to the permanent Security Council mem-
bers-Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States-plus
Germany, who are engaged in the talks. The Wall Street
Journal, which reported the findings on Wednesday, said
Kaspersky’s research backed its earlier reports that Israel was
spying on the nuclear talks. — AFP 


