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CAIRO: Masked policemen raided Hassan
Sultan’s apartment at dawn last month and
whisked his three sons to an unknown loca-
tion, before charging them with member-
ship of a “terrorist” group. The siblings are
among dozens of youth activists who have
been arbitrarily arrested in the past two
weeks as authorities press a crackdown on
opposition, human rights groups say.

Egypt launched the crackdown, targeting
all forms of dissent, after then army chief and
now President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi over-
threw his Islamist predecessor Mohamed
Morsi in 2013. Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood
was declared a “terrorist” organization, and
hundreds of people were killed. More than
40,000 people have been detained, accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch, with hundreds
sentenced to death in speedy mass trials.

On May 26, the policemen wearing uni-
forms from Special Forces units stormed the
Sultan home in search of his three sons, stu-
dents of the prestigious Al-Azhar Sunni
Muslim seat of learning. “It happened early
in the morning. They blindfolded me and my
sons, tied us from behind and made us sit on
the floor like prisoners of war,” Sultan told
AFP. “We haven’t seen them since their
arrest, but rights lawyers say they were
charged with belonging to a terrorist group
and that they are being held in a Cairo police
station.”

Sultan denies his sons were affiliated
with the Brotherhood. Freedom for the
Brave, a group of human rights lawyers who
track political detainees and provide them
with legal assistance, has documented the
disappearance of 163 people since April.
Some of them were eventually traced, most-
ly in detention, but the fate of 66 is still
unknown. And in the past 10 days alone, 23
activists have gone missing, said, prominent
activist Mona Seif. “Most of them were taken
from their homes, streets or from outside
their offices by people in civilian clothes,”
she said, adding that their families are
demanding an investigation.

Police blamed 
Pictures of the missing have been post-

ed on Facebook and Twitter, as friends and
family desperately search for information
on their whereabouts. The Facebook page
“Where is Israa Al-Tawil?” named after a 23-
year-old female university student and free-
lance photographer who has been missing
since June 1 has already attracted 10,000
followers.

Her father, Mahfouz Al-Tawil, said Israa
had gone out with friends after sitting an
exam. “Her phone was switched off. We
haven’t heard anything about her since
then,” he said. Like many parents who have
a child missing, Mahfouz blamed the police

for his daughter’s disappearance. Several
activists from the now banned April 6
group, which spearheaded the 2011 upris-
ing against Morsi’s predecessor Hosni
Mubarak, have also been jailed in recent
days.

They “were campaigning to organize a
general strike on June 11 to protest at sub-
sidy cuts that have led to a hike in prices,”
group member Mohamed Nabil said. One
of them, Ahmed Khattab, “was seized by
police on June 1 from a street” and faces
charges of membership of “an illegal group
and calling for civil disobedience,” said
human rights lawyer Anas Saeed.

Missing to be probed 
A group of 14 rights watchdogs and

political parties have denounced in a joint
statement “extra-judicial” measures by
authorities, including what they say are
“forced and unlawful disappearances”.
Other rights groups had earlier warned in a
separate statement that “the free hand
granted to security authorities... will contin-
ue to drive the country towards more vio-
lence”.

New York-based Human Rights Watch
has also joined the fray, accusing Egyptian
authorities of “using unofficial facilities,
including military bases and security
agency sites to house detainees”. — AFP 

Rights groups denounce 
arbitrary arrests in Egypt

CAIRO: A mother of a supporter of the Al-Ahly club awaits the verdict against 11 people for their role in a deadly 2012 soccer riot that
killed more than 70 people in the city of Port Said, outside a police academy on the outskirts of Cairo. — AP

Hundreds of death sentences in speedy trials 

DUBAI: A court in Bahrain has handed down sen-
tences of  up to l i fe  imprisonment against  57
Shiites accused of plotting attacks against police
and other targets ,  state media reported.  The
defendants were convicted on Thursday of forming
an organization in 2012-2013 that “used terrorism
as a way to achieve its aims,” the prosecution said
in a statement carried by the official BNA news
agency.

The high criminal court found that the group
had smuggled weapons and explosives into the
Gulf kingdom and plotted attacks against police
and v i ta l  inf rastructure ,  as  wel l  as  a  fore ign

embassy, the prosecution said.  Gulf Daily News
said the targets included the Saudi embassy and
the causeway linking Bahrain with neighboring
Saudi Arabia.  

The court handed down five life sentences, 22
15-year terms, 29 10-year terms and one three-year
term. Four defendants were acquitted. Only 33 of
the defendants are in custody. The rest were tried
in  absent ia .  General  prosecutor  Ahmed Al -
Hammadi said all those convicted except for one
were also stripped of their citizenship. 

A judicial source said that most of the defen-
dants are from the Shiite village of Bani Jamra,

near  the capital  Manama.  Shi i te- led protests
rocked the Sunni-ruled monarchy in February
2011, taking their cue from Arab Spring uprisings
that hit several Arab countries.

Although the protests were quelled with Saudi-
led support in March 2011, Shiite demonstrators
clash frequently with security forces in villages
outside Manama. Hundreds of Shiites were round-
ed up and put on trial. Top opposition figures have
been convicted of  attempting to  topple  the
monarchy. The International Federation for Human
Rights says at least 89 people have been killed
since the outbreak of the uprising in 2011. — AFP 

Bahrain jails 57 Shiites on bomb plot charges

US teen behind
ISIL tweets

faces prison
ALEXANDRIA:  A tech-savvy US teenager who was prolific
on Twitter pleaded guilty Thursday to using social media
to aid the Islamic State group, a crime punishable by up to
15 years in prison. Ali Shukri Amin, 17, who sent more than
7,000 Twitter messages in support of IS, admitted to pro-
viding advice and encouragement to the extremist outfit
and its supporters.

“Guilty, sir,” the slender high-school student, sporting
the trace of a moustache, answered when asked by the
judge in the court in Alexandria, Virginia to state his plea
to the charges. His lawyer, Joseph Flood, said the case was
unprecedented in that Amin was the first minor to be con-
victed in the United States of providing material aid to IS.

“He’s deeply remorseful,” Flood told reporters after the
hearing, adding that his client has been cooperating with
law enforcement. Under the Twitter handle
@Amreekiwitness, Amin provided IS supporters with
instructions on using the virtual currency Bitcoin to con-
ceal financial donations to the radical Islamist group and
the best way to encrypt their online exchanges.

The teenager also expressed support for jihad on his Al-
Khilafah Aridat blog. And he used what the FBI official
leading the investigation called a “prolific online pres-
ence” to offer guidance to supporters seeking to travel to
Syria to fight with IS. The Justice Department said Amin
facilitated travel for another young IS recruit, Reza
Niknejad, 18, who traveled to Syria to join the jihadist
group in January.

Niknejad was charged Wednesday in federal court in
Virginia with conspiring to provide material support to ter-
rorists, conspiring to provide material support to IS and
conspiring to kill  and injure people abroad. Flood
described Amin as a stellar student from a good family
who was outraged by rights abuses under Syria’s
President Bashar Al-Assad. “Amin has sincere religious
beliefs that led him into activity that violated US law,”
Flood said.  “He had a bright future ahead of him and he’s
made some bad decisions that he’s taking adult responsi-
bility for.”

IS message reaching America 
John Carlin, US Assistant Attorney for National Security,

urged parents to monitor what their children are doing
online. “Around the nation, we are seeing ISIL (IS) use
social media to reach out from the other side of the
world,” he said. “Their messages are reaching America in
an attempt to radicalize, recruit and incite our youth and
others to support ISIL’s violent causes.”

He added: “This case serves as a wake-up call that ISIL’s
propaganda and recruitment materials are in your com-
munities and being viewed by your youth. “This challenge
requires parental and community awareness and action to
confront and deter this threat wherever it surfaces.”
Separately, a federal court in New York unsealed an indict-
ment charging Akmal Zakirov with attempt and conspira-
cy to provide material support to the IS group, in concert
with four other suspects who already have been charged.
Zakirov faces up to 30 years in prison if convicted. — AFP 


