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IRBIL: Minister of Planning of Iraq’s Kurdistan Ali Al-Sendi
affirmed that the refugees have become a heavy burden
on shoulders of the Kurdish government. During a meet-
ing with visiting Kuwaiti media personalities, Sendi called
on Kuwait to invest on a larger scale in the region, noting
that the local  laws include incentives for foreign
investors.

The Kuwaiti delegation also met former prime minister
of Iraq’s Kurdistan Dr Barham Saleh, who hoped for more
visits by media personalities between the two countries.
On the situation in Iraq and the region, Saleh spoke about
the beginnings of the emergence of the Islamic State (IS)
and its expansion in Iraq and Syria, which he said was

allowed to happen due to “lack of attention to the threat of
terrorism.”

“Regional stability hinges on eliminating terrorism, end-
ing terrorist organizations’ funding, cooperation between
all parties involved and the international community’s sup-
port,” Saleh added. The Kuwaiti delegation arrived in Irbil
on Tuesday to hold meetings with local officials get close
look at the situation in Kurdistan. The team includes Editor-
in-Chief Kuwait Times Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, Kuwait
News Agency’s Deputy Director General for Editorial Affairs
Saad Al-Ali, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Anbaa Newspaper Youssef
Al-Marzouq, and Manager of Kuwait Journalists’
Association Adnan Al-Rashed. — KUNA
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Members of the Kuwaiti media delegation are pictured with former prime minister of Iraq’s Kurdistan Dr Barham Saleh.

Kurdish minister urges larger
Kuwaiti investments in region

Kuwait honored
relief obligations 

to Syrians
GENEVA: Kuwait has honored its commitments of
granting contributions to aid Syrian refugees at the
Third International Pledging Humanitarian Conference it
hosted in March, said Chairman of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan
Advisor, Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq.

The State of Kuwait’s adherence to humanitarian acts
emanates from its robust advocacy of such an approach,
“to the extent that most eloquent words cannot reveal
how deeply Kuwait is committed to humanitarian work,”
said Dr Maatouq, speaking during a ceremony for distri-
bution of Kuwaiti grants to chiefs and deputies of inter-
national and relief organizations late Thursday.

He lauded presence of chairmen of UN and interna-
tional organizations at the ceremony, as a tribute to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah in his capacity as a ‘Humanitarian Leader.’
Kuwait’s adoption of humanitarian values at the interna-
tional level is seen crystal-clear in its activities in various
sectors such as education, health and development, as
well care programs for orphans and impoverished.

Kuwait has contributed with USD 121 million to the
UN Higher Commissioner for Refugees, USD 45 million
for each of the World Food Programme and the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and USD 20 million to each of
the World Health Organization and the International
Committee of the Red Cross. Moreover, Kuwait has also
granted USD 15 million to each of the UN Development
Programme and UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.

Ten million dollars have been earmarked for each of
the International Organization for Migration, the
UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Maatouq hailed global efforts aimed at averting acts
of annihilation, aiding violence-stricken peoples, the
orphans, the elderly and the widows. Kuwait aspires to
be an example to be followed on the humanitarian
action arena and hopes to see tangible results from the
international donations for the Syrian people, he re-
affirmed.

Generous contributions
Meanwhile, the United Nations World Food

Programme (UNWFP) welcomed the generous contribu-
tions of Kuwait to support the programme’s activities in
aiding the Syrian people, who are either internally dis-
placed or refugees in neighboring countries.

Kuwait’s contribution of $45 million demonstrates
again the generosity of both the Kuwaiti government
and HH the Amir in supporting millions of men, women
and children who are suffering from the consequences
of the conflict in Syria, Spokesperson for the World Food
Programme in Geneva Elizabeth Byers said. By this dona-
tion, the total contribution of Kuwait to the pro-
gramme’s activities for Syrian reached about $122 mil-
lion, she said, adding Kuwait has become the largest
donor country among GCC member states and the sec-
ond largest one in 2015, and the sixth largest one
between 2013 and 2015.

Humanitarian projects 
Separately, the United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) welcomed
Kuwait’s decision to support humanitarian projects
worth $300 million in Iraq and Yemen. Allocating $200
million to alleviate the suffering of the displaced in Iraq
and $100 million to aid Yemen’s people shows the
Kuwaiti role in backing humanitarian work across the
globe, OCHA director Rashid Khalikov said in a state-
ment. The details of distributing these sums will be dis-
cussed with Kuwait so as to keep it up to date with all
steps taken by the agencies to alleviate the repercus-
sions of the crises in Iraq and Yemen, he added. — KUNA


