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Kuwait marks 54th
anniversary at ILO

KUWAIT: Kuwait had so early realized the significant role of the
International Labor Organization (ILO) for building the country’s
modern renaissance of which work and workers are the basis. Today,
the country is marking the 54th anniversary at the ILO which Kuwait
joined on 13 June 1961.

Over the past decades, Kuwait has actively taken part in all con-
ferences and events held by the ILO, paying due attention to its reso-
lutions and recommendations, which gained the country a distin-
guished status on the international labor scene. Kuwait is an ILO
Member State that has ratified 19 ILO Conventions, including seven
fundamental ones.

Labor legislations
The ILO, in cooperation with the Kuwait Ministry of Social Affairs

and Labor and representatives of civil servants and private employ-
ers, is keen on reviewing labor legislations, and supporting activities
that seek to build workers’ capabilities in line with the relevant inter-
national criteria. In addition, Kuwait has supported all UN develop-
ment and economic programs.

Leading the Kuwaiti delegation to the International Labor
Conference (ILC) in Geneva last month, Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for Planning and Development, Hind Al-
Subaih emphasized the country’s support to the ILO efforts to curb
unemployment and provide due protection to workers. She said
Kuwait is keen on applying ILO criteria, especially what is related to
social justice, occupational safety and maternity protection.

Kuwait’s support
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder lauded Kuwait’s support to the

organization and the country’s contributions for financing its pro-
grams. He cited Kuwait’s backing to the Decent Work Program
(DWP) for the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN and other international
organizations in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim referred to
the country’s relation with the ILO as ‘good.’ He said that Kuwait is
eager to benefit from ILO’s criteria for promoting appropriate labor
conditions and guaranteeing workers’ rights in line with the Kuwaiti
law and the social systems prevalent in the country.

The ILO was created in 1919, as part of the Treaty of Versailles
that ended World War I, to reflect the belief that universal and lasting
peace can be accomplished only if it is based on social justice. The
Organization won the Nobel Peace Prize on its 50th anniversary in
1969. —KUNA

NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Sami Mohammad Al-
Suleiman called various Indian investors and bodies to contribute to the
Kuwaiti leadership’s plans to develop the country and transform it into
an international commercial center by 2035.

The Kuwaiti diplomat made his call during a round table meeting
Thursday, hosted by the Kuwaiti embassy in cooperation with an organi-
zation on Indian policy studies, and with participation of representatives
from the institute of defensive studies and analyses, Indian council for
international affairs, a number of Arab ambassadors, and a number of
prominent figures in the Indian society. Suleiman invited Indian state
and private bodies to take part in economic projects in Kuwait in order to
contribute in the country’s new development plan to transform it into an
international financial and commercial center, reiterating the availability
of a suitable investment atmosphere with a stable system, an open eco-
nomic policy, transparent laws and regulations, strategic locations,
strong currency, and an active financial system in the country.

Foreign investors
The Kuwaiti government provides several incentives for foreign

investors, he said, adding that Kuwait also provides a basic infrastructure
for investment, appropriate information and communication technolo-
gies, public facilities, and international guarantees through commercial
agreements that the government signed with the World Trade
Organization (WTO), GCC States, and the Grain and Feed Trade
Association (GAFTA).

Meanwhile, Ambassador Suleiman stressed the importance of
enhancing bilateral Kuwaiti-Indian ties, particularly in the economic
field in order to benefit from its cooperative possibilities, commend-

ing deep and friendly relations between the two countries leaderships
and people.

Exchange visits have contributed to bolstering the strong historic
relations between Kuwait and India, he noted, pointing out several bilat-
eral cooperation between the two countries in energy, oil, petrochemi-
cals, fertilizers, employment, work, trade, investment, finance, sciences,
technologies, information technology, telecommunications, education,
health, and civil aviation fields. —KUNA

Indian investors invited to take
part in Kuwait development plan

NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Sami
Mohammad Al-Suleiman speaks during a round
table meeting with Indian investors. —KUNA

Kuwait elected
to FAO’s board 

ROME: The State of Kuwait has become board member of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for a
three-year-term expiring on June 30, 2019. Kuwait was unani-
mously elected to serve in the board during the 39th session
of the organization’s general conference, held every two
years. The 49-seat board is FAO’s sole executive authority. It is
tasked with executive matters related to food, agriculture,
action programs, budget, administrative and financial affairs.

Nabila Al-Khalil, the head of the Kuwaiti delegation that
took part in the convention, lauded the confidence accorded
to Kuwait. Khalil, also Chairperson of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR), indicated
that winning the membership entails greater responsibilities
in the debates on FAO’s policies and strategies in the foresee-
able future in the Near East and North Africa. She affirmed
keenness on focusing on matters that concern the region,
such as boosting agricultural and food development in the
regional countries. Kuwait became a member of FAO on
November 9, 1961. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The organizing committee of the
Internet Literature ‘Qalam’ Contest, a leading
national electronic competition for youth con-
cerning culture and art, announced the conclu-
sion of the contest’s exhibition with a strategic
partnership by the Ministry of State for Youth
Affairs and active presence of its representatives.
In addition, the contest witnessed an energetic
involvement of a wide range of runners from four
major categories covering, Twitter, Photography
“Portrait”, short Video and Photoshop. The com-
petition, aimed at exploring talent in those four
categories, was held in 360 Mall and continued
for over three days.

Youth Empowerment
“The Ministry of State for Youth Affairs’ strate-

gic participation for this event is in line with the
Ministry’s vision and objectives to support the
youths’ vital and successful projects as well as
highlight their accomplishments and creativity.
An objective that stems from the Ministry’s plan to
empower youth, as empowerment is considered
one of the Ministry’s core values adopted to pro-
mote development through deliberate programs
and relentless efforts which meet the young peo-
ple’s needs and build their capabilities, so as to
provide them with the appropriate active involve-
ment”, said Mishaal Al-Subeaei, representative of
the Minister of State for Youth Affairs, on this
occasion. Mishaal Al-Subeaei pointed out saying,
“The content of the contest is in line with the gen-
eral vision and standards of the Ministry of State
for Youth Affairs. We appreciate the efforts of
those in charge of this project as well as the pro-
fessional standards adopted by the jury”, he com-
mented. “The literary and professional dimensions
of this contest are well appreciated, not to men-
tion the professional standards adopted by the
organizing committee of this important event.
Their initiative comes as part of multiple activities
supported by the Ministry, from education,
research, media, media campaigns, culture, arts,
small businesses, entrepreneurship, science, tech-
nology, health, sports to urban planning. The
Ministry has supported around 170 initiatives over
the last period, based on the fact that young peo-

ple are a major pillar in building the society. We
always seek to invest in their energy and enhance
their potentials in various fields as a main partner
in the country’s development”, he concluded.

National Culture
Speaking on this event, Rakan Al-Ajmi,

Director General of Internet Literature ‘Qalam’
project, said, “The Internet Literature ‘Qalam’
project is one of the youth’s few initiatives featur-
ing a cultural and literary side. The organizing
committee was keen to take this approach and
put forward self-motivation linked to this feature,
taking into consideration the involvement of a
large segment of talented Kuwaiti youth in the
field of Photography “portrait”, short Video,
Photoshop and many others. As an advantage
and according to a thoughtful approach, the
competition passed into four stages through
which leading contestants were selected from
fields like Twitter, Photography and Design. In
addition, the event’s cash prize for the first posi-
tion winner and the training course for 25 partici-
pants from each category, to hone their skills
through a healthy environment, were an added
value to the contest”.

“The ultimate and implicit goal of this contest
is to promote national culture, highlight cultural
heritage and link Kuwaiti youth to their creative
cultural concept by guiding their skills using a
professional approach that helps demonstrate
their energies on one hand, and take advantage
of the IT revolution to train them to apply scientif-

ic thought process, devise the best solutions to
the most difficult problems and disseminate the
culture of dialogue, respect the opinions of oth-
ers, promote the concept of democracy and
highlight Kuwait’s cultural and civilization role, on
the other hand. This is all in line with the wise
vision of the country’s political leadership, which
have formed for long the main supporting factor
for young people through the insight of His
Highness the Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah”, he continued.

Youth Project Importance
Ajmi pointed out saying, “The young people’s

projects and all related activities are of great
importance, particularly at this present stage, giv-
en the surrounding circumstances where unfa-
miliar habits and unusual trends threaten to
enter our societies, a fact which requires, more
than ever, the launch of supporting initiatives for
young people capable of attracting their atten-
tion and guiding them so that they can feel the
importance of their role as an active force in the
community. In this context, we highly appreciate
the role played by the Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs, Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, where both
have stressed on adopting these concepts in
regional and international events, in addition to
HE’s efforts that have been translated locally in
many vital initiatives on media and youth levels,
which support and sponsor the capabilities of
young people”.

ROME: Nabila Al-Khalil is seen during the conven-
tion. —KUNA

Internet Literature ‘Qalam’ Contest
concludes with ministry’s participation
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(From left) Mohammed Al-Mutairi, Rakan Al-Ajmi,
Mishaal Al-Subeaei, Salah Al-Arajani and Ali Al-Orayfan.


