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Barzani urges Kuwait 
to invest in Kurdistan

PM hails opening of Kuwaiti consulate 

IRBIL: Nechervan Barzani, Prime Minister of Iraq’s Kurdistan
region, lauded the recent opening of a Kuwaiti consulate in the
northern region, but noted the need for greater foreign invest-
ments, namely by Kuwait, to help in shoring up the ailing
domestic economy. Barzani, during a meeting with visiting
Kuwaiti media personalities, affirmed that the Kurdish adminis-
tration encourages current Kuwaiti investments, but hopes
these businesses are boosted.

He underscored the significance of the recent opening of a
Kuwaiti consulate in the northern Iraqi region, but stated: “We
need greater participation on the part of the State of Kuwait,”
hoping to see more Kuwaiti-funded enterprises in the region.
Following the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime in 2003, the
regional government embarked on the construction of
Kurdistan, partly by utilizing oil proceeds to develop various sec-
tors including the industrial and agricultural fields. “However,
emergence of Daesh last year surprised everybody and led to
slowing down the construction process,” Barzani said.

Now, the region is gripped with difficult economic and finan-
cial conditions, he said, explaining the dire need for external
investments to shore up the local ailing economy. “Daesh” is an
Arabic acronym that refers to the Islamic State. The group has
occupied large swathes of land in Syria and Iraq, namely in
Anbar province, but has gotten embroiled in ongoing fighting
with troops of the Baghdad government and the Kurdish pesh-
merga forces.

The burden borne by the local administration has dramatical-
ly increased, partly due to the influx of Iraqis and Syrians seeking
safety, Barzani indicated, noting that Iraqi Kurdistan’s population
of four million has grown by 28 percent. There are fears that
number of the refugees coming to the region will swell due to
the ongoing violence in other parts of Iraq and neighboring
Syria. Barzani urged Arab states to follow Kuwait’s example of
offering generous aid to the refugees. Kuwait has hosted two
international conferences in which donors pledged billions of
dollars in aid for Syrian refugees. — KUNA

IRBIL: Prime Minister of Iraq’s Kurdistan region Nechervan Barzani (center) meets a Kuwaiti media delegation including Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan (left)
yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

SANAA: UNESCO condemned an apparent attack on the
Yemeni capital’s old quarter yesterday that killed five people
and destroyed homes in the centuries-old heritage site
described as a “jewel” of Islamic culture. The incident occurred a
day before Yemen’s warring factions are to meet for UN-spon-
sored talks in Geneva in their first bid to break a deadlock after
more than two months of Saudi-led air strikes.

The coalition led by Riyadh denied claims that it had carried
out an air strike there, suggesting instead that a rebel ammuni-
tion cache may have exploded. Sanaa’s old city has been inhab-
ited for more than 2,500 years and was a major centre for the
propagation of Islam, boasting more than 100 mosques, 14
public baths and more than 6,000 houses built before the 11th
century. It was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in
1986.

Residents said a predawn strike was the first direct hit there
since the launch of the campaign against Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels in March. A missile hit the Qassimi neighborhood
without exploding, but killed five residents, including a woman
and a child, and destroyed three three-storey houses, medics
and witnesses said. “We saw the flashing light of the missile
launched from a plane. We expected it to explode, but it did
not... We felt the impact of the missile when it hit the ground,”
said resident Ahmed Al-Ameri.

UNESCO director general Irina Bokova said she was “pro-
foundly distressed by the loss of human lives as well as by the
damage inflicted on one of the world’s oldest jewels of Islamic
urban landscape”. She said she was “shocked by the images of
these magnificent many-storeyed tower-houses and serene
gardens reduced to rubble”. “The historic value and memories

enshrined in these sites have been irreparably damaged or
destroyed. This destruction will only exacerbate the humanitari-
an situation and I reiterate my call to all parties to respect and
protect cultural heritage in Yemen,” she said.

Naji Saleh Thawaba, head of Yemen’s General Organization
for the Preservation of the Historic Cities of Yemen also con-
demned the attack. “I never imagined that this site could one
day become a target; even if there were enemy (positions) in
the area, it should never be a target for air strikes,” he told AFP.
The upper storeys of houses rising above ground floors con-
structed of stone are built of rammed earth and burnt brick,
with each building decorated with geometric patterns of fired
bricks and white gypsum, inspired by traditional Islamic art.

The spokesman for the coalition, Brigadier General Ahmed
Al-Assiri, said there was no raid on the site. “For sure we did not
conduct any operation inside (the) city,” Assiri told AFP. “We
know that those sites are very important.” He said rebels may
have been hiding weapons or ammunition in the area. “Several
days before they had an explosion in one of their storage”
areas, he said of the Houthi rebels. “So it could be one of these.”

In Sanaa, there were conflicting statements from residents
about whether rebels had occupied one of the houses. The old
city has already suffered some damage from air strikes on near-
by targets, including the defence ministry, prompting a protest
from UNESCO in May. Earlier this month, UNESCO also con-
demned air strikes that hit the ancient Great Dam of Marib,
which was first built in the 8th century BC, in the city that was
once the capital of the kingdom of Saba. The UN body said the
attack on the dam came a week after the national museum in
Dhamar, in central Yemen, was “completely destroyed”.  — AFP

Jets hit Sanaa heritage ‘jewel’



L O C A L
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015

Kuwait marks 54th
anniversary at ILO

KUWAIT: Kuwait had so early realized the significant role of the
International Labor Organization (ILO) for building the country’s
modern renaissance of which work and workers are the basis. Today,
the country is marking the 54th anniversary at the ILO which Kuwait
joined on 13 June 1961.

Over the past decades, Kuwait has actively taken part in all con-
ferences and events held by the ILO, paying due attention to its reso-
lutions and recommendations, which gained the country a distin-
guished status on the international labor scene. Kuwait is an ILO
Member State that has ratified 19 ILO Conventions, including seven
fundamental ones.

Labor legislations
The ILO, in cooperation with the Kuwait Ministry of Social Affairs

and Labor and representatives of civil servants and private employ-
ers, is keen on reviewing labor legislations, and supporting activities
that seek to build workers’ capabilities in line with the relevant inter-
national criteria. In addition, Kuwait has supported all UN develop-
ment and economic programs.

Leading the Kuwaiti delegation to the International Labor
Conference (ILC) in Geneva last month, Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for Planning and Development, Hind Al-
Subaih emphasized the country’s support to the ILO efforts to curb
unemployment and provide due protection to workers. She said
Kuwait is keen on applying ILO criteria, especially what is related to
social justice, occupational safety and maternity protection.

Kuwait’s support
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder lauded Kuwait’s support to the

organization and the country’s contributions for financing its pro-
grams. He cited Kuwait’s backing to the Decent Work Program
(DWP) for the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN and other international
organizations in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim referred to
the country’s relation with the ILO as ‘good.’ He said that Kuwait is
eager to benefit from ILO’s criteria for promoting appropriate labor
conditions and guaranteeing workers’ rights in line with the Kuwaiti
law and the social systems prevalent in the country.

The ILO was created in 1919, as part of the Treaty of Versailles
that ended World War I, to reflect the belief that universal and lasting
peace can be accomplished only if it is based on social justice. The
Organization won the Nobel Peace Prize on its 50th anniversary in
1969. —KUNA

NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Sami Mohammad Al-
Suleiman called various Indian investors and bodies to contribute to the
Kuwaiti leadership’s plans to develop the country and transform it into
an international commercial center by 2035.

The Kuwaiti diplomat made his call during a round table meeting
Thursday, hosted by the Kuwaiti embassy in cooperation with an organi-
zation on Indian policy studies, and with participation of representatives
from the institute of defensive studies and analyses, Indian council for
international affairs, a number of Arab ambassadors, and a number of
prominent figures in the Indian society. Suleiman invited Indian state
and private bodies to take part in economic projects in Kuwait in order to
contribute in the country’s new development plan to transform it into an
international financial and commercial center, reiterating the availability
of a suitable investment atmosphere with a stable system, an open eco-
nomic policy, transparent laws and regulations, strategic locations,
strong currency, and an active financial system in the country.

Foreign investors
The Kuwaiti government provides several incentives for foreign

investors, he said, adding that Kuwait also provides a basic infrastructure
for investment, appropriate information and communication technolo-
gies, public facilities, and international guarantees through commercial
agreements that the government signed with the World Trade
Organization (WTO), GCC States, and the Grain and Feed Trade
Association (GAFTA).

Meanwhile, Ambassador Suleiman stressed the importance of
enhancing bilateral Kuwaiti-Indian ties, particularly in the economic
field in order to benefit from its cooperative possibilities, commend-

ing deep and friendly relations between the two countries leaderships
and people.

Exchange visits have contributed to bolstering the strong historic
relations between Kuwait and India, he noted, pointing out several bilat-
eral cooperation between the two countries in energy, oil, petrochemi-
cals, fertilizers, employment, work, trade, investment, finance, sciences,
technologies, information technology, telecommunications, education,
health, and civil aviation fields. —KUNA

Indian investors invited to take
part in Kuwait development plan

NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Sami
Mohammad Al-Suleiman speaks during a round
table meeting with Indian investors. —KUNA

Kuwait elected
to FAO’s board 

ROME: The State of Kuwait has become board member of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for a
three-year-term expiring on June 30, 2019. Kuwait was unani-
mously elected to serve in the board during the 39th session
of the organization’s general conference, held every two
years. The 49-seat board is FAO’s sole executive authority. It is
tasked with executive matters related to food, agriculture,
action programs, budget, administrative and financial affairs.

Nabila Al-Khalil, the head of the Kuwaiti delegation that
took part in the convention, lauded the confidence accorded
to Kuwait. Khalil, also Chairperson of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR), indicated
that winning the membership entails greater responsibilities
in the debates on FAO’s policies and strategies in the foresee-
able future in the Near East and North Africa. She affirmed
keenness on focusing on matters that concern the region,
such as boosting agricultural and food development in the
regional countries. Kuwait became a member of FAO on
November 9, 1961. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The organizing committee of the
Internet Literature ‘Qalam’ Contest, a leading
national electronic competition for youth con-
cerning culture and art, announced the conclu-
sion of the contest’s exhibition with a strategic
partnership by the Ministry of State for Youth
Affairs and active presence of its representatives.
In addition, the contest witnessed an energetic
involvement of a wide range of runners from four
major categories covering, Twitter, Photography
“Portrait”, short Video and Photoshop. The com-
petition, aimed at exploring talent in those four
categories, was held in 360 Mall and continued
for over three days.

Youth Empowerment
“The Ministry of State for Youth Affairs’ strate-

gic participation for this event is in line with the
Ministry’s vision and objectives to support the
youths’ vital and successful projects as well as
highlight their accomplishments and creativity.
An objective that stems from the Ministry’s plan to
empower youth, as empowerment is considered
one of the Ministry’s core values adopted to pro-
mote development through deliberate programs
and relentless efforts which meet the young peo-
ple’s needs and build their capabilities, so as to
provide them with the appropriate active involve-
ment”, said Mishaal Al-Subeaei, representative of
the Minister of State for Youth Affairs, on this
occasion. Mishaal Al-Subeaei pointed out saying,
“The content of the contest is in line with the gen-
eral vision and standards of the Ministry of State
for Youth Affairs. We appreciate the efforts of
those in charge of this project as well as the pro-
fessional standards adopted by the jury”, he com-
mented. “The literary and professional dimensions
of this contest are well appreciated, not to men-
tion the professional standards adopted by the
organizing committee of this important event.
Their initiative comes as part of multiple activities
supported by the Ministry, from education,
research, media, media campaigns, culture, arts,
small businesses, entrepreneurship, science, tech-
nology, health, sports to urban planning. The
Ministry has supported around 170 initiatives over
the last period, based on the fact that young peo-

ple are a major pillar in building the society. We
always seek to invest in their energy and enhance
their potentials in various fields as a main partner
in the country’s development”, he concluded.

National Culture
Speaking on this event, Rakan Al-Ajmi,

Director General of Internet Literature ‘Qalam’
project, said, “The Internet Literature ‘Qalam’
project is one of the youth’s few initiatives featur-
ing a cultural and literary side. The organizing
committee was keen to take this approach and
put forward self-motivation linked to this feature,
taking into consideration the involvement of a
large segment of talented Kuwaiti youth in the
field of Photography “portrait”, short Video,
Photoshop and many others. As an advantage
and according to a thoughtful approach, the
competition passed into four stages through
which leading contestants were selected from
fields like Twitter, Photography and Design. In
addition, the event’s cash prize for the first posi-
tion winner and the training course for 25 partici-
pants from each category, to hone their skills
through a healthy environment, were an added
value to the contest”.

“The ultimate and implicit goal of this contest
is to promote national culture, highlight cultural
heritage and link Kuwaiti youth to their creative
cultural concept by guiding their skills using a
professional approach that helps demonstrate
their energies on one hand, and take advantage
of the IT revolution to train them to apply scientif-

ic thought process, devise the best solutions to
the most difficult problems and disseminate the
culture of dialogue, respect the opinions of oth-
ers, promote the concept of democracy and
highlight Kuwait’s cultural and civilization role, on
the other hand. This is all in line with the wise
vision of the country’s political leadership, which
have formed for long the main supporting factor
for young people through the insight of His
Highness the Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah”, he continued.

Youth Project Importance
Ajmi pointed out saying, “The young people’s

projects and all related activities are of great
importance, particularly at this present stage, giv-
en the surrounding circumstances where unfa-
miliar habits and unusual trends threaten to
enter our societies, a fact which requires, more
than ever, the launch of supporting initiatives for
young people capable of attracting their atten-
tion and guiding them so that they can feel the
importance of their role as an active force in the
community. In this context, we highly appreciate
the role played by the Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs, Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, where both
have stressed on adopting these concepts in
regional and international events, in addition to
HE’s efforts that have been translated locally in
many vital initiatives on media and youth levels,
which support and sponsor the capabilities of
young people”.

ROME: Nabila Al-Khalil is seen during the conven-
tion. —KUNA

Internet Literature ‘Qalam’ Contest
concludes with ministry’s participation

Mohammed 
Al-Marzouq

(From left) Mohammed Al-Mutairi, Rakan Al-Ajmi,
Mishaal Al-Subeaei, Salah Al-Arajani and Ali Al-Orayfan.
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IRBIL: Minister of Planning of Iraq’s Kurdistan Ali Al-Sendi
affirmed that the refugees have become a heavy burden
on shoulders of the Kurdish government. During a meet-
ing with visiting Kuwaiti media personalities, Sendi called
on Kuwait to invest on a larger scale in the region, noting
that the local  laws include incentives for foreign
investors.

The Kuwaiti delegation also met former prime minister
of Iraq’s Kurdistan Dr Barham Saleh, who hoped for more
visits by media personalities between the two countries.
On the situation in Iraq and the region, Saleh spoke about
the beginnings of the emergence of the Islamic State (IS)
and its expansion in Iraq and Syria, which he said was

allowed to happen due to “lack of attention to the threat of
terrorism.”

“Regional stability hinges on eliminating terrorism, end-
ing terrorist organizations’ funding, cooperation between
all parties involved and the international community’s sup-
port,” Saleh added. The Kuwaiti delegation arrived in Irbil
on Tuesday to hold meetings with local officials get close
look at the situation in Kurdistan. The team includes Editor-
in-Chief Kuwait Times Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, Kuwait
News Agency’s Deputy Director General for Editorial Affairs
Saad Al-Ali, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Anbaa Newspaper Youssef
Al-Marzouq, and Manager of Kuwait Journalists’
Association Adnan Al-Rashed. — KUNA

IRBIL: The Kuwaiti media delegation meets Minister of Planning of Iraq’s Kurdistan Ali Al-Sendi. — Photos by Hani Al-Shemmari

Members of the Kuwaiti media delegation are pictured with former prime minister of Iraq’s Kurdistan Dr Barham Saleh.

Kurdish minister urges larger
Kuwaiti investments in region

Kuwait honored
relief obligations 

to Syrians
GENEVA: Kuwait has honored its commitments of
granting contributions to aid Syrian refugees at the
Third International Pledging Humanitarian Conference it
hosted in March, said Chairman of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan
Advisor, Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq.

The State of Kuwait’s adherence to humanitarian acts
emanates from its robust advocacy of such an approach,
“to the extent that most eloquent words cannot reveal
how deeply Kuwait is committed to humanitarian work,”
said Dr Maatouq, speaking during a ceremony for distri-
bution of Kuwaiti grants to chiefs and deputies of inter-
national and relief organizations late Thursday.

He lauded presence of chairmen of UN and interna-
tional organizations at the ceremony, as a tribute to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah in his capacity as a ‘Humanitarian Leader.’
Kuwait’s adoption of humanitarian values at the interna-
tional level is seen crystal-clear in its activities in various
sectors such as education, health and development, as
well care programs for orphans and impoverished.

Kuwait has contributed with USD 121 million to the
UN Higher Commissioner for Refugees, USD 45 million
for each of the World Food Programme and the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and USD 20 million to each of
the World Health Organization and the International
Committee of the Red Cross. Moreover, Kuwait has also
granted USD 15 million to each of the UN Development
Programme and UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.

Ten million dollars have been earmarked for each of
the International Organization for Migration, the
UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Maatouq hailed global efforts aimed at averting acts
of annihilation, aiding violence-stricken peoples, the
orphans, the elderly and the widows. Kuwait aspires to
be an example to be followed on the humanitarian
action arena and hopes to see tangible results from the
international donations for the Syrian people, he re-
affirmed.

Generous contributions
Meanwhile, the United Nations World Food

Programme (UNWFP) welcomed the generous contribu-
tions of Kuwait to support the programme’s activities in
aiding the Syrian people, who are either internally dis-
placed or refugees in neighboring countries.

Kuwait’s contribution of $45 million demonstrates
again the generosity of both the Kuwaiti government
and HH the Amir in supporting millions of men, women
and children who are suffering from the consequences
of the conflict in Syria, Spokesperson for the World Food
Programme in Geneva Elizabeth Byers said. By this dona-
tion, the total contribution of Kuwait to the pro-
gramme’s activities for Syrian reached about $122 mil-
lion, she said, adding Kuwait has become the largest
donor country among GCC member states and the sec-
ond largest one in 2015, and the sixth largest one
between 2013 and 2015.

Humanitarian projects 
Separately, the United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) welcomed
Kuwait’s decision to support humanitarian projects
worth $300 million in Iraq and Yemen. Allocating $200
million to alleviate the suffering of the displaced in Iraq
and $100 million to aid Yemen’s people shows the
Kuwaiti role in backing humanitarian work across the
globe, OCHA director Rashid Khalikov said in a state-
ment. The details of distributing these sums will be dis-
cussed with Kuwait so as to keep it up to date with all
steps taken by the agencies to alleviate the repercus-
sions of the crises in Iraq and Yemen, he added. — KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fire broke out in a wood factory and storage in
Subhan. Subhan, Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Ardiya and backup fire
centers participated in tackling the blaze. Some firemen suf-
fered heat exhaustion and were treated on site.

Officers insulted
A Kuwaiti young man was detained at Mubarak Al-Kabeer
police station after being accused of escaping from policemen
and damaging a patrol car. A security source said the youth ran
a red light under the watchful eye of the police patrol, so he
was chased and stopped after colliding with the patrol car and
two other cars. Separately, two policemen accused a motorist
of insulting them, escaping, spitting and bragging before
entering his family’s house.

Car, cash theft
A Syrian man told Nugra police that an unidentified person

stole his car with KD 3,000 in cash inside it. He did not accuse
anyone. A case was filed for investigations. Separately, a
Kuwaiti woman told Qaser police that her son, 20, who is a Gulf
national, stole 78,000 Saudi riyals and disappeared.

Steel thieves caught
Two Asian nationals were arrested and accused of stealing
state property and driving without a license. The arrest was
made when police stopped to help a broken down car, but
noticed that the driver appeared nervous.  They also
noticed large amounts of steel inside the vehicle. The sus-
pects were taken to Jaber Al-Ali police station on suspicion
of theft.

Security campaign
A campaign by Ahmadi police led to busting two mobile gro-
cery stores. Meanwhile, Capital police arrested a citizen wanted
on KD 15,800 debt. Also, a car that was reported stolen was
found and sent to Daiya police station. 

Firemen tackle Subhan
wood factory blaze

KUWAIT: The General Traffic Department announced the clo-
sure of the Second Ring Road intersection with Jamal Abdul-
Nasser Road to build a tunnel and set up a traffic light on the
roundabout that links Jamal Abdul-Nasser Road with Gulf
Road. The closure began yesterday at dawn.

Crime
R e p o r t

Prostitution suspects
sent to deportation

KUWAIT: Residency affairs detectives are taking legal measures
to deport 48 violators engaged in prostitution in an Andalus
house. Director General of the Residency Affairs Detectives
Department Brig Saud Al-Khader asked that the house be placed
under surveillance following information that it was a refuge for
visa violators. A security source said information revealed that the
violators were Asian and that they did not only violate residency
laws, but also practiced prostitution. Orders were given to storm
the house after an undercover source gave a signal to detectives,
who found 49 persons (39 men and 10 women).

Fugitive caught
Farwaniya detectives arrested an Iranian man wanted by the Civil
Implementation Department to pay KD 114,000. The arrest was
made in Farwaniya.

Drug possession
Jahra police arrested a citizen in Sulaibiya with 23 heroin and 16
shabu envelopes. He was sent along with the narcotics to the
Drugs Control General Department. A security source said the
arrest was made when a car was stopped and searched. The sus-
pect was charged with possession of drugs for sale.

Harassment
A female citizen reported that a young man who had proposed to
her daughter several times that she had rejected, had been
harassing her with calls he repeatedly made to her mobile phone.
“I will eventually marry her whether you like it or not,” he report-
edly threatened the mother, who provided the police with infor-
mation about the suspect, noting that he keeps waiting in his
vehicle outside the building they live in Fintas. 

Maid wanted for attacking sponsor
A domestic helper became hysterical and stabbed her
employer in the head and arm in an attempt to kill her.
The victim’s husband intervened and attempted to grab
the knife from the maid, stabbing her in the side. The
maid then threw herself from a third-floor window, sus-
taining fractures and bruises. Paramedics rushed the
woman and maid to Farwaniya Hospital, while police
arrested the husband for questioning. 

Tenant hospitalized
A citizen was rushed to Farwaniya Hospital after being
stuck in an elevator in Sabah Al-Nasser. Firemen who
responded to a call found a woman in her thirties stuck
inside a building’s elevator, and it took 30 minutes to res-
cue her.

Visa violators caught
Eighteen expatriates were arrested in a Hawally private
school for violating residency visa laws, said security
sources, noting that the suspects included the school
director. Case papers indicate that immigration detec-
tives had been tipped concerning the situation in that
school and that it was harboring some illegal residents.
Getting a search warrant, detectives raided the school
and on checking the staff IDs, they found out that 19 of
them, including the manager, were in violation of immi-
gration laws. The arrested suspects include 16 Asians
with domestic labor residency and one with article 22
residencies in addition to two Britons (the principal and a
teacher) who had entered Kuwait on tourist visas they
obtained on arrival. 

Attempted murder
A citizen in his forties was arrested at Kuwait airport for being
wanted for attempted murder, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that attempting to leave, airport passports
officers found that the suspect was banned from leaving the
country because he was wanted for attempted murder, as he
had shot someone. —  Al-Rai

June, July salaries
to be paid early

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anas
Al-Saleh announced that June salaries will be paid before the
beginning of Ramadan and July salaries will also be paid
before Eid to government employees. Both the lunar months
of Ramadan and Shawwal in the Islamic calendar will start ear-
lier than June 20 and July 20 respectively.

Project offered for bidding 
Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) is expected to
finish the blueprints of the Mutlaa reservoirs project by
August pending the final approval of the project so that it
could be offered for public bidding.  Informed sources said
that the project is expected to be offered for bidding by next
year so that the project, worth KD 300 million, could be con-
cluded by 2019. 

Female judges
Responding to a recent symposium held by the Women
Cultural and Social Society to discuss appointing women as
judges, MP Abdul Rahman Al-Jeeran issued a press statement
refuting the call in general, giving international examples of
public opinion against women’s involvement in politics and
the judiciary. Jeeran also argued that Islamic regulations and
jurisprudence were totally against appointing women as
judges, giving historic examples of how difficult such a posi-
tion had been even for some great male Muslim scholars. 

Offender remanded in custody
The detention judge refused to release Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, a ruling family member who was arrested by
state security over charges of insulting His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, well-informed legal sources
said.
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: A team of young volunteers is pre-
senting an initiative for students at schools
and universities called ‘Nuwet Abni Al Kuwait’
(I have decided to build Kuwait), an academic
guidance forum sponsored by five ministries.
The program will conclude on Sunday, June
14 at the Salwa Al-Sabah Hall.

The 13-day forum includes 31 activities
provided to 6,400 people. “All the activities
are free of charge and are available for both
citizens and expats of both genders. The
activities include lectures, workshops, training
courses, symposiums for the parents and an
exhibition of private universities and compa-
nies, held at the Kuwait University and
Community Service Centers in four gover-
norates,” said Ali Dashti, founder of the proj-
ect,  during a press conference held on
Thursday at the Kuwait Journalists
Association.

This is a first-of-its-kind initiative in Kuwait
and the Middle East. “Through this forum we
aim to help the students choose a suitable
field for them in their higher studies or career.
We aim to build a successful generation that
will build a positive community, which will
help establish a developed country,” he
added.

Two parts
The activities of this project are divided

into two parts. “The first is a training course
titled ‘I can be more successful’ to increase
the learning skills of students in the interme-
diate and secondary stages and university
students who are attending summer courses.
The second activity is a workshop titled ‘I
choose my life’ for high school students to

choose their field of study or university gradu-
ates to choose their career path,” explained
Dashti.

He said that these activities aim to give
information and knowledge about future
challenges and how to face them. “This forum
provides participants with skills to face life

and study pressures and how to solve them
through training programs and international-
ly accredited exams that are presented by
specialized academic trainers,” he added.

This is the forum’s inaugural year. “We
hope that this forum will expand to include
more activities and we intend to hold it annu-
ally. I hope we will be able to hold it for a
longer period than this year. Everybody is
invited to attend the concluding ceremony
that will start from 4:30 pm with workshops,
then a lecture, followed by a honoring cere-
mony for the sponsors and participants,” con-
cluded Dashti. 

Human resources
Ghadeer Al-Juma, Executive Director of

Four G, highlighted the importance of human
resources in developing the youth. “This
forum provides workshops for students in
order to develop their abilities and rehabili-
tate them to actively perform their role in the
place they choose to work. This forum also
aims to encourage students to achieve their
ambitions. We realize that the education sec-
tor in Kuwait is still facing many challenges
that affect the youth,” she noted.

Ghazi Al-Anezi, Head of PR and Media at
the Arab Open University, provided informa-
tion about the university, which was founded
in 2002, and its programs and services it pro-
vides. Electronic registration starts on June 22,
2015 for admissions at the university. 

Ministries sponsor academic guidance for students
‘Nuwet Abni Al Kuwait’

KUWAIT: (From left) Ghadeer Al-Juma, Executive Director of Four G, Ali Dashti,
founder of the project, Ghazi Al-Anezi, Head of PR and Media at the Arab Open
University and Manal Al-Muraished, academic guide and trainer at the team, are
pictured during the press conference. —Photo by Joseph Shagra
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Russia begins high tech
military modernization  

Rights groups denounce 
arbitrary arrests in Egypt

SYDNEY: This photo taken on June 11, 2015 shows team members, Anne Aly (left) and Yassmin Abdel-Magied working on a project inside a small room trying to find ways to combat
the Islamic State group’s online propaganda machine. — AFP

SYDNEY: In a small room close by the Sydney
Opera House, 60 people representing a vast
range of communities and industries are working
feverishly to come up with ways to combat the
Islamic State group’s online propaganda
machine. The extremists’ ideology and use of
social media has struck a chord with thousands
of youngsters across the world, drawing them to
fight in Iraq and Syria or show support from their
home countries.

The United States and its allies have struggled
to counter the digitally savvy group, but a pair of
Silicon Valley entrepreneurs are leading a grass-
roots-charge to take on IS in cyberspace, travel-
ling around the world to host hackathon chal-
lenges. The latest hackathon competition-the
fourth in the past five months-is being held
alongside a two-day countering violent extrem-
ism conference in Australia’s biggest city, attend-
ed by high-level officials and experts and opened
by Prime Minister Tony Abbott.

Reaching out to youths 
The anti-extremism meeting is taking an in-

depth look at how IS-which controls large
swathes of territory in Iraq and Syria-reaches out
to youths, with technology giants Facebook,
Twitter and Google joining the more than 30 par-
ticipating countries in hashing out solutions.
Almost 25,000 foreign fighters from over 100
countries were involved in jihadi conflicts world-
wide, a recent United Nations report said, with
many headed for Iraq and Syria. Some of those
making the journey include teenage boys and
girls. The hackathon is designed to take an addi-
tional approach to countering IS.

“We marry innovation and the national secu-
rity sector, with Silicon Valley ethos and start-up
models to try and create very new, fast-paced,
high-energy (projects),” said hackathon organiz-
er Quintan Wiktorowicz, who was US President
Barack Obama’s senior adviser for countering
violent extremism from 2011 to 2013. “No single
prototype is a silver bullet to stop ISIS radicaliza-
tion. But it’s the ecosystem that we’re building
by running these (hackathons) globally and con-
necting the networks all the time,” he told AFP,
using another term for IS.

“Over five years, it can be a game changer, it
can have strategy impact.” The projects being
developed do not have to address radicalization
head on, but are meant to focus on the root
causes of why young people choose to leave
home, such as feeling disconnected from local
communities.

Extreme heroes 
Hackathon competitors are drawn from

across industries and communities that may not
normally interact with each other, with a goal to
go beyond the talking shop labels usually
slapped on conferences and come up with con-
crete programs that can turn a profit. At a three-
day “Haqqathon”-a variation on the word
hackathon using the Arabic word “haqq”, which
means truth-in Abu Dhabi in April, the people’s
choice award went to “Marhubba”, an app which
helps young Muslims tap into Islamic scholarship
to answer questions about sex and intimacy.

Silicon Valley entrepreneur Shahed
Amanullah, who co-founded start-up incubator
Affinis Labs with Wiktorowicz, said IS was “speak-

ing to a vacuum that exists in Muslim youth iden-
tity”. “It’s giving them an exciting, empowering
path to express their identity. We are not doing
that on our side,” Amanullah said. “We can’t just
say what they are doing is not Islam, we have to
say what Islam is and explain that in a way that
makes them feel good.”

Yassmin Abdel-Magied, a drilling engineer,
was working with Matthew Quinn, a counter-ter-
rorism specialist and animator Caitlin Bathgate
to create an app called “Connect Me” that she
describes as “Tinder for mentorship”. Like the
online dating app Tinder, Abdel-Magied, 24, is
hoping strangers can forge links based on their
interests.

At the same desk, Abdullahi Alim, 22, who has
a background in finance and statistics, is working
with his team on a social media campaign called
“Extreme Heroes”. “We’re looking to give young
Muslim teens that don’t have a positive or an
active Muslim role model in their life access to
non-violent male leaders in their own communi-
ty to give them a constructive identity,” Alim
said. — AFP

Hackathons take on Islamic State in cyberspace 
Social media the new frontline against extremism
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CAIRO: Masked policemen raided Hassan
Sultan’s apartment at dawn last month and
whisked his three sons to an unknown loca-
tion, before charging them with member-
ship of a “terrorist” group. The siblings are
among dozens of youth activists who have
been arbitrarily arrested in the past two
weeks as authorities press a crackdown on
opposition, human rights groups say.

Egypt launched the crackdown, targeting
all forms of dissent, after then army chief and
now President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi over-
threw his Islamist predecessor Mohamed
Morsi in 2013. Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood
was declared a “terrorist” organization, and
hundreds of people were killed. More than
40,000 people have been detained, accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch, with hundreds
sentenced to death in speedy mass trials.

On May 26, the policemen wearing uni-
forms from Special Forces units stormed the
Sultan home in search of his three sons, stu-
dents of the prestigious Al-Azhar Sunni
Muslim seat of learning. “It happened early
in the morning. They blindfolded me and my
sons, tied us from behind and made us sit on
the floor like prisoners of war,” Sultan told
AFP. “We haven’t seen them since their
arrest, but rights lawyers say they were
charged with belonging to a terrorist group
and that they are being held in a Cairo police
station.”

Sultan denies his sons were affiliated
with the Brotherhood. Freedom for the
Brave, a group of human rights lawyers who
track political detainees and provide them
with legal assistance, has documented the
disappearance of 163 people since April.
Some of them were eventually traced, most-
ly in detention, but the fate of 66 is still
unknown. And in the past 10 days alone, 23
activists have gone missing, said, prominent
activist Mona Seif. “Most of them were taken
from their homes, streets or from outside
their offices by people in civilian clothes,”
she said, adding that their families are
demanding an investigation.

Police blamed 
Pictures of the missing have been post-

ed on Facebook and Twitter, as friends and
family desperately search for information
on their whereabouts. The Facebook page
“Where is Israa Al-Tawil?” named after a 23-
year-old female university student and free-
lance photographer who has been missing
since June 1 has already attracted 10,000
followers.

Her father, Mahfouz Al-Tawil, said Israa
had gone out with friends after sitting an
exam. “Her phone was switched off. We
haven’t heard anything about her since
then,” he said. Like many parents who have
a child missing, Mahfouz blamed the police

for his daughter’s disappearance. Several
activists from the now banned April 6
group, which spearheaded the 2011 upris-
ing against Morsi’s predecessor Hosni
Mubarak, have also been jailed in recent
days.

They “were campaigning to organize a
general strike on June 11 to protest at sub-
sidy cuts that have led to a hike in prices,”
group member Mohamed Nabil said. One
of them, Ahmed Khattab, “was seized by
police on June 1 from a street” and faces
charges of membership of “an illegal group
and calling for civil disobedience,” said
human rights lawyer Anas Saeed.

Missing to be probed 
A group of 14 rights watchdogs and

political parties have denounced in a joint
statement “extra-judicial” measures by
authorities, including what they say are
“forced and unlawful disappearances”.
Other rights groups had earlier warned in a
separate statement that “the free hand
granted to security authorities... will contin-
ue to drive the country towards more vio-
lence”.

New York-based Human Rights Watch
has also joined the fray, accusing Egyptian
authorities of “using unofficial facilities,
including military bases and security
agency sites to house detainees”. — AFP 

Rights groups denounce 
arbitrary arrests in Egypt

CAIRO: A mother of a supporter of the Al-Ahly club awaits the verdict against 11 people for their role in a deadly 2012 soccer riot that
killed more than 70 people in the city of Port Said, outside a police academy on the outskirts of Cairo. — AP

Hundreds of death sentences in speedy trials 

DUBAI: A court in Bahrain has handed down sen-
tences of  up to l i fe  imprisonment against  57
Shiites accused of plotting attacks against police
and other targets ,  state media reported.  The
defendants were convicted on Thursday of forming
an organization in 2012-2013 that “used terrorism
as a way to achieve its aims,” the prosecution said
in a statement carried by the official BNA news
agency.

The high criminal court found that the group
had smuggled weapons and explosives into the
Gulf kingdom and plotted attacks against police
and v i ta l  inf rastructure ,  as  wel l  as  a  fore ign

embassy, the prosecution said.  Gulf Daily News
said the targets included the Saudi embassy and
the causeway linking Bahrain with neighboring
Saudi Arabia.  

The court handed down five life sentences, 22
15-year terms, 29 10-year terms and one three-year
term. Four defendants were acquitted. Only 33 of
the defendants are in custody. The rest were tried
in  absent ia .  General  prosecutor  Ahmed Al -
Hammadi said all those convicted except for one
were also stripped of their citizenship. 

A judicial source said that most of the defen-
dants are from the Shiite village of Bani Jamra,

near  the capital  Manama.  Shi i te- led protests
rocked the Sunni-ruled monarchy in February
2011, taking their cue from Arab Spring uprisings
that hit several Arab countries.

Although the protests were quelled with Saudi-
led support in March 2011, Shiite demonstrators
clash frequently with security forces in villages
outside Manama. Hundreds of Shiites were round-
ed up and put on trial. Top opposition figures have
been convicted of  attempting to  topple  the
monarchy. The International Federation for Human
Rights says at least 89 people have been killed
since the outbreak of the uprising in 2011. — AFP 

Bahrain jails 57 Shiites on bomb plot charges

US teen behind
ISIL tweets

faces prison
ALEXANDRIA:  A tech-savvy US teenager who was prolific
on Twitter pleaded guilty Thursday to using social media
to aid the Islamic State group, a crime punishable by up to
15 years in prison. Ali Shukri Amin, 17, who sent more than
7,000 Twitter messages in support of IS, admitted to pro-
viding advice and encouragement to the extremist outfit
and its supporters.

“Guilty, sir,” the slender high-school student, sporting
the trace of a moustache, answered when asked by the
judge in the court in Alexandria, Virginia to state his plea
to the charges. His lawyer, Joseph Flood, said the case was
unprecedented in that Amin was the first minor to be con-
victed in the United States of providing material aid to IS.

“He’s deeply remorseful,” Flood told reporters after the
hearing, adding that his client has been cooperating with
law enforcement. Under the Twitter handle
@Amreekiwitness, Amin provided IS supporters with
instructions on using the virtual currency Bitcoin to con-
ceal financial donations to the radical Islamist group and
the best way to encrypt their online exchanges.

The teenager also expressed support for jihad on his Al-
Khilafah Aridat blog. And he used what the FBI official
leading the investigation called a “prolific online pres-
ence” to offer guidance to supporters seeking to travel to
Syria to fight with IS. The Justice Department said Amin
facilitated travel for another young IS recruit, Reza
Niknejad, 18, who traveled to Syria to join the jihadist
group in January.

Niknejad was charged Wednesday in federal court in
Virginia with conspiring to provide material support to ter-
rorists, conspiring to provide material support to IS and
conspiring to kill  and injure people abroad. Flood
described Amin as a stellar student from a good family
who was outraged by rights abuses under Syria’s
President Bashar Al-Assad. “Amin has sincere religious
beliefs that led him into activity that violated US law,”
Flood said.  “He had a bright future ahead of him and he’s
made some bad decisions that he’s taking adult responsi-
bility for.”

IS message reaching America 
John Carlin, US Assistant Attorney for National Security,

urged parents to monitor what their children are doing
online. “Around the nation, we are seeing ISIL (IS) use
social media to reach out from the other side of the
world,” he said. “Their messages are reaching America in
an attempt to radicalize, recruit and incite our youth and
others to support ISIL’s violent causes.”

He added: “This case serves as a wake-up call that ISIL’s
propaganda and recruitment materials are in your com-
munities and being viewed by your youth. “This challenge
requires parental and community awareness and action to
confront and deter this threat wherever it surfaces.”
Separately, a federal court in New York unsealed an indict-
ment charging Akmal Zakirov with attempt and conspira-
cy to provide material support to the IS group, in concert
with four other suspects who already have been charged.
Zakirov faces up to 30 years in prison if convicted. — AFP 
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MERSIN: Women shout slogans in front of a banner reading (“ We will stop murdering women “) during the trial of three men at a
Turkish court facing life imprisonment over the murder and attempted rape of a 20-year-old female student. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Three men went on trial in
Turkey yesterday over the murder and
attempted rape of  a  20-year-old
female student, in a case that sparked
an outpouring of anger over the level
of  v iolence against  women in the
country.

Ozgecan Aslan was murdered in the
southern region of Mersin in February
while returning home from a shopping
trip in a minibus. The driver of the
minibus, Ahmet Suphi Altindoken, 26,
was arrested and charged with murder
and attempted rape.  His  father ,
Necmettin Altindoken, and a friend,
Fatih Gokce, are charged with helping
him cover up the crime.

In tearful and sometimes gruesome
opening test imony,  the younger
Altindoken admitted killing Ozgecan
by stabbing her in the neck. But he
denied any sexual attack. If convicted,
all face aggravated life imprisonment,
the highest penalty possible in Turkey
which involves tougher conditions
than ordinary life sentences. The term
of an aggravated life sentence was
brought in after Turkey abolished the
death penalty in 2002 as part of its bid
for EU membership.

Some public figures, including cabi-
net  ministers ,  have suggested
Ozgecan’s murderers should face the
death penalty. But the government
insisted it would never been reinstat-
ed. All three suspects were present in
court for the start of the trial in the
city  of  Tarsus  in  Mers in province,
Turkish television said.

‘Stabbed in neck’ 
Ahmet Suphi Altindoken is accused

of driving the woman to a wood after all
the other passengers had got off and
then attempting to rape her.
Prosecutors said that the young woman
fought back against using pepper spray
and that Altindoken then bludgeoned
and stabbed her. Altindoken’s father
and friend are accused of helping him
burn the body and dispose of it in a
riverbed.

To jeers from the public gallery,
Altindoken claimed it was Aslan who
started the fight, by provoking him
when he tried to take a short cut.
Altindoken, who is married with a three-
year-old child, was quoted by the
Hurriyet website as saying he started
punching and kicking Ozgecan Aslan
several times until the young woman
lost consciousness.

He said he then called Gokce for help,
who suggested killing Aslan and cutting
off her hands in an attempt to hide DNA
evidence under her fingernails.
Altindoken alleged it was his friend who
might have raped Aslan. “After that I
took the knife and stabbed her in the
neck,” he said, covering his mouth and
eyes with his hands and weeping. “May
God never let this happen to anyone,”
he added. 

‘Like a butcher’ 
The pair were later joined by

Altindoken’s father, who helped them
dispose of the body. The prosecution
showed a picture of Aslan’s burnt body

and said the suspects had burnt the
young woman’s genital area in an
apparent attempt to destroy evidence
of rape. Gokce said it took three minutes
for Altindoken to kill the young woman
and that pools of blood could be seen
around the minibus. 

“There was blood everywhere and
Suphi looked like a butcher,” he said,
adding it was “too late” to intervene.
Gokce rejected claims he had raped
Aslan, accusing the other defendants.
Necmettin Altindoken claimed his son
had suffered mental problems for years,
saying he once stabbed him during a
pre-wedding ceremony.

In a show of solidarity with the vic-
tims of violence against women, some
1,000 lawyers requested to join the trial
to represent Aslan. There was only space
for around 100 inside the courtroom.
Hundreds of supporters also massed
outside the courthouse, holding up pic-
tures of the victim and demanding jus-
tice.

Turkish authorities acknowledge
there is a grave problem of violence
against women in the country, often
involving wives killed by their husbands.
According to the non-governmental
Platform to Stop Violence Against
Women, 286 women were murdered in
Turkey in 2014 and 134 so far in 2015. In
another shocking attack in May, a
teenage Turkish woman who was com-
peting in a nationwide televised song
contest was shot in the head, allegedly
by her ex-boyfriend. Mutlu Kaya, 19,
remains in a coma. — AFP 

Trial for female student 
murder begins in Turkey
Gruesome murder sparks nationwide anger 

Israel denies
spying on Iran 

GENEVA: Swiss and Austrian investigators have launched
probes into alleged spying in hotels hosting delicate Iranian
nuclear talks, with Israel denying Thursday its secret services
were involved. The revelation comes in run-up to a June 30
deadline for a historic agreement between Iran and world
powers on curtailing Tehran’s nuclear program in return for
relief from punishing sanctions, and a day after a Russian-
based security firm said a computer worm widely linked to
Israel was used to spy on the negotiations.

Israel is vehemently opposed to a nuclear deal with Iran,
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warning that the
accord would not “block Iran’s path to the bomb”. But it has
denied spying on the talks with deputy foreign minister Tzipi
Hotovely telling Israeli army radio on Thursday: “There is no
basis to the all the international reports on Israel’s involve-
ment in the affair. 

“What is much more important is that we prevent a bad
agreement, otherwise at the end of the day we’ll find our-
selves with an Iranian nuclear umbrella.” The Swiss attorney
general’s office confirmed it had got government clearance to
launch a probe into alleged spying on May 6 and conducted a
raid six days later, seizing computer equipment, due to “suspi-
cion of illegal intelligence services operating in Switzerland.”

‘Infected by malware’
It did not specify if hotels were targeted. “The aim of this

raid was on one hand to gather evidence and to on the other
verify if information systems had been infected by malware,”
the attorney general’s office said in an email. Austria-which
has also hosted numerous rounds of the nuclear talks — said
Thursday it was also investigating possible spying at meeting
venus there.

“Investigations are ongoing” regarding the Palais Coburg
hotel, the location of many rounds of the talks including dis-
cussions this week, interior ministry spokesman Karl-Heinz
Grundboeck told AFP. Last month’s talks in Geneva held at
the luxury Intercontinental Hotel failed to bridge differences
between Washington and Tehran, especially over the crucial
issue of inspections of military sites.

The talks between Iran and the world powers have been
held in several Swiss hotels. The US State Department said it
was confident there had been no security breach in the talks.
“We’ve taken steps throughout the negotiations to ensure
that confidential details and discussions remain behind closed
doors,” spokesman Jeff Rathke told reporters in Washington.

A member of the Iranian negotiating team said its side had
always been cautious about the risk of spying and had taken
care to “preserve secrecy” during the talks. “The Iranian nego-
tiators have always taken account of the possibility and the
significant risk of listening and spying and have always acted
with caution” during the talks, said the unnamed official,
quoted by the official IRNA news agency.

Sophisticated spy tool 
Thursday’s announcements came after a Russian-based

security firm Kaspersky Lab said a malware dubbed Duqu,
which is a sophisticated spy tool that was believed to have
been eradicated in 2012, appeared to have been used to spy
on the nuclear negotiations with Iran. Duqu is similar to the
Stuxnet virus, which is believed to have been developed by
the United States or Israel in order to contain threats from
Iran, and dates back at least to 2007, according to researchers. 

“The Duqu threat actor went dark in 2012 and was
believed to have stopped working on this project-until now,”
Kaspersky Lab said in a blog post. “Our technical analysis indi-
cates the new round of attacks include an updated version of
the infamous 2011 Duqu malware, sometimes referred to as
the stepbrother of Stuxnet.” The researchers first found the
malware on their own systems and then discovered it was
being used against targets in Western countries, the Middle
East and Asia.

“Most notably, some of the new 2014-2015 infections are
linked to the P5+1 events and venues related to the negotia-
tions with Iran about a nuclear deal,” the company said in a
statement, referring to the permanent Security Council mem-
bers-Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States-plus
Germany, who are engaged in the talks. The Wall Street
Journal, which reported the findings on Wednesday, said
Kaspersky’s research backed its earlier reports that Israel was
spying on the nuclear talks. — AFP 
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NIZHNY TAGIL: It has a remote-controlled turret,
it bristles with state-of-the-art defense systems
and its computerized controls make driving it feel
“like playing a video game.” Russia’s Armata tank,
which its creator says can be turned into a fully
robotic combat vehicle, is the crowning glory of a
sweeping military modernization drive that is
rumbling forward amid a perilous confrontation
with the West over Ukraine.

But President Vladimir Putin’s expensive arms
build-up faces major hurdles as Russia’s economy
sinks under the weight of Western sanctions and
falling oil prices. The 22-trillion ruble (about $400-
billion) program, which envisages the acquisition
of 2,300 new tanks, hundreds of aircraft and mis-
siles and dozens of navy ships, was conceived
back at the time when Russia’s coffers were brim-
ming with petrodollars.

Putin vowed that the military upgrade would
go ahead as planned, and this year’s military
budget rose by 33 percent to about 3.3 trillion
rubles (nearly $60 billion). Some observers predict
that the Kremlin will inevitably have to scale down
the plans amid a grinding recession. In one of the
first harbingers of the possible curtailment of new
arms procurement, a deputy defense minister said
earlier this year that the air force will likely reduce
its order for the T-50, a costly state-of-the art fight-
er jet developed for two decades to counter the
US Raptor. Another problem is also hampering the
modernization drive: The sanctions include a ban
on the sale of military technology to Russia. Nick
de Larrinaga, Europe Editor for IHS Jane’s Defense
Weekly, predicted that Russia would find it hard to
replace Western military know-how.

Computer chips 
“They have been relying on Western sub-sys-

tems, electro-optical systems is a good example,
but also computer chips and things like that,
which Russia doesn’t make,” he said. “How Russia
goes about trying to replace these systems is
going to be a really big challenge.” The rupture of
military ties with Ukraine dealt another heavy
blow to Putin’s re-armament effort. Ukrainian fac-
tories had exported a wide array of weapons and
sub-systems to Russia, and officials acknowledged
that it would take years and massive resources to
launch production of their equivalent at home.
Since Soviet times, Ukraine specialized in building
helicopter engines, and Putin said that Russia was
setting up a capacity to produce them at home.

It could be even more challenging to substi-
tute another Ukrainian product, ship turbines. Its
refusal to deliver them has derailed the commis-
sioning of new Russian navy ships. Last month, the
Armata starred in the Victory Day parade on Red
Square, becoming an emblem of the country’s
resurgent military power. Dmitry Rogozin, a
deputy prime minister in charge of weapons mod-
ernization, likened Russia to a “big Armata” and
claimed that the new tank is 15-20 years ahead of
the current Western designs.

Speaking in a recent live TV talk show, Rogozin
also used armor as a symbol to issue a bold threat
to the West - showing how military hardware can
also be a powerful weapon in the Kremlin’s propa-
ganda war. “Tanks don’t need visas!” Rogozin
declared, in a reference to Western travel bans
and economic sanctions against Russia. Amid the
tensions with the West, Putin emphasized the
need for the nation’s defense industries to quickly
shed their dependence on imported components.

The Armata’s price hasn’t been announced,
but some observers speculated that the new tank
could be as expensive as a fighter jet, too heavy a
burden for the struggling economy. There are no
reliable cost estimates of the tank. The tank’s chief
designer, Andrei Terlikov, 52, shrugged off such
claims, saying that the Armata’s price will drop sig-
nificantly once it enters full-scale production. “In
the end, the price of those machines will be

affordable,” Terlikov told The Associated Press in
his first interview with foreign media.

Speaking at his office at the mammoth
UralVagonZavod factory in the Ural Mountains,
one of the biggest industrial plants in the world,
Terlikov described the Armata as a “decisive step
toward more advanced unmanned machines,
including those which could operate
autonomously in combat.” He emphasized that
the Armata uses only domestically produced
parts. “From the very start, we have set the task to
rely on our own resources,” he said.

Cost-efficiency 
Viktor Murakhovsky, a retired Russian army

colonel who is now the editor of the Arsenal
Otechestva military magazine, said the Armata’s
advantages come at a price - but that eventually
it may pay for itself. “The Armata is significantly
more expensive than the current models,” he
said. “But it far excels all Russian and foreign
tanks on the cost-efficiency basis.” The Armata
marks a radical departure from the traditional
Soviet and Russian tank design philosophy.
Unlike its predecessors, which had a compact
build and low silhouette for nimble maneuver-
ing, the Armata was designed to make crew pro-
tection the main focus.

“There is nothing more important today than
crewmembers’ lives,” Terlikov said. Terlikov’s

deputy, 35-year old Ilya Demchenko, said that
the onboard computer system performs most of
the technical functions, allowing the crew to
focus on key tasks. “For the crew, it’s like playing
a video game, taking some final moves and mak-
ing decisions,” he said.

De Larrinaga agreed that the Armata repre-
sented a technological advance for Russia. “The
crew has a much better chance of surviving if
the tank is destroyed,” de Larrinaga said. “If you
look at old Russian tank designs, they had a
habit of blowing up quite spectacularly with
pretty poor chances for crew survivability.” This
version corrects the partial quotation in the first
paragraph to “like playing a video game.” — AP 

Russia begins high tech military modernization  
Tank controls feel like a ‘videogame’ 

MOSCOW: In this photo taken on Saturday, May 9, 2015, Russian T-14 Armata tanks make their way during the Victory Parade marking
the 70th anniversary of the defeat of the Nazis in World War II, in Red Square. — AP

MADRID: Spain’s King Felipe VI stripped his sister Princess Cristina of
her title as Duchess of Palma de Mallorca yesterday in the latest move to
distance the royal family from the princess as she awaits trial for tax
fraud. Cristina, 49, has been indicted as part of a four-year probe into her
husband, Inaki Urdangarin, who faces charges including money-laun-
dering and fraud. Urdangarin automatically loses his title as duke at the
same time.

The couple’s trial is expected late this year. Cristina’s lawyer, Miquel
Roca, said the princess had sent a letter to the king asking for the title to
be removed but the palace said the king had made the decision before
the letter arrived and he communicated the decision to his sister by
phone Thursday. The princess was given the title when she married
Urdangarin in 1997. Cristina is sixth in line of succession to the throne
and calls have increased for her to renounce her princess title and rights
to the throne so as to protect the image of the monarchy ahead of the
trial. The couple has been sidelined from royal acts since 2011.

She is the first Spanish royal family member ordered to stand trial
since the monarchy was restored in 1975. If convicted she could face
up to four years in prison. Urdangarin, a former Olympic handball
medalist turned businessman, faces a possible sentence of up to 19
years. Urdangarin is accused of using his title to embezzle about 6
million euros in public contracts through a nonprofit foundation he
and a business partner set up. A further 15 people are charged in the
case, one of several scandals to affect the royal family under former
King Juan Carlos, who abdicated in favor of Felipe last year. On taking
the throne, Felipe said he intended to restore public trust in the
monarchy. — AP 

PALMA DE MALLORCA: In this file picture Princess Cristina of Spain
(left) and her brother King Felipe posing as they arrive for the tradi-
tional Easter Mass of Resurrection. — AFP  

Spain king removes title from sister facing trial 
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KABUL: They call it the “mini-Pentagon”-a
white marble building in the heart of
Afghanistan’s capital built with US funds
to serve as the headquarters of a modern
military more than a decade in the mak-
ing. But the newly constructed building is
a world apart from the front-lines of
Afghanistan’s unfinished war, where sol-
diers huddled at exposed checkpoints
increasingly rely on police and local mili-
tias, and where logistical bottlenecks
almost led to the loss of a key northern
city to insurgents who swept across the
northern plain in April.

US officials told The Associated Press
during an exclusive tour of the building
that the new $160 million Defense
Ministry will help the military streamline
its operations and more effectively count-
er the Taleban now that the US and NATO
combat mission has officially ended. The
five-story building with a 34-meter dome
will accommodate 2,500 employees, with
barracks for officers and enlisted men, an
ancillary garrison as well as a wastewater
treatment facility and a power plant. Three
dining halls can seat a total of 1,000 peo-
ple, and an auditorium more than 900. The
sprawling compound also includes gyms,
clinics and military courtrooms.

US funded 
The design for the 38,500 sq meter

structure was chosen from entries in a
nationwide competition open to architec-
ture students. The resulting building, a
combination of the top two designs, has

taken four years to complete. Some 70
tons of furniture, along with fixtures and
computer equipment, have added another
$33.3 million to the US taxpayer-funded
bill, and information technology alone will
add another $12 million.

“We now have the ability to be able to
see the progress and the potential of
everything that the security forces in
Afghanistan can do,” said US Maj Gen
Todd Semonite, the American commander
overseeing the transition, calling it “a new
beginning for the Ministry of Defense.”
There’s at least one key element missing -
a defense minister.

President Ashraf Ghani has yet to fill the
post in the nine months since assuming
office because of infighting with Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdullah, the man he
defeated in a hotly disputed election. It’s
hoped that his fourth nominee, Masoom
Stanekzai, will be confirmed later this
month, in time for the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. Meanwhile, away from the heavily
guarded capital and its blast-scarred
facade of order, Afghan troops are dying
in record numbers and struggling to fend
off the Taleban without the aid of US-led
ground forces and air support.

The number of Afghan forces killed and
wounded in action increased by 63 per-
cent from the start of the year until early
May, compared to the same period last
year, according to NATO figures. More
than 2,300 Afghan soldiers, police and oth-
er pro-government forces were killed dur-
ing that period, which is roughly the same

number of combat deaths the US military
has suffered since the 2001 invasion that
toppled the Taleban. Another 4,500 mem-
bers of the Afghan security forces were
wounded.

Professional army 
The stepped-up fighting across

Afghanistan has the government increas-
ingly turning to local militias for help,
undermining a decade-long effort to build
a professional army that has cost billions
of dollars. And in the northern province of
Kunduz, the Taleban nearly seized the
provincial capital in a surprise April assault,
as defenders ran low on food, fuel and
ammunition.

Around 13,000 American and NATO
forces remain following last year’s draw-
down, with the narrow mandate of train-
ing, advising and assisting Afghan forces,
and carrying out counterterrorism opera-
tions. But Washington still annually pro-
vides $4 billion of Afghanistan’s $11.5 bil-
lion defense budget. President Obama has
abandoned plans to cut troop numbers
from 9,800 to 5,500 by the end of 2015
and is expected to decide on troop levels
for 2016 later this year. The lingering pres-
ence of thousands of foreign forces, nearly
15 years into America’s longest war, indi-
cates Afghanistan’s military is not as stur-
dy as its gleaming new headquarters. “It
can’t just be about the building,”
Semonite said. “It can’t be about concrete
and steel - what is most important for this
country is capability and capacity.” —AP

KABUL: In this Wednesday, May 6, 2015, photo, US engineers chat in front of  Afghanistan’s new Defense Ministry
building. —AP

Pak shuts 
offices of
Save the 

Children
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani government shut
down the offices of the international aid group
Save the Children in the capital, Islamabad for vio-
lating its charter, the country’s interior minister
and officials said yesterday. Pakistani officials
placed a lock on the gate of the group’s offices
Thursday night and asked employees to leave.
The officials also told Pakistani employees that the
government wanted all foreign nationals working
with the charity to leave the country within 15
days. The officials spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty because they were not authorized to speak to
the media. They said the country’s Ministry of
Interior had asked authorities to shut the offices of
the group in all parts of the country. Pakistani
Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan con-
firmed that the government had shut the offices
of the group for violating the charter under which
it was allowed to operate in Pakistan. “No NGO will
be allowed to work against the interest of
Pakistan,” he told reporters. In a statement
released to the media yesterday, Save the
Children confirmed that its office in Islamabad
had been closed by the government. “Save the
Children was not served any notice to this effect.
We strongly object to this action and are raising
our serious concerns at the highest levels,” it said,
added that the group has worked in Pakistan for
over 35 years and that currently it had 1,200
employees nationwide- none of them a foreign
national.

Close collaboration 
Last year, the group’s programs in health, edu-

cation and food security reached more than 4 mil-
lion children and their families, it said. “All our
work is designed and delivered in close collabora-
tion with the government ministries across the
country, and aims to strengthen public service
delivery systems in health, nutrition, education
and child welfare,” it said.

Save the Children’s Pakistan operations have
been under intense government scrutiny due to a
local belief that the organization was somehow
connected to the May 2, 2011 killing of Al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden. A vaccination campaign,
run by a Pakistani doctor, was used by the CIA to
obtain DNA samples in the city of Abbottabad,
where bin Laden had been hiding in a secured
compound. A Save the Children employee in
Islamabad told The Associated Press that the doc-
tor, Shakil Afridi, had twice attended training
workshops organized by Save the Children in
2009 and 2010 to train Pakistani doctors about the
health care needs of children and mothers.

“That was the only link of Dr Shakil Afridi with
Save the Children. He was among more than
1,000 doctors who were trained by us about the
health care of mothers and children,” he said. The
employee spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to speak to media
on the record. He said a government commission
formed to investigate bin Laden’s killing ques-
tioned the group about the purpose of Afridi’s vis-
its to Save the Children and that the group had
fully satisfied the commission’s concerns. He said
the commission’s report was never made public,
but “We had unofficially been told that Save the
Children has been absolved of links to Dr Shakil
Afridi.”  —AP

Afghanistan gets ‘mini-Pentagon’
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KUALA LUMPUR: Four Westerners who posed naked on Malaysia’s
highest peak were sentenced yesterday to three days in jail and
fined for obscene behavior in a public place, news reports said. The
four were among 10 foreigners who stripped naked and took pho-
tos on Mount Kinabalu on May 30. A local official has said their
behavior was disrespectful to the mountain, which is believed to be
sacred, and caused an earthquake last Friday that killed 18
climbers.

Dutch citizen Dylan Snel, British student Eleanor Hawkins and
Canadian siblings Lindsey Petersen and Danielle Peterson pleaded
guilty in a court in Sabah state on Borneo Island to a charge of pub-
lic indecency, The Star newspaper said on its website. It said the
women were topless while the two men were totally nude.

Nude challenge 
The court sentenced them to three days in jail and a fine of

5,000 ringgit ($1,330) each, to be followed by their deportation, it
said. They will be released after they pay the fines because of the
time they have already spent in jail since their arrests earlier this
week, it said. The Malay Mail online news portal said the court was

told the group of 10 had challenged each other to see who could
remain naked the longest in the cold.

They ignored a plea by their mountain guide not to strip, it said.
It quoted defense lawyer Ronny Cham as saying the four had suf-
fered enough trauma and that extensive international news cover-
age of the incident has served as deterrent for others. Prosecutor
Jamil Aripin agreed that there was no link between the earthquake
and their act but said it had outraged the local community, The
Malay Mail said.

Lawyers and police could not immediately be reached for com-
ment. The magnitude-5.9 earthquake sent rocks and boulders rain-
ing down on trekking routes on the 4,095-meter (13,453-foot)
mountain. The victims were nine Singaporeans, six Malaysians, a
Filipino, a Chinese and a Japanese. The quake damaged roads and
buildings and also broke one of the famous twin rock formations
on the mountain known as the “Donkey’s Ears.” Sabah Deputy
Chief Minister Joseph Pairin Kitingan blamed the tragedy on the
foreigners for having shown disrespect to the mountain, believed
by local tribes to be a resting place for the dead.  He said a special
ritual will be conducted to appease the mountain spirits. —AP

Westerners jailed for naked 
pictures on Malaysia peak

‘Behavior was disrespectful to mountain’

Islamic Aceh 
province canes 
unwed couples

BANDA ACEH: Three couples were publicly caned in
Indonesia’s Aceh yesterday after the unmarried uni-
versity students were caught spending time alone
together in violation of the province’s strict Islamic
laws. A rowdy crowd of about 1,000 spectators shout-
ed as the three men and three women,  aged
between 18 and 23, were lashed several times each
with a rattan cane in a square in Banda Aceh, the cap-
ital of Aceh.  A fourth woman, aged in her 40s, was
also publicly caned for committing adultery. One of
the women fainted after being caned four times and
had to be carried off by officials.

“Hopefully those who are being caned will realize
their mistakes and feel remorseful and repent to God
so that they can become noble humans again,”
Ridwan, an official from the local Islamic sharia law
office who goes by one name, said before the caning.
Public caning is a common punishment in Aceh,
which is the only province in the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim-majority country that is allowed to
implement Islamic sharia law, but it is rare for women
to be caned.

Gay sex,  gambling and drinking alcohol are
already punishable by caning in Aceh which began
implementing sharia law after being granted special
autonomy in 2001, an effort by the central govern-
ment in Jakarta to quell a long-running separatist
insurgency. A flurry of new Islamic laws has been
introduced in Aceh in recent years, drawing howls of
protest from rights groups.

Just this week, Banda Aceh banned women from
entertainment venues after 11:00 pm unless they are
accompanied by a husband or male family member
and last month an Aceh district banned unmarried
men and women from riding together on motor-
bikes. More than 90 percent of Indonesians describe
themselves as Muslim, but the vast majority practise
a moderate form of the faith. —AFP

SABAH STATE: Dutch national Dylan Snel (centre right), 23, and Canadian national Danielle Petersen (centre
left), 22, arrive at a court in Kota Kinabalu. —AFP

BANDA ACEH: An Acehnese woman convicted for
“immoral acts” reacts while lashed by a hooded
local government officer during a public caning
at a square. —AFP

BEIJING: Four siblings, aged between
five and 14 and left unattended by their
parents for months, apparently commit-
ted suicide by drinking pesticide in
southwest China, the government and
state media said yesterday. The children,
a boy and his younger sisters, were
found by a villager while struggling with
convulsions after taking the poison late
Tuesday at their home in Bijie in the
remote province of Guizhou, the official
Xinhua news agency said.

They died soon after and police
believe it was a suicide, in a case high-
lighting the plight faced by rural chil-
dren left behind by their migrant
guardians. Their mother left in February
2013 after being beaten up by their
father, the provincial civil affairs authori-

ties said in a statement. Xinhua said her
whereabouts are unknown.

The father, identified as Zhang
Fangqi, left the town to work elsewhere
in March 2015, wiring money back peri-
odically,  Xinhua added, citing the
Communist Party chief of the village and
a family relative. The incident sparked
widespread public sympathy and
prompted Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
yesterday to call for “an end to such
tragedies”, vowing to punish officials
who are lax in providing due assistance
to families with similar problems.

A local government website said an
investigation had been launched and
that several officials had already been
suspended or removed from their posi-
tions. The children had apparently suf-

fered severe domestic violence in previ-
ous years and the boy had attempted to
commit suicide before, Xinhua said in a
Chinese-language report late Thursday,
citing the same female relative.

At one point the child’s left arm was
broken and his right ear was torn by his
father, she said. In August 2012, the boy
ran away from home for more than 10
days and was later made by his mother to
stand in the sun naked for over two hours
as punishment, she added. Offspring of
China’s vast army of migrant workers,
referred to as “left behind children”, often
stay in their rural homes, usually with
their ageing grandparents, partly
because access to kindergartens and
schools in cities is either extremely hard
to obtain or expensive. —AFP

China ‘left behind’ kids commit suicide
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ABOVE THE FLORIDA STRAITS: With a shift in
the relationship between Havana and
Washington, many Cubans are now attempt-
ing a risky sea crossing out of fear that the US
will change its “wet-foot, dry-foot” policy allow-
ing any Cuban reaching US land to stay and
pursue citizenship. Without it, they’d be treat-
ed like other foreigners caught illegally in the
country - ineligible for citizenship and subject
to deportation.

The US Coast Guard returns any Cuban
migrants caught at sea to the communist
island.  Authorities have captured or intercept-
ed more than 2,600 since Oct 1, and that tally is
expected to match or surpass last year’s total of
nearly 4,000. “It’s fair to say that this is the ‘Wild
West’ of the Coast Guard,” said Lt Cmdr Gabe
Somma, spokesman for the Coast Guard’s
Miami-based 7th District, which patrols the
Florida Straits. “We’ve got drugs, we’ve got
migrants and we’ve got search and rescue, and
we’ve got an enormous area, approximately
the size of the continental United States.”

Pilot’s view
The steady hum of a Coast Guard aircraft

flying low loops over these swift, dark blue
waters broadcasts a distinct message to
migrants: Nothing has changed. The Coast
Guard planes are equipped with sensors that
pick out shapes on the water’s surface miles
away. From a patrol altitude of about 1,500
feet, cruise ships look like smudges on the hori-
zon and sailboats are white dots with long
wakes. A migrant vessel appears the size of a
buoy. Pilots look for something suspicious:
waves that don’t break quite right, a dark speck
in a cloud’s shadow, the glint of something
tossed overboard or the ripple of a blue tarp.
“I’ve seen two guys on a Styrofoam sheet with
two backpacks,” Lt Luke Zitzman said from the
cockpit of a recent patrol. Coast Guard crews

will open their cargo doors to toss buckets con-
taining water and food, sometimes their own
lunches, down to migrants frantically signaling
for help. They’ve also watched migrants push
away life jackets and inflatable rafts thrown
down to keep them afloat in deep waters
before a Coast Guard cutter arrives. If they can
see a shoreline, many migrants will try to swim
for it. “That must be really frustrating, to see
that’s freedom but not realize how far away
that it really is,” said Lt Hans de Groot, the pilot
of a recent patrol.

Forced roommates
Once picked up by the Coast Guard,

migrants find themselves transferred from cut-
ter to cutter before they return to Cuba. Aboard
the cutter Charles David Jr, crew members

sometimes recognize faces among the roughly
900 migrants who have crossed the decks since
2013. A family with a 4-year-old girl has shown
up twice, and other migrants have confessed to
getting caught half a dozen times or more.
Although Lt Cmdr Kevin Beaudoin calls the
migrants his guests, some can’t be pacified. Past
guests have lashed out at crew, refused food
and water or tried to hurt themselves, hoping
to win a transfer to Florida. (That rarely works.)
“They’re humans; they’re trying to make a bet-
ter life for themselves. They’re not just trying to
come to the US to freeload. We’ve had some
that have been on board six, seven times, and
there’s definitely desperation there,” said
Boatswain 2nd Class Matthew Karas, watching
over the migrants. In their wake, the Coast
Guard burns or sinks migrants’ rafts. —AP

US coast guard, Cuban migrants 
Continue deadly hide-and-seek

‘Trying to freeload in the US’

FLORIDA STRAITS: In this photo, members of the US Coast Guard Cutter
Charles David Jr, (foreground) leaving the USCG cutter Mohawk with six
Cuban migrants. —AP

Clinton links campaign 
To middle class fight

WASHINGTON: Hillary Rodham Clinton is putting everyday
Americans at the center of her first major campaign speech
for the Democratic presidential nomination as she connects
the Depression-era struggles of her mother to the challenges
facing those who helped the nation recover from the Great
Recession. “It is your time,” Clinton will say while arguing that
hard-working Americans deserve to be rewarded for their sac-
rifices, according to aides who described the speech she’ll
deliver today during a rally at New York City’s Roosevelt
Island.

As Clinton reintroduces herself to voters, she can’t claim a
hardscrabble background of her own - she grew up comfort-
ably in postwar Chicago suburbs and attended elite universi-
ties - and can’t put herself in the same category as those hurt
by the Great Recession. She and her husband, former
President Bill Clinton, have earned millions of dollars over the
years, raising even more for their foundation, and live in a five-
bedroom home in Westchester County, New York.

Economic future 
Instead, Clinton’s speech aims to present the decision fac-

ing voters as more than just an assessment of her career as a
former first lady, US senator from New York and secretary of
state. Her campaign wants to cast the race as a choice about
the economic future of the middle class. Among her cam-
paign aides, Clinton refers to the election as a “job interview”
and the question before voters as a “hiring decision.”

“We think the question is: Can I count on you to be that
person who is going to fight for me?” said Jennifer Palmieri,
the Clinton campaign’s communications director. The speech,
Palmieri said, will showcase Clinton’s differences with a large,
and what she will describe as a monolithic, Republican presi-
dential field. Her remarks also represent an effort by her cam-
paign to cast off the shadow of scandal that has dogged her
over the past several months. Clinton has seen her personal
approval ratings drop amid questions about her wealth, use of
a private email account and server as secretary of state, and
the financial dealings of her family charity.

“Hillary Clinton’s latest campaign reset won’t change a
thing,” said Republican National Committee Chairman Reince
Priebus. “She still refuses to answer the serious questions sur-
rounding her finances, her family foundation, and her secret
email server.” The RNC is airing an ad in Washington and New
York City that criticizes Clinton’s campaign rollout. —AP
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DANNEMORA: Squads of law enforce-
ment officers yesterday began a seventh
day of trying to track down two murder-
ers who escaped from a maximum-secu-
rity prison in northern New York and
could be hiding out in swampy terrain
swarming with blood-sucking insects.

Armed officers in body armor board-
ed New York state prison system buses
soon after dawn in the village of
Dannemora, where David Sweat and
Richard Matt used power tools to cut
their way out of their neighboring cells
last weekend. Meanwhile, suspicions
swirled around a female prison employ-
ee believed to have had a role in the
escape last weekend.

The hundreds of state, federal and
local officers spent Thursday searching a
swampy patch of woods just east of
Dannemora after investigators received
tips that the convicts were in the area.
Tracking dogs had picked up the scent
in the morning. Search teams slogged
knee-deep through marshes and steams
and endured the Adirondacks’ biggest
warm-weather nuisances: swarms of
black flies and mosquitoes.

40-foot walls 
The main road leading into

Dannemora, remained closed for a sec-
ond day yesterday, as did the local
school district. Investigators believe the
prison employee had agreed to be the
getaway driver, but she never showed
up, a person close to the case told The
Associated Press. Sweat, 34, and Matt,

48, cut through steel and bricks and
crawled through an underground steam
pipe. They emerged from a manhole
outside the 40-foot walls of the maxi-
mum-security Clinton Correctional
Facility, about 20 miles south of the
Canadian border, and were discovered
missing early Saturday, authorities said.

The person close to the investigation
said authorities believe Joyce Mitchell -
an instructor at the prison tailor shop,
where the two convicts worked - had
befriended the men and was supposed
to pick them up Saturday morning.
Mitchell has not been charged. Matt
was serving 25 years to life for the 1997
kidnap, torture and hacksaw dismem-
berment of Matt’s 76-year-old former
boss, whose body was found in pieces
in a river. After the killing, Matt fled to
Mexico, where he killed a man outside a
bar.

Sweat was doing life without parole
for his part in the 2002 killing of sheriff’s
Deputy Kevin Tarsia, who was shot 15
times and run over after discovering
Sweat and two accomplices transferring
stolen guns between vehicles. Virtanen
reported from Albany. 

Contraband used suspected 
A married woman smuggled contra-

band into a maximum-security New
York prison for two convicted killers
who cut their way to freedom from the
jail a prosecutor said yesterday. Joyce
Mitchell “provided some form of equip-
ment or tools to the convicts before

they escaped. 
The Clinton Correctional Facility,

Andrew Wylie, Clinton County District
Attorney said “I’m not going to get into
the details of exactly what she brought
into the facility. But to confirm, she has
not brought power tools into the facili-
ty based on our investigation.” 

Mitchell  has been questioned
almost daily and is cooperating, but
has not yet been charged, Wylie said,
although he told CNN that he was con-
sidering accessory and contraband
charges. The Wall Street Journal report-
ed that prison officials also investigated
in the last 12 months whether Mitchell
formed a relationship with Sweat while
working together in a prison tailoring
shop. The report found not enough evi-
dence to take action against Mitchell,
but Sweat was pulled out of the tailor-
ing shop, the newspaper reported.

District schools remained closed
for a second day Friday as hundreds
of police combed thick woods and
swamps around the prison following
reports that dogs had picked up a
scent. CNN and ABC News said dogs
picked up a scent about three miles
from the prison. A footprint and food
wrappers were found at a spot where
the men could have bedded down,
CNN said .  State  pol ice  refused to
c o m m e n t  o n  s p e c i f i c s ,  t e l l i n g
reporters that they were wary of giv-
i n g  t h e  t w o  m u r d e r e r s  a n y  t i p s ,
should they be holed up watching
the news on television. — Agencies 

Search for convicts 
enters seventh day
Employee believed to have aided in escape

Obama trade
agenda on brink

in Congress
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama yesterday went to
Congress yesterday for a frantic round of lobbying ahead of a crucial
vote on his sweeping trans-Pacific trade agenda. The House of
Representatives is expected to vote mid-day Friday on final passage
of so-called Trade Promotion Authority, and while Republican leaders
are confident they have the momentum to get it across the finish
line, the vote remains a toss-up.

TPA, which has already passed the Senate, would allow Obama to
finalize negotiations with 11 other Pacific Rim countries on what
would be the largest trade agreement ever, a massive pact with
Japan, Australia, Chile, Vietnam and others that would affect an esti-
mated 40 percent of global commerce. With the vote on a razor’s
edge, and Obama’s entire trade agenda seemingly imperiled, the
president dashed to Capitol Hill for a last-minute arm-twisting ses-
sion with Democrats, most of whom are in open revolt against granti-
ng the president powers to complete a historic trans-Pacific trade
accord.

He needs a simple majority in the House, where the bulk of votes
will come from rival Republicans, although roughly 20 Democrats will
need to sign on if TPA is to pass. In another foray into hardball poli-
tics, Obama made an unannounced stop Thursday night at the annu-
al congressional baseball game in Washington to seek support for a
measure that labor leaders say will cost American jobs. As Obama
mingled with Democrats and Republicans, the crowd behind the
Republican dugout began chanting “TPA! TPA!”

Labor leaders fear job losses 
Some Democrats fear that supporting measures unpopular with

the labor movement or other core constituencies could cost them
their seat in 2016. In a blunt response Thursday, White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said “members of Congress should be more
concerned about the jobs of Americans than their own jobs.”

Also on Thursday, the House easily passed a trade preferences bill
aimed at helping Africa’s developing economies, and which included
a new funding mechanism for a program known as Trade
Adjustment Assistance, which provides aid to US workers displaced
by globalization. The new offset was seen as a bipartisan compro-
mise between House Speaker John Boehner, who supports the trade
package, and top House Democrat Nancy Pelosi, a staunch Obama
ally who has yet to announce her trade position.

Hours later, TPA cleared a House procedural hurdle by the nar-
rowest of margins, setting up yesterday’s votes. Lawmakers will con-
sider three separate measures; the first, Trade Adjustment Assistance,
is strongly backed by Democrats but viewed skeptically by
Republicans. Leaders arranged it so that TAA must pass in order for a
vote to proceed on TPA. A third vote occurs on a customs and
enforcement measure, a catch-all bill into which Republicans have
added several of their priorities, including a provision barring trade
deals from requiring Washington to address climate change, and
another that forbids such pacts from loosening immigration laws.

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Paul Ryan sought
to assuage the concerns expressed by many lawmakers about the
secrecy shrouding the trade negotiations. Writing in the Washington
Examiner, Ryan stressed that TPA will force the administration to fol-
low “specific requirements” on the trade accord, known as the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. “Every member of Congress will get to read the
current draft of the TPP agreement. Every member will also get regu-
lar briefings on the latest state of play and even get to attend negoti-
ating rounds in person,” Ryan said. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this June 9, 2015 file photo, President Barack
Obama speaks during a press conference. — AP 

SARANAC: Police conduct a search yesterday near Saranac, New York. Law enforcement continued their search for prison-
ers Richard Matt and David Sweat after they escaped the maximum security section of the prison nearly a week ago. — AP 
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LILLE, France: A court sketch made yesterday shows (from left) defendant and former Carlton Public Relations officer Rene Kojfer, ex-police commissioner and defendant Jean-
Christophe Lagarde, partner and associate of French-born pimp Dominique Alderweireld or “Dodo la Saumure”, Beatrice Legrain, former director of the BTP Eiffage construction
group subsidiary and defendant David Roquet, French-born pimp Dominique Alderweireld or “Dodo la Saumure”, French businessman and defendant Fabrice Paszkowski, defendant
Emmanuel Riglaire and former IMF chief and defendant Dominique Strauss-Kahn sit in the dock during their trial in the so-called “Lille Carlton Hotel Case” at a courthouse in this
northern French city yesterday. — AFP 

LILLE, France: A French court yesterday acquit-
ted former IMF chief Dominique Strauss-Kahn
of pimping charges, drawing a line under a
series of legal woes over his sexual escapades.
The 66-year-old economist merely nodded his
head in acknowledgement of the verdict, the
finale of a colorful trial which dragged intimate
details of his sex life into the public eye. His
acquittal on the charge of “aggravated pimp-
ing” did not come as a surprise after the prose-
cutor called for him to be let off due to lack of
evidence at the end of the three-week trial in
February.

Chief judge Bernard Lemaire ruled that
Strauss-Kahn was not the “instigator” of orgies
attended by prostitutes but merely the “benefi-
ciary of group sex”. In France, while prostitution
is legal, procuring and benefiting from the prac-
tice is punishable by up to 10 years in prison.
Strauss-Kahn’s veteran lawyer Henri Leclerc, 84,
said the verdict proved his assessment that
there was “no fact of any nature proving” his
client’s guilt.

The trial was the latest in a long series of
high-profile corruption or sexual scandals that
have landed Strauss-Kahn in the dock in the
past 15 years only to fizzle out. Most recently,
Strauss-Kahn saw his high-flying career at the

head of the International Monetary Fund - and
his French presidential prospects - implode
when a New York hotel maid accused him of
sexual assault in 2011. Not long after those
criminal charges were dropped and the case
settled in a civil suit, his name cropped up in a
probe into a prostitution ring in northern
France, which provided sex workers for orgies
he attended. 

The courtroom in the northern city of Lille
heard lurid details of champagne-fuelled orgies
attended by Strauss-Kahn as his lawyers
accused the court of putting his morals, and
prostitution itself, on trial. Strauss-Kahn said
that while he was a libertine who enjoyed
group sex, he was unaware any of the women
attending soirees in Paris,  Brussels and
Washington, had been paid to be there.

Judge Lemaire said there had been several
inconsistencies in the testimony of former pros-
titutes who attended the parties and gave dra-
matic accounts of nights of “carnage”. They said
Strauss-Kahn would have been “naive” to be
unaware of their role and recounted brutal
scenes in which he sodomized them. Their
lawyers’ insistence on Strauss-Kahn’s prefer-
ence for anal sex caused the otherwise unflap-
pable man to lose his patience, saying he was

not on trial for “deviant practices”. “I must have
a sexuality which, compared to average men, is
more rough. Women have the right not to like
that, whether they are prostitutes or not,” he
said.

He said the use of prostitutes “horrified” him
and that paying for sex would be too great a
risk for a man at the head of the IMF, which was
busy “saving the world” from the financial crisis
that began in 2008.

Case ‘Collapsed’ 
In their closing arguments, his lawyers said

the case against him had “collapsed” and the
prosecution appeared to agree. Main prosecu-
tor Frederic Fevre called for Strauss-Kahn to be
acquitted, saying that “neither the judicial
enquiry nor the hearing have established that
Mr. Strauss-Kahn is guilty”, In another boost for
Strauss-Kahn, the two ex-prostitutes who testi-
fied dropped a civil lawsuit against him, with
their lawyers conceding they lacked enough
proof to win the case.

Strauss-Kahn found himself in the dock
alongside a colorful cast of 13 characters
accused of taking part in a prostitution ring in
northern France. Of these, 12 were also acquit-
ted, including brothel owner Dominique

Alderweireld, known as “Dodo the Pimp”. “I’m
very happy. I was expecting a prison sentence,”
Alderweireld told a scrum of waiting reporters
after the verdict was handed down. The only
conviction for pimping was handed down to
the former manager of the upmarket Carlton
hotel in Lille, where some of the accused threw
sex parties for well-connected local business-
men and police officers attended by prostitutes.
He was given a one-year suspended sentence. 

It is unclear what the acquittal means for
Strauss-Kahn, a former star in the Socialist party,
but a poll before the trial showed 56 percent of
French people questioned had no desire to see
him return to politics and saw him as immoral
and a misogynist. However 79 percent of peo-
ple questioned thought Strauss-Kahn would
have been a better president than the deeply
unpopular Francois Hollande.

France is used to seeing Strauss-Kahn in the
dock. In 1999 he stepped down as finance min-
ister after corruption allegations and he was
also implicated in a financial scandal related to
former state oil company Elf Aquitaine. He was
also investigated a year later for giving tax
breaks to fashion guru Karl Lagerfeld. Each time
he has been acquitted or charges have been
dropped. — Reuters 

DSK acquitted in vice trial 
French court drops charges against ex-IMF chief
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NEW YORK: A setback in Greek debt talks
weighed down US and European shares yes-
terday, with some investors also holding off
bets ahead of a US Federal Reserve policy
meeting next week, while oil prices fell on
concerns production may rise further. The
International Monetary Fund raised the
stakes in Greece’s stalled debt talks Thursday,
as its delegation left negotiations in Brussels
because of “major differences” with Athens.
European and Greek politicians said yester-
day talks would continue in a bid to reach a
deal by June 18, but for traders it dented ear-
lier optimism about a debt agreement.

“We are getting closer and closer to D-day
and this take-it-or leave-it scenario,” said
Derek Halpenny, European head of global
market research at Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi,
referring to the deadline for the talks. “But
nobody in my view is ready to trade the
(Greek exit) view yet. The expectation is still
that a deal will be reached.” Meanwhile, US
investors anticipated the Federal Reserve
June 17 statement following its policy meet-
ing, which they hope will provide some clues
on timing of the first US interest rate hike in
almost a decade.

“Investors don’t want to make any big

moves ahead of the meeting and Greece cer-
tainly continues to be a big factor,” said
Adam Sarhan, chief executive of Sarhan
Capital in New York. Wall Street was lower in
morning trading. At 11:03 am ET (1503 GMT),
the Dow Jones industrial average fell 173.83
points, or 0.96 percent, to 17,865.54, the S&P
500 lost 17.04 points, or 0.81 percent, to
2,091.82 and the Nasdaq Composite
dropped 38.21 points, or 0.75 percent, to
5,044.30.

Oil prices dipped after Saudi Arabia said it
was ready to raise output further to meet
strong demand. Brent crude oil for July fell 65
cents to $64.45 a barrel, while US crude
dropped 71 cents to $60.06. US Treasuries
yields fell as lower stock prices and concerns
about a Greek default spurred safe-haven
demand for US government debt ahead of
the Fed policy meeting next week. MSCI’s all-
world country index fell 0.5 percent but was
on track for its first weekly gain out of four.

Rosy US Data
US data yesterday provided a rosy picture

of the economy. The University of Michigan’s
preliminary June read on consumer senti-
ment came in at 94.6, up from the final read-

ing of 90.7 the month before and above the
median forecast of 91.5 among economists
polled by Reuters. US producer prices in May
recorded their biggest increase in more than
2-1/2 years as the cost of gasoline and food
rose, suggesting that an oil-driven down-
ward drift in prices was nearing an end.

The dollar index trimmed gains after the
data but was still up 0.04 percent against a
basket of currencies. If US economic momen-
tum is sustained, market participants are
increasingly expecting September as the
month for rate hikes. The pan-European
FTSEurofirst 300 index fell 1.3 percent, while
the euro added 0.09 percent against the dol-
lar and was on track to climb for a second
straight week. Greek assets bore the brunt of
the pain in Europe, with the Athens ATG
index down almost 6 percent. The MSCI’s
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
rose 0.35 percent and Japan’s Nikkei barely
finished up 0.12 percent. On top of the Greek
news, euro zone industrial output rose in
April but by less than expected. Still, Britain’s
economic growth rate looked to have been
stronger than previously estimated after the
country’s statistics office revised the way it
measured the construction sector. — Reuters 

Oil down as 
Saudis look to 

raise output
NEW YORK: Oil fell for the second straight day yes-
terday, with investors taking more profits from the
week’s gains after Saudi Arabia’s readiness to raise
production to record highs reignited worries about
oversupply. Gasoline also fell, retreating from sev-
en-month highs. Even so, the fuel had one of the
strongest fundamentals on the US oil complex,
traders said, due to runaway demand from rela-
tively low pump prices and seasonally busy road
travel.

Greece’s debt crisis dominated sentiment on
global markets, helping the dollar stay steady
against the euro and keeping a lid on crude’s
rebound. A stronger greenback makes oil, sold in
dollars,  less affordable to euro holders.  After
Thursday’s 1 percent drop, crude extended its
downdraft by another 1 percent as Saudi Arabia
said it was in talks with Indian buyers to supply
additional oil, meaning it could top the record 10.3
million barrels per day produced in May.

Saudi Arabia and others in the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries already pro-
duce 1 million to 2 million bpd above their collec-
tive target of 30 million bpd. The kingdom’s latest
stance raises worries about oversupply just as
signs emerge that some of the glut in US shale
might be receding. “I think oil is stuck in a range
until we get clearer info on inventory trends,” said
ICAP crude oil broker Scott Shelton. US crude was
down 77 cents at $60 a barrel by 11:13 am EDT
(1513 GMT).  Brent crude s l ipped 63 cents  to
$64.48. For the week, both Brent and US crude
were up 2 percent.

The Internat ional  Energy Agency said on
Thursday it expected world oil demand to rise
more than expected this year on the back of eco-
nomic recovery and a relatively cold winter in the
northern hemisphere. But JBC Energy analysts said
the IEA focused on the first half of 2015, meaning
demand would ta i l  of f  by the year-end.  “We
believe ... growth will likely slow as the price-dri-
ven demand upswing of recent quarters fades”
over the second half, the analysts wrote.

US drilling rig data later yesterday was to indi-
cate whether more oil or less could be expected in
coming months. The rig count is at 2010 lows after
26 straight weekly declines. “Prices continue to
grind lower, but improving demand prospects and
the rig count data later today seem to slow the
decline,” said Carsten Fritsch, senior oil analyst at
Commerzbank in Frankfurt.— Reuters 

LONDON: Gold was little changed yesterday as the
impact of a stronger dollar and signs of increased
momentum in the US economy was offset by lower
equities and uncertainty over the Greece crisis.
Bullion was however heading for its first weekly rise
in four, capitalizing on gains made earlier in the
week, when the dollar was weaker and worries
increased over Greece. Spot gold, lower initially, was
unchanged at $1,181.60 an ounce by 1413 GMT,
while US gold futures for August delivery were up
$1.10 at $1,181.40 an ounce.

A stronger dollar, up 0.2 percent against a basket
of leading currencies, weighed on gold, making it
more expensive for holders of other currencies. Data
yesterday showed US producer prices in May record-
ed their biggest increase in more than 2-1/2 years,
while US  consumer sentiment rose more than
expected in June. A firming economy could likely

prompt the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates in
September, which would boost the dollar further, in
turn denting demand for non-interest-paying bul-
lion.

“The weakness we saw in gold starting last week
was due to great jobs numbers out of the US,” ING
Bank senior strategist Hamza Khan said. “We expect
a single rate hike in 2015, the million dollar question
is whether a rate hike will be able to push it below
$1,150.” The market was waiting for more US data
and the US Federal  Reserve’s  Open Market
Committee meeting next week.

However, the metal gained some support from
lower global equities and deteriorating Greek debt
talks. Greece said it would not cross its “red lines” as
it looked to intensify political negotiations for an
agreement, saying a decision by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to leave negotiations on

Thursday was designed to put pressure on Athens.
“The perception is that Europe can handle a Greek
default better than it would have in 2010, when gold
fell on the back of the unfolding of the Greek crisis
and the fear of contagion to other periphery coun-
tries,” Natixis analyst Bernard Dahdah said.

Gold is usually seen as a hedge against political
and financial risk, although the impact on demand
from wider political concerns is usually short lived.
Weak physical  demand and outflows from
exchange-traded funds continue to undermine gold
prices, traders said. Earlier this week, assets of the
world’s top exchange-traded gold fund hit their low-
est since September 2008, the month Lehman
Brothers filed for bankruptcy. Silver was down 0.9
percent at $15.89 an ounce, while platinum fell 0.6
percent to $1,095 an ounce and palladium lost 0.8
percent to $737.25 an ounce. — Reuters 

Gold flat as dollar offsets weak shares

NEW YORK: Wingstop President & CEO Charles Morrison (center) is joined in applause during opening bell ceremonies at
the Nasdaq MarketSite to mark his company’s IPO at Times Square yesterday. Wingstop is a leading franchisor and oper-
ator of restaurants that specialize in cooked-to-order, hand-sauced and tossed chicken wings. — AP 

Shares fall on Greek woes
Dollar trimmed though consumer sentiment data rises
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JERUSALEM: The head of French telecoms giant Orange told
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday his company
had no truck with a campaign to boycott the Jewish state,
despite Israeli allegations. “I regret, deeply, this controversy,”
Stephane Richard told Netanyahu in English in videotaped
remarks distributed by the premier’s office. “I want to make it
totally clear that Orange as a company has never supported
and will never support any kind of boycott against Israel,” he
said, on the second day of a peacemaking visit to Israel.

A row erupted after remarks by Richard during a news
conference in Cairo on June 3 in which he said the firm was
planning to withdraw its brand from Israel at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity. Orange licences its name and logo for use
by Israeli firm Partner Communications under an agreement
due to run until 2025. Israel reacted furiously to Richard’s
comments, accusing him of bowing to a Palestinian-led boy-
cott campaign.

In statements at the start of yesterday’s meeting,
Netanyahu went straight on the offensive as Richard stood at
his side. “It’s no secret that the remarks you made last week
were widely seen as an attack on Israel,” he said. “We seek a
genuine and secure peace with our Palestinian neighbours
but that can only be achieved through direct negotiations
between the parties without preconditions, it will not be
achieved through boycotts and through threats of boycotts.”

The Orange chief flew into Israel on Thursday for a two-
day visit in a bid to soothe Israeli anger. Richard’s Cairo com-
ments were interpreted in Israel as a response to a report by a
group of NGOs which accused Orange of indirectly support-
ing settlement activity through its agreement with Partner.

‘Miserable Remarks’ 
Partner operates in Israeli settlements in the occupied

West Bank, which are illegal under international law and wide-

ly opposed by the international community. “We are doing
business, we are doing communication, we are here to con-
nect people, certainly not to participate in any kind of boy-
cott,” Richard told Netanyahu.  “Our will is to strengthen and
to keep on investing here,” he said, referring to local sub-
sidiaries unconnected to Partner. Orange says Israel is the only
country in the world where it has a trademark agreement with
a company that is not a subsidiary. Under the deal it cannot
use the Orange name for its own activities there. In a recent
letter to Israel’s deputy foreign minister Tzipi Hotovely, seen
by AFP, Richard wrote that the Orange group “has a lasting
presence in Israel” through its Fab Israel startup accelerator
program and subsidiaries such as its business services unit and
Internet television specialist Viaccess-Orca. “In Israel, we have
been active for over 20 years and we are continually investing
in our companies and in our people,” an Orange statement
quoted Richard as telling Netanyahu yesterday. — AFP 

Orange CEO tells Israel he will never back boycott

ATHENS/BRUSSELS: EU officials revealed
yesterday that they had held their first for-
mal talks on the worst-case scenario for
Greece, but the darkening outlook failed to
fluster Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, who
holed up with his negotiators after proclaim-
ing his optimism at an open air concert. No
one knows, least of all in Athens or Brussels,
whether the anti-austerity government can
reach a deal with its international lenders
before an end-June deadline to avoid put-
ting the country in grave danger of crashing
out of the euro zone.

But senior European Union officials are
taking no chances, and have discussed a
series of scenarios, several officials told
Reuters. These included a potential Greek
default on a 1.6 billion euro payment to the
International Monetary Fund, the global
lender of last resort, at the end of this month,
they said. While Europe let loose a barrage of
warnings, the leftist Greek government
exuded calm and optimism. A cheerful
Tsipras was mobbed by supporters late on
Thursday at an open air concert to celebrate
the reopening of a TV station, still wearing
the blue suit he had worn at crisis talks that
morning in Brussels.

His boisterous mood belied his tough
talks with German Chancellor Angela Merkel
and French President Francois Hollande on
Wednesday, and European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker on Thursday.
Juncker jokingly called the meeting hall a
“torture room”. The failure to break a stale-
mate over a cash-for-reforms deal prompted
the IMF to withdraw its team of experts. It
also convinced EU officials holding scenario
planning at a meeting in Bratislava to brace
for the worst.

Government representatives, preparing
next week’s Eurogroup meeting of euro
zone finance ministers, concluded in the
Slovak capital that there were three scenar-
ios, and that the best of them, reaching a
deal next week, was now the least likely. The
second scenario was a further extension of
Greece’s current bailout program, which
expires this month at the same time as
Greece must repay 1.6 billion euros to the
IMF. The third - discussed formally for the
first time at such a senior level in the EU -
was to accept that Greece could default. The
meeting reached no decision or concrete

conclusion, the officials said.

Extreme Scepticism
Most officials argued it was unlikely that

creditors, which include the European
Central Bank, would strike a deal on
reforms with Athens in time to disburse 7.2
billion euros still available under a rescue
program extended in February for four
months. “It would require progress in a
matter of days that has not been possible in
weeks. The reaction of the ECB, the IMF and
several member states was extremely scep-
tical,” one official familiar with the discus-
sions said. The Greek representative at the
meeting said Athens would do everything
to reach a deal in time, other officials said.
That would in effect mean an agreement in
time to be endorsed by the Eurogroup
when it meets in Luxembourg late on June
18. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel
urged Greece and its creditors yesterday to
keep pushing for a deal. “Where there’s a
will there’s a way but the will has to come
from all sides so it’s important that we keep
speaking with each other,” she told a con-
ference in Berlin. Tsipras’s government was

elected in February on a platform to reject
the austerity policies it says have worsened
one of the deepest economic depressions
in modern times. It says it wants a deal with
creditors that would keep Greece in the
euro zone, but not at a cost of violating “red
lines” such as deeper cuts to pensions and
workers’ rights.

Common Cause
Thursday’s walkout by IMF experts gave

Athens one area of common cause with its
European creditors. “The non-participation
of the IMF in the political negotiation
amounts to nothing more than putting
pressure on everyone - the Commission,
the ECB, Greece,” a Greek official said. “It is
piling pressure in all directions - especially
Berlin - with the aim of implementing
tough policies in Greece in order to secure
its money.”

Tsipras has tried to create an impression
of business as usual. His first engagement
after rushing home from Brussels on
Thursday was the concert celebrating the
revival of the ERT state TV station, closed
exactly two years ago under cuts ordered
by the EU and IMF lenders. — Reuters 

ATHENS: Greece’s Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras (left) welcomes Egyptian Defense
Minister Gen Sedki Sobhi Sayyid Ahmed at his office yesterday. Greek officials said the
discussions concerned security issues in the region. Greece and Cyprus have agreed to
work closer with Egypt on proposed Mediterranean natural gas projects. —AP 

EU holds first talks 
on Greek default 

Athens holds out hope 

Merkel: Strong 
euro hurting 

fruits of reforms
BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel said yesterday that a
strong euro would make it more difficult for eurozone countries to
enjoy the benefits of the structural reforms they have pushed
through.  In the global economy, “a very strong” euro would make it
difficult for countries such as Spain and Portugal, which adopted sig-
nificant reforms during the economic crisis, to “harvest the fruits of
those reforms, in exports, for example,” Merkel told a congress for
family-run businesses in Berlin. 

Germany, one of the world’s top exporters, has benefitted from a
weakening of the euro in recent months, as it makes its exports
cheaper. Turning to Greece, Merkel said she hoped a solution could
still be found between Athens and its creditors. “Where there is a will,
there is a way,” the chancellor said. “But there must be a will on all
sides. That’s why I think it is right that we continue to talk to one
another again and again.” 

Greece said it needed to clinch a deal with its EU-IMF creditors by
June 18 to avert a default on its debt, as pressure mounts on Athens
to give in to tough reform demands. One of Greece’s key creditors,
the International Monetary Fund, pulled its team out of negotiations
on Thursday because of major differences, dampening earlier opti-
mism from the Europeans that an agreement could be close.

Merkel said it was “not the first time that a country has had to
push through structural reforms. That’s why we say individual effort
and solidarity go hand in hand in Europe. That applies to everyone.”
Earlier, the head of the federation of family-run businesses, Brun-
Hagen Hennerkes, had criticised the European Central Bank and its
recent monetary policy measures, such as a massive bond purchase
programme. 

But Merkel defended the ECB’s actions. “A central bank such as
the ECB must consider what must be done if inflation is too low,” she
said. The ECB has come under fire in Germany for a controversial pro-
gram of so-called quantitative easing or QE, a massive 1.0-trillion-
euro ($1.1-trillion) bond purchase program with which it hopes to
push stubbornly low inflation in the single currency area back up to
rates that are compatible with healthy economic growth. — AFP

BERLIN German Chancellor Angela Merkel addresses the
association of family businesses at the Adlon Hotel yester-
day. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US consumer confidence surged
in early June on expectations that a tightening
labor market would spur big wage raises, which
could further stimulate spending and overall eco-
nomic growth later this year. The upbeat con-
sumer sentiment survey on Friday capped off a
week of strong economic data and was the latest
indication that growth was regaining momentum
after a sluggish start to the second quarter. The
rise in sentiment came despite higher gasoline
prices, which contributed to producer prices
recording their biggest increase in more than 2-
1/2 years in May.

Strong consumer confidence, together with a
tightening labor market, bullish retail sales and
firming inflation pressures may provide the
Federal Reserve reassurance about the US eco-
nomic outlook amid expectations it will hike
interest rates this year. The US central bank’s poli-
cy-setting committee meets on Tuesday and
Wednesday. “While more progress needs to be
seen before the Fed feels sufficiently confident in
the sustainability of the recovery, they will cer-
tainly take comfort in the fact that things are
beginning to move in the right direction,” said

Millan Mulraine, deputy chief economist at TD
Securities in New York.

The Fed has kept its benchmark overnight
lending rate near zero since December 2008 and
is not expected to raise rates before September.
The University of Michigan’s consumer sentiment
index rose to 94.6 in early June from 90.7 in May.
Consumers were the most favorable about their
personal financial prospects since 2007, with
households expecting the largest wage gains
since 2008. Consumers also expected inflation to
remain low over the foreseeable future. “We
could get more good news on the spending front
in the coming months,” said Bricklin Dwyer, an
economist at BNP Paribas in New York.

The economy contracted in the first quarter,
weighed down by a host of factors, including
bad weather, port disruptions and a strong dol-
lar. Growth estimates for the second quarter
were raised this week to as high as a 3.2 percent
annual rate. US financial markets were little
moved by Friday’s data as traders focused on
the latest twists in Greece’s debt crisis.  US
Treasury debt prices were higher, while the dol-
lar slipped against a basket of currencies. US

stocks indexes also fell.

Inflation Stabilizing
In a separate report, the Labor Department

said its producer price index for final demand
increased 0.5 percent last month, the largest gain
since September 2012. It followed a 0.4 percent
decline in April. The data suggested an oil-driven
downward drift in prices was nearing an end. The
stabilization in inflation, together with tightening
labor market could see inflation rise back toward
the Fed’s 2 percent target. “Inflation pressures
have a heartbeat and should rise further over the
next year as the economy is at or very near full
employment levels,” said Chris Rupkey, chief
financial economist at MUFG Union Bank in New
York.

In the year to May, the PPI fell 1.1 percent,
marking the fourth straight 12-month decrease.
Prices dropped 1.3 percent in the 12 months
through April, the biggest fall since 2010. A sharp
decline in crude oil prices since last year and the
strong dollar have weighed on producer prices.
Last month, gasoline prices surged 17 percent, the
largest increase since August 2009. — Reuters 

Fuel rebound, egg shortage 
push up US wholesale prices

Consumer sentiment rises strongly 

ATLANTA: In this June 6, 2015 photo, Ailyn Lopez, 13, catches a watermelon from her mother Maria Cantellano as they load up a
customer’s pickup truck at their stand at the Atlanta Farmers Market. — AP 

UK growth 
set for boost 
LONDON: Britain’s economic growth rate last year
and in early 2015 looks to have been stronger than
previously estimated after the country’s statistics
office revised the way it measured the construction
sector. The pace of growth in gross domestic prod-
uct in 2014 could rise to 3.1 percent -the highest
since 2003 - from a previous reading of 2.8 percent
due to the changes in the construction data, the
Office for National Statistics said yesterday. In the
first three months of 2015, quarterly GDP growth
would be 0.4 percent, up from a previous estimate
of 0.3 percent, assuming no further changes to data
covering other areas of the economy such as the far
bigger services sector.

A new reading of GDP is due on June 30.
Construction makes up 6.4 percent of Britain’s
economy. The ONS changed the way it calculates
price changes and its method for seasonal adjust-
ments in the construction data. It also said the
increase in GDP last year might be affected by
changes to estimates of expenditure and income.
Economists said Britain’s economic recovery was
now cast in a stronger light. Howard Archer, chief
UK economist at IHS Global Insight, said the num-
bers made Britain’s productivity growth in 2014
look better although it was still too weak. Samuel
Tombs at Capital Economics said the official meas-
ure of growth now looked more in line with private-
sector surveys. 

Separately yesterday, a Bank of England policy-
maker said the time for an increase in interest rates
was getting closer, given the recovery in the econo-
my. The ONS said construction output in the first
quarter was revised to show a fall of 0.2 percent, a
milder decline than a fall of 1.1 percent previously
reported. In April, construction output fell by 0.8
percent from March when it had risen by 1.4 per-
cent. Economists said April’s data was probably
affected by uncertainty about the outcome of
May’s national elections.

An industry survey published last week
showed confidence among construction firms hit
a nine-year high in May after Prime Minister
David Cameron’s Conservative Party won the
elections with an unexpected parliamentary
majority. The country’s economy slowed sharply
in the first three months of this year and the
weakness in the construction sector was one of
the drags on the growth rate. The Bank of
England has cited a weaker outlook for house-
building as a reason for its lower overall growth
forecasts for Britain’s economy. Yesterday’s data
showed house-building in April rose by 5.4 per-
cent from March after falling by a revised 2.0 per-
cent in the first quarter, the biggest quarterly
drop in nearly three years. — Reuters 

NEW YORK: Investors are betting that the healthcare sec-
tor’s strong run will not be held back for long even if the US
Supreme Court rules against the Affordable Care Act. The
court will meet next on Monday, though may not issue a rul-
ing on King v. Burwell, a challenge to President Barack
Obama’s signature healthcare reform legislation, until later
this month. At issue are the tax credits that help about 6.4
million low- and moderate-income Americans buy insur-
ance. If the Court rules against the credits, millions of
Americans may find they cannot afford their insurance. This
could affect the health insurers as well as hospitals and oth-
er providers that benefited from Obamacare’s expansion of
the number of people with healthcare coverage.

The court’s vote is expected to be close, but so far
investors seem bullish. “Option activity over the last few
weeks in hospital stocks suggests that the options market is
betting on a post-Supreme Court decision rally,” said Anshul
Agarwal, equity derivative strategist at Bay Crest Partners in

New York. Even if the subsidies aren’t upheld, some expect
that political pressure will motivate lawmakers to quickly
come up with an alternative for people affected and hope
the court would stay enforcement of a ruling until a solution
is in place.

A negative ruling for Obamacare could result in an
immediate selloff of healthcare stocks, but it will be short
lived, said Sven Borhos, founding general partner at
OrbiMed Advisors in New York, which invests in healthcare
stocks including HCA Holdings Inc. “People will want to buy
the dip,” he said. Companies in the spotlight include hospi-
tal operators such as HCA, Tenet Healthcare, Community
Health Systems Inc and LifePoint Health Inc, and insurers
including UnitedHealth Group Inc, Humana Inc, Anthem,
Aetna Inc, Molina Healthcare Inc and WellCare Health Plans
Inc.

As the ruling nears, investors have been pushing up
those stocks. HCA has risen more than 18 percent while

Tenet is up 11.8 percent and Community has gained 10.4
percent since the close of trading on March 3, the day before
the court heard arguments on the case. Many health insur-
ance companies have also moved higher in the same time-
frame with Aetna up 18.1 percent, Anthem rising 12.3 per-
cent, and Molina up 11.4 percent.

The S&P health care index is up 9.6 percent so far this
year, making it the top performing S&P 500 sector. The
iShares US Healthcare Providers exchange-traded fund has
also done well, with much of the upside action coming since
March 3. The fund is up 8.9 percent since then and 16.8 per-
cent year to date. It has also seen inflows of $204.35 million
in 2015, according to data from ETF.com, with $144.61 mil-
lion of that coming since March 3.

Regardless of how the ruling goes, some of these stocks
could move significantly right after the news. Options activi-
ty has surged for some of these names as traders position
themselves for greater volatility. — Reuters 

Healthcare investors see no threat from court
WALL ST WEEK AHEAD
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MINNEAPOLIS: By all rights wages should be
soaring in Minnesota, a Midwestern state that
boasts one of the best educated and well-paid
workforces in the United States and where the
unemployment rate stands at a 14-year low. But
explain that to Bernie Hesse, projects director for
the United Food and Commercial Workers Union.
For every bright spot - the 5 percent across the
board pay rise just negotiated for the union’s
nursing home workers - there is a drag in the oth-
er direction. Retail workers, who account for 6,000
of the union’s 10,000 Minnesota members, agreed
to keep wages flat to avoid an increase in health
care premiums.

Healthcare is  “where our members are in
demand...There are no bodies,” Hesse said, while
“the retailers are saying: ‘we will bargain pay for
healthcare’.” That push and pull has played out
statewide in what may offer a cautionary tale for
Federal Reserve officials debating whether to
raise interest rates for the first time in a decade.
After more than five years of steady national job
growth and with the U.S.  economy perhaps

approaching full employment, sustained pressure
on wages is a final missing piece for the Fed’s puz-
zle - necessary to conclude that the economy is
near full capacity.

No rate increase is expected at the June 16-17
meeting, and that timetable may slip further into
next year unless there is a clear sense that a wage
increase cycle has taken hold. There have been
recent positive signs, including one indicator this
week showing wage growth above 4 percent so
far in 2015 compared to last year. But Fed officials
have become worried that the headwinds which
slowed the U.S. economy at the start of the year
may prove stronger than expected, and stall
progress in repairing the job market and ensuring
sustained wage growth.

If Minnesota holds any clues, it may still be a
while until that job is finished. Unlike neighboring
North Dakota, which has ridden a commodity boom
to low unemployment, Minnesota has a diverse
economy more reflective of the nation’s, with a sub-
stantial manufacturing base, a strong medical, serv-
ice and management sector, and a growing tech-

nology presence. If low employment fails to ignite
wages here, it could deepen a sense that it will not
happen nationally any time soon.

“The labor market is doing well - basically a full
recovery,” said Minneapolis Federal Reserve bank
research director Sam Schulhofer-Wohl about
Minnesota’s performance. “It should make us cau-
tious about what our assumptions are when we see a
recovery nationally,” he said in an interview conduct-
ed before the blackout period for the upcoming Fed
meeting. At 3.7 percent, the state’s unemployment
rate is well below the national average, and the low-
est since the peak of the tech bubble at the start of
this century. By contrast hourly wages have been ris-
ing by less than 1 percent a year on an inflation
adjusted basis since the bottom of the last recession. 

The low unemployment rate may mask the fact
that levels of part time work still remain high com-
pared to before the recession, with estimates of as
many as 100,000 workers underemployed. The fact
that 50,000 workers joined the labor force in recent
months to hunt for jobs is a healthy sign, but it also
can hold down wages. — Reuters 

High employment, weak wages show quandary

NEW YORK: The sharp bond market selloff
is starting to pinch American consumers
and companies, causing a mild economic
tightening that, if sustained, could raise
alarms at the Federal Reserve and even
delay a plan to hike interest rates in coming
months. US mortgage rates have reached
their highest level in a year-and-a-half, auto
loans are getting a bit more expensive, and
corporations across the board have seen
their borrowing costs jump as US and
European debt retrenched in recent weeks.

With benchmark US government debt
having jumped from 2.13 percent to as high
as 2.49 percent so far this month, Fed offi-
cials headed into a policy meeting next
week will be asking how long the selloff
could last - and how much it could slow the
economic rebound from a winter slump.
“It’s got to be part of their calculus. And I do
think that they will try to micro-manage the
market,” said Craig Dismuke, chief economic
strategist at Memphis-based broker dealer
Vining Sparks.

After 6.5 years of ultra easy monetary
policy, Fed officials would welcome at least
some evidence of tightening financial con-
ditions as they increasingly telegraph a rate
hike. The concern is a repetition of 2013,
when then-Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke set
off a market rout that threatened the recov-
ery when he suggested a stimulative bond-
buying program could soon be curbed.
Investors and economists said that while
the recent market move is on the Fed’s
radar, given its volatility, alarm would grow
if the 10-year US Treasury yield were to soon
rise above 2.75 percent.

Such a tightening could imperil the all-
important housing market, as it did during
the so-called “taper tantrum” two years ago,
which prompted a flurry of dovish speeches
by Fed officials attempting to control the
damage. At the time, stock markets plunged
and mortgage rates shot up to 4.8 percent,
spooking home buyers. While today’s econ-
omy does not face that sort of trouble, there
are warning signs. A 30-year fixed mortgage

averaged 4.17 percent last week, its highest
level since November 2014, prompting a
rush of applicants to lock in the rate before
costs rise any more. The cost of new car
loans is also edging higher, though from a
record low in the fourth quarter of 2014.

Fed officials regularly highlight housing
and autos as drivers of what is expected to
be stronger consumer confidence and
broader GDP growth in the second half of
the year. Robust job gains suggests the
rebound is underway, with Fed Chair Janet
Yellen eyeing an initial rate hike this year
and economists predicting it will come in
September. Yet US productivity has mysteri-
ously sagged and wages have not climbed
as expected, leaving the economy fragile.
Meanwhile, Fed Governor Daniel Tarullo has
emphasized the central bank’s long-sim-
mering concern that markets may not be
liquid enough to withstand a volatile selloff.

The sharp US bond selloff is a response
to sturdy US economic data, as well as eas-

ing concerns over deflation across Europe,
which has sent German benchmark Bunds
tumbling too. As Treasuries plunged last
week, Tarullo was one of three influential
Fed officials who sounded surprisingly
cautious tones over raising rates. “We do
experience cross currents from abroad
and they do affect our recovery and they
affect the policy response,” said Fed
Governor Lael Brainard, who rarely dis-
cusses policy publicly.

The commentary could hint at the cen-
tral bank’s response if the selloff runs into
the summer and continues to tighten con-
ditions in the real economy. New York Fed
President William Dudley has warned the
Fed would tighten policy less aggressively if
markets, including corporate debt, respond
too much. Two years ago, yields on invest-
ment-grade corporate bonds shot from a
record-low 2.62 percent in early May to a
high of 3.65 percent in early September, or
103 basis points. — Reuters 

Bond selloff wildcard 
could delay rate hike 
Fed could ramp up communications 

NEW YORK: Specialists Gennaro Saporito (left) and Thomas Facchine work at the
post that trades Lorillard on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday.
Reynolds American, the company behind Camel and Pall Mall cigarettes, said its
$25 billion deal to buy rival Lorillard was to be completed yesterday. —  AP  

BRUSSELS: Talks on phasing out a form of coal subsidies
ended in stalemate as Japan, the biggest user of the aid,
led calls for more time in defiance of this week’s G7 pledge
on fossil fuel subsidies, sources said. The Paris-based
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
has been trying for a year to get an agreement from its 34
member nations on phasing out export credits for coal, the
most polluting of the fossil fuels.

Sources close to talks in Paris on Wednesday and
Thursday, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
nations would review the situation over the summer ahead
of further talks in September. An OECD spokesman, who
asked not to be identified, confirmed the OECD’s export
credit committee planned to meet in September to debate
further how “export credits can contribute to our common
goal to address climate change”.

The pressure for a deal is strong, but so is opposition,
especially from Japan, the biggest user of the credits that
help companies such as Toshiba Corp to sell coal plant and
mining technology abroad. France, which late this year
hosts U.N. climate talks, is pushing for strict criteria, while
G7 leaders of the world’s major industrial democracies on
Monday backed a target to limit the average rise in global
temperatures to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit).

The G7 leaders pledged to eliminate “inefficient fossil
fuel subsidies” and to “continued progress in the OECD dis-
cussions on how export credits can contribute to our com-
mon goal to address climate change”. But that can be inter-
preted to allow export credits to continue in some form.
Industry argues they ensure only the most efficient coal-
fired generation is used and that can cut emissions in
nations that might otherwise use more polluting technolo-
gy. 

Environment campaigners dispute that. “The main ben-
eficiaries are OECD dirty industry, not energy poor nations
or the planet,” Sebastien Godinot, an economist at WWF,
said. As other subsidies have disappeared, OECD export
credits have increased in significance, according to
research by environmental campaigners, including WWF.
Their analysis of the numbers available found Japan pro-
vided around $20 billion in public money to export of coal
technology between 2007 to 2014. In the European Union,
Germany is the largest user.

A German economy ministry spokeswoman said
Germany supported the OECD’s efforts to agree unified
standards for export credits in line with the 2 degree
Celsius limit. “Export credit guarantees should only be
available for new, highly-efficient coal powered stations
and only then if the power stations are embedded in and
coherent with the importing country’s climate protection
strategy,” she said.  — Reuters 

Rich nations in 
stalemate over coal 

subsidy phase-out
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SEOUL: For a South Korean tour agency, the outbreak
of Middle East respiratory syndrome feels like a bigger
threat to business than a North Korean attack or
nuclear reactor meltdown. Kim Chun Choo’s compa-
ny, which has provided tour services for the last quar-
ter century, is going through its worst year ever.
Following the outbreak last month, most tourists from
China, Hong Kong and Taiwan, who account for about
half of Kim Travel’s clients, cancelled tours to Seoul.
Almost all international conferences, which were set
to bring in participants who would use his company’s
tour services, were cancelled or postponed.

“Even after the Yeonpyeong Island shelling and
Japan’s Fukushima crisis, it wasn’t this bad,” said Kim,
referring to the North Korea’s shelling of a South
Korean island in 2010 and Japan’s nuclear accident in
2011. Kim said revenue in June is expected to plunge
to less than 30 percent of what it was a year earlier.
The massive cancellations are dealing a blow to busi-
ness for July and August as well, which are usually
high-demand months. “It’s a step backward for South
Korea which has built a good image,” he said. “I just
hope that the outbreak ends quickly so that business
in the fall wouldn’t be hurt.”

Efforts to foster stronger growth in Asia’s fourth-

largest economy have been set back by the MERS
outbreak, which is denting tourism and spending
by locals. Eleven people have died and more than
120 people in South Korea have been diagnosed
with the disease since the country reported its first
case on May 20.

The outbreak, the largest outside Saudi Arabia, has
been contained to hospitals but it has caused wide-
spread fear. Nearly 3,000 schools and kindergartens
remained closed on Friday despite calls from the
World Health Organization for them to reopen. Lee Ju-
yeol, Bank of Korea governor, said spending by South
Koreans has been shrinking since last week. The cen-
tral bank on Thursday slashed its key interest rate for
the second time this year by a quarter of a percentage
point to a record low.

Since the first reported case and especially during
the first few weeks when the government withheld
the names of the hospitals with MERS patients, South
Koreans have avoided crowded spaces such as public
transport, movie theaters and shopping malls. New
movies have pushed back their release dates. IKEA
Korea postponed a sale that was set to start on
Thursday, citing the local government’s recommenda-
tions. A resident of a southwestern village which is

quarantined after a patient was released before get-
ting a positive test result told a South Korean televi-
sion network that some people cancelled their online
food orders out of panic.

South Korea’s government is providing emergency
loans to small and medium-sized companies that are
the hardest hit by the MERS outbreak. The loans will
be distributed next week to small hospitals that had
contact with MERS patients, hotels and concert organ-
izers. Markets have also reacted to the outbreak.
Cosmetics companies and airlines that count Chinese
consumers as their key customers have suffered share
price slumps in the past month. Shares of Korean Air
Lines are down 14 percent since May 20 while Asiana
Airlines lost nearly 20 percent of its market value dur-
ing the same period. Shares of Amorepacific, South
Korea’s largest cosmetics maker, are down nearly 10
percent.

For Kim, the head of Kim’s Travel, it is time for his
staff to recharge and prepare for the future. “We
decided that this is time to do preparation for the next
busy season, from September to November,” he said.
“We are doing the things that we were too busy to do,
like developing new tour products and having
employees get some time off.” — AP 

South Korean economy hit by MERS

NEW DELHI: India’s industrial production out-
put grew more than expected in April, reaching
a two-month high, and retail inflation edged up
in May, easing concern over an economy facing
the worst drought since 2009. Output at facto-
ries, mines and utilities grew at an annual rate of
4.1 percent in April, the fastest pace since
February. That was higher than March’s 2.5 per-
cent growth and the 1.6 percent economists
forecast in a Reuters poll. Consumer inflation in
May rose to 5.01 percent from 4.87 percent in
the previous month on higher energy costs.
Economists polled by Reuters had expected
retail prices to rise 5 percent year-on-year.

The output data comes days after GDP data
showed India outpaced China by growing 7.5
percent in the March quarter. It supports the
government’s view that the world’s fastest-
growing major economy is gathering steam.
“We consider the economy is recovering,”
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said hours before
the release of yesterday’s data. “We are on a
roadmap for a much higher growth.” The
World Bank predicted on Thursday that India
would be the fastest-growing major economy
this year, expanding at a rate of 7.5 percent, up
from the previous forecast of 6.4 percent.

The jump in output growth was primarily
led by a pick-up in capital goods production
and a rebound in consumer goods output.
Consumer goods, a proxy for consumer
demand, grew an annual rate of 3.1 percent in
April compared with a 0.4 decline a month ago.
Capital goods production, a gauge of invest-
ment activity, jumped 11.1 percent year-on-
year, faster than a 8.6 percent growth in March.
“What we see is over the last three months, the
seasonally adjusted growth in industrial pro-
duction indicates a significant pick-up in eco-
nomic activity,” said R Sivakumar, head of fixed
income at Axis asset management. “That is
consistent with other indicators which show
that there is a some pick-up in growth.”

But policymakers are worried about the
prospect of a second straight year of drought
for the first time in nearly three decades after

the country’s weather office forecast below-
average rains this summer. Monsoon rains in
June-September are vital for half of India’s
farmland that lacks irrigation. Some econo-
mists say a dry spell could reduce headline
growth to as low as 7 percent in the fiscal year
2015/16 from 7.3 percent last year. That would
fall short of the government’s 8.1-8.5 percent
estimate.

New Delhi hopes higher public spending on
roads, railways and ports this year will shield
the economy from the impact of sub-par rains.
But less rain could push up food prices, strain-
ing household budgets and crimping non-food
spending. It would also make it tougher for the
Reserve Bank of India to cut lending rates fur-
ther to juice up growth. New Delhi says it has
enough grain stockpiled to contain any food
price shock. As a pre-emptive measure, it has
extended duty concessions on lentil imports
and is ready to provide high-yielding seeds for
replanting of crops. “On inflation side, likely
insufficient monsoon remains an issue,” said

Sujan Hajra, chief economist at Anand Rathi.
“We don’t expect any (interest) rate cuts for the
current year at least.” 

Analysts said the inflation rise would reduce
the chance of a fourth interest-rate cut this
year, until at least the end of monsoon rains
around September. Reserve Bank of India gov-
ernor Raghuram Rajan cut the central bank’s
key borrowing rate by 25 basis points last
week, resisting calls for a bigger snip until the
monsoon had passed. India’s inflation rate is
expected to rise during the three-month sum-
mer monsoon, which is just starting, if rains are
weak as predicted. “If the RBI moves on rates
again, it will be in October,” Ashutosh Datar, an
economist with IIFL Institutional Equities, told
AFP yesterday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi swept to
power little over a year ago, pledging to stim-
ulate the economy and boost foreign direct
investment. In May, India posted growth of
7.5 percent for the first three months of the
year, overtaking China.— Agencies 

India’s inflation rises as 
factory output quickens

Data brings cheer amid monsoon worries

MUMBAI: An Indian shopkeeper washes mud from ginger as he sets up his roadside
vegetable stall yesterday. — AFP 

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s central bank says ban-
knotes from its old currency, which collapsed
and was discarded years ago because of run-
away inflation, can be exchanged for
American dollars. But 100 trillion Zimbabwean
dollars will fetch only 40 US cents. That’s a
fraction of what collectors have been paying
for the notes with numerous zeroes for years.
Zimbabwe in 2009 abandoned its currency for
a system dominated by the US dollar and the
South African rand after inflation hit 230 mil-
lion percent. Back then, even street hawkers
refused to accept a $100 trillion dollar note
that was issued.

Starting Monday, stacks of Zimbabwean
bills that might still be kept by Zimbabweans
can be exchanged for US dollars. The offer is
part of what the central bank says is an over-
due plan to phase out the currency entirely.
Some people in Harare, Zimbabwe’s capital,
said they disposed of their Zimbabwean dol-
lars long ago. “I used it as garden manure,”
said Isaac Mutezowepasi, a street vendor.
“Why would I have kept that dirt?”

Others said they still have heaps of old dol-
lar notes at home, but won’t respond to the
government offer. “I am keeping them for my
grandchildren to see. Plus I know I will get
more for them in future because these
Zimdollars are going to be in demand,” said
Tendai Nyaundi, a graphic designer. On e-Bay
on Friday, five banknotes of 100 tril l ion
Zimbabwean dollars were being sold for $159.
Another e-Bay post put five banknotes of
$100 trillion at $173.99.

There have been calls to re-introduce the
Zimbabwean dollar by some members of
President Robert Mugabe’s ruling ZANU-PF
party. They argued that the use of foreign cur-
rencies is responsible for the country’s current
liquidity problems. Finance Minister Patrick
Chinamasa has repeatedly said the US dollar
“is here to stay”.  — AP 

Zimbabwe 
allows old 
note swap
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Groundbreaking jazz artist Ornette Coleman, who brushed
aside convention with his prophetically titled 1959 album
“The Shape of Jazz to Come,” died Thursday aged 85. The

saxophonist and composer, who so polarized early audiences that
many would walk out from his performances, died of cardiac
arrest in his adopted home of New York, his publicist Ken
Weinstein said. Coleman, along with John Coltrane, was one of
the original forces behind so-called “free jazz” that broke down
traditional structures of harmony and allowed a more free-flow-
ing form of expression.

Best known as an alto saxophonist, Coleman cast away tradi-
tional notions that a musician needed to stay within chord pro-
gressions and instead pursued solos that detractors considered
chaotic but gradually became commonplace in jazz and rock.
Coleman said that jazz needed to “express more feelings than it
has up to now,” saying that chord structures were confining and
unnatural. Instead, the self-taught musician said that jazz should
be a form of human communication.

“The idea is that two or three people can have a conversation
with sounds, without trying to dominate it or lead it,” Coleman
said in a 1997 interview with the French philosopher Jacques
Derrida. “What I mean is that you have to be-intelligent,” he said.
“I think the musicians are trying to reassemble an emotional or
intellectual puzzle, in any case a puzzle in which the instruments
give the tone.”

Radical change 
“The Shape of Jazz to Come” stunned the jazz world, with lead-

ing artists including Miles Davis among the critics. Not only did
Coleman defy concepts of harmony with his saxophone playing,
the album lacked any piano or guitar, so often used to keep the
songs together through chords. The album featured the intense
song “Lonely Woman,” written by Coleman about a high-society
shopper he spotted when he was working at a Los Angeles
department store, which went on to become a standard among
jazz musicians. Coleman followed up the next year with the
album “The Change of the Century,” also recorded in young-spir-
ited California, before he settled in New York.

Yet Coleman’s career took numerous turns and in 1962, with
his star power just established, he abruptly but temporarily
retired from music. He later re-emerged by learning the trumpet
and violin, showing a musical innovation that stayed with him
throughout his life. His rejection of the strict Western notion of
harmony was confirmed when he traveled to Morocco in 1973 to
listen to the Sufi trance musicians of Joujouka. The encounter
inspired his 1977 album “Dancing in Your Head,” recorded partial-
ly with beat writer William S. Burroughs, in which Coleman
allowed multiple harmonies and rhythms to coexist in what he

described as “harmolodic” style. Similarly, Coleman was taken by
Indian musical ideas and brought out tabla players, along with
Western classical musicians, when he wrote a piece in the 1990s
for the New York Philharmonic.

An outsider 
The Recording Academy, which presented Coleman with a

Grammy for lifetime achievement in 2007, mourned him as a
“true pioneer of jazz in America.”“Ornette’s willingness to break
barriers propelled the jazz genre to new heights and influenced
countless fellow musicians in the process,” Recording Academy
president Neil Portnow said in a statement. Coleman was famous
for his dapper suits and counted prominent rock musicians,
notably Lou Reed, among his friends and collaborators. But he
had a notorious relationship with music labels. His groundbreak-
ing works were released on Atlantic Records, then considered on

the cutting edge, but he had little patience for the industry’s busi-
ness side. “I’ve never had a relationship with a record executive. I
always went to the record company (because of) someone that
liked my playing. 

Then they would get fired, and I’d be left with the record com-
pany,” Coleman told Cadence Magazine in 1995.Coleman grew
up in Fort Worth, Texas, where he said that he thought that a sax-
ophone was a toy when he saw one. His mother gave him his first
saxophone as a gift at age 14 after Coleman had helped save up
money by working as a shoeshine boy. A marriage to poet Jayne
Cortez ended in divorce. His survivors include their son Denardo
Coleman, a prominent jazz drummer who often recorded with his
father and served as his manager. —  AFP

Ornette Coleman, legend behind free jazz, dead at 85

In this Monday, Oct 23, 2006, file photo, jazz musician Ornette Coleman,
front, performs with his quartet on the closing evening of the Skopje Jazz
Festival, in Skopje, Macedonia. 

In this April 16, 2007, file photo, Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning jazz artist Ornette Coleman poses in his New
York apartment. — AP photos

Aweek before his 73rd birthday, Paul
McCartney wowed concert-goers at the
Stade de France on Thursday, belting out a

series of songs that were peppered with Beatles
hits. Clad in a jacket and white shirt, McCartney put
on an energetic performance that included “Hey
Jude, “Yesterday and “Helter Skelter”, as well as a
series of songs from Wings, his band between 1971
and 1981. 

The ex-Beatle, who last performed at the Stade
de France in 2004, was supported on stage by a
group of four musicians in the latest stage of his
“Out There” tour, which began in Brazil in May 2013
and concludes next month in Chicago. As soon as
the concert ended and the crowds began depart-
ing, stadium workers rushed in to clean up and pre-
pare for a Top 14 rugby match at the Stade de
France on Saturday. — AFP

McCartney wows crowd 
at Stade de France gig 

American shock rocker Marilyn Manson
has been honored with a l ifetime
achievement prize at Britain’s Kerrang!

Awards for a musical career spanning over two
decades. The four-time Grammy nominee,
whose real name is Brian Warner, is known for
his controversial stage persona, gothic-inspired
black outfits and heavy makeup. Asked if, at the
age of 46, he still had a hard-living lifestyle,
Manson held up his fist covered in scratches. “I
don’t drink absinthe anymore only because it
had too much sugar in it so it made me too
hyper,” he said at the awards ceremony in
London on Thursday night.

“I need to calm down, so I just switched to
marijuana and vodka, yeah, that’s sober for me.”
Manson, who rose to fame in the 1990s and
released his ninth studio album “The Pale
Emperor” in January, said the accolade from
British rock magazine Kerrang! was important to
him as many of his influences were from the UK.
“Most of the music that’s inspired me - goth
music, glam music, it all originated from here so
there’s a power and an energy that comes from
this part of the world and Kerrang!  magazine
has really exemplified that,” he said.

Fellow shock rocker Alice Cooper, 67, was
also honored with the Kerrang! legend award.

“You know it’s always funny - the more legend
awards you get, the closer you get to the
grave,  I  guess,”  he said.  “ I  am going ful l
strength right now so it’s great to get these
while you’re alive, I’d hate to get them after
you’re dead.” Other winners included British
heavy metal band Judas Priest who took the
Inspiration Award. — Reuters

Manson honored with Kerrang!
lifetime achievement award

Marilyn Manson

British musician and former Beatles’ member Paul McCartney performs at the Stade de France
in Saint-Denis near Paris. — AFP 
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Marcus Mumford knows his band is main-
ly named after himself, but he says
members of the group have built a

stronger trust among one another, and that’s
evident on their album. “Personally speaking, I
think we’re a bit less self-centered in the studio
and a bit like, ‘OK, we’re all on the same team,
the team has to win,’ so if that means benching
myself for the second half of whatever, I will,”
Mumford said in a recent interview. Mumford &
Sons’ “Wilder Mind,” the band’s third album,
debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 albums
chart last month. It was recorded in London and
New York. “Because we’ve done a couple
albums, there’s almost less urgency to be
heard,” Mumford said. “So actually, we just want
to make nice music ... so we’ll step back and let
someone else lead it because it’s not so much
‘I’ve got to say what I feel.’”

Band member Winston Marshall recalls play-
ing guitar parts that Ted Dwane wrote, while
Mumford gives credit to Ben Lovett for rework-
ing the track “Only Love” by taking “three hours
with it” and rearranging the song. And Marshall
says that thanks to Mumford, “Believe” - the first
single and Top 40 hit - “was like this ‘80s ballad
and you made it into ROCK.” “All of the first two
records were driven by Marcus’ writing, and this
time it was like a very even split of output,”
Lovett said. “We’ve just grown to respect each
other’s writing a lot more.” 

‘Sigh No More’
They also give much of the credit to James

Ford, who produced the new album after the
band worked with Markus Dravs on 2012’s
“Babel,” which won the Grammy for album of
the year, as well as the band’s 2009 debut, “Sigh
No More.” Both albums have sold around 3 mil-
lion units each in the US. “Before, everyone
looked after their own style, kind of. Ford was
great to kind of bring us all together,” Marshall
said of the producer, who has also worked with
Arctic Monkeys and Florence + the Machine.
“Dravs was amazing and his vision was like to
put us on the radio next to Jay Z or whatever,
and he did that miraculously, somehow.” 

Mumford & Sons continue to sit alongside
top pop and hip-hop stars and will do so at the
Bonnaroo Music and Arts Festival, which kicked
off Thursday in Manchester, Tennessee. The
band will perform Saturday night, and the line-
up includes Billy Joel, Kendrick Lamar, Robert
Plant, Kacey Musgraves and Earth, Wind & Fire.
The group is also busy with the Gentlemen of
the Road Stopovers, the music festival they
curated. This year the two-day event, which
launched last week in Seaside Heights, New
Jersey, will also visit Waverly, Iowa; Aviemore,
Scotland; Walla Walla, Washington; and Salida,
Colorado. Performers include Foo Fighters, the
Flaming Lips, Primal Scream, My Morning Jacket
and Alabama Shakes, as well as Mumford &

Sons. “It’s kind of like a dream come true. It’s all
of our favorite bands, (we) watch (from the) side
of stage - we’re like kids,” Mumford said. “It’s like
our teenage dreams coming true.”— AP

Trust sparks stronger brotherhood among Mumford & Sons

Marcus Mumford, from left, Ben Lovett, Winston Marhsall and Ted Dwane of the band
Mumford & Sons pose for a portrait in New York. — AP

AR Rahman brought his Intimate Concert
Tour to Los Angeles on June 10 with an
energetic, audience-pleasing perform-

ance at the newly redubbed Microsoft Theater
downtown. The audience of mostly South
Asians had plenty to be happy about with a
greatest hits program that included Tamil and
Hindi versions of several songs from “Chinna
chinna aasai/Choti si asha” to “Uyire/Dil se.” The
newer numbers included songs from this year’s
“O kadhal kanmani” and 2014’s “The 100-Foot
Journey.” The evening started with an Urdu
devotional number, “Maula mere maula,” which
along with “If I Rise” (“127 Hours”) and a Punjabi
song were among the few exceptions to Hindi
and Tamil tunes that made up the bulk of the
program.

Doing the bulk of the singing was a bubbly
Jonita Gandhi who dueted with Rahman, as well
as Haricharan and Sriram. Anneta Phillip, clad in
a red Kancheevaram silk saree, joined a dark
glasses-wearing Rahman for a jazz number in
perfect scat-singing. Three keyboardists, includ-
ing Rahman and Phillip, two drummers, a violin-
ist, guitarist and a flautist rounded out the
group. At one point Rahman switched from the
piano he was playing to an accordion.

For many of the songs a solo dancer per-
formed behind the musicians. With the excep-
tion of a 2011 Hollywood Bowl concert when he
performed chamber music, Rahman can be
counted on for a fun evening and there were
plenty of calls for favorite songs from the audi-
ence plus shouts of “I love you” to which he
replied, “I love you too.” Rahman and his drum-
mer also tried out a new device that played like
a Wii instrument. The two musicians wore bands
on their hands and as they flicked their wrists
the laptop below played drums and other
instruments. “Musicians love new gadgets,”
Rahman said.

The musicians got a chance at solos includ-
ing competition-like sets called “jugalbandhi.”
And the audience, many of whom were on their
feet dancing, joined in the chorus for a number
of songs such as “Chaiyya chaiyya,” which was
among a medley of tunes that rounded off the
evening along with “Maa tujhe salaam” and, of
course, “Jai Ho,” which earned him an Oscar for
“Slumdog Millionaire.” The North American tour
continues to San Jose, Vancouver and
Redmond, Wash. — Reuters

AR Rahman Intimate 

Concert Tour in Los Angeles

AR Rahman

Don’t blame being at Bonnaroo for missing
the NBA Finals or the season finale of HBO’s
“Game of Thrones.” The music festival,

which launched Thursday, will also include several
screenings, from TV shows to replays of cult
favorite films, from “Mean Girls” to “The Goonies.”
Here is a look at what’s happening outside of music
at the four-day event in Manchester, Tennessee,
where Billy Joel, Mumford & Sons, Kendrick Lamar
and Deadmau5 will perform across multiple stages.

LeBronnaroo
LeBron James is one of the headlining acts at

Bonnaroo - sort of. Game 5 of the current NBA
Finals between the Cleveland Cavaliers and Golden
State Warriors will be shown Sunday at the Cinema
Tent. The game will be played at the Oracle Arena
in Oakland. The festival also played Game 4 on
Thursday.

Game 5 for ‘Game of Thrones’
HBO’s white-hot series, “Game of Thrones,” con-

cludes its fifth season Sunday and the network will
air it at Bonnaroo. The episode will play at The
Other Tent, one of the main five stages at
Bonnaroo. Bonnaroo will also play other episodes
from season five throughout the festival.

‘Mean girls’ and R Kelly
Lyrics won’t be the only thing fans will repeat at

Bonnaroo. The festival will hold “quote-along”
screenings for films such as “Mean Girls” starring
Lindsay Lohan; “The Goonies”; “Clueless”;
“Zoolander”; and “Back to the Future.” Bonnaroo
will also hold a “sing-along” to R. Kelly’s “Trapped In
the Closet,” the R&B singer’s highly entertaining rap
opera that launched in 2005.

Let me see you do that yoga
You can’t blame gaining weight on letting your-

self go at Bonnaroo. The festival will offer free yoga
classes for all levels throughout the four-day event.
Bonnaroo also will offer a dancercise class and will
host its third Roo Run, a 5k race, on Saturday. The
entrance fee for the run is $15; the proceeds will
benefit the Bonnaroo Works Fund.

LOL
The Bonnaroo festival will also feature a number

of comedians, including Chris Hardwick, Reggie
Watts, Natasha Leggero, Jeff Ross, Michelle Wolf,
Ralphie May and Nick Thune. — AP

Much more than music at
Bonnaroo festival

Tove Lo performs at the Bonnaroo Music
and Arts Festival yesterday. — AP photos

Annie Hamilton of the group Little May per-
form on stage.
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John Fogerty feels like
‘Fortunate Son’ with
upcoming memoir

After nibbling on a few finger sandwiches at teatime,
John Fogerty now feels energized to talk about his
upcoming memoir and summer concert tour. Aptly

called “1969,” the 41-city tour represents that prolific year
for Creedence Clearwater Revival: They released three
albums - and Fogerty wrote one of the most profound
protests songs of all time. “Fortunate Son” took a harsh look
at America’s inequities during the military draft for the
Vietnam War. “It just seemed like the young male sons of
rich people were managing to escape being drafted or at
least being sent to places that weren’t dangerous,” Fogerty
recently told the Associated Press.

Instead, the poor and middle class were shipped over-
seas to fight in the war. “I really took a harsh look at that,”
the Army veteran said. Ironically, Fogerty decided to name
his memoir after the song. Published by Little Brown,
“Fortunate Son: My Life, My Music” comes out in October.
While the 70-year-old Fogerty feels a little funny about it, he
finds the title is appropriate is a different way. “The words
still mean what they mean and yet to call my own book
‘Fortunate Son’ is certainly some sort of a leap,” he said. “As I
a kid I wanted to make music and dreamed about being like
my musical heroes and eventually it came true. I have
become very fortunate, so that’s my take on the use of the
phrase now.”

Personal life
Until then, Fogerty is on tour, playing a very Creedence-

heavy set, but it wasn’t always like that. Legal troubles with
his band and record label soured him on playing songs
from his old band. In the 1980s, he was sued by record
label, Fantasy Records for copying his own song. They
claimed his 1985 hit “The Old Man Down the Road” ripped
off “Run Through the Jungle.” Both were written by Fogerty,
but the label owned the copyright. A jury sided with
Fogerty. There was also bad blood with his former band
mates, including his brother Tom, who passed away in
1990, over control of the band and a variety of issues. They
were also in court over royalties owed to Fogerty by per-
forming his songs. The problems were so intense that when
the band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
in 1993, Fogerty refused to perform with them.

Now with those dark days behind him, Fogerty feels the
book will come out at the right time. “It’s no longer about
having an axe to grind. If you asked me 15 years ago it
might have been quite different. A lot of stuff happened to
me in show business and my personal life and there were
certainly periods where I was pretty angry and pretty bit-
ter,” Fogerty said. Now that his life is at peace -he’s now
happily married and plays music with his sons Shane and
Tyler - Fogerty has no plans to reunite with remaining
members of the band. “Through the years I have left that
question open. I think it’s safe to say the longer time you
spend on the earth the more you realize you don’t know
everything that gonna happen, but the other fellas recently
made it difficult for me to do it,” Fogerty said. — AP

Lenny Kravitz is busy. Just turned 51, he’s still looking like the rock
sex symbol he’s always been, and he’s also expanding his artistic
horizons as a photographer, an actor and a designer. But in an

interview this week with AFP in Paris, the city that he half calls home
(along with his other place in the Bahamas), he admits there is one
thing missing, something he sings about the most: love. “I’ve sacri-
ficed certain things for my artform,” he says. 

“Between the music... the photography, the acting, and the design
company that I run, it’s pretty much 24/7,” he says. “But I can feel that
it’s time-you know, those things will continue, because I love them-
but I need to make room for a new personal life.” It might seem sur-
prising from a guy who’s been linked to a long line of beauties, from
his wife between 1987 and 1993, Lisa Bonet, to a subsequent string of
stunning girlfriends: French singer Vanessa Paradis, Australian singers
Kylie Minogue and Natalie Imbruglia, Brazilian model Adriana Lima
and Australian actress Nicole Kidman. But now, as he puts it, “I’m wait-
ing to see what happens-I’m a free man.” He adds: “There’s times you
say, ‘Man, I’d love to be married again, and I’d love to have a family’
and all of these things. But I’ve sacrificed that for all of these things
that I do.”

‘No, no regret’ 
There are no regrets, though. That’s not Kravitz’s style. “I don’t

have regrets, because that would mean I’m not trusting in what’s to
be. So I think that I learned from the past, and that will help me to be
ready for what’s coming in the future. But no, no regret, no regret. I’m
pretty good at that.” And so Kravitz is busy. On several fronts at once.
The musician part of him-the one that sang hits such as 1991’s “It Ain’t
Over ‘til It’s Over” and 1998’s “Fly Away”-brought out his 10th album,
“Strut”, late last year, filled with trademark soul, rock and keening
vocals partnered with electric guitar. He’s been on the Strut concert
tour since then, with the European leg to start next week.

At the same time, he’s taken up photography. A collection of his
black-and-white snaps, depicting fans taking pictures of him, is being
exhibited in a trendy boutique on Paris’s most upmarket shopping
street. “I was determined to start shooting,” he says, but as he went
out with a camera he was mobbed by people who recognized him
and wanted to make him the subject of their photos. At first he saw it
as “a nuisance”, but then he decided to turn it into a subject in itself:
the famous looking back at the fans. “I said, well if this is what I’m

being offered, this (is) what I’ll shoot,” Kravitz says. “People were sort
of thrown off, didn’t know how to react to it.” Prices for his limited edi-
tion prints run from 900 euros to 7,000 euros. Truly deep-pocketed
fans can splurge on a 25,000-euro Leica camera that’s been given the
Kravitz touch, complete with snakeskin trim.

Next ambition: directing a movie 
His acting side is in repose since his turn as a flamboyant support-

ing character, Cinna, in the “Hunger Games” sci-fi movie series, but
he’s champing to get back into cinema-preferably next time as a
director. “I would do an indie film, do my own film,” he says, adding
that he’s working on a script. “I don’t know if many people know I
want to do that (directing). I think it’s something I’m going to do.” In
the meantime, he gets to admire the blooming of his daughter he
had with Bonet, Zoe Kravitz, as an actress. She was in the “X-Men”
series, and plays a small part in the sci-fi blockbuster “Mad Max: Fury
Road” currently in cinemas, as well as a meatier role in a lesser-known
movie starring Ethan Hawke, “Good Kill”. She is also filming the latest
installment in the “Divergent” series. — AFP

In this April 30, 2015 photo, musician John Fogerty
poses for a portrait in New York. — AP

Kravitz ponders past ‘sacrifices’
as he looks to new love

Actress Angelina Jolie yesterday appealed to African leaders
attending a summit in Johannesburg to confront the “near
total impunity” that hampers efforts to tackle violence against

women across the continent. Speaking at a forum ahead of the Africa
Union summit starting Sunday, Jolie said that sexual attack such as
rape was the “weapon of choice” in many conflict zones as perpetra-
tors seldom face justice. “Violence against women is still treated as a
lesser crime,” said Jolie, who is the UN special envoy for refugees.
“Armed groups turn it into a weapon of choice because of near total
impunity. “It is clear that this is not an African problem but a global
one, but few places have suffered as Africa.”

Dozens of heads of state from across the continent will attend two
days of meetings in South Africa’s economic capital on the theme of
the “Year of Women Empowerment and Development”. “Please think
what it would mean if the 54 nations of the AU press together as one
towards full rights and opportunities for women,” said Jolie, an experi-
enced campaigner on violence against women in conflict zones.
Among Africa’s conflict hotspots are the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Nigeria, Burundi and South Sudan. — AFP

Angelina Jolie lobbies African 
leaders over sexual violence

Former British first Secretary of State William Hague, United States actress and UNHCR representative Angelina Jolie and
African Union Commission chairperson Nkosasana Dlamini-Zuma pose for a picture ahead of a panel on Conflict related gen-
der violence yesterday during a session of the African Union Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa. — AFP 

Lenny Kravitz posing while arriving at the Palais des
Festivals. — AFP
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As scrutiny continues over diversity in film and opportuni-
ties for African Americans in Hollywood, some black actors
and producers are looking to another avenue where they

see growth - the Web. Success stories like Issa Rae, whose
“Awkward Black Girl” Internet comedy series was so successful
she received a development deal with HBO, have opened the
door for others who may have found more traditional avenues in
Hollywood closed. So as the American Black Film Festival opened
in New York this week for its 19th year, it has turned its focus to
the Web. “Degrassi” star Andrea Lewis is among those finding
more exposure on the Internet. Used to being the only black per-
son on set, when Lewis was not getting the roles she wanted, she
decided not going to wait.

“Instead of wondering where the next opportunity can come, I
said, ‘I am going to come up with it and do it myself,’” Lewis said.
She took to the Web with her comedy series “Black Actress,” shar-
ing the narrative of black women trying to make it in the industry.
The 10- to 20-minute episodes include the storyline of a young
women going on auditions, woven in with real-life interviews
from actresses such as Tatyana Ali  and “Powers’” Naturi
Naughton. They discuss the lack of significant roles offered, and
the struggle to live creatively. Lewis said she created “Black
Actress” after she was introduced as the “urban one” by a cast
member. “I was seen as the black one on the set, not as a peer or
another actor who is trying to work,” she said. “It was an uncom-
fortable experience for me and also for the others who were
there.” 

Ideal situation
Now Lewis is writing, producing and acting on her own terms.

She is working on three other Web series and a feature film with
Jungle Wild Productions. For her, the Internet offers “creative
freedom and there is no gatekeeper on what you can put out
with your team.” Her show is featured as a part of the festival’s
“2015 Web Originals” panel. Other events at ABFF, which runs

until Sunday, include the New York premiere of “Dope” and a
conversation with ABFF ambassador and “Empire” star Taraji P
Henson. Jeff Friday, co-founder of the ABFF, said using the
Internet and social media is an easy way for young actors and
producers to get themselves out there and create content.
“You’ve got to try to take your own destiny in your own hands
and there is no excuse now,” he said. 

Rae, the creator and star of “Awkward Black Girl” and the HBO-
ordered pilot “Insecure,” is joining Andrea Lewis and the creators
of website BlackandSexy.tv, Numa Perrier and Dennis Dortch, for
the panel “How to Create and Monetize a Successful Web Series.”
Rae said events like these are important at ABFF because “a lot of
people don’t know how to get started and how to make money.”
Rae’s success comes after creating multiple web series and pro-
ducing other projects with her company, Color Creative. “I got
into this industry initially as a fan and to be able to use my plat-
form to support other up-and-coming artists that I am a fan of.
That’s an ideal situation for me,” she said.

Appreciating  freedom
When she created her first Web series in 2007, her main con-

cern was creating more roles for black women and creating con-
tent for the type of humor she enjoyed. “I never thought that any-
one would really pay to see my work online,” Rae said. BuzzFeed
actress and comedian Quinta Brunson, known as Quinta B, started
with posting funny self-made videos on Vine and Instagram. Now
she is making videos for a major media company on topics such
as the perks of being short, the struggle to gain weight and the
best free bread at restaurants. 

She said she is able to express herself as a writer and comedi-
an that she would not be able to do anywhere else. “The thing I
like the most about BuzzFeed is I do the kind of video where it’s
just me being a person,” Brunson said, “especially as a black
women, I appreciate the freedom to decide who I’ll be rather than
being told who I will be.”—AP

Black film festival shifts focus to Web as options expand

Producer, director and writer Issa Rae, creator of the
YouTube series ‘The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl,’
poses for a photo at her home in Los Angeles. — AP

Anew thriller starring Will Ferrell and
Kristen Wiig will air later this month on
Lifetime after experiencing some real-

life drama of its own. The network says “A
Deadly Adoption” will premiere June 20 at 8
pm EDT. But the fate of the film seemed in
question a few weeks ago when its planned
secrecy was spoiled. Ferrell then issued a
statement that he and Wiig thought it was “in
the best interest for everyone to forego the
project entirely.”

Although there was no further comment
from the “Saturday Night Live” alums, Ferrell’s
statement was assumed to be a joke. The
movie is described as a high-stakes dramatic
thriller about a couple (Ferrell and Wiig) who
house and care for a pregnant woman
(Jessica Lowndes of “90210”) during the final
months of her pregnancy with the hopes of
adopting her unborn child. — AP

The Internet of Things connecting everyday
items with sensors-is hitting the beach in
time for the northern hemisphere’s sum-

mer with a bikini that says when it’s time to
apply more sun screen. The made-to-measure
invention comes from France-the country that
invented the bikini-but with a price tag that
might make even the well-tanned beach ama-
zon blanch: 149 euros ($167). For that price,
though, the wearer will get a two-piece swim-
suit with a small detachable ultraviolet sensor
that, through a smartphone or tablet, sends a
“sun screen alert” when the user’s skin needs
more protective sunblock cream.

The detector is calibrated to the wearer’s skin
type and how much of a tan she wants to get.
And there’s even a “Valentine” function that
sends the message to a boyfriend’s smartphone
so he knows when to apply the cream to his girl-
friend’s skin. “The idea came to me right away,
on a day when I saw someone get sunburnt on a

beach,” the Frenchwoman behind the smart
bikinis, Marie Spinali, said. 

‘Not a gimmick’ 
She started her company, Spinali Design, last

month in the eastern French town of Mulhouse
where she lives, and sells the bikinis through her
website. “There are flowerpots that give an alert
when plants need watering, so I thought it was
time to invent something to warn when the sun
is too strong,” she said. “It’s not a gimmick,” she
added, explaining that often when people think
to add more suncream, it’s too late and they
already have sunburn. An expert,  Doctor
Claudine Blanchet-Bardon of France’s National
Association of Dermatologists, said the device
was “interesting, because anything that warns
people against UV exposure is good”.—AFP

Lifetime film with Ferrell, 
Wiig debuts June 20

Will Ferrell arrives at the Saturday Night
Live 40th Anniversary Special at Rockefeller
Plaza in New York. — AP photos

Kristen Wiig arrives at the Saturday Night
Live 40th Anniversary Special at Rockefeller
Plaza in New York.

In time for summer: A ‘connected’ 
bikini that tells you how to tan

Guitarist/composer Nobuki Takamen from Japan performs with drummer Yutaka Uchida and
bassist Daniel Foose at the Japan Information and Culture Center during the DC Jazz Festival
in Washington, DC. — AFP 
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Under rotating ceiling fans in hot, crowded bars, an edgier form
of entertainment is emerging in China that reflects greater cul-
tural freedom: stand-up comedy. The jokes told in these set-

tings depart sharply from traditional routines of trained entertainers
who work in pairs and tell age-old tales. This small, new breed of
comedians face the microphone alone in live settings that are more
conducive to personal storytelling about topics that resonate with
modern audiences: relationships, jobs, parents and kids. They often
touch on the frustrations of younger people, who can’t buy property
in Beijing, find a spouse or endure long working hours.

Edgy and vulnerable
In a recent Sunday line-up of seven acts at a Beijing bar, the only

female comedian, Wang Yafei, joked about how she defied Chinese
societal norms by pursuing men instead of waiting to be pursued. The
short-haired, 28-year-old whose stage name is San Di said nine out of
10 men would respond by telling her they were gay, while the
remaining tenth would say: “I really love a man like you.”

Zhao Yu, 24, watching in the packed room of about 120 people,
said Wang was her favorite comedian of the night. “She speaks out
what preys on my mind,” she said. “In my life there’s a man I adore,
and I would really like to be able to pursue him.” Stand-up, performed
mostly in a handful of larger cities, is gaining a following among peo-
ple likely to have first seen the genre on TV or online. Those shows
appear styled on late-night American TV with hosts who tell jokes,
sometimes sitting behind a desk.

While TV and online shows tend to have non-stop one-liners to
keep the audience from turning over, stand-up routines are gaining
popularity because they are more personal and creative, edgy and
vulnerable. “Most of the ideas for these jokes come from real-life
experiences, so we the audience can readily relate to them,” said
Zhang Jingjing, a Beijing professional who was in the Sunday evening
audience. “All the performers are very creative, and what I value most
are their thoughts expressed freely without any of the constraints and
censorship that TV and other traditional media in China have.”

Traditional comedy
Sexually suggestive jokes abound, while other favorite topics

include families’ concerns about still-unmarried children, and the dif-
ferences among Chinese regions in temperament and accents.
Chinese-American comedian Joe Wong said live stand-up is catching
on in China, but needs more performers. They have regular jobs and
moonlight as comedians. Two years ago, there was just one comedy
club and perhaps one show a month, he said. “Now there are four or
five just in Beijing and almost every night of the week you can find
some kind of stand-up.”

Stand-up attracts a younger audience than the traditional comedy
genre “crosstalk,” which began as street performances in China’s
dynastic past, moved into teahouses and was heavily promoted by
state television in the 1980s and 1990s. Two robe-clad speakers sing
and talk. The audiences are often well-versed in the routines passed

down from generation to generation, so performers can unexpected-
ly change the ending to comic effect.

Liang Haiyuan is an insurance salesman by day and one of no
more than 20 stand-up comedians in Shenzhen, a wealthy city of 15
million, from where he travelled to take part in the Beijing show. He
riffed on the typical prerequisite that a man must provide a house
before a woman will marry him, asking whether Chinese who eat
bird’s nest soup are giving appropriate thought to the feelings of a
male bird who wants to bring a female home - only to find the nest
gone. “The ashamed male swallow has to explain to his partner that
he really did have a house!” he said, provoking big laughter and
applause.

Common prosperity
At times the jokes can verge on the political. Liang, 31, referenced

Deng Xiaoping’s call a generation ago to let some get rich before oth-
ers, saying that he believed Shenzhen would accomplish this first.
“The reason is that we let some people get rich first and then keep the
rest as mistresses so as to reach common prosperity in the very end,”
he said. Some in the audience heard an implicit reference to corrupt
officials, often reported to have several mistresses.

A comedian with a timid style, Song Qiyu, held up a piece of paper
with a U-shaped graph showing the relationship between having a
standard Mandarin accent and a sense of humor. He said if you have a
bad Mandarin accent, like himself, that’s funny. On the other extreme
of the “U” are the anchors on state broadcaster CCTV who are famed
for speaking flawless Mandarin while delivering irony-free propagan-
da. Those anchors, he said, are just as hilarious, finishing his act to
applause.

Corruption joke
Jesse Appell, an American stand-up comedian who has studied

traditional Chinese comedy, said jokes often suggest unsaid things in
China, where people traditionally are indirect and freedom of expres-
sion is limited. “If you are going to make a corruption joke it’s better to
do it through subtext because then you didn’t say anything, the audi-
ence didn’t hear anything, but everybody knows what you were say-
ing,” he said. Tony Chou, the organizer and host of the recent show in
the Beijing bar, said China is developing and modernizing “but the
cultural things are still far behind.”

Stand-up comedy, however, is “something that catches up with
people’s lives,” he said. If you visited China in the 1970s, everyone
“dressed the same, in two colors, gray and blue,” Chou said. “But it’s
developed, people have realized ‘oh I have my own pursuit of life’”
and stand-up “has to do with freedom, everybody can talk about their
life and make people laugh, which is great.” “Actually it’s a sign of cul-
tural freedom and a way of life of the new generation in China,” he
said. “It’s a big, big transformation.”— AP

Audience laugh as a standup comedian performs during a comedy show at a bookstore in
Beijing. — AP photos

Audience take photos as Chinese-American standup comedian Joe Wong does his routine dur-
ing a comedy show at a bookstore.

China’s emerging stand-up 
comedy scene draws young people 

American comedian Jesse Appell, left, and Chinese comedian
Tony Chou talk to the audience during a comedy show.

Audience laugh as a Chinese standup comedian performs.

Chinese standup comedienne San Di, whose real name is
Wang Yafei, performs her routine.
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When he wasn’t busy scribbling out the theory of relativi-
ty, Albert Einstein seems to have spent a fair amount of
time writing letters involving topics such as God, his

son’s geometry studies, even a little toy steam engine an uncle
gave him when he was a boy. The Einstein Letters, which include
more than two dozen missives, will go up for sale Thursday at the
California-based auction house Profiles in History. Some were in
English and others in German. Some were done in longhand, oth-
ers on typewriters.

Amassed over decades by a private collector, the letters repre-
sent one of the largest caches of Einstein’s personal writings ever
offered for sale. But more than that, they give a rare look into
Einstein’s thoughts when he wasn’t discussing complicated scien-
tific theories with his peers, said Joseph Maddalena, founder of
Profiles in History. “We all know about what he accomplished,

how he changed the world with the theory of relativity,”
Maddalena said. “But these letters show the other side of the sto-
ry. How he advised his children, how he believed in God.”

Professional atheist
In one letter, Einstein urged one of his sons to get more seri-

ous about geometry. In another, he consoled a friend who recent-
ly discovered her husband’s infidelity. In still another to an uncle
on his 70th birthday, Einstein recalled how the toy steam engine
the uncle gave him years ago had prompted a lifelong interest in
science. On the issue of God, Einstein dismissed the widely held
belief that he was an atheist. “I have repeatedly said that in my
opinion the idea of a personal God is a childlike one,” he wrote to
a man who corresponded with him on the subject twice in the
1940s. “You may call me an agnostic, but I do not share the cru-

sading spirit of the professional atheist. ... I prefer an attitude of
humility corresponding to the weakness of our intellectual under-
standing of nature and of our own being.”

Maddalena expects each of the 27 letters to fetch anywhere
from $5,000 to as much as $40,000, for a total take ranging from
$500,000 to $1 million. They are priceless, in his opinion, when it
comes to having a greater understanding of the most brilliant
physicist of the 20th century, the man whose theories ushered in
the atomic age. “These are certainly among the most important
things I’ve ever handled,” Maddalena said. “This is not like a Babe
Ruth autograph or a signed photo of Marilyn Monroe. These are
historically significant.”— AP

They say birds of a feather flock together, but
not at Rhode Island campgrounds. Tom
Wharton didn’t think twice about bringing his

beloved cockatoo, Tootsie, with him on camping
trips, until the duo were kicked out of two camp-
sites following complaints about his feathered
companion. Rhode Island lawmakers are consider-
ing changing the law that only allows four-legged
friends likes dogs and cats to accompany their
owners to campgrounds.

Rep. Joseph Trillo, the bill sponsor, said he does-
n’t think certain pets should be prohibited.
Hamsters and goldfish should be allowed to camp,
too, the Warwick Republican added. “That’s why
we have to do it pet by pet,” Trillo said. “It’s really
nonsense legislation we shouldn’t have to be
doing to correct commonsense decisions.” House
lawmakers on Thursday passed the bill, allowing up
to two birds in the parrot family per campsite, so
long as the birds stay inside a recreational vehicle
or camper. 

Political spectrum
Trillo said he introduced the bill after Wharton

contacted him. “My poor cockatoo has to stay

home alone in her cage and it’s just not right,”
Wharton said. Wharton, a regular camper, has
brought his 21-year-old parrot with him on several
camping trips over the years, he said. Tootsie occa-
sionally would leave his 31-foot Airstream, he said,
but she doesn’t make any noise. The 69-year-old
Warwick resident said he stopped bringing Tootsie
along a few years ago, after the proprietors at two
local campgrounds asked them to leave. 

Wharton said he hadn’t realized that having a
pet bird at a campground was against state law. “I
feel bad she has to stay home. She loves to ride in
the car. I take her to music festivals,” Wharton said.
Trillo’s bill drew the support of lawmakers on both
sides of the political spectrum. Warwick Democrat
Joseph Shekarchi said he co-sponsored the bill in
part because he’s a big animal lover. The state
Department of Environmental Management
opposed the original bill, saying it could allow for
chickens and turkeys in campgrounds. A depart-
ment spokeswoman said the agency remains neu-
tral about the amended bill. Trillo said a companion
bill will be introduced in the Senate. — AP

Parrot owner asks lawmakers 
to lift bird-ban at campsites 

Tom Wharton, of Warwick, R.I., talks to his 21-year-old pet cockatoo named ‘Tootsie,’ as
the bird raises it’s head crest at his Warwick home. — AP

27 of Einstein’s personal 
letters going on auction block 

This undated file photo shows legendary physicist Dr Albert
Einstein, author of the theory of Relativity. — AP photos 

This undated image provided by Profiles in History shows a
letter written by legendary physicist Albert Einstein about his
theory on relativity.

This undated image provided by Profiles in History shows a
letter written on September 28, 1949, by legendary physicist
Albert Einstein on his idea of God.
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Sharp suits vie with streetwear and top brands at men’s fash-
ion week in London, which opened yesterday with an eye
on boosting ties with the lucrative luxury Chinese market.

Burberry, Alexander McQueen, Tom Ford and Jimmy Choo are
some of the big names showing over the next four days along-
side Savile Row tailors such as Richard James, Gieves & Hawkes
and Hardy Amies. The first day opens with designs by Topman,
the brother label of high-street label Topshop, up-and-coming
designer Craig Green and Christopher Shannon, who last season
presented models with plastic bags over their heads.

London Collections: Men grew out of the men’s day at London
Fashion Week and is now in its seventh edition, with 65 designers
holding catwalk shows or presentations. This season sees a new
focus on promoting British menswear to China, with the appoint-
ment of the event’s first international ambassador, Chinese mod-
el, actor, singer and philanthropist Hu Bing. China was the fifth
largest market for luxury ready-to-wear menswear in 2014, and is
expected to become the second largest after the United States by
2017, according to analysts Euromonitor International. Italian lux-
ury menswear brand Ermenegildo Zegna, which opened its first
store in Beijing in 1991, says China is already its biggest market
worldwide.

Chinese investment has also given established British brands a
new lease of life-Savile Row tailors Hardy Amies, Kilgour, Gieves &
Hawkes and Kent & Curwen are all now owned by Hong Kong’s
billionaire Fung brothers. While Western labels are making
inroads in China, only one Chinese designer, Beijing-based
Xander Zhou, has been a regular fixure on the London menswear
calendar. In the past he has deliberately eschewed what he calls
the traditional “dragons and peonies” for fear that he would be
pigeon-holed-but this is about to change.

In his spring/summer 2016 collection, to be shown on
Monday, “I have found the courage to actually use oriental ele-
ments after using elements from many other cultures in my past
collections”, Zhou siad. “The fact that I am ready now has to do
with the way I have evolved, but also with the way the world has
evolved in terms of stereotypes about ‘Chinese designers’.” Zhou
welcomed Hu’s appointment and the focus on China, which will
also see 

Beijing-based Sean Suen make his debut with a show spon-
sored by GQ China magazine on Monday. “China is ‘happening’ in
many ways.. and when it comes to menswear, London is where
the new and edgy attract the world’s attention and get people
talking,” Zhou said.—AFP

Men’s fashion week opens
in London with eye on China

Models present creations by Topman Design on the opening day of the
Spring/Summer 2016 London Collections Men fashion event in central
London yesterday. — AP/AFP photos
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Models present a creation by British designer Craig Green.
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LOS ANGELES: At this year’s Electronic
Entertainment Expo, video games
alone won’t soak up all the attention.
Besides the usual laundry list of
sequels and new titles coming to gam-
ing consoles, next week’s annual inter-
active extravaganza will also play host
to exhibitors from around the world
pushing augmented and virtual reality
systems, video streaming services, as
well as games specifically created for
PCs and mobile devices.

“We have a tradition of being open
to new technologies, new game com-
panies and new approaches,” said
Michael Gallagher, president of the
Electronic Software Association, which
organizes the industry trade show. “We
have more than 270 exhibitors at E3
this year showing over 1,600 products,
including 100 of them that haven’t
even been teased. It’s meant to be a
very diverse environment. This will
probably be the most diverse E3 in the
show’s history.”

Here’s a look at what’s likely to
unfold during gaming’s biggest week:

Virtually head over heels
With virtual reality systems like

the Oculus Rift, Project Morpheus
and HTC Vive scheduled for release
throughout the next year, game cre-
ators are expected to heavily tout
their VR experiences in an effort to
wrap the immersive technology
around consumers ’  noggins .
Microsoft might similarly use its pres-

ence at E3 to hype HoloLens, the
augmented real i ty  headset  i t
unveiled earlier this year with a ren-
dition of “Minecraft” set amid the real
world.

Deeper dive
The looming reality of VR is project-

ed to take center stage at E3. However,
there are still plenty of other upcoming
interactive experiences that won’t
need to be strapped to consumers’
faces. After being teased at last year’s
E3, many developers are planning to

provide further details on updated ver-
sions of popular series due in just a few
months, including 343 Industries’ “Halo
5: Guardians,” Konami’s “Metal Gear
Solid V: The Phantom Pain” and Crystal

Dynamics’ “Rise of the Tomb Raider.”

Out of retirement
While the E3 show floor is always lit-

tered with the latest editions of long-
running series, a few entries anticipat-
ed at this year’s show haven’t been
seen in at least five years. “Doom,”

“Fallout,” “Mirror’s Edge,” “Just Cause,”
“Guitar Hero” and “Star Wars:
Battlefront” are among the franchises
being dusted off for this year’s E3. In
the case of “Star Fox,” Nintendo hasn’t
released an all-new mission for the
vulpine fighter pilot in nearly a decade.

The force is strong
Speaking of “Battlefront,” the “Star

Wars” franchise will be in full force at
E3. Electronic Arts is hyperdriving into
the Los Angeles Convention Center
with that multiplayer blast-’em-up,
while Disney is landing with the latest
installment of its “Disney Infinity” toys-
to-life series, which will introduce such
characters as Yoda and Han Solo to its
toy-game empire. EA could also
unleash more details about another
interactive “Star Wars” episode that’s
being created by Visceral Games.

A new breed
Star Fox, Master Chief and Lara Croft

are making their way onto the latest
generation of consoles, but what
about the Prince of Persia, Marcus
Fenix or Samus Aran? If history is any
indication, it’s likely a few publishers
will use E3 as an opportunity to pub-
licly announce the resurrection of such
long-gone protagonists. Could a high-
er-definition revival of “Prince of
Persia,” “Gears of War” or “Metroid” be
forthcoming for the PlayStation 4,
Xbox One or Wii U consoles?—AP

From ‘Star Wars’ to ‘Star Fox,’ 5 expectations for E3

LOS ANGELES: A man walks past the Microsoft booth at the
Electronic Entertainment Expo. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Oculus is expanding its highly
anticipated virtual-reality headset to simulate the sen-
sation of touch and gesturing as part of its quest to
blur the lines between the fake and genuine world.
The touch controllers unveiled Thursday by Oculus
founder Palmer Luckey are designed to enable peo-
ple to pick up guns, throw Frisbees or carry out other
actions within the fantasy scenes they see through a
virtual reality headset called the Rift. The controllers
also will make it possible to point, wave inside the
video games being played on the Rift, according to
Luckey.  The half-moon shaped controllers, called
Oculus Touch, will be showcased along with the Rift
headset next week in Los Angeles at the Electronic
Entertainment Expo, or E3, a major video game con-

ference. “We really think Oculus Touch is going to sur-
prise you,” Luckey, 22, said. “We think they are going
to deliver an entirely new set of virtual reality experi-
ences.” Besides showing off its latest gadgetry, Oculus
also provided a glimpse at the line-up of video games
being designed for the Rift and announced a partner-
ship with Microsoft to make the headset compatible
with the Xbox console and devices running on the
next version of the Windows operating system sched-
uled to be released next month.

Oculus’ virtual-reality technology is so highly
regarded that Facebook bought it for $2 billion last
year. Since that acquisition, the Rift has remained in a
testing phase that has kept its early prototypes in the
hands of video game makers and computer program-

mers. The first consumer model of the headset won’t
be released until sometime during the first three
months of next year. The touch controllers start sell-
ing shortly after that, at some point between April
and June.

Lightweight device
The Rift’s price hasn’t been announced yet,

although Oculus has previously said the headset and
a personal compute need to power the technology
will cost less than $1,500. The Rift package will also
include a wireless controller and adapter as part of
the new for new alliance with Microsoft, which is
branching into another emerging niche of technolo-
gy niche known as “augmented” reality with its own
HoloLens headset. Facebook and Oculus summoned
reporters to a San Francisco studio Thursday to get
the first glimpse of what the Rift’s consumer model
will look like. It’s a lightweight device that will bit on
top of a person’s head like a half-helmet. Images are
viewed through two screens housed inside a visor.
The audio is piped through removable headphones.

Insomniac Games
The goal is to trick people’s brains into believing

what they are seeing and hearing is the real thing
instead of a fabrication, said Oculus CEO Brandon
Iribe, who started the company with Luckey three
years ago with $2.4 million in financing.  The Rift’s ini-
tial target market will be video game players looking
to become even more deeply immersed in their
obsessive pastimes. The inaugural line-up video
games built for the Rift include titles from CCP Games,
Gunfire Games and Insomniac Games that will trans-
port players into space, an artic zone and a fictional
land where a young man defends his home turf from
a dragon. —AP

Oculus’ virtual-reality headset
to simulate touch, gestures

LOS ANGELES: A man tries out the Oculus Rift virtual-reality headset at the
Oculus booth at the Electronic Entertainment Expo. —AP

Taiwan’s Foxconn 
eyes possible iPhone

plant in India
MUMBAI: Apple iPhone manufacturer
Foxconn is in talks with the Indian govern-
ment to build a plant there, an official said
yesterday, as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeks to boost foreign investment.
Subhash Desai,  industry minister for
India’s western state of Maharashtra, said
that local officials had pitched several
possible sites to the Taiwanese technolo-
gy giant. 

“We have sent Foxconn a presentation
outlining possible locations they could
explore and also the tax incentives the
state is willing to extend,” Desai said. “We
hope that they reply and make up their
mind on details like how many and how
big they want to build,” the minister
added.

The Apple supplier, also known as Hon
Hai Precision Industry, is the world’s
largest computer components manufac-
turer and also assembles products for
Sony and Nokia. In March it reported a
22.34 percent rise in profits for 2014 due
to demand for larger-screen iPhones. 

Its net profit was Tw$130.5 billion ($4.2
billion) last year with nearly half of its rev-
enue generated by orders from Apple.
Setting up a plant in India could help cut
Foxconn’s labor costs and boost sales of
iPhones in a country that boasts 952 mil-
lion mobile connections. —AFP
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SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter chief execu-
tive Dick Costolo is surrendering his
post, handing the reins back to co-
founder Jack Dorsey as the popular
service struggles to boost its ranks of
users. Costolo will step down on July 1,
and Dorsey will take back the Twitter
chief job in an interim capacity, the
company announced Thursday. Dorsey
previously held the job for about a year
and a half, leaving the post in 2008.
Costolo came on board in 2010. “The
future belongs to Twitter thanks in
large part to Dick Costolo’s dedication
and vision,” Dorsey said. Dorsey said he
will stay at the Twitter helm while the
board finds someone to replace Costolo
long-term.

Costolo will remain on the Twitter
board of directors, and Dorsey will con-
tinue to be chief of mobile-centered
financial transactions company Square
that he co-founded in 2009. The shake-
up comes amid rumors that Costolo
was under tremendous pressure from
investors to prove his worth by ramping
ranks of Twitter users and revenues
brought in by the globally popular one-
to-many messaging service.
“Unfortunately this news isn’t surpris-
ing,” Forrester analyst Nate Elliott said.
“The bottom line is that Twitter isn’t
very good right now at serving either its
users or its marketers.” Costolo guided
the San Francisco-based firm through
its initial public offering, but growth has
been disappointing and the company
has yet to show a profit. Twitter shares
jumped more than three percent to
$37.16 in after-market trading that fol-
lowed release of word Costolo is out as
chief.

Holding course 
Dorsey said during a conference call

that he will  split  his time between
Twitter and Square, relying on manage-
ment teams he knows and trusts. He
expressed faith in the strategy Costolo
has in place at Twitter and products in
the company’s pipeline. “I don’t foresee
any changes in strategy or direction,”
Dorsey said.  “The opportunity is
absolutely massive. The intention is to
certainly bring it to everyone around
the world.” The plan to do that includes
making Twitter easy and rewarding for
users, according to Dorsey. “If we build

a product people love and value, adver-
tisers and users will follow,” Dorsey said.

Costolo said he began discussing
departure with the board late last year
and opted to step down now because
remaining during a search for a succes-
sor would have been too distracting to
the company. Criteria had yet to be
established regarding what Twitter is
looking for in a new chief. “We are look-
ing for someone who really uses and
loves the product in every single way,”
Dorsey said.

Slowing growth 
Replacing Costolo might not be the

solution Twitter needs, according to
Silicon Valley analyst Rob Enderle of
Enderle Group. Twitter’s trouble isn’t a
lack of skill and hard work by those in
the company; it is that the short-form,
real-time nature of the service does not
lend itself to advertising crucial to rev-
enue in an age when people want free
online services, the analyst reasoned.
“You could liken it to being in an off-
road race and your problem is your car
doesn’t work off-road,” Enderle said. “It’s
not about the driver or the team; the
whole thing is about the car.” It could
help if Twitter’s next chief is outstand-
ingly creative when it comes to finding
ways of making money with ads while

not tainting the experience users cher-
ish. “This one is going to be tough,”
Enderle said of finding a leader with the
skills Twitter needs at the helm.

Industry tracker eMarketer estimated
that the number of people using Twitter
monthly will grow 14.1 percent this
year, compared to a growth rate of 30
percent two years ago. By 2019, Twitter
user growth will slow to about six per-
cent worldwide, eMarketer forecast. The
company said the number of active
monthly users rose above 300 million,

but that figure grew at a pace too slug-
gish for many investors, and below rivals
in social networking.

Twitter’s share of the $145 billion
spent on digital advertising around the
world this year is slightly less than one
percent, up from just shy of a half-per-
cent last year, eMarketer reported. In
comparison, Facebook increased its
share of the worldwide digital ad market
to 7.9 percent this year from 5.8 percent
in 2013, according to the industry track-
er, which said Google led the market
with a 31.4 percent stake. In its latest
earnings report, in April, Twitter said it
had a net loss in the quarter of $162.4
million. Because Costolo is resigning,
there is no severance package involved,
according to Twitter. —AFP

Twitter CEO Costolo out 
as growth pressure mounts

LAS VEGAS: Twitter CEO Dick Costolo speaks during a panel discussion
at the International Consumer Electronics Show. —AP

NEW YORK: Twitter co-founder and Chairman Jack
Dorsey speaks at a campaign fundraiser for
Democratic Candidate for Public Advocate Reshma
Saujani. —AP

What Twitter’s 
next CEO can learn 

from Facebook
LOS ANGELES: As Jack Dorsey returns to Twitter’s helm, he
may want to take a good look at its competitor Facebook,
which managed a turnaround with a newfound product focus
three years ago. Dorsey is going to take over as Twitter’s inter-
im CEO beginning July 1 to replace outgoing CEO Dick
Costolo, whose departure was announced Thursday. Costolo’s
exit came just a week after major Twitter investor Chris Sacca
pinned a long op-ed about his disappointment with the com-
pany’s current products, and the potential he sees for a turn-
around.

Sacca argued that Twitter had built a product for power
users, and shown little ability to open up to mainstream users,
or monetize those power users through major brand advertis-
ing dollars. “For most people, tweeting is scary,” he wrote,
adding: “New users usually get lost in the rough before they
have a chance to find any diamonds.” Sacca went on to say
some major changes to Twitter’s product to make it more
approachable to mainstream audiences-and the reinstatement
of Dorsey can be a first sign that the company has heard his
demands. Dorsey co-founded Twitter in 2006, served as its ear-
ly CEO and is seen as one of its most product-focused execu-
tives.

So what can Dorsey do to turn Twitter around? He might
want to start by taking a closer look at Facebook. The compet-
ing social network faced a similar crisis of investor confidence
three, four years ago, when mobile monetization fell behind
expectations just as audiences were transitioning from the
desktop to mobile devices. Facebook didn’t try to combat this
trend with small tweaks to its product, but took some bold
bets on the future of mobile apps: The company acquired
Instagram for $1 billion and went on to buy Whatsapp for a
whopping $19 billion in 2014.

It also built out its own Messenger app as a separate mobile
application, betting that users would in the future gravitate
towards purpose-built apps, and giving up on the notion that
everything had to happen in Facebook’s stream. That bet paid
off for Facebook: Whatsapp now has 800 million monthly
active users. Facebook’s own Messenger is being used by 600
million users per month, and Instagram is being used by 300
million people a month. Facebook itself still attracts 1.4 billion
users per month, and the company’s mobile ad revenue is sky-
rocketing, in part due to its multi-app strategy.

Twitter should take the same approach-and actually has
begun doing so when it acquired and launched Periscope ear-
lier this year. The live video streaming app is tied into Twitter’s
platform, but delivers an independent experience-one that
may ultimately appeal to more people than an endless stream
of 140-character messages. The same could be true for news-
centric apps or apps focused on personal media that leverage
Twitter’s technology, but deliver a simpler experience more
attuned to the interests of mainstream consumers.

Here’s how Chris Sacca put it: “The focus and simplicity that
would come with standalone Twitter apps would be irresistible
to hundreds of millions of new users and would substantially
improve the experience of countless existing users all while
being exceedingly easy to monetize.” In other words: Twitter
should be more like Facebook-with a razor-sharp focus on not
one, but a number of key products. —Reuters

BEIJING: Taxi hailing app Uber plans to invest seven billion
yuan ($1.1 billion) in China, the Financial Times reported on its
website, citing a company email. The paper said it obtained
the message sent to Uber investors this week by its CEO Travis
Kalanick. The FT posted a copy of the email file in a hyperlink
within the article. “Given our recent success in the region and
substantial market share gains, we are planning to invest over
7 billion RMB (over 1 billion USD) in China in 2015 alone,” the
email said, referring to renminbi, another name for the Chinese
currency. Uber riders were making almost 1 million trips per
day with business doubling in the last month, the email added.

It also said that Uber is operating in 11 cities in China, and
over the next year plans to begin operations in 50 of the more
than 80 Chinese cities that have populations of more than five
million people. Uber launched operations in China in February
last year. The company in China refused to comment. “We
don’t comment on this article/topic,” Huang Xue, an Uber
media official in China, said in an e-mail.  The US-based compa-

ny helps put customers in touch with private drivers as an
alternative to traditional taxis.

It has become the focus of global controversy and is facing
legal challenges and limits on its activities. Taxi companies
claim Uber drivers should be regulated in the same way as nor-
mal cabs and are leading the campaign against the service,
which has a small but growing market share in China. The pop-
ularity of private-car booking enterprises such as Uber and
China’s dominant taxi-hailing apps Kuaidi Dache and Didi
Dache has soared in the country, where traditional taxis are
criticized for poor service with rude drivers who routinely
ignore customers on the street.

Uber has drawn the attention of authorities in China.  Police
have paid visits to Uber offices in at least two Chinese cities,
reports and officials said, including one last month in the
southwestern city of Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan province.
An official at the city’s transport commission said the aim of
the visit was “to get some information”. —AFP

Uber plans $1 billion China investment
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00:20 Masterchef: The Professionals
00:45 Bargain Hunt
01:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build
02:20 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
03:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
03:40 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
04:25 Paul Hollywood’s Bread
04:55 Masterchef: The Professionals
05:20 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
06:15 Baking Mad With Eric Lanlard
06:40 Paul Hollywood’s Bread
07:10 Bargain Hunt
07:55 MasterChef
10:35 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
11:20 MasterChef
12:15 Come Dine With Me
12:40 Come Dine With Me
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build
14:25 Nigel Slater’s Simple Cooking
14:50 Come Dine With Me
15:15 Come Dine With Me
15:40 Bargain Hunt
16:25 Bargain Hunt
17:10 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
18:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
19:20 Masterchef: The Professionals
19:50 Masterchef: The Professionals
22:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
23:00 Bargain Hunt

MAN OF TAI CHI ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Misfit Garage
02:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Storage Hunters UK
04:30 Auction Kings
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 World’s Worst...
06:50 The Pop Illusionist
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
09:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
10:10 So You Think You’d Survive?
11:00 The Pop Illusionist
14:20 Dynamo: Revealed
15:10 Dynamo: Top Ten Moments
16:00 Gold Rush
16:50 Gold Divers
17:40 X-Ray Mega Airport
18:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
19:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
21:50 Storage Hunters UK
23:05 King Of Thrones
23:55 The Pool Master

15:20 I Didn’t Do It
15:45 The Next Step
16:10 Spooksville
16:35 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:34 Wolfblood

00:35 The Jonathan Ross Show
01:30 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes
02:55 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
07:15 Keep It In The Family
08:00 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
08:55 The Doctor Blake Mysteries

00:20 Dino Autopsy
01:10 I, Predator
02:00 The Monster Project
02:50 Dragon’s Feast
03:45 The Eagles
04:40 Predator Patrol
05:35 Animal Superpowers
06:30 Monster Fish
07:25 Monster Fish
08:20 I, Predator
09:15 World’s Deadliest Animals
10:10 Tiger Man
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 The Monster Project
13:50 Game of Lions
14:45 Wild 24
15:40 Man And The Wild
16:35 That Shouldn’t Fly
17:30 Life on the Barrier Reef
18:25 World’s Weirdest
19:20 Wild 24
20:10 Man And The Wild
21:00 That Shouldn’t Fly
21:50 Life on the Barrier Reef
22:40 World’s Weirdest
23:30 Shark Men

06:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Til Death
08:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
09:00 Last Man Standing
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
10:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:30 Til Death
13:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
14:00 Parks And Recreation
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Last Man Standing
18:30 Parks And Recreation
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 Galavant
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Jonah From Tonga
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Violetta
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 The Next Step
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Zapped
12:15 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Girl Meets World
13:30 I Didn’t Do It
13:55 Mako Mermaids
14:20 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Dog With A Blog

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 THS
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
05:05 The E! True Hollywood Story
06:00 Kourtney & Kim Take New York
06:55 Kourtney & Kim Take New York
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 The E! True Hollywood Story
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup

00:00 Top Gear (UK)
01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Downton Abbey
03:00 Banshee
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 Once Upon A Time
06:00 Top Gear (UK)
07:00 Survivor: San Juan Del Sur
09:00 Once Upon A Time
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
15:00 Top Gear (UK)
19:00 Unforgettable
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Satisfaction
23:00 Banshee

00:00 Shaft
02:00 Primeval
04:00 Beast Of The Bering Sea
06:00 Befriend And Betray
08:00 Crimson Tide
10:00 Judge Dredd
12:00 Befriend And Betray
14:00 500 mph Storm
16:00 Crimson Tide
18:00 Shadow Conspiracy
19:45 Pacific Rim
22:00 Homefront

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Defiance
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Top Gear (UK)
09:00 The Night Shift

01:00 Welcome To The Punch-PG15
03:00 The Lego Movie-PG
05:00 Admission-PG15
07:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
09:00 Rio 2-FAM
11:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
13:00 Getaway-PG15
15:00 There Be Dragons-PG15
17:00 Rio 2-FAM
19:00 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
21:00 The Rover-18
23:00 The Conjuring-18

09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
11:35 The Widower
12:25 The Chase
13:15 The Chase
14:05 Big Star’s Little Star
15:00 Keep It In The Family
15:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
17:35 Hiding
18:30 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
19:00 Great Train Robbery
19:45 Keep It In The Family
20:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
22:30 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
23:00 Coronation Street

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Tracy Morgan: Black And Blue
02:30 Jonah From Tonga
03:00 Last Man Standing
03:30 Parks And Recreation
04:00 Til Death
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart

12:00 Supernatural
13:00 C.S.I.
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 The Night Shift
17:00 Supernatural
18:00 C.S.I.
19:00 The Night Shift
20:00 Supernatural
21:00 Resurrection
22:00 Defiance
23:00 American Idol

00:00 Primeval-18
02:00 Beast Of The Bering Sea
04:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
06:00 Crimson Tide-PG15
08:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
10:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
12:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
14:00 Crimson Tide-PG15
16:00 Shadow Conspiracy-PG15
17:45 Pacific Rim-PG15
20:00 Homefront-PG15
22:00 Max Payne-PG15

00:00 National Lampoon’s European
Vacation
02:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
04:00 The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle
06:00 Home Alone 3
08:00 Shanghai Calling
10:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
12:00 Doctor Dolittle
14:00 Walk Of Shame
16:00 Shanghai Calling
18:00 Every Day
20:00 The Rocker
22:00 Bulletproof

01:00 Knockout-PG15
03:00 How I Live Now-PG15
05:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
07:00 Blancanieves-PG15
09:00 Penthouse North-PG15
11:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
13:00 Last Passenger-PG15
15:00 Little Red-PG15
17:00 Penthouse North-PG15
19:00 Reasonable Doubt-PG15
21:00 Out Of The Furnace-PG15
23:00 American Hustle-18

01:30 Straight A’s
03:00 Not Fade Away
05:00 My Last Day Without You
06:30 Quiz Show
09:00 Dead Poets Society
11:15 Straight A’s
13:00 Swing Kids
15:00 Life Happens
16:45 Dead Poets Society
19:00 Phantom
21:00 Casualties Of War
23:00 Mo Better Blues

01:15 Justin And The Knights Of The
Valour
03:00 Astro Boy
04:45 The 7th Dwarf
06:30 Earth To Echo
08:00 Twigson
11:30 The Spiderwick Chronicles
13:15 Astro Boy
15:00 Top Cat: The Movie
16:30 Unstable Fables: 3 Pigs & A
Baby
20:00 Goat Story 2
22:00 Top Cat: The Movie
23:30 Unstable Fables: 3 Pigs & A
Baby

00:00 The Hobbit: The Desolation Of
Smaug-PG
03:00 Marvel’s Ultimate Avengers II
04:30 The Expendables 3-PG15
06:00 Quartet-PG15
08:00 Safe-PG15
10:00 Stuck In Love-PG15
12:00 The Expendables 3-PG15
14:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five Film
16:00 Safe-PG15
18:00 Peeples-PG15
20:00 Life Of Crime-PG15
22:00 Dom Hemingway-18

07:30 Super Rugby Highlights
08:30 Live Super Rugby 
10:30 Live Super Rugby
12:30 Live Super Rugby
16:30 Super Rugby Highlights
18:00 Live Super Rugby 
20:00 Live Super Rugby
22:00 Live Top 14 Final

10:30 NRL Full Time 
11:00 Live NRL Premiership 
13:00 This Is President Cup
14:00 Live PGA European Tour
19:30 This Is PGA Tour CANADA
20:00 Live PGA Tour 
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PACIFIC RIM ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

13:05 Sofia The First
13:30 Sofia The First
13:55 Sofia The First
14:20 Sofia The First
14:45 Sofia The First
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Sofia The First
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:25 The 7D
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Mighty Med
09:30 Last Day Of Summer
10:15 Phineas And Ferb
11:05 Mission Marvel
11:50 Phineas And Ferb
12:35 Phineas And Ferb
13:00 Phineas And Ferb
14:20 Last Day Of Summer
15:05 Phineas And Ferb
15:55 Phineas And Ferb
16:40 Phineas And Ferb
16:55 Cars Toons
17:00 Rusty The Great Rescue
18:30 The 7D
18:45 Supa Strikas
19:10 Last Day Of Summer
19:55 Toy Story Toons
20:05 The 7D
20:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Mighty Med
22:15 Kirby Buckets
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

07:00 Live BNG v IND 1st Test, Day 4
14:30 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: Worcs v
Notts
15:30 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Northants v Derbys
16:30 Live Natwest T20 Blast :
Glamorgan v Somerset
20:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 23

00:45 Return To Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Body Bizarre
03:15 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
04:05 Secret Eaters
05:00 Secret Eaters
06:00 17 Kids And Counting
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Bakery Boss
08:55 Bakery Boss
09:45 Pawn Queens
10:10 Pawn Queens
10:35 Shopping Is My Life
11:25 17 Kids And Counting
11:50 17 Kids And Counting
12:15 18 Kids And Counting
12:40 18 Kids And Counting
13:05 18 Kids And Counting
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
13:55 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Shopping Is My Life
18:05 Oprah’s Next Chapter
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
21:50 Oprah’s Next Chapter
22:40 Angels Among Us
23:05 My 600lb Life
23:55 My 600lb Life

Cartoon Network
03:15 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
03:35 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:00 Teen Titans Go!
04:45 Grojband
05:05 Total Drama World Tour
05:30 Adventure Time
06:00 Ben 10
06:25 Ben 10
06:50 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
07:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:40 Matt Hatter Chronicles
08:05 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 Uncle Grandpa
09:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:45 Clarence
10:10 Adventure Time New
10:35 Adventure Time
10:47 Adventure Time
11:00 Regular Show
11:50 Ben 10: Omniverse
12:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:30 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:55 Matt Hatter Chronicles
14:20 Teen Titans Go!
14:45 Omnitrix Go!
16:50 Clarence
17:15 New Steven Universe
17:40 Incredible Crew
18:05 Teen Titans Go!
18:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball

19:07 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:32 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:45 Adventure Time New
20:10 Adventure Time
20:35 Regular Show
21:25 Teen Titans Go!
21:45 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
22:05 Ben 10
22:35 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Teen Titans Go!
00:40 Grojband
01:00 Grojband
01:25 Total Drama World Tour
01:45 Regular Show
02:30 Johnny Test

Discovery ID
03:00 Serial Killers
03:45 Fatal Encounters
04:30 Devil In The Details
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
07:00 Fatal Encounters
07:50 Disappeared
08:40 Disappeared
09:30 Who On Earth...
09:55 Who On Earth...
10:20 Who On Earth...
10:45 Who On Earth...
11:10 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:00 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:50 Blood Relatives
13:40 Nightmare Next Door
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:10 Disappeared
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:50 I Was Murdered

18:15 I Was Murdered
18:40 I Almost Got Away With It
19:30 I Almost Got Away With It
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 I Almost Got Away With It
22:00 California Investigator
22:25 California Investigator
22:50 Deadly Women
23:40 True CSI
00:30 I Was Murdered
00:55 I Was Murdered
01:20 Blood Relatives
02:10 California Investigator
02:35 California Investigator

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Messages From Miles
11:25 Doc McStuffins
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:05 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Sofia The First
12:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse

03:00 American Pickers
04:00 Counting Cars
05:00 Counting Cars
05:30 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 American Restoration
07:30 American Restoration
08:00 American Restoration
08:30 American Restoration
09:00 American Restoration
09:30 American Restoration
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
12:00 Counting Cars
12:30 Counting Cars
13:00 Storage Wars Texas
13:30 Storage Wars Texas
14:00 Storage Wars Texas
14:30 Storage Wars Texas
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars

16:30 Pawn Stars
17:00 Pawn Stars
17:30 Pawn Stars
18:00 Pawn Stars South Africa
18:30 Pawn Stars South Africa
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Storage Wars
20:30 Storage Wars
21:00 Storage Wars
21:30 Storage Wars
22:00 Counting Cars
22:30 Counting Cars
23:00 Pawn Stars
23:30 Pawn Stars
00:00 Shipping Wars
00:30 Storage Wars
01:00 Storage Wars
01:30 Storage Wars
02:00 Storage Wars
02:30 Storage Wars

03:30 Nine Lives Of Chloe King
04:30 End Game
05:30 Transporter: The Series
06:30 The Listener
07:30 The Listener
08:30 Revenge
09:30 Revenge
10:30 End Game
11:30 How I Met Your Mother
12:00 Scrubs
12:30 Scrubs
13:00 MasterChef Australia
13:40 MasterChef Australia
14:20 MasterChef Australia
15:30 Lone Star Legend
16:30 The Bridge
17:30 Wayward Pines
18:30 Happy Endings
19:00 Happy Endings
19:30 MasterChef Australia
20:10 MasterChef Australia
21:00 According To Jim
21:30 According To Jim
22:00 Lone Star Legend
23:00 The Bridge
00:00 Lone Star Legend
01:00 Transporter: The Series
02:00 Nine Lives Of Chloe King

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
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Palestinian ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub hosted a ceremony at the embassy’s building Thursday to honor Mariyam and Shaimaa Jodah, the Palestinian-American twin sisters
who came in first and second place among high school graduates (arts’ sector) this year. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

NAFO Kuwait conducted its 11th Annual
General Body Meeting (AGM) on June 5
at the Indian Community Junior School

Auditorium, Amman,  Salmiya. The meeting was
attended by a large number of NAFO members
and their families. General Secretary Murali S
Nair welcomed the gathering and briefly
reminded about the need of further strengthen-
ing NAFO’s continued social, cultural and wel-
fare contributions. 

NAFO Patron Vijay Karayil while felicitat-
ing the meeting stressed the importance and
urgency for preparing and empowering chil-
dren with value added educational schemes.
P r e s i d e n t ,  D r  S r i k u m a r ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s
stressed the s ignif icance of  AGM, which
according to him is a golden opportunity for
members to raise their views and opinions
regarding organizational planning and func-
tioning. 

A detailed annual report briefing NAFO’s
socio-cultural and welfare activities conducted
during the year 2014/15, and an action plan for
the year 2015/16,was presented by Murali Nair,
which were subjected for open discussions. An
audited account statement of the same year,
including proposed budget for the year
2015/16, was then deliberated by Treasurer, TKV
Pradeepkumar.

Murali Nair, in his annual report specifically
mentioned about NAFO’s heroic decision of reg-
istering NAFO as a society in Kerala, which is a
continuation of further expansion and globaliza-
tion of NAFO. Advisory Board member, KG Nair,
clarified about the aims, prospects and vision
behind the planned establishment of NAFO
society. 

The AGM overwhelmingly and unanimously
endorsed the annual report, account statements
and the budget proposals. NAFO Advisory
Board member, Dr. PC Nair, in his felicitation
address reiterated the value and essence of tra-
ditional family bonding, and wholeheartedly
appreciated NAFO’s activities in this regard.
Vice-President, KC Gopakumar, while addressing
the gathering recapped the urgency and
requirement of more enthusiastic involvement
and participation by NAFO members in organi-
zational meetings and activities. 

Highlight of the AGM was distribution of
course certificates for students who successfully
completed the inaugural and first session of
NAFO Gurukulam - a value added character
building program - organized under the leader-
ship of NAFO Ladies Wing. Chief Coordinator,
Smitha Sashikumar, informed the meeting that
those children who attended this valuable pro-
gram exhibited tremendous progress and
changes in their character building and behav-
ioral attitudes, and underlined the demand for
continuing this unique venture. 

NAFO former President, Rajan Menon, NAFO
life member and LuLu Exchange country head,
KNS Das, KG Nair and Dr  P C Nair distributed
certificates, congratulated and blessed the chil-
dren. The meeting strongly echoed NAFO’s
pledge and sustained commitment towards
socio-cultural and economic empowerment of
the downtrodden section of the society, and
swore to promote friendship and harmony
between India and the State of Kuwait. Joint
Treasurer, Krishnan K Pillai, proposed vote of
thanks, and the AGM ended with a delicious din-
ner which was enjoyed by all. 

Venal thanima summer camp 2015
flagged off in Kabd with a total of 150
students categorized in the sub juniors,

juniors and seniors group. The ceremonial
lighting of the lamp was done by senior hard
core member Rose Kattukallil followed by the
welcome speech by venal thanima joint con-
vener Raju Zacharias and presidential address
by general convener DK Dileep. The camp
director Babuji Batheri  briefed on the mission
and theme of the camp and charioteer the

camp with his colleagues  Reghunadhan Nair,
Shaji   Varghese, Jacob Thomas,  Jacob
Varghese,  Prathapan, Maju Karipal, Sanish
George,  Sabu Peter,  Geo Joseph, Jojimon
Thomas, Suku John, Madhu Ravindran,  Sam
Chacko,  James Mathew, Joshi Daniel,  Usha
Dileep, Beena Paul, Mariam G John,  Preethji
Boby, Sherly Aji, Reeja Rana, Jancy Rajan, and
Subi Joshy. The youngest camper Raina
Kathreena Jacob took a selfie and kicked off
the camp.  

Melodies Nasik band, a percussion troupe celebrated their first anniversary of playing
the drums in Kuwait’s popular events, especially for sports events. The band led by
Jaison Melodies has a couple of double-headed drums.

NAFO holds 11th annual 
general body meeting

Venal thanima summer camp
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Sheikha Entisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Chairperson of the Dar Lulua Productions, announced that ‘Habeeb Al-Ardh’ (land’s loved one), a biography about Kuwaiti poet Fayeq
Abduljaleel who died during the 1990/91 Iraqi Invasion, will be aired on the first day of Eid Al-Fitr in theaters across Kuwait. The premier will coincide with the 25th anniversary of the
Iraqi Invasion. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced the completion of its Baskin Robbins roadshow that kicked off at the Bank’s Head Office on 2nd June, 2015.  ABK customers and staff were treat-
ed to free scoops of Baskin Robbins’ ice cream, an initiative well enjoyed by everyone. The roadshow included all ABK’s 31 branches across Kuwait finishing at the recently opened ABK
branch in Sabahiya. The Bank has a number of summer campaigns lined up for customers to benefit from and enjoy.  For more information on Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) please visit

www.eahli.com, or contact an ABK representative via ‘Ahli Chat’ or a customer service agent via ‘AhlanAhli’ at 1899899. 

ABK concludes Baskin Robbins roadshow 
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JOHANNESBURG: A South African man who
received the world’s first successful penis
transplant is to become a father just months
after undergoing surgery, his doctor said yes-
terday. Urologist Andre van der Merwe, who
led the team that performed the operation
said that the 21-year-old’s girlfriend was
pregnant. “He said that she is about four
months pregnant. They are very happy with
it and we also very happy,” said Van der
Merwe, who is based at Stellenbosch
University. “We are happy that there were no
complications and his penis is functioning
well,” he said. There was nothing preventing
the patient from having children because his

testicles, where sperm is produced, were not
affected. Van der Merwe has previously
admitted surprise at the speed of the man’s
recovery of sexual function however, saying
the original goal was that “he would be fully
functional at two years”. The man, whose
identity has not been revealed, received his
new penis from an organ donor in a nine-
hour operation on December 11 at
Tygerberg Hospital in Cape Town.

His own penis had to be amputated three
years earlier after a botched traditional cir-
cumcision. The procedure, which often leads
to disastrous infections and complications, is
performed on boys and young men as a rite

of passage to adulthood in some rural parts
of South Africa.  “These young men don’t
have a penis so they have to sit to urinate, so
the first objective is to make them be able to
stand to urinate, like other men do,” Van der
Merwe said. “Secondly the objective is for
them to have normal sexual intercourse if
and when they want, so the second objec-
tive was met,” he added. “He’s got a normal
sensual penis. His sensation has recovered
100 percent at this stage, and he has got nor-
mal erections and he is sexually active.

“We can say that the third objective-to
conceive a baby, or for him to be able to con-
ceive with his partner-has (also) been met.”

Van der Merwe said he had not examined
the man’s partner but had no reason to dis-
believe that he had impregnated her as he
was a “stable young man” and had been in a
relationship with the woman for a number of
years. He said his team had been inundated
with requests from men who have had simi-
lar amputations but could not take everyone.
“Right now we have about nine people on
our program,” he said, pointing out that find-
ing penis donors would be one of the chal-
lenges, as with any other organ. “I don’t think
it would be easy but I believe people will
now come forward because of this positive
case,” he said.- AFP 

Man with transplanted sex organ to be a father

SEOUL: A wealthy man sneaks away for a tryst
that he suggests will “reduce friction” with his
wife. A woman in Seoul looks for a “side rela-
tionship” to a marriage that has lost its spark.
Both are using the Ashley Madison cheating
website, which is making a lucrative, controver-
sial splash in South Korea in the wake of a land-
mark ruling earlier this year that decriminalizes
adultery. So great is the interest here that com-
pany executives expect it to be a top-three mar-
ket globally for them in five years, after the
United States and Canada.

Executives say a large number of women are
signing up, taking advantage of increasing
access to disposable cash and the freedom to
do what men have always done. Not all is equal,
however: The consequences of getting caught
remain much greater for women here than they
are for men. Here’s a look at how the cheating
website’s debut shows hints of both change
and persistent sexism in this traditionally con-
servative country.

Strong beginning
Ashley Madison, which operates in 46

countries and has 36 million members,
launched here in April 2014, and within the
first two weeks more than 50,000 people had
signed up. Then South Korea shut down the
website, citing a six-decade-old anti-adultery
law. It was not a shocking move for a country
that bars people from viewing pornography
or reading rival North Korea’s propaganda-
filled media, but Ashley Madison sued. Then,
in February, a court separately struck down
the anti-adultery law.

The ban was lifted, and Ashley Madison
again took off. In its first two weeks after
reopening, more than 100,000 new members
signed up, generating $400,000 in revenue.
Ashley Madison is seen as the first company in
South Korea to aggressively promote itself as
a dating website for married people, though
other online dating websites and chatting
services have long been used as channels for
affairs or prostitution.  Among the surprises,
the company says, is that more women than
men under the age of 45, its most lucrative
group, have signed up. “Men have always had
affairs,” Paul Keable, a company spokesman,
said in an interview.  “The problem for women
is that the consequences have been much
graver. ... Women have a greater economic
level and independence than they had previ-
ously, so they’re able to access the thing
they’ve always wanted but could never do
before. That’s what you’re seeing in Korea.”

Add some spice
A 34-year-old Southeast Asian woman in

Seoul who has been married to a Korean man
for five years has had plenty of online conversa-
tions with Korean men on Ashley Madison but
has arranged only one meeting in person. The
woman has also been chatting with an
American with a Korean wife who lives in Hawaii
but makes regular visits to the country. She
refused to give her name because she said
exposure would mean divorce and losing her
two young children. The woman, who lives in
central Seoul, hasn’t cheated yet, she said,
because she hasn’t found the right person. “This
is the perfect way to see if he’s out there,” she
said. She wants “a side relationship within my
relationship.” She said things “are generally OK”
with her husband, but she craves more atten-
tion. “I don’t really want to change the situation
I’m in now; I just want to add some spice. I want
to have someone to whom I could retreat to for
a short time before I go back to reality.”

The repercussions
Successful men caught cheating usually suf-

fer no career setbacks and often stay married,

said Cho Kyungae, a senior counselor at the
Korea Legal Aid Center for Family Relations, an
independent, nonprofit group that has provid-
ed legal and marriage counseling for more than
150,000 couples or families. For a woman, how-
ever, the damage is “irreparable” - huge social
stigma that can include the loss of not only her
job but her family, Cho said. “Society’s view is:
‘How could someone’s wife dare to do that?
Isn’t she ashamed as a mother?’” Cho said.
Although the Korean media have been mildly
critical of Ashley Madison starting its business
here, adultery is increasingly talked about pub-
licly. For instance, a popular Korean soap opera
centers on an affair between a middle-aged
married woman and a younger man.

Min Hong-chul, a lawmaker for the New
Politics Alliance for Democracy party, recently
proposed in parliament to allow censors
greater leeway in blocking “harmful informa-
tion,” which could pave the way for stopping
Internet and other media - such as the Ashley
Madison site - that Min says are undermining
family values. The bill proposal will likely enjoy
strong conservative support but its prospects
are uncertain. — AP

Cheating website reveals
hints of societal change 

A controversial splash in South Korea

PARIS: People dressed in white sit in front of the Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel near the Tuileries Garden
during a flash mob-style dinner organized by a splinter group on the sidelines of the official “Diner en
Blanc” (‘Dinner in White’), held in the nearby gardens of the Palais-Royal. The “Diner en Blanc” is a chic
secret pop-up style picnic phenomenon originally started in France.—  AFP 

Uber game puts
iPhone users

behind the wheel
SAN FRANCISCO: Uber released a free game
Thursday that lets iPhone and iPad users test their
skills as drivers for the controversial on-demand car
ride service. UberDRIVE launched in the US in
Apple’s online iTunes shop. “UberDRIVE showcases
a day in the life of an Uber driver-partner,” the com-
pany said in an online post. “Players help riders get
from A to B and earn high scores for identifying the
safest and most efficient routes to their destina-
tions.” Game play involves tapping online maps to
pick routes, interact with intersections, and pin-
point landmarks. The only setting for the game at
launch was San Francisco, where Uber has its head-
quarters.  High scores will unlock new virtual cars
and more neighborhoods to explore, according to
Uber.

“UberDRIVE was designed as a fun and engag-
ing resource for our driver-partners to hone their
navigation skills if they choose to,” Uber said.  “It’s
also a great way for prospective drivers to experi-
ence firsthand what it’s like to drive with Uber.”
Links for applying to drive for Uber in the real world
are built into the game. Uber, which connects pas-
sengers to drivers through a smartphone app, has
expanded rapidly in recent years but has also faced
hurdles from regulators in many locations and
protests from traditional taxi services.— AFP 

PARIS: More than 13,000 people
turned out in Paris on Thursday for the
27th edition of ‘Diner en blanc’
(‘Dinner in white’) - a pop-up picnic
where attendees dress to the nines
entirely in white.  The diners were
armed with white tables and chairs,
and packed out public areas of the
Tuileries Garden and the Palais Royal,
locations that were made public at the
last minute in an event that has
become an international phenome-
non.  

The tradition dates back to an
event 26 years ago in Paris at which
organizers invited guests to all wear
white so they could be easily spotted
in a park. The event’s website
describes itself as “thousands of peo-
ple, dressed all in white, and conduct-
ing themselves with the greatest
decorum, elegance, and etiquette, all
meet for a mass ‘chic picnic’ in a public
space”. Attendees undertake to return
the area they eat in to its original state,
even collecting their own trash and
carting it off.— AFP 

Dinner in white: Thousands attend ‘chic picnic’ in Paris 
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SEOUL: South Korea has sealed off two
hospitals that treated people with a deadly
respiratory disease, officials said yesterday,
even as the outbreak that has been spread-
ing through health facilities could have
peaked. Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
has infected 126 people in South Korea and
killed 11 since it was first diagnosed just
over three weeks ago in a businessman
who had returned from a trip to the Middle
East. 

The outbreak is the largest outside
Saudi Arabia, where the disease was first
identified in humans in 2012, and has
stirred fears in Asia of a repeat of a 2002-03
scare when Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) killed about 800 people
worldwide. The 68-year-old man who
brought the virus back from the Middle
East visited several health centers for treat-
ment of a nagging cough and fever before
he was diagnosed, leaving a trail of infec-
tion in his wake.

The danger of the virus in hospitals had
led to two being sealed off with at least 133
people - patients and staff - inside. They
would be sealed off for at least the next 11
days, given the incubation period of the
virus, officials said. “No patients can get out
of their rooms,” said a city government offi-
cial in the capital, Seoul, who declined to be
identified. “Nurses in protective gear are
giving them food. No one can get in from
outside.” All but one of South Korea’s cases
have been confirmed as originating with
the businessman who travelled to the
Middle East and happening in health-care
centres, and the last one is likely to be con-
firmed as such too, the health ministry said.

Worst over?
MERS is caused by a coronavirus from

the same family as the one that caused
SARS. It is more deadly than SARS but does
not spread as easily, at least for now. There
is no cure or vaccine. World Health
Organization (WHO) experts are in South
Korea working with the government and a
delegation of Saudi Arabian health officials
is meeting authorities yesterday.

The health ministry reported four new
cases yesterday, the lowest daily increase in
11 days, raising hope the worst might be
over. The number of people in quarantine,
either at home or in medical facilities, also
declined for the first time, by 125 to 3,680,
the ministry said. The incubation period for
many people exposed to infected patients is
ending, which should mean a decline in

new cases, said infectious disease expert
Jacob Lee. “There may be a third wave from
hospitals that MERS patients had stayed at
but it won’t spread as much as it has,” Lee
said. 

The central bank cut interest rates on
Thursday in the hope of softening the blow
to an economy already beset by slack
demand and plunging visitor arrivals. Alarm
has spread throughout the region even
though only one case has been reported
outside South Korea in this outbreak, that of
a South Korean man who travelled to China
via Hong Kong after defying a suggestion
from health authorities that he stay in vol-
untary quarantine at home. South Korea’s
new cases bring the total number of MERS
cases globally to 1,275, based on WHO data,
with at least 450 related deaths.— Reuters

South Korea seals off 
two MERS hospitals

SEOUL: Smoke rises as disinfectant is sprayed as a precaution against the spread of
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) at a village in Seoul yesterday. —AP 

Crunch issues for
climate negotiators
BONN: The main areas of contention in UN climate talks: -The
goal - Most parties agree overall global warming must be limit-
ed to two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) over pre-
Industrial Revolution levels, though states that are most
exposed to climate change want a lower ceiling of 1.5 C. One
proposal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 40-70 per-
cent from 2010 levels by 2050 and near-zero emissions by
2100, as advised by UN climate scientists. Some parties want
deeper cuts, sooner, while others are against setting any
numerical targets in stone.

Who does what?
The issue that permeates everything, “differentiation” is

about apportioning responsibility between rich and develop-
ing nations for cutting carbon emissions. Developing nations
want rich economies, which have polluted for longer, to shoul-
der a bigger burden. Wealthy countries, in turn, point to the
rise of emerging giants like China and India as massive emitters
of carbon from burning fossil fuel to drive their growth.

Climate aid
Developing nations want commitments from rich countries

on financing and technical assistance to help them switch to
greener energy and adapt to climate impacts. They also want
wording on compensation for poor countries for loss and dam-
age incurred by climate change. Rich countries are loath to
take on binding long-term engagements in a fluctuating world
economy and are leery about compensation. In 2009, wealthy
economies promised to mobilize $100 billion (89 billion euros)
annually, from all sources, by 2020, and are under pressure to
detail how they will arrive at this goal.

Legal questions
Negotiators still have to settle important legal issues. Will

the Paris accord be a protocol that needs to be ratified by
national parliaments, or a mere political declaration?  To what
degree will a country’s emissions target be binding under
international law and failure subject to censure or penalties?
Will there be a mechanism for measuring, reporting and verify-
ing a country’s actions?— AFP 
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM 
THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (11/06/2015 TO 17/06/2015)

SHARQIA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 AM
PRESSURE 2:00 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:45 PM
PRESSURE 8:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
JURASSIC WORLD 12:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 5:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 7:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 10:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
SAN ANDREAS 12:30 PM
SURVIVOR 3:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 5:00 PM
SURVIVOR 7:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 9:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:00 PM
SURVIVOR 5:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
SURVIVOR 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-2
JURASSIC WORLD 1:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 3:30 PM
PRESSURE 6:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 8:00 PM
PRESSURE 10:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
JURASSIC WORLD 11:45 AM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 4:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 7:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 9:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:30 PM
BOYCHOIR 7:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 AM

FANAR-2
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 AM
SURVIVOR 2:00 PM
PRESSURE 4:15 PM
SURVIVOR 6:15 PM
PRESSURE 8:30 PM
PRESSURE 10:30 PM
SURVIVOR 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
SAN ANDREAS 12:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 2:15 PM
DIL DHADAKNE DO -Hindi 4:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 7:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 10:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
JURASSIC WORLD 12:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 5:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 7:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 10:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
PRESSURE 11:45 AM
JURASSIC WORLD 1:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 4:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 6:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 9:15 PM

JURASSIC WORLD 11:45 PM

MARINA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 AM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 2:00 PM
PRESSURE 4:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:15 PM
PRESSURE 8:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:30 PM
PRESSURE 12:45 AM

MARINA-2 Seats-285
JURASSIC WORLD 12:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 5:15 PM
SURVIVOR 7:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 9:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:15 AM

MARINA-3
JURASSIC WORLD 12:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 3:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 5:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 8:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 10:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 1:00 AM

AVENUES-1
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 1:15 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 3:15 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:15 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 7:15 PM
HAMARI ADHURI KAHANI- Hindi 9:15 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:15 AM

AVENUES-2
SAN ANDREAS 12:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 2:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 5:00 PM
PREMAM - Malayalam 7:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 1:00 AM

AVENUES-3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 2:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 4:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:15 PM

AVENUES-4
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 3:15 PM
NO FRI+SAT+SUN
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:45 PM
NO FRI+SAT+SUN
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 2:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 4:45 PM
Special Show  “SURVIVOR” 7:00 PM
Special Show  “ZANKET AL SITAT” 7:00 PM
Special Show  “DIL DHADAKNE DO” 7:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:15 PM
SURVIVOR 12:45 AM

AVENUES-5
JURASSIC WORLD 1:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 3:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 6:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 9:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:05 AM

360º 1
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 AM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 5:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 7:45 PM
Special Show  “JURASSIC WORLD” 7:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 10:30 PM
SURVIVOR 1:15 AM

360º- 2
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 12:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 2:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 6:30 PM

OUT OF THE DARK 8:30 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 10:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 1:00 AM

360º- 3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 AM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 2:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 4:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:00 PM
PRESSURE 1:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
JURASSIC WORLD 12:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 5:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 7:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 10:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.2
SURVIVOR 11:45 AM
SURVIVOR 1:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 3:45 PM
SURVIVOR 5:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 7:45 PM
SURVIVOR 9:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.3
PRESSURE 12:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 2:15 PM
PRESSURE 4:30 PM
PRESSURE 6:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 8:30 PM
PRESSURE 10:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.4
SAN ANDREAS 12:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-1
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 AM
JURASSIC WORLD 2:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 4:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD   -3D 7:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 9:30 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-2
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 AM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 1:45 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:00 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-3
SURVIVOR 11:30 AM
JURASSIC WORLD 1:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 4:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 6:30 PM
PRESSURE 8:45 PM
SURVIVOR 10:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 12:45 AM

PLAZA
JURASSIC WORLD 3:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:45 PM
PREMAM - Malayalam 7:45 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 10:45 PM

LAILA
JURASSIC WORLD 3:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 6:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
8:15 PM
Special Show  “Habib Al Arad” 7:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 10:30 PM

AJIAL.1
PREMAM - Malayalam 3:30 PM

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:13
Shorook 04:47
Duhr: 11:49
Asr: 15:22
Maghrib: 18:49
Isha: 20:18

TUITION

Tuition Available for IELTS
/TOEFL (5 to 7 lessons)
GMAT/SAT Literature for
University Students. IGCSE
(Preparation with Past
Papers). Spoken English for
the Arabs. For American,
English, Bilingual and Arab
Schools’ Students. 20 years
experience of teaching. Call
#66948099. (C 4997)
11-6-2015

THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY
FOR CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry about the
Civil ID card is

1889988



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 13/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
SYR 343 Damascus 01:00
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
IRA 3407 Mashhad 10:35
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
JZR 325 Al Najaf 11:20
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
SYR 341 Damascus 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25

GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 13/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
JZR 324 Al Najaf 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00

RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IRA 3406 Mashhad 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
SYR 342 Damascus 16:55
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n f o r m a t i o n
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015



ACROSS
The part of the nervous system of vertebrates that controls involuntary
actions of the smooth muscles and heart and glands.
4. American gurnard.
12. A bachelor's degree in naval science.
15. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to 10 liters.
16. A mountainous island in eastern Indonesia.
17. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
18. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
19. (trademark) A preparation of lindane that is used to kill lice and itch
mites.
21. A coastal area between La Spezia in Italy and Cannes in France.
24. Having facets.
26. Acting by absorption through the skin.
29. Block consisting of a thick piece of something.
32. Smelling of beer.
33. Be going to.
37. A sloping mass of rocks at the base of a cliff.
39. Administration of a nutritionally adequate solution through a catheter
into the vena cava.
40. Type genus of the family Unionidae.
41. (especially of promises or contracts) Having been violated or disregard-
ed.
46. A fatal disease of cattle that affects the central nervous system.
47. Any of various strong liquors distilled from the fermented sap of toddy
palms or from fermented molasses.
49. Ancient Hebrew unit of liquid measure = 1.5 gallons.
50. A United Nations agency to coordinate international health activities
and to help governments improve health services.
51. A piece of paper money (especially one issued by a central bank).
53. Enter into a list of prospective jurors.
55. Not subject to change or variation especially in behavior.
56. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agriculture and patron of scribes and
schools.
58. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
59. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
60. A period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a fixed
point or event.
63. A forbidding stronghold.
68. One of two official languages of Norway.
72. An Arabic speaking person who lives in Arabia or North Africa.
73. Having been read.
76. A percussion instrument consisting of a pair of hollow pieces of wood

CROSSWORD 932
or bone (usually held between the thumb and fingers) that are made to
click together (as by Spanish dancers) in rhythm with the dance.
77. Being one more than two.
80. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
81. A potent estrogen used in medicine and in feed for livestock and poul-
try.
82. Pig-sized tailless South American amphibious rodent with partly
webbed feet.
83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. The sixth month of the civil year.
2. Medium-sized tree having glossy lanceolate leaves.
3. Speaking a Slavic language.
4. A rare chronic progressive encephalitis caused by the measles virus and
occurring primarily in children and young adults.
5. A bivalent and trivalent metallic element of the rare earth group.
6. Perennial or biennial herb cultivated for its delicate usually blue flowers.
7. (used especially of commodities) In the natural unprocessed condition.
8. Be obliged to pay or repay.
9. A bell tower.
10. Muslims collectively and their civilization.
11. A hard malleable ductile silvery metallic element that is resistant to cor-
rosion.
12. Cry plaintively.
13. The central area of a church.
14. Any of a number of fishes of the family Carangidae.
20. A member of a South American Indian people in Peru who were for-
merly the ruling class of the Inca empire.
22. Spread or diffuse through.
23. (informal) `johnny' was applied as a nickname for Confederate soldiers
by the Federal soldiers in the American Civil War.
25. An alliance made up of states that had been Soviet Socialist Republics
in the Soviet Union prior to its dissolution in Dec 1991.
27. Anticonvulsant (trade name Depokene) used to prevent some kinds of
seizures.
28. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short wedge-shaped white tail.
30. East Indian tart yellow berrylike fruit.
31. Any unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon.
34. (Welsh myth) The other world.
35. Chinese tree cultivated especially in Philippines and India for its edible
fruit.
36. Spanish Catholic theologian and founder of the Society of Jesus.
38. A German machine gun.
42. A system of weights used for precious metals and gemstones.
43. An inhabitant of ancient Thebes.
44. Tall New Zealand timber tree.
45. A transuranic element that has not been found in nature.
48. A highly unstable radioactive element (the heaviest of the halogen
series).
52. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegeta-
bles.
54. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in favor of a person or cause).
57. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
61. Squash bugs.
62. Capital and largest city of the Czech Republic.
64. A member of an Iroquoian people formerly living on the south shore of
Lake Erie in northern Ohio and northwest Pennsylvania and western New
York.
65. A platform raised above the surrounding level to give prominence to
the person on it.
66. Genus of prickly shrubs and small trees of the Caribbean region.
67. A worker (especially in an office) hired on a temporary basis.
69. (Norse mythology) The primeval giant slain by Odin and his brothers
and from whose body they created the world.
70. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
71. God of love and erotic desire.
74. Black tropical American cuckoo.
75. A young woman making her debut into society.
78. 1,000,000,000 periods per second.
79. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes readily.
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ST PETERSBURG: Albert Pujols hit his 537th
home run Thursday night to move ahead of
Mickey Mantle into 16th place on the all-time
list and complete the scoring for the Los
Angeles Angels in a 6-2 victory over the
Tampa Bay Rays. Pujols’ 17th home run of the
season, which came in the ninth inning off
Preston Guilmet, was his 1,122nd extra-base
hit, tying Manny Ramirez for 14th place in that
category. The 35-year-old first baseman has
1,685 RBIs, one short of Ernie Banks who is
29th on the all-time list.  Mike Trout drove in
two runs with his 17th home run and a dou-
ble.  Trout, who had three straight hits, hit his
sixth homer in 11 games off Rays starter Alex
Colome for the Angels’ first run. Trout’s two-
out double off Brad Boxberger drove in
another run in the seventh after rookie Kyle
Kubitza’s single had given Los Angeles its first
lead of the game, 3-2. Garrett Richards (6-4)
pitched seven innings for the Angels, giving
up two runs and four hits while striking out
seven. Former Angel Kevin Jepsen (1-4) took
the loss after giving up all three runs in the
decisive seventh.

METS 5, GIANTS 4
Michael Cuddyer singled home the win-

ning run in the bottom of the ninth inning,
and New York beat San Francisco to prevent a
three-game sweep.  Curtis Granderson scored
twice and drove in a run to help the Mets win
on a 91-degree night when chants of “Let’s go
Giants!” rang out at Citi Field. Sergio Romo (0-
3) hit Granderson in the back on an 0-2 pitch
with one out in the ninth.  Granderson
advanced to second on Andrew Susac’s
passed ball  and third on Juan Lagares’
groundout before Lucas Duda was intention-
ally walked. Cuddyer, who had a go-ahead
double in the fifth, stroked a sharp single into
center field and raised his arm as he headed
for first base, just ahead of the swarm of
teammates that chased him down to cele-
brate. Jeurys Familia (2-0) pitched a scoreless
inning for the win.

BREWERS 6, NATIONALS 5
Scooter Gennett drove in the go-ahead run

with a two-out single in the bottom of the
eighth, capping Milwaukee’s rally from a four-
run deficit for a win over Washington.
Gennett’s bouncer trickled just inside the
third-base bag and into left to drive home
Shane Peterson from third. A throwing error
by second baseman Anthony Rendon that
allowed Peterson to reach two batters earlier
proved costly for reliever Aaron Barrett (3-2).
Gennett smiled when he reached first. It was
his first game back in the majors since being
sent down to Triple-A for 17 games to work
on his swing. Will Smith (2-0) pitched a score-
less top of the eighth - ending that inning by
picking off Bryce Harper - for the win in his
first appearance since returning from a six-
game suspension for being caught with for-
eign substance on his arm.

PADRES 6, BRAVES 4, 11 INNINGS
Yangervis Solarte hit a two-run single in

the 11th inning, and San Diego beat Atlanta
following a benches-clearing incident and the
ejection of manager Bud Black.  Players left
dugouts in the first after Julio Teheran hit
Matt Kemp with a 90 mph fastball. No punch-
es were thrown and no one was ejected. Black
was tossed in the seventh for arguing with
umpires Jordan Baker and Jerry Meals.  Craig
Kimbrel, facing his former team for the sec-
ond time in the series, earned his 15th save in
16 chances with a perfect 11th that included
Andrelton Simmons’ groundout and strike-
outs by Christian Bethancourt and pinch-hit-

ter. Atlanta’s struggling bullpen, which began
the day with a major league-worst 4.75 ERA,
combined with Bethancourt to blow a 4-1
lead during San Diego’s three-run eighth.

ORIOLES 6, RED SOX 5
Adam Jones hit the first of Baltimore’s

three home runs off Wade Miley, and the
Orioles beat the Boston for its first sweep of
the season.  Nolan Reimold and Manny
Machado also homered for the Orioles, who
squeezed out a pair of one-run victories dur-

ing the three-game series. Baltimore has won
a season-high four in a row and six of seven.
Miley (5-6) allowed five runs and nine hits
over four innings. After finishing the fourth,
the left-hander engaged in a heated
exchange with manager John Farrell in the
dugout. Still screaming, Miley walked into the
tunnel with Farrell in pursuit. David Ortiz hit
his seventh home run and Pablo Sandoval
had two RBIs for Boston. The defeat left the
Red Sox seven games under .500 (27-34),
matching their low point of the season.  Chris

Tillman (4-7) gave up four runs in 5 2-3
innings to improve his career record against
Boston to 9-3.

INDIANS 6, MARINERS 0
Giovanny Urshela hit his first major league

home run, Shaun Marcum and his bullpen
combined on a two-hitter and Cleveland beat
Seattle. A 23-year-old from Colombia who
made his big league debut Tuesday, Urshela
grounded an RBI single past shortstop Brad
Miller in a four-run third, the first batter after
Tom Wilhelmsen relieved JA Happ (3-2).
Cleveland saved the ball for Urshela, who
then hit a solo homer off Vidal Nuno in the
sixth. That ball just cleared the 19-foot fence
in left and rebounded onto the field, provid-
ing a second memento for Urshela, who
smiled widely as he slapped hands with team-
mates in the dugout.  Urshela is 2 for 8 with
three RBIs. He was called up from Triple-A
Columbus when third baseman Lonnie
Chisenhall was sent down.

ATHLETICS 7, RANGERS 0
Scott Kazmir allowed one hit in eight

innings to end a nine-start winless streak and
lead Oakland Athletics over Texas. Kazmir (3-
4) retired 13 of his first 14 batters around a
second-inning walk by Adam Rosales and did-
n’t allow a hit until Elvis Andrus’ one-out sin-
gle to center in the fifth.  Texas’ only other
runner was Prince Fielder, who walked lead-
ing off the seventh.  Kazmir struck out six and
threw 105 pitches. Evan Scribner needed nine
pitches in a perfect ninth that completed the
one-hitter.  Kazmir defeated Texas and
Houston in his first two starts of the season
but had been 0-4 in nine outings since beat-
ing the Astros on April 13, although he had a
3.78 ERA in that stretch.

CUBS 6, REDS 3
Miguel Montero and Dexter Fowler each

homered, and Chicago Cubs ended banged-
up Cincinnati’s four-game winning streak.
With the rebuilt right-field bleachers in use for
the first time this season, the Cubs won for
the fourth time in five games. Montero’s
three-run homer in the first off Michael
Lorenzen (1-2) gave Chicago an early lead,
and Fowler’s third-inning drive put the Cubs
in front 4-2. Kris Bryant added an RBI double
in the fifth for the Cubs, who overcame a
rough night from their starting pitcher.
Tsuyoshi Wada was coming off his worst start
with the Cubs when he allowed five runs in 3
2-3 innings on June 5 in Washington, and he
wasn’t much better Thursday. He allowed
three runs and four hits in three-plus innings
before being replaced by Travis Wood (3-2)
following Chris Dominguez’s home run to
begin the fourth.

MARLINS 6, ROCKIES 0
Giancarlo Stanton drove in four runs with

his 22nd homer and a 40-foot single, and
Miami broke a three-game losing streak by
beating Colorado. David Phelps (3-3), rocked
by the Rockies at Coors Field last week,
pitched a career-high eight innings, allowing
four hits. Chris Rusin (2-1), who beat Phelps
last week, gave up 11 hits and six runs in 5 1-3
innings. Stanton came into the game leading
the majors in home runs and RBIs, and he
pulled a liner into the Rockies bullpen for a
three-run homer in the first inning. It was only
his second homer this year with more than
one runner on base. Stanton drove in another
run in the second with two-out swinging bunt
that rolled to a stop on the foul line. He has 13
homers and 41 RBIs in 35 career games
against Colorado. —AP

Angels fly over Tampa Bay Rays

MILWAUKEE: Danny Espinosa No 8 of the Washington Nationals makes the throw
to first base to retire Aramis Ramirez of the Milwaukee Brewers during the fourth
inning at Miller Park on June 11, 2015 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. —AFP
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RYE: South Korea’s unheralded Jenny Shin upstaged the biggest names in
the women’s game as she eagled the par-five 15th on the way to a one-shot
lead in the opening round of the KPMG Women’s PGA Championship on
Thursday. Shin, who has recorded just two top-10s on the LPGA Tour this
season, fired a flawless seven-under 66 to vault to the top of the leaderboard
on a hot, humid day at Westchester Country Club. 

Canadian teen Brooke Henderson, playing in the season’s second major
on a sponsor’s exemption, also got to seven under but bogeyed her final
hole, the par-five ninth, to open with a 67. Australian veteran Karrie Webb, a
seven-time major winner, was a further stroke back after carding a six-birdie
68, level with England’s Charley Hull and Thailand’s Moriya Jutanugarn. “I
was chasing the leaderboard all day and I was surprised that Webby was at
six (under) at one point and I thought, how is she shooting six-under par,”
Shin told reporters after a bogey-free round that also included five birdies.

“I got there and I was like, ‘Maybe I can get one more on the 18th hole?’
And I did. “I’ve been playing okay, and I feel like I have my first win coming
up. It’s a major, I want to play well.” Long-hitting Brittany Lincicome, winner
of the year’s first major, the ANA Inspiration, had set the pace with 10 others
earlier in the day by shooting a 70 in the morning wave. Lincicome said she
had hoped to be able to take advantage of the five par-fives with her length
off the tee on the classic, tree-lined course that has hosted more than 40
PGA Tour events. “See my eyes light up?” the 29-year-old American told
reporters with a smile. “Super excited.”

Seventy was also posted by twice major winner Cristie Kerr, world num-
ber four Kim Hyo-joo of South Korea, 11th-ranked Lexi Thompson,
Germany’s Sandra Gal and Jessica Korda, who birdied 17 and 18 to join the
party. Two-time defending champion Park In-bee of South Korea launched
her title defense with a 71 while New Zealand’s world number one Lydia Ko
closed with birdies on the last two holes to register a 72. “I was making some
crucial putts and if they didn’t go in, I know my score would have been
much worse,” said the 18-year-old Ko. —Reuters

Spieth has ace up his 
sleeve for US Open   

TACOMA: World No 1 Rory McIlroy will be chasing his
second US Open title in five years next week, but
standing in his way is Masters champ Jordan Spieth,
who believes he has an edge over his rivals. The 115th
US Open begins Thursday at the links-style Chambers
Bay Golf Club which is hosting its first major champi-
onship so few of the players can say they have spent
considerable time on the course.

And that goes for world number two Spieth, who
claimed the first Grand Slam of the season when he
won The Masters in April. While Chambers Bay will be a
mystery to all but a handful of the players, Spieth does
have an ace up his sleeve-his caddie, Michael Greller,
worked at Chambers Bay before carrying Spieth’s bag
on the PGA Tour. “Michael told me some shots that I
needed to get ready for Chambers,” said Spieth, who
played the course once before at the US Amateur in
2012. “He walked it a couple of times a few weeks ago.

“I need a shot I can trust from the runoff areas. The
greens are massive, so controlling your speed on these
longer putts, you are not going to be able to feed it
into a lot of these pins.” Spieth, 21, has played 16 PGA
Tour events this season and along with his two victo-
ries he has three runner-ups and nine top ten finishes.
“It is going to be a lot of speed control,” he said of
Chambers Bay. “It is going to be different short game
shots,  almost l ike you are playing an Open
Championship.” That might be music to the ears of
McIlroy as he is the reigning British Open champion
and is coming off a victory at the Wells Fargo event in
his last US outing in May. —AFP

ULAN BATOR: The slapping sound of collid-
ing flesh reverberates through a basement
in Mongolia’s capital, as Tsogt-Erdeniin
Mendsaikhan hones fighting skills in pursuit
of his dream-sumo wrestling in Japan. The
teenager is inspired by Hakuho, a Mongolian
grand champion, or “yokozuna”, who in
January broke a more than four decade-old
record when he won his 33rd Emperor’s
Cup, awarded to the champion of the bi-
monthly top tournament. The feat was
“absolutely amazing”, said Mendsaikhan,
clad in a black loincloth, or mawashi, at a
practice session at Ulan Bator’s sole amateur
sumo wrestling club.

“A Mongolian reached the peak of
Japanese sumo and raises it higher and
higher.” Kublai Khan’s attempts to subdue
Japan more than 700 years ago failed when
“divine winds”-or “kamikaze”-are said to
have scattered his ships, but over the past
quarter century a new invasion has seen
Mongolian wrestlers take over the country’s
proud national sport. No Japanese has won
a top division tournament for nine years,
and all three rikishi, or wrestlers, currently
ranked as yokozuna are Mongolian. The last
Japanese to hold the coveted title,
Takanohana, retired in 2003. 

Yokozuna must not only be adept at
slamming opponents out of the dohyo, the
mound of clay and sand that serves as a ring.
Sumo is heavily imbued with the values of
Japan’s indigenous Shinto religion and
yokozuna perform rituals in the ring and out,
including one for the New Year at Tokyo’s
Meiji Shrine, donning a sacred white rope,
clapping their hands and slapping their bare
feet onto the ground. When foreigners first
approached the sport’s pinnacle in the
1990s, conservative voices asked whether
they had sufficient understanding of the
country’s culture and manners-often

described as “hinkaku”, or dignity-to fulfil
that traditional role.

Such sentiments are heard less frequently
now, although Hakuho found himself at the
centre of controversy earlier this year for tak-
ing issue with a judge’s decision-a sumo no-
no. Still, Japanese schoolteacher Yuko
Asakawa said the Mongolians have helped to
revive sumo’s popularity. “Hakuho is per-
forming with quite a lot of dignity, very simi-
lar to Japanese,” she added. “Of course, as

Japan’s national sport it’s better if there are a
lot of Japanese,” she said outside the sport’s
premier venue in Tokyo, where the latest
tournament in May was again won by a
Mongolian.

‘Hungry spirit’   
Mongolians are not the only foreigners

active in sumo, with current rikishi from as
far afield as Bulgaria and Brazil, but except
for two-from Hawaii and American Samoa-
who became the first foreigners to reach

yokozuna in the 1990s, none have had the
success of the hulking heroes of the
Mongolian steppe. Sumo is said to date back
some two millennia in Japan, while there are
variants of traditional wrestling across Asia-a
similar activity is depicted in bas relief at
Angkor in Cambodia, and in tomb art of the
ancient Koguryo kingdom in what is now
the Korean peninsula and northeast China.
In Mongolia, the country’s traditional form of
wrestling-or “bokh”-is a revered national

sport, known as one of the “three manly
skills” along with archery and horsemanship.
It also carries a spiritual side, with grapplers
performing a pre- and post-match “eagle”
dance, flapping their arms in symbolic flight.

But the Mongolians’ dominance in Japan
has prompted soul-searching akin to English
self-doubt around their team’s perennial fail-
ure to win football’s World Cup. Retired
Japanese rikishi Shuhei Mainoumi published
a book last month titled “Why Can’t
Japanese Become Yokozuna?” He says the

youth of his country have grown soft in one
of the world’s richest societies and lost the
drive that Mongolians retain. Sumo win-
nings may be modest compared with other
professional sports, but can go far in
Mongolia’s smaller and still developing
economy, he adds. “Unlike Japanese, they
have a hungry spirit,” he wrote. 

‘Japan dream’
Some wrestlers have returned to Mongolia,

leveraging their Japan experience into promi-
nent careers outside the sport. Davaagiin
Batbayar, who competed as Kyokushuzan until
2006, went into politics, serving in parliament
before becoming a special adviser on Japan to
Prime Minister Chimediin Saikhanbileg. He
reckons there are currently about 25
Mongolian wrestlers, including Hakuho, that
he has sent to Japan. Still, he cautions that for
many post-sumo life can be tough. “They are
so respected in Japan and then come back to
being regular people in Mongolia,” he said.
“People will just say, ‘ah, so-and-so was a sumo
wrestler,’” he added, stressing they must work
hard and develop themselves beyond the
sport.

Mongolia’s first yokozuna Dolgorsurengiin
Dagvadorj, who wrestled as Asashoryu, won
25 championships and now concentrates on
business interests, including banking.  His
tumultuous career was cut short after outside-
the-ring scandals, though he stresses his time
in Japan left a lasting impression. Wrestlers are
exposed to values such as trust, honesty,
punctuality and diligence there, he told AFP.
“There are many things Mongolia can learn
from Japan.” He also stressed that sumo car-
ries aspirations for Mongolians as baseball
does for Japanese pitchers and sluggers pur-
suing their “American Dream” in the US Major
Leagues. “The ‘Japan Dream’ for Mongolian
boys is sumo. It’s the same.” —AFP

Heavyweight hopes for Mongolia’s would-be sumo stars

Shin seizes one-shot lead at Women PGA
Park launches title defense with a 71

ULAN BATOR: Teenage sumo wrestler Tsogt-Erdeniin Mendsaikhan
(left) and Ochirkhuu Usukhbayar take part in a training session at a
sports club in Mongolia’s capital. —AFP

HARRISON: Jenny Shin of South Korea plays her sec-
ond shot on the par 4, 11th hole during the second
round of the 2015 KPMG Women’s PGA Championship
on the West Course at Westchester Country Club yes-
terday in Harrison, New York. —AFP
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Ex-wrestler Dusty 
Rhodes dies at 69

NEW YORK: WWE says Virgil Runnels,
a former professional wrestler known
by his fans as Dusty Rhodes, has died.
He was 69. The company said Runnels
died Thursday, but a spokesman
declined to say where or how, saying
the family had not authorized the
release of that information. Runnels,
who also went by the nickname “The
American Dream,” was a member of
the WWE Hall of Fame, and held the
NWA championship three times. 

He became famous during the
height of wrestling’s popularity in the
1970s and 1980s, appearing in signa-
ture yellow polka dot tights with his
sidekick “valet” Sapphire. In a state-
ment, WWE offered condolences to
Runnels family, calling him “a caring
husband and a creative visionary who
helped shape the landscape of WWE
long after his in-ring career had end-
ed.” Runnels remained a fixture with
WWE after retiring from the ring and was working at WWE’s
Performance Center in Orlando, Florida.

Throughout his several decades in the ring, the Austin, Texas,
native endeared himself to fans as an everyman with a less than stellar
physique, but a gregarious gift of gab behind a microphone. Runnels
was also the father of two other famous WWE wrestlers: Dustin
Runnels, better known as Goldust, and Cody Runnels, who wrestles
under the name Stardust. Jim Ross, a longtime WWE broadcaster,
worked alongside Runnels for several years after his in-ring career had
ended. He spoke slowly Thursday afternoon in a phone interview as
he described being “heartbroken” about losing what he said was “a
broadcast partner, colleague and mentor.” “He was arguably the most
charismatic performer of all time,” Ross said. “His amazing unique ver-
bal styling will never be duplicated or exceeded. He was exactly what
he portrayed on TV: A blue-collar, common man, who rose from being
son of farmer to being a part of American pop culture, whose memory
will live forever. Therefore, for many he was truly the American
dream.” Several other past and present WWE wrestlers and personali-
ties took to social media to express their thoughts. Ric Flair, one of
Runnels’ rivals in the ring, also called Runnels a mentor. “Much love to
your family and more respect than can ever be measured. Love you
Dream,” read a post on Flair’s official Twitter account. That was echoed
by Paul Levesque, who wrestled under the name Triple H and current-
ly serves at an executive vice president with WWE. 

“Saddened to hear the passing of Dusty Rhodes,” he tweeted.
“Legend, teacher, mentor, friend...Love you Dream.” On his Twitter
page, wrestling broadcaster Gene Okerlund called Runnels “One of
the best ever.” Ross said today’s generation of wrestlers owe a lot to
Runnels. “Hopefully today’s performers will understand how commit-
ted he was to his craft, how much he was in love with wrestling busi-
ness and how much he as a natural extension of himself,” Ross said.  “If
they are paying attention that is what they’ll do... No matter what you
do -wrestlers or anybody else - you have to commit yourself to always
be yourself. Dusty was always himself.”— AP 

NEW YORK: Usain Bolt says he is not yet ready for a duel
with Justin Gatlin but is looking forward to silencing the
confident American in a Beijing sprint “explosion” at the
world championships in August. While the Jamaican has
eased into the season after an injury-disrupted 2014,
Gatlin has set the fastest times of the year in both sprints
and declared himself the “man to beat”. “Gatlin has been
doing a lot of talking, saying a lot of things,” Bolt told
Reuters with a chuckle in an interview on Thursday ahead
of the adidas Grand Prix at Randall’s Island. 

“He’s proved he’s running fast times and he’s ready. So
it should be exciting going into the world championship.
“I look forward to competing when people talk ... because
if you don’t back it up you look really stupid.” Gatlin, who
has served two doping bans, last month ran the fastest
100 metres of 2015 (9.74 seconds) in Doha and a season-
leading 19.68 in the 200 in Eugene 15 days later. Bolt,
who retains the world record in both events (9.58 and
19.19), is running only the 200 on Saturday as he contin-

ues to frustrate track fans eager to see how he would
measure up on the track against Gatlin.

The Jamaican, looking slender in a black suit and dark
blue shirt outside a reception at Nasdaq headquarters,
said his race selection was nothing to do with fear of any
other athlete. “Afraid? When people say that, I laugh. I’ve
been in the sport for years and I’ve never dodged any-
body. When it matters, I’ve always showed up and shown
that I’m the best,” Bolt said. “Fact is, I’m not in the best of
shape and I’m not going to put myself out there if I know
I’m just coming back and I need time to get back to
where I need to be. “When I get to Beijing I’ll be ready to
go and that’s when the showdown will be.” Bolt said the
suspense of how the sprinters shaped up against one
another could help build interest in the world champi-
onships.

“People can look forward to the championship. What’s
going to happen?” he said. “Justin is running good, Tyson
(Gay) is running good, Asafa (Powell) is running good,

Usain is running good. “So when we come to the champi-
onship, it’s going to be like an explosion.” Bolt is return-
ing to race in New York for the first time since setting his
first jaw-dropping 100 meters world record at the meet in
2008, presaging his spectacular sprint double at the
Beijing Olympics later that year. “That night was exciting.
It was a big showdown between me and Tyson at the
time,” he recounted. “There was a thunderstorm. There
were stops and starts ... a false start. 

“Just a weird night overall. But in the end it worked
out. It was amazing. “For me, that was when it really start-
ed. That’s when I really blew up. People really took note.
Everybody around the world started to watch. For me, it
was a game changer.” Bolt said his return to New York
seven years later as the established king of sprinting pro-
vided a different script. “I’m just trying to get to the world
championships, defend my titles, stay injury free and then
go on to the Olympics and just continue writing my name
in stone of greatness,” he said.— Reuters

Fearless Bolt to silence Gatlin in Beijing

SAN FRANCISCO: Earlier this season, the
grounds crew that watches over the lush
green playing field where the San Francisco
Giants play tried something new: They cut
back on overnight watering. Then, the
ground felt a little bit hard to the World
Series champions. Players could be more
prone to injury without some give in the
grass. Time to turn the water back on. All
around California, ballparks are trying to
come up with ways to conserve water as the
state faces a historic drought. Cities and
towns and even agricultural areas in the
farming-rich state have been told to cut back
on water. Sports venues are finding it’s taking
some creativity and a lot of experimentation
to find ways to do their part.

“That’s a good thing, it is. It’s a serious
drought,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said
of the conservation efforts. “It’s tough to not
have the proper amount of water on the ball
field. Some of these balls, as hard as they’re
hit, it gets dangerous and puts the infielders
at risk.” Keeping the AT&T Park field soft with
minimal watering is a tough balance and
constant work in-progress for head
groundskeeper Greg Elliott and the Giants

staff that takes prides in a pristine and
playable surface.

Elliott hasn’t watered his lawn at home in
three years. The grass at his office, though,
requires daily attention to host 81 regular-
season home games each year plus regular
playoffs. He has spent years developing cre-
ative ways of maintaining the field while
using less water - much less.  “I have the
worst lawn in the neighborhood,” Elliott said
recently while sitting in the Giants’ dugout.
“That’s my lawn, and I run this lawn.” Off the
field, the Giants are pressure-washing the
green seats every other game. Sticky soda
spills, gooey nacho cheese or stray garlic fries
might be staying put a little longer in the
stands these days. Team officials are even
considering asking fans to clean up their own
food and beverage messes.

A couple of hours before first pitch, mem-
bers of the cleaning crew walk through the
stands with spray bottles and hand towels to
touch up and wipe down the seats where
needed. Later, the video board implores: “BE
A TEAM PLAYER, HELP THE GIANTS CON-
SERVE WATER!” That is followed by an
announcement about keeping the ballpark

tidy to reduce postgame cleansing.  Across
the bay, the Oakland Coliseum sits 22 feet
below sea level and thus requires less water
because the field holds the moisture better. 

The A’s also find ways to cut down water
usage by not spraying down the stands as
regularly while still keeping the facility sani-
tary.  “We try not to use any water on the
infield dirt while the team’s on the road,”
head groundskeeper Clay Wood said. “As a
common practice we try to conserve as
much as we can. We have for the last five or
six years since we started this drought. We
have to find that balance.” At new $1.3 billion
Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, where the San
Francisco 49ers play, recycled water is used
for the plumbing system and to irrigate grass
among other things - accounting for about
85 percent of total water usage. 

Synthetic turf was recently installed
around high-traffic areas at the outer edges
of the field to replace grass. At Petco Park, the
Padres say they conserved approximately
288,000 gallons of water during the offsea-
son by not maintaining the playing field
grass and they expect similar savings next
offseason.  — AP 

Sticky seats? California 
ballparks get creative 

NEW YORK: In this file pho-
to, WWE wrestler Dusty
Rhodes, whose real name
is Virgil Runnels, poses at
the Joe Torre Safe at Home
Foundations 12th Annual
Gala in New York. — AP LOS ANGELES: San Francisco Giants lead groundskeeper Greg Elliott (left) waters the infield prior to the baseball game

between the Giants and the Los Angeles Dodgers in San Francisco. California’s severe drought is affecting how baseball teams
operate from Northern California down to San Diego, where the Padres have taken several measures to save water. — AP 
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Shooting Sports Club
Board of Directors

meet on Sunday
KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting
Sports Club (KSSC) Board of
Directors called for a
General Assembly meeting
tomorrow at Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Olympic Shooting Complex
at 8:30 pm. The meeting is
scheduled to discuss the
board’s report for the fiscal
year ending by 31/3/2015.
KSSC Secretary General said
this year’s meeting comes
on the heels of outstanding
local, regional, Asian and
international achievements
by Kuwait shooters during
which they maintained Kuwait’s prominent presence. Al-
Osaimi lauded the organization of HH the Amir Fourth
International Grand Prix in January, in which 59 countries
participated. He also thanked members of the General
Assembly, and the Public Authority for Youth and Sports
for their support.

B A K U : Azerbai jan has  spared no
expense in  staging the inaugural
European Games, which got underway
yesterday with a lavish opening cere-
mony, but the event has also turned
the spotl ight  on i ts  human r ights
record. The energy-rich nation on the
Caspian Sea has spent more than a bil-
lion dollars to stage its biggest sports
extravaganza to date, according to
officials,  building several  dazzling
venues from scratch for the 16-day
competition. The Games, featuring
about 6,000 athletes from 50 nations,
have however failed to attract the
biggest track and field athletes and
swimmers .  Instead,  lower-ranked
competitors will take part in two of
the most  popular  sports  in  the
Olympic world.

Officials have said some 35 heads
of state, including Russian President
Vladimir Putin, will be at the ceremo-
ny at the brand new Olympic Stadium,
which will host just two days of com-
petitions in total. But money is obvi-
ously no object for the Azeri govern-
ment and its president Ilham Aliyev,
eager to lay the foundations for a
highly  l ike ly  Olympics  b id  in  the
future. Organizers hope Friday’s open-
ing ceremony, deploying some 2,000
participants, will mark the beginning
of  a  successful  event  that  wi l l
strengthen the country’s position in
the international sports world, just as
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates
have done before  them in  recent
years.

But the government,  which has
banned officials from human rights
organizations as well as some media
from entering the country, has faced
accusat ions  of  consistent  human
rights violations since it was awarded
the Games in 2012. The New York-
based Human Rights Watch said the
build-up to the event had seen the

worst crackdown in Azerbaijan in the
post-Soviet  era .  The government
rejected claims of a systematic cam-
paign against  dissidents,  blaming
“western circles” for fanning the issue.

But the accusations are unlikely to
go away any time soon in a country
ruled by the Aliyev family since 1993.
Khadija Ismayilova, a jailed journalist,
said in letter to the New York Times
on Friday that political prisoners had
been targeted “for telling the truth
about the situation in my country”.
“Do not  let  the  government  of

Azerbaijan distract your attention
from i ts  record of  corrupt ion and
abuse. Keep fighting for human rights,
for  those who are  s i lenced,”  she
wrote. Some European politicians as
well as athletes have publicly spoken
out  against  the event ,  say ing the
country  should never  have been
awarded the games in the first place.

European Olympic  Committees
Pres ident  Patr ick  Hickey ,  whose
organization picked Azerbaijans as
host of their newly created event, said
his was not a political organization. 

“There’s one thing we cannot do
and that is to dictate to a sovereign
state how to run its affairs,” he said on
Thursday, the same day authorities
banned the Guardian newspaper’s
chief  sports correspondent,  Owen
Gibson, from travelling to Baku. But
with world soccer’s governing body
FIFA in turmoil over corruption allega-
tions for awarding the 2018 and 2022
World Cups to Russia and Qatar, criti-
cism of  the EOC for its  decision is
expected to continue throughout the
competition.‚— Reuters

Baku Games opens under shadow of crackdown

W E L L I N G T O N :  T h e  O t a g o
H i g h l a n d e r s  w i l l  h e a d  i n t o  t h e
Super Rugby playoffs brimful of
confidence after trouncing the low-
ly Auckland Blues 44-7 on a soggy
night at Eden Park yesterday. The
seven-try rout spoi led Al l  Black
h o o k e r  K e v e n  M e a l a m u ’ s  f i n a l
match for the Blues while lifting
the Highlanders to fourth on the
t a b l e .  T h e  W a i k a t o  C h i e f s  c a n
snatch back the spot with a big win
over the top-ranked Hurricanes,
who have already sewn up a home
semi-final in the playoffs and may
elect to rest a number of players. 

“I’m going to miss being along-
s ide these men.  Put  the results
aside,  they’re good men to play
with,” Mealamu said in a pitchside
i n t e r v i e w  a f t e r  c o m i n g  o f f  t h e
ground to a rousing ovation in the
s e c o n d  h a l f .  T h e  H i g h l a n d e r s
shared the tries around, with open-

side f lanker John Hardie,  inside
centre Shaun Treeby and blindside
flanker Elliot Dixon all crossing in
the first half to put their team up
20-0 at the break.

After a miserable season of only
three wins, the Blues appeared des-
t i n e d  t o  f i n i s h  t h e i r  c a m p a i g n
scoreless but replacement back
Matt McGahan finally crossed 13
minutes from the final hooter. By
t h a t  t i m e  t h e  H i g h l a n d e r s  h a d
already added another three tries
to winger Patrick Osborne, number
eight Dan Pryor and lock Joe Latta,
picking holes through the Blues
d e f e n s e  v i r t u a l l y  a t  w i l l .  T h e
Highlanders iced the cake with four
minutes left with a glorious team
t r y  c r e a t e d  b y  f l y h a l f  L i m a
Sopoaga, who delivered a perfectly
weighted kick to the left corner.
Winger  Patr ick  Osborne leaped
high to tap down the kick to rush-

ing fullback Ben Smith who gleeful-
l y  t o u c h e d  d o w n  f o r  t h e
Highlanders’ seventh.

Long-serving All Black Mealamu
retires from Super Rugby at the age
of 36 and after a record 175 match-
e s ,  h a v i n g  o u t s t r i p p e d  f o r m e r
Wal labies  lock Nathan Sharpe’s
record of 162 earlier this year. In
A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  b o t t o m - p l a c e d
Western Force ended their disap-
pointing season on a high with a
1 3 - 1 1  w i n  o v e r  t h e  R e b e l s  i n
M e l b o u r n e .  F o r c e  w i n g e r  L u k e
Morahan put the vis itors  ahead
with a try in the 66th minute. The
Rebels hit back seven minutes later
with a try from Telusa Veainu but
Mike Harris missed the conversion
t h e n  a  l a s t - m i n u t e  d r o p  g o a l
attempt. The Force finished last
with just three wins this season
while the Rebels came 10th after
registering seven wins.— Reuters

Highlanders storm into Rugby 
playoffs with Blues demolition 

BAKU: Artists perform during the Opening ceremony of the 2015 European Games at the Olympic Stadium in Baku yes-
terday. The European Games will run from June 12 to 28. — AFP 

Obaid Al-Osaimi
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SINGAPORE: Singapore’s Joseph Schooling said he was
happy to silence critics who dubbed him “foreign” after he
set out his store for the world championships with nine
SEA Games gold medals. Schooling once attracted heavy
fire in his home country as detractors assumed he was one
of the “foreign talent” used to bolster the tiny city-state’s
sporting stocks. Matters came to a head at last year’s Asian
Games, when his Singapore-born father recorded a video
message to hammer home that Joseph was a “true son” of
the country.

But sniping was replaced by adoration at the
Southeast Asian (SEA) Games in Singapore, where poster-
boy Schooling starred with some devastating performanc-
es in the pool. “Yeah it’s great, after all I am Singaporean
at heart and a 100 per cent Singaporean, no FT (foreign
talent) all that things and whatever,” he said. “So I am just

trying to do my best for myself and my country and I am
glad it turned out this way.” The Texas-based swimmer
speaks with an American accent rather than in the distinc-
tive Singaporean style, and is of Eurasian heritage. The
fact he is a third-generation Singaporean was lost on
some detractors after his compulsory military service was
controversially deferred until after the 2016 Olympics.

The tide turned last year, when Schooling announced
his talent by winning Commonwealth silver and
Singapore’s first Asian Games men’s swimming gold since
1982 in the 100m butterfly. When authorities were tipped
off that Schooling, after his Asiad events were over, had
left the athletes’ village for a night out, public opinion
leapt to his side. An official investigation into the incident
ended a month later when Schooling was let off with a
warning for going out without permission. Now, with

strong support and a hatful of medals secured in his home
country, Schooling is setting his sights on tougher targets:
the world championships, and the Olympics.

And if he has his way, the plain-speaking teenager
will drag the rest of the Singapore team along with him.
“It’s just a small stepping stone to what I am trying to
achieve. The SEA Games, I  know it ’s a big deal to
Singapore and stuff but I think a lot of the guys in the
team have to look past the SEA Games,” he said. “We are
on a different platform right now than where we were a
couple of years ago and we’re going to have to start
looking at Commonwealth Games, Asian Games and
then slowly worlds and ultimately the Olympics. “So I
think we’ve gone forward a couple of levels so I think
we should stop looking at the SEA Games as a bench-
mark.”— AFP 

Singapore learns to love ‘foreign’ Schooling

SINGAPORE: There’s young, and then there’s the
Yoongs. When it comes to competition, Hanifah
Yoong believes that if you’re good enough, you’re
old enough. And so Adam, Hanifah Yoong’s 7-
year-old son, made his Southeast Asian Games
debut in waterskiing this week. Adam entered the
wakeboard because his two older brothers - the
38-year-old ex-Formula One driver Alex Yoong
and 9-year-old Aiden - had already filled the spots
on the Malaysian men’s tricks team. Aaliyah
Yoong is a comparatively old hand, having won
her first Southeast Asian Games gold medal in
waterskiing at the age of 8 in 2011. The women’s
tricks title made her the youngest gold medalist in
games history. She won the title again on Friday.

The 11-year-old Aaliyah has ambitions to be
the best waterskier in the world. She’s ranked No 1
in the world for her age, and No. 5 among all
women’s waterskiers in the under-17s. She gave
Adam a big cuddle and some encouraging words
as he stood ready to take off on his wakeboard for
his first run in Singapore. “I’m really proud of him.
It’s his first time. I just hope he does well,” said
Aaliyah, who is competing across the weekend.
“I’ve participated once already, this is the second
(SEA Games). It’s still so exciting.”

The crowd gathered on the grassy banks of the
Bedok Reservoir saw a cute kid, in a big flotation
vest, enter the water, and gave Adam some rau-
cous encouragement. He got whistles and cheers
when the surfer dude-sounding announcer tried
to drum up louder support by telling the crowd
that Adam was nine. Then came the correction -
“Wow, Adam is actually seven.” After Adam’s run,
the Yoong family got together for a celebratory
chant, led by Aaliyah. It was the same song that
Adam said he had running through his head while
he competed, helping him keep time for his side
slides, 180s, and “roast beef” maneuvers. When he
felt really comfortable, he did a 360-degree turn
and pumped his right fist to let the boat driver
know to ramp up the speed. “I feel so proud of
myself,” said Adam, who will turn eight in
October. “It was fun.”

He really did make it look like fun. Then he
toweled off, did his interview, and went back to
doing more kid stuff - like climbing trees and
rolling down the embankments in front of the
team tents at the competition venue. He placed
fifth in the semifinals. Norzeela Sulaiman had nev-
er waterskied and couldn’t swim until she married
Hanifah Yoong. Now, with Aaliyah, Aiden, and
Adam always wanting to be on the water, she can
ski, she can drive a boat, and she can coach her
two young boys - using tips she’s picked up from
Aaliyah. Aiden earned bronze in Friday’s men’s
tricks final, finishing two spots ahead of Alex, who
fell twice during his routine.

“Sport is good for them. Helps with discipline,
confidence,” Norzeela said. “And they love it.”
Even when she’s injured and supposed to be rest-
ing, Aaliyah wants to be in the water or at the
training facility at the Marina Putrajaya. “Naturally,

she loves water. If we stop her from skiing, let’s say
for injury, she’s so hyper, she wants to be in the
water,” Norzeela said. “She’s a water baby since
she was six months. After skiing, she wants to go
swimming. I say, ‘In the lake, you already swim.
Why do you need to go to the pool?’” Aaliyah isn’t
inhibited by lofty goals, which include becoming
the world champion. Why aim so high? “It would

be really, really, really fun.”
Alex skied competitively in his teens in the

1990s, before the facilities in Malaysia closed
during an Asian financial crisis.  He later
embarked on an auto racing career that includ-
ed a Formula One stint with Minardi in 2001 and
2002. He’s back in waterskiing now, trying to
keep fit and encourage his much younger sib-

lings, children of his father’s second marriage.
His father, who was heavily involved in waterski-
ing in the 1990s, and was also running the Shah
Alam auto racing circuit, got back involved in
waterskiing about nine years ago in a bid to help
the Asian federation. “In 100 years of the sport,
there hasn’t been an Asian world champion in
waterskiing,” Hanifah said. — AP 

The Yoong ones; ex-F1 driver’s siblings skiing at SEA Games

SINGAPORE: Malaysia’s Aaliyah Yoong, 11, competes in the water ski women’s tricks final at the SEA Games in Singapore yesterday. — AP 

SINGAPORE: Indonesia are hopeful that a
Southeast Asian gold medal in the men’s football
tournament can bring together warring factions in
the country and end the long running row that has
resulted in a FIFA ban. The under-23 side square off
against gold medal favorites Thailand at
Singapore’s National Stadium today in the semi-
finals having knocked out the hosts in group play
on Thursday night. The tournament is the last
action Indonesia will see after FIFA suspended
them last month for government interference in
the local football association (PSSI) following a row
over which teams are eligible to compete in the
domestic league. Most of the SEA Games squad
have gone unpaid by their clubs after the suspen-
sion of the domestic league by the PSSI, but they
have impressed in Singapore.

The impasse was being used to motivate play-
ers, team officials said. “Even though we have our
problem in our country it’s not a problem for us,”

assistant manager Ferry Yuniarto Kono told
reporters yesterday. “For the players maybe they
have a bit of a dispute but we are aiming for the
gold medal in the SEA Games and hopefully we can
do our best. There are no political issues here. “The
motivation of our team, players official and sup-
porters, we are very strong so hopefully the govern-
ment will see that the spirit of the players is strong
despite the ban.” The men’s full national team were
scheduled to open their joint World Cup and Asian
Cup qualifying campaign on Thursday in Taiwan
but the ban meant they were kicked out.

SEA Games skipper Manahati Lestusen said he
and his team mates were trying to focus on playing
Thailand and a possible final against Myanmar or
Vietnam. “The players are very disappointed at the
ban,” he said through a translator. “But when we
enter the playing ground we try to forget.” That
hasn’t proved so easy, though. Many of them, and
the coaching staff, broke down in tears upon hear-

ing the national anthem ahead of their opener
against Myanmar last week. “I realized that this will
be the last time we will play an international until
the ban by FIFA is lifted,” head coach Aji Santoso
said after the 4-2 opening defeat. “How long that
will be is anybody’s guess. Two years, three years or
four years?”

Santosa said many of the players had wondered
what would happen to them after the Games end-
ed. Surprisingly, though, they have managed to put
aside those thoughts to beat Cambodia, Philippines
and Singapore and stay on track for a first football
gold at the biennial event since 1991. “We are fully
ready even with one day rest,” Muhammad Zein
Alhadad, also part of the under-23 coaching set up,
said yesterday. “Our team has their own fighting
spirit and maybe we can help the federation (PSSI)
and ministry have a resolution (by winning gold).
After the SEA Games they will have their own
match up.”— Reuters

Indonesia hope football gold can end bitter row back home
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LYON: Interpol yesterday pulled out of a multi-million-
euro deal with FIFA to promote “integrity” in sport, as the
corruption scandal engulfing the world’s football govern-
ing body left it increasingly isolated. The international
police organization announced it was suspending a 10-
year partnership deal with FIFA worth 20 million euros
($22 million) for its “Integrity in Sport program.” Interpol
boss Juergen Stock noted that partners in the program
“must share the fundamental values and principles of the
organization.”

FIFA has been in crisis since May after 14 people con-
nected to FIFA were charged as part of a US investigation
into alleged corruption. The scandal spectacularly
brought down FIFA boss Sepp Blatter and has also cast
doubt on the fairness of the bidding process for the 2018
and 2022 World Cups, to be staged in Russia and Qatar
respectively. FIFA hit back at Interpol, voicing disappoint-
ment at the decision to suspend the partnership agree-
ment, which it called a “success”. “Our cooperation over
the past four years has been a key part of addressing the
transnational problem of match fixing,” stressed FIFA. The
program itself was “unrelated” to the current crisis sur-
rounding the football body, FIFA added, calling for it to

resume as soon as possible and adding it was in contact
with Interpol to resolve the issue.

EU ‘perplexes’ FIFA
The “Integrity in Sport” drive has coordinated global

efforts to prevent match fixing and illegal gambling by
criminal groups. Interpol’s decision came a day after an
educational charity launched by football fan Pope Francis
said it  would no longer accept money from South
American football confederation CONMEBOL.Scholas
Occurrentes had been due to receive a $10,000 donation
from  CONMEBOL for every goal and penalty kick scored
during the Copa America, the South American champi-
onship which kicked off Thursday in Chile. Those indicted
in the US investigation include CONMEBOL executive
committee members Rafael Esquivel of Venezuela and
Jose Maria Marin of Brazil, as well as former federation
presidents Eugenio Figueredo of Uruguay and Nicolas
Leoz of Paraguay.

In another potential blow for CONMEBOL, Paraguay’s
Congress voted on Thursday to lift the immunity of its
headquarters. Under a special law, the confederation’s
building on the outskirts of Asuncion had enjoyed the

same immunity as foreign diplomatic missions since it
opened in 1997. And the scandal continues to end
careers, with the latest person to fall on his sword being
FIFA’s director of communications and public affairs
Walter De Gregorio, who resigned on Thursday. De
Gregorio reportedly stepped down after making a joke
about the crisis on Swiss TV. Meanwhile, Blatter dismissed
a European Parliament demand for him to quit immedi-
ately, with a FIFA spokesman saying he intended to con-
tinue in office until a successor was appointed, probably
by the end of the year.

European lawmakers overwhelmingly called for his
immediate resignation-a call FIFA said left it “perplexed”.
The net is closing in on the remaining suspects indicted
by the United States after Italian-Argentine businessman
Alejandro Burzaco handed himself in to police in Italy on
Tuesday. Brazilian businessman Jose Margulies remains at
large, along with father-and-son marketing executives
Hugo and Mariano Jinkis. The Jinkises, owners of sports
marketing company Full Play, have asked a federal court
to allow them to remain free and said they will not hand
themselves in until they have exhausted all legal options,
their lawyers said. —AFP 

Interpol suspends 20 million-euro deal with FIFA

SANTIAGO: Chile launched their quest for
Copa America glory with a 2-0 victory over
Ecuador as the South American football
showpiece kicked off  here Thursday.
Juventus star Arturo Vidal and Napoli ’s
Eduardo Vargas struck in the second half to
give the Chileans a winning start in Group A
as they chase a first Copa America crown in
99 years of trying. Vidal bounced back from
the disappointment of  last  week’s
Champions League final defeat to Barcelona
to bury a 67th-minute penalty before Vargas
sealed victory six minutes from time.

Roared on by a passionate home crowd in
Santiago, Chile began at a furious pace,
twice threatening in the opening minutes
after slicing Ecuador open. Arsenal star
Alexis Sanchez was the first to go close,
latching onto a through ball from Jorge
Valdivia before poking a low shot just wide
of the post beyond the advancing Alexander
Dominguez in the second minute.
Dominguez was pressed into action by
Sanchez again moments later, but the tall
goalkeeper judged the striker’s attempted
lob and gathered with ease.

After  surviving the early  onslaught,
Ecuador gave Chile a scare at the other end
on 18 minutes when Fidel Martinez pounced
on slack defending to draw a fine save from
Barcelona goalkeeper Claudio Bravo.
Ecuador continued to frustrate the home
side but Chile always looked the likeliest to
score, Sanchez again going close with a shot
that rolled just wide on 39 minutes. West
Ham striker Enner Valencia set alarm bells
ringing in the Chile defense shortly after
half-time but sidefooted wide after being
picked out by Swansea’s Jefferson Montero.

Yet Chile stepped up the pace, threaten-
ing through Vidal and Vargas before the
game’s turning point when Vidal burst into
the box and was tugged down by Miller
Bolanos. Argentine referee Nestor Pitana
pointed to the spot immediately and Vidal
stepped up to blast the spot kick high and
wide past Dominguez.  Valencia almost
grabbed an equalizer shortly afterwards
when his looping header crashed off the
crossbar but moments later Chile made the
game safe when Sanchez released to Vargas
who slid his shot beneath Dominguez for 2-
0. The only blackspot for Chile was a red a
card for Matias Fernandez in the closing
minutes for two cautions. —AFP

Chile down Ecuador to launch Copa with win

SANTIAGO: Chile’s Gary Medel (left) clears a ball beside Ecuador’s
Enner Valencia during a Copa America Group 1 soccer match at the
National Stadium in Santiago, Chile, Thursday, June 11, 2015. —AP

FIFA chief resists quit 
calls; top ally resigns

PARIS: FIFA president Sepp Blatter yesterday ruled out a European
Parliament demand for him to quit immediately, but one of his top
lieutenants did resign from the embattled organization. Blatter
resigned last week despite being re-elected as head of football’s
world governing body, which has been consumed by an ever-widen-
ing corruption probe, but intends to continue in office until a succes-
sor is designated, probably by the end of the year. “FIFA is perplexed
by the European Parliament’s resolution,” a FIFA spokesman said. “As
is well known, following his re-election, the FIFA president already
decided, owing to the special circumstances in which FIFA finds itself,
to lay down his mandate at an extraordinary elective congress.”

The European Parliament had called on Blatter to step down
immediately and allow for an interim leader to launch reforms in the
organization. In a show of hands, lawmakers overwhelmingly voted
for the resolution in Strasbourg, France. The FIFA spokesman added:
“The president is focused on ensuring that at this congress, which he
is demanding, imperative reforms are passed and a new president
elected.” The date for that congress will be set at an executive com-
mittee meeting in Zurich on July 20. Meanwhile, FIFA director of
communications and public affairs Walter De Gregorio resigned from
his position with immediate effect. 

His deputy has been named as an interim replacement. De
Gregorio, who FIFA said will continue to serve “on a consultancy
basis” until the end of the year, had been in the position since 2011
and was present when Blatter announced his resignation on June 2.
“Walter has worked incredibly hard for the past four years and we are
immensely grateful for all he has done. I am glad we will be able to
continue to draw on his expertise until the end of the year,” FIFA
Secretary General Jerome Valcke said in a statement. Some media
reports suggested that De Gregorio had fallen on his sword after
making a joke about the FIFA crisis on Swiss TV. De Gregorio report-
edly joked to an interviewer: “The FIFA president, Sepp Blatter, the
director of communications and the general secretary are all sitting in
a car-who is driving? The police.”

Argentines at large
Two Argentine businessmen wanted on US charges of bribing

FIFA officials, meanwhile, refused to surrender and demanded they
be allowed to remain free while they fight extradition. Father and son
marketing executives Hugo and Mariano Jinkis, who are currently in
Argentina, have asked a federal court to allow them to remain free
and will not hand themselves in unless they exhaust all legal options,
their lawyers said. The Jinkises, the owners of sports marketing com-
pany Full Play, are among the 14 football officials and marketing
executives indicted by the United States.

They are among the last suspects still at large, along with Brazilian
businessman Jose Margulies. Italian-Argentine businessman
Alejandro Burzaco handed himself in to police in Italy Tuesday and is
under house arrest. Football’s governing body has been in the grip of
a crisis since the end of May when 14 current or former FIFA officials
and sports marketing executives were charged following a wave of
arrests in Zurich as part of a US investigation into alleged corruption.
The scandal has also cast doubt on the fairness of the bidding
process for the 2018 and 2022 World Cups to be staged in Russia and
Qatar respectively. —AFP
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EDMONTON: China’s Lisi Wang (right) tries to hold off Netherlands’ defender Lieke Martens during the first
half of their Group A football match at the FIFA Women’s World Cup at Commonwealth Stadium in
Edmonton on June 11, 2015. —AFP

VANCOUVER: Wang Lisi’s late winner got China’s Women’s
World Cup campaign back on track Thursday as Germany
were held 1-1 by Norway and Canada played a goalless draw
against New Zealand. China’s Group A tie in Edmonton’s
Commonwealth Stadium looked to be heading for frustration
before Wang broke through to roll the ball past Sari Van
Veenendaal in the Dutch goal one minute into extra time. It
gave the ‘Steel Roses’ a vital three points after losing their
opening match to Canada, who had to settle for a goalless
draw against New Zealand.

Canada remain top of Group A with four points from two
games, ahead of China and the Netherlands, who have three.
New Zealand are bottom of the group with one point. “I think
they did an excellent job today. We could have scored more
and been more efficient,” said China coach Hao Wei. “In the
beginning I said Group A was very even, all teams are similar
in their strengths so I wish we could have scored more,” added
the Chinese coach. 

In Group B ties over in Ottawa, a second half Maren Mjelde
equalizer grabbed a 1-1 draw for Norway against top ranked
Germany in a clash of former champions. Anja Mittag had put
2003 and 2007 champions Germany ahead after just six min-
utes with her fourth goal following her hat-trick in their open-
ing 10-0 whipping of Ivory Coast. But midfielder Mjelde equal-
ized for 1995 winners Norway with a stunning free kick past
former world player of the year Nadine Angerer in the
Germany goal after 61 minutes.

Thailand make history
The Germans next play Thailand who came from a goal

down to keep their hopes of advancing alive with a 3-2 win
over fellow newcomers Ivory Coast. “We are very lucky,

because even though we had less attacking chances, we got
our first victory in our country’s history,” said Thailand coach
Nuengrutai Srathongvian. “We are honored to be playing the
best team in the world Germany in our next match and will do
our absolute best to win.”

Ivorian striker Ange Nguessan had given the African side
the lead after four minutes but Thailand hit back with three
unanswered goals. A double from Orathai Srimanee after 26
and 45+3 minutes, and a Thanatta Chawong effort on 75 saw
the Asian side bounce back from a 4-0 loss to Norway in their
opener. Josee Nahi got one back for the Ivory Coast two min-
utes from time, but it was too little for the African side with
just one game remaining. “It’s a sad night for us and for the
people of Ivory Coast,” said Clementine Toure of the the low-
est ranked side in the tournament at 67. Germany coach Silvia
Neid admitted her side had nearly paid heavily for letting their
guard down after dominating early against the 11th-ranked
Scandinavians.

“We just didn’t play as well in the second half - and then
Norway gained hope,” said Neid. The result leaves Germany
and Norway topping Group B with four points.  Thailand are
third with three points with Ivory Coast bottom with none.
“The end result was fair, but we were lucky - (Germany) could
have killed this game in the first half,” said Norway coach Even
Pellerud. In the final round of group games on Monday,
Germany play Thailand in Winnipeg and Norway take on the
Ivory Coast in Moncton. Champions Japan and the United
States played their second round matches yesterday. Japan
come up against Cameroon in Group C in Vancouver, with
group rivals Switzerland up against Ecuador. The United States
will play Sweden in Group D in Winnipeg, with Australia up
against African champions Nigeria.—AFP 

China snatch late win;
Germany, Canada held 

Women’s World Cup

Brazil, France eye 
last 16 at Women’s 

World Cup
VANCOUVER: Brazil and France will be eyeing the last 16 going into
today’s second round of group games at the Women’s World Cup. Brazil
started their campaign in style with star striker Marta claiming a record
15th World Cup goal in their 2-0 win over South Korea-a game in which
37-year-old team-mate Formiga became the oldest-ever goalscorer in
the tournament. Midfielder Formiga believes the Brazilians-runners-up
in 2007 - can go all the way this year and win the world title for the first
time. “We really believe we can do it this time,” Formiga told FIFA.com.  

“It’s my last World Cup and my dream is to take the trophy back to
Brazil at long last. “When you have a dream, you have to put everything
you have into making it happen.” Brazil are top of Group E with three
points and take on Spain in Montreal today. The Spanish, competing in
their first World Cup, were held 1-1 by Costa Rica in their opener. South
Korea, beaten by the Brazilians, play Costa Rica. Group F leaders France
play Colombia who drew with Mexico in their opener, while England
desperately search for their first points after losing 1-0 to France. 

France striker Elodie Thomas admitted the win over long-time
European rivals England was important for morale. “It was a very impor-
tant win,” said the Lyon forward. “We didn’t all have a good match but
there is always a little stress before the first game and now we’re on our
way. “These are three points that we’re very happy to have because
Colombia and Mexico aren’t bad teams. “They have good players techni-
cally and physically, they are teams who have progressed well. “Their
styles suit us better. They are teams who like to play, against whom we’ll
have more space.”

Mexico rematch
England take on Leonardo Cuellar’s Mexico in a rematch of their pre-

liminary round clash at the 2011 World Cup which ended in a 1-1 draw.
Nigerian-born English forward Eniola Aluko was heavily criticized for the
chances she missed during that game four years ago. But after 13 goals
in 10 World Cup qualifiers, the Chelsea striker now feels ready to prove
the doubters wrong.”In that game against Mexico I could have done
much better and finished the chances I had, but that’s only motivation
for me,” she said. “I think I definitely owe Mexico one. But I’m not think-
ing too much about the past.” A win would put England back in the run-
ning for a place in the last 16, with the top two teams in each group
advancing to the knock-out stages along with the four best third-place
finishers. The 28-year-old Aluko added: “I’ve got another opportunity. It’s
exciting. “I’ve scored a lot of goals for club and country and hopefully I
can do that at the World Cup. “I look forward, and if you’re excited about
doing well and wanting to perform, you’re going to be there or there-
abouts.”-—AFP

Optimist Barrow 
puts Gambia 

before Sweden
JOHANNESBURG: Swansea City winger Modou Barrow believes so
passionately in the potential of African football lightweights Gambia
that he turned down the possibility of playing with Swedish super-
star Zlatan Ibrahimovic. Born in west Africa 22 years ago and a resi-
dent of Sweden from 11, the English Premier League footballer had
options when it came to international allegiance. He chose the
Gambian Scorpions and the first indication as to whether he made a
wise decision comes Saturday in Durban, where they face South
Africa in a 2017 Africa Cup of Nations matchday 1 qualifier. Few out-
side Gambia give Barrow and his team any chance of shocking
Bafana Bafana (The Boys), who are ranked 91 places higher in the
world rankings.

But the Scorpions know South Africa have won only once in sev-
en outings this year and do not consider a home victory a foregone
conclusion. “Although Sweden have some great players like Zlatan, I
want to be part of a Gambian side that creates history,” explained
Barrow. “Our aims are to reach the finals of the Africa Cup of Nations
and the World Cup.” That is supreme optimism given that the tiny
coastal state surrounded by Senegal have never won an away Cup
of Nations match. Five draws and 14 losses and nine goals scored
and 35 conceded is hardly a record to trigger palpitations among
the South African squad.

But midfielder Mustapha Carayol from English second-tier club
Middlesbrough believes a new team under new Swiss coach Raoul
Savoy are capable of creating a more successful future. “Qualifying
from a group including South Africa and Cameroon is a major chal-
lenge, but not an insurmountable one,” he stressed. —AFP
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CLEVELAND: Tristan Thompson No 13 of the Cleveland Cavaliers dunks against the Golden State Warriors in the second half during Game Four of the 2015 NBA
Finals at Quicken Loans Arena on June 11, 2015. —AFP

CLEVELAND: The top-seeded Golden State Warriors
rediscovered their scoring touch and tied the NBA
Finals at 2-2 with a momentum-stealing 103-83 vic-
tory over the Cleveland Cavaliers on Thursday in
Game Four. NBA Most Valuable Player Stephen Curry,
and Andre Iguodala each had 22 points for Golden
State as the Warriors breathed new life into their title
hopes by avoiding their first three-game skid of the
season. “We controlled the tempo and rhythm of the
game,” said Warriors coach Steve Kerr. “It’s not just
about playing hard.  It’s about playing every single
possession like it’s your last. “And I thought tonight
our effort took a step up and that’s why we were able
to win.”

Cleveland’s Timofey Mozgov had a game-high 28
points while LeBron James, who went down hard in

the second quarter after slamming his head on a
camera, finished with 20 points on 7-of-22 shooting.
Game Five is scheduled for Sunday in Oakland. Like
the last two games, the Warriors stumbled out of the
gate, falling behind 7-0 in the first three minutes
before taking an early timeout to regroup. From
there, the Warriors found their rhythm. Curry helped
cut the deficit with a pair of three pointers and
Golden State closed the quarter with an impressive
14-4 run to build a 31-24 lead that set the tone the
rest of the way.

The Warriors, showing glimpses of the run-and-
gun offense that was absent for much of the last
two games, kept their foot on the gas during the
second quarter where they built a 15-point lead
with about four minutes to go before the break.

Cleveland then got a scare when James, the best
player of his generation, hit his head on a camera
along the baseline after a foul by Andrew Bogut
caused him to lose his balance. James, who suffered
a cut to his head on the play, stayed down for a
while as the home crowd went silent but remained
in the game.

“I was just trying to regain my composure, and I
was holding my head. It was hurting,” said James,
who missed three of his next four free throws after
the incident. “I was just hoping I wasn’t bleeding.
But obviously the camera cut me pretty bad.”
Iguodala made the most out of his first start of the
campaign with his best offensive performance of
the season along with eight rebounds and a solid
job defending James. Trailing by 12 to start the half,

Cleveland got to within three points when James
emphatically threw down an impressive alley-oop
dunk on a pass from Matthew Dellavedova to cap a
12-2 Cavs run with five minutes to play in the third.

But the Warriors, playing with a sense of desper-
ation, were never tested the rest of the way as they
cruised through the fourth quarter and had many
fans heading to the exits with five minutes left in the
game. The performance could not have come at a
better time for the Warriors as none of the 32 teams
who have fallen behind 3-1 in the NBA Finals have
come back to win the series. “Tonight we came in
with the mentality that, obviously, like we were say-
ing, we had to win this game,” Curry told reporters.
“It was about effort and consistent effort every pos-
session.” —Reuters

Warriors take command of NBA Finals
Iguodala brings winning spark for Warriors


