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SEOUL: Former FIFA vice president and powerbroker of Asian football Chung Moon-Joon of South Korea speaks to AFP
in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korean billionaire Chung
Mong-Joon pushed his candidacy for
the FIFA presidency in uncompromising
terms yesterday, calling Sepp Blatter a
corrupt “cannibal” and painting his main
election rival Michel Platini as an
untrustworthy stooge. A former FIFA
vice president and powerbroker of Asian
football, Chung described himself as a
candidate untainted by scandal and
with a global, non-Eurocentric vision to
take football’s governing body into a
new era. 

The bill ionaire scion of Korea’s
Hyundai group confirmed he would for-
mally announce his candidacy to replace
Blatter next week and also pledged that,
if elected, he would only serve a single,
four-year term. “During those four years
I hope I can fulfil my agenda, making
FIFA a true, sporting NGO-open, trans-
parent, moral, ethical and truly global,”
Chung told AFP during an interview in
Seoul. “I don’t want to be a FIFA presi-
dent who just enjoys the luxury of the
presidential office,” he added.  

The 63-year-old is among a shortlist
of declared and likely candidates that
includes the likes of UEFA president
Platini and Prince Ali bin al Hussein of
Jordan who ousted Chung from the FIFA
executive board in 2011.  Platini, who
confirmed his candidacy on Wednesday,
is currently seen as the front-runner and
is believed to have the backing of four
of FIFA’s six regional confederations.
Blatter decided to stand down shortly
after being re-elected as president in

June with scandal-hit FIFA’s reputation
in tatters. He announced last week that
the election of his successor would be
held on February 26, 2016.  Questions
for Platini-

Platini has positioned himself since
just prior to last year’s World Cup as one
of the most outspoken opponents to
Blatter’s regime, but Chung argued that
the Frenchman was fatally tainted by his
past associations with the president.
“Platini is good for football, but whether
he can be a good FIFA president?  I don’t
think so. He is a product of the current
FIFA system,” Chung said.  “There are
several questions we can have whether
Platini can symbolise a new era for FIFA
or whether he is simply a protege of
Blatter.  “I want to ask Michel whether
he really believes that he can cut off his
relationship with Blatter; whether he can
reveal all the wrongdoings, corruptions,
criminal acts committed by Blatter;
whether he can really disclose all those
things,” Chung said. 

The South Korean is likely to prove a
strong candidate as he retains enor-
mous influence within Asian football
and certainly has the financial clout to
run an effective campaign. And he is
quick to play up his past record of clash-
ing with Blatter.  In 2002, Chung was
one of a number of executive commit-
tee members who actively campaigned
against Blatter’s re-election, backing
African rival Issa Hayatou and accusing
the FIFA president of misusing funds.

Blatter the ‘cannibal’
“President Blatter is like a cannibal

eating his parents and then crying he’s
an orphan. He tries to blame everybody
except himself,” Chung said.  “If I get
elected... I’ll try to have more trans-
parency and development. I’ll try to
eliminate corruption,” he added. Swiss
authorities investigating FIFA are focus-
ing attention on the shock decision to
award the 2022 World Cup to Qatar-a
choice Platini voted for although he
insists he did not bow to pressure from
then French president Nicolas Sarkozy
and the Emir of Qatar.Asked if he would
consider taking the competition away
from Qatar if elected president, Chung
said it was too early to comment given
the absence of any “concrete evidence
of wrongdoing” by the emirate.

However, he did pledge to release, in
its entirety, the report FIFA commis-
sioned from former US district attorney
Michael Garcia into the bidding process-
es that awarded the 2018 and 2022
World Cup tournaments to Russia and
Qatar. Garcia submitted his findings in
September last year,  but FIFA has
repeatedly refused to publish the full
report. “It goes without saying that it
should be released,” Chung said.  “It’s a
serious criminal act,  trying to hide
important information from the public.
It is not a matter of discretion, it’s a mat-
ter of criminal behavior,” he added.
Candidates have until October 26 —
exactly four months before the vote-to
come forward.—AFP 

LONDON: Old rivalries will be renewed when Arsenal play
Chelsea in the Community Shield at Wembley on Sunday,
with the Gunners hoping to prove they are the real deal and
finally a match for the Premier League champions ahead of
the new season. Arsenal won the FA Cup for the second suc-
cessive year in May but finished third in the Premier League
last season, 12 points behind winners Chelsea.

Having signed Chelsea goalkeeper Petr Cech, who won
four Premier League titles and the Champions League during
11 years at Stamford Bridge, the Gunners should now possess
the solidity at the back to complement their free-flowing
attack. While Cech will go from Chelsea friend to foe in the tra-
ditional season-opening match between the Premier League
champions and FA Cup winners, the loveless relationship
between the two managers gives the fixture added spice.
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger appeared to push Jose
Mourinho during a touchline spat last season, while the
Chelsea boss described the Frenchman as “a specialist in fail-
ure” in 2014.

Mourinho, however, expects the Gunners to challenge for
the title this season after assembling a squad that contains
the likes of 42 million pounds ($65.54 million) playmaker
Mesut Ozil and 35 million pounds forward Alexis Sanchez. “If
you add up the amounts clubs have spent in the last three or
four years, I think maybe you will find a surprise,” Mourinho
told reporters. “It’s a fantastic squad with good players, fantas-
tic goalkeeper, they are more than ready to be title con-
tenders.” Chelsea, who beat Arsenal 2-1 in the last Community
Shield meeting between the two sides in 2005, have injury
concerns over striker Diego Costa and defender Gary Cahill.

Arsenal  beat Manchester City 3-0 in last  year’s
Community Shield but the north Londoners will be without
forwards Sanchez and Danny Welbeck for the trip to
Wembley. Wenger’s winless run against Mourinho stands at
13 games but the Gunners have enjoyed a strong pre-sea-
son, scoring 14 goals and conceding once as they won the
Asia Trophy and Emirates Cup. “We know we will be better
and we work very hard to better,” Wenger told reporters.
“Let’s not forget that Chelsea won the Premier League with a
comfortable distance last year. “There was still  a gap
between them and the others but the desire is to improve
and to move up there to fight for the championship. Let’s
start well and try to give our best.”— Reuters

Arsenal to make
statement of intent

against Chelsea

JOHANNESBURG: Nigeria have vowed to attack Congo
Brazzaville in their Pointe-Noire fortress this weekend and move
closer to a seventh Olympic Games football tournament appear-
ance. The west Africans take a fragile 2-1 lead into the second leg
of a third-round qualifier for the 2016 Rio Games and coach
Samson Siasia has revealed his game plan. “We will attack
because we want to win in Congo-not avoid defeat,” the 47-year-
old former national team striker told reporters.

A draw will suffice to take the ‘Dream Team’ to the final
African qualification stage-an eight-nation tournament in
Senegal with the top three finishers securing tickets to Brazil. But
Congo, guided by famed French coach Claude Le Roy, can elimi-
nate Nigeria on away goals by winning 1-0 at Stade Municipal in
the Atlantic oil hub. Siasia and Le Roy can offer strong arguments
as to why the ‘Dream Team’ or the ‘Red Devils’ will succeed.

Nigeria excelled on the road this year in 2015 All-Africa Games
qualifiers which are also restricted to under-23 footballers-win-
ning 4-1 in Gabon and 2-1 in Zambia. Taiwo Owiniyi was the two-
goal savior in Zambia, but only appeared as a second-half substi-
tute against Congo because he was not fully fit. Siasia boasted: “I
have been in difficult situations with the ‘Dream Team’ before
and have always emerged victorious.” Backed by a 40,000 full
house in Port Harcourt, Nigeria ran Congo ragged but woeful fin-
ishing prevented the hosts building a commanding lead.

Instead, Moise Nkounkou grabbed a precious away goal after
Junior Ajayi struck twice within seven minutes soon after half-
time. Le Roy, whose success-filled career with numerous African
countries does not include an Olympics appearance, believes his
‘Devils’ can claim another notable victim. Congo eliminated for-
mer Olympic bronze medalists Ghana in the previous round by
winning the second leg 1-0 and a penalty shootout 5-4 in Pointe-
Noire. “We were lucky to only lose 2-1 in Nigeria,” admits the
bespectacled 67-year-old with flowing fair locks.—AFP
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