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BEIJING: Dissident Chinese artist Ai
Weiwei said yesterday that Britain had
denied his application for a six-month visa
in favor of one with a shorter duration,
telling him that he had not declared a pre-
vious “criminal conviction”. The denial of a
longer visa comes three months before
President Xi Jinping visits Britain and could
fuel criticism of Prime Minister David
Cameron’s government, which has been
accused of putting trade before human
rights in dealing with China. Ai has never
been charged or convicted of a crime. In
2011, the Chinese government said Ai

remained under investigation on suspicion
of economic crimes after he was released
on bail. Ai said previously that he had not
received a formal notice to explain “sus-
pected economic crimes”. Authorities in
Beijing returned Ai’s passport last week,
more than four years after it was confiscat-
ed following his 81-day secret detention. In
a letter issued by the UK Visas and
Immigration Department that Ai posted on
Instagram, the department said Ai had not
declared that he had “previously received a
criminal conviction in China”. Reuters was
unable to immediately verify the authen-

ticity of the letter. In a statement provided
by the British embassy in Beijing, a Foreign
and Commonwealth Office spokesperson
denied that the decision to reject Ai’s
application for a six-month visa was driven
by fears that he could be in Britain at the
same time as the Chinese president. Xi is
due to visit London in October.

“Mr Ai  has been granted a visa to
enable him to travel to the UK for the full
travel duration he requested, and we are
pleased that he will be able to attend his
exhibition at the Royal Academy.” Ai said
he was given a visa to travel to Britain

from Sept  9-29 but added that he “may
not be able to attend the exhibition instal-
lation and opening” of a retrospective of
his work at London’s Royal Academy of
Arts that month. The exhibition is due to
open on Sept. 19, according to the Royal
Academy’s website.  Ai  could not be
reached for comment. He told Reuters ear-
lier that he was headed on an afternoon
flight to Munich in Germany. “This deci-
sion is a denial of Ai Weiwei’s rights as an
ordinary citizen,” Ai said on Instagram.
China’s Foreign Ministry did not respond
to a request for comment. — Reuters 

Chinese artist says UK denies him visa

LONDON: Prime Minister David Cameron
faced heavy criticism yesterday for saying
a “swarm of migrants” was trying to come
to Britain as authorities in France struggle
to stop them crossing the Channel. “This
is very testing, I accept that, because you
have got a swarm of people coming
across the Mediterranean, seeking a bet-
ter l ife,  wanting to come to Britain
because Britain has got jobs, it’s got a
growing economy, it’s an incredible place
to live,” Cameron told ITV television dur-
ing a visit to Vietnam.

Around 3,000 people from countries
including Syria and Eritrea are camping
out in the northern French port of Calais
and trying to cross into Britain illegally by
clambering on board lorries and trains.
The controversy has flared up to domi-
nate British media this week as holiday-
makers and truck drivers are blocked on
the British side due to delays caused by
the migrants’ actions.

Acting leader of the main opposition
Labor party Harriet Harman said Cameron
should “remember he is talking about

people, not insects”. The Refugee Council,
a leading charity which works with asy-
lum seekers, said it was “awful, dehuman-
izing language from a world leader”. And
Nigel Farage, leader of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP), which wants
strict controls on immigration, said he
would not use similar words. “The prime
minister is this morning trying to sound
tough. Whether he actually means it or
not is quite a separate question,” Farage
told BBC radio.

Tough calls 
Cameron is facing calls from tabloid

newspapers to deploy the British army to
resolve the situation but insists the cor-
rect way to tackle it is by working along-
side the authorities in France. “We need
to protect our borders by working hand
in glove with our neighbors the French
and that is exactly what we are doing,” he
told ITV. Home Secretary Theresa May on
Wednesday chaired a meeting of the gov-
ernment’s emergency committee COBRA
and the government has pledged £7 mil-

lion (10 million euros, $11 million) to
improve fencing around the Eurotunnel
rail  terminal at Coquelles, northern
France.  

“We need to protect our borders by
working hand in glove with our neigh-
bors the French and that is exactly what
we are doing,” he told ITV. Home
Secretary Theresa May on Wednesday
chaired a meeting of the government’s
emergency committee COBRA and the
government has pledged £7 million (10
million euros, $11 million) to improve
fencing around the Eurotunnel rail termi-
nal at Coquelles, northern France. 

Keith Vaz, a lawmaker and head of par-
liament’s home affairs committee, called
for a meeting between Cameron and
French President Francois Hollande but
said that the problem had to be dealt
with at an European Union level. “I think
the focus is all wrong here. Once people
make it to Calais, it’s almost too late. The
problem lies fundamentally with the fail-
ure of the EU to deal with the migrants
crisis in Italy and Greece,” he said. — AFP 

Boko haram slits 10
fishermen throats 

KANO: BBoko Haram Islamists slit the throats of 10 fish-
ermen in villages near Baga on the shores of the Lake
Chad in northeastern Nigeria, a leading fisherman and a
resident said yesterday.  “On Monday around 4 pm
(1500 GMT), Boko Haram attacked three villages on the
shores of Lake Chad where they slaughtered 10 people,
all of them fishermen,” Abubakar Gamandi, head of the
fishermen’s union in Borno State, told AFP.

The account was confirmed by a local fisherman,
Buhari Dan-Malam, who lives in Doron Baga. “The Boko
Haram gunmen came around 4:00 pm and they
attacked three villages (that are five kilometers/three
miles from Doron Baga). They slit the throats of 10 peo-
ple,” he said. The villages attacked on Monday were
Bundaram, where they killed four people, Fishdam,
where they killed two people, and Kwatar Mali, where
they killed four people,” Gamandi said.

“Boko Haram decided not to use guns so as not to
attract the attention of soldiers from Baga. This is why
they used knives to slaughter their victims,” he said. The
fishing villages around Baga were abandoned in January
after some of the most deadly attacks by the Islamist
sect. But “in the last month, residents in the Baga area
displaced by the Boko Haram takeover of the area in
January have been returning to some villages secured
by the military to continue their fishing business,”
Gamandi said.  “They take their catch back to Maiduguri
(the state capital) to sell and make a living because liv-
ing in the IDP (internally displaced people) camps has
become difficult due to lack of food.”

Daring act 
The army had authorized the displaced people to go

back to fish in the villages, he added. The jihadists had
attempted to enter Doron Baga on Monday but villagers
“mobilized and began booing them. And that helped in
keeping them away,” Dan-Malam said. “Because of our
daring act we let them believe soldiers were in the vil-
lage. They then went and camped in Dawashi, another
village. To avoid being attacked, we went to Maiduguri,”
he said.

But they later returned “because fishing is all we
know. Now there is fish in the lake which had been left
untapped since January,” he said.  Last week, nine water
melon growers were also killed in Dabar Wiya where
they had returned to harvest their produce, said
Gamandi who did not provide further details. The hun-
dreds of islets separated by channels hidden by tall
grass in the Lake Chad region provides cover for the mil-
itants to steal livestock and food from local inhabitants.

The jihadists, now affiliated with the Islamic State
group, have been using the islands as a rear base after
being routed from their traditional strongholds in
Nigeria by a four-country military offensive against
them.  The Chadian army has launched a “major opera-
tion” to flush out Boko Haram jihadists from Lake Chad,
sparking violent clashes on Monday between soldiers
and the group. Chadian forces have “around 1,000 men
positioned to occupy all the islands and neutralize Boko
Haram,” a security official said. — AFP    
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KUALA LUMPUR: Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron addresses a gathering during a business event at the
Symphony Park. — AFP


