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Landslides kill 29 in Nepal
KATHMANDU: Landslides triggered by
heavy rains in quake-hit Nepal killed at
least 29 people yesterday, sweeping
away homes and leaving more than a
dozen missing.

Rescuers are still searching through
rubble for around 15 more people
believed missing in the western district
of Kaski in the foothills of the Himalayas,
around 150 kilometres (90 miles) west of
the capital Kathmandu.

“The number of dead has risen to 26
in our district,” said Kaski police chief
Kedar Rajaure.

“Over 200 of our personnel are still
working at the site to search and res-
cue.” 

Three more people, including an 83-
year-old man, were killed in two land-
slides in the neighbouring districts of
Myagdi and Baglung, according to a
statement released by authorities.

Eighteen people injured in the disas-
ter have been taken to local hospitals for
treatment, Rajaure told AFP.

Scores of people die every year from
flooding and landslides during the mon-
soon season in the Himalayan nation.

Two weeks ago a student was killed
when a landslide buried part of a school
in the nearby town of Pokhara, and 35
people died last month when a land-
slide crushed villages in northeastern
Nepal.

The monsoon rains are also hamper-
ing delivery of relief supplies to moun-
tainous villages devastated by the mas-
sive earthquake that struck the
Himalayan nation on April 25. More than
8,800 people were killed by the quake
and a large aftershock, and many more
were left without shelter. — AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepalese policemen search for bodies of victims from the debris after a landslide in Lumle village, about
200 kilometers (125 miles) west of Kathmandu, Nepal, yesterday. Landslides in a mountain area of Nepal buried three
villages yesterday, killing several people, authorities said. —AP

NEW DELHI: Indian police said yesterday they have arrested
two Air India employees after uncovering a people smuggling
operation at New Delhi airport that apparently targeted
Nepalese quake victims.

A senior police officer at the airport said staff at the nation-
al carrier were suspected of helping Nepalese women prom-
ised jobs in wealthy Gulf countries to evade immigration pro-
cedures. So far 28 women have been identified, most of
whom police said were from areas of Nepal badly affected by
a major earthquake in April, which killed thousands and left
many more homeless.

M.I Haider, deputy commissioner of police at the airport,
said the scam was exposed on July 21 when a group of seven
Nepalese women transiting Delhi airport en route to Dubai
were found with their travel documents stamped even
though they had not yet cleared immigration control.

Police briefly detained the women and arrested two Air
India ground staff, who admitted under questioning that they
had been paid $90 per person to arrange the forged docu-
ments. A police statement named the two as Manish Gupta
and Kapil Kumar. The airline did not return calls for comment.

“Security personnel caught a group of seven Nepalese
women who had been issued their international boarding
passes and travel documents without following the proper
procedure,” Haider told AFP.

“The questioning of the detained women and the arrested
duo also revealed that there were at least 21 other Nepalese
women in Delhi waiting their turn to fly out of the country via
the same route.” Police found the 21 women when they raid-
ed a hotel in Delhi and they will be returned to Nepal along
with the other seven, Haider said.

Two suspected traffickers were also arrested, both
Nepalese nationals. “The open border between Nepal and
India makes it easy for people to travel across, and agents
exploit this route to traffic people,” a spokesman for Nepal’s
home ministry Laxmi Prasad Dhakal told AFP.

“We have an agreement with India to not allow Nepali
nationals without our stamp in their passport to travel from
their airport.”—AFP
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