
CAIRO: Al-Jazeera journalists, Canadian Mohamed Fahmy (C) and Egyptian Baher Mohamed (L), talk to media outside
Cairo’s Torah prison where their trial was due to take place yesterday. The Egyptian court postponed its verdict in the
retrial of three Al-Jazeera journalists, including Australian Peter Greste who has since been deported, accused of sup-
porting the banned Muslim Brotherhood, in a case that has sparked a global outcry.— AFP
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BEIRUT: Al-Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate Al-Nusra
Front has kidnapped eight rebels who par-
ticipated in a US training programme to
fight the Islamic State group, a monitor said
yesterday. “Yesterday evening, forces from
Al-Nusra Front kidnapped the commander
of Division 30, Colonel Nadim Hassan, along
with seven members of the Division, includ-
ing commander Farhan al-Jassem,” the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.

The Britain-based monitor said the
group “was returning from a meeting in the
city of Azaz in northern Aleppo province to
their headquarters in the nearby village of

Malikiyeh.” The Azaz meeting “was specifi-
cally to coordinate with other rebel groups
on the ground to begin a military operation
against the Islamic State group in north-
eastern Aleppo province,” said Observatory
director Rami Abdel Rahman.

He also confirmed that the eight fight-
ers were part of a group of 54 rebels that
entered Syria from Turkey around two
weeks ago after receiving training there.

The kidnap was also reported in a state-
ment purportedly issued by Division 30 and
circulated on social media.

“The leadership of Division 30 con-

demns the kidnap of Colonel Nadim
Hassan, commander of Division 30, and his
comrades, by members of Al-Nusra Front in
northern Aleppo province,” the statement
said.

It called on “the brothers of Al-Nusra
Front to free (the kidnapped) as quickly as
possible to preserve Muslim blood and
avoid weakening the fronts with side dis-
putes between brothers.” The kidnap is a
potential blow for the US-led train-and-
equip programme, which the Pentagon
acknowledged early this month had only
managed to identify and train some 60

fighters. The $500-million programme run
out of Turkey is intended to build a force
that will fight the Islamic State group on the
ground.

But it has been fraught with problems,
with few candidates approved for participa-
tion and, reportedly, a high attrition rate.

In January, the Pentagon said about
5,400 Syrian rebels would be trained and
armed in the first year of the programme.

But on July 8, Defence Secretary Ashton
Carter acknowledged it had fallen far short.

“This number is much smaller than we
had hoped for at this point,” he said. — AFP
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CAIRO: An Egyptian court postponed yesters-
day its verdict in the retrial of three Al-Jazeera
journalists accused of supporting the banned
Muslim Brotherhood, in a case that has sparked
a global outcry. Australian Peter Greste,
Canadian Mohamed Fahmy and Egyptian
Baher Mohamed were jailed last year for
“spreading false news” during their coverage of
the turmoil after the army ousted Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi in 2013.

Greste, who has since been deported, and
Fahmy received seven years in the initial trial,
while Mohamed was jailed for 10 years.

An appeals court ordered a retrial, saying
the verdict lacked evidence against the three
journalists working for the Doha-based net-
work’s English channel.

Yesterday the court did not hold its much-
anticipated session, with a defence lawyer say-
ing he had been told it was postponed. The rul-
ing is now expected on August 2, state news
agency MENA reported.  Earlier some relatives
and lawyers said it was set for August 8. “We are
extremely angry that the verdict has been
adjourned today,” Al-Jazeera’s English-lan-
guage channel said on Twitter.

Thursday’s session had been keenly awaited
by rights groups and families of the defendants.

“The entire world has its eyes turned on
Egypt because this is a decisive trial for media
freedom,” the Paris-based media watchdog
Reporters Without Borders said Wednesday.

‘Difficult week” ahead
Mohamed said the postponing of the ver-

dict was “very strange”. “It’s disturbing that the
trial was postponed without informing our
lawyers,” he told AFP outside the court.

“I don’t want to predict anything about the
verdict. Anything could happen.” An angry
Fahmy said the delay was an insult to the
defendants and their  families. “It was a very dif-
ficult week waiting for the verdict. I brought a
bag with blue clothes and toothbrush, and now
it’s a more difficult week” ahead, he said.

“We have been in a nightmare for 19
months ... I see the postponement as another
insult to us, our families, our lawyers because no
one informed us officially.” 

If convicted, the journalists can appeal to
Egypt’s Court of Cassation, which can uphold or
cancel the ruling. If it cancels the verdict it will

examine the case itself. Greste has already been
deported under a law allowing the transfer of
foreigners on trial to their home countries but
he is being retried in absentia.

Fahmy and Mohamed were freed on bail
earlier this year, having spent more than 400
days in detention. Fahmy has renounced his
Egyptian nationality, hoping that he too would
be deported like Greste. “If this trial is fair, me
and my colleagues have to be acquitted,”
Fahmy told AFP on Wednesday, adding that a
court committee had acknowledged that there
had been “no fabrication” in their coverage.

‘Fight for press freedoms’
The court had also been due to give its rul-

ing Thursday on five Egyptian co-defendants
sentenced previously to up to 10 years for
being members of the Brotherhood and for
“damaging the public image of Egypt”.

The three journalists were arrested in
December 2013 during a crackdown on sup-
porters of Morsi, who was ousted by then army
chief and now President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
after mass street protests against his year of
divisive rule.—AFP
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Israel passes law
sanctioning force
feeding prisoners

JERUSALEM: Israel’s parliament passed a contentious law yesterday that
would permit the force-feeding of inmates on hunger strike, eliciting
harsh criticism over the practice. The law allows a judge to sanction the
force-feeding or administration of medical treatment if there is a threat to
the inmate’s life, even if the prisoner refuses. It passed with a 46-40 vote in
favor - a slender margin in the 120-seat Knesset. The remaining lawmakers
were sent from the early morning vote.

While the law applies to all prisoners held in Israeli jails, Palestinian
prisoners have used hunger strikes as a tool to draw attention to their
detention without trial or charges. Scores of Palestinian inmates have held
rounds of hunger strikes over recent years and, with many prisoners hos-
pitalized, their failing health has caused tensions to flare among
Palestinians. Israel fears that a hunger-striking prisoner’s death could trig-
ger unrest. Israel in the past has acceded to hunger-striking prisoners’
demands and at times has released prisoners.

“The hunger strikes of the terrorists in jail have turned into a tool they
use to try to pressure and threaten the state of Israel and to cause it to
release terrorists,” said Israel’s Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan. “The
new law allows us to prevent a threat to the prisoners’ lives and to prevent
them from putting pressure on the state.”

David Amsalem, a lawmaker with the ruling Likud party who backed
the law, said it “creates the right balance between the state’s interest to
protect the prisoner’s life and his rights and sovereignty over his body.”

Under the new law, Israel’s prison service would need to seek permis-
sion from the attorney general to ask a judge to allow the force-feeding of
a prisoner. The judge would then weigh a doctor’s opinion, the prisoner’s
position as well as security considerations before ruling in the matter,
according to Amany Daiyf, from the group Physicians for Human Rights-
Israel, which opposes the law.

Critics say force-feeding is unethical and amounts to torture. The Israeli
Medical Association, which has urged physicians not to cooperate, plans
to challenge the law in the Supreme Court. “Israeli doctors ... will continue
to act according to medical ethical norms that completely prohibit doc-
tors from participating in torture and force-feeding amounts to torture,”
said Leonid Eidelman, the head of the association. Physicians for Human
Rights-Israel called the law “shameful,” saying “it pushes the medical com-
munity to severely violate medical ethics for political gains.”—AP

JERUSALEM: In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 , file photo, a
Palestinian woman holds a poster with a drawing depicting
Islamic Jihad member Khader Adnan with a locked mouth, who
has been on hunger strike for two months, during a demonstra-
tion in Jerusalem. Israel’s parliament passed a contentious law
on Thursday that would permit the force-feeding of inmates on
hunger strike, eliciting harsh criticism over the practice. — AP


