
4710
India hangs
Mumbai bomb
blasts’ plotter 
Yakub Memon4

Local volunteer 
group collects 
money for poor 

PSG blank
Manchester 
United 2-0

NO: 16595- Friday, July 31, 2015www.kuwaittimes.net

Min 31º
Max 47

FREE

Page 3



L o c a l
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2015

By Shakir Reshamwala

local@kuwaittimes.net

in my View

A beastly act 
By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

Local Spotlight

KAC scandal faked?

Itried not to write a word about this matter until
the investigation is over, but it seems everyone
in Kuwait has an opinion on the scandal. I will

not repeat the full details of the story that
appeared in Britain’s Daily Mail and Daily Star
tabloids claiming that the pilot of a Kuwait
Airways plane invited two girls into the cockpit
during a flight from Heathrow airport in London
to New York’s JFK. The report did not say when
the incident took place. 

But Kuwait Airways responded to the reports
in a Twitter post, claiming that the incident hap-
pened in 2013. The minister of communications
said an investigation has been opened over the
incident, and to me this is the end of the story. If
this incident occurred years ago, then either
action against the captain has already been taken
or has been ignored, and the investigation should
now also reveal the truth behind those who cov-
ered it up. We are in 2015 - why the silence over
the incident?

A friend asked my opinion on this incident
and we had an interesting discussion over the
matter. Here is what I think and why. I believe the
story could be true, but fantasy elements made it
spicy material for social media, city talk and com-
petitors. I know that we have seen the video and
pictures, but not everything you see in today’s era
of technology is true. So far we have only heard

the story from the girls’ side and not the pilot, the
co-pilot and the security men on the plane. We all
know every plane has air marshals onboard for
the safety of the passengers. Also, how come no
one said a word about the two-year-old incident?
In Kuwait it is hard to keep a secret, especially if it
is related to a scandal of this size with girls
involved!

I cannot agree more that if the story is true, then
the captain broke aviation regulations, and I am sure
there are penalties for that, but what I don’t under-
stand is using this incident as a way to trash the rep-
utation of KAC as an institution simply because one
person made a mistake, and this may not be the first
or the last mistake to occur. This is not fair.

KAC is facing huge competition in the market,
and a story like this will surely make every passen-
ger think twice before using its new airplanes out
of fear that such careless staff will put their lives in
danger in the air. Many companies and merchants
have been seeking the privatization or sale of KAC,
and because this did not happen, it makes sense
to publish such stories to destroy the reputation
of the local carrier. The timing is right!

There will always be mistakes made by airlines
in any part of the world, but such exaggeration
hurts KAC, as it is still the national carrier and it’s
shameful to allow mistakes by a few to disrupt
the company’s recent efforts.

In a world where overzealous law
enforcement officers murder people
based on the color of their skin and

vengeful states send people to the gallows
based on their beliefs, it was the heartless
killing of a lion by an American big game
hunter that laid bare the jarring realization
that life is cheap - both of man and beast. 

Cecil, an iconic lion with a handsome
black mane, was killed by a dentist from
the US in Zimbabwe a few days ago. The
lion, which was fitted with a tracking
device, apparently took 40 hours to die
after it was shot with an arrow. It was
tracked, shot, skinned and beheaded, with
the trophy hunter paying the local authori-
ties $50,000 for the privilege. 

The gruesome killing of this magnificent
animal drew condemnation on social
media from across the world, forcing the
dentist to shut his practice and go into hid-
ing. He also had to close down his social
media pages and website after they were
flooded with harsh comments. A media
scrum is camped outside his home, shat-
tering his idyllic suburban existence.
Described as a skilled archer, the hunter

can be seen in various images online with
other animals that he has killed in his hunt-
ing jaunts. 

Of course, the usual trolls quickly rose to
his defense, accusing his detractors of pick-
ing on him and ignoring the millions of
cattle killed for food every day. A cow is no
different from a lion, they argue. It’s like
saying that Cecil deserved to die because
he too had killed many other animals in his
13-year lifespan. But what these people are
failing to understand is that cattle are
slaughtered for food (the fact that they
should be treated kindly and killed
humanely is a different issue). After all, we
humans are omnivores, and are designed
to eat meat, just like carnivorous predators
like lions. 

There are also no issues if animals are
killed to save lives (man-eaters,  for
instance) or the environment (invasive
species) or to protect public health and
crops (vermin and other pests). But killing
for sport is beyond the pale and reeks of
narcissism. It’s a sadistic pursuit that bene-
fits no one except the ego of the hunter.
It’s bloodlust, pure and simple.

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: An ice-cream vendor cools off in the shade as Kuwait’s temperature continues to break thermostats. — Photo Joseph Shagra  
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By Jamie Etheridge

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior arrested
four Kuwaitis for their involvement in a
‘terrorist’ network connected to Islamic
State yesterday.  A fifth citizen, also a
member of the group, was recently killed
in Iraq.  The arrests come a little over a
month since Islamic State militants carried
out the first ever suicide bombing of a
mosque in Kuwait. Twenty-six-people
were killed in the June 26 bombing of the
Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in Kuwait City,
another 227 were injured. 

Security authorities have “taken a pre-
emptive move uncovering a cell of the ter-
rorist organization,” the Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), comprising five
Kuwaitis, the Ministry of Interior
announced yesterday in a statement pub-

lished by state news agency, KUNA.
All of the men arrested confessed to

receiving training and indoctrination in
“the terrorist organization, its deviating
thoughts, in addition to advanced training
on using arms before taking in combat
action in Syria and Iraq,” the Interior
Ministry said in an official statement.

Authorities also named the suspects:
Mubarak Malfi, born in 1986, killed in a ter-
rorist operation in Iraq; Fahad Hamad,
born in 1990.

Security personnel found “takfiri books,
contents of which urge for fighting and
carrying out terrorist acts,” in addition to
flag of the terrorist organization, Islamic
State in Hamad’s house. “Takfiri” is an
Arabic word that indicates rejection of reli-
gious beliefs of the same sect or another.

The MOI identified the other members

of the uncovered cell: Mohammad Hamad,
born in 1986. 

He had joined the organization in
Mosul and had taken part in combat and
Faleh Nasser, born in 1982. The latter had
also joined the organization in Mosul and
had participated in combat, Mohammad
Falah, born in 1990, who had facilitated
the others’ travel to Iraq to take part in ter-
rorist operations.

The ministry vowed that it would spare
no effort in clamping down, firmly, on any
person who may try to undermine the
homeland’s security. Pre-emptive precau-
tions will be in force against any terrorist
acts and terrorists will be brought to jus-
tice. The detainees were referred to the
general prosecution, under the state
felony case, number 47/2015.

An interior ministry source told

Reuters the individuals named in
Thursday’s statement were not connect-
ed to the June 26 attack, which aimed to
enflame sectarian tensions between
Shiites and Sunnis in Kuwait. Around 30
percent of Kuwait’s 1.4 million citizens
are Shiites and the mosque targeted on
June 26 was a Shiite mosque. 

Twenty-nine suspects have been
arrested and charged in that case, the
authorities reportedly seeking the death
penalty for 11 of them. The trial is sched-
uled to begin August 4. 

Islamic State, whose Sunni jihadist
forces have seized large tracts of eastern
Syria and northern Iraq, have claimed
responsibility for several attacks against
Shiites, including two mosque bombings
in Saudi Arabia in May. 

(Material used from the wires in this report).

Terrorist cell 
busted in Kuwait Four citizens 

arrested 

KUWAIT: The inside of the main prayer hall of the Imam Al Sadiq mosque in Kuwait City in the aftermath of a suicide bombing on June 26. 
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By Ben Garcia 

They visit sick Filipino patients in hospitals in Kuwait and provide
them with necessary help, including monetary assistance. They
talk to families and comfort them. Meet Kuwait Filipino Mothers
Organization (KFMO), a volunteer group whose members are
mostly from the Philippines but married to Kuwaitis and other
foreign nationals. Violeta Maulana Yousef is one of them and cur-
rently heads the four-year-old Pinoy organization that is growing
and gaining momentum. The group’s members have also adopt-
ed several schools and less fortunate individuals back in their
home provinces in the Philippines. They also help build houses
for people who need shelter and water pumping stations for local
communities.

“We are a group of about 80 volunteers married to foreigners
who contribute time and money to uplift the lives and conditions
of many vulnerable workers from our country,” Violeta told
Kuwait Times, detailing the programs and activities of the organi-
zation. “In our little way, we help our needy ‘kababayans’ (compa-
triots),” she added. Some of the group’s members have adult chil-
dren who are very vocal and active in KFMO. “My kids are
grownups and can see things around them and are becoming
active in sharing whatever they can. They volunteer and help us
in many ways,” she said. 

Violeta said her group has witnessed many dramatic situa-
tions and sacrifices of Filipinos in Kuwait. “I have seen several sick
Pinoys in hospitals here who are fighting for their lives. Some of
them are very young but many had also been working in Kuwait
for years, but had to leave Kuwait for good and go back to their
families empty-handed. What a painful situation to bear!” Violeta
said. 

Local volunteer group 
collects money for poor 

Group readies runaway maids for reintegration
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She said since the government of the Philippines considers
OFWs (Overseas Filipino Workers) as modern-day heroes, she
hope, it should create a law that protects them. “I am a Filipino
and at the same time Kuwaiti, but I can see the hardships of my
‘kababayans’. The Philippine government should really do some-
thing for them. We are very proud of our OFWs because they are
helping the economy stay afloat, especially in times of economic
troubles, but what are they getting in return? Nothing! So I hope
the Manila government will solve the problem of OFWs when
they can no longer work. The government should take over and
support them, help them recover and recuperate and give them
a stipend if they can no longer work. The problem is when they
are sick, they are cast aside or thrown out, so they become an
additional burden for their families,” Violeta stated.

Coordination with the Embassy 
While her group continues to help in whatever way possible,

KFMO has always coordinated with the Philippine embassy in
Kuwait. “If there are problems of Filipinos in hospitals, we seek
the attention of the Philippine embassy, especially if they are not
being attended to at the hospital. We also seek the help of other
Filipino organizations. KFMO is active in community services
through various programs of the Philippine Embassy,” she noted. 

KFMO also holds workshops and provides training to runaway
housemaids at the embassy shelter. “We hold cooking and bak-
ing classes at the embassy shelter. We feed and give gifts to these
housemaids. We do this to make this world a better place to live
and give them hope,” she added. At the shelter, various programs
to train Filipino runaway housemaids and distressed workers
have been introduced by the Philippine Overseas Labor Office
(POLO) and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration
(OWWA), which help domestic helpers prepare for their next
move after their bad experiences with their previous sponsors. 

KFMO offers classes in hairstyling and nail polishing. Recently,
KFMO also introduced bread making and baking workshops at
the shelter. The program of KFMO is part of the on-going reinte-
gration program by the OWWA and POLO. The reintegration pro-
gram has been intensified to help OFWs when they return home
and start afresh. There are hundreds of runaway housemaids at
the embassy with varying cases, and while waiting for their repa-
triation, various livelihood programs are being conducted at the
embassy.

Reintegration Programs 
Philippine Welfare Officer to Kuwait Nestor Burayag said the

onsite programs and services of POLO-OWWA seek to provide
distressed workers with livelihood and skills training to prepare
them for their eventual reintegration back in the mainstream
Philippine society and economy. “Another objective is to make
them more productive while waiting for the resolution of their
cases. Some of the skills and livelihood trainings we have con-
ducted in cooperation with various Filipino groups include handi-
craft making and cosmetology among others. By acquiring these
skills, they will have other options when they return to the
Philippines other than overseas employment. Some groups pro-
vide the materials themselves, otherwise POLO-OWWA will pro-
vide the materials needed,” he mentioned.

If they plan to engage in small businesses in the Philippines
with the skills they have acquired, OWWA can assist them
through livelihood loans to start up. “Interested Pinoys are more
than welcome to volunteer their services for our distressed HSWs,
just like the KFMO. Please coordinate with Elizabeth Sison at
POLO-OWWA,” he added.

In addition, the reintegration programs for OFWs being con-
ducted include financial literacy and entrepreneurship training
programs for various groups. “This program however has been
temporarily stopped and is now under review by our central
office with the aim of improving the program to address the
increasing needs of our OFWs.  The financial literacy and entre-
preneurship training program teaches our OFWs the value of sav-
ings and likewise provide them with the basic knowledge on how
to start a business,” Burayag said. 

“As a welfare officer, I am the overall in-charge of case man-
agement and handling of cases of all HSW wards in our custody.
We also coordinate with various host government authorities
(police, immigration authorities, ODWA among others) who are
involved in the resolution of cases and repatriation of OFWs. We
also conduct reconciliation and mediation between employers
and workers or FRAs and workers and also conduct hospital and
company visits, airport assistance for repatriated workers, net-
working with various Pinoy community organizations and regular

dialogues with our wards and FRA representatives,” he explained. 
“As part of our continuing efforts to promote welfare and pro-

tect the interest of our workers, we conduct regular post-arrival
orientation seminars for newly arrived HSWs and likewise imple-
ment onsite labor education program for OFWs (holding visa 20
and 18). We educate them on the various provisions of the Kuwait
labor law which affect them and procedures of POLO-OWWA’s
case management among others,” Baruyag concluded. 
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By Sara Ahmed

You can tell a lot about a country from the condition of its streets. How
well maintained they are, how wide and well painted and signed.
There are a lot of distinctive features noticeable on Kuwait’s streets.

The wide, tree lined avenues that shape the local Kuwaiti neighborhoods
stand in stark contrast to the pitted and pocked thoroughfares of the lower
income expatriate areas of Farwaniya and Jleeb Al Shuyoukh. 

Streets tell a story of economics, of politics and of culture. An area with
streets garlanded by fresh flowers or date palm trees is an area well cared
for. This is especially true in arid Kuwait where every flower, plant, tree and
shrub must be watered by a hose planted alongside. 

Streets with many pockmarks, flooded by open sewage or littered with
broken sidewalks and dilapidated signboards reads of poverty, of neglect
and lack of community. It tells visitors without a word that the area is not
looked after by the neighborhood itself nor the government. 

Streets can also take on a personality, a character ascribed to it based on
traffic congestion, decoration and flora, location, businesses and ultimately
how well its maintained or how long it has been neglected. In Kuwait there
are many streets that lack basic necessities like sidewalks, crosswalks, bike
lanes, adequate signage and center medians. 

Why does it matter? Why should Kuwait care about the quality or beauty
of its roads? Streets are the terrain, the domain of all. By building sidewalks
and pedestrian routes, city planners can encourage more foot traffic (at
least during the cooler, winter months). 

Biking lanes can further help reduce traffic in highly congested areas like
Kuwait City or Salmiya. More time spent outdoors walking or biking will also
encourage a higher standard of health among residents - an important fac-
tor for a country with one of the highest rates of obesity and diabetes in the
world. While it’s true that Kuwait’s summer temperatures make it impossi-
ble to spend much time outside, there are more than six months out of the
year when biking or walking are perfectly reasonable. 

Livable streets allow for pedestrians, bikes and public transport as well as
encourage slower traffic speeds through use not only of speed bumps
(ubiquitous in Kuwait) but also shorter curbs, street trees and planters along
with public transport can add value to the country by beautifying the roads
and lanes and make Kuwait’s streets more pleasant for everyone.   

The streets of

Kuwait

FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2015

— Photos by Joseph Shagra and Yasser Al-Zayat
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AMMAN: Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour
extolled in a press statement yesterday the
leadership and people of Kuwait for their
support of Jordan. He noted that Kuwaiti
private sector’s investments in his country
were the largest compared to such invest-
ments from other Gulf countries.

He was making this statement follow-
ing a meeting he had here with a visiting
Kuwaiti delegation of MPs, headed by

Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
Mubarak Al-Khrainij. Ensour said that his
country was happy that the visit of Al-
Khrainij coincided with the official opening
by the Jordanian King of the Port of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in the city of
Aqaba.

In a statement to KUNA, Al-Khrainij
expressed Kuwait’s gratitude to Jordan for

the naming of the port after His Highness
the Amir, noting that his talks with Ensour
reviewed a wide range of topics of bilateral
concern. Deputy Speaker Al-Khrainij also
had talks with Jordan’s Lower House
Speaker Atif Tarawneh covering issues of
importance to both countries. Al-Khrainij,
and a delegation of MPs with him arrived
in Amman on Tuesday on a visit that will
end today —- KUNA 

Jordan PM lauds 
Kuwaiti support

AMMAN: Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour receives Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly Mubarak Al-
Khrainij. — KUNA photos 

KSE: Grabbing cheap
stocks, profit-taking 

KUWAIT: The overriding trend in this week’s stock market activity cen-
tered on profit-taking and rushing to buy cheaply-priced stocks as well
as some higher-priced ones, a number of market watchers told KUNA
yesterday. The stocks with the most activity this week were those priced
below 100 fils a share, they said, noting at the same time that some
shares traded well despite a significant rise in their prices. Those observ-
ing the market trading right after the end of Ramadan’s Eid Al-Fitr peri-
od, saw pressure to bear on selling cheap stocks and perhaps a few
leading stocks as well, said market observer Adnan Al-Dulaimi, director
of Mena Consulting Co. Though concluding that trading this week
brought back a tangible measure of confidence to investors, market
watcher Salah Al-Sultan, of Arzaq Capital Co, said it was incumbent on
the proper authorities, among them the ministry of trade and com-
merce, to expedite correcting the status of some companies that are
listed on the stock exchange and currently experiencing challenges to
their capitalization, among other concerns. Al-Sultan said this week he
noticed an onrush by small investors on cheap stocks priced mostly
below 50 fils a share. On the other hand and in the opinion of market
observer Mohammad Al-Tarrah, there was a scramble by most traders
to snatch blue chip stocks, mainly of the banking, industry, and general
services sectors primarily due to the attractive prices of these stocks. He
believed that the market was still pining for more optimism and lucra-
tive incentives, especially among small investors. — KUNA 

BEIRUT: Up to 24,000 Syrian families have greatly benefited
from Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s project of distributing
agricultural products to the Syrian refugees in Lebanon, the
society’s envoy Dr Musaed Al-Enezi said yesterday.

Al-Enezi, who was speaking to KUNA after delivering the
last cargo of locally-grown potatoes to the refugees in several
Lebanese regions, said the venture cost some USD 150,000.
He added that the society delivered food parcels sufficient for
a month to 850 Lebanese families, as part of the phased plan
to support the needy in Lebanon with locally-grown agricul-
tural products.

The Kuwaiti relief authorities had provided abundant aid to
many of the estimated 1.2 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon
and other neighboring countries in the region. Kuwait had
also hosted three international donors’ conferences, during
which more than three billion dollars were pledged for aid to
the Syrians.  — KUNA 

Electronic linking saves 
time during paper work 

KUWAIT: Electronic linking between the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) and different government departments has minimized paper
work and allowed people to easily complete their procedures in the
state’s ministries. The electronic service has enabled the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor to closely monitor conditions of expatriates
in the country, by linking up with the Ministry of Commerce and
the Ministry of Interior, Undersecretary of CSC Mohammad Al-
Roumi told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) yesterday. This system has
also enabled the Ministry of Health to provide sick leaves to the
employees through the commission’s electronic system immedi-
ately, he added.  Meanwhile, Al-Roumi noted that the commission
has recently linked its system with the Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs to allow employees to receive Hajj vacations. The sys-
tem will provide information on whether or not the employee had
previously received a Hajj leave permit. Moreover, the CSC has
linked the fingerprint work attendance system of different min-
istries and governmental bodies to its electronic network, said Al-
Roumi. The total number of services provided to citizens and
expats, both in the public and private sectors since the launch of
the electronic system has reached 4,320, he added. — KUNA 

24,000 Syrian families receive food from KRCS

DAMASCUS: Up to 24,000 Syrian families have benefited from Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s project of distributing
agricultural products to the Syrian refugees.— KUNA photos 

Kuwait oil price rises
KUWAIT: Kuwait oil price climbed to $50.27 per barrel on
Wednesday from $49.90 pb the day before,  Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. In interna-
tional markets, the Brent crudes’ forwards rose 10 cents,
0.51 percent,  reaching $53.38 pb.  Forwards of  the
American crude also moved up, by one percent, after post-
ing record fall since six months ago, amid surprise decline
in the US reserves. — KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya police authorities closed two local-
ly run liquor factories in Riqee and Andalus. A security
source said the two factories were considered to be the
main source of liquor for Jleeb. According to informed
sources several Asians were running the factory by pro-
ducing, storing and selling liquor in an Andalus house.
The house was raided and 247 liquor bottles were con-
fiscated along with 214 full containers of manufactur-
ing equipment. In the Riqee factory, 272 bottles were
found along with a vehicle with liquor bottles in it.  

Doha Fire
Fire directorate operations received a call about a

fire in Doha, prompting Sulaibkhat fire center to
respond. The fire was in the third floor of a building, so
it was evacuated and the fire was put out. Only material
losses were reported.

Illicit liquor factories closed by authorities

KUWAIT: A citizen was arrested for pros-
titution and according to sources was
charging KD 150 per hour to her clients.
She told police that she was 30,000 KD in
debt and thus was offering her services
over an internet site. Detectives sent in
an undercover officer to her place of
work and was told to make sure the
woman is caught during the transaction
process.  

Special Forces and 
traffic police fight 

The harassment of a girl by a Special
Forces officer started a fight between him
and six traffic officers. The fight contin-
ued all the way to Qadisya police station.
The traffic officers accused the Special
Forces officer of attacking them after he
began to harass a woman on the streets
which led to traffic being obstructed. One
traffic police claimed that the Special
Forces officer broke his finger in the fight.
The case was sent to the public prosecu-
tion for further investigation.

Egyptian arrested 
without charge 

An Egyptian citizen accused two
policemen in the Andalus area of detain-
ing him without charge. He filed a com-
plaint against them in the districts police
station. He said the officers confiscated

his ID and then later put him in a holding
cell accusing him of not carrying it. 

Barber attacked after 
moustache mistake 

A Pakistani barber was injured in the
head after a customer attacked him for
being dissatisfied with the way his mous-
tache was cut. The barber went to Fintas
police station with a medical report and
filed a complaint. Police summoned the cus-
tomer for questioning and further action is
being taken.

Transsexual health clubs busted
Transsexuals working in health clubs are

being investigated after sources cited that
unethical behavior is still present within
these clubs. Undercover officers booked
special sessions in some of the suspected
health centers and five workers were arrest-
ed as a result of their residence being
expired.

Saudi stepdaughter 
steals jewelry 

A Saudi national accused her stepdaugh-
ter of stealing her gold watch and filed a
complaint against her at Fahad Al-Ahmad
police station. She said the stepdaughter
went in the bedroom while she was outside
and took the gold watch from the jewelry
compartment inside the cupboard. 

Internet prostitution 
service closed down KUWAIT: Secretary General of

the Higher Council for Planning
and Development Hashim Al-
Rifaai has tendered his resigna-
tion. Social Affairs and Labor
Minister,  State Minister for
Planning and Development
Hind Al-Subaih accepted the
resignation and appointed
Assistant Secretary General Dr
Khalid Mahdi in an acting capac-
ity until a permanent appoint-
ment is made. 

Al-Subaih said the perma-
nent appointment will be made
within one month due to its
importance, while competence
will be the basis to appoint Al-

Rifaai’s successor. Reports indi-
cate that Al-Rifaai will move to
the private sector after receiving
an offer from a company which
prompted his resignation effec-
tive 1 August 2015.

Al-Rifaai, who headed the
development dialogue team
said in previous statements that
government bodies need
improved dialogue to under-
stand their roles in implement-
ing the true development plan
sought by the government. He
also criticized the plans that
were being made as they most-
ly did not connect with one
another. 

Al-Rifaai resignation accepted

Dollar recovers against
major currencies

KUWAIT: The US dollar recovered vis-a-vis oth-
er major currencies after the US Federal Reserve
Bank (the Central Bank) boosted confidence in
the labor market, keeping interest rates
unchanged, as the dollar index jumped 0.09 to
95.845 points.

The greenback climbed, 0.10 percent,
against the Kuwaiti dinar, reaching 302.9 fils,
also vis-a-vis the euro, 0.22 percent, to $1.10.
The Japanese yen climbed 0.14 percent, reach-

ing 123.74, while it dropped against the sterling
pound, 0.41 percent, reaching $1.56.

Capital markets had anxiously awaited
results of the Federal Reserve Bank’s meeting
that resulted in keeping the interest rate
unchanged. The Federal Reserve Bank, follow-
ing last night’s meeting, indicated that the
interest rate might be reviewed, in the future,
due to continuing improvement of the eco-
nomic conditions in the US.  — KUNA

Hashim Al-Rifaai
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Mumbai bomb plotter Memon hanged
MUMBAI: Indian police guard a road leading to the residence of Yakub Memon, a key plotter of the Mumbai bomb attacks which killed hundreds of people in 1993. — AFP 

MUMBAI: India executed convicted bomb
plotter Yakub Memon yesterday for conspir-
ing in the nation’s deadliest attack, a series of
blasts that killed hundreds in Mumbai more
than two decades ago. Memon was hanged at
Nagpur jail  in the western state of
Maharashtra on his 53rd birthday after India’s
president and Supreme Court rejected 11th-
hour appeals for clemency.

“It is complete. Yakub Memon was hanged
today at 7:00 am (0130 GMT),” Nagpur police
sub-inspector RV Halami told AFP. Memon, a
former accountant, was convicted of plotting
a series of co-ordinated bomb attacks that
rocked India’s financial capital Mumbai in
March 1993, killing 257 people and injuring
around 700 more. The Bombay Stock
Exchange, the offices of Air India and a luxury
hotel were among about a dozen targets of
the blasts.  They were believed to have been
staged by Mumbai’s Muslim-dominated
underworld in retaliation for anti-Muslim vio-
lence that had killed more than 1,000 people
a few months earlier.

Anti-terror legislation 
Security was tight near the targets and at

sensitive areas across Mumbai yesterday, with
heavily armed police outside Memon’s former
home and at a cemetery where the body was
taken for burial late in the afternoon. Memon
and two of his brothers were convicted in
2006 by a specially-designated court using
controversial anti-terror legislation that was
introduced after the 1993 attacks and is no
longer on the statute books.

The Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act lapsed after two years and
was never revived, with activists accusing
the government of  using it  to harass
Muslims. Memon was the only one of 11
people found guilty over the atrocity to have
his death sentence upheld on appeal. The
others had their sentences commuted to life
imprisonment. He denied any involvement
in the blasts during a staggered trial and
appeal process that bitterly divided opinion
in India and led to calls from rights activists
and an ex-judge for his life to be spared. 

Former Supreme Court judge Harjit Singh
Bedi had also said reports that Memon co-
operated with investigators and returned
voluntarily from Pakistan, where he fled,
should have been taken into account when
hearing his appeal. Others pointed out that
one of his  brothers,  Tiger Memon, was
alleged to have masterminded the attacks,
along with Mumbai gang boss Dawood
Ibrahim. Both have been on the run since
1993.

Pre-dawn drama 
Lawyers for Memon made a last-ditch

mercy petition to Supreme Court Chief
Justice HL Dattu after Indian President
Pranab Mukherjee rejected a clemency plea
late Wednesday. But the court dismissed it in
a pre-dawn hearing, paving the way for
Memon’s execution shortly afterwards.

Kirti Ajmera, who was severely injured in
the bombing at the stock exchange, wel-
comed the hanging. “I’m happy that justice
has been done, although it has been delayed

by 22 years, but ultimately I will not be satis-
fied until Tiger and Dawood are punished
too,” the 58-year-old told AFP.

Amnesty India described the execution as
“cruel and inhuman”. “It is a misguided
attempt to prevent terrorism, and a disap-
pointing use of the criminal justice system as
a tool for retribution,” executive director
Aakar Patel said in a statement. Eight mem-
bers of the Memon family were charged over
the attacks and all denied any role in the
atrocity. 

They left for Dubai in the days before
the 1993 bombings, but all except Tiger
were arrested when they returned to India
the following year. Memon’s father died
during the long-running legal proceedings,
three were acquitted and three others are
serving life in prison, including Yakub’s sis-
ter-in-law, Rubina Memon. The attack also
embroiled Bollywood star Sanjay Dutt, who
is serving time for buying weapons from
gangsters accused of orchestrating the
bombings.—AFP 

Security tight near targets at sensitive areas 



CAIRO: Al-Jazeera journalists, Canadian Mohamed Fahmy (C) and Egyptian Baher Mohamed (L), talk to media outside
Cairo’s Torah prison where their trial was due to take place yesterday. The Egyptian court postponed its verdict in the
retrial of three Al-Jazeera journalists, including Australian Peter Greste who has since been deported, accused of sup-
porting the banned Muslim Brotherhood, in a case that has sparked a global outcry.— AFP
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BEIRUT: Al-Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate Al-Nusra
Front has kidnapped eight rebels who par-
ticipated in a US training programme to
fight the Islamic State group, a monitor said
yesterday. “Yesterday evening, forces from
Al-Nusra Front kidnapped the commander
of Division 30, Colonel Nadim Hassan, along
with seven members of the Division, includ-
ing commander Farhan al-Jassem,” the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.

The Britain-based monitor said the
group “was returning from a meeting in the
city of Azaz in northern Aleppo province to
their headquarters in the nearby village of

Malikiyeh.” The Azaz meeting “was specifi-
cally to coordinate with other rebel groups
on the ground to begin a military operation
against the Islamic State group in north-
eastern Aleppo province,” said Observatory
director Rami Abdel Rahman.

He also confirmed that the eight fight-
ers were part of a group of 54 rebels that
entered Syria from Turkey around two
weeks ago after receiving training there.

The kidnap was also reported in a state-
ment purportedly issued by Division 30 and
circulated on social media.

“The leadership of Division 30 con-

demns the kidnap of Colonel Nadim
Hassan, commander of Division 30, and his
comrades, by members of Al-Nusra Front in
northern Aleppo province,” the statement
said.

It called on “the brothers of Al-Nusra
Front to free (the kidnapped) as quickly as
possible to preserve Muslim blood and
avoid weakening the fronts with side dis-
putes between brothers.” The kidnap is a
potential blow for the US-led train-and-
equip programme, which the Pentagon
acknowledged early this month had only
managed to identify and train some 60

fighters. The $500-million programme run
out of Turkey is intended to build a force
that will fight the Islamic State group on the
ground.

But it has been fraught with problems,
with few candidates approved for participa-
tion and, reportedly, a high attrition rate.

In January, the Pentagon said about
5,400 Syrian rebels would be trained and
armed in the first year of the programme.

But on July 8, Defence Secretary Ashton
Carter acknowledged it had fallen far short.

“This number is much smaller than we
had hoped for at this point,” he said. — AFP

Syria Qaeda branch kidnaps 8 US-trained rebels

CAIRO: An Egyptian court postponed yesters-
day its verdict in the retrial of three Al-Jazeera
journalists accused of supporting the banned
Muslim Brotherhood, in a case that has sparked
a global outcry. Australian Peter Greste,
Canadian Mohamed Fahmy and Egyptian
Baher Mohamed were jailed last year for
“spreading false news” during their coverage of
the turmoil after the army ousted Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi in 2013.

Greste, who has since been deported, and
Fahmy received seven years in the initial trial,
while Mohamed was jailed for 10 years.

An appeals court ordered a retrial, saying
the verdict lacked evidence against the three
journalists working for the Doha-based net-
work’s English channel.

Yesterday the court did not hold its much-
anticipated session, with a defence lawyer say-
ing he had been told it was postponed. The rul-
ing is now expected on August 2, state news
agency MENA reported.  Earlier some relatives
and lawyers said it was set for August 8. “We are
extremely angry that the verdict has been
adjourned today,” Al-Jazeera’s English-lan-
guage channel said on Twitter.

Thursday’s session had been keenly awaited
by rights groups and families of the defendants.

“The entire world has its eyes turned on
Egypt because this is a decisive trial for media
freedom,” the Paris-based media watchdog
Reporters Without Borders said Wednesday.

‘Difficult week” ahead
Mohamed said the postponing of the ver-

dict was “very strange”. “It’s disturbing that the
trial was postponed without informing our
lawyers,” he told AFP outside the court.

“I don’t want to predict anything about the
verdict. Anything could happen.” An angry
Fahmy said the delay was an insult to the
defendants and their  families. “It was a very dif-
ficult week waiting for the verdict. I brought a
bag with blue clothes and toothbrush, and now
it’s a more difficult week” ahead, he said.

“We have been in a nightmare for 19
months ... I see the postponement as another
insult to us, our families, our lawyers because no
one informed us officially.” 

If convicted, the journalists can appeal to
Egypt’s Court of Cassation, which can uphold or
cancel the ruling. If it cancels the verdict it will

examine the case itself. Greste has already been
deported under a law allowing the transfer of
foreigners on trial to their home countries but
he is being retried in absentia.

Fahmy and Mohamed were freed on bail
earlier this year, having spent more than 400
days in detention. Fahmy has renounced his
Egyptian nationality, hoping that he too would
be deported like Greste. “If this trial is fair, me
and my colleagues have to be acquitted,”
Fahmy told AFP on Wednesday, adding that a
court committee had acknowledged that there
had been “no fabrication” in their coverage.

‘Fight for press freedoms’
The court had also been due to give its rul-

ing Thursday on five Egyptian co-defendants
sentenced previously to up to 10 years for
being members of the Brotherhood and for
“damaging the public image of Egypt”.

The three journalists were arrested in
December 2013 during a crackdown on sup-
porters of Morsi, who was ousted by then army
chief and now President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
after mass street protests against his year of
divisive rule.—AFP

Egypt court postpones
Jazeera retrial verdict

Ruling expected on August 2

Israel passes law
sanctioning force
feeding prisoners

JERUSALEM: Israel’s parliament passed a contentious law yesterday that
would permit the force-feeding of inmates on hunger strike, eliciting
harsh criticism over the practice. The law allows a judge to sanction the
force-feeding or administration of medical treatment if there is a threat to
the inmate’s life, even if the prisoner refuses. It passed with a 46-40 vote in
favor - a slender margin in the 120-seat Knesset. The remaining lawmakers
were sent from the early morning vote.

While the law applies to all prisoners held in Israeli jails, Palestinian
prisoners have used hunger strikes as a tool to draw attention to their
detention without trial or charges. Scores of Palestinian inmates have held
rounds of hunger strikes over recent years and, with many prisoners hos-
pitalized, their failing health has caused tensions to flare among
Palestinians. Israel fears that a hunger-striking prisoner’s death could trig-
ger unrest. Israel in the past has acceded to hunger-striking prisoners’
demands and at times has released prisoners.

“The hunger strikes of the terrorists in jail have turned into a tool they
use to try to pressure and threaten the state of Israel and to cause it to
release terrorists,” said Israel’s Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan. “The
new law allows us to prevent a threat to the prisoners’ lives and to prevent
them from putting pressure on the state.”

David Amsalem, a lawmaker with the ruling Likud party who backed
the law, said it “creates the right balance between the state’s interest to
protect the prisoner’s life and his rights and sovereignty over his body.”

Under the new law, Israel’s prison service would need to seek permis-
sion from the attorney general to ask a judge to allow the force-feeding of
a prisoner. The judge would then weigh a doctor’s opinion, the prisoner’s
position as well as security considerations before ruling in the matter,
according to Amany Daiyf, from the group Physicians for Human Rights-
Israel, which opposes the law.

Critics say force-feeding is unethical and amounts to torture. The Israeli
Medical Association, which has urged physicians not to cooperate, plans
to challenge the law in the Supreme Court. “Israeli doctors ... will continue
to act according to medical ethical norms that completely prohibit doc-
tors from participating in torture and force-feeding amounts to torture,”
said Leonid Eidelman, the head of the association. Physicians for Human
Rights-Israel called the law “shameful,” saying “it pushes the medical com-
munity to severely violate medical ethics for political gains.”—AP

JERUSALEM: In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 , file photo, a
Palestinian woman holds a poster with a drawing depicting
Islamic Jihad member Khader Adnan with a locked mouth, who
has been on hunger strike for two months, during a demonstra-
tion in Jerusalem. Israel’s parliament passed a contentious law
on Thursday that would permit the force-feeding of inmates on
hunger strike, eliciting harsh criticism over the practice. — AP
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MOSCOW: Russian authorities have arrest-
ed a journalist from a respected independ-
ent business media outlet on extremism
charges over his alleged membership of a
nationalist group, officials said yesterday.

A Moscow court on Wednesday ordered
Alexander Sokolov, a journalist with the
RBK newspaper and website, be held in

custody until September 22 as investiga-
tors probed him for helping to run a right-
wing anti-government organisation.  

Sokolov was detained alongside nation-
al ist  former newspaper editor  Yury
Mukhin-who has called for the ouster of
President Vladimir Putin-and a third sus-
pect Valery Parfyonov, a court spokes-

woman told AFP. Investigators said in a
statement that Sokolov helped run an
organisation and website calling for a ref-
erendum to set up a people’s tribunal to
try Russia’s top officials.

The fiercely nationalist group dubbed
For Responsible Authorities! rails against
off ic ial  corruption and supports  pro-

Russian fighters battling the government
in Ukraine. 

Investigators said that the group’s aims
are the same as an earlier organisation that
was banned for extremism in 2010.

A lawyer for the suspects told Russian
radio that his clients would appeal their
detention. —AFP

Russia arrests journalist for links to nationalist group

ADANA: A United States Air Force cargo plane maneuvers on the runway after it landed at the Incirlik Air Base, in the
outskirts of the city of Adana, southern Turkey, yesterday. Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Tanju Bilgic said
Wednesday, that an agreement allowing the US-led coalition against the IS to launch airstrikes from Incirlik and other
Turkish bases has been approved by Cabinet. —AP

Turkish military campaign 
aims to prevent Kurdish unity
Kurdish leader says Erdogan wants revenge

ANKARA: The main aim of Turkey’s recent
military operations in northern Syria and
Iraq is to prevent Kurdish territorial unity
and not to combat Islamic State, the
leader of Turkey’s pro-Kurdish opposition
HDP said yesterday.

In an interview with Reuters, Selahattin
Demirtas accused President Tayyip
Erdogan and the ruling AK Party of drag-
ging Turkey into conflict in revenge for the
AKP losing its majority in a June 7 general
election.

That election saw the HDP win enough
votes to enter parliament as a party for the
first time, ending more than a decade of
single-party rule in the NATO member
country.

“The AK Party is dragging the country
into a period of conflict, seeking revenge
for the loss of its majority in the June elec-
tion,” Demirtas told Reuters in the capital
Ankara.

“HDP passing the threshold and the AK
Party losing its parliamentary majority are
being used as a pretext for war.”

Turkey launched near-simultaneous air
strikes on Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)

camps in northern Iraq and Islamic State
fighters in Syria last Friday, in what Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu has called a
“synchronised fight against terror”.

But its assaults on the PKK have so far
been much heavier than its strikes against
Islamic State, fuelling Kurdish suspicions
that its real agenda is keeping Kurdish
political and territorial ambitions in check,
something the government denies.

“Turkey carried out a couple of air
strikes against the Islamic State just for
show, without causing serious damage to
it, nor is Islamic State feeling serious pres-
sure from Turkey,” Demirtas said.

“Turkey’s operations do not aim at tak-
ing measures against Islamic State. The
main objective is to prevent the formation
of a Kurdish entity in northern Syria,” he
said.

AIR STRIKES
Ankara is uncomfortable with the

steady advance of Syrian Kurdish PYD
forces, helped by US air strikes, against
Islamic State. Around half of Syria’s 900 km
(560 mile) border with Turkey is now con-

trolled by Kurds.
Erdogan and the AKP worry that those

advances will embolden Turkey’s own 14
million Kurdish minority and rekindle a
three-decade insurgency by the PKK,
deemed a terrorist organisation by Turkey,
the United States and Europe.

After Ankara agreed to open its air
bases to the US-led coalition last week fol-
lowing years of reluctance, Turkey and
Washington are working on plans to pro-
vide air cover for Syrian rebels and sweep
Islamic State fighters from a strip of north-
ern Syria along the Turkish border.

But the move will also ensure that terri-
tory remains out of the hands of the PYD,
preventing Syria’s Kurds from joining up
areas under their control into what could
otherwise become a strip of Kurdish land
running from the Iraqi border almost to
the Mediterranean. “Erdogan stressed in
the past that they would never allow the
unification of Kurdish cantons in northern
Syria. Jarablus is the only obstacle for this
unity,” Demirtas said, referring to a Syrian
town on the edge of the proposed “safe
zone”.— Reuters

Russia opens trial
against Ukrainian
aviator Savchenko

DONETSK: Ukrainian pilot and lawmaker Nadiya Savchenko
went on trial in Russia yesterday in a politically charged case
that could send ties between Moscow and Kiev to a new low.

The 34-year-old helicopter navigator faces up to 25 years in
prison for her alleged involvement in the killing of two
Russian journalists in war-torn eastern Ukraine last year. 

Savchenko, who is seen by her compatriots as a symbol of
resistance against what most Ukrainians consider an insur-
gency fuelled by President Vladimir Putin’s government, has
denied any involvement.

After more than a year in detention, Savchenko was in the
dock in the small southern Russian town of Donetsk on the
border with eastern Ukraine.

Her lawyers say the authorities opted to try their client out-
side Moscow in violation of legal procedures and say the
choice of venue was aimed at shielding the hearings from the
public eye. There was a heavy police presence for the trial,
which started with a closed preliminary hearing.

Embassy staff from several countries including Britain, the
United States as well as the European Union were in Donetsk
to observe the trial. “She is okay,” defence lawyer Mark Feigin
said on Twitter after seeing Savchenko.

Her legal team-including Feigin who said he took a flak
jacket to Donetsk-asked that the trial be moved to Moscow
and away from a town near a conflict zone.

“The Donetsk city court cannot hear this case because
there is not one condition that would ensure a... comprehen-
sive legal process,” Feigin told reporters. Donetsk has no jail
and Savchenko has to be transported to hearings from
Novocherkassk, a city nearly two hours away by car. Few
doubt that Savchenko’s fate will be decided in the Kremlin,
and Western leaders as well as Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko of Ukraine have called on Putin to let her go.

Trial by jury denied 
Two journalists from Russian public broadcaster VGTRK,

Igor Kornelyuk and Anton Voloshin, died in shelling on June
17, 2014, in Ukraine’s Lugansk region.

Russian prosecutors say Savchenko was involved the killing
in her capacity as a volunteer in a Ukrainian battalion.

The prosecution also accuses her of illegally crossing the
border into Russia where she was detained.

Savchenko has denied the charges and refused food for
more than 80 days to protest at her detention. She broke off
her hunger strike in March because of severe health problems.

The defence argues that phone bills confirmed she had
already been taken prisoner by separatists when the journal-
ists died, and was taken to Russia against her will.

Russia denied Savchenko a jury trial, which statistically is
more likely to deliver a not guilty verdict. —AFP

Nadezhda Savchenko
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Landslides kill 29 in Nepal
KATHMANDU: Landslides triggered by
heavy rains in quake-hit Nepal killed at
least 29 people yesterday, sweeping
away homes and leaving more than a
dozen missing.

Rescuers are still searching through
rubble for around 15 more people
believed missing in the western district
of Kaski in the foothills of the Himalayas,
around 150 kilometres (90 miles) west of
the capital Kathmandu.

“The number of dead has risen to 26
in our district,” said Kaski police chief
Kedar Rajaure.

“Over 200 of our personnel are still
working at the site to search and res-
cue.” 

Three more people, including an 83-
year-old man, were killed in two land-
slides in the neighbouring districts of
Myagdi and Baglung, according to a
statement released by authorities.

Eighteen people injured in the disas-
ter have been taken to local hospitals for
treatment, Rajaure told AFP.

Scores of people die every year from
flooding and landslides during the mon-
soon season in the Himalayan nation.

Two weeks ago a student was killed
when a landslide buried part of a school
in the nearby town of Pokhara, and 35
people died last month when a land-
slide crushed villages in northeastern
Nepal.

The monsoon rains are also hamper-
ing delivery of relief supplies to moun-
tainous villages devastated by the mas-
sive earthquake that struck the
Himalayan nation on April 25. More than
8,800 people were killed by the quake
and a large aftershock, and many more
were left without shelter. — AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepalese policemen search for bodies of victims from the debris after a landslide in Lumle village, about
200 kilometers (125 miles) west of Kathmandu, Nepal, yesterday. Landslides in a mountain area of Nepal buried three
villages yesterday, killing several people, authorities said. —AP

NEW DELHI: Indian police said yesterday they have arrested
two Air India employees after uncovering a people smuggling
operation at New Delhi airport that apparently targeted
Nepalese quake victims.

A senior police officer at the airport said staff at the nation-
al carrier were suspected of helping Nepalese women prom-
ised jobs in wealthy Gulf countries to evade immigration pro-
cedures. So far 28 women have been identified, most of
whom police said were from areas of Nepal badly affected by
a major earthquake in April, which killed thousands and left
many more homeless.

M.I Haider, deputy commissioner of police at the airport,
said the scam was exposed on July 21 when a group of seven
Nepalese women transiting Delhi airport en route to Dubai
were found with their travel documents stamped even
though they had not yet cleared immigration control.

Police briefly detained the women and arrested two Air
India ground staff, who admitted under questioning that they
had been paid $90 per person to arrange the forged docu-
ments. A police statement named the two as Manish Gupta
and Kapil Kumar. The airline did not return calls for comment.

“Security personnel caught a group of seven Nepalese
women who had been issued their international boarding
passes and travel documents without following the proper
procedure,” Haider told AFP.

“The questioning of the detained women and the arrested
duo also revealed that there were at least 21 other Nepalese
women in Delhi waiting their turn to fly out of the country via
the same route.” Police found the 21 women when they raid-
ed a hotel in Delhi and they will be returned to Nepal along
with the other seven, Haider said.

Two suspected traffickers were also arrested, both
Nepalese nationals. “The open border between Nepal and
India makes it easy for people to travel across, and agents
exploit this route to traffic people,” a spokesman for Nepal’s
home ministry Laxmi Prasad Dhakal told AFP.

“We have an agreement with India to not allow Nepali
nationals without our stamp in their passport to travel from
their airport.”—AFP

Air India staff
arrested over people
smuggling operation
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BEIJING: Dissident Chinese artist Ai
Weiwei said yesterday that Britain had
denied his application for a six-month visa
in favor of one with a shorter duration,
telling him that he had not declared a pre-
vious “criminal conviction”. The denial of a
longer visa comes three months before
President Xi Jinping visits Britain and could
fuel criticism of Prime Minister David
Cameron’s government, which has been
accused of putting trade before human
rights in dealing with China. Ai has never
been charged or convicted of a crime. In
2011, the Chinese government said Ai

remained under investigation on suspicion
of economic crimes after he was released
on bail. Ai said previously that he had not
received a formal notice to explain “sus-
pected economic crimes”. Authorities in
Beijing returned Ai’s passport last week,
more than four years after it was confiscat-
ed following his 81-day secret detention. In
a letter issued by the UK Visas and
Immigration Department that Ai posted on
Instagram, the department said Ai had not
declared that he had “previously received a
criminal conviction in China”. Reuters was
unable to immediately verify the authen-

ticity of the letter. In a statement provided
by the British embassy in Beijing, a Foreign
and Commonwealth Office spokesperson
denied that the decision to reject Ai’s
application for a six-month visa was driven
by fears that he could be in Britain at the
same time as the Chinese president. Xi is
due to visit London in October.

“Mr Ai  has been granted a visa to
enable him to travel to the UK for the full
travel duration he requested, and we are
pleased that he will be able to attend his
exhibition at the Royal Academy.” Ai said
he was given a visa to travel to Britain

from Sept  9-29 but added that he “may
not be able to attend the exhibition instal-
lation and opening” of a retrospective of
his work at London’s Royal Academy of
Arts that month. The exhibition is due to
open on Sept. 19, according to the Royal
Academy’s website.  Ai  could not be
reached for comment. He told Reuters ear-
lier that he was headed on an afternoon
flight to Munich in Germany. “This deci-
sion is a denial of Ai Weiwei’s rights as an
ordinary citizen,” Ai said on Instagram.
China’s Foreign Ministry did not respond
to a request for comment. — Reuters 

Chinese artist says UK denies him visa

LONDON: Prime Minister David Cameron
faced heavy criticism yesterday for saying
a “swarm of migrants” was trying to come
to Britain as authorities in France struggle
to stop them crossing the Channel. “This
is very testing, I accept that, because you
have got a swarm of people coming
across the Mediterranean, seeking a bet-
ter l ife,  wanting to come to Britain
because Britain has got jobs, it’s got a
growing economy, it’s an incredible place
to live,” Cameron told ITV television dur-
ing a visit to Vietnam.

Around 3,000 people from countries
including Syria and Eritrea are camping
out in the northern French port of Calais
and trying to cross into Britain illegally by
clambering on board lorries and trains.
The controversy has flared up to domi-
nate British media this week as holiday-
makers and truck drivers are blocked on
the British side due to delays caused by
the migrants’ actions.

Acting leader of the main opposition
Labor party Harriet Harman said Cameron
should “remember he is talking about

people, not insects”. The Refugee Council,
a leading charity which works with asy-
lum seekers, said it was “awful, dehuman-
izing language from a world leader”. And
Nigel Farage, leader of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP), which wants
strict controls on immigration, said he
would not use similar words. “The prime
minister is this morning trying to sound
tough. Whether he actually means it or
not is quite a separate question,” Farage
told BBC radio.

Tough calls 
Cameron is facing calls from tabloid

newspapers to deploy the British army to
resolve the situation but insists the cor-
rect way to tackle it is by working along-
side the authorities in France. “We need
to protect our borders by working hand
in glove with our neighbors the French
and that is exactly what we are doing,” he
told ITV. Home Secretary Theresa May on
Wednesday chaired a meeting of the gov-
ernment’s emergency committee COBRA
and the government has pledged £7 mil-

lion (10 million euros, $11 million) to
improve fencing around the Eurotunnel
rail  terminal at Coquelles, northern
France.  

“We need to protect our borders by
working hand in glove with our neigh-
bors the French and that is exactly what
we are doing,” he told ITV. Home
Secretary Theresa May on Wednesday
chaired a meeting of the government’s
emergency committee COBRA and the
government has pledged £7 million (10
million euros, $11 million) to improve
fencing around the Eurotunnel rail termi-
nal at Coquelles, northern France. 

Keith Vaz, a lawmaker and head of par-
liament’s home affairs committee, called
for a meeting between Cameron and
French President Francois Hollande but
said that the problem had to be dealt
with at an European Union level. “I think
the focus is all wrong here. Once people
make it to Calais, it’s almost too late. The
problem lies fundamentally with the fail-
ure of the EU to deal with the migrants
crisis in Italy and Greece,” he said. — AFP 

Boko haram slits 10
fishermen throats 

KANO: BBoko Haram Islamists slit the throats of 10 fish-
ermen in villages near Baga on the shores of the Lake
Chad in northeastern Nigeria, a leading fisherman and a
resident said yesterday.  “On Monday around 4 pm
(1500 GMT), Boko Haram attacked three villages on the
shores of Lake Chad where they slaughtered 10 people,
all of them fishermen,” Abubakar Gamandi, head of the
fishermen’s union in Borno State, told AFP.

The account was confirmed by a local fisherman,
Buhari Dan-Malam, who lives in Doron Baga. “The Boko
Haram gunmen came around 4:00 pm and they
attacked three villages (that are five kilometers/three
miles from Doron Baga). They slit the throats of 10 peo-
ple,” he said. The villages attacked on Monday were
Bundaram, where they killed four people, Fishdam,
where they killed two people, and Kwatar Mali, where
they killed four people,” Gamandi said.

“Boko Haram decided not to use guns so as not to
attract the attention of soldiers from Baga. This is why
they used knives to slaughter their victims,” he said. The
fishing villages around Baga were abandoned in January
after some of the most deadly attacks by the Islamist
sect. But “in the last month, residents in the Baga area
displaced by the Boko Haram takeover of the area in
January have been returning to some villages secured
by the military to continue their fishing business,”
Gamandi said.  “They take their catch back to Maiduguri
(the state capital) to sell and make a living because liv-
ing in the IDP (internally displaced people) camps has
become difficult due to lack of food.”

Daring act 
The army had authorized the displaced people to go

back to fish in the villages, he added. The jihadists had
attempted to enter Doron Baga on Monday but villagers
“mobilized and began booing them. And that helped in
keeping them away,” Dan-Malam said. “Because of our
daring act we let them believe soldiers were in the vil-
lage. They then went and camped in Dawashi, another
village. To avoid being attacked, we went to Maiduguri,”
he said.

But they later returned “because fishing is all we
know. Now there is fish in the lake which had been left
untapped since January,” he said.  Last week, nine water
melon growers were also killed in Dabar Wiya where
they had returned to harvest their produce, said
Gamandi who did not provide further details. The hun-
dreds of islets separated by channels hidden by tall
grass in the Lake Chad region provides cover for the mil-
itants to steal livestock and food from local inhabitants.

The jihadists, now affiliated with the Islamic State
group, have been using the islands as a rear base after
being routed from their traditional strongholds in
Nigeria by a four-country military offensive against
them.  The Chadian army has launched a “major opera-
tion” to flush out Boko Haram jihadists from Lake Chad,
sparking violent clashes on Monday between soldiers
and the group. Chadian forces have “around 1,000 men
positioned to occupy all the islands and neutralize Boko
Haram,” a security official said. — AFP    

Cameron’s ‘swarm of migrants’ 
statement faces heavy criticism  

‘He is talking about people, not insects’

KUALA LUMPUR: Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron addresses a gathering during a business event at the
Symphony Park. — AFP
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Trump shows staying
power with surge

ahead of first debate
WASHINGTON: Some Republicans gleefully scripted Donald Trump’s
political obituary in the wake of his scathing comments about Sen
John McCain’s military service earlier this month, hoping that his free-
wheeling presidential campaign had finally imploded. Predictions of
his demise were apparently premature.  Instead, Trump is gaining
momentum ahead of next week’s first Republican debate, a new
Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll shows. The poll shows Trump with his
greatest support yet nationally, as nearly a quarter of Republicans sur-
veyed said he would be their choice as the party’s presidential nomi-
nee in 2016. He has opened up a double-digit lead over his closest
rival, former Florida governor Jeb Bush, who trails at 12 percent. “I’m
proud to be in first place by such a wide margin in another national
poll,” Trump said in a statement to Reuters.

Trump has surged since suffering a slight downtick in the wake of
the McCain furor. The five-day rolling online poll had the real-estate
mogul and reality TV star at 15 percent among Republicans on Friday
before rocketing to 24.9 percent on Tuesday. “He’s not going away,”
said Steve Duprey, a Republican National Committee member from
New Hampshire and a former McCain adviser. “There are people who
think his candidacy is a flash in the pan or a flash in the moment, but I
think that underestimates his appeal.” Trump would seem to be a
lock to be on the stage next week in Cleveland for a debate spon-
sored by Fox News, which will use national polls to determine which
10 of the 17 Republican candidates in the field can participate. But
perhaps of greater concern to establishment Republicans,
Reuters/Ipsos polling also shows that in a three-way race with Trump
running as an independent in the general election, Trump would
drain support from the Republican nominee and allow the Democrat,
likely Hillary Clinton, to skate to victory.

Trump has refused to rule out a possible independent run. In a
matchup with Clinton and Bush, he would essentially tie Bush at
about 23 percent among likely voters, with Clinton winning the White
House with 37 percent of the vote. (About 15 percent of those polled
said they were undecided or would not vote.) It is that scenario that
should keep party strategists up at night. Something similar occurred
in 1992, when businessman Ross Perot’s independent candidacy
helped thwart President George H.W. Bush’s reelection bid and
allowed Bill Clinton to capture the presidency with just a 43 percent
plurality. Bush received the lowest percentage of the popular vote of
any sitting president in 80 years.—Reuters

TEQUESTA: Families hoped for a miracle even
as science nagged that one was improbable
and rescue crews went into a seventh day of
searches yesterday for two teens missing at sea.
Though it seemed unlikely a medley of agen-
cies would continue their hunts much longer,
the Coast Guard, which is leading the effort,
insisted it remained an “active and open” case
now focused off the South Carolina coastline.
“We’re still searching,” Chief Petty Officer Ryan
Doss said Wednesday evening, with no imme-
diate end in sight.

Doss called the decision on how long to
continue looking for the 14-year-old fishermen,
Perry Cohen and Austin Stephanos, a mix of “art
and science,” that juggles knowledge of how
long people can survive adrift with unknowns
on whether the boys had flotation devices and
drinking water - and even the extent of their
physical stamina. “Not knowing really adds an
element of challenge to everything,” he said.
Those following the story around the world lit
up Twitter and Facebook with thousands of
messages of support, including “Never give up,”
“Can’t stop thinking about them,” and “Keep
the faith and prayers going and hope!” People
turned out at local vigils and more than

$185,000 was raised online to fund a private
search. Residents turned up as dusk fell on
beaches and lit candles.

The saga of the two boys from Tequesta,
Florida, began Friday. Their parents believed
their fishing outing would take them to a local
river and waterway, as was the rule in previous
solo trips, not to deep Atlantic waters. Summer
storms moved through the area that afternoon,
and when the teens didn’t return on time, the
Coast Guard was alerted and began their day-
and-night search. The Coast Guard has covered
a mammoth search area of nearly 40,000 square
nautical miles, stretching from the waters off
South Florida up through South Carolina. It has
proven a frustrating ordeal, with no new clues
since the teens’ capsized boat was located
Sunday. Sightings of floating objects occasion-
ally spurred hope before being found irrelevant.

Stories of miracle rescues have popped up
throughout history, though, and many were still
hoping for one for Perry and Austin. In 2005,
two South Carolina teens were swept out to sea
on their small sailboat during a storm. After
searching for them for several days, the Coast
Guard and state officials began referring to their
effort as a recovery operation not a rescue. Yet

the teens were found alive after nearly a week
at sea. A key difference from the Florida teens,
though: They were still aboard their boat. The
missing Florida boys have been portrayed as
leading lives intertwined with the ocean, grow-
ing up in a seaside community, constantly boat-
ing and fishing, and even working at a local bait
shop. Perry’s stepfather, Nick Korniloff, said if
anyone could survive such an ordeal, it is these
two boys.

“They knew how to throw anchors, they
knew how to start the engine, they knew what
to do if an adult fell off the boat,” he said. “They
worked at learning and learning and being
trained more and more about being a skilled
boater and fisherman.” Each year, Florida
waters swallow a small number of boaters who
venture out and never return.

In 2013, when Florida had 56 boating fatali-
ties, it also had nine boaters go missing who
were never found and are presumed dead,
according to the state Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. Last year, there were
64 fatalities and six missing boaters. The com-
mission could not break down how many of
these accidents happened in the ocean, the
Gulf of Mexico or on a lake or river.—AP

SANTA CRUZ: A 15-year-old boy charged
with murder, kidnapping and rape in the
death of an 8-year-old girl in an artists’ com-
plex in a California beach town is scheduled
to appear in court. Police say Adrian Jerry
Gonzalez lured Madyson Middleton into his
family’s apartment from a courtyard where
she had been riding her scooter over the
weekend. Once inside, he tied her up, sexual-
ly assaulted and killed her, according a charg-
ing document. Gonzalez is expected to be
arraigned yesterday in a Santa Cruz court.

Gonzalez remains in custody at the Santa
Cruz County juvenile detention center, where
he has been held since the girl’s body was
found in a recycling bin Monday evening.

“Unfortunately, the search for Maddy ended
in the worst way possible,” Santa Cruz District
Attorney Jeffrey Rosell said. He said Gonzalez
has been charged as an adult and added that
in his two decades in Santa Cruz, he’s never
seen a 15-year-old charged with murder.

The charges could send Gonzalez to
prison for the rest of his life. Larry Biggam of
the Santa Cruz public defender’s office said
he expects to be appointed as the teen’s
lawyer at the arraignment yesterday, but he
declined to comment on the case.
Authorities haven’t been able to establish a
motive in the killing. “People do things for
lots of reasons, sometimes we understand it,
sometimes we don’t,” Rosell said. Neighbors

at the Tannery Arts Center where both the
suspect and Madyson lived said they were
stunned by the death. The center is a public-
private nonprofit that includes 100 afford-
able loft apartments for artists and their fami-
lies. About 250 people live in the complex,
including about 50 children.

“It’s a great community because it’s a bit
unusual,” Geoffrey Nelson, a photographer
and Tannery resident, said. “You share the
joys of people, their children growing up.
Their art shows, their recitals. But you also
share the sorrows.” Nelson said he’s known
Gonzalez for several years and described
him as shy, though they often chatted. “He
was a yo-yo-expert, so he was oftentimes

showing you tricks,” Nelson said. Residents
have been heartbroken to learn that he is
suspected in the death, he said. “It wasn’t
somebody from the outside,” Nelson said.
“It was somebody we all knew. It was some-
one we all knew and liked.”

Setorro Garcia, a Tannery resident who
knew both the victim and suspect, said
Gonzalez had been curious about the inves-
tigation. “He kept asking, ‘Any updates?’”
Garcia said. Another resident, Kirby Scudder,
described Madyson as a typical 8-year-old,
alternately shy and gregarious. “She was
very smart, and I thought she was going to
be an engineer,” he said. “She had a great
sense of humor.” —AP

Teen charged in death of 8-year-old to appear in court

Hope for miracle dims but search 
goes on for two missing teens
‘Keep the faith and prayers going and hope!’

TEQUESTA: Mary Kaye Hagenbuch, center, says a prayer for Austin Stephanos and Perry Cohen during a prayer vigil at
Jupiter Lighthouse Park.—AP

IOWA: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
speaks at a rally and picnic in Oskaloosa.—AP



16I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2015

DAHALA KHAGRABARI: Bangladesh and
India will this week finally swap tiny islands of
land, ending one of the world’s most difficult
border disputes that has kept thousands of
people in stateless limbo for almost 70 years.

At one minute past midnight today, some
50,000 residents along the border will light
candles and celebrate their “new found free-
dom” following a historic deal sealed
between the two countries’ prime ministers.

“The 68 candles mark our 68 years of end-
less pain since 1947 and the agonies and
poverty we faced living in no-man’s land,”
said Golam Mostafa, who lives in an Indian
enclave in the Bangladesh district of
Kurigram.

Mostafa and other residents of the 162
enclaves-small pockets of one country’s terri-
tory surrounded by the other-lack basic serv-
ices such as schools, clinics, power and water
because they are cut off from their national

governments. Under the agreement finalised
in June and coming into effect today, the
“islands” will effectively cease to exist, as
each country will assume sovereignty over all
enclaves in its territory.

Residents can choose to live in India or
Bangladesh and will be granted citizenship.
They can stay put or choose to move across
the 4,000-kilometre (2,500 mile) long border. 

With the land swapping less than 48
hours away, excitement has gripped the
enclaves, with villagers holding feasts,
rehearsing their new national anthem and
preparing for celebrations including tradi-
tional games.

“It’s like Eid day here. It’s like a new found
freedom,” Rabbul Alam, who lives in the
Indian enclave of Dahala Khagrabari, some
400 kilometres north of Dhaka, told AFP. 

One of the weirdest enclaves, Dahala
Khagrabari is situated in Bangladesh’s north-

ernmost district of Panchagarh, is surround-
ed by a larger Bangladeshi enclave, which is
circled by an even bigger Indian one.  

“For an outsider, it is difficult to know
who is a Bangladeshi or who is an Indian
here. Even we get confused. Only some con-
crete pillars mark which part is Bangladesh
and which is India,” Alam said.

The enclaves date back to ownership
arrangements made centuries ago between
local princes. Local legends say the enclaves
were the result of 18th-century chess games
by two competing princes.  The parcels of
land survived partition of the subcontinent in
1947 after British rule and Bangladesh’s 1971
war of independence with Pakistan.

A peaceful end 
Bangladesh endorsed a deal with India in

1974 in a bid to dissolve the pockets, but a
souring of ties in the next few decades

meant India only signed a final agreement in
June during a visit to Dhaka by premier
Narendra Modi, keen to strengthen regional
ties.

Modi has compared the agreement to
the dismantling of the Berlin Wall, while his
counterpart Sheikh Hasina says a humanitari-
an issue has come to a peaceful end.

“For decades we lived in these enclaves
without any government. There was no
school, no clinic, no stipends or food aid for
widows or the old,” said Naresh Chandra
Barman, who has chosen to become a
Bangladesh citizen. Officials of both nations
this month conducted surveys, asking resi-
dents to choose a country.

“The overwhelming majority of people
living in Indian enclaves in Bangladesh opted
for Bangladeshi citizenship,” Habibur
Rahman, a Bangladesh government coordi-
nator of the survey. — AFP

Bangladesh, India in historic land swap after 70 years

KABUL: The Taleban yesterday distanced
itself from peace talks that had been
expected this week with the Afghan gov-
ernment, while making no comment on
Kabul’s reported death of their leader
Mullah Omar.

Afghanistan on Wednesday said Omar
died two years ago in Pakistan, in the first
such official confirmation from Kabul after
unnamed government and militant
sources reported the demise of the reclu-
sive warrior-cleric. The insurgents have
not officially confirmed his death, and the
claim-just two days before a fresh round
of talks were expected-cast doubt over
the tenuous peace process.

“Media outlets are circulating reports
that peace talks will take place very soon...
either in the country of China or Pakistan,”
the Taleban said in an English-language
statement posted on their website yester-
day. “(Our) political office... are not aware
of any such process.” Hours later the
Pakistani foreign ministry said the second

round of talks,  which had been due to
take place today, had been postponed.
The ministry said the Taleban leadership
had asked for the postponement “in view
of the reports regarding the death of
Mullah Omar and the resulting uncertain-
ty”.

The Taleban’s earlier statement was
the first comment from the group, which
has waged an almost 14-year insurgency
against Afghan and foreign forces, since
Kabul’s dramatic announcement,  of
Omar’s death, citing “credible informa-
tion”. Omar has not been seen publicly
since the 2001 US-led invasion of
Afghanistan that toppled the Taleban
government in Kabul.

Haseeb Sediqi, the spokesman for
Afghanistan’s National Directorate of
Security, told AFP that Omar died in hos-
pital in the Pakistani city of Karachi “under
mysterious circumstances”.

Rumours of Omar’s ill-health and even
death have regularly surfaced in the past,

but the White House added weight to
Kabul’s latest assertion, calling reports of
his demise “credible”.

‘Existential crisis’ 
Omar’s death would mark a significant

blow to the Taleban, which is riven by
internal divisions and threatened by the
rise of the Islamic State group, the Middle
East jihadist outfit that is making steady
inroads in Afghanistan. Afghan officials
sat down with Taleban cadres earlier this
month in Murree, a holiday town in the
hil ls  north of the Pakistani capital
Islamabad, for their first face-to-face talks
aimed at ending the bloody insurgency.

They had agreed to meet again in the
coming weeks, drawing international
praise, and Afghan officials pledged to
press for a ceasefire in the second round.

Michael Kugelman, Afghanistan expert
at the Washington-based Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars,
said the “talks have... certainly lost their
momentum”. 

“Announcement of Omar’s death will
spark an existential crisis for the Taleban,
and the last thing that will be on its mind
are peace talks. It will need to focus on its
survival, not talks,” Kugelman told AFP.

A statement from the Afghan presi-
dential palace on Wednesday, however,
said grounds for the discussions are more
solid now than before, and implored all
insurgents to join the peace process. But
many of the insurgents’ ground com-
manders have openly questioned the
legitimacy of the Taleban negotiators,
exposing dangerous faultlines within the
movement.

The split within the Taleban over the
peace process has been worsened by the
emergence of a local branch of the Islamic
State group, which last year declared a
“caliphate” across large areas of Iraq and
Syria under its control.

The Taleban warned IS  recently
against expanding in the region, but this
has not stopped some fighters, inspired
by the group’s success, defecting to
swear allegiance to IS chief Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi instead of the invisible Mullah
Omar. — AFP

Former President Kalam 
buried in south India

NEW DELHI: Tens of thousands of people gathered in the southern
Indian town of Rameswaram yesterday for the burial of former
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, known as the father of the country’s
military missile program.

His body, carried in a glass topped hearse, was driven from his
home in the tiny fishing town to the cemetery where he had want-
ed to be buried. The 83-year-old Kalam died on Monday. People,
some carrying flowers, lined the streets as the hearse drove through
the town. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and scores of other
senior government officials were present at the funeral.

As president Kalam had been the supreme commander of
India’s armed forces and he was given all military honors before he
was buried. Kalam was president from 2002 until 2007. He was a sci-
entist and science administrator for four decades and was widely
known for his involvement in pioneering India’s nuclear and missile
programs.

For many it was his education role that inspired them the most.
Shakira Bano, a teacher in Rameswaram, told NDTV news channel
that the former president had been a huge inspiration to her and
many others in his hometown.  Kalam collapsed while delivering a
lecture to a group of management students in northeast India’s
Shillong city. He was rushed to the hospital but could not be
revived. The government has announced a week-long mourning
period. Both the government and opposition have mourned
Kalam’s death and described him as a great scientific mind and an
inspiration for millions of young Indians.

Through his time in office and after his term ended Kalam wrote
several books, mostly aimed at inspiring students. After his presi-
dential term ended, he traveled extensively to schools and colleges
across India. Kalam received several prestigious awards, including
Bharat Ratna, India’s top civil honor conferred by the government.

Kalam rose to the highest office in India from humble
beginnings. His father owned boats, which he rented out to
local fishermen. — AP

RAMESWARAM: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left,
lays a wreath near the mortal remains of former President
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam during his funeral ceremony at the Pei
Karumbu ground, in Rameswaram, India, yesterday. — AP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani women cry during an operation to tear down a poverty-
stricken neighbourhood where Afghan refugees and Pakistani tribal people
live in Islamabad yesterday. Teams of Capital Development Authority (CDA)
backed by a heavy contingent of police and security personnel began tearing
down the Afghan Basti area of the national capital, with angry residents
responding with protests and stone throwing. — AFP 

Taleban silent on Mullah 
Omar, disavow peace talks
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PYONGYANG: If any hopes have been raised that the progress
between the United States and Iran to halt Tehran’s development of
nuclear weapons could bring change in Pyongyang, North Korea has
gone out of its way to thwart them. In a flurry of public comments
since the deal, the North has been blunt: Its nuclear weapons are not a
bargaining chip; it is already a member of the nuclear club; and if
Washington wants to talk, it must recognize the North as such or put
an immediate end to its hostile policies toward Pyongyang.

Clearly, the differences between North Korea and Iran are vast.
North Korea has already gone down the negotiations road and come
out on the other end with a small but potentially threatening nuclear
arsenal. North Korea is also still technically at war with the US and has
a powerful rival and US ally, South Korea, along with tens of thou-
sands of US troops right across the Demilitarized Zone. Each year, US
and South Korea hold massive war games in preparation for a possi-
ble invasion from the North, or, as Pyongyang sees it, an invasion of
the North.

Rebel forces
The biggest issue of all, however, could simply be that it is not in

the DNA of North Korea’s leaders to flip-flop. Pyongyang’s desire for a
nuclear defense against the far superior US forces probably originates
with the country’s founder and first president, Kim Il Sung. For the cur-
rent leader, Kim Jong Un, his grandson, reversing that course would
be an unprecedentedly bold break with the past and bring into ques-
tion the portrayal of the ruling Kim dynasty as infallible.

When North Korean leaders ponder the option of giving up their
nuclear weapons - if they ever seriously do - the benefits Iran will likely
reap from its deal with the United States are probably not foremost
on their minds. More likely, they recall the fate of Libyan dictator
Moammar Gadhafi, who abandoned his nuclear program and ended
up being deposed, hunted down and killed by rebel forces after
months on the run. Though one didn’t directly lead to the other,
Gadhafi’s fate is seen in Pyongyang as a potent cautionary tale.

Without referring to the Iran talks, Kim Jong Un told veterans gath-
ered last week in Pyongyang for the 62nd anniversary of the armistice
that ended the fighting in the 1950-53 Korean War that peace has yet
to come to the Korean Peninsula. He held fast to the North’s constant
warnings to its people that they must be ready for another, final
showdown with the United States. He also said the North’s possession
of nuclear weapons has dramatically shifted the balance of power.

“Our force at present is not what it was in the 1950s, when we had
to fight with rifles in our hands against the US imperialists armed to
the teeth,” he said in the address, which was repeatedly broadcast on
television and carried in full in the North’s state-run newspapers. “We
now possess such a force as to fight any form of warfare of the choice
of the United States. We have a might powerful enough to deter the
United States from unleashing a nuclear war.”

‘Second Korean War’
North Korea’s new defense minister, in a separate speech, went

even further. He suggested that the “second Korean War” could be
right around the corner and warned the US that if it is, the North will
leave no Americans alive to sign a surrender document. South Korea’s

Foreign Ministry said in statement yesterday that North Korea appears
to be reacting defensively to increased international attention on its
nuclear weapons program following the Iranian nuclear deal. The
ministry urged Pyongyang to accept the proposed exploratory talks
by Seoul, Washington and others for resuming the long-stalled nego-
tiations aimed at ending the North’s nuclear program.

North Korea watchers stress that such rhetoric needs to be taken
with a big grain of salt. Whipping up domestic fears of an imminent
US threat is politically useful in North Korea and helps rally the nation
behind its leaders while distracting attention from the country’s many
economic problems and lack of social freedoms and individual rights.
But there are also signs the North could be planning to demonstrate
its defiance to US pressure by launching a rocket in conjunction with
large-scale celebrations for the 70th anniversary of the founding of its
ruling party on Oct 10. North Korea claims it has the right to launch a
rocket, which will carry a satellite, but the US and the United Nations
say that is in violation of international bans designed to keep it from
developing long-range missile technology. The technology for both is
very similar.

For the US, North Korea itself is the cautionary tale. Decades of
talks and agreements with the North failed spectacularly, and critics
worry Iran could try to play the same game. The Iran deal is opposed
by most lawmakers in the Republican-held US Congress, with some
drawing a direct comparison with the North Korea negotiations, start-
ing with the Agreed Framework agreement reached in 1994 under
President Bill Clinton. Under that deal, Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons
program was frozen in return for the provision of nuclear power reac-
tors and the eventual normalization of ties with the United States. The
deal subsequently unraveled.

Washington has been careful to point out the differences. “This is a
very different agreement from anything that ever existed with North
Korea,” Secretary of State John Kerry told a House Committee on
Foreign Affairs hearing Tuesday on the Iran deal. Kerry said the Iran
deal covers all possible nuclear-related activities - whereas the 1994
agreement with North Korea covered only its plutonium program. It
subsequently emerged the North was also seeking to use uranium for
an alternative route to developing nuclear weapons.

‘Anywhere, anytime’
Kerry also said Iran consented to a process of inspections of its

nuclear facilities - a highly problematic issue in dealings with
Pyongyang. Although critics contend the US has failed to achieve a
goal of assuring inspections “anywhere, anytime,” some experts say
the deal has a more rigorous verification procedure to ensure compli-
ance than the Agreed Framework had. Sydney Seiler, US special
envoy for the so-called six-party talks, the stalled forum that was cre-
ated to persuade Pyongyang to denuclearize, told reporters in Seoul
on Monday the Iran deal shows how negotiations can work when
both parties are willing to dance. “The Iran deal demonstrates the val-
ue and the possibilities that negotiations bring,” he said. “It demon-
strates again our willingness when we have a willing counterpart. It
demonstrates our flexibility when the DPRK makes the decision that it
wants to choose a different path. ... We have always stood ready to
engage in dialogue on this issue.”—AP

For North Korea, Iran-style
nuclear deal not an option

‘To inflict a cost for its unwillingness to negotiate’

BEIJING : Under the portraits of the late North Korean leaders, Kim Il Sung, left, and Kim Jong Il, North Korean Ambassador to
China Ji Jae Ryong stands up to leave after a press conference. — AP

China, Russia to hold
joint naval, air drills

BEIJING: China and Russia will hold joint military drills in the
waters and airspace of the Sea of Japan, Beijing said yesterday,
the latest defense cooperation between the countries.  The exer-
cises will take place August 20 to 28 in the Peter the Great Gulf
and other areas off the Russian coast, defense ministry
spokesman Yang Yujun told reporters.  A key purpose of the drills
was to “further enhance their capabilities of jointly coping with
maritime security threats”, Yang said, adding they will include
training in air defense, anti-submarine and surface warfare, and
landings. 

China will send seven naval ships including a destroyer and a
frigate, along with fighter jets and other aircraft, Yang said.
Russia’s contingent will include surface vessels, submarines and
fixed wing aircraft, he said, adding that both sides will dispatch
ship-borne helicopters and marines.  The drills come as Beijing
and Moscow intensify cooperation in military, political and eco-
nomic spheres. 

In May they conducted their first joint naval exercises in
European waters in the Black Sea and Mediterranean. It was
China’s farthest ever naval exercise from its home waters.
Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin hold frequent summits and their countries, both perma-
nent members of the United Nations Security Council, often take
similar stances there on divisive issues such as the conflict in
Syria. The waters of the Peter the Great Gulf, south of Vladivostok,
are close to where the borders of Russia, China and North Korea
come together.  Beijing and Tokyo are at odds over islands in the
East China Sea farther south controlled by Japan but claimed by
China, though both sides have made efforts to cool tensions
through dialogue, including meetings between Xi and Japanese
prime Minister Shinzo Abe. —AFP

Myanmar frees
Chinese loggers as
‘goodwill gesture’

YANGON: Myanmar yesterday freed 155 Chinese nationals, who
were last week given long jail terms for illegal logging, as a “goodwill”
gesture, authorities said, following intense lobbying from China. The
announcement comes after the sentences sharply raised tensions
between the once closely-bonded neighbors whose ties have cooled
since Myanmar began emerging from decades of military rule in
2011.The release forms part of a mass prisoner amnesty announced
yesterday with authorities ordering the nationwide release of 6,966
“well disciplined” detainees, including 210 foreigners, according to a
statement on the Ministry of Information website.

It said the move hoped to promote “goodwill and is aimed at
keeping a friendly relationship between countries”. The release
included all of the 155 Chinese nationals handed jail sentences for
illegal logging in northern Myanmar near their shared border,
Beijing’s foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei said in a statement.
“Myanmar informed China this morning that they will transfer the
above-mentioned persons tomorrow,” the statement said, adding
that there had been “intense communication” between the two
nations over the loggers.

Scared of China? 
The Chinese loggers were arrested in January during a crackdown

on illegal forestry activities in northern Kachin state, where a bloody
civil war has raged since 2011 and both military and rebel forces are
accused of profiting from the exploitation of the area’s rich natural
resources by companies from China. A court official in Kachin earlier
this month said 153 loggers were handed life sentences-usually
equivalent to 20 years-while two males aged under 18 were jailed for
10 years. The decision to jail the loggers sparked outraged editorials
in Chinese state media, but their release barely a week later was prov-
ing controversial on Myanmar websites yesterday. One report of the
release on the website of the local Kumudra news journal was met
with hundreds of angry comments accusing the government of
being “stupid” and “scared of the Chinese” among the more printable
insults. The group of loggers was freed mid-morning yesterday from
Myitkyina prison, according to witness Kyaw Kyaw Oo, a representa-
tive from a political prisoner activist group who was waiting outside
the jail to watch the release. “The Chinese prisoners were taken away
in five vehicles by immigration and prison officials,” he said.  It was
not immediately clear if any political prisoners were among those
freed in the release, the latest in a series of amnesties under the
reformist government that have seen sentences quashed for hun-
dreds of dissidents.—AFP
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SAINT-ANDR: Investigators scrambled yester-
day to study plane wreckage that washed up
on a tiny Indian Ocean island, fuelling hopes
that one of aviation’s greatest enigmas could
finally be solved: the mystery of missing flight
MH370. The two-meter (six-foot) long piece of
wreckage was found on the French island of
La Reunion, offering up bittersweet hope of
closure to the families of 239 people who dis-
appeared in March last year on the Malaysia
Airlines Boeing 777. Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak said the debris, believed to be a
part of a wing, was “very likely to be from a
Boeing 777 but we need to verify whether it is
from flight MH370.”

But as local French air transport police
studied the debris and experts from Malaysia
headed to the scene, authorities warned
against jumping to conclusions. “Whatever
wreckage is found needs to be further verified
before we can further confirm whether it
belongs to MH370,” Malaysian Transport
Minister Liow Tiong Lai told reporters in New
York, saying he hoped for answers “as soon as
possible”. Flight MH370 was travelling from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing when it mysteriously
turned off its route and vanished on March 8
last year. For relatives of those aboard, torn
between wanting closure and believing their
loved ones were still somehow alive, the dis-
covery was yet another painful turn on an
emotional rollercoaster.

“It has started all over again, staring at the
handphone constantly for news,” said
Jacquita Gonzales, wife of Patrick Gomes, the
flight’s cabin crew supervisor. Local govern-
ment officials on La Reunion said France’s civil
aviation investigating authority BEA has been
asked to coordinate an international probe
into the origin of the debris. “No theory is
being ruled out, including that it comes from
a Boeing 777,” La Reunion officials said. Najib
said authorities would ship the object to the
southern French city of Toulouse to be exam-
ined by the BEA. Further adding to the mys-
tery, what appeared to be a piece of luggage
was discovered in the same place as the plane
wreckage. “It is really weird, it gives me the
shivers,” said Johnny Begue, a member of a
beach clean-up crew who discovered the

plane debris on Wednesday.

‘Important development’ 
Australia, which has led a fruitless 16-

month search for MH370 in the southern
Indian Ocean, said the discovery was an
“important development”. “If it is indeed
wreckage from MH370, it starts to provide
some closure for the families of the people on
board,” said Australia’s Transport and
Infrastructure Minister Warren Truss.
Authorities involved in the search at sea,
guided by the analysis of signals from the
plane that were detected by a satellite,
believe it eventually went down in the south-
ern Indian Ocean.

But no confirmed physical evidence has
ever been found and Malaysian authorities in
January declared that all on board were pre-
sumed dead. Excitement over the discovery
was tempered by suggestions it could be
from planes that went down in the region
before, including a South African Airways
Boeing 747 that crashed near the island of
Mauritius in 1987, killing all 159 people on
board. Malaysia Airlines said it remained “too

premature for the airline to speculate (on) the
origin of the flaperon”, a wing component. La
Reunion lies about 4,000 kilometers (2,500
miles) from the area considered the most like-
ly impact zone, but experts said it could have
drifted there. “From the information that we
know about the oceanography and our com-
puter modeling, it is completely consistent
with the possible path of the debris originat-
ing from the current search area,” said
Charitha Pattiaratchi, an oceanographer with
the University of Western Australia.

‘Mixed feelings’ 
The discovery sparked more emotional tur-

moil for relatives of those missing. “I’m hope-
ful, in another respect, I’m not. I guess while
you don’t know, you still hope,” said Sara
Weeks, sister of MH370 passenger Paul Weeks
of New Zealand. “We need to know what hap-
pened... at least if it’s confirmed as a part of
the plane then we can go onto the next stage
which is still pretty similar to where we were
before-what happened, where’s the rest of
the plane and where’s my brother.” Angry
next of kin have accused Malaysia’s govern-
ment of incompetence, secrecy, and insensi-
tivity toward relatives, and many have ques-
tioned the focus on the Indian Ocean, saying
other possibilities were being ignored.

Speculation on the cause of the plane’s
disappearance has focused primarily on a
possible mechanical or structural failure, a
hijacking or terror plot, or rogue pilot action.
However, nothing has emerged to substanti-
ate any scenario, sustaining a flow of conspir-
acy theories, with books, documentaries and
a thriving online debate positing a range of
possibilities. These include suggestions that
the plane was diverted to Kazakhstan, or com-
mandeered to be used as a “flying bomb”
headed for US military installations on the
Diego Garcia atoll, and was shot down by the
Americans. The United States has dismissed
this. “We have had many false alarms before,
but for the sake of the families who have lost
loved ones, and suffered such heartbreaking
uncertainty, I pray that we will find out the
truth so that they may have closure and
peace,” said Najib. — AFP

MALAYSIA: In this March 13, 2014, photo, children run past dedication messages left for passengers and others involved with the missing
Malaysia Airlines jetliner MH370 on the walls of the Kuala Lumpur International Airport.

INDIAN OCEAN: In this March 31, 2014, pho-
to, the shadow of a Royal New Zealand Air
Force P3 Orion is seen on low level cloud
while the aircraft searches for missing
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370.óAP photos

Investigators scramble to 
analyze wreckage for MH370 link
‘Praying to find out the truth to have closure and peace’

China steps up
campaign to

remove church
crosses

SHANGHAI: Authorities in Wenzhou,
known as China’s Jerusalem, have given
Christian churches a deadline to remove
prominent crosses within weeks, wor-
shippers and an activist group said yes-
terday, stepping up a long-running
campaign. The eastern province of
Zhejiang, where Wenzhou is located,
earlier this year proposed rules requir-
ing crosses for Catholic and Protestant
churches to be attached to the front of
the building, rather than on the roof.
They must also be no more than a tenth
of the building’s height. The move came
after Wenzhou authorities last year
demolished the large Sanjiang Church,
following government claims it was an
illegal structure. 

Three parishes under Wenzhou’s
jurisdiction told AFP that local officials
had renewed demands for churches to
remove the remaining crosses them-
selves, threatening to take them down if
they did not comply. A member of the
Yongqiang Parish said: “Talk has been
spreading that in the past two days,
more than 10 crosses have been torn
down in Wenzhou.” Officials had
ordered crosses on eight churches to be
removed by September 20, he added.

A pastor in Pingyang said that
“almost all” of the county’s 135 churches
had been told to remove crosses. “Until
now, the crosses of small churches in
rural areas have been removed. But it
will come to the big churches in the
end,” he added. The campaign is not
restricted to Wenzhou, but with an esti-
mated number of Christians of more
than a million, it presents a prominent
target. Bob Fu, president of US-based
religious rights group the China Aid
Association, said the pace has “definitely
increased”.  “It seems there is a govern-
ment directive to finish the campaign
under a deadline,” he said. 

But church members said they had
seen no formal documents, and
received only verbal orders. “Now we
have people guarding the churches. It’s
also likely that there will be clashes,”
said a church representative in
Tengqiao town. The government moves
have generated opposition. Photos cir-
culated online showed worshippers
making small wooden crosses, painted
red, to be displayed as a form of protest.
Priests also demonstrated outside the
Wenzhou government offices last week,
according to Catholic news service
UCAN.    

An article in the state-backed Global
Times newspaper on Wednesday quot-
ed government religious officials as say-
ing crosses had been “relocated”
indoors for “the sake of safety and beau-
ty”. The state-linked China Christian
Council estimates the country has
around 20 million Christians — exclud-
ing Catholics-in official churches super-
vised by the authorities. But the true
number of worshippers could be higher,
at least 40 million to 60 million, accord-
ing to some estimates, as some pray at
“underground” or “house” churches
which seek to exist outside government
control. — AFP
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Lebanese singer Nancy
Ajram performs at the
Jarash Festival of
Culture and Arts, on July
29, 2015 at the South
Theatre of Jordan’s
ancient Greek-Roman
city of Jarash . — AFP
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During last summer’s Gaza war, Khader Abu Seif was living
with his then Israeli boyfriend in Tel Aviv, wondering
whether Hamas rockets could reach them from the coastal

strip. He thought yet again of the dichotomy of his life as a gay
Arab Israeli citizen considered an outcast by the Palestinian socie-
ty for his sexuality and viewed with unease by some Israelis for his
brand of nationality.

The rockets were not the only thing that made him feel unsafe.
Outside, Israeli extremists rallied on the streets against Hamas’
attacks with chants of “Death to Arabs.” Abu Seif was afraid to
speak Arabic, his mother tongue, in his native Tel Aviv, the Middle
East’s most gay-friendly city. For the 27-year-old, a well-known
socialite in Tel Aviv’s LGBT community, the city is a haven for gay
men, but Abu Seif says he considers himself a Palestinian and that
as such, he can never fully integrate. His struggles, along with
those of two other protagonists are the subject of “Oriented,” a
new Israeli documentary, touted as the first to focus on gay
Palestinian citizens.

The privately funded film is British director Jake Witzenfeld’s
first feature documentary. It premiered in June at the Sheffield
Film Festival in England and the Los Angeles Film Festival in the
United States but has not made it to the Middle East yet. During
an interview this week at a spacious apartment in Jaffa - the
mixed Arab-Jewish city merged with Tel Aviv - the three protago-
nists of “Oriented,” sporting the latest trend in beards, could easi-
ly be mistaken for any hip Jewish residents of Tel Aviv.

The liberal Israeli city is considered a gay refuge in an other-
wise largely intolerant Middle East, where in some places, gays
are persecuted and sometimes killed. Same-sex relations are pun-
ishable by death in Iran, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and
Yemen. Some gay Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

have fled their conservative homes to come out in Tel Aviv. Even
in Jerusalem, the same gay friendly climate does not always
thrive. Abu Seif is critical of Israel, his country of citizenship, over
its policies toward Palestinians but also criticizes the Palestinian
society, where homosexuality remains taboo and where there is
little tolerance for gays.

Families’ reactions
On his documents, he is an Arab citizen of Israel, like the two

other protagonists in “Oriented” 27-year-old Fadi Daeem and 26-
year-old Naeem Jiryes. The Arab minority makes up about 20 per-
cent of Israel’s population. All three are fluent in both Arabic and
Hebrew and easily switch between the languages. But while in Tel
Aviv their sexuality is hardly an issue, they say their national iden-
tity is. “At the airport while my Jewish partners ... are already at
the duty free, I’m still being checked,” said Abu Seif, referring to
the extra level of scrutiny Arab Israelis often face. “So I’m for sure
not an Israeli gay man. I’m gay something. So I’m gay Palestinian.”

Daeem, who works as a nurse, said he was initially hesitant to
be part of the documentary because of the stigma among some
Palestinians that such films “normalize” relations with Israel. His
colleagues in Israel often “don’t understand how a guy living in
Israel still identifies himself as Palestinian, especially when he’s
gay,” Daeem added. And to add another complex layer to his per-
sonal life, Daeem is now living with an Israeli partner. In addition
to their Palestinian identities, the film also explores how each of
the three friends dealt with their families’ reactions when they
came out. Daeem’s family, the more liberal one, has entirely
accepted his lifestyle, while Abu Seif says he is close with his
mother but has not been in contact with his father, who refused
to accept that he is gay.

Sick or ‘in a phase’
Jiryes, the most shy of the three, came out to his conservative

family during the shooting of the film and their relationship has
been strained since - his parents insisted that he see a psychia-
trist, arguing that he must be “sick” or “in a phase.” Despite the
freedom of coming out, Daeem said he would not urge every
Palestinian to do so because of the difficulties it entails. “I’m
always careful to talk about it to tell people to come out,” he said.
In the film, the three grapple with contradictions that are part of
their lives as gay Palestinians and Israeli Arab citizens, and com-
pare themselves to Palestinian gays living in the West Bank and
Gaza.

“I think that in the Palestinian society, the (LGBT) struggle
exists underground,” Daeem said, citing a growing gay life in
Ramallah, the central Palestinian city in the West Bank. “It evolves
gradually.” Witzenfeld, the British director, said that as a Jew, he
was “intrigued by this Palestinian national gay voice coming out
of Tel Aviv.” “The film is shifting people to these gray spaces were
you are forced to confront these complicated identities,”
Witzenfeld said. The three friends plan to someday show the film
in Israeli and Palestinian communities, though they say “it will be
hard” to do so. For Abu Seif, it’s important that he identifies him-
self as a Palestinian, rather than an Arab Israeli. “This is my basic
right to define myself as a Palestinian, because if I didn’t do it, my
people will be forgotten,” he said. “And I think if I didn’t do it my
(Palestinian) people will not have to face the fact that I exist” as a
gay man. — AP

Fadi Daeem, from left, Khader Abu Seif and Naeem Jiryes, protagonists of the documentary
movie ‘Oriented’ during an interview with The Associated Press in Jaffa, mixed Jewish-Arab
part of Tel Aviv, Israel. — AP photos

Khader Abu Seif, from left, Naeem Jiryes and Fadi Daeem, protagonists of the documentary
movie ‘Oriented’ during an interview.

New film highlights struggles

of gay Palestinians in Israel

Salma Hayek’s feature film “Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet”
opens in US cinemas next month and the actress and co-
producer says that animation was key in adapting the

1923 book for the screen. The movie, which draws on the
Lebanese writer’s poetic essays, tells the story of a headstrong
girl, Almitra, who makes friends with poet Mustafa - in jail for
his work which has been deemed dangerous.

Hayek, who also provides the voice for Almitra’s mother,
Kamila, told Reuters the story was best told through anima-
tion. “You can express more in a sensation through the art and
the music and the poetry,” she said at the film’s premiere in
Los Angeles on Wednesday night. “The movie is about free-
dom, and animation gave us the freedom to be more faithful

to the theme of the film.”
Academy Award nominees Liam Neeson and Quvenzhane

Wallis provide the voices of Mustafa and Almitra in the film.
Hayek, whose grandfather was Lebanese, travelled to Gibran’s
birthplace, Bcharre village, in April to pay tribute. “It is such an
iconic book,” she said. “It has sold more than 120 million
copies around the world. It is so beloved, so it was important
to get it right.” “Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet” opens in New
York and Los Angeles on Aug 7. A wider US release is set for
later in the month.-Reuters

Hayek says animation key for 
‘Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet’

Salma Hayek, left, and daughter Valentina Paloma Pinault
attend the LA Special Screening of ‘Kahlil Gibran’s The
Prophet’ held at LACMA’s Bing Theatre on Wednesday. — AP
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Lebanese soprano Joyce El-Khoury , Peruvian Tenor Juan Diego Florez  and American Conductor Christopher Franklin perform
during the opening of the 30th Beiteddine Festival in Lebanon’s Chouf mountains on July 29, 2015. — AFP

John Legend is bringing his talents to a TV drama about
Southern slaves fighting for freedom. WGN America says
Legend and his production company will be in charge of the

score and soundtrack for “Underground.” The drama is in produc-
tion in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. It stars Aldis Hodge as the organ-
izer of an escape effort by plantation slaves. 

Jurnee Smollett-Bell and Christopher Meloni co-star. WGN
America told a Television Critics Association meeting Wednesday
that Legend’s company will also serve as an executive producer
for the drama. In a statement, Legend says he believes the story
of people brave enough to risk everything for freedom will be
inspirational. He and his songwriting partner, Common, won an
Oscar this year for the song “Glory” from the civil rights movie
“Selma.” “Underground” will air in 2016 on WGN America. — AP

Legend to handle music for 
slave drama ‘Underground’

Kanye, Smith, the 
Who set for HeartRadio

Music Festival

Kanye West, Sam Smith, Janet Jackson and the Who
are some of the A-listers set for the iHeartRadio Music
Festival this fall. IHeartMedia announced yesterday

that Lil Wayne, Coldplay, the Weeknd and Blake Shelton will
also perform during the two-day event in Las Vegas on Sept
18-19. The festival, in its fifth year, will take place at the
MGM Grand Garden Arena. Ryan Seacrest will host the
event.

Tickets go on sale Saturday for the general public. Other
performers include David Guetta, Kenny Chesney, Fall Out
Boy, Disclosure, Duran Duran, Prince Royce, Diplo, the
Killers and Jason Derulo. The festival will live stream on
Yahoo! and iHeartMedia’s radio stations. It will air as a two-
night special on The CW Network on Sept 29-30. — AP

Standing in front of artwork depicting
Manhattan as a yellow submarine and John
Lennon as the pilot displaying the peace

sign, Yoko Ono joined Bono and other guests to
honor her late husband Wednesday. Ono said
the tapestry at Ellis Island is “so special” and that
the Beatles band member would have loved it.
Lennon appears on the artwork commissioned
by Art for Amnesty founder Bill Shipsey to thank
Ono on behalf of human rights group Amnesty
International. The organization raised more than
$5 million in royalties from covers of Lennon’s
post-Beatles music since 2004.

The artwork showing Manhattan as a yellow
submarine in a sea of blue is on display at the
Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration.
Music executive Jimmy Iovine, U2 rocker Bono,
and his bandmate The Edge, covered the cost
for New-York based Czech artist Peter Sis to
design the commemorative piece. “This is a very
happy moment for the family,” Ono said.

At the event, City Council Speaker Melissa
Mark-Viverito declared July 29 as John Lennon
Day. Bono, who is coming off an eight-show run
at Madison Square Garden, also gave remarks
about the significance of the tapestry being at
Ellis Island and claimed Lennon as Irish. “Let’s
claim him. In fact, let’s claim all the Beatles not
as immigrants but as Irish,” Bono said. The tap-
estry unveiling marks the 40th anniversary of
Lennon getting his green card. “John had to
fight to get here,” Ono said. “John had to fight
to actually be accepted here.” Lennon who is
originally from Liverpool, England, appeared in
several deportation hearings in the early 1970s.
He initially was not granted US residency, but
that decision was overturned in 1975.—AP

John Legend arrives for the opening ceremony and the screening
of the film ‘La Tete Haute’ (Standing Tall), at the 68th internation-
al film festival, Cannes, southern France. — AP

Bono, second right, The Edge, center, of the Irish rock band U2, stand with Yoko Ono, widow
of John Legend, third right, and Salil Shetty, Secretary General of Amnesty International,
right, and others in front of a tapestry depicting the island of Manhattan. — AP

Lennon honored with artwork 
showing him in yellow submarine

Sam Smith performs at the 2015 Clive Davis Pre-Grammy
Gala show. — AP photos

Kanye West performs during the World AIDS Day (RED)
concert in Times Square.
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China’s proposed Winter Olympics co-host boasts pristine ski
slopes carpeted with artificial snow, but the city once dubbed
the country’s “fur capital” is also home to tens of thousands of

caged rabbits and mink bred for their skins. The Chinese bid, the
favorite to win the right to host the 2022 games on Friday, combines
ice sports in Beijing with skiing events in Zhangjiakou, some 200 kilo-
meters (120 miles) north of the capital. Described by the bid commit-
tee as “ideal for snow sports”, the city was better known for producing
furs under the Qing dynasty that ended a century ago and the indus-
try still employs at least 70,000 people in the area.

It will generate more than five billion yuan ($800 million) of busi-
ness this year, provincial officials say, and includes more than 1,500
firms processing pelts into products. The Zhangjiakou city govern-
ment, which subsidizes the sector, said on its website the breeding of
fur animals has reached a “high water mark”, with new projects
emerging as fast as “bamboo shoots after spring rain”. On one farm
on the city’s outskirts, hundreds of mink, rabbits and foxes were
packed into rows of wire cages barely large enough for them to pace
around. Several of them had empty water bowls when AFP visited in
baking summer heat, with faeces piled up beneath the cages while a
foetid smell hung in the air. “Zhangjiakou is a famous place for fur pro-
duction,” said owner Wang Yonglin. “We breed the animals ourselves.
It has been very lucrative.”

‘Warm and fashionable’ 
Prospects for fur makers seemed bleak in the 1990s, as a backlash

over animal cruelty led some countries to ban production and super-
models posed with the slogan “I’d Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur”.
But today mink and fox fur are regulars at the world’s top fashion
shows and the global trade is worth more than $40 billion, according
to industry estimates. China has emerged as the world’s biggest
exporter of fur clothing and accessories, a boon to European raw
material suppliers such as Denmark, where a third of exports to Asia’s
largest economy are skins.

Europe produced 41.2 million mink in 2014, according to industry
group Fur Europe, whose spokesman Mick Madsen told AFP: “As a
general rule, 80 percent of European fur production goes to China”.
Most firms in the Zhangjiakou area are manufacturers using pelts
from elsewhere, although one of its fur farms boasts 32,000 rabbits.
The Yangyuan International Fur City mall in the municipality describes
itself as a “goldmine for wealthy fur traders” and has more than 30,000
square meters (36,000 square yards) of floor space packed with shops
selling mink coats and fox scarves. 

Next door a government-funded museum celebrates the indus-
try’s history, dating back to prehistoric times. Both Zhangjiakou’s may-
or and its more powerful Communist Party secretary have visited the
mall, and its CEO Felix Wang said it was “packed” with buyers from
China and abroad during the winter peak season. “Chinese people
love to wear mink,” he said. “First because it’s warm and secondly
because it’s fashionable.”

‘Torturing’ animals 
Animal rights groups widely oppose the fur industry, and have

shot footage apparently showing animals in European fur farms that
have eaten each other’s tails, or live on piles of excrement. The
Spanish parent company of high street chain Zara said in February it
had stopped selling angora garments after campaign group PETA
released videos of Chinese fur farm employees apparently pulling out
hair from screeching live rabbits. China has no laws protecting non-
endangered animals, although industry regulations state that cages
for mink should be well cleaned and at least 60 centimeters (24 inch-
es) long, 30 cm wide and 45 cm high.

European fur firms “have moved production to China to serve
their interests, exploiting the lack of animal protection laws and low
consciousness of animal protection”, said Zhang Yuanyuan of ACT
Asia’s China office, part of the country’s small but growing animal pro-
tection movement. “I hope if awarded the Winter Olympics
Zhangjiakou will take the opportunity to change and reform this cruel
industry,” she said. Producers in the city insisted their fur came from
animals that have been killed before being skinned, usually by elec-
trocution or lethal injection, and farm owner Wang said the business
differed little from the meat industry.

PETA Asia’s vice president Jason Baker said having the Olympics in
Zhangjiakou could “help modernize the city while doing away with an
industry that profits from suffering”. “I think both the International
Olympic Committee and the Chinese government know that there is
no future in the fur industry,” he added. But local officials see both the
fur trade and Olympics as opportunities for development, and Wang
described the games as “a great opportunity for us”. “This county was
poor 30 years ago, now there are BMWs everywhere,” he said.
“Holding the Olympics will encourage more people to come here and
buy fur.”— AFP

Fur trade a goldmine for 

China’s Olympic bid city

Fox cubs in cages at a farm which breeds animals for fur in
Zhangjiakou. 

Dead rabbits at a farm which breeds animals for fur in
Zhangjiakou.

Racoon-dogs in their cages at a farm which breeds animals
for fur in Zhangjiakou.

Fur coats at a store in the Yangyuan International Fur City in
Zhangjiakou, in Chinaís Hebei province. — AFP photos

A woman in a store selling fur coats at the Yangyuan
International Fur City in Zhangjiakou.

Women preparing fur in a workshop in the Yangyuan
International Fur City.

Women preparing fur in a workshop in the Yangyuan
International Fur City.

A woman preparing fur in a workshop in the Yangyuan
International Fur City.

A comb used for brushing fur at a workshop.



L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2015

As she eyes the colorful ice creams on offer at a Baskin-
Robbins in one of Manila’s most luxurious shopping cen-
ters, Philippine teenager Jamie Gamboa admits to being an

incurable mall rat but not only for the shopping. “It is the only
place where you can just walk around without having to spend,
and there are a lot of things to entertain us,” said the petite 16-
year-old, surrounded by a gaggle of friends. “We tried other
places but it’s more of a hassle. In parks, there isn’t enough to do.
A museum or a zoo isn’t a place you go to more than once.”

With their functions expanding from shopping and dining to
venues for Catholic mass, Zumba workouts or even weddings,
experts say malls are taking on a more important role at the heart
of communities. Filipino life traditionally revolved around a public
square, with a church, local government building and market
attached, where adults socialized and children played, according
to urban planner Felino Palafox. But while malls have long been a
mainstay of urban Manila-the capital has at least 153 peppering
its skyline-the neon-lit consumer temples are now sweeping
across the Philippine archipelago, penetrating even rural areas.
“They have replaced the public plazas as gathering places,”
Palafox said.

City lungs ‘lost’ 
As the Philippines’ population has boomed in recent decades,

soaring from 68 million in 1995 to 100 million in 2015, creeping
urbanization has magnified the appeal of malls to residents and
businesses alike. But this has come at the expense of green
spaces, left languishing through neglect, short-sightedness and
poor urban planning. We are losing the lungs of the city,” said
Palafox. Provincial grocer Wendy Tan remembers how she and
her friends used to play in the sprawling, verdant plaza in
Mambusao, a central Philippine town of about 38,000 people.

But as the park deteriorated over time, the locals searched for
the next best thing-a spanking new, 300-hectare (740-acre) air-
conditioned shopping mall in Roxas city, about an hour’s drive
away. “There are no more tall trees. No more fountains. There is
no more shade so it is too hot,” she said. So the mall developers
stepped in, sometimes even leasing green spaces to build retail
complexes. “They know very well that the government is not
delivering services so they address those. If the government does
not create public spaces, they will build public spaces,” said Jorge

Mojarro, a Spanish PhD student studying Philippine culture. 
“It is not that Filipinos do not like parks. They are just not being

offered parks,” he added. But many Filipinos don’t seem to mind,
seeing malls as safer than the streets-the crime rate remains high
in Manila, despite police figures showing a fall nationwide-and a
way to relax in cool surroundings. Jacqueline Luis, a 48-year-old

mother of three, says malls are a sanctuary for her family away
from the tropical heat and traffic-choked thoroughfares of the
urban metropolis. 

“You can let them (kids) go to the amusement centre or watch
a movie while you shop. And then you can all just meet up at the
same place later,” she said. Even the smallest towns are trying to
attract malls. Dean Villa, mayor of Larena, on the tiny island of
Siquijor, has entered into a joint venture with a private firm to
develop a mall in his community of about 13,000. He hopes the
new mall will attract people to spend money in his town-includ-
ing local residents. “Over here, as soon as pay-day comes, every-
one hops on the ferry to Dumaguete City, about an hour’s ride
away, because they already have a mall there,” he said.

Not just shopping 
As their steady march continues, malls are swallowing many of

the services typically found in the public square.  Many boast
chapels as well as child-care centers, allowing families in the
devoutly Catholic nation to combine religious and family duties
with shopping. Satellite government offices in shopping centers
allow Filipinos to pay utility bills and get documents such as voter
ID cards, business permits, driver’s licenses and passports. 

The election commission is even considering allowing voting in
malls. “We evolve to what is needed by the people,” said Alex
Pomento, vice-president of the country’s largest mall chain, SM
Prime Holdings.  The group often hosts free community events in
their malls such as mass weddings, school graduations, Zumba
workouts and singing contests-events once held in town plazas.
The rise of Internet shopping does not worry the company, with
four more of its malls set to open this year on top of the current 50.

“Our malls are destination places,” Pomento said. In an ironic
twist, some larger malls are now literally replacing the lost parks by
building expansive rooftop gardens to make them more attractive
and in a nod to environmental concerns. “Nowhere else in the
world has a population so absorbed the shopping-mall lifestyle,
Paul Santos, vice-president of the Philippine Retailers Association
told AFP. “It’s not something you can stop.”—AFP

Eat, pray, shop: Philippine malls
become the new town plazas

A mass wedding held inside a shopping center in Manila. — AFP photos
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Simple and easy 
ground beef dinners 
From Italian style cooking to delicious Mexican burritos, it takes just an hour - or less -

to prepare these hearty meals made with ground beef.

Ingredients 
1/4 cup dry breadcrumbs
1/4 cup chopped onion
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1 tablespoon minced garlic
1 teaspoon oregano
1/2 teaspoon salt and pepper
1 lb ground beef

6 tablespoons parmesan cheese, divided
1 (15 ounce) can tomato sauce
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
Hot cooked spaghetti

Preparation
Mix the first 7 ingredients. Add ground
beef, and 3 T parmesan and mix well.

Shape into 6 patties. Brown patties for 2
minutes per side. Mix tomato sauce and
Italian seasoning, pour over patties.
Reduce heat,cover and simmer for 15
minutes. Place spaghetti on plate. Add
pattie, and spoon sauce over. Sprinkle
with remaining parmesan cheese.

Italian Ground Beef



Ingredients 
3 lbs ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 medium green pepper, chopped
2 celery ribs, chopped
2 (16 ounce) cans kidney beans, rinsed and drained
1 (29 ounce) can tomato puree
1 (16 ounce) jar salsa
1 (14 1/2 ounce) can diced tomatoes, undrained
1 (26 ounce) can condensed beef broth, undiluted
1 -2 cup water
1/4 cup chili powder
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce

1 tablespoon dried basil
2 teaspoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons steak sauce
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon salt and pepper

Preparation 
In a large Dutch oven, cook the beef and next 3 ingredients over medi-
um heat until meat is browned and vegetables are tender; drain. Stir in
the beans and remaining ingredients,except for additional onions and
cheddar cheese. Bring to a boil; reduce heat; simmer uncovered, for 30
minutes or until chili reaches desired thickness. Ladle into serving
bowls; garnish with chopped onion and cheddar cheese, if desired.

Ground Beef Chili 

Ground Beef

Burritos

Ingredients 
MEAT FILLING
1 lb lean ground beef
1 5/8 ounces dry burrito mix (1.62 ounce package McCormick Burrito Seasoning
Mix)
3/4-1 cup water, warm (Up to 1 cup. The more water added, the longer cooking
time to boil it down.)

TORTILLA and CONDIMENTS
4 burrito-size flour tortillas
6 tablespoons sour cream
1 cup four-cheese Mexican blend cheese (Kraft fancy shred)
2 roma tomatoes, diced
4 green onions, sliced into thin rings
8 tablespoons salsa (Authentic Mexican Salsa)

Preparation
With your clean hands start by adding 3/4 to 1 cup of warm water and the burri-
to seasoning packet in a large pot. Place the raw hamburger in the liquid and

use your hands to break all down so there are no chunks. Bring the mixture to a
full boil then reduce the heat and allow to simmer, stirring occasionally, until
all the liquid has been absorbed. Place a tortilla on a plate and cover with a
damp towel. Microwave on high for 15 seconds. Remove tortilla from the
microwave, uncover. Slightly off center of the tortilla, spread on 2 tablespoons
of sour cream on the tortilla. Place 1/4 of the ground beef on top of the sour
cream. Place 1/4 cup of the cheese blend on top of the ground beef. Sprinkle on
tomatoes and green onions.  Fold the front of the tortilla over the filling. Tuck
the left and right sides of the tortilla inside as you roll. Roll the belly on top of
the back so the weight of the filling holds it together. Use a small piece of mask-
ing tape if necessary, but remember to use only edible tape.
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amazing animated
films for adults 8

Bambi (1942)

It may be Walt Disney’s greatest animated achievement. Yet a lot of parents won’t let their
children near it, and the reason - the famously upsetting moment when a hunter’s bullet
kills Bambi’s mother - is why this classic about a deer’s coming of age is a far more indelible

movie for adults than kids. Yes, there are scattered moments of anthropomorphic adorability,
but this is really a primal tale about the great cycle of nature - and, as such, a talking-animal car-
toon cleansed of fantasy. From its stunning opening shot, the film turns the woods into a pas-
toral diorama that glistens with mystery. And the forest-fire climax may be the most powerful
sequence of any Disney cartoon, as the do-or-die setting teaches Bambi to take the place of
those who went before him.

When the Wind Blows (1986)

The Snowman has become a television staple at Christmas, but another Raymond Briggs
adaptation is even better. A lovely mix of animation techniques, with a few live-action
clips interspersed, When the Wind Blows tells the story of Jim and Hilda (voiced by John

Mills and Peggy Ashcroft), two mild-mannered pensioners who are pottering contentedly
around their spick-and-span Sussex cottage when a Soviet nuclear strike lays waste to Britain.
Jim and Hilda keep calm and carry on, but their desperate cheeriness can’t save them from radi-
ation poisoning. A satire that elicits chuckles and sobs simultaneously, When the Wind Blows
pokes affectionate fun at the couple’s well-meaning naivety, but it burns with Briggs’ white-hot
anger at the injustice of nuclear war. A masterpiece - although not one to watch at Christmas. 

This landmark pop art fairy tale starring mod mock-ups of The
Beatles was a one-movie revolution: overnight, mainstream fea-
ture animation - for three decades the province of Disney -

proved that it could go madly psychedelic. Even given a story that’s all
floating surrealist conceits and postmodern puns, there is much for
children to love about the Fab Four’s showdown with the Blue
Meanies. Yet it takes a grown-up audience to savour the full flavour of
Yellow Submarine’s eclectic visual virtuosity, from the Peter Max
dreamscapes of Pepperland to the sounds of Eleanor Rigby accompa-
nying a Liverpool scene that looks like a Warhol silk screen. 

Yellow Submarine (1968)
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Grave of the Fireflies (1988)

If you’re in the mood for a phenomenally depressing anti-war double bill, follow When the
Wind Blows with Grave of the Fireflies, which also revolves around an apocalyptic bombing
and a pair of innocents struggling for survival. What’s especially bleak about this astonishing

Japanese film is that the innocents are a young boy and his apple-cheeked little sister. With
their saucer eyes and their exquisitely observed mood swings, Seita and Setsuko are as lovable
as any Studio Ghibli moppets, but instead of contending with the demons and spirits that are
Ghibli’s trademark, they are crushed by the horrors of World War Two. First, their home town is
razed by American firebombs and their mother is burnt alive. Then they go to stay with a cal-
lous aunt who resents them. And after that, things start to get really bad. Unbearable but
essential. 

Wallace and Gromit: The Curse 

of the Were-Rabbit (2005)

It’s not just Nick Park and Steve Box’s claymation method that’s proudly old-school. So is the
slightly batty nature of their slapstick comedy. To fully appreciate it, it helps to be a grown-
up grounded in the film’s many pop culture references. As we watch Wallace, the fuddy-

duddy inventor hero, and his wordless (but much smarter) dog Gromit attempt to save a giant
vegetable contest from the jaws of a monster rabbit, the film whizzes by with casual absurdity -
“Get your ‘angry mob’ supplies here!” says one entrepreneur. Yet it still finds room for a climax
in which Gromit, piloting a propeller plane, saves the day with maneuvers that are every bit as
heroic - and intricate - as the balletic but propulsive exploits of Indiana Jones. 

Waking Life (2001)

Richard Linklater is best known for his celebrated 12-year project, Boyhood, but even
before he began it, he had proven just how daring and original he was with his psyche-
delic symposium Waking Life. Drifting between documentary and drama, the film is a

loosely connected series of musings on quantum mechanics, neurobiology, reincarnation and
the nature of reality. And if that weren’t offbeat enough, a team of artists has rotoscoped a lay-
er of pulsating imagery over the top of the video footage. Some cynics might say that the acid-
trip visuals are there to hold the viewer’s attention when the far-out theorizing gets a bit too
pretentious. But the hall-of-mirrors wooziness also illustrates the film’s central thesis: that the
world around us may all be a dream. - Nicholas Barber (Credit: Fox Searchlight Pictures)

At first, it seems a contradiction that a lively and entertaining animated film would also
treat history with bone-deep seriousness. Yet after watching this adaptation of Marjane
Satrapi’s graphic novel about her experience of growing up in Iran before, during and

after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, it’s almost hard to imagine animation not being used in such
a gravely relevant way. The film recreates the deliberately flat, monochromatic elegance of
Satrapi’s visual style, but there’s nothing black and white about her character: she’s in perma-
nent rebellion - not just against the Iranian regime, but against the pampered outsiders she
meets in France and, indeed, the skeptical restlessness of her own nature. The result is at once
tragic and uplifting: about as far from kids’ stuff as you can get. 

Persepolis (2007)

The Triplets of
Belleville (2003)

Sylvain Chomet’s gloriously eccentric debut film almost
defies description. A surreal, quintessentially French
adventure with lots of toe-tapping tunes and barely any

dialogue, The Triplets of Belleville features a miniature old
woman who crosses the Atlantic in a pedal boat, two identical
Mafiosi who kidnap a Tour de France cyclist and three singers
who use dynamite to catch the frogs they eat for dinner. It’s a
joyously madcap comedy, and yet it has a dark undertow of
melancholy and dread. It is beautifully hand-drawn and paint-
ed, and yet it wouldn’t flow so smoothly without cutting-edge
digital help. And while it pays nostalgic tribute to Josephine
Baker, Jacques Tati, Max Fleischer and others, nothing quite
like it had ever been seen before. 
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The deal lifts a wide range of sanctions
on the country. If the economy starts
developing as fast as expected, cash is

bound to be poured into improving the
tourism bedrocks: hotels, restaurants, trans-
port, sports and adventure facilities. At long
last, Iran’s airline industry will be able to
replace its ancient planes, making the coun-
try’s huge span easier and safer to cover by
air.  Hopes are high that warmer diplomatic
relations will translate to easier visa process-
es (not a minute too soon) and in future,

even hitting the famous bazaars with an
international bank card won’t be out of the
question.

In other words, there’s about to be a brand
new tourism heavyweight on the block. Iran
has a huge amount to offer travelers, with
highlights including ancient ruins, fabulously
tiled palaces and  dizzying mountain scenery,
not to mention the famous hospitality  - chat-
ting over tea with people who are delighted
at the prospect of welcoming a surge of visi-
tors will undoubtedly be one of the most

memorable experiences of a trip. Plan your
journey around these top destinations.

Esfahan
Esfahan’s tree-lined boulevards, Persian

gardens and iconic Islamic buildings deliver
the city’s reputation as a living museum of
traditional culture. Many of the top sights are
in the sprawling Naqsh-e Jahan, one of the
world’s largest public squares. It holds the
Masjed-e Shah, a mosque covered in vibrant,
blue-tiled mosaics and an absolute master-

piece of Safavid-era architecture.  The Kakh-e
Ali Qapu is also here, a six-storey palace with
plenty to explore including an elevated ter-
race, throne room featuring original decora-
tion, and a top-floor music room with stucco
walls. Get a sense of the glories of the former
capital of Persia by slowly crossing the his-
toric bridges of the Zayandeh River at sunset
- there’s a wonderful social scene along the
riverbanks, especially on Fridays, when fami-
lies boat, stroll and picnic in this scenic set-
ting.

Huge change is afoot in Iran.  The historic nuclear deal between Iran and six world powers
means fresh dynamics in the Middle East, a change in the world’s perception of Iranians,
wild speculation about oil prices...all this and more. But what we really want to know is -
will the country become more travel-friendly? The answer is almost certainly, yes.

T r a v e l
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Persepolis
Magnificent Persepolis embodies ancient
grandeur, with its monumental staircases,
exquisite reliefs and imposing gateways.
Dating back to around 520 BC, it was devel-
oped by generations of rulers and became
the ceremonial capital at the heart of an enor-
mous empire, a showcase designed to awe
visitors with its scale and beauty. The
Apadana Palace is the grandest sight of all,
with evocative bas-reliefs along the northern
wall showing scenes of past splendor.

Tabriz
Shoppers have been hitting the magnificent
bazaar of Tabriz for over a millennium. It
stretches over a staggering 7 sq km with
numerous caravanserais and impressive tim-
chehs (halls) and is the perfect place to hag-
gle for honey, carpets, jewelry and countless
other souvenirs. Once a significant Silk Road
trading station, the bazaar is worth a visit
even if you don’t plan on buying anything -
the intensity of the smells, colors, noise and
bustle are more than enough of an experi-
ence.

Alborz Mountains
For hiking, skiing, or admiring, you couldn’t
ask for a more perfect setting than Alborz
Mountains. 

The fabled Alamut Valley landscapes are
among the most exciting to explore, spiced
up with a dramatic medieval history: the
ruined fortresses dotting the hills were once
home to the feared medieval religious cult of
the Assassins. 

Both shorter, independent hikes and
longer guided journeys, accompanied by a
mule are possible.  As for skiing, Tochal,
Shemshek and Dizin resorts are all within a
few hour’s drive from central Tehran.

Mashhad
Iran’s holiest city is home to one of the mar-
vels of the Islamic world: an enormous shrine
complex commemorating the martyrdom of
Shiite Islam’s eighth Imam, Reza. This sacred
city-within-a-city has clusters of gold and blue
domes and minarets, vast courtyards and
magnificent arcades and is really a sight to
savor. Tens of millions converge here yearly to
pay their respects.
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ACROSS
1. An overwhelming feeling of wonder or admiration.
4. Characterized by absence of emotional agitation.
12. A syndrome that occurs in many women from 2 to 14 days before the onset of
menstruation.
15. The most common computer memory which can be used by programs to per-
form necessary tasks while the computer is on.
16. Available source of wealth.
17. Aromatic bulb used as seasoning.
18. One million periods per second.
21. The 10th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
23. United States physiologist (born in Germany) who did research on parthenogene-
sis (1859-1924).
25. Garlic mayonnaise.
27. A card game for 2 players.
30. A poisonous oily liquid with a garlicky odor composed of 2 cacodyl groups.
32. (15th-16th century) A flap for the crotch of men's tight-fitting breeches.
35. Excessively fat.
37. Being one more than three.
38. A colorless explosive liquid that is volatile and poisonous and foul-smelling.
39. A close friend who accompanies his buddies in their activities.
42. A submachine gun operated by gas pressure.
44. The act of storing something.
47. (biology) Having a nucleus or occurring in the nucleus.
49. The branch of engineering science that studies the uses of electricity and the
equipment for power generation and distribution and the control of machines and
communication.
50. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
51. Amphetamine used in the form of a crystalline hydrochloride.
52. The cry made by sheep.
57. Workplace for the teaching or practice of an art.
59. A blot made with ink.
63. (Babylonian) Consort of Marduk.
65. A member of an Iroquoian people formerly living on the south shore of Lake Erie
in northern Ohio and northwest Pennsylvania and western New York.
68. (Sumerian) God of the air and king of the Sumerian gods.
69. Any of numerous low-growing cushion-forming plants of the genus Draba having
rosette-forming leaves and terminal racemes of small flowers with scapose or leafy
stems.
71. An official language of the Republic of South Africa.
73. A facial expression of contempt or scorn.
75. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
76. Soft white semisolid fat obtained by rendering the fatty tissue of the hog v 1.
77. West Indian tree having racemes of fragrant white flowers and yielding a durable
timber and resinous juice.
78. Relating to or characteristic of or occurring on land.

C R O S S W O R D 9 7 7
DOWN

1. An organization of military land forces.
2. A city in east central Texas.
3. The square of a body of any size of type.
4. Hormone released by the hypothalamus that controls the release of thyroid-stimu-
lating hormone from the anterior pituitary.
5. In accordance with truth or fact or reality.
6. Absolve or pardon.
7. A short personal letter.
8. The French-speaking capital of the province of Quebec.
9. The address of a web page on the world wide web.
10. Devoid of warmth and cordiality.
11. A chronic inflammatory collagen disease affecting connective tissue (skin or
joints).
12. A member of a monotheistic sect of Zoroastrian origin.
13. Any of various minerals consisting of hydrous silicates of aluminum or potassium
etc. that crystallize in forms that allow perfect cleavage into very thin leaves.
14. Winning all or all but one of the tricks in bridge.
19. An island in the Aegean Sea off the west coast of Turkey.
20. Any plant of the genus Astilbe having compound leaves and showy panicles of
tiny colorful flowers.
22. Australasian kingfishers.
24. Alsatian artist and poet who was cofounder of Dadaism in Zurich.
26. A port city of south central Ukraine on an arm of the Black Sea.
28. Chilean evergreen whose leafy boughs are used for thatching.
29. Convey by horizontal mass movement of a fluid.
31. Make less active or intense.
33. Long-legged spotted cat of Africa and southwestern Asia having nonretractile
claws.
34. The cardinal number that is the sum of eight and one.
36. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
40. God of the earth.
41. Cause to lose one's nerve.
43. The capital of Morocco.
45. Migratory American songbird.
46. A republic on the west coast of Africa.
48. A gonadotropic hormone that is secreted by the anterior pituitary.
53. (baseball or softball) The person who does the pitching.
54. The basic unit of money in Iran.
55. Of or relating to or located in or near the mitral valve.
56. Of or relating to a fetus.
58. Infections of the skin or nails caused by fungi and appearing as itching circular
patches.
60. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
61. An ancient city in northern Portugal.
62. Being one more than fifty.
64. The content of cognition.
66. German chemist who was co-discoverer with Lise Meitner of nuclear fission (1879-
1968).
67. Showing or causing joy and pleasure.
70. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
72. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
74. A white trivalent metallic element.

Yesterdayʼs Solution

Challenging Maze

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

Daily SuDoku
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00:15 Eastenders
00:45 Being Eileen
01:15 Stella
02:00 Blackout
02:55 Spooks
03:45 Being Eileen
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Charlie And Lola
05:35 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
05:50 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
06:05 The Green Balloon Club
06:30 Charlie And Lola
06:45 Charlie And Lola
06:55 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
07:10 The Weakest Link
07:55 Last Of The Summer Wine
08:25 Last Of The Summer Wine
08:55 Doctors
09:25 Eastenders
09:55 Stella
10:40 Famous, Rich & In The Slums
11:30 The Weakest Link
12:15 Last Of The Summer Wine
12:45 Last Of The Summer Wine
13:15 Stella
14:00 Famous, Rich & In The Slums
14:55 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:25 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:55 Doctors
16:25 Eastenders
16:55 The Weakest Link
17:40 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:10 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:40 Doctors
19:10 Casualty
20:00 Orphan Black
20:45 Orphan Black
21:30 Live At The Apollo
22:15 Extras
22:45 Being Eileen
23:15 The Weakest Link

EMPIRE STATE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

00:05 MasterChef
00:55 Come Dine With Me
01:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
02:15 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
02:40 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
03:05 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
03:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
05:10 MasterChef
06:05 DIY SOS: The Big Build
07:00 Bargain Hunt
07:45 MasterChef
08:40 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
10:00 DIY SOS: The Big Build
10:55 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
11:40 Come Dine With Me
12:05 MasterChef
13:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
14:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
15:15 MasterChef
16:10 DIY SOS: The Big Build
17:05 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
17:50 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
18:15 DIY SOS: The Big Build
19:10 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
19:55 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
21:15 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
21:40 Come Dine With Me
22:05 MasterChef
23:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Big Giant Swords
02:00 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
02:50 American Muscle
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 American Digger
05:00 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Siberian Cut
06:50 Wheeler Dealers

07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 American Digger
09:45 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Big Giant Swords
11:25 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
12:15 American Muscle
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 American Digger
14:20 Siberian Cut
15:10 Wheeler Dealers
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 Fast N’ Loud
19:20 Extreme Car Hoarders
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 American Digger
21:00 Fast N’ Loud
21:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
22:40 Street Outlaws
23:30 Street Outlaws

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:30 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage

Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 The Princess Diaries
18:55 Disney Mickey Mouse Shorts
19:05 Liv And Maddie
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
00:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons
02:20 E! News
03:15 Giuliana & Bill
04:10 THS
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 Celebrity Style Story
12:05 E! News
13:05 Eric And Jessie: Game On
13:35 Eric And Jessie: Game On
14:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
15:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 E! News
19:00 The E! True Hollywood Story
20:00 Giuliana & Bill
21:00 Fashion Bloggers
21:30 Fashion Bloggers
22:00 E! News
23:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
01:30 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
02:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
06:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
09:30 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
11:30 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
15:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandma’s Secret Cookbook
Special
18:30 Grandma’s Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
20:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
21:00 Siba’s Table
21:30 Siba’s Table
22:00 Chopped South Africa
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Paddock To Plate
04:20 Come Date With Me Australia
04:45 Come Date With Me Australia
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Paddock To Plate
08:25 Come Date With Me Australia
08:50 Come Date With Me Australia

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart

00:00 Escape
02:00 Insidious: Chapter 2
04:00 Assassin’s Bullet
06:00 Street Fighter
08:00 Mission To Mars
10:00 Empire State
12:00 Assassin’s Bullet
14:00 Justice League: War
16:00 Mission To Mars
18:00 Rage
20:00 Empire State
22:00 Judge Dredd

00:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
01:00 Pirate Patrol
02:00 Hard Time
03:00 Close Quarter Battle
03:30 Close Quarter Battle
04:00 Blowdown
05:00 Extreme Ice
06:00 Going Deep With David Rees
06:30 Going Deep With David Rees
07:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
08:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
09:00 Pirate Patrol
10:00 Hard Time
11:00 The Known Universe
12:00 Dead End Express
13:00 Live Free Or Die
14:00 Herod’s Lost Tomb
15:00 Naked Science
16:00 Bid & Destroy
16:30 Bid & Destroy
17:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
18:00 80s: The Decade That Made Us

00:00 Insidious: Chapter 2-PG15
02:00 Assassin’s Bullet-PG15
04:00 Street Fighter-PG15
06:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
08:00 Empire State-PG15
10:00 Assassin’s Bullet-PG15
12:00 Justice League: War-PG15
14:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
16:00 Rage-PG15
18:00 Empire State-PG15
20:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
22:00 World War Z-PG15

00:00 The Details
02:00 Mafia!
04:00 Anchorman 2: The Legend
Continues
06:00 She-Devil
08:00 Imogene
10:00 Mafia!
12:00 She-Devil
14:00 Wallace & Gromit: The Curse
Of The Were-Rabbit

09:20 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Emmerdale
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
16:00 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
16:30 Gino’s Italian Escape
16:55 Gino’s Italian Escape
17:25 Come Date With Me Australia
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
20:00 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
20:30 Gino’s Italian Escape
20:55 Gino’s Italian Escape
21:25 Come Date With Me Australia
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:45 Murdoch Mysteries

01:00 The Flash
02:00 Justified
12:00 Emmerdale
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
20:00 Drop Dead Diva
21:00 Sleepy Hollow
22:00 Devious Maids

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
23:00 The Voice

01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
02:30 Parks And Recreation
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Community
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Two And A Half Men
19:30 Fresh Off The Boat
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers
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WORLD WAR Z ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

02:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Jamaica v Trinidad & Tobago
10:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: Jamaica v Trinidad & Tobago
11:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 27
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
1st Test, Day 3
21:00 Live Natwest T20 Blast : Kent v
Somerset

00:00 Ultimate Wheels
01:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
02:00 Counting Cars
02:30 Counting Cars
03:00 Ultimate Wheels
04:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
12:30 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars

00:45 Oprah Presents: Master Class
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 90 Days To Wed
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
03:40 Randy To The Rescue
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss
09:45 Toddlers & Tiaras
10:35 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:25 Something Borrowed,
Something New
11:50 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:40 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
13:05 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
13:30 Oprah’s Next Chapter
14:20 Oprah Presents: Master Class
15:10 Little People, Big World
17:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
17:40 Something Borrowed,
Something New
18:05 Your Style In His Hands
18:55 Cake Boss
19:20 Kate Plus 8
20:10 Sister Wives
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 90 Days To Wed

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
03:42 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:11 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama: Pahkitew Island
10:45 Total Drama: Pahkitew Island
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Adventure Time
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse

15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:36 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama: All Stars

01:00 Killing Season-18
03:00 Not Fade Away-PG15
05:00 A Secret Promise-PG15
07:00 Diana-PG15
09:00 Stolen Child-PG15
11:00 Diana-PG15
13:00 Step Up Revolution-PG15
15:00 Kon-Tiki-PG15
17:00 Stolen Child-PG15
19:00 Upside Down-PG15
21:00 Capital-PG15
23:00 End Of Watch-18

02:30 Scents And Sensibility
04:30 Begin Again
06:30 My Last Day Without You
08:30 Salinger
11:00 Battle Of The Year
13:00 Begin Again
14:45 Chasing Mavericks
16:45 Salinger
19:00 There Be Dragons
21:00 Casanova
23:00 He Got Game

01:00 Think Like A Man Too-PG15
03:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
05:00 Moms’ Night Out-PG
07:00 Percy Jackson: Sea Of
Monsters-PG
09:00 The Lego Movie-PG
11:00 Hours-PG15
13:00 Draft Day-PG15
15:00 Grudge Match-PG15
17:00 The Lego Movie-PG
19:00 The Grand Budapest Hotel-
PG15
21:00 If I Stay-PG15
23:00 Delivery Man-PG15

01:15 Santa’s Magic Crystal
02:45 Vampire Dog
04:30 True Story Of Puss’n Boots
06:00 Top Cat: The Movie
08:00 Minuscule: Valley Of The Lost
Ants
10:00 Rugrats In Paris: The Movie
11:30 A Turtle’s Tale 2: Sammy’s
Escape From Paradise
13:15 Vampire Dog
15:00 Eleanor’s Secret
16:30 Escape From Planet Earth
18:00 Rugrats In Paris: The Movie
20:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
21:45 Eleanor’s Secret
23:15 Escape From Planet Earth

01:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy-
PG15
04:00 High Moon-PG15
06:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
08:00 Last Passenger-PG15
09:45 The Croods-PG
11:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy-
PG15
14:00 Maleficent-PG
16:00 Last Passenger-PG15
18:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
20:00 22 Jump Street-PG15
22:00 Bad Words-18

01:30 The Rugby Championship
Highlights 
07:00 Golfing World
08:00 World Rugby 
09:00 ICC Cricket 360
09:30 WEB.Com Tour 
12:00 Live PGA European Tour
14:00 Golfing World

12:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 30
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
3rd Test, Day 3
21:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29
21:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : PNG
v USA
22:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier  H/L : Play
off 1
23:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier  H/L : Play
off 2

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:30 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First

10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
13:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Minnie’s Bow Toons
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo

16:00 Imogene
18:00 Raising Helen
20:00 She Wants Me
22:00 Jackass Presents: Bad
Grandpa

16:00 Live PGA European Tour
19:00 WWE Bottomline
20:00 WWE Superstars
21:00 WWE Main Event
22:00 AFL Premiership 

14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
17:00 Counting Cars
17:30 Counting Cars
18:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars
22:00 Shipping Wars
22:30 Shipping Wars
23:00 Pawn Stars
23:30 Pawn Stars

02:45 Art Attack
Disney XD
06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade
Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Lab Rats
09:30 Zeke & Luther
10:00 Zeke & Luther
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

You can push boundaries without even realizing it when you are
keyed up about something new. However, today’s enthusiasm
might be a bit misdirected as assertive Mars is misaligned with
delusional Neptune. The problem is your favorite idea may not be
as brilliant as you think. Don’t be so cocky that you stubbornly try
to defend an incorrect assumption or an unrealistic goal. Be
patient and review your plans one more time; haste makes waste. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Your professional goals may seem more tangible with your dreams
right at the tips of your outstretched fingers. On the positive side,
you can believe a fantasy is so real that your legendary determina-
tion makes it so. However, you may be overconfident, convincing
yourself that you’re very close to reaching your destination even if
you’re not. Use your common sense before wasting more energy
pursuing something that can’t happen. Focus on the possibilities in
the present moment instead.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Jumping to conclusions can land you in a heap of trouble today as
you revive an old dream of becoming a student for the sole purpose
of learning. Exploring educational options is admirable as long as
your primary goal is to expand your mind. Unfortunately, the Moon’s
visit to your 9th House of Higher Truth doesn’t always prompt the
most practical thinking. Widening your perspective is a healthy
process as long as you don’t rush to make a decision. Avoid partici-
pating in a comedy of errors today by giving your ideas enough time
to develop before doing anything rash. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

It’s safer to keep your unexpressed emotional desires to yourself
today, for your intensity could be unsettling to someone else.
However, you still must be willing to gamble on the unknown if you
want to experience new levels of intimacy with someone that you
admire. Revealing your feelings creates a vulnerability that could pull
you into a danger zone; thankfully, the benefits outweigh the risks if
you’re sincere in affection. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You might be concerned that a magical moment could slip through
your fingers today, but no amount of logic can help you figure out
an effective strategy to stabilize your position. Attempting to ration-
ally understand a relationship that eludes comprehension is an exer-
cise in futility. An approach based upon intellectual analysis only
brings you back around to the same dissatisfaction you’re trying to
escape. It’s time to release your need to discover truths other than
what is already in your heart.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You have a perfect opportunity to influence your physical well-being
today by simply changing your mind. The Moon’s shift into innova-
tive Aquarius and your 6th House of Daily Routine helps you focus
your energy on self-improvement. The powerful impact that positive
thinking has on your life should not be underestimated. Obviously,
taking decisive action is part of the program, but for now your atti-
tude is the key to a happier and healthier you.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You could easily rekindle an old flame today; however, your feelings
may be more dependent on your illusions than reality. You’re more
open to the possibility of playful romance, whether or not you’re
willing to express your emotions. Since a current infatuation might
be the result of idle daydreaming, you really don’t require anyone to
act out your fantasy. Go ahead and enjoy the fruits of your imagina-
tion without trying to reach satisfaction in the real world. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You believe you understand how a domestic situation is going to
play out, especially if you are in the process of reevaluating your
long-term goals. However, it’s nearly impossible to know to make a
decision now because your future still seems like a fantasy. There’s
little you can do to fill in the elusive details of your upcoming adven-
tures. Instead of taking concrete action, give yourself permission to
dream without attempting to make anything real yet. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Communicating your ideas can be exasperating today, especially if
you want others to play on your team. The good news is you have
many options available, but your current plans probably lack sub-
stance. Normally, you’re quite happy to float in the realm of abstrac-
tions. However, your immediate need to create realistic goals now is
in direct conflict with your dreamier thoughts. Nevertheless, making
a commitment to anything is better than drifting along without
direction. Saying yes requires you to take a risk, but putting all your
eggs in one basket is safer than you think.

Your ego may lose its sense of proportion now as others encourage
you to reach for your dreams. Obviously, self-confidence is a useful
asset, but your outrageous ideas can annoy those who might other-
wise be your most supportive allies. Moderating your ambitions with
a little modesty is a wise strategy today. A healthy perspective on life
makes all the difference between your success and failure. A touch
of humility can save the day. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You may be engaged in an uphill battle to keep your dreams under
control today because they are overflowing right into your waking
life. Obviously, rationalizing your feelings when your emotions are
strongly influenced by unconscious urges is a tough task. If you can’t
map out a sensible course of action, step back until the path
becomes clear. A temporary retreat isn’t a sign of defeat when you’re
using your time constructively to get your bearings.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

People might think you’re being particularly weird today, but it’s just
business as usual for you. In fact, you might have a few tricks up your
sleeve to make you to seem less grounded than you actually are.
You can cleverly avoid a skirmish over who is in charge if others are
less threatened by you. However, you’re still a formidable opponent
behind your eccentric veneer. Don’t waste too much energy with a
strategy based on misdirection; honest communication from the
start is a much better way to build trust and get things done. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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JOHANNESBURG: It is, for some well-
heeled foreign visitors, the ultimate
African experience: the thrill of hunting a
lion, one of the so-called “Big Five” animals
whose habitats are under increasing pres-
sure from human encroachment. Now an
American dentist’s killing of a celebrity lion
in Zimbabwe has triggered global revul-
sion, highlighting what critics say is an
industry of trophy hunting that threatens
vulnerable species across sub-Saharan
Africa.

Hunting is banned in Kenya and
Botswana, which depend heavily on
income from tourists who flock to see
wildlife on tours that often combine a
sense of adventure with luxury lodging in
the bush. Many more countries, including
South Africa, Namibia and Tanzania, allow
it, arguing that it benefits communities
and funnels high-priced fees from hunters
back into conservation. Opponents, how-
ever, warn that regulations are often poor-
ly enforced or overlooked by unscrupu-
lous operators.

Such suspicions are swirling in
Zimbabwe, where a professional hunter,
Theo Bronkhorst, was charged Wednesday
with failing to “prevent an unlawful hunt”
while working for Minnesota resident
Walter James Palmer, who killed Cecil, a
well-known lion with a distinctive black
mane, in early July.  Conservationists say a
dead animal was tied to a car to draw the
lion out of a national park, and that
Palmer first wounded Cecil with a bow
before fatally shooting him with a gun
after 40 hours of tracking. 

Palmer, who said he relied on his pro-
fessional guides to ensure a legal hunt, has
been vilified globally on social media and
talk shows and has closed his dental prac-
tice for now. “Cecil is not the first lion that
has been lured,” said Ian Michler, a South

African conservationist. “It goes on all the
time. Unethical hunting is rife across the
continent.” 

Michler, who made a documentary
film called “Blood Lions” that came out this
year, said nearly 1,000 lions that are bred in
captivity in South Africa are fatally shot
every year by trophy seekers for an aver-
age of about $20,000, and sometimes up
to $50,000, in conditions that can hardly
be described as sporting. There is also an
increasing phenomenon of lion owners
charging tourists, many from Europe but
also Australia and the United States, to pet
and cuddle cubs earmarked for trophy kills
when they get older, he said.

South Africa maintains that its legal
hunting industry adheres to international
agreements and actually contributes to
the welfare of species, including lion, ele-
phant and rhino. Hunting “is a source of
much needed foreign exchange, job cre-
ation, community development and social
upliftment,” Environment Minister Edna
Molewa said in a July 23 statement.  She
welcomed a decision by the cargo division
of South African Airways, the national car-
rier, to lift an embargo on the transport of
legally acquired hunting trophies of lion,
elephant, rhino and tiger.

Molewa said the industry in South
Africa is valued at about $490 million
annually, but some conservationists
believe the figure is inflated to bolster the
argument that hunting is an economic
boon. In a 2013 report, a group called
Economists at Large cited estimated that
trophy hunting generates $200 million in
African communities, but said the figure
should be used “with caution” and is a rel-
atively insignificant part of total tourism
revenue. Lions are designated as vulnera-
ble on an international “red list” of species
facing threats. By one estimate, fewer than

20,000 lions exist in the wild, a drop of
about 40 percent in the past two decades.
Another estimate puts the number at clos-
er to 30,000. 

The International Union for
Conservation of Nature has taken note of
successful lion conservation in southern
Africa, but said West African lions are crit-
ically endangered and that rapid popula-
tion declines were also recorded in East
Africa. Cecil, the Zimbabwean lion that
was killed, was wearing a satellite collar
installed by the Wildlife Conservation
Research Unit at the University of Oxford.
“Our goal is to understand the threats

that lions face, and to use cutting-edge
science to develop solutions to those
threats,” director David Macdonald said
on the unit’s website. He said the unit
has tracked the movements of over 100
lions by satellite. Prince Mupazviriho,
permanent secretary in Zimbabwe’s min-
istry of environment, water and climate,
said the hunting of a collared lion was an
isolated incident. “Short of going on a
culling exercise where you are just shoot-
ing animals willy-nilly in order to reduce
numbers, there is need to have a scientif-
ic way of doing it, which also brings
resources for purposes of conservation,”

he said. This year, Zambia announced
the lifting of a 2-year-old ban on hunting
lions and other big cats, Zambian media
reported in May.

On its website, a group called Central
African Wildlife Adventures offers hunts in
Central African Republic, though it has sus-
pended operations for now because of
political instability and violence there. The
website describes an almost mystical
experience in which the hunter and the
hunted lion are equals. It says: “The last
and final contact is usually done at close
range, with the lion appearing from
nowhere in the green foliage. — AP 

BLOOMINGTON: Protesters from Animal Rights Coalition and Minnesota Animal Liberation gathered in
front of Dr Walter Palmer’s dental practice in Bloomington, Minn. Palmer has been under fire since his
involvement in the death of Cecil the Lion became public.— AP 

For some, hunting lions in Africa is ultimate experience
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME
FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (30/07/2015 TO 05/08/2015)

SHARQIA-1
MINIONS 12:45 PM
MAX 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:15 PM
MAX 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:05 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 AM
WED

SHARQIA-2
ANT-MAN 12:15 PM
ANT-MAN 2:45 PM
ANT-MAN 5:15 PM
ANT-MAN 7:45 PM
ANT-MAN 10:15 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 3:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 5:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 11:30 AM
MAX 2:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:45 PM
MAX 7:45 PM
MAX 10:15 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:30 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM
WED

MUHALAB-2
MINIONS 11:45 AM
PIXELS 1:45 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
ANT-MAN 11:45 AM
ANT-MAN 2:15 PM
ANT-MAN 4:45 PM
ANT-MAN 7:15 PM
ANT-MAN 9:45 PM
ANT-MAN 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:45 AM
POUND OF FLESH 2:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 4:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 PM

FANAR-2
PIXELS 11:30 AM
PIXELS 1:45 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 8:00 PM
PIXELS 10:30 PM
PIXELS 12:45 AM

FANAR-3
PAPER TOWNS 11:30 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:30 PM
PAPER TOWNS 4:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:45 PM
PAPER TOWNS 12:45 AM

FANAR-4
ANT-MAN 12:00 PM
ANT-MAN 2:30 PM
ANT-MAN -3D 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:30 PM
ANT-MAN 10:00 PM
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
MAX 1:00 PM

PIXIES 3:15 PM
PIXIES 5:15 PM
MAX 7:15 PM
MAX 9:30 PM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:30 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:05 AM
WED

MARINA-1
MAX 11:30 AM
POUND OF FLESH 1:45 PM
MAX 3:45 PM
PIXELS 6:00 PM
MAX 8:15 PM
PIXELS 10:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MINIONS 1:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:30 PM
MINIONS 5:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:00 PM
NO WED
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM
WED

MARINA-3
ANT-MAN 11:30 AM
ANT-MAN 2:00 PM
ANT-MAN 4:30 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM
ANT-MAN 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 AM
MINIONS 2:00 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
MINIONS 8:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 10:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
PIXIES 1:00 PM
PIXIES 3:00 PM
PIXIES 5:00 PM
PIXIES 7:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:45 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 2:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:15 AM
AVENUES-4
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 2:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
NO WED
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:30 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM
WED
AVENUES-5
ANT-MAN 11:30 AM
ANT-MAN 2:00 PM
ANT-MAN -3D 4:30 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM
NO SAT
Special Show “MINIONS” 7:30 PM
SAT
ANT-MAN -3D 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AVENUES-6
PIXELS 12:45 PM

PIXELS 3:00 PM
PIXELS 5:15 PM
PIXELS 7:30 PM
PIXELS -3D 9:45 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:05 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 AM
WED

AVENUES-7
HATCHED 11:30 AM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 1:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 3:30 PM
DRISHYAM - Hindi 5:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 9:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 11:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 1:15 AM

AVENUES-8
PAPER TOWNS 11:30 AM
PAPER TOWNS 1:45 PM
PAPER TOWNS 4:00 PM
PAPER TOWNS 6:15 PM
DARK PLACES 8:30 PM
PAPER TOWNS 10:45 PM
PAPER TOWNS 1:00 AM

AVENUES-9
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 PM
HATCHED 3:00 PM
DARK PLACES 4:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 7:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 11:30 PM

AVENUES-10
MAX 1:15 PM
MAX 3:45 PM
MAX 6:15 PM
MAX 8:45 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 11:15 PM

AVENUES-11
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 12:30 PM
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 3:00 PM
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 5:30 PM
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 8:00 PM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION  - DOLBY ATMOS
8:00 PM
WED
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 10:30 PM
ANT-MAN  - DOLBY ATMOS 1:00 AM

360 ∞- 1
MINIONS 1:00 PM
MINIONS 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:00 PM
MINIONS -3D 7:00 PM
MINIONS 9:00 PM
ANT-MAN 11:00 PM

360 ∞- 2
POUND OF FLESH 12:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 2:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:45 PM
DRISHYAM - Hindi 7:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 10:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:30 AM

360 ∞- 3
DRISHYAM - Hindi 12:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 3:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 5:30 PM
DARK PLACES 7:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
ANT-MAN 12:00 PM
ANT-MAN 2:30 PM
ANT-MAN 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:30 PM
ANT-MAN 10:00 PM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM
WED

AL-KOUT.2
MINIONS 12:15 PM
MINIONS 2:15 PM

HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:15 PM
MINIONS 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.3
MAX 1:00 PM
MAX 3:15 PM
MAX 5:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 7:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 9:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
PIXELS 12:45 PM
PAPER TOWNS 3:00 PM
PIXELS 5:15 PM
PAPER TOWNS 7:30 PM
PIXELS 9:45 PM
PAPER TOWNS 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-1
ANT-MAN 12:45 PM
ANT-MAN 3:15 PM
MINIONS -3D 5:45 PM
ANT-MAN 7:45 PM
ANT-MAN -3D 10:15 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM

BAIRAQ-2
MAX 11:45 AM
MINIONS 2:00 PM
MAX 4:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
MAX 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 11:30 AM
PIXELS 2:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 4:30 PM
PIXELS 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 PM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:15 AM
WED

PLAZA
PAPER TOWNS 3:30 PM
BAAHUBALI - Hindi 5:30 PM
ANT-MAN 8:30 PM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 8:30 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 11:00 PM

LAILA
ANT-MAN 3:45 PM
MINION 6:15 PM
MAX 8:15 PM
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM
NO WED
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:30 PM
WED

AJIAL.1
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:30 PM

AJIAL.2
DRISHYAM - Hindi 3:45 PM
BAAHUBALI - Hindi 7:00 PM
DRISHYAM - Hindi 10:00 PM

AJIAL.3
BAAHUBALI - TAMIL 4:00 PM
THU
SAKALAKALA VALLAVAN - Tamil 4:00 PM
NO THU
BAAHUBALI - TAMIL 7:00 PM
THU
SAKALAKALA VALLAVAN - Tamil 7:00 PM
NO THU
BAAHUBALI - TAMIL 10:00 PM

AJIAL.4
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
ANT-MAN 8:00 PM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM

CHANGE OF NAME

Mohammad Rafi (old
name) holder of Indian
Passport No: M6713974,
R/o No: 2: Mamandur, Via
Renigunta (Mandalam),
Chittoor Dist. A.P. (Andhra
Pradesh) changed my name
to Sayed Mohammad Rafi. 
(C 5011)

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:38
Shorook 05:07
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:30
Maghrib: 18:41
Isha: 20:07
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Shell cut jobs to cope with 
long period of cheap oil
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HARMONY: In this photo taken on Thursday photo, Feb. 12, 2015 a man welds parts in fans for industrial ventilation systems at the Robinson Fans Inc. plant in Harmony, Pa. The
Commerce Department releases second-quarter gross domestic product yesterday. —AP

Political gridlock holds up India’s landmark tax reform
PAGE 41

WASHINGTON: The US economy revived in
the second quarter, shaking off its winter
slumber as consumers flung open their wal-
lets and exports rebounded, official data
released yesterday showed.

Gross domestic product expanded at an
annual rate of 2.3 percent in the April-June
period, the Commerce Department reported,
slightly below the 2.5 percent consensus esti-
mate. That was the strongest pace of growth
since the 2014 third quarter’s 4.3 percent as
the world’s largest economy slowly recovers
from the Great Recession.

The first quarter, marred by severe winter
weather and West Coast port strikes, did not
contract as previously estimated. GDP was
revised to 0.6 percent growth from a 0.2 per-
cent downturn.

“The economic recovery has lasted six
years and shows no signs of old age.  Most
notably job growth is strong and broad-
based, and wage increases are set to acceler-
ate more significantly as the economy
approaches full employment,” said Scott Hoyt
of Moody’s Analytics.

Briefing.com analysts said the data showed
“some mild improvements after the weak first
quarter” but that growth trends were still
below the economy’s 2.7-3.0 percent poten-
tial rate.  The fresh data raised speculation
about the timing of the Federal Reserve’s plan
to raise its near-zero key interest rate this
year. The central bank has kept the federal
funds rate pegged at 0-0.25 percent since late
2008 to help pull the economy out of the
severe 2008-2009 recession.

Some analysts said the US economy
appeared to have enough momentum to
keep the Fed on track for the first hike in more
than nine years.

“Updated GDP numbers deliver a double-
punch to US economy doom-mongers, paint-
ing a reassuringly bright picture of the health
of the US economy so far this year and raising
the odds of the Fed hiking interest rates in
September,” said Chris Williamson, chief
economist at Markit.

It was the Commerce Department’s prelim-
inary estimate for the second quarter, to be
followed by two revisions.

Consumers drive growth 
Second-quarter growth was fueled mainly

by a solid increase in consumer spending,
which accounts for about 70 percent of US
economic activity. Spending jumped 2.9 per-
cent, accelerating from a 1.8 percent increase
in the first. Gains were led by higher spending
on goods, with purchases of durable goods
such as autos surging 7.3 percent.

Personal income growth picked up, leav-
ing disposable personal income up 3.7 per-
cent, double that of the first quarter. But
households dug into their savings as they
spent more. The personal saving rate fell from
a revised 5.2 percent in the first quarter to 4.8
percent in the second.

There was a major turnaround in exports,
which had been hit in the first quarter by the
West Coast ports slowdown that choked traf-
fic. Exports of goods and services advanced
5.3 percent in the second quarter after plum-
meting 6.0 percent in the first.

State and local government spending as
well as residential fixed investment also
added to the rise in growth.

Those contributions were partly offset by
declines in federal government spending,
inventory investment, business investment
and imports, which rose 3.5 percent, slowing
by about half from the prior quarter’s
increase. 

Overall prices rose 1.4 percent in the sec-
ond quarter after falling 1.6 percent in the first
quarter. Excluding food and energy prices,
which can be volatile, so-called “core” prices
surged 1.1 percent after a slight 0.2 percent
rise. The personal consumption expenditures
price index, the Fed’s preferred measure of
inflation, rose to a 2.2 percent pace in the sec-
ond quarter after two quarters of deflation. It
was the largest increase since the 2012 fourth
quarter and brought inflation above the cen-
tral bank’s 2.0 percent target for annual infla-
tion.  The core PCE price index rose to a 1.8
percent pace after two quarters of 1.0 p e r -
cent gains.

In semiannual revisions, the Commerce
Department said US GDP rose 2.0 percent
from 2011 to 2014, down from its previous
estimate of a 2.3 percent rate. —AFP

US economy revives in second quarter
Strongest pace of growth since 2014
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Nokia’s result ‘far 
above expectations’

HELSINKI: Finnish telecom group Nokia reported yesterday that its net-
work equipment business had significantly improved sales and prof-
itability in the second quarter, sending its share price soaring more than
seven percent. The company reported group sales increased nine per-
cent compared with the same period last year, to 3.2 billion euros ($3.5
billion).  “I am particularly pleased by Nokia Networks, which rebounded
dramatically from its tough start to the year,” Nokia’s chief executive
Rajeev Suri said in a media conference call.

The group’s second quarter attributable net profit was down to 347
million euros, compared with 2.5 billion euros last year, the drop result-
ing from discontinued operations. Nokia’s Devices and Services unit-the
unprofitable handset business-whose sale to Microsoft in 2013 was
finalised in April 2014, contributed to net profit in the second quarter
2014.  Operating profit meanwhile almost doubled to 508 million euros
in Q2, compared with 284 million euros last year.

“The result was very solid, far above my expectations. Particularly
positive was that the profit margins of the network business recovered
back to good levels after a weak first quarter,” analyst Mikael Rautanen
of Finnish equity research firm Inderes told AFP.

Shares of Nokia surged 7.2 percent in early afternoon trading on the
Helsinki market, which was up overall 0.7 percent.  Despite recent media
speculation of German carmakers seeking to acquire Nokia’s HERE unit
for its mapping and location system activities, the company did not
reveal any details of ongoing negotiations.  “I would like to reiterate that
our goal is to find the best possible solution for Nokia and its sharehold-
ers, and for HERE and its employees and customers,” Suri said.

Rautanen estimates that while HERE’s share of Nokia’s profits is rela-
tively small, the sale would have a positive impact on Nokia’s balance
sheet.  “It would boost the company’s financial muscles so to speak,” he
said.  In mid-April Nokia struck a 15.6 billion euro deal to buy its rival
Alcatel-Lucent to create the world’s biggest supplier of mobile phone
network equipment. Suri said Thursday Nokia expects to finalise the deal
in the first half of 2016.  “Both of our companies are cooperating with all
remaining authorities to close the deal as quickly as possible,” he said. 

In Paris Thursday, Alcatel-Lucent announced it had reduced its sec-
ond quarter losses to 54 million euros compared with 298 million during
the same period last year. “As for the future, much depends on how the
merger with Alcatel-Lucent pulls off. How do they manage to merge the
different organisations and cultures, how the clients and the employees
will react,” Rautanen added.—AFP

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
called on his divided Syriza party to ballot its
members on whether Greece had any alterna-
tive to accepting a tough bailout, setting up a
showdown with far-left rebels threatening to
split the party. Greece narrowly averted an exit
from the euro zone for now when it struck an
11th-hour deal with lenders this month, but
that cost Tsipras the support of a quarter of his
lawmakers who accuse the party of betraying
its anti-austerity roots. In a defiant speech to the
party’s central committee gathered at an old
movie theatre, Tsipras said his preference was
for Syriza to hold an emergency congress in
September to calmly deliberate strategy for the
medium and long term.

But he said some in the party were demand-
ing an immediate solution in the belief that
ditching the bailout offer from creditors was a
viable one, and suggested that be addressed
with a snap vote by party members on Sunday.

He referred to the proposal as a “referen-
dum” within the party, although it would be a
vote by Syriza members rather than the general

public, as took place on July 5 when Greeks vot-
ed to reject an earlier bailout proposal.

“We are telling the Greek people loud and
clear and with no remorse that this is the deal
we managed to bring to them and if there is
someone who thinks that they could have
achieved a better deal, let them come out and
say that,” Tsipras told the assembled members,
who included dissenters like parliament speak-
er Zoe Konstantopoulou. “If anyone thinks that
Tsipras and Syriza refused a better alternative
for the people, they should come out and say
that.” The vote in three days - which must be
called by the central committee if it is to be held
- effectively throws down the gauntlet to the
Left Platform of the party, which has become
increasingly vocal in its defiance of Tsipras.

The deepening crisis within Syriza is the
most serious political challenge to the prime
minister, who otherwise enjoys unrivalled dom-
ination of Greek politics and remains popular
despite his sudden U-turn to accept stringent
bailout terms. Failure to assert his grip on Syriza
and quash the far-left revolt could plunge

Greece back into turmoil and risk derailing talks
with European and International Monetary
Fund lenders on a new 86 billion euro aid pack-
age to keep Athens afloat.

Strategy
The roughly 200 members of Syriza’s central

committee must decide whether the party
ought to hold a regular or emergency congress
or a ballot of members to redefine the its strate-
gy. “At the moment there are two different
strategies competing in the same party - one
that wants Greece inside the euro and the other
that wants Greece outside euro,” Olga
Gerovasili, the government spokeswoman told
reporters as she arrived.

“These two can’t exist together at the gov-
ernment level.” The hardline Left Platform fac-
tion is demanding Syriza abandon talks with
lenders immediately and hold an ordinary party
congress to determine the party’s course. A reg-
ular congress would favour the far-left, with the
same members who attended two years ago
returning to vote on Syriza’s future.— Reuters

DUBAI: The Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange
(ADX) is considering introducing with the
Dubai Mercantile Exchange (DME) futures
and options contracts for specific Abu
Dhabi stocks as well as market index
futures, a top DME official said. 

The exchanges have established a joint
committee which will examine the issue
over the next few months, DME Managing
Director Owain Johnson told Reuters.

“You have to go to the market and see
what people are interested in and I expect
in the next few months we will be talking
to people around the UAE and elsewhere,”

said Johnson, whose exchange focuses on
commodities. “Maybe it’s single futures,
maybe it’s options, maybe it’s equity index-
es. Our experience is in derivatives, not in
equities, so we will be relying on each oth-
er.” He added, “There’s so much interest in
equities in this region, it’s going to be an
easier sell than commodities...We have the
same goal, which is to grow the liquidity
on both our exchanges.” The ADX did not
respond to requests for comment.

The introduction of stock futures could
be a major development for equity mar-
kets in the United Arab Emirates, where

short-selling is banned and the lack of
opportunities to hedge has been one com-
plaint of foreign investors. With the excep-
tion of Kuwait, Gulf Arab stock markets
have been slow to introduce futures and
options. The NASDAQ Dubai exchange
launched an equity derivatives market in
2008 but it coincided with the global finan-
cial crisis and trading failed to gain critical
mass; the last trading there was in 2011. A
decision on where Abu Dhabi stock futures
would be listed has not been made. If they
were listed on the ADX, the UAE’s
Securities and Commodities Authority

would need to create new rules to cover
them, said a source familiar with the issue.

Instead the futures contracts might be
listed on the DME; it is regulated by the
Dubai Financial Services Authority (DFSA),
which supervises the emirate’s financial
free zone and the DME already trades oil
futures under the auspices of the DFSA.
Galen Moore, head of regional equity mar-
ket-making at National Bank of Abu Dhabi,
currently the only licensed market-maker
on the Abu Dhabi bourse, said the intro-
duction of futures and options was just a
matter of time. —  Reuters

Abu Dhabi, Dubai exchanges explore possibility of stock futures

Tsipras seeks ruling party 
members’ vote on bailout

Talks with EU, IMF creditors continuing in Athens

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras holds a bottle of water as he is surrounded by photographers
during a meeting of ruling radical left Syriza party’s central committee in Athens, yesterday. Tsipras called
for an extraordinary party congress in September, after Greece is expected to seal a new bailout deal with its
international creditors, in a bid to end a rebellion by his hardline lawmakers that is threatening to topple his
coalition government. — AP

ESPOO: Picture taken on July 28, 2015, shows an outside
view of Finnish telecom group Nokia headquarters in
Espoo, Finland. Share prices of Finnish telecom group
Nokia rose 7.5 percent yesterday, in Helsinki as the compa-
ny announced its network equipment business had signifi-
cantly improved profitability in the second quarter.  — AFP 



Irish economy 
grows strongly 

DUBLIN: Ireland’s economy grew by 1.4 percent quarter-on-quarter
in the first three months of the year, in a recovery that is forecast to
make it the fastest-growing economy in Europe for the second year
running in 2015. Ireland’s economy expanded by 5.2 percent last
year, revised up yesterday from 4.8 percent previously, its best per-
formance since 2007 before a property crash plunged it into reces-
sion and triggered a fiscal and banking crisis.

The upward revisions mean that at 189 billion euros, the Irish
economy is now larger than at the height of the “Celtic Tiger” boom
in 2007. “It is quite clear that Ireland will easily top the euro zone
growth league table for the second-year running,” Merrion
Stockbrokers’ chief economist Alan McQuaid said.  “Growth is now
more likely to be in the 5 to 6 percent range for 2015, a positive
boost for the government ahead of next year’s general election.” As
the euro zone economy slowly improves, some of the countries that
led it into a debt crisis are leading the way.  Spain, another economy
wrecked by a banking crisis, grew at its fastest quarterly pace in over
eight years in the second quarter.

Ireland’s strong start followed better than initially estimated
growth of 1.2 percent in the fourth quarter and put gross domestic
product 6.5 percent ahead of the first quarter a year ago, the Central
Statistics Office said.  Five economists polled by Reuters had predict-
ed growth of 1.5 percent on the quarter. Exports rose 2.3 percent
quarter-on-quarter and personal consumption, chiefly responsible
for the 2014 upgrades, was up 1.2 percent. Investment spending fell
by 3.1 percent, following a series of large increases in 2014.

That was in line with a range of other figures, from robust retail
sales to shrinking unemployment, that Ireland’s central bank said
pointed to increased domestic demand growth in the first half as it
increased growth projections on Wednesday.  The turnaround after
exiting an international bailout just 18 months ago has allowed the
government to quickly reduce its debt and budget deficit, while at
the same time promising voters tax cuts and more spending ahead
of elections.  Finance Minister Michael Noonan said this month that
growth this year may be slightly more than the 4 percent forecast by
government, and that the budget deficit could fall below the 2.3
percent of GDP predicted in April.  — Reuters
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F R A N K F U R T :  German air l ine
Lufthansa, still reeling from the crash
of one of its Germanwings planes in
March over the French Alps, said yes-
terday it tripled net profit in the sec-
ond quarter, helped by cheap fuel.

The company posted “sol id
results” in the April-to-June period,
although earnings “were strongly
impacted by external effects”, chief
financial officer Simone Menne told a
telephone conference.

Net profit soared to 529 million
euros ($580 million) during the sec-
ond quarter,  up from 173 mill ion
euros one year ago. 

The report beat the expectations

of analysts polled by financial servic-
es company Factset, whose average
forecast was 279 million euros.

Among the fortuitous factors for
the company were low fuel prices
and a r ise in interest rates which
automatically eased pressure on the
airline to top up guaranteed pension
levels.

Such effects  outweighed the
weakness of the euro against the US
dollar, which put pressure on earn-
ings, costing 158 million euros during
the first half.

Turnover climbed by nearly nine
percent to 8.4 billion euros during
the second quarter despite a decline

in per-passenger income of nearly six
percent due to ferocious competition
in the sector driving down prices. 

During the first half, when the air-
line was hit by crippling pilot strikes
which cost 100 mill ion euros, net
profit reached 954 million euros com-
pared to a net loss of 79 million euros
during the same period in 2014.

Menne said the second half would
be “more demanding”.

“The pressure on income per pas-
senger will continue and we will no
longer have some of the positive
effects seen in the first half,” she said.
Lufthansa confirmed its forecast of
adjusted earnings before interest and

taxes for the year of more than 1.5
billion euros. 

The airline has been in the head-
l ines  constant ly  over  the
Germanwings crash in the French
Alps on March 24 that killed 150 peo-
ple, which has been blamed on a sui-
cidal co-pilot.

Lufthansa was forced this month
to defend its treatment of families of
victims, saying a settlement offer it
made had gone “well beyond” what
was required by law.

Relatives of German victims have
turned down the parent company’s
compensation offer and accused it of
ignoring their suffering. —AFP

Lufthansa lifted by cheap fuel, triples net profit

LONDON: Royal  Dutch Shel l
announced deep cuts  to jobs and
investment yesterday as the global
energy giant prepares for a prolonged
period of low oil prices.Shell expects to
eliminate 6,500 staff and contractor
positions this year as it seeks to reduce
operating costs by 10 percent, the
Netherlands-based company said
Thursday. The company also plans to
reduce capital investment by $7 bil-
l ion, or 20 percent.  The cuts were
announced as Shell reported that sec-
ond-quarter net income fell 25 percent
to $3.99 billion. Brent crude, a bench-
mark for North Sea oil, averaged about
$62 a barrel during the period, down
from $110 in the second quarter of
2014.

“Today’s oil price downturn could
last for several years, and Shell’s plan-
ning assumptions  reflect today’s mar-
ket realities,” Chief Executive Ben van
Beurden said. “The company has to be
resilient in today’s oil price environ-
ment, even though we see the poten-
tial for a return to a $70-$90 oil price
band in the medium term.”

Shell also said it had agreed to sell a
33 percent stake in Japan’s Showa
Shell Sekiyu for around $1.4 billion.

Production of oil and natural gas fell
11 percent to the equivalent of 2.73
million barrels a day during the second
quarter, partly due to the sale of assets
in North America and security con-
cerns in Nigeria.

Shel l  plans to bolster  earnings
through the $70 billion acquisition of
British Gas announced in April.

The deal, which is scheduled to be
completed in early 2016, will produce
cost savings of about $2.5 billion a year
by 2018, the company said Thursday.
Shell also said it expects to sell $30 bil-
lion of assets between 2016 and 2018
as the two companies’ holdings are
combined and restructured.

Looking into the future, Shell is bet-
ting on offshore oil fields in Alaska,
which van Beurden described as hav-
ing the potential to produce more
energy than the biggest projects in the
Gulf of Mexico.

The company has committed

resources to develop the long-term
potential of the fields over the next
two years and plans to start produc-
tion in 2030, van Beurden said at a
news conference.   He said Alaska
should be considered a “long-term
play.”

Van Beurden said Shell is taking a
prudent approach through the down-

turn, making sure it can pay dividends
to shareholders. The company will pay
a dividend of 47 cents a share on sec-
ond quarter earnings.

“These are challenging times for the
industry, and we are responding with
urgency and determination, but also
with a great sense of excitement for
the future,” van Beurden said. - AP

LONDON: Ben Van Beurden, (R) Chief Executive Officer of Royal Dutch
Shell, and Simon Henry, Chief Financial Officer of Royal Dutch Shell,
address a press conference in central London yesterday. Royal Dutch Shell
yesterday said it plans to reduce its headcount by 6,500 this year owing to
sliding oil prices and as it looks to complete a mega takeover. — AFP 

Shell cut jobs to cope with 
long period of cheap oil

Oil price downturn could last for several years

TOKYO: This photo taken on July 29, 2015 shows Japan
Airlines (JAL) passenger jets taxing at Haneda International
Airport in Tokyo. Japan Airlines (JAL) said yesterday its net
profit in the April-June quarter more than doubled to 32.61
billion yen (263 million USD) thanks to a jump in tourist
arrivals and a drop in fuel costs.  — AFP 
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LONDON: BAE Systems, Europe’s biggest
defence contractor, is still waiting on secur-
ing the new aircraft orders it needs to meet
its annual earnings target, it said yesterday.

In reporting a 3 percent slip in first-half
earnings per share, BAE maintained its fore-
cast given in February that for 2015 underly-
ing earnings per share would be marginally
higher than the 38 pence per share it made
in 2014, depending on whether it secured
“anticipated” new aircraft orders, which are
most likely to come from Saudi Arabia for
the Eurofighter Typhoon.

The company, which generates about a
fifth of its total sales from Saudi Arabia,
needs to sell more Typhoons to Saudi and

other Middle East customers to keep pro-
duction of the jet going beyond 2018.

Saudi agreed to buy 72 Typhoons from
Britain in 2007 but there have been no new
orders for the jet since Oman’s in 2012.  The
Typhoon is a joint project between BAE
Systems with partners Airbus Group and
Finmeccanica. Chief Executive Ian King con-
firmed on a call with reporters that sales
campaigns were underway. “There are a
number of active campaigns and a number
of potential customers and I think we’ve
been clear that the Middle East is an area
where there are requirements,” he said on
Thursday. Meeting forecasts is also depend-
ent on a review of options for a shipyard in

Australia, where it could take a provision,
estimated by UBS analysts to be between 50
to 60 million pounds, if it was to decide to
scale down facilities there. “It’s conditional
on determining with the Australian govern-
ment what the future of the shipbuild indus-
try is, it’s not necessarily about orders, we
need to take a long term view on what they
want as capabilities,” King said.

Analysts at Morgan Stanley said that the
absence of a new order for Typhoon would
be of greater concern than any restructuring
of BAE’s shipbuilding business in Australia.

“Nothing in today’s statement changes
our view that negotiations could yet yield a
positive outcome,” they said on a possible

new Typhoon order.
Saudi Arabia has grown more aggressive

this year in countering Iran across the region
and analysts said that the nuclear agree-
ment struck between Iran and six world
powers to release it from sanctions, could
encourage Saudi to buy more jets.

BAE said overall it had performed well in
the first six months of 2015, reporting under-
lying earnings per share of 17.1 pence,
slightly behind the 17.7 pence it made in the
same period last year but ahead of the con-
sensus market forecast and helped by a
favourable exchange rate. The half-year divi-
dend was increased to 8.4 pence from 8.2
pence last time.  —Reuters

BAE Systems waiting for expected combat jet orders

FRANKFURT: In this Oct. 30, 2014 picture the Deutsche Bank headquarters are photographed in Frankfurt, Germany.
Deutsche Bank’s net profit rose in the second quarter, but legal expenses stemming from investigations of the bank’s past
conduct also increased and the bank’s new co-CEO said yesterday its financial performance was unsatisfactory. —AP

Deutsche Bank says legal 
charges threatens recovery

Quarterly results largely in line with expectations
FRANKFURT: Deutsche Bank’s new boss
hit out at staff in a memo yesterday saying
performance was “nowhere good enough”
after Germany’s largest bank warned that
its turnaround was at risk from heavy legal
charges.

New chief executive John Cryan said
“wasteful” cost increases had gobbled up
revenue. “The status quo is not an option,”
he said in staff memo after the bank
reported a second-quarter net profit of
818 million euros, slightly better than
expected.

The bank set aside 1.2 billion euros
($1.3 billion) for fines and settlements and
said it might not reach its 2020 perform-
ance targets, which include a return on
tangible equity of over 10 percent com-
pared to 5.7 percent now, should fines and
settlements continue to batter its bottom
line.

The results are Deutsche Bank’s first
under Cryan, who took over in July after
the early departure of co-chief executives
Anshu Jain and Juergen Fitschen was
announced.

Investors expect Cryan to lead big
changes at Deutsche, which has been hit
by scandals and fines. Itis the lowest-rank-
ing global investment bank when meas-
ured by its price to book ratio of around
0.6.

“Cryan has a different focus from Jain.
He cares less about market share and
league tables, rather that costs are too
high and there are too many low-yielding
assets on the balance sheet,” analyst Dirk
Becker at brokerage KeplerCheuvreux
said.

Cryan is one of four new chief execu-
tives seeking to overhaul some of Europe’s
major banks, which have taken longer to
recover from the financial crisis than North
American rivals.  They include Standard
Chartered, Credit Suisse , and Barclays.

All face problems with heavy costs and
shifting regulatory sands that have forced
banks to set aside increasing amounts of
capital to meet new safety requirements.

Deutsche Bank is embroiled in a public
dispute with its German supervisor Bafin
over its management controls.

Shrink to grow
As part of a 5-year strategic overhaul

that Cryan has said he will stick with,
Deutsche aims to cut some 4.7 billion
euros more in costs, carve out 150 billion
euros in investment bank assets, sell its
Postbank retail division via a stock market
listing. “Our challenges are also evident in
the unacceptably high level of our costs,
our continuing burden of heavy litigation
charges, a balance sheet that must be
more efficient, and the poor overall
returns to our shareholders,” said Cryan,
who will reveal details of the overhaul in
October.

In the quarter, investment bank rev-
enue rose 23 percent to 4.3 billion euros,
fueled by big gains in income from trading
stocks and bonds. But the division’s results
were flattered by a 213 million accounting
gain in derivatives positions due to hedg-
ing. “Without these one-off effects, bond
trading was weaker than in the year-ago
quarter. The numbers paint a picture that
is anything but rosy,” analyst Ingo
Frommen at bank LBBW, said.— Reuters

reva agrees to sale
of nuke reactor

unit to EDF
PARIS: Atomic energy giant Areva yesterday agreed to sell a
majority stake of its nuclear reactor unit to electricity group
EDF as part of a shake-up of the French sector.

EDF said in a statement that the long-time energy rivals
“signed an agreement of understanding on June 30” under
which the electricity utility will purchase between 51 and 75
percent of nuclear reactor unit Areva NP for an amount valu-
ing the entire affiliate at 2.7 billion euros ($3 billion).  EDF
president Jean-Bernard Levy said other potential industrial
partners had been contacted about buying minority stakes in
Areva BP.  Meantime, Bernard Fontana, former head of Swiss
cement giant Holcim, agreed to take the top spot at Areva NP,
it was announced.  The valuation was less than the four billion
euros Areva had sought for the reactor subsidiary, but will
provide part of the seven billion in financing Areva says it will
need  by 2017.

Areva also said it will seek a further 1.2 billion euros in
funds through internal financing operations, spending cuts
and further assets sales.  But the company acknowledged it
will still fall around 3.4 billion euros short of its funding
requirements, and will therefore still need “a significant capi-
tal increase”, according to company financial director
Stephane Lhopiteau.  The company is now expected to focus
on its uranium mining and nuclear waste treatment activities,
awaiting the necessary cash infusion the French government
previously promised as part of its mandated restructuring of
the country’s energy sector.

Under the accord announced Thursday, Areva and EDF will
also regroup their reactor engineering divisions into a merged
company.

Fukushima fall-out 
Once the world-beating, one-stop-shop in the global civil

nuclear sector, Areva encountered significant financial prob-
lems following the 2011 Fukushima disaster in Japan, as sever-
al countries sought to reduce or even eliminate nuclear ener-
gy, such as Germany’s plans to phase it out by 2022.
Meanwhile, Areva has run into major construction difficulties
with its first EPR reactor in Finland, which is now expected to
begin operating in 2018 — nine years late, and leaving Areva
with a bill for nearly four billion euros ($4.5 billion).

As losses mounted, so did Areva’s debt, which reached six
billion euros at the end of the first half of 2015.

As a result, the French government has been pushing for
greater partnership or a quasi-merger of long-time rivals
Areva and EDF to save a nuclear activity that French Economy
Minister Emmanuel Macron has called “an industry of the
future in France and abroad.”

The French state owns 87 percent of Areva and 84 percent
of EDF.  The sale of the nuclear reactor unit to EDF marks the
end of Areva’s formerly profitable full-service model, which
offered clients all aspects of development ranging from con-
ception and construction to fuel procurement and waste
treatment.

The agreement protects EDF and Areva NP from any fur-
ther losses that may arise from the delay-plagued Finnish
project, or a troubled EPR reactor being completed in
Flamanville, France.—AFP
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NEW DELHI:  India’s parliament is unlikely to
approve a landmark tax shakeup in its cur-
rent sitting, a new setback for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s reform agenda that makes
it harder to meet a deadline to launch the
new levy by next April.

Failure to pass the bill for a nationwide
goods and services tax (GST) in the “mon-
soon” session will further erode investor con-
fidence, already hurt by the slower-than-
expected progress on economic transforma-
tion since Modi took office a year ago.

The opposition Congress party has dis-
rupted the upper house of parliament every
day of the current session, which ends on
Aug. 13, in protest at alleged corruption

linked to the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party.
Senior members said that in its present

form the party will not support the GST bill,
which is a constitutional amendment and
requires a two-thirds majority to become
law. In the upper house, Congress and allies
control more than a third of votes.

The cabinet on Wednesday approved a
minor amendment to the bill suggested by a
select committee but did not address
Congress’ main issue - a 1 percent additional
levy that businesses warn undermines the
spirit of the tax. 

“If the government wants Congress sup-
port for the GST it should accommodate our
suggestions,” Anand Sharma, Congress’

deputy leader in the upper house told
Reuters.

His sentiments were echoed by Congress
veteran Mani Shankar Aiyar, who sat on the
select committee.

The GST seeks to turn India into a com-
mon market, harmonising a slew of state and
central levies into a national sales tax.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley calls it the
biggest reform since independence in 1947
that could add up to two percentage points
to overall economic growth.

Parliament’s approval will set in motion
steps towards a rollout of the new tax but
several more hoops must be passed before it
can be implemented. Officials say it will take

at least six months for India to be ready for
its formal launch.

“Any further delay will make it be very
tough to meet the April 1 deadline,” said
Rashmi Verma, a senior official in the finance
ministry’s revenue department. “We can still
meet the deadline, but it will be a very tough
ask.”

Months of parliamentary opposition
forced Modi to focus on the GST in this ses-
sion, scaling back earlier ambitions to make
progress on land and labour reforms before
Aug. 13.

On Thursday, Jaitley implored Congress to
help pass the tax bill. “These kinds of disrup-
tions hurt the economy,” he said. — Reuters

Political gridlock holds up India’s landmark tax reform

TOKYO: People wait to cross a street in front of an electronic stock indicator of a securities firm in Tokyo, yesterday.
Chinese stocks fell again Thursday while other major global markets rose after the US Federal Reserve left interest rates
unchanged at a record low. — AP

Dollar up on Fed rate talk, 
Asia markets mostly rise

Mood on global markets a little more upbeat
HONG KONG: The dollar pushed higher
yesterday after the Federal Reserve
upgraded its outlook on the US economy,
fuelling talk of a September interest rate
hike, while Asian shares were mostly up
after a Wall Street rally. With the mood on
global markets a little more upbeat than at
the start of the week, oil prices edged up
although concerns over a supply glut are
keeping a lid on rises.

Tokyo jumped 1.08 percent, or 219.92
points, to 20,522.83 as the yen weakened
against the greenback and top firms
including Nintendo reported strong earn-
ings. Sydney rose 0.81 percent, or 45.3
points, to close at 5,669.5 thanks to a pick-
up in iron ore prices.

Shanghai suffered a late sell-off to end
2.20 percent lower, dropping 83.40 points
to 3,705.77, while Hong Kong followed the
losses to close down 0.49 percent, or
121.47 points, at 24,497.98.

Seoul dropped 0.91 percent, or 18.59
points, to 2,019.03, hurt by selling in
heavyweight Samsung Electronics after it

reported disappointing earnings.
After a two-day policy meeting, the Fed

said in a statement that the world’s top
economy had expanded “moderately” in
recent months and the jobs market had
strengthened, but it noted continued
“soft” business investment and exports. 

It also said inflation was below target,
though it put much of that down to falling
energy prices and to cheaper imports
caused by the strong dollar.

While it gave no more clues about its
plans for raising interest rates, analysts
said the wording suggested September
was now a strong possibility for a rate rise.

On Wall Street, the Dow rose 0.69 per-
cent, the S&P 500 gained 0.73 percent and
the Nasdaq advanced 0.44 percent. The
gains were the second in a row after US
stocks suffered a five-day losing streak.

“The Fed statement was similar to the
last and it was a very modest upgrade to
previous language,” said Raiko Shareef, a
markets strategist at Bank of New Zealand
in Wellington.

Samsung woes 
“That will  make the two following

employment reports we get more impor-
tant, and strong results would support our
view of a September liftoff,” Shareef told
Bloomberg News. Economist Chris Low of
FTN Financial added that minor changes in
the language showed that “the past six
weeks data pushed the (policy committee)
a little closer to raising rates”. 

“But they are still waiting for more
good news before they actually pull the
trigger,” he said.

The chances of an earlier rate rise lifted
the dollar. In Tokyo trade it fetched 124.20
yen, compared with 123.91 yen in New
York. The euro bought $1.0955 and 136.02
yen against $1.0990 and 136.19 yen in US
trade. Seoul was dragged down by
Samsung, which tumbled 2.85 percent in
morning trade after releasing second-
quarter earnings showing net profit
dropped 8.0 percent owing to weak sales
of its flagship S6 smartphone.—AFP

China shares slide
as banks investigate

market exposure
HONG KONG/SHANGHAI:  China shares fell again yesterday
after a report that banks were trying to get to grips with their
financial exposure to the stock market slump in June, added
to a pall of uncertainty for investors.  Concerns about the level
of borrowing to fund market positions have been magnified
by the grey market - a loosely regulated network of state-
owned commercial banks, trust companies, fund managers,
and grassroots finance firms.  If banks decide to rein in their
exposure to the stock market, it could squeeze a line of credit
for potential buyers and so undermine confidence in a price
recovery.  The benchmark CSI300 index of the largest listed
companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen closed down 2.9 per-
cent, while the Shanghai Composite Index closed down 2.2
percent.

Still, the performances were relatively calm compared with
Monday, when stocks dropped more than 8 percent for their
biggest one-day drop since 2007. Analysts have struggled to
identify a single clear reason for the day’s tumble.  Chinese
authorities have scrambled to steady the rollercoaster stock
markets this year. Share prices more than doubled in the six
months to May, before crashing in June by more than a third.

Marshall Mays, director of Emerging Alpha Advisors, a fund
management company in Hong Kong, said he expected
Beijing to adopt a “whatever it takes” policy to underpin the
stock markets. “The CCP cannot allow prices to collapse,” he
said, referring to the Communist Party.

Politburo vows action
China’s Politburo, a decision-making body of the

Communist Party, promised to step up targeted adjustments
of economic policy to foster stable growth in the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, local media said on Thursday - adding
to a series of statements lately that could point to more policy
easing at any time.

In a rare acknowledgement of the growth challenges faced
by China, state radio quoted the Politburo as saying the coun-
try had yet to find new drivers to power its economy at a time
when old engines were flagging.

To ensure the Chinese economy can sustain a “reasonable”
pace of growth, the Politburo reiterated the government’s line
that it would keep economic policies broadly stable, while
increasing targeted adjustments.

Citing unidentified bank officials, the China Securities
Journal said Chinese banks had been checking their exposure
to the stock market via wealth management products and
loans collateralised with shares.

Banks have been a major source of lending to the grey
market for stock investors but the pace of the stock market fall
in June may have put their money at risk, analysts said.
Monday’s shock drop jolted markets, and traders said many
investors are now waiting on the sidelines to see if prices sta-
bilise before they will buy shares again. The exact reason for
the fall remains a mystery.

One explanation may come from money markets.
Authorities had pumped a net 85 billion yuan ($13.7 billion)
into money markets at the end of June, just as they were try-
ing to stop a free-fall in share prices.

Stocks stabilised, but then the central bank began cau-
tiously draining funds and short-term borrowing costs crept
higher. On cue, stocks tanked on Monday. — Reuters
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TORONTO: Troy Tulowitzki homered and
had three hits in his Blue Jays debut as
Toronto beat the Philadelphia Phillies 8-2
on Wednesday night. The five-time All-Star,
who was acquired in a trade with the
Colorado Rockies, went 3 for 5 with two
doubles and three RBIs. He scored three
times. RA Dickey (5-10) allowed two runs,
none earned, and seven hits in eight
innings to win consecutive starts for the
first time this season. The Blue Jays
snapped Philadelphia’s winning streak at
five games and handed the Phillies just
their second loss in 11 games since the All-
Star break. Toronto has won nine of the
past 10 meetings with Philadelphia.
Tulowitzki was cheered when he came out
for pregame stretching and got a standing
ovation before his first at-bat, stepping out
briefly to let the noise subside. After work-
ing the count to 2-2, he struck out swing-
ing on a breaking ball. Starting in the lead-
off spot for the first time in his career,
Tulowitzki connected for a two-run, sec-
ond-deck blast off Jerome Williams in the
third inning.

ASTROS 6, ANGELS 3
Rookie Lance McCullers pitched seven

solid innings and Preston Tucker and Jon
Singleton both homered to help Houston
Astros to a win over Los Angeles to regain
first place in the American League West.
Houston also took the first game of the
series to move ahead of the Angels, who
came into town leading the division.
McCullers (5-3) allowed five hits and one
run with five strikeouts to lower his ERA
to 2.48. The Astros trailed by one before a
two-run fifth, capped by an RBI single by
Jose Altuve made it 2-1. Tucker hit a solo
homer in the sixth and Singleton’s shot
came in the seventh to push the lead to
4-1. Los Angeles starter Garrett Richards
(10-8) yielded seven hits and four runs in
6 1-3 innings.

DODGERS 10, ATHLETICS 7
Pinch-hitter Kike Hernandez delivered

the go-ahead, two-run double during a
five-run seventh inning, and Los Angeles
rallied from a three-run deficit for a wild vic-
tory over Oakland. Yasiel Puig hit a two-run
homer on his bobblehead night for the
Dodgers (57-45), who snapped their three-
game losing streak and avoided falling out
of first place for the first time in two
months. Puig added an RBI single in the
seventh, capping the Dodgers’ comeback
after the last-place A’s scored four runs in
the top half of the seventh to take a 6-3
lead. Brett Lawrie had a ninth-inning homer
among his career-high four hits and four
RBIs for Oakland, which has lost five of six.

PADRES 7, METS 3
Justin Upton homered and drove in

three runs and Yonder Alonso also con-
nected as San Diego beat New York
despite three long balls from Lucas Duda.
Duda hit the first of his home runs leading
off the second to end Tyson Ross’ streak of
starts without allowing one at 16, a Padres
record. Ross (7-8) hadn’t given up a homer
since April 28, a span of 100 innings. Duda
also connected in the sixth off Kevin
Quackenbush and in the ninth off Marcos
Mateo. Duda has six homers in the last
four games after going through an
extended slump.

REDS 1, CARDINALS 0
Jay Bruce homered in the second to

back Anthony DeSclafani’s seven innings of
three-hit ball, and Cincinnati shut out St.
Louis for the second straight night. The
Reds ended a nine-series losing streak in St
Louis and have won consecutive games at
Busch Stadium for the first time since July 6
and Sept 2, 2011. It was the first time
Cincinnati won consecutive games in the
same series since June 2006. Bruce’s 17th
home run moved him ahead of Barry
Larkin to ninth in franchise history with 199
homers. DeSclafani (6-7) did the rest, walk-
ing three and striking out three. Aroldis
Chapman collected his 21st save in 22
opportunities. The Cardinals squandered
another strong outing from John Lackey
(9-6), who gave up two hits in eight innings
and has posted a 1.67 ERA during his last
nine outings.

RANGERS 5, YANKEES
Colby Lewis went six innings for his

11th victory and the Texas Rangers

snapped a three-game losing streak with a
win over AL East-leading New York. Adrian
Beltre had two hits and scored twice for the
Rangers, who won for only the second time
in their last 14 home games. After the
Yankees scored two runs in the second,
nine fewer than in the same inning the pre-
vious night in a 21-5 win, the Rangers went
ahead to stay with three runs in the second
off Masahiro Tanaka (7-4). Beltre had a sin-
gle to start the second, before Mitch
Moreland walked and Josh Hamilton had
the first of his two RBI singles in the game.
Texas went ahead after run-scoring hits by
Shin-Soo Choo and Delino DeShields.
Lewis (11-4) struck out five while scattering
seven hits and allowing two runs.

TIGERS 2, RAYS 1
Justin Verlander outlasted Chris Archer

for his first win this season and Detroit
avoided a three-game sweep by beating
Tampa Bay. Verlander (1-3), who retired his
first 14 batters before Asdrubal Cabrera
homered on an 0-1 pitch with two outs in
the fifth, gave up one run, four hits and
had 10 strikeouts. Archer (9-8) lost a per-
fect game bid and the lead in the seventh
inning. The right-hander, 0-4 over six starts
since beating Toronto on June 23, allowed

two unearned runs, three hits and struck
out 11 in seven innings. Jose Iglesias
became the first Tigers’ base runner with a
one-out infield single that Cabrera fielded
between short and third, but his off-bal-
ance one-hop throw wasn’t in time. After
Cabrera was charged with an error for mis-
playing Yoenis Cespedes’ grounder, the
Tigers took a 2-1 lead on RBI singles by J.D.
Martinez and Nick Castellanos, whose liner
deflected off Cabrera’s glove.

NATIONALS 7, MARLINS 2
Bryce Harper blasted two home runs

into the upper deck and drove in four for
Washington in a win over Miami. Michael
Taylor also homered and drove in two for
Washington. Doug Fister (4-6) picked up
the win. allowing two runs and four hits in
six innings. Harper’s first homer, a three-
run shot, came off of Tom Koehler (8-7) in
the fifth inning breaking a 2-all tie. Harper
then led off the eighth by hitting a first-

pitch fastball from Sam Dyson deep to
right field for his 29th home run of the sea-
son. It was his third multi-home run game
of the season, first since hitting two
against Atlanta on May 8. The Marlins’
Ichiro Suzuki had two hits to put him over
the 2,900-hit plateau.

INDIANS 12, ROYALS 1
Corey Kluber took a shutout into the

ninth, rookie Francisco Lindor hit a three-
run homer and had a career-high four RBIs,
and the Indians avoided a winless homes-
tand with a victory Kansas City. Michael
Brantley, Yan Gomes and rookie Giovanny
Urshela hit solo homers for Cleveland,
which had been outscored 37-10 in losing
the first six games of the homestand.
Michael Bourn was 4 for 5 as Cleveland
had a season-high 18 hits. Kluber (6-11)
held Kansas City to five hits. The reigning
Cy Young Award winner retired the first 12
batters before Eric Hosmer’s leadoff dou-
ble in the fifth. Alex Rios’ RBI groundout in
the ninth scored the Royals’ only run.
Kansas City starter Jeremy Guthrie allowed
three home runs - all in the sixth inning -
and hit three batters, including Brantley in
the fifth. Indians manager Terry Francona
was ejected by plate umpire Tom

Woodring after Brantley was hit in the leg.

PIRATES 10, TWINS 4
Andrew McCutchen hit a home run and

turned an RBI single into race around the
bases while Minnesota made two errors in
a five-run sixth inning, helping Francisco
Liriano and Pittsburgh beat Minnesota for a
two-game sweep. Jung Ho Kang homered
for the second straight day for the Pirates,
after going deep for the go-ahead run in
the ninth the night before. McCutchen’s
two-run, two-strike, two-out drive off Ervin
Santana (2-1) in the fifth inning tied the
game at 3, and the Twins unraveled in the
sixth. One run scored on a wild pitch. Then
Santana walked two straight. Starling
Marte hit a sacrifice fly, and McCutchen hit
a sharp single that bounced in front of left
fielder Eddie Rosario. The  ball skipped past
him to the warning track, allowing another
run to score and McCutchen to reach third.
The slow-rolling relay throw scooted

underneath Eduardo Nunez’s glove for
another error that allowed McCutchen to
score - but not before he collided with
Nunez, contact that was hard enough to
knock them both to the ground. Liriano (7-
6) improved to 3-0 in his last six starts. The
Pirates have won five of their last six games
to tighten their grip on the NL’s first wild-
card spot.

GIANTS 5, BREWERS 0
Hunter Pence doubled in Matt Duffy to

break a scoreless tie in the seventh inning
and San Francisco held on to beat
Milwaukee. Pence also made two sparkling
defensive plays in the outfield as the Giants
bounced back from their only loss on this
six-game homestand to beat the Brewers
for the fifth time in six games this season.
Ehire Adrianza added a two-run single and
Brandon Crawford had a sacrifice fly for the
defending World Series champs, who
scored all of their runs in the fourth. San
Francisco has won 10 of 12 games since
the All-Star break. Hunter Strickland (1-1)
retired three batters for the win, his first
since Sept. 27, 2014.

WHITE SOX 9, RED SOX 2
Adam Eaton opened the game with a

home run, Jose Quintana pitched 6 1/3 sol-
id innings and Chicago beat Boston for its
seventh straight win. Eaton and Melky
Cabrera both had three hits, including RBI
singles. Alexei Ramirez hit a solo homer for
the White Sox, who built a 6-0 lead and
chased Boston starter Rick Porcello in the
third inning. Mike Napoli homered and
drove in two runs for the Red Sox, who
have lost 12 of 14. Quintana (6-9) allowed
two runs and six hits, striking out three and
walking one. He gave up Napoli’s homer
into the Green Monster seats in the sev-
enth. Porcello (5-11) was tagged for six runs
and seven hits in two-plus innings, the sec-
ond time in five starts he’s lasted just two
innings. He gave up seven runs in a loss at
Toronto on July 1.

ORIOLES 2, BRAVES 0
Chris Tillman took a three-hitter into

the ninth inning, Jonathan Schoop and J.J.
Hardy homered and Baltimore beat skid-
ding Atlanta for a three-game sweep.
Tillman (8-7) was lifted after giving up a
two-out double to Cameron Maybin in
the ninth. The right-hander had retired 13
straight batters to that point. Zach Britton
got the final out for his 26th save. Tillman
struck out two and walked none in win-
ning his sixth straight decision since May
31. He’s 3-0 with a 1.09 ERA in his last six
starts. The victory was the fifth straight for
Baltimore, tying a season high. The surge
has carried the Orioles within one game of
Minnesota for the second AL wild-card
slot. Baltimore has allowed only seven
runs during its winning streak, which
includes its first sweep of Atlanta since
1999. Since reaching .500 on July 7, the
Braves have lost 13 of 17 overall and 10 of
11 on the road.

CUBS 3, ROCKIES 2
Jon Lester struck out 14, one shy of his

career high and the most for a Cubs pitcher
in more than a decade, leading Chicago
over Colorado. A day after he was acquired
from Toronto, Jose Reyes was 1 for 3 with a
walk and a stolen base in his Rockies’ debut.
The four-time All-Star, obtained in a trade
that sent Troy Tulowitzki to Toronto, batted
second and singled in his first at-bat for
Colorado, then was caught stealing. Lester
(6-8) struck out seven of his first eight hitters
and nine of the first 14. He allowed two
runs, five hits and one walk in eight innings.
His strikeout high was set for Boston on
May 3 last year against Oakland. He became
the first Cubs pitcher to strike out 14 since
Mark Prior had 16 on Sept. 30, 2004.

DIAMONDBACKS 8, MARINERS 2
Welington Castillo homered twice off

Seattle ace Felix Hernandez, including a
two-run shot in the first inning, and
Arizona won its fifth straight. Arizona
completed its first sweep of Seattle and
fifth this season thanks Castillo’s two long
balls. Castillo hit a two-run homer off
Hernandez (12-6) as part of Arizona’s four-
run first inning, then added a solo shot
leading off the fourth inning. He became
just the sixth player to homer twice in the
same game off Hernandez. Castillo, who
was on Seattle’s roster briefly earlier in the
season before being traded to Arizona,
homered three times in the series. Patrick
Corbin (2-3) allowed just one run and
three hits in six innings, winning for the
first time since his season debut on July 4
as he continues to come back from
Tommy John surgery.— AP 

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Dodgers right fielder Yasiel Puig can’t reach a ball hit for a double by Oakland
Athletics’ Brett Lawrie during the fourth inning of a baseball game on Wednesday, July 29, 2015. —AP 

Blue Jays overpower Phillies 8-2 
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KUALA LUMPUR: The International Olympic
Committee has strengthened human rights
demands for cities vying for the Olympics, but
has little choice when deciding between
China and Kazakhstan for the 2022 Winter
Games today. Both countries have “extremely
poor” records on basic rights, according to
Human Rights Watch which has called on the
IOC to force the winner to stick to commit-
ments made under the Olympic deal. The IOC
passed reforms in December which included
a demand that host cities ban sexual discrimi-
nation and guarantee free reporting of the
Olympics. That came partly after outrage over
Russia’s anti-gay law introduced just before it
hosted the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi. But

the Olympic leadership can do little about
government action against opponents.

IOC president Thomas Bach often says
that national laws have to be respected, and
rights have not figured strongly in the public
debate about whether the 2022 Games
should go to Beijing or Almaty, the former
Kazakh capital.  China, the favorites for the
2022 vote by the IOC, this month detained or
called for questioning more than 130 lawyers
in its latest crackdown, according to Chinese
rights groups. In Kazakhstan, there were
“between 350 and 400 complaints of torture
and other ill-treatment... annually in 2013 and
2014,” according to rights group Amnesty
International. Nursultan Nazarbayev, the

authoritarian president, regularly faces criti-
cism from abroad.

‘Extreme test’
Oil-rich Kazakhstan’s Prime Minister Karim

Massimov said that holding the Olympics
could improve the political atmosphere. “We
have 100 different ethnic groups and 40 dif-
ferent confessions” and have created “peace-
ful development”, Massimov told reporters
yesterday while lobbying in Kuala Lumpur for
the Olympic bid. “I strongly believe in the fact
that Almaty 2022 and the direction of the
Olympic movement will influence the human
rights development in the country and I will
do whatever it takes to make it happen.

“We will do everything in accordance
with international Olympic movement direc-
tion. It’s not because of the IOC, its because
we mean that.” China, which was hailed for
its 2008 summer Olympics, has long insisted
that politics should be kept out of sport.
“While it is only normal for different groups
to raise specific interests around major sport-
ing events, we believe in the Olympic
Charter’s vision to protect the power of sport
from political influence,” said a statement
sent to AFP by the Beijing bid committee
when asked about human rights.  “Beijing
2022 will continue to follow the Olympic
Charter and stand by the effort to keep poli-
tics and sport separate.”— AFP 

Human rights given low profile in 2022 Games debate

LOS ANGELES: Members of the Explosive All-Stars cheer athletes during track competition at the Special
Olympics World Games at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. — AP 

IOC faces tricky choice for 
2022 Winter Olympic host

KUALA LUMPUR: The global economic crisis
and the shifting power-base of world sport
have left the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) facing a difficult decision. Today, in a
convention centre in downtown Kuala
Lumpur, the IOC membership will cast their
vote to decide the host city for the 2022
Winter Olympics. In normal times, the election
of an Olympic host city is a hotly-contested
event with the candidates hosting lavish
receptions and tuning on the offensive charm
to win the right to stage one of the biggest
festivals in world sport. But not this time. There
are only two candidates, both somewhat
unlikely; Beijing and Almaty, Kazakhstan,
ensuring that Asia will host three Olympics in a
row after Pyeongchang, South Korea was
awarded the 2018 Winter Games and Tokyo
the 2022 Summer Games.

For the IOC, it is a double-edged sword.
The appeal of taking the biggest events to
Asia, home to more than half of the world’s
population and boasting the fastest growing
regional economy in the world, is obvious and
irresistible. But it is the lack of interest from
other parts of the world that worries the IOC.
Four different candidates from Europe origi-
nally entered the bidding race, but all dropped
out, mostly because of the escalating costs.

Last week, Tokyo were forced to scrap their
plans for their new national stadium, which
will be the centrepiece of the 2020 Summer
Games, for a cheaper version.

This week, Boston pulled out of the run-
ning for the 2024 Summer Games, two years
even before the vote takes place. The IOC has
already taken steps to address the issue, intro-
ducing a range of new reforms at the end of
last year, called Olympic Agenda 2020.
Designed to make the bidding and staging of
the Olympics much cheaper, they will kick in
for the 2024 bidding race although both
Beijing and Almaty have already embraced
elements in their proposed plans. “There are
positive signs that we are moving in the right
direction,” the IOC president Thomas Bach said
at yesterday’s official opening of the session.

“Olympic Agenda 2020 gives us a clear
vision of where we are headed, how we can
protect the uniqueness of the Olympic Games
and strengthen Olympic values in society.
“But this is not the time to look back - our
focus has to be on the road ahead.” For the
IOC, the choice between Beijing and Almaty is
still a tricky one. The Chinese capital is the
clear favorite but it’s not quite the David v
Goliath battle most would expect. Money is
not a problem for either candidate. Both have

rapidly growing economies and a lot of the
facilities already in place. Beijing has a proven
record, having hosted the Summer Olympics
in 2008. If chosen for 2022, Beijing would
become the first city to host both the Summer
and Winter Olympics.

The bidding committee plans to use many
of the buildings that hosted events in 2008 for
the indoor ice events in 2022, but the outdoor
events present more problems. The two
mountain venues, Yanqing and Zhangjiakou,
are 60 and 140 kilometers away, and can only
be reached by an as-yet unbuilt high-speed
train. And the mountains don’t get enough
natural snow for the alpine events, forcing
organizers to cover the slopes with tons of
man-made flakes. Almaty, by comparison, is a
winter wonderland. Nestled in Central Asia,
the financial capital of Kazakhstan is sur-
rounded by 4,000 metre mountains in the
Tien Shan ranges.

The second-largest former Soviet oil pro-
ducer after Russia, Kazakhstan bid for the 2014
Winter Olympics but failed to make it past the
first round and hopes that winning the vote
this time will help develop businesses beyond
the energy sector as oil prices fall. “This bid is
about more than sport for us,” Almaty 2022
vice-chairman Andrey Kryukov said. — Reuters

Beijing and Almaty make 
final pitch for 2022 votes
KUALA LUMPUR: Beijing and Almaty made their final bids for the
2022 Winter Olympics with China’s basketball legend Yao Ming
countering Kazakhstan’s prime minister in the battle to sway deci-
sion-makers ahead of today’s vote. China, because of its political and
economic clout, is the strong favorite in the smallest contest for a
Winter Olympics in four decades. But the Kazakh city, Almaty, has
gained ground in recent months with its compact Games plan and
the promise of “real” snow while most of China’s will be machine
made. Eighty-six International Olympic Committee (IOC) members
will vote in a secret ballot today in Kuala Lumpur after final presen-
tations by the Asian rivals. “Both candidate cities, we wish all the
very best for tomorrow and thank them already now for their great
contribution to the Olympic movement,” IOC president Thomas
Bach said as he opened the special session yesterday. Former
Houston Rockets centre Yao will be one of the stars of the Chinese
show for the IOC today, promising to spread the appeal of winter
sports in the rising world power.

Beijing, which hosted the 2008 Olympics, wants to become the
first city to stage the summer and winter Games. “We offer the
proven capability to host the Games and much more: the chance for
winter sports to reach millions of new people and grow into the
future,” said Beijing’s mayor Wang Anshun. Kazakhstan’s Prime
Minister Karim Massimov will lead the oil-rich former Soviet repub-
lic’s call to be allowed to claim a place on the world map. Almaty is
making its second bid to get the Winter Olympics. “I’m talking to IOC
members, I strongly believe we have a good chance to make it hap-
pen,” Massimov said.

Beijing favorites
Six cities were originally in the race to follow 2018 hosts

Pyeongchang in South Korea. But after Russia spent more than $50
billion to stage the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi, Oslo, Stockholm,
Krakow in Poland and Lviv in Ukraine all withdrew because of cost
fears and local politics. Beijing is considered a ‘safe bet’ by IOC mem-
bers because of its experience from 2008. Some venues from 2008,
including the Bird’s Nest national stadium, will be used again.
China’s weakness is the distance between venues-Zhangjiakou
which will host nordic skiing and ski jumping is 200 kilometers (125
miles) from Beijing  and its lack of snow.

All of Almaty’s venues are within 30 kilometers of the former capi-
tal. Almaty which has plentiful snow and dramatic mountain scenery
around the city has also made veiled digs at China’s reliance on artifi-
cial snow flakes, with its campaign entitled “Keeping It Real.” IOC
president Thomas Bach told AFP ahead of the vote that there are two
“excellent” candidates and that he was not disappointed that there
are only two cities left. It is the smallest number of cities in the final
vote since Lake Placid in the United States won the 1980 Winter
Games unopposed. “We had just three candidates for the last Winter
Games. Due to geographical reasons there are only three continents
in the world that can organize a Winter Games,” Bach said. 

Bach has passed reforms aiming to bring down the cost and
administrative burden of hosting the Games as well as making them
more environmentally friendly. After the largesse of Sochi, Almaty
has estimated a budget of $3.6 billion and said 70 percent of the
venues are already built. Beijing has said it will spend $3.06 billion,
but that does not include an estimated $5 billion for a high speed
train from Beijing to Zhangjiakou. Both countries have human rights
records that have been condemned by activist groups. But human
rights have not played a major role in the public debate for 2022.
The announcement of the winner will be made about 0930 GMT
today.—AFP 
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DHAKA: South Africa cricketer Dale Steyn (2nd left) celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Bangladesh bats-
man Mohammad Mahmudullah (unseen)  during the first day of the second cricket Test match between Bangladesh and
South Africa at The Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP 

Steyn, Duminy put South 
Africa on top in 2nd Test

DHAKA: Dale Steyn claimed his 400th
Test scalp as he shared six wickets with
JP Duminy, giving South Africa the edge
yesterday on the first day of the second
and final Test against Bangladesh in
Dhaka.  Paceman Steyn claimed 3-30
while off-spinner Duminy took 3-27, as a
mini collapse in the final session restrict-
ed Bangladesh to 246-8 at stumps.
Skipper Mushfiqur Rahim scored the
lone half-century for Bangladesh and
made a 94-run partnership with
Mahmudullah for the fourth wicket after
he won the toss and elected to bat.
Rahim hit 65 off 125 balls, his 15th Test
fifty and first in 12 innings as
Bangladesh made slow progress before
South Africa took control of the game in
the final session at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium.  Steyn struck early in
the day making opener Tamim Iqbal his
400th Test scalp.  

The 32-year-old Steyn almost
reached the landmark in his second over
of the day but Dean Elgar dropped
Tamim at second slip. Skipper Hashim
Amla made no mistake in Steyn’s next
over when he took a chest-high catch at
first slip. Shaun Pollock is the only other
South African to pass the 400-mark, tak-
ing 421 wickets before retiring in 2008.
Steyn, who is playing his 80th Test,
became the 13th cricketer to take 400 or
more wickets in Test matches. He is one
of only three currently active cricketers
to achieve the feat, joining India spinner
Harbhajan Singh and England paceman
James Anderson.

Success after lunch
Duminy struck twice in successive

overs following lunch after Mominul
Haque and Imrul Kayes had helped
Bangladesh stage something of a recov-
ery from the early loss of Tamim.
Duminy forced an edge from Mominul
for 40, ending the batsman’s 69-run sec-
ond wicket stand with Kayes.Kayes fol-
lowed Mominul, who hit six fours off 87
balls, when Duminy struck in his next
over, trapping the left-hander leg-
before for 30. 

Mahmudullah was given out leg-
before on 18 off Steyn but the decision
was overturned on review as a replay
showed a big inside edge.  Steyn later
broke his partnership with Rahim as the
right-hander flicked a catch to Temba
Bavuma at short midwicket after reach-

ing 35.  Rahim had been looking solid
until occasional left-arm spinner Elgar
spun one sharply to take his glove and
the ball carried to wicketkeeper Dane
Vilas.  

Elgar then pouched Liton Das at
short midwicket as Duminy claimed his
third wicket. Shakib Al Hasan edged
Morne Morkel to Elgar at gully for 35
before Steyn bowled Mohammad
Shahid in the last ball of the day to com-
plete Bangladesh’s misery. South Africa
handed wicketkeeper-batsman Vilas a
Test debut in the match, replacing
Quinton de Kock. The 30-year-old
became South Africa’s sixth new cap in
the last 18 months. Bangladesh brought
back Nasir in place of left-arm spinner
Taijul Islam. The first Test ended in a
draw after rain washed out the last two
days in Chittagong. —AFP 

Bangladesh 1st innings:
Tamim Iqbal c Amla b Steyn 6
Imrul Kayes lbw b Duminy 30
Mominul Haque c Vilas b Duminy 40
Mahmudullah Riyad c Bavuma b Steyn     35
Mushfiqur Rahim c Vials b Elgar 65
Shakib Al Hasan c Elgar b Morkel 35
Liton Das c Elgar b Duminy 3
Nasir Hossain not out 13
Mohammad Shahid b Steyn 1

Extras (b5, lb11, nb2) 18
Total (for eight wickets; 88.1 overs) 246
To bat: Mustafizur Rahman and Jubair Hossain
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Tamim), 2-81 (Mominul),
3-86 (Kayes), 4-180 (Mahmudullah), 5-215
(Rahim), 6-220 (Das), 7-245 (Shakib), 8-246
(Shahid)
Bowling: Steyn 16.1-4-30-3, Philander 11-2-25-0
(nb2), Morkel 14-2-45-1, Harmer 23-3-76-0, van
Zyl 2-1-5-0, Elgar 7-0-22-1, Duminy 15-4-27-3.

SCOREBOARD
DHAKA: Scoreboard at stumps on the opening day of the second Test between
Bangladesh and South Africa in Dhaka yesterday:

Ferrari under no illusions about task ahead
LONDON: Despite winning two out of 10 races so far, Ferrari
have no illusions about how tough it will be to match
Mercedes when they return for the second half of the Formula
One season after the August break. The Italian team, who
failed to win a race last season for the first time since 1993, go
into the factory shutdown on a high after Sebastian Vettel’s
victory in Hungary last weekend.

That was the German’s second win since he moved to
Maranello from Red Bull and left the four times champion 42
points adrift of Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton and 21 behind the
Briton’s team mate Nico Rosberg. With 25 points for a win, any
failure to score by the leaders could throw Vettel more into
the mix-reviving memories of his 2010 season when the only
time he led the championship was after the final race.

Vettel said in Hungary that Ferrari would “try to make the
impossible possible” in the remaining races but team bosses
still played down the chances of reeling in their rivals. “The
season as a whole, I think we can be happy that we’ve demon-
strated that we’ve stepped up from last year,” said technical
director James Allison. “But there’s an awful lot more for us to
do as a team before we can feel that we are really showing a
Ferrari that everyone can be completely proud of. “We’ve said
throughout, our car isn’t good enough to challenge for any
sort of championship this year,” added the Briton. “We will do
our best to get more and more competitive race by race but
you have to be realistic about where we are working from.”

Team principal Maurizio Arrivabene, speaking to reporters
after the race, agreed that Mercedes-winners of the other
eight grands prix-remained in a class of their own even if nei-
ther Hamilton or Rosberg were on the podium in Hungary.
“Mercedes is strong everywhere. We expect to have good
races, bad races,” he said. “At the beginning of the season (the
gap) was quite big then we were able to nearly catch up, we
continued our development, but they also developed their
cars so they fly away again. “I think the story of this season is
going to be that one.  They are the strongest team, I recognize
that, sometimes we are able to catch up...but sometimes they
fly away.”—Reuters

Swimming - Schooling
flying the flag

for the small ponds
SINGAPORE: As the biggest fish in one of world swimming’s small-
est ponds, Singapore’s Joseph Schooling has set his sights on mak-
ing a huge splash on the global stage for his tiny Southeast Asian
nation. Singapore has never won a swimming medal at the
Olympics or world championships but the 20-year-old is the coun-
try’s best prospect to do so in years. Schooling won a silver medal in
the 100 meters butterfly at last year’s Commonwealth Games in
Scotland when he finished just behind South Africa’s Olympic
champion Chad le Clos. A few months later he became the first
Singaporean man in 32 years to win a gold medal in swimming at
the Asian Games, beating the best from the region’s superpowers
China and Japan. Earlier this year, he completely dominated the
Southeast Asian Games in his homeland, winning gold medals in
each of the nine events he entered to climb up the world rankings.
He was able to dominate despite not having fully tapered for the
meet and embarking on a gruelling schedule that he has no inten-
tions of trying to match at the world championships in Kazan,
Russia. “For Joseph to come in, not fully rested and make a state-
ment like that, I take my hat off to him,” Singapore’s new national
head coach Sergio Lopez said. “But for Joseph, being the best in
Southeast Asia is not his goal. He wants to win a medal at the world
championships and the Olympics.”

‘Looking for leaders’
Lopez knows what it takes to get to the top, winning medals for

Spain at the Olympics, world and European championships before
hanging up his goggles and switching to coaching. He coached
Schooling in Florida for five years when the Singaporean first
moved to the United States to train with the best and remains in
close contact with him. Schooling now studies and trains in Texas
while Lopez has taken on a new role in charge of the Singaporean
national team, a job he took partly because he was impressed by
what he saw in Schooling. “We’re a small country, five million peo-
ple, but if we work together we can be one of the best small coun-
tries in the world,” he said. “The kids in Singapore are really hungry
to be good. Everyone knows they excel at school and now that
have a chance to be excellent in something they are passionate
about.—Reuters
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JOHANNESBURG: The NBA is in Africa for an exhibition, and NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver expects more important games to
come. “Stay tuned,” Silver said yesterday as 20 NBA stars, includ-
ing Chris Paul and Luol Deng, prepare to play at a small arena in
downtown Johannesburg - the first NBA game of any kind in
Africa.  “This is an experiment of sorts.” Although he didn’t give an
exact time frame, Silver said a pre-season game and then a regu-
lar-season game on the continent was the logical progression for
the NBA, which is on a “fast track” to build a brand in soccer-crazy
Africa.

“Part of why I’m here is to continue to investigate new facili-
ties,” Silver said. “We would want a larger, more modern arena for
a regular or pre-season game here. And it’s also to test the
response here. These things just take time, but I’m very confident
that in the not-too-distant future we will be playing, to begin with,
a pre-season game on the continent of Africa.” Having already
explored possibilities in China and Europe, Africa’s next for the
NBA, which has brought some big names - coaches as well as
players - to Johannesburg for Saturday’s exhibition game at Ellis
Park Arena.

There’s Paul, an eight-time All Star, who will captain Team
World. Deng, a two-time All Star, will lead a Team Africa. Pau and
Marc Gasol have also made the trip, as has San Antonio Spurs
coach Gregg Popovich and coach of the year Mike Budenholzer of
the Atlanta Hawks. Also on the rosters are Al-Farouq Aminu and
Giannis Antetokounmpo, who both have parents from Nigeria.
This game’s the next step in the league’s links to Africa that began
with the first-round draft of Hakeem Olajuwon by the Houston
Rockets in 1984, Silver said. Olajuwon, who is from Nigeria and is
part of this trip to South Africa as an NBA ambassador, went on to
become a two-time NBA champion and 12-time All Star.

The NBA’s presence in Africa, and particularly southern Africa,
is still comparatively small.  On Saturday, the stars will play at an
old, 4,000-seat arena, tiny for NBA standards. But it’s sold out and
it’s a start, Silver told a small group of reporters at his hotel. “What
I’d like to see is a group of some of our very best players showcas-
ing the game, demonstrating how fun and exciting the game is,”
Silver said. “The players are bringing their talents direct to
Johannesburg as opposed to people getting it off media.”

The low profile of the NBA in South Africa can also work in
players’ favor for now, with some of the NBA’s top names walking
around their hotel lobby in suburban Johannesburg unnoticed
by locals. Some of them will use the offseason trip to go on a
safari and visit the foundation of late South African president
Nelson Mandela, Silver said, among other excursions. There will
also be visits to museums, and coaching clinics in poorer neigh-
borhoods around Johannesburg. Even Silver, who got married
recently, said he was taking the opportunity for a honeymoon
after the game. He and his wife will go to the Seychelles, off the
east coast of Africa. Silver said there was a large amount of “sym-
bolism” to the NBA’s visit to Africa and its first game on the conti-
nent, comparing it in some ways to President Barack Obama’s
recent trips to Kenya and Ethiopia. “(It’s) so much more than just
a game,” Silver said. Adding to the symbolism, the Team World
versus Team Africa exhibition will take place at the same stadium
complex where the late Mandela famously wore a South African
rugby jersey to a game in 1995 to help unite the country as it
emerged from apartheid, the story told in Clint Eastwood’s
“Invictus” movie. The NBA players were aware of that connection,
Silver said, after they attended talks this week by members of the
league’s Africa office.— AP 

COLORADO: Kaka #22 of MLS All-Stars strikes a penalty kick for a goal in the 20th minute to take a lead over the
Tottenham Hotspur during the 2015 AT&T Major League Soccer All-Star game at Dick’s Sporting Goods Park. —AFP 

DENVER: Brazilian star Kaka scored one
goal and set up another as the Major
League Soccer All-Stars edged
Tottenham 2-1 Wednesday in an inter-
national friendly featuring the North
American league’s elite talents.  The MLS
team improved to 5-3 in All-Star Games
against English Premier League teams.
Since the MLS squad began facing
European clubs at the All-Star Game in
2005, the North Americans are 7-4,
including a 2-1 win over Bayern Munich
last year.

“We played an amazing game,” Kaka
said. “Everyone will see in the news that
the MLS team beat a very important
team.” Former FIFA world footballer of
the year Kaka, who plays for Orlando,
opened the scoring from the spot in the
20th minute, converting after Nacer

Chadli was whistled for handball. The
All-Stars struck again in the 23rd minute
with captain Kaka crossing for New York
City’s former Spain and Barcelona star
David Villa to finish emphatically.  Kaka
was named the All-Star Game’s Most
Valuable Player, an award he called
“much more than I expected.”

“I’m so happy for this night,” Kaka
added. “Not bad for my first All-Star
Game.” Tottenham striker Harry Kane,
denied twice from close range by MLS
goalkeeper Nick Rimando, pulled one
back for Spurs with a superb strike in the
37th minute, a day after his 22nd birth-
day. Kane, who scored 31 goals in 57
matches for Tottenham last season,
advanced on goal after collecting the
ball when MLS defender Matt Besler fell.
The England striker then blasted a shot

from the edge of the penalty area past
the Real Salt Lake goalkeeper to trim the
MLS edge to 2-1 at half-time.  

An all-new set of MLS stars took the
field in the second half while Spurs
swapped generously as well, including
introducing American defender
DeAndre Yedlin in the 64th minute for a
home-soil appearance. Danny Rose sent
a threatening cross from the left corner
to the heart of the penalty area for
Yedlin in the 86th minute but MLS goal-
keeper David Ousted grabbed the ball
to deny the late chance at an equalizer.
“It’s good whenever you beat these big
clubs,” said Real Salt Lake goalkeeper
Rimando. “It shows our league is grow-
ing and our players are getting better.
We have the talent to win these big
games.”—AFP 

Kaka powers All-Stars 
over Tottenham 2-1

BOSTON: After the winter of their discontent,
i t ’s  been one bummer of  a  summer for
Bostonians. The Red Sox are languishing, the
city forfeited a chance to showcase itself to
the planet as an Olympics host and the NFL
has upheld star Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady’s entire four-game suspension. Forget
the footballs: All of Beantown feels a little
deflated right now.  “It’s been disappoint-
ment after disappointment,” said Dan Clark,
28, an engineer who lives in Watertown.

Dumped on by a record 9 feet of snow that
tested their  patience and crippled their
already-battered public  transit  system,
Bostonians were desperate for a season in
which to rest, regroup, recharge and revel in
their beloved sports franchises.  Instead,
they’re stuck in a funk. The Sox are dead last

in the AL East. Cleveland swept the Celtics in
the playoffs. The Bruins didn’t even make
theirs. Patriots Nation, just a few months ago
drenched in celebratory champagne over
New England’s fourth Super Bowl win, is
struggling to make sense of  NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell’s refusal to ease
up on Brady in the Deflategate scandal.

Even deadpan Patriots coach Bill Belichick
was extra fatal ist ic  Wednesday,  tel l ing
reporters assembled for the start of training
camp: “We’ll try to have a good day today and
then try to have another one tomorrow, and
just string them along day by day.” Although
Boston’s  short- l ived bid for  the 2024
Olympics was unpopular from the start -
doomed by the organizers’ inability to ease
taxpayers’ concerns that they’d be on the

hook for any overspending - few are happy
that the city nicknamed the “Hub,” as in the
center of the universe, let a shine-on-the-
world-stage opportunity slip away.

“Today is a sad day to be a resident of
Boston,” said Greg Gomer, a local blogger and
entrepreneur. “The world called on Boston
and we crumbled under the pressure. The
Olympics would have elevated this city to a
class above the rest.” The news off the play-
ing field has been far grimmer: A Boston man
was fatally shot by police and the man’s two
alleged accomplices are charged with con-
spiring to carry out Islamic State-inspired
attacks, and billboards went up around the
city with a composite image of “Baby Doe,” a
still-unidentified little girl whose body was
found in a trash bag on a Boston Harbor

beach.  No sporting woes, no matter how
dire, could ever remotely compare to that.
But in this city where sports are like oxygen,
the recent rough run has some pausing to
catch their breath. “Good thing Boston’s
weather is lovely or we Bostonians would
surely be extra depressed,” said Patriots fan
Michael Miller. As the inevitable Boston-bash-
ing rages on the streets, in the sports bars
and on social media, so, too, are calls for per-
spective tinged with traditional New England
pragmatism.  

“Two hundred and forty summers ago, it
was hot and the English were nipping at our
heels.  That was kind of a bummer summer
too, wasn’t it?” said Bruce Mendelsohn, a
Cambridge-based marketing and public rela-
tions executive. —AP 

NBA in Africa? ‘Stay tuned’ 
for regular-season game

Boston’s bummer summer: Sox slump, Olympics snub, Brady out
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SEOUL: Former FIFA vice president and powerbroker of Asian football Chung Moon-Joon of South Korea speaks to AFP
in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korean billionaire Chung
Mong-Joon pushed his candidacy for
the FIFA presidency in uncompromising
terms yesterday, calling Sepp Blatter a
corrupt “cannibal” and painting his main
election rival Michel Platini as an
untrustworthy stooge. A former FIFA
vice president and powerbroker of Asian
football, Chung described himself as a
candidate untainted by scandal and
with a global, non-Eurocentric vision to
take football’s governing body into a
new era. 

The bill ionaire scion of Korea’s
Hyundai group confirmed he would for-
mally announce his candidacy to replace
Blatter next week and also pledged that,
if elected, he would only serve a single,
four-year term. “During those four years
I hope I can fulfil my agenda, making
FIFA a true, sporting NGO-open, trans-
parent, moral, ethical and truly global,”
Chung told AFP during an interview in
Seoul. “I don’t want to be a FIFA presi-
dent who just enjoys the luxury of the
presidential office,” he added.  

The 63-year-old is among a shortlist
of declared and likely candidates that
includes the likes of UEFA president
Platini and Prince Ali bin al Hussein of
Jordan who ousted Chung from the FIFA
executive board in 2011.  Platini, who
confirmed his candidacy on Wednesday,
is currently seen as the front-runner and
is believed to have the backing of four
of FIFA’s six regional confederations.
Blatter decided to stand down shortly
after being re-elected as president in

June with scandal-hit FIFA’s reputation
in tatters. He announced last week that
the election of his successor would be
held on February 26, 2016.  Questions
for Platini-

Platini has positioned himself since
just prior to last year’s World Cup as one
of the most outspoken opponents to
Blatter’s regime, but Chung argued that
the Frenchman was fatally tainted by his
past associations with the president.
“Platini is good for football, but whether
he can be a good FIFA president?  I don’t
think so. He is a product of the current
FIFA system,” Chung said.  “There are
several questions we can have whether
Platini can symbolise a new era for FIFA
or whether he is simply a protege of
Blatter.  “I want to ask Michel whether
he really believes that he can cut off his
relationship with Blatter; whether he can
reveal all the wrongdoings, corruptions,
criminal acts committed by Blatter;
whether he can really disclose all those
things,” Chung said. 

The South Korean is likely to prove a
strong candidate as he retains enor-
mous influence within Asian football
and certainly has the financial clout to
run an effective campaign. And he is
quick to play up his past record of clash-
ing with Blatter.  In 2002, Chung was
one of a number of executive commit-
tee members who actively campaigned
against Blatter’s re-election, backing
African rival Issa Hayatou and accusing
the FIFA president of misusing funds.

Blatter the ‘cannibal’
“President Blatter is like a cannibal

eating his parents and then crying he’s
an orphan. He tries to blame everybody
except himself,” Chung said.  “If I get
elected... I’ll try to have more trans-
parency and development. I’ll try to
eliminate corruption,” he added. Swiss
authorities investigating FIFA are focus-
ing attention on the shock decision to
award the 2022 World Cup to Qatar-a
choice Platini voted for although he
insists he did not bow to pressure from
then French president Nicolas Sarkozy
and the Emir of Qatar.Asked if he would
consider taking the competition away
from Qatar if elected president, Chung
said it was too early to comment given
the absence of any “concrete evidence
of wrongdoing” by the emirate.

However, he did pledge to release, in
its entirety, the report FIFA commis-
sioned from former US district attorney
Michael Garcia into the bidding process-
es that awarded the 2018 and 2022
World Cup tournaments to Russia and
Qatar. Garcia submitted his findings in
September last year,  but FIFA has
repeatedly refused to publish the full
report. “It goes without saying that it
should be released,” Chung said.  “It’s a
serious criminal act,  trying to hide
important information from the public.
It is not a matter of discretion, it’s a mat-
ter of criminal behavior,” he added.
Candidates have until October 26 —
exactly four months before the vote-to
come forward.—AFP 

LONDON: Old rivalries will be renewed when Arsenal play
Chelsea in the Community Shield at Wembley on Sunday,
with the Gunners hoping to prove they are the real deal and
finally a match for the Premier League champions ahead of
the new season. Arsenal won the FA Cup for the second suc-
cessive year in May but finished third in the Premier League
last season, 12 points behind winners Chelsea.

Having signed Chelsea goalkeeper Petr Cech, who won
four Premier League titles and the Champions League during
11 years at Stamford Bridge, the Gunners should now possess
the solidity at the back to complement their free-flowing
attack. While Cech will go from Chelsea friend to foe in the tra-
ditional season-opening match between the Premier League
champions and FA Cup winners, the loveless relationship
between the two managers gives the fixture added spice.
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger appeared to push Jose
Mourinho during a touchline spat last season, while the
Chelsea boss described the Frenchman as “a specialist in fail-
ure” in 2014.

Mourinho, however, expects the Gunners to challenge for
the title this season after assembling a squad that contains
the likes of 42 million pounds ($65.54 million) playmaker
Mesut Ozil and 35 million pounds forward Alexis Sanchez. “If
you add up the amounts clubs have spent in the last three or
four years, I think maybe you will find a surprise,” Mourinho
told reporters. “It’s a fantastic squad with good players, fantas-
tic goalkeeper, they are more than ready to be title con-
tenders.” Chelsea, who beat Arsenal 2-1 in the last Community
Shield meeting between the two sides in 2005, have injury
concerns over striker Diego Costa and defender Gary Cahill.

Arsenal  beat Manchester City 3-0 in last  year’s
Community Shield but the north Londoners will be without
forwards Sanchez and Danny Welbeck for the trip to
Wembley. Wenger’s winless run against Mourinho stands at
13 games but the Gunners have enjoyed a strong pre-sea-
son, scoring 14 goals and conceding once as they won the
Asia Trophy and Emirates Cup. “We know we will be better
and we work very hard to better,” Wenger told reporters.
“Let’s not forget that Chelsea won the Premier League with a
comfortable distance last year. “There was still  a gap
between them and the others but the desire is to improve
and to move up there to fight for the championship. Let’s
start well and try to give our best.”— Reuters

Arsenal to make
statement of intent

against Chelsea

JOHANNESBURG: Nigeria have vowed to attack Congo
Brazzaville in their Pointe-Noire fortress this weekend and move
closer to a seventh Olympic Games football tournament appear-
ance. The west Africans take a fragile 2-1 lead into the second leg
of a third-round qualifier for the 2016 Rio Games and coach
Samson Siasia has revealed his game plan. “We will attack
because we want to win in Congo-not avoid defeat,” the 47-year-
old former national team striker told reporters.

A draw will suffice to take the ‘Dream Team’ to the final
African qualification stage-an eight-nation tournament in
Senegal with the top three finishers securing tickets to Brazil. But
Congo, guided by famed French coach Claude Le Roy, can elimi-
nate Nigeria on away goals by winning 1-0 at Stade Municipal in
the Atlantic oil hub. Siasia and Le Roy can offer strong arguments
as to why the ‘Dream Team’ or the ‘Red Devils’ will succeed.

Nigeria excelled on the road this year in 2015 All-Africa Games
qualifiers which are also restricted to under-23 footballers-win-
ning 4-1 in Gabon and 2-1 in Zambia. Taiwo Owiniyi was the two-
goal savior in Zambia, but only appeared as a second-half substi-
tute against Congo because he was not fully fit. Siasia boasted: “I
have been in difficult situations with the ‘Dream Team’ before
and have always emerged victorious.” Backed by a 40,000 full
house in Port Harcourt, Nigeria ran Congo ragged but woeful fin-
ishing prevented the hosts building a commanding lead.

Instead, Moise Nkounkou grabbed a precious away goal after
Junior Ajayi struck twice within seven minutes soon after half-
time. Le Roy, whose success-filled career with numerous African
countries does not include an Olympics appearance, believes his
‘Devils’ can claim another notable victim. Congo eliminated for-
mer Olympic bronze medalists Ghana in the previous round by
winning the second leg 1-0 and a penalty shootout 5-4 in Pointe-
Noire. “We were lucky to only lose 2-1 in Nigeria,” admits the
bespectacled 67-year-old with flowing fair locks.—AFP

S Korea’s billionaire Chung 
running for FIFA president

Nigeria warn Congo, We
are ‘coming to attack’   

FIFA hopeful slams ‘cannibal’ Blatter and stooge Platini
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MONTERREY: River Plate moved into position
to claim a third Libertadores Cup title on
Wednesday when the Argentine side held
Tigres to a 0-0 draw in the first leg of the final,
giving them the edge going into the home fix-
ture in Buenos Aires next week. Tigres pushed
forward for a majority of the contest but failed
to score at home for the first time in this year’s
competition and were left kicking themselves
for not building up any kind of lead to take to
the southern hemisphere. “We created oppor-
tunities but unfortunately we couldn’t put
them away,” Tigres midfielder Egidio Arevalo

Rios said in a pitchside interview. “We can win
in Argentina, we have to be attentive and pres-
sure them from the off.” Although the more
experienced Argentine side contained their
hosts in midfield, Tigres had the best chances
of a pulsating contest. River’s Leonel Vangioni
deflected a cross onto his own crossbar after
17 minutes and Rafael Sobis could only direct a
header straight at visiting goalkeeper Marcelo
Barovero from six yards out.

The home side could have grabbed a vital
advantage with seven minutes remaining
when Jurgen Damm rounded Barovero but he

was forced too wide and could not create an
angle to shoot. “It was hard, they didn’t come
to play, they came to defend,” Sobis said. “But I
think we deserved to win, we pressured them
and we created chances, but we didn’t score.
“There it will be another game, they’ll have to
come at us so maybe we can take advantage.
They will have their fans behind them but
often it is better to play away from home.” A
sell-out crowd is expected at the Monumental
stadium in the hope of seeing River win the
competition for the first time since 1996.
However, River are likely to have coach

Marcelo Gallardo watching from the stands
after he was sent off in the 72nd minute for
yelling at the fourth official. Gallardo is aiming
to become just the seventh man to win the
Libertadores as both a player and a coach. “Not
losing was a good result for us given the diffi-
culties we had today,” Gallardo said. “The
return leg will be a totally different game. We
can’t let this cup get away from us at home.” A
win for Tigres would make them the first
Mexican side ever to win a competition consid-
ered the South American equivalent of the
Champions League.—Reuters

River on course after Tigres tread water at home

CHICAGO: Manchester United manager Louis
van Gaal conceded that uncertainty surround-
ing David De Gea was “not favorable” as the
Premier League giants ended their US tour
Wednesday with a 2-0 defeat to Paris Saint-
Germain. De Gea, who is reportedly Real
Madrid’s top summer transfer target, gave a
shaky goalkeeping display as the French cham-
pions exposed United’s defense with soft first-
half goals by Blaise Matuidi and Zlatan
Ibrahimovic.

Van Gaal is hopeful United will retain the
services of De Gea this season but acknowl-
edged the rumors swirling around the star goal-
keeper were not helpful to either the play or the
club. “We have a situation that is not favorable
for David De Gea, but neither for us and neither
for the club (Real Madrid) that maybe he wants
to go (to),” said van Gaal after United’s defeat at
Soldier Field. The veteran Dutch coach was
reluctant to be too critical of the Spaniard’s per-
formance however. “Poor I cannot say, but he
made a mistake. That’s not poor,” van Gaal said.

“Everybody can make mistakes but when a
goalkeeper makes a mistake it is mostly a goal
and that’s the difference.” 

Despite the loss van Gaal said he was
pleased with United’s performance as they
build towards their season-opening clash with
Tottenham on August 8. “I’m really satisfied
about the performance. You lose, maybe that’s
also good, because last year we have won
everything (in the USA) and then we lost the
first match against Swansea,” van Gaal said.
“Maybe now the sequence is a bit different but
I’m not superstitious. I think in the first half we
have created more chances than PSG and they
have created only chances with personal errors
and you cannot fight against personal errors.
“When you’re playing against top level, and PSG
are top level, then they can score out of these
kinds of errors and they can finish the game. A
top team can do that. Chelsea can do that, PSG
can do that.” United had been aiming to main-
tain their 100 percent record after registering
wins over Club America, San Jose Earthquakes

and European champions Barcelona in their
three previous tour games. However, van Gaal’s
men were undone by two goals from PSG
which highlighted the defensive frailty of the
squad, even after the arrival of several high-pro-
file signings.

Promising start
United began promisingly, stroking the ball

around comfortably and probing for openings
against the Parisian defenders. The Red Devils
got the ball in the net after 22 minutes when
Juan Mata prodded home Daley Blind’s exqui-
site through ball, only for it to be ruled offside.
But three minutes later, PSG struck at the other
end when a long ball forward caused havoc in
United’s defensive unit. French international
Matuidi raced forward and got between Luke
Shaw and Phil Jones to toe-poke home past the
onrushing De Gea to make it 1-0. PSG doubled
their lead nine minutes later with a well-worked
goal that came all too easily for the French
champions. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Blaise Matuidi (14) heads the ball against Manchester United defender Luke
Shaw (3) and defender Michael Carrick (16) during the second half of their International Champions Cup soccer game at
Soldier Field in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP Boyata’s late goal gives 

Celtic breathing space
PARIS: Scottish champions Celtic are in danger of failing to reach
the lucrative group stage of the Champions League for a second
successive season despite Dedryck Boyata’s late goal giving them
a 1-0 home win over Azerbaijani side Qarabag in their third quali-
fying round first leg clash on Wednesday. Boyata’s header from
Kris Commons’ cross eight minutes from time saved the hosts’
blushes and gives them a slight advantage to take to Baku next
week and hope of progressing to the play-off round for the group
stage. However, the Azerbaijani side-who beat eventual Europa
League finalists Dnipro in a group stage game last term as well as
holding Inter Milan to a 0-0 draw-showed enough in restricting
Celtic to only a handful of opportunities that they can claim a
famous scalp.

Another former winner of Europe’s premier club competition
Ajax grabbed what on the face of it was a respectable 2-2 draw
away at Rapid Vienna but will be kicking themselves it wasn’t a bet-
ter result. A double by midfielder Davy Klaasen gave them a 2-0 lead
by half-time. Rapid’s Florain Kainz reduced the arrears shortly after
the restart in the second-half but the hosts’ hopes looked to have
suffered a terminal blow when Stefan Scwab was given a straight
red just before the hour mark for a foul on Jairo Riedewald. Despite
that they levelled with 17 minutes remaining, Slovenian forward
Robert Beric firing home to at least send them to Amsterdam on lev-
el terms. On Tuesday Layvin Kurzawa starred as last season’s
Champions League quarter-finalists Monaco took a big step
towards the play-off round with a 3-1 win away at Swiss side Young
Boys. The 22-year-old French defender blocked a goalbound effort
by Japanese striker Yuya Kubo on the line in the 62nd minute and
then two minutes later scored at the other end with a sublime vol-
ley, from Fabinho’s cross, to set Monaco on their way.— AFP 

PSG stun Manchester 
United in Chicago 2-0
Van Gaal worried by De Gea after United loss

Real Madrid thump AC 
Milan 10-9 on penalties 
SHANGHAI: Real Madrid won the Chinese edition of the International
Champions Cup yesterday by beating AC Milan 10-9 on penalties fol-
lowing a 0-0 draw in Shanghai. Real Madrid goalkeeper Kiko Casilla
scored with his side’s 11th penalty in a shootout, then saved from his
16-year-old AC Milan counterpart Gianluigi Donnarumma, to give the
Spaniards the win after their friendly in Shanghai ended 0-0 yesterday.
The 10-9 shootout win sealed the Asian edition of the International
Champions Cup for Madrid, who also won the tournament played in
Australia earlier this month involving Roma and Manchester City.

Madrid, who opened the pre-season tournament in China with a
classy 3-0 win over Inter Milan, started with Gareth Bale in a more cen-
tral role just off main striker Karim Benzema and flanked by Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lucas Vazquez. The attacking quartet troubled the Milan
defence with their quick breaks but too often the final ball let them
down. After a lacklustre first 45 minutes the game burst to life in the sec-
ond half at Shanghai Stadium, with Madrid substitute Toni Kroos get-
ting on the end of Jese’s cutback but his effort deflected wide.

On the hour mark a powerful volley from Milan’s Carlos Bacca forced
a terrific one-handed save out of Casilla. Milan, who finished 10th in
Serie A last season, a massive 35 points behind champions Juventus,
brought on 6-foot-5-inch stopper Donnarumma with 15 minutes left
and the youngster looked confident enough as the game went to a
shootout. After Bacca missed for Milan, Donnarumma produced a great
save from Kroos to keep the shootout alive. Both sides converted until
only the goalkeepers were left, and after Casilla thumped his effort
home Donnarumma’s weak shot was easily saved to end the match.
The Chinese zone of the pre-season tournament featured Real Madrid,
Milan and Inter Milan. — Agencies



Steyn, Duminy 
put SA on top 
in 2nd Test
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Real stun AC Milan
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SHANGHAI: AC Milan’s
French defender
Philippe Mexes and Real
Madrid’s Portuguese
forward Cristiano
Ronaldo (right) vie for
the ball during the
International Champions
Cup football match
between AC Milan and
Real Madrid in Shanghai
yesterday. — AFP 
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