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WASHINGTON: Barcelona’s Sergi Roberto Carnicer (left) and Chelsea Eden Hazard battle for a loose ball during the first half of an International Champions Cup soccer match. — AP

Chelsea beat Barcelona in shootout 
WASHINGTON: Reigning English Premier League
champions Chelsea and reigning European kings
Barcelona exited Tuesday’s friendly showdown
injured but intensely motivated as they return to
Europe to defend their crowns.

Chelsea captured the International
Champions Cup victory 4-2 on penalty kicks after
the teams were deadlocked 2-2 after regular time
thanks to Chelsea defender Gary Cahill’s header
in the 85th minute.

In the shootout, Alan Halilovic put Barca down
with a shot off the crossbar to open the second
round. In the third, Chelsea goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois denied Gerard Pique and Chelsea’s
Ramires and Loic Remy scored after that to settle
the outcome.

“The penalties mean nothing for us and I think
they mean nothing for Barcelona,” said Chelsea
manager Jose Mourinho. “This was not about win
or lose. They were playing and training the same
as us. It was not a tactical game. It was two teams
looking for intensity.”

They found intensity in each other in the train-
ing match before 78,914 at the home of the NFL
Washington Redskins, so much so that both sides
are nursing injuries with the start of a new season
fast approaching.

“It was a more physical game than it should be
at this point of the pre-season,” said Barcelona
manager Luis Enrique. “It’s not a loss. It’s a tie.
Overall this was practice. We gave playing time to
the players we wanted to see.”

Chelsea’s Eden Hazard opened the scoring in
the 10th minute. Luis Suarez and Sandro Ramirez
answered for Barcelona in the 52nd and 66th
minutes respectively and Cahill nodded in a
header as he took a blow in the face from substi-
tute Barcelona goalkeeper Jordi Masip.

No one wanted to see injuries but Mourinho
has hamstring fears for striker Diego Costa and a
possible broken nose for Cahill, who regardless
will not miss Sunday’s Community Shield match
against Arsenal at Wembley Stadium.

“Cahill has a chance of a broken nose,”
Mourinho said. “If yes, goes tomorrow to make a
mask to be ready to play Sunday. Costa, he felt a
little thing in his hamstring. No more than that,
but we have to wait.” Barcelona fullback Douglas

was hurt early and midfielder Sergi Roberto
played 75 minutes in a backline role.

“He can play a lot of roles. He’s definitely an
option for us, Enrique said, noting that the
Douglas injury was unlikely to impact a possible
transfer deal involving defender Adriano and
Roma. “If someone wants to pay his clause, he’ll
leave,” he said. “With the (Douglas) injury it’s bad
news. Ultimately, we will see what happens.”

Mourinho calls Chelsea an outsider for taking
the Champions League prize. “We have a team
that’s going to fight for that,” he said. “There are
teams with more potential but not always does
the best team win. Sometimes an outsider can
win it. We go as an outsider and we’re going to
try.” Barcelona, coming off an unprecedented sec-

ond European treble of La Liga and the Copa del
Rey plus the Champions League, was without five
players, including standouts Lionel Messi and
Neymar, who took part in Copa America last
month.

“We’ve shown an acceptable level on the field,”
Enrique said. “I liked the way we played. We have
five players on vacation, but the other players are
ready for the season and extremely motivated.”
Mourinho said he puts the Community Shield a
notch above the tour friendlies. 

“It’s different than today. It’s a title. It’s less
important but it’s the opening of the official sea-
son,” Mourinho said. “It’s still a preparation match,
but the Cup is there and the Cup is always moti-
vation so we will be going in prepared.” — AFP

LONDON: Newly-promoted Norwich City have signed
Ireland midfielder Robbie Brady from relegated Hull City
for an undisclosed fee and have completed a loan deal for
Liverpool’s Andre Wisdom, the Premier League side said
yesterday. Brady, a 23-year-old winger, made 43 top-flight
appearances for Hull, who are now in the Championship
(second tier), during the last two seasons and has won 14
international caps.

“He’ll be an absolutely perfect fit for us,” Norwich man-
ager Alex Neil told the club website (www.canaries.co.uk).
“He’s dynamic, he’s got good energy to get up and down
the pitch and he’s got a fantastic left foot which makes
him a real danger at set pieces. He’s got a lot of things in
his locker.” Former England under-21 defender Wisdom
joins on a season-long loan deal from Liverpool where he
recently signed a new long-term contract.

The versatile 22-year-old, who can play at centre back
or at right back, spent last season on loan at West
Bromwich Albion where he made 24 appearances.

“I’m delighted as Andre fits our profile in terms of get-
ting hungry players in who want to make their way in the
game,” Neil said. Brady and Wisdom are Neil’s third and
fourth signings since Norwich gained promotion and fol-
low the arrivals of Scotland midfielder Graham Dorrans,
28, from West Brom, for a reported fee of three million
pounds ($4.70 million) and DR Congo midfielder Youssouf
Mulumbu, 28, on a free transfer. Meanwhile, Premier
League Southampton signed central defender Steven
Caulker on a season long loan from relegated Queens
Park Rangers yesterday with an option to make the deal
permanent. The arrival of the 23-year-old helps
Southampton cover a defensive hole left by Romanian
Florin Gardos, who faces seven months out due to a knee
injury, while also reducing QPR’s wage bill as they adjust
to life in the Championship. “It’s a good opportunity for
the player,” said Saints manager Ronald Koeman. “We
need more competition in the centre-back position.”

Koeman said Caulker could ultimately have a longer
term future at Southampton, who are paying QPR more
than one million pounds ($1.56 million) for the player’s
services according to media reports. —Reuters
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PARIS: UEFA boss Michel Platini announced he
would stand for president of world football’s
governing body FIFA yesterday, and immedi-
ately ran into a storm of criticism from one of
his potential rivals.

Platini’s announcement ended weeks of
speculation over whether the 60-year-old
Frenchman would stand in the election to find
a successor to the beleaguered Sepp Blatter.
But no sooner had he done so than Prince Ali
Bin Al Hussein, who enjoyed Platini and UEFA’s
support when he lost in the previous vote in
May to Blatter, turned on him and described
him as “not good for football”.  The Jordanian
prince-who prior to the election had declared
what an honour it was to be supported by
Platini-said the former France playmaker was
not the man to run the sport’s global affairs.
“Platini is not good for FIFA. Football’s fans and
players deserve better,” he said in a statement.

“FIFA is engulfed in scandal. We must stop
doing business as usual. The practice of back-
room, under-the-table deals must end.

“I believe that the voices of the individual
Football Federations must be heard. In the
coming week, I will be consulting with them
about what is in the best interests of football.

“What is clear is that FIFA needs new, inde-
pendent leadership, untainted by the practices
of the past”. added Prince Ali. It now appears
the 39-year-old, who is the third son of King
Hussein of Jordan, may be plotting a fresh
campaign to run against Platini.  

Earlier in the day, Platini officially
announced his candidature in a letter to the

presidents and general secretaries of the 209
FIFA member countries, and made public by
UEFA. “This was a very personal, carefully con-
sidered decision, one in which I weighed up
the future of football alongside my own
future,” he said.”I was also guided by the
esteem, support and encouragement that
many of you have shown me.”

He promised to work tirelessly “in the inter-
ests of football”. “There are times in life when
you have to take your destiny into your own
hands,” he said.

“I am at one of those decisive moments, at
a juncture in my life and in events that are
shaping the future of FIFA.” He added: “During
this last half-century or so, FIFA has only had
two presidents. This extreme stability is some-
thing of a paradox in a world that has experi-
enced radical upheavals and in a sport that has
undergone considerable economic change.
“However, recent events force the supreme
governing body of world football to turn over
a new leaf and rethink its governance.”

Blatter decided to stand down shortly after
being re-elected as president in June with
scandal-hit FIFA’s reputation in tatters. He
announced last week that the election for his
successor would be held on February 26, 2016.
Platini has positioned himself since just prior
to last year’s World Cup as one of the most out-
spoken opponents to Blatter’s regime. He pub-
licly called for him to stand down after seven
FIFA Executive Committee members were
arrested on corruption allegations in raids in
Switzerland prior to May’s election. Blatter

ignored those calls and was duly elected for a
fifth term as president, only to announce his
intention to stand down on June 2 as world
football’s governing body became mired in
scandal.

Platini has since emerged as one of the
most likely heirs apparent and has the verbal
support of four of the six confederations that
make up FIFA, with the strongly pro-Blatter
Confederation of African Football and that of
Oceania the only exceptions.

Platini does not come without baggage
having voted for Qatar in the controversial
2022 World Cup decision although he insists
he did not bow to pressure from then French
president Nicolas Sarkozy and the Emir of
Qatar. “The Arabic people, seven times they
lose the World Cup,” he said on a visit to
England last year. 

“It was time to give them the World Cup. I
am for that. It’s my conviction.” However, the

reasons for his voting for Qatar have been
undermined by the fact his son is employed by
a Qatari kit manufacturer-again he hotly
denies this played a role.

For one of the most flamboyant players of
his generation he is not quite so flashy when it
comes to implementing reforms, he is a stub-
born opponent of goal line technology for
instance. Last time out, Prince Ali got much of
his support from UEFA members and was ini-
tially thought likely to give his backing to
Platini rather than stand against him.

But that was before his swift and angry
reaction to the news that Platini was a con-
tender. Candidates have until October 26 —
exactly four months before the vote-to
come forward. They must have the con-
firmed backing of at least five of FIFA’s 209
member nations, and be cleared by the
world governing body’s ethics committee,
to be able to stand. — AFP

BRAZIL: A file picture taken on June 11, 2014 shows then FIFA president Joseph Blatter talk-
ing to UEFA president Michel Platini during the 64th FIFA congress in Sao Paulo, on the eve of
the opening match of the 2014 FIFA World Cup. — AFP
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