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PARIS:  Layvin Kurzawa starred as last season’s
Champions League quarter-finalists Monaco
took a big step towards the play-off round of
this season’s Champions League on Tuesday
with a 3-1 win away at Swiss side Young Boys
in their third qualifying round first leg clash.

The 22-year-old French defender blocked a
goalbound effort by Japanese striker Yuya
Kubo on the line in the 62nd minute and then
two minutes later scored at the other end with
a sublime volley, from Fabinho’s cross, to set
Monaco on their way.

This sparked a crazy flurry where the three
other goals came in the next 11 minutes. They
doubled their  lead through  Argentinian
Guido Carillo, who had come on only a minute
before for another new recruit 21-year-old
Portuguese for ward Ivan Cavaleiro,  as he
headed home from playmaker  Joao
Moutinho’s 72nd minute freekick.

Young Boys-whose former PSG str iker
Guillaume Hoarau should have done better
with two free headers-briefly got back into the
match as veteran midfielder Raphael Nuzolo
reduced the deficit with 16 minutes remaining.

However, their hopes were extinguished
within a minute as Croatian Mario Pasalic, on
loan from English champions Chelsea, scored
with a fierce strike from the edge of the penal-
ty area.

While the second leg should be a formality
for Monaco a tougher task lies ahead with the
l ikes  of  Manchester  United and Valencia
potential opponents in the final qualifying
round which leads for the winners to the
lucrat ive group stage.  However,  coach
Leonardo Jardim will have taken heart how his
much changed line-up from last season-veter-
an Dimitar Berbatov, and younger stars such
as Geoffrey Kondogbia and Belgian interna-
tional winger Yannick Ferreira Carrasco having
left-coped with a relatively challenging away
clash. 

E lsewhere another  s ide who radical ly
changed their squad during the close season
Fenerbahce fared less well as they were held
0-0 at home in Istanbul by Ukrainian outfit
Shakhtar Donetsk, who are no strangers to the
group stages.

Despite fielding several of their big name
signings such as Portuguese winger Nani the
Turk ish s ide were unable to unlock the
Ukrainian defence.

Dutch str iker  Robin van Persie -s igned
amidst much fanfare earlier this month from
Manchester United-came on for the last 20
odd minutes replacing Moussa Sow but con-
tributed little.

Fenerbahce,  who have returned to
European competition after serving a two year
ban for their involvement in match-fixing, will
have it all to do next week in the second leg to
keep alive their hopes of a return to the group
stage of the Champions League for the first
time since the 2008-09 season.

Action continues on Wednesday with the
highlight Scottish champions Celtic who failed
to make the group stages last season-at home
to Azerbaijan side Qarabag. —AFP

Monaco show mature
heads against Young Boys

BERN: Bern’s Scott Sutter ( No. 23) and Monaco’s Guido Carrillo (right), Danijel Subasic
(center) and Jeremy Toualan fight for the ball during their Champions League third
qualifying round first leg soccer match against Switzerland’s Young Boys. —AP

PHILADELPHIA: Mexico head coach Miguel Herrera yells in this file photo.—AP

MEXICO CIT Y:  M iguel  Herrera,
Mexico’s national soccer team coach,
was fired on Tuesday, a day after he
allegedly punched a reporter who
had criticized his team’s performance
in the recent Copa America and Gold
Cup tournaments.

“After evaluating the situation and
listening to everyone that makes up
this family, I’ve made the decision to
remove M iguel  Herrera from his
post,” Decio de Maria, president of
the Mexican Footbal l  Federation
(FMF), told a news conference as he
announced Herrera’s termination.

“As far as what Miguel and I dis-
cussed, the only thing I can say is
that it was very tough for Miguel,” he
said. Christian Martinoli ,  a sports
reporter for Mexico’s TV Azteca, said
on Monday that Herrera threatened
him then hit  him in the neck at
Philadelphia’s airport as the Mexican
team were heading home after a 3-1
victory against Jamaica to win the
CONCACAF Gold Cup tournament.

De Maria said Herrera had apolo-
gized about the airport incident, but
speaking on local radio, he added:
“You can’t respond to aggression with
aggression.”

A new coach would be named
before September, de Maria said. TV
Azteca’s Martinoli had strongly criti-
cized Herrera during the team’s group
stage exit  from the 2015 Copa
America in Chile. TV Azteca’s parent
company, Grupo Salinas, had called
on the FMF to launch an immediate
investigation into the incident.

The row followed a separate con-
troversy last month. During elections
shortly before the Copa America,

Herrera had tweeted his support for
Mexico’s Green Party, prompting the
FMF to say it would fine him for a
breach of ethics.

Herrera came into the job near the
end of 2013 after Mexico had sacked
three previous coaches as the team
nearly failed to qualify for the 2014
World Cup in Brazil. Scraping through
the CONCACAF qualifiers in fourth
place, Mexico needed a playoff victo-
ry over Oceania group winners New
Zealand to secure their berth.

During his tenure as coach, Herrera
led the Mexican squad to 19 victories,
11 ties and 7 losses. Nicknamed “El
Piojo,” or “ The Louse” in Spanish,
Herrera’s animated, energetic persona
made him a star in Mexico, but his
team performed poorly in Chile as an
invitee to the Copa America,  the
South American championship, failing
to win a single game.

That was a blow for Mexico, which
had inherited a squad with a number
of promising young players from the
under-23 side that in 2012 won
Olympic gold in London.

Mexico will now be looking for a
new head coach ahead of an Oct. 9
playoff against the United States for
CONCACAF’s ber th at the
Confederations Cup in 2017 followed
by the qualifying campaign for the
2018 World Cup, both of which will be
hosted by Russia.

Among the potential successors to
Herrera are Mexican league coaches
Gustavo Matosas of Atlas and Pedro
Caixinha of Santos Laguna, former
national coach Victor Manuel Vucetich
and Marcelo Bielsa, head of French team
Olympique de Marseille. —Reuters

Mexico fire Herrera after 
alleged punching incident

‘Voice of Racing’ 
O’Sullevan dies

LONDON:  Peter O’Sullevan whose dulcet tones and
well chosen words earned him the monniker the ‘Voice
of Racing’ died aged 97 yesterday.

Still widely regarded as the greatest racing com-
mentator-although Australian JA McGrath is some-
times mentioned almost in the same breath-the
Irishman was also a successful racing owner and a fine
tipster. O’Sullevan-who also worked for the Daily
Express-commentated for the BBC for 50 years (1947-
97) and just prior to his 50th and final Grand National
he was awarded a knighthood by Queen Elizabeth II. 

Nigel Payne, chief executive of the Sir Peter
O’Sullevan Charitable Trust, said: “Sir Peter died earlier
this afternoon (Wednesday), very peacefully, at home.

“Sir Peter was one of the greatest men I’ve ever
known. Only last week he was talking about what he
wanted me to do for the trust in the future. He was still
very alert. It’s a sad day.”

If his mother had had her way O’Sullevan’s career
would have taken a very different turn after she was
left less than impressed following one of his early
efforts albeit in the days of black and white television.
“Darling, I saw you on television yesterday and you
looked absolutely ghastly. I do hope you’re never
going to do that again,” she remarked to her stunned
son.

O’Sullevan, who was still defying the years and
driving over from England for the Arc de Triomphe
weekend every October accompanied by his faithful
dog and was hauled over by the French police for
speeding three years ago but was allowed to proceed
after playing on their fondness for ‘man’s best friend’,
produced many great commentaries.

Among the pick were Red Rum getting up to beat
longtime leader Crisp in the 1973 Grand National:
“He’s beginning to lose concentration - he’s been out
there on his own for so long.”

Four years later O’Sullevan-whose voice was
described by one admirer as “perhaps the only hectic
drawl in captivity ”-called Red Rum’s epic third
National success under top weight.

“He’s coming up to the line to win it like a fresh
horse in great style.  It’s hats off and a tremendous
reception.. .  you’ve never heard one l ike it  at
Liverpool... Red Rum wins the Grand National,” said
O’Sullevan. O’Sullevan, who always hung a ‘Do Not
Disturb’ sign on his hotel room door the eve of the
National so he could study in total tranquility the 40
or more runners and their colours for the world’s
greatest steeplechase, admitted the most difficult
commentary he ever had to make was when his own
horse Attivo won the prestigious Triumph Hurdle at
the Cheltenham Festival in 1974.

“And it’s first Attivo, trained by Cyril Mitchell, ridden
by Robert Hughes, owned by Peter O’Sullevan,” said
O’Sullevan in as matter a fact tone as he used for giv-
ing out the details of the winners after they crossed
the line.  “No, no, there’s absolutely no excuse for par-
tiality because money’s involved in horse racing,” he
explained to The Daily Telegraph in 2008. —AFP

ATLANTA: Mardy Fish returns a forehand to Dudi Sela during the BB&T Atlanta Open. —AFP

ATLANTA:  The first stop of Mardy Fish’s farewell tour
ended quickly with a 6-4, 6-4 first-round loss to Dudi
Sela in the Atlanta Open on Tuesday night.

Fish said it was a success just to play only his second
competitive match of the year. He recently announced
he will retire after the US Open, and he also disclosed
details of his battles with anxiety disorder. Fish, who
won the Atlanta tournament in 2010 and 2011, also will
play doubles this week with his friend Andy Roddick,
who is taking a break from his retirement.

The 33-year-old Fish says he wished he could have
played better but added “It’s just nice to finish on my
own terms.” Fish also plans to play in Cincinnati before
the US Open. In Germany, Benoit Paire rallied to upset
second-seeded Tommy Robredo 2-6, 6-3, 7-5 and
advance to the quarterfinals of the Hamburg Open yes-
terday.

Third-seeded Roberto Bautista Agut made an early
exit as well, losing 7-6 (2), 7-6 (7) to Aljaz Bedene.
Bedene will next play eight-seeded Fabio Fognini, who

needed three sets to overcome Albert Ramos-Vinolas,
6-2, 3-6, 6-3. In another upset, sixth-seeded and 2012
Hamburg winner Juan Monaco went out against qualifi-
er Lucas Pouille, 6-1, 7-5. Pouille will next meet Paire.

Fifth-seeded Pablo Cuevas edged Diego
Schwartzman 7-6 (4), 6-4 in a first-round match and Jiri
Vesely completed a 3-6, 6-1, 6-0 win over Andreas
Haider-Mauer in a match that had been halted by rain a
day earlier. Vesely will play top-seeded Rafael Nadal in
the second round. —AP

Dudi Sela reels in Fish in Atlanta


