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IOWA CITY: Their names are associated with
hitting jump shots more than hitting pitches.
Iowa City West’s Tanner Lohaus and Connor
McCaffery have proved they can do both at a
high level.

The two have committed to play NCAA
Division I basketball, but still manage to spend
their summers playing prep baseball. They will
attempt to help West return to the state finals
after helping earn a third-place finish in basket-
ball in March. The third-seeded Trojans (32-11)
face Des Moines East (23-20) in the Class 4A
state quarterfinals Wednesday, beginning at
7:30 pm. They might have expected to be
shooting hoops at this moment when West
started 13-9. “We really pushed through it,”
Lohaus said. “We have a lot of great guys (and)
talent. We’re just young. It took us awhile to
come together. It’s been a great season.”

Iowa is the only state with varsity baseball
played in the summer, which is a busy time for
camps, clinics and AAU competition. West
Coach Charlie Stumpff said he talks to players

to limit scheduling conflicts before the season.
“It pulls them in different directions,” said

Stumpff, noting West’s Oliver Martin has a simi-
lar situation with football. “We’ve made it work.
We made sure guys weren’t going to cheapen
the baseball experience. “We all want multi-
sport athletes, but there has to be some give
and take.”

Despite minimal time away, they still mesh
with the rest of the baseball team.”They are
great kids,” Stumpff said. “Their teammates like
them. They worked hard and hardly missed. “

McCaffery, a Hawkeye recruit and son of
Iowa Coach Fran McCaffery, has had to forego a
number of basketball events, including tourna-
ments, camps and days in the gym. He said he
likes to get his shots in everyday, but keeps jug-
gling that with his baseball responsibilities.

“In the off-season, it’s a lot easier to do,”
McCaffery said. “You want to stay fresh for the
games. It gets a little difficult in the middle of
the season to find that gym time, but you still
have to do it.” Lohaus, a 6-foot-6 junior, is the

son of former University of Iowa basketball
player Brad Lohaus, who played 11 seasons in
the NBA. He has committed to play with his
brother, Wyatt, at the University of Northern
Iowa. Lohaus was on the final two of three
straight state championship basketball teams
before the 2015 third-place showing.

He called basketball a “year-round” sport,
especially for those specializing in it. Baseball
provides a small break, including fall and spring
ball in addition to summer play.

“You just really have to balance your time
well,” Lohaus said. “When I come in I suffer a lit-
tle bit at the beginning of the season. It takes
me a little time to get going with it.”

With his college decision made, Lohaus said
playing summer basketball tournaments with
coaches in attendance wasn’t as important. He
competed in just one during July.

“Earlier in the spring, I get to go to all the
AAU tournaments and stuff because the sea-
son hasn’t really started,” Lohaus said. “Through
June, we try to schedule high school practices

around baseball and vice versa so we have
time to go to both. “You just have to make sac-
rifices.” McCaffery roams the outfield for West.
He hits .283 with two home runs, seven dou-
bles and 23 RBIs from the cleanup spot. He had
an RBI single and scored a run in the substate
final win over Cedar Rapids Prairie. Hitting is a
specialized skill and there isn’t a similar activity
in other sports. McCaffery has to make sure to
get his cuts to catch up with others, who have
hit more in the off-season.

“You always have to get your work in,”
McCaffery said. “You have to go hit, whether it’s
with your baseball friends or by yourself here in
the cages. The work is the most important in
both sports. You can’t just take days off. You
always have to get better, if you want to contin-
ue to perform at this high of a level.” The chal-
lenge can be more mental than physical. They
put their bodies through the rigors of training
for two sports. The time devoted to both range
in hours, but some days resemble the shift of a
full-time job, going from a basketball workout

to baseball practice and a game later in the
evening. “You need rest but you have to push
through and be more mentally tough,”
McCaffery said. “Being tired is not an excuse to
not perform well. You just need to push and
stay strong.”

Lohaus and McCaffery have helped the
Trojans reload a starting lineup decimated by
graduation. Players have stepped in to take
West to its ninth state tournament and eighth
under Stumpff. The Trojans have earned run-
ner-up finishes in 2009, 2010 and last season.

“They had a good example from the previ-
ous years,” said Stumpff, who has praised senior
Kevin DeLaney and junior Spencer Wiskus.
“Winning begets winning. That gets ingrained
and then it’s expected.” Cedar Rapids Kennedy
returns to the state tournament. The second-
seeded Cougars play No. 7 Davenport North at
5 p.m. Wednesday. Kennedy, the 2010 state
champion, qualified for the fifth time in the last
six seasons and will try to reach the semifinals
for the first time 2012. —AP

West duo balance baseball and basketball

Song Andong in action in this file photo.

KUALA LUMPUR: Song Andong, the first Chinese-
born player drafted to play in the National Hockey
League, got a first-hand look yesterday at the giant
shoes he is trying to fill.

Since being picked this year by the New York
Islanders, the 18-year-old Song has been billed as the
NHL’s answer to Yao Ming, the towering Chinese bas-
ketballer who made the NBA such a big hit in east
Asia. Song said he would love nothing more than to
emulate Yao by introducing millions of Chinese to
another American professional sport, but the enormi-
ty of his task became evident when he stood next to
the 2.29 metre (7ft 6in) Yao at a news conference yes-
terday.

“Yao Ming has always been a role model of mine,”
said Song. “I will try and do the same.” Unlike Yao, who
was drafted from his homeland as the number one

pick in the 2002 NBA draft, Song left China when he
was just 10-years-old.

He had already learnt the basics of playing ice
hockey in Beijing but his game quickly developed
when he moved to Canada, then New Jersey. A
defenseman, he entered this year’s draft and was
selected by the Islanders as the 172nd overall pick.

The teenager is currently in Malaysia as part of
Beijing’s bid team for the 2022 Winter Olympics, and
talking up his hopes for the Chinese capital to get the
vote ahead of the only other bidder, Almaty, the finan-
cial capital of Kazakhstan.

Song said winning the Games would be a massive
boost to the sport in the world’s most populated
country. China’s national men’s team has never quali-
fied for the Olympics but would be guaranteed a
place if Beijing was awarded the 2022 games.

China has had more success in women’s ice hock-
ey, qualifying for the Olympics three times, with a best
finish of fourth in 1998.

“After first hearing the idea (Beijing’s bid), I was very
excited. I was thrilled to have the opportunity,” Song
told a news conference yesterday. “It would definitely
be a highlight of my career. A special feeling for an
athlete to have.”

The Chinese Olympic Committee has big ambi-
tions for the sport, regardless of whether they win the
bid or not. There are already more than 100 teams in
Beijing and a league has been set up in the country’s
north. “Seven years is a long time away,” said Song.

“We are not a strong a hockey powerhouse right
now. But in seven years, if we can improve basic struc-
tures and put our minds towards it we can improve
great things.” —Reuters

Beijing Winter Games 
will boost NHL in Asia

TURNBERRY: Inbee Park resuming her quest for
the career Grand Slam. Teenage prodigy Lydia Ko
seeking that elusive first major. Michelle Wie
going for victory with an injured left foot.

The story lines at the Women’s British Open
this week are abundant and compelling, yet much
of the pre-tournament chatter has focused on the
owner of the course staging the event in this vil-
lage in western Scotland rather than the players
involved. The championship is at Turnberry, a
resort and course owned by American business-
man Donald Trump, who is rarely out of the head-
lines lately because of comments he is making
during his presidential campaign.

In one particular remark, the Republican con-
tender said some Mexican immigrants bring
drugs and crime to the US, and some are rapists.
He brought golf into the issue by saying the
sport’s governing bodies support his opinions
because “they know I’m right.”

Suddenly, golf was stuck in a difficult position,
in the face of a figure who has poured so much
money into the sport and has 18 courses in his
portfolio, including Turnberry since last year.

The PGA Tour, LPGA Tour, U.S. Golf Association
and PGA of America said Trump’s comments were
“inconsistent with our strong commitment to an
inclusive and welcoming environment.” Players
mostly have kept their thoughts about Trump to
themselves. Significant fallout has been limited to
the PGA of America moving October’s Grand Slam
of Golf from Trump’s golf course in Los Angeles.

The Women’s British Open keeps golf’s links
with Trump in the spotlight. He will detour from
his election campaigning in the United States to

attend the first round of the women’s major on
Thursday.

“I’ll go for two days & back on trail,” Trump
tweeted Monday.He and the circus he brings
overshadow the event. “It really distracts us from
the great tournament that we have this week,” Wie
said. “There’s a lot of things that happen beyond
our control, beyond what I can do or you can do. I
just think that what I can control this week is how I
play, and I’m just really excited to be here.”

On the course, the top-ranked Park is looking
to add the British Open to the three American-
based majors she has already won, thus complet-
ing the career slam, and taking her overall haul of
majors to seven. The Evian Championship became
the fifth major in women’s golf in 2013 and Park
has won that tournament, in 2012. “The true
Grand Slam would be winning the British Open,”
Park said. “That’s really my main goal.” Park has
won three tournaments on the LPGA Tour this
year - most recently the Women’s PGA
Championship in June - to reclaim the No. 1 rank-
ing from the 18-year-old Ko. But the South Korean
arrives in Scotland with lower back pain after her
trans-Atlantic flight and a 5-over 76 in her last
competitive round, at the Meijer LPGA Classic in
Michigan on Sunday. 

“It’s the time of year where I’m not really hit-
ting it great ... but I’m just trying to play through it,”
said Park, who is playing Turnberry for the first
time. “I come into this week with no expectations.”

Ko, a South Korea-born New Zealander, played
the Ladies Scottish Open last week to get accus-
tomed to links and the wind and rain that are set
to be a feature at Turnberry. —AP

Park resumes Grand Slam quest

OHIO: Inbee Park, of South Korea chips onto the green on the first hole during the final
round of the Marathon Classic golf tournament at Highland Meadows Golf Club. —AP

TURNBERRY: The criteria fits for the label as
the best player to have never won a major.
Seven career victories. Finishing no worse
than third in just over 30 percent of the tour-
naments. The No. 1 player in the world for the
first half of the season. Adding to the num-
bers is being viewed as one of the favorites at
every major. What doesn’t fit is the age. Lydia
Ko just turned 18 a couple of months ago.

Is that too much to ask of someone so
young? Not anymore. With the explosive
youth movement in golf, age no longer is an
excuse. No one was talking about Ko still
being only 17 at the ANA Inspiration for the
first major of the year. The number that week
was 28 consecutive rounds under par, during
which she won twice and rose to No. 1 in the
world. She opened with another subpar
round, the streak ended the next day and she
tied for 51st. The first question she took from
the floor at her next major was the glaring
omission - a major - from an otherwise
remarkable record. Ko had never missed the
cut in her career until that week at the KPMG
Women’s PGA Championship. A month later,
she was never in contention at the US
Women’s Open. Her next chance starts
Thursday at Turnberry in the Ricoh Women’s
British Open.

Ko no longer is No. 1 in the world. Inbee
Park replaced her by winning the Women’s
PGA Championship last month for her sixth
major. Being the No. 2 player only slightly
eases the pressure on Ko, although the bur-
den will get heavier with each passing major.
Golf careers start much younger these days,
and so does the level of expectations. And
while it doesn’t seem right that Ko should
face such questions as a teenager, it doesn’t
seem that ludicrous when surveying the
landscape. Lexi Thompson, who picked up

her fifth career victory on Sunday, was 19
when she won her first major a year ago in
the California desert. Morgan Pressel was 18
when she won the Kraft Nabisco
Championship in 2007. Michelle Wie was 16
when she was in serious contention on the
back nine of three straight majors. Wie finally
won a major a year ago at Pinehurst No. 2 in
the U.S. Women’s Open. She was 24. Then
again, Wie is a few months away from cele-
brating her 10-year anniversary as a pro. Rory
McIlroy and Jordan Spieth have shown in
recent years that it’s not just women’s golf
where youth is thriving. McIlroy was 22 when
he set the U.S. Open scoring record at
Congressional. He picked up his fourth major
at age 25, joining Bobby Jones, Jack Nicklaus
and Tiger Woods to win that many men’s
major at such a young age.

Spieth was 11 holes away from being the
youngest Masters champion at 20 until
Bubba Watson caught him in one hole and
beat him on the back nine last year at
Augusta National Spieth made up for it this
year with a green jacket at 21 (second-
youngest winner behind Woods at Augusta)
and a U.S. Open title that made him the
youngest man with two majors since Gene
Sarazen in 1922. Age is not the best measure
these days. It’s more about experience. Spieth
turned 22 on Monday, and it made for an
easy comparison with Woods when he was
that age. Spieth already had one more major
and the same amount of worldwide victories
(7) as Woods at that age. Woods, however,
achieved that in 16 months. Spieth has been
a pro nearly twice that long. McIlroy won his
first major at age 22, but it was his fourth full
year as a pro. Ko already had two LPGA Tour
victories as an amateur, both at the Canadian
Women’s Open. —AP

Golf’s youth movement 
means 30 is the new 20

OHIO: Lydia Ko of New Zealand lines up a putt in this file
photo on the first green during the final round of the
Marathon Classic golf tournament. —AP

WELLINGTON: Troubled former All Black Zac
Guildford said yesterday the NSW Waratahs had
offered him a contract for next season, handing
yet another lifeline to the one-time bad boy of
New Zealand rugby. Still only 26, Guildford’s
career has been blighted by alcohol issues and
he walked out of a contract with French Top 14
side Clermont in May citing “personal reasons”.

Since then, the winger-who scored six tries
in 10 Tests for the All Blacks-has been playing
for his home provincial team Hawke’s Bay.
Guildford said Waratahs coach Daryl Gibson
had approached him about joining the Sydney-
based Super Rugby side, who lost wingers Peter
Betham and Taqele Naiyaravoro at the end of
the 2015 season.

Guildford and Gibson, himself a former All
Black, worked together when Gibson was assis-
tant coach at the Canterbury Crusaders. “I had a
little bit of interest from New Zealand Super
teams but I got on really well with Daryl Gibson
at the Crusaders,” Guildford told Radio Sport.

“I felt like I was appreciated and I played
some of my best rugby under him. If I can get
excited about playing for someone in a team
that I’m excited about, that’s when I play my
best footy.”  

Guildford was relishing the prospect of play-
ing alongside Waratahs Kurtley Beale and
Bernard Foley, saying they could create gaps for
him to exploit. He said the move to the 2014
Super 15 champions had not been finalised but
was “looking likely”. “I’ve got the contract there
and it’s just about inking it and going from
there, finding a place to live and things like that,”
he said. Guildford made his All Black debut
against Wales in 2009 at the age of 20 and was
part of the 2011 World Cup winning squad.

His alcohol problems first emerged publicly
during the tournament, when he was repri-
manded by All Blacks’ management. Just weeks
later, he had a meltdown while holidaying in
the Cook Islands, running naked into a bar and
punching two men. —AFP

Guildford eyes Waratahs move

Zac Guildford gestures in this file photo.


