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NEW YORK: Noah Syndergaard retired his first
18 batters in the rookie’s latest overpowering
performance, and the New York Mets got two-
run homers from Lucas Duda and Curtis
Granderson to beat the San Diego Padres 4-0
Tuesday night.

Firing his fastball  up to 98 mph,
Syndergaard (5-5) struck out nine, walked
none and allowed only three singles in eight
innings. The big right-hander outpitched
James Shields and avenged a 7-2 loss at San
Diego on June 2. Making his 14th major
league start, Syndergaard lost his bid for a
perfect game when Will Venable lined a clean
single up the middle on the first pitch of the
seventh, prompting a warm ovation from the
Citi Field crowd of 26,034.

Yangervis Solarte followed with an infield
single and Venable went to third on an error
by shortstop Ruben Tejada, who made a slid-
ing stop but a wild flip that rolled away from
second baseman Daniel Murphy. That’s when
Syndergaard buckled down to preserve a 2-0
lead. He retired No. 3 hitter Matt Kemp on a
popup and got cleanup man Justin Upton to
ground into an inning-ending double play.

ROYALS 2, INDIANS 1
Eric Hosmer’s homer with two outs in the

ninth inning lifted Kansas City to a victory
over Cleveland, which has lost eight straight
at home - its longest home losing streak in 40
years.

Hosmer hit a 3-2 pitch from Trevor Bauer
(8-8) over the wall in right for his 11th homer.
The shot came one pitch after Indians catcher
Roberto Perez threw out Lorenzo Cain trying
to steal second. When his homer cleared the
wall, Hosmer pointed toward Kansas City’s
dugout, which was celebrating wildly. Wade
Davis (7-1) pitched a perfect eighth and Greg
Holland worked the ninth - getting a nifty
groundout, and a game-ending double play -
for his 22nd save as the Royals won their
fourth straight and 16th in 21 games.

PHILLIES 3, BLUE JAYS 2
Philadelphia won its first game after trad-

ing All-Star closer Jonathan Papelbon to
Washington, beating Toronto for its ninth vic-
tory in 10 games since the All-Star break.

Adam Morgan stopped a four-start winless
streak and Cody Asche drove in two runs for
the Phillies, who had lost their previous eight
games against Toronto. Morgan (2-2) allowed
two runs and five hits in six innings to win for
the first time since his major league debut,
June 21 against St. Louis. Blue Jays outfielder
Jose Bautista left after an apparent right ham-
string injury in the eighth.

All-Star shortstop Troy Tulowitzki, acquired
by Toronto from Colorado, was not active and
was expected to make his Blue Jays debut late
yesterday. Jeanmar Gomez pitched the sev-
enth, Luis Garcia worked the eighth and Ken
Giles finished for his first save this season.

MARLINS 4, NATIONALS 1
Jose Fernandez stayed unbeaten in his

home career and Dee Gordon’s standup triple

led to him scoring the go-ahead run in his
return to the l ineup and Miami topped
Washington. Martin Prado had three hits
while Gordon and Christian Yelich had two
each for Miami. Fernandez (4-0) allowed four
hits and one run in six innings, improving his
record at Marlins Park to 15-0.  Jordan
Zimmermann (8-6) gave up eight hits and

three runs in six innings. The Nationals lost for
the first time in his last seven starts, and saw
their lead in the NL East over the New York
Mets trimmed to one game. 

Bryce Harper reached base for the 24th
straight game and 43rd straight on the road
for the Nationals, who got Jayson Werth and
Ryan Zimmerman back in the lineup after
long stints on the disabled list.

ORIOLES 7, BRAVES 3
Chris Davis homered twice and drove in

five runs as Baltimore cruised past Atlanta for
its fourth straight victory. Davis hit a three-run
shot in the first inning and a two-run drive in
the second, both off Julio Teheran (6-6). It was
Davis’ 10th career multihomer game, the third
this season.

Ubaldo Jimenez shook off a miserable start
to pitch seven innings for the Orioles, who will
seek to complete a three-game sweep on
Wednesday night. Baltimore’s four-game win-
ning streak follows a 5-15 skid. Jimenez (8-6)
didn’t allow a hit after the first inning and

retired 18 of the final 20 batters he faced. The
right-hander gave up two runs, four hits and
three walks to end a run of three successive
defeats. Freddie Freeman homered for the
Braves (46-54), who have lost 12 of 16 to fall a
season-high eight games under .500.

WHITE SOX 9, RED SOX 4
Jose Abreu and Geovany Soto homered

and drove in three runs each, and Jeff
Samardzija pitched eight strong innings for
Chicago in a victory over Boston. The White
Sox quickly spoiled Boston’s pregame party
for Hall of Fame pitcher Pedro Martinez by
scoring five runs in the first inning. Chicago
tagged Boston starter Wade Miley for 10 hits
and seven runs, all earned, over 5 2/3 innings,
and finished with 14 hits.

The last batter Miley (8-9) faced was Abreu,
who hit a shot deep to right-center field and
sent Mookie Betts tumbling into Boston’s
bullpen. Betts grabbed the ball on the run
and managed to hold on while twisting his
body and hitting the wall with his lower back,
but dropped it when he landed.

Initially called the third out,  umpires
reviewed the play for nearly three minutes
before overturning the call and allowing
Abreu to round the bases for his 16th homer.

ASTROS 10, ANGELS 5
Jose Altuve had a career-high five RBIs to

lead Houston to a victory over Los Angeles in
a game between the top teams in the
American League West. Altuve had an RBI sin-
gle in the second, drove in two runs in the
fourth inning and tacked on another two with
a double in Houston’s four-run sixth to make it
10-5. He finished with three hits.

The Angels played without Mike Trout,
who missed the game with an injured left
wrist. He’s listed as day to day. Houston starter
Collin McHugh (12-5) allowed seven hits and
five runs with four walks in five innings for his
third straight win.

C.J. Wilson (8-8) yielded six hits and six runs
in four-plus innings.

ATHLETICS 2, DODGERS 0
Sonny Gray pitched a masterful three-hit-

ter for his second shutout in July, and Oakland
snapped its four-game losing streak with a
victory over Los Angeles.

Josh Reddick homered, doubled and sin-
gled for the last-place A’s, who traded Ben
Zobrist, Scott Kazmir and closer Tyler Clippard
in the past six days.

Oakland won anyway with another gem
from Gray (11-4), who struck out nine while
cruising through his fourth career shutout.
The right-hander didn’t allow a runner to
reach third base while improving to 8-1 with a
1.64 ERA on the road this season. Howie
Kendrick had two hits and Brett Anderson
pitched seven innings of five-hit ball for the
Dodgers, who opened a five-game homes-
tand with their third straight loss.

REDS 4, CARDINALS 0
Joey Votto hit a three-run home run in sup-

port of Mike Leake, and Cincinnati beat St.
Louis. Votto is the hottest hitter in the majors
since the All-Star break, batting .561. He also
walked, singled and doubled, giving him an
NL-leading 37 multihit games. Leake (9-5)

allowed four hits in eight innings to win his
fourth straight start. He allowed just two
earned runs in his last 30 innings for a 0.60
ERA. Jaime Garcia (3-4), activated from the 15-
day disabled list earlier in the day, made his
first start since June 2 and gave up three runs
and four hits in six innings. He is 10-3 against
the Reds, including 7-1 at home.

BREWERS 5, GIANTS 2
Wily Peralta returned from the disabled list

and shut down one of baseball’s hottest
teams in his first start in more than two
months, pitching Milwaukee past San
Francisco to snap the Brewers’ three-game
losing streak. Peralta (2-5) retired the initial six
batters on the way to winning for the first
time since May 6, and he outpitched Matt
Cain (2-2) as the Brewers also ended a seven-
game skid to San Francisco - matching the
longest in the series.

Milwaukee got plenty of contributions
from throughout the order on a night slugger
Ryan Braun missed his second straight game
because of back spasms that came on during
pregame warmups Monday and forced a late
lineup scratch.

YANKEES 21, RANGERS 5
After giving up five runs in the first inning,

New York made up for it real fast. Brendan
Ryan doubled twice with three RBIs and Didi
Gregorius had a bases-loaded triple in New
York’s 11-run second inning as the Yankees
overcame Texas.

Chris Young started the big inning with a
double and scored the first of his two runs
when Chase Headley had the first of his two
RBI singles in the frame. An inning later,
Young hit his fourth career grand slam. A day
after his 40th birthday, Alex Rodriguez had an
RBI double off the top of the 14-foot wall in
left field to make it 6-5 and chase starter

Martin Perez (0-2).
The AL East-leading Yankees won for the

eighth time in nine games, and are majors-
best 16-5 in July - matching their most wins in
a month since August 2013.

DIAMONDBACKS 8, MARINERS 4
Rookie right-hander Zack Godley pitched

six strong innings in his second career start,
David Peralta had three hits and two RBIs, and
Arizona beat Seattle for its fourth consecutive
victory. Godley (2-0), who pitched six shutout
innings to win his debut last week, allowed
three runs on six hits, including solo homers
by Mike Zunino and Nelson Cruz. He struck
out four and walked three.

Peralta drove in Arizona’s first two runs on
a single in the first inning and double in the
third. He also singled in the sixth and walked
in the seventh. 

The Diamondbacks opened a 6-1 lead with
a three-run sixth inning, bunching five hits to
chase Hisashi Iwakuma (2-2), who was tagged
for all six runs on 10 hits in 5 2-3 innings.

PIRATES 8, TWINS 7
Jung Ho Kang hit a tiebreaking home run

off the facing off the second deck in left cen-
ter-field in the ninth inning, l if ting the
Pittsburgh Pirates over the Minnesota Twins
8-7 Tuesday night.

Kang’s sixth home run of the season, a
drive off All-Star closer Glen Perkins (0-3), sent
Pittsburgh to its fourth win five games.
Perkins has allowed runs in three of four post-
All-Star break appearances, blowing a pair of
saves.   Pittsburgh All-Star closer Mark
Melancon (2-1) retired five batters after the
Twins tied the game with a four-run rally in
the eighth. Gregory Polanco hit a three-run
double in the eighth and scored on Neil
Walker’s single for a 7-3 lead, but Minnesota
tied the score in the bottom half.

ROCKIES 7, CUBS 2
DJ LeMahieu had three hits and scored

twice to help Colorado get a win in its first
game after trading Troy Tulowitzki. LeMahieu
extended his hitting streak to 18 games with
an RBI double as part of a four-run first, tripled
in the fifth and singled in the ninth to help
Colorado won for the third time in five games.
Daniel Descalso, who started at shortstop in
this game, made a leaping grab of a line drive
by Kris Bryant to end the seventh inning and
strand two runners. Nolan Arenado had a
two-run double and Nick Hundley added a
run-scoring groundout in the first against
Dallas Beeler (0-1). Nolan Flande (1-1) got his
first career victory, giving up a run and four
hits while walking three and striking out four
in five innings.

RAYS 10, TIGERS 2
Rookie Curt Casali had three hits and

homered twice for  the second straight
game, leading Tampa Bay to a victory over
slumping Detroit. Casali hit a two-run homer
off All-Star David Price (9-4) in the fourth
inning and added a solo shot off the former
Rays ace for a 5-1 lead in the sixth. He struck
out with the bases loaded in the eighth, fin-
ishing 3 for 4 with three RBIs on consecutive
nights. Jake Odorizzi (6-6) allowed one run
and six hits over six innings to improve to 2-
1 since returning from a five-week stint on
the disabled list. Yoenis Cespedes homered
for the second straight night for the Tigers,
who’ve lost four of five to start a 10-game
game road trip. —AP

Mets demolish Padres, Royals roll

CLEVELAND: Kansas City Royals’ Alcides Escobar tags out Cleveland Indians’ Jason Kipnis on a steal to second base in the first inning. —AP

NEW YORK: Mets newly acquire relief pitcher Tyler Clippard delivers in the ninth inning of
the Mets 4-0 shutout victory over the San Diego Padres in a baseball game. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 57 42 .576 -       
Baltimore 50 49 .505 7       
Tampa Bay 51 51 .500 7.5   
Toronto 50 51 .495 8       
Boston 44 57 .436 14      

Central Division
W L PCT GB      

Kansas City 61 38 .616 -       
Minnesota 52 47 .525 9       
Chicago White Sox 48 50 .490
12.5  
Detroit 48 52 .480 13.5  
Cleveland 45 54 .455 16      

Western Division
LA Angels 55 44 .556 -       
Houston 56 45 .554 -       
Texas 47 52 .475 8       
Seattle 46 55 .455 10      
Oakland 45 56 .446 11      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 52 46 .531 -       
NY Mets 52 48 .520 1       
Atlanta 46 54 .460 7       
Miami 42 58 .420 11      
Philadelphia 38 63 .376 15.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 64 36 .640 -       
Pittsburgh 58 41 .586 5.5   
Chicago Cubs 52 47 .525 11.5  
Cincinnati 44 54 .449 19      
Milwaukee 44 57 .436 20.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 56 45 .554 -       
San Francisco 55 45 .550 0.5   
Arizona 48 51 .485 7       
San Diego 47 53 .470 8.5   
Colorado 43 55 .439 11.5  

MLB results/standings
Baltimore 7, Atlanta 3; Philadelphia 3, Toronto 2; Chicago White Sox 9, Boston 4; NY Mets 4,
San Diego 0; Tampa Bay 10, Detroit 2; Kansas City 2, Cleveland 1; Miami 4, Washington 1; NY
Yankees 21, Texas 5; Colorado 7, Chicago Cubs 2; Pittsburgh 8, Minnesota 7; Houston 10, LA
Angels 5; Cincinnati 4, St. Louis 0; Arizona 8, Seattle 4; Oakland 2, LA Dodgers 0; Milwaukee 5,
San Francisco 2.

Mourinho targets Benitez
LONDON: Jose Mourinho has launched a stinging attack on Real Madrid manager Rafael Benitez after the
Spaniard’s wife teased the Chelsea boss by saying her husband was always having to tidy up messes left by
the Portuguese. Montserrat Seara triggered the attack after Spanish newspaper La Region published her
light-hearted remark following Benitez’s appointment at the Bernabeu last month, the third time he has
joined a club previously managed by his rival.

Mourinho was clearly not amused and speaking to reporters after Chelsea beat European champions
Barcelona on penalties in a Washington friendly, he delivered a withering straight-faced

response. “The lady is a bit confused,” he said after the match that ended in a 2-2
draw. “I am not laughing... “Her husband went to Chelsea to replace Roberto Di
Matteo and he went to Real Madrid and replaced Carlo Ancelotti.

“The only club where her husband replaced me was at Inter Milan where, in
six months, he destroyed the best team in Europe at the time.

“For her also to think about me, and to speak about me, I think she needs to
occupy her time. “And if she takes care of her husband’s diet, she will have less
time to speak about me.” Benitez was hired by Inter Milan in 2010 after

Mourinho had led an aging team to a European and domestic treble before leav-
ing for Real Madrid. The Spaniard was dismissed after six months, with the club

down in seventh place in Serie A. The Spaniard also managed Chelsea on an interim
basis, succeeding Roberto Di Matteo in 2012, five years after Mourinho’s first spell

ended, when the Italian was sacked six months after winning the Champions
League.—Reuters

West Brom sign Chester
LONDON: Premier League West Bromwich Albion have signed Wales
international defender James Chester from relegated Hull City on a four-
year deal, the Baggies said yesterday. No fee was given but media
reports put the deal at eight million pounds ($12.51 million).

West Brom manager Tony Pulis told the club web-
site (www.wba.co.uk) that the 26-year-old, who
started his career at Manchester United, came with
glowing references from Hull boss Steve Bruce.
“James did very well for Hull City. I’ve had a good
chat with him and he’s the type of player I like,”
said Pulis. “He’s young, a strong character, a good
defender,  he has good feet and he has the
Manchester United stamp all over him, just like
(Stoke City’s) Ryan Shawcross and (West Brom’s)
Darren Fletcher.

“Steve especially gave him a great mention
and there is no better accolade than Steve
Bruce giving a defender a good drum
roll,” he added. Pulis said West Brom,
who finished 13th last season,
were looking to bring in more
players.—Reuters

Number blunder adds
up to defeat in Brazil

SAO PAULO: Rivaldo’s Mogi Mirim were left cursing their
luck in a 3-2 home defeat to Bragantino in the Brazilian Serie
B on Tuesday after the home side had a defender dismissed
for wearing different numbered shirts and conceded a stop-
page-time winner. Paulao, who started the match wearing
number four, was booked in the first half and got a second
yellow six minutes after the break when the fourth official
noticed he was wearing the same number three shirt as
team mate Fabio Sanches.

The centre back had opted to put on a new shirt at half-
time without noticing the different number. Mogi were los-
ing 1-0 at the time of the dismissal and although they man-
aged to equalise twice through a Geovane brace, the hosts
ended up succumbing to a 93rd minute winner. The result
was their first defeat in five games and halted a fine run of
form that started when 43-year-old Rivaldo returned to play
for a team he also owns.

The former Barcelona player did not feature against
Bragantino and his side currently sit second bottom in the
20-team league after 15 games.—Reuters


