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AHMEDABAD: Flash floods triggered by
torrential monsoon rain have killed at
least 26 people in a west Indian state in
the past 48 hours, authorities said yester-
day.

The rain and high winds have also cut
power and communications across the
north of Gujarat state, raising concerns
that villagers may be stranded.

“Over 2,000 villages of north Gujarat
have been affected due to the floods,” the
duty officer in the state’s emergency con-
trol room told AFP.

“We have lost contact with most of
these villages and there is no information
coming in from those areas.” 

Rescue teams have been deployed to
several hard-hit areas, including the dis-

trict of Banaskantha where eight people
have been killed in rain-related incidents
including drownings, local official Dilip
Rana said.

“Efforts are on to first rescue those
stranded in floodwaters,” district collector
Rana told AFP.

Another four people died in Kutch dis-
trict after several houses collapsed, while

more than 1,000 people there have been
relocated to higher ground, reported
local official M S Patel.

Six fatalities have also been recorded
in the main city of Ahmedabad and eight
in other districts, the control room officer
said.

The Indian weather bureau forecast
that heavy rain will continue to inundate

Gujarat for another 48 hours.
Last month, more than 50 people

were killed in the coastal state as the
annual monsoon swept across the
country.

The monsoon is vital for South Asia
especially for crop production. India
receives nearly 80 percent of its annual
rainfall from June to September. —AFP

At least 26 dead in flash floods in western India

DHAKA: Son of Bangladesh Nationalist Party leader Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury (C) arrives at the Supreme Court following a review petition relat-
ing to Chowdhury’s appeal against his death sentence in Dhaka yesterday.
Bangladesh’s top court yesterday upheld the death sentence handed down to
a top opposition politician for atrocities committed during the 1971 inde-
pendence war, including the slaughter of around 200 Hindus. —AFP

LAHORE: Pakistani police killed the
leader of the sectarian militant
group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, his two
sons and 11 others yesterday in a
shootout after gunmen attacked a
police convoy as he was being
moved, police said.

Ishaq’s death, after decades dur-
ing which he appeared to have
been untouchable, could mark an
important shift in the way the
Pakistani government deals with
militants, analysts said.

The extremist Sunni Muslim
group founded by Ishaq has
claimed responsibility for the
deaths of hundreds of civilians,
mostly minority Shi’ite Muslims.

The Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ )
once enjoyed open support from
Pakistan’s powerful spy agency, the
Directorate for Inter-Services
Intelligence, which used such
groups as proxies in India and
Afghanistan and to counter Shi’ite
militant groups.

Ishaq had faced dozens of mur-
der trials but had always been
acquitted after witnesses refused to
testify. He was arrested again on
Saturday, under a public order act,
along with his two sons. On
Tuesday, police took them to an
area near the town of Muzaffargarh
in the eastern province of Punjab.

Ishaq had given police the loca-
tion of other militants and an arms
cache there, Muzaffargarh police
spokesman Adnan Shehzad told
Reuters.

But a group of men on motorcy-
cles ambushed the police convoy
as it arrived in the early hours of
yesterday, Shehzad said.

“Twelve to 15 terrorists attacked
the police party . . .  freed the
accused and fled away on motorcy-
cles,” a police spokeswoman, Nabila
Ghazanfar, quoted a policeman in
the area as saying in a message.

Police further along the road
attacked the gunmen as they fled,
killing Ishaq, his two sons, and 11
others, Ghazanfar cited the police-
man as saying. Six police were

wounded, the police spokesman
said.

Another top LeJ leader, Ghulam
Rasool, was also killed, police said.

Police said Ishaq and his sons
were being investigated over the
murder of dozens of people. “The
gang was also in league with the
( Taleban) and al Qaeda groups
operating in the area,” the police
message said.

Doubts over official version
The circumstances of Ishaq’s

killing raise many questions, given
a long police record of staging
shoot-outs to eliminate suspects.

Police often stage such clashes
as judges have been intimidated
into acquitting high-profile mili-

tants, said one senior police investi-
gator not involved in this case.

The investigator said Ishaq’s
killing bore the hallmarks of police
action under a National Action Plan
(NAP) against militancy, launched
last December after Pakistani
Taleban militants killed 134 stu-
dents at an army-run school in the
city of Peshawar.

“This is NAP in action,” said the
investigator, who declined to be
identified as he was not authorised
to speak to the media.

“State policy on this is indiscrim-
inate and broad-based: Terrorists
will not be tolerated, no matter
who they are.”

Another senior police official
said Punjab province was on alert

in anticipation of retaliatory
attacks. Punjab is Pakistan’s biggest
and richest province and the politi-
cal heartland of Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif. It has traditionally
been a more peaceful area of
Pakistan; some political parties
accuse the government there of
tacitly tolerating militant groups in
exchange for a ceasefire.

Ishaq’s death marks a dramatic
change, said Omar Hamid, the head
of Asia analysis at IHS Country Risk,
and a former head of the counter-
terrorism police in the southern city
of Karachi.

“It seems the Punjab govern-
ment has decided to take a much
more muscular policy towards mili-
tants,” he said. —Reuters

Pakistan police kill leader 
of banned sectarian group
Group claims responsibility for civilian deaths

MUZFFARGARH: A Pakistani police commando looks at the body of Malik Ishaq, an anti-Shiite
group leader, as it lies with others in the district hospital in Muzaffargarh yesterday. The leader
of an anti-Shiite group behind some of Pakistan’s worst sectarian atrocities was killed in a
shootout with police early yesterday along with 13 other militants, authorities said. —AFP

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s top court yesterday
upheld the death sentence on a top opposi-
tion politician for atrocities committed dur-
ing the 1971 independence war, including
the slaughter of around 200 Hindus.  The
Supreme Court dismissed Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury’s appeal against the
sentence passed by a controversial war
crimes tribunal two years ago.  It was the
first time a senior politician of the main
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) had been sentenced for his role in the
conflict, which saw what was then East
Pakistan secede from Islamabad.  The 66-
year-old was originally found guilty by the
International Crimes Tribunal, a domestic
war crimes court, of nine charges including
genocide, torture and rape.

The BNP said it was “shocked and
aggrieved” by the ruling on Chowdhury,
who served as an advisor to party leader
and two-times former premier Khaleda Zia.
“Chowdhury became a victim of political
vengeance,” party spokesman Asaduzzaman
Ripon told reporters.

The BNP and its Islamist allies have
described the war crimes tribunal as a tool
for Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League to silence its opponents.  Defence
lawyer Khandaker Mahbub Hossain said
Chowdhury’s legal team would seek a
review of yesterday’s ruling.

“My father is innocent. One day it will be
proved to the people of Bangladesh,”
Chowdhury’s son Hummam Q Chowdhury
told AFP.  Hundreds of people staged “victo-
ry processions” as news of the verdict
reached the capital’s Shahbagh Square,
where they had been massing since dawn.
Hundreds more joined celebrations in
Chittagong, where pro-government groups

held victory marches and handed out
sweets.  Prosecutors had described
Chowdhury, a minister in the previous BNP-
led government, as a merciless killer who
murdered more than 200 Hindus, including
the owner of a well-known herbal medicine
company.  The trial heard that he had
dragged owner Nutan Chandra Sinha out of
his prayer room and Pakistani soldiers had
then shot him.  “Chowdhury then shot him
again to make sure he was dead,” prosecutor
Zead Al Malum told AFP after the original
verdict.

Security boosted 
Police stepped up security in Dhaka and

in Chowdhury’s home city of Chittagong
before the judgement. 

Previous verdicts against Islamist politi-
cians have sparked the country’s deadliest
political violence since independence, with
hundreds killed.  But major protests against
the latest verdict were seen as unlikely.  The
BNP was weakened by a major crackdown
earlier this year after it launched a three-
month nationwide transport blockade to try
to topple the government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. 

Prosecutors said the execution could be
carried out within months unless his case is
reviewed or the president grants him clemen-
cy.  All previous attempts to review war
crimes cases or obtain a presidential reprieve
have failed. Bangladesh has struggled to
come to terms with its violent birth.  The gov-
ernment set up the tribunal in 2010, saying
trials were needed to heal the wounds of the
1971 war, in which it says three million peo-
ple were killed and 200,000 women raped.
Independent estimates put the death toll at
between 300,000 and 500,000. —AFP

Bangladesh upholds opposition 
politician’s death sentence

MANILA:  An Indian anti-corruption cam-
paigner and a fellow countryman who
recycles clothes for the poor are among
this year’s recipients of the Philippines’
Ramon Magsaysay Award, often regarded
as Asia’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

The award foundation announced yes-
terday that Sanjiv Chaturvedi, 40, who
began investigating and blowing the
whistle on government anomalies as a
forest service officer in 2005, had won the
award for emergent leadership for his
“exemplary integrity, courage and tenaci-
ty” in exposing government corruption.

Anshu Gupta, 44, whose volunteer
group provides clothing and other recy-
cled articles to the poor and makes inex-
pensive sanitary pads for women, was cit-
ed for “his creative vision in transforming
the culture of giving in India.”

Kommaly Chanthavong of Laos, Ligaya
Fernando-Amilbangsa of the Philippines
and Kyaw Thu of Myanmar are the other
recipients of the award, which includes a
$30,000 prize.

The foundation said Chanthavong, 71,
whose work in reviving her country’s

ancient art of silk weaving, had created
livelihoods for thousands of poor
Laotians who have been displaced by war
while “preserving the dignity of women
and her nation’s priceless silken cultural
treasure.”

Fernando-Amilbangsa, 71, who has
studied and promotes a dance form in
the southern Philippines that dates back
to the region’s early inhabitants, was rec-
ognized for her “single-minded crusade in
preserving the endangered artistic her-
itage” of the southern Philippines.

A popular and award-winning actor in
Myanmar, the 55-year-old Thu formed a
group with a movie colleague that pro-
vides free funeral services to help relieve
the emotional and financial burden of the
poor. He was recognized for “his generous
compassion in addressing the fundamen-
tal needs of both the living and the dead
in Myanmar.”

The award is named for a well-loved
Philippine president who died in a plane
crash in 1957. The awards ceremony will
be held in Manila on Aug. 31, Magsaysay’s
birth anniversary. —AP

2 Indians among recipients 
of 2015 Magsaysay Award

MUMBAI: Seven people died when a three-
storey building collapsed in heavy rains in west-
ern India, an official said yesterday, the latest
deadly accident to highlight shoddy construc-
tion standards in the country.

Rescuers were frantically searching for
another three people believed trapped under
the rubble of the dilapidated building, which
crumbled on the outskirts of Indian’s financial
capital Mumbai late Tuesday night.  “So far we
have rescued 10 injured and removed seven
bodies while three more are still  missing,”
National Disaster Response Force official Alok
Avasthy told AFP.

The building was situated in the Mumbai
suburb of Thakurli, in the Thane district of
Maharashtra state.

“I t  was an old structure that had been
declared unsafe, yet four or five families contin-
ued to reside there,” Avasthy said, adding that
monsoon rains were hampering the relief effort.

“The weather is being adverse and we are
still to go through nearly one fourth of the site
so we can’t say how much more time will be
needed.  “Only once we are sure all who can be
saved are out then will we take a call on ending
the operations,” he said.

Millions in India live in dilapidated old build-

ings, many of which cave in during rain.
The accident is the latest in a long line of

deadly building collapses recently, some of
which have highlighted poor construction stan-
dards.  This month, five people died when an
old four-storey block fell in the capital New
Delhi.

In February, a newly-built house in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh collapsed and killed
13 people as they slept. 

And an 11-storey apartment tower being
built in Tamil Nadu came crashing down last
July following heavy rain, killing 61 people,
mostly labourers. —AFP

India building collapse kills 7

MUMBAI: Indian bystanders watch as rescue officials use a bulldozer to comb through the wreckage of an apartment building in
Thane on the outskirts of Mumbai yesterday, after it collapsed in monsoon rain storms.   Seven people died when a three-storey
building collapsed in heavy rains in western India, an official said, the latest deadly accident to highlight shoddy construction
standards in the country. —AFP
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