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The real price of the oil-related conflict is being paid by too many
outstanding, creative and devoted Kuwaitis specializing in vari-
ous fields simply because they are out of this ‘political interest

orbit’ and have ministerial or parliamentary tycoon to support them.
All of which resulted in the fact that 40 years after the oil sector was
nationalized, we still import everything starting with the screws to the
vessels used to export oil. 

Does the current acceleration between the oil minister and a
group of lawmakers during the parliamentary hiatus need any expla-
nation? Of course it does, as this continuous conflict is reaching its
peak by the end of the tenure of the oil companies’ boards of direc-
tors and that of the Supreme Petroleum Council. Such a conflict
between the minister and some lawmakers is inevitable, because the
same scenario had been expected even with a different oil minister
and a different group of lawmakers, which has already happened in
previous experiences. 

Oil companies are like a gigantic octopus involving power, com-
mercial interests and profiteering that cannot be achieved in other
state sectors even those facing similar problems. The minister’s recent
statement that the investments expected in the oil sector were $60
billion is more than enough to launch a world war not only of a verbal
one between the minister and lawmakers. Yet, this is not the end of
the story. The oil sector makes $120 million daily despite the current
low oil prices. Accordingly, such figures and the huge bonuses and
incentives allocated to senior officials, which are big enough to be
dreams for so many world leaders, explain the dispute over oil sector
appointments and how they turned into an endless political conflict.
Therefore, any minister would normally prefer appointing those polit-

ically and socially closer to him though the oil sector is a special case
and occasionally ‘explodes’ in terms of politics. And because the gov-
ernment wishes to keep this sector for political quotas and use it
occasionally to win some supporters (like it does in many other sec-
tors) it never went through the trouble of setting specific, objective
technical rules and regulations for promotions or for taking on senior
positions in this sector. 

The real price of the oil-related conflict is being paid by too many
outstanding, creative and devoted Kuwaitis specializing in various
fields simply because they are out of this ‘political interest orbit’ and
have ministerial or parliamentary tycoon to support them. All of
which resulted in the fact that 77 years after discovering oil and 40
years after the oil sector was nationalized, we still import everything
starting with the screws to the vessels used to export oil. 

If the minister was so sure of the soundness of his decisions con-
cerning the ones he nominated for senior positions, and believed in
their potentials to surpass those of others and took their experience
and career into consideration, he should hold an international confer-
ence inviting the world’s best oil experts, take the podium with them
and introduce each and every one of them explaining why he had
chosen each for the position he is nominated for, his scientific status,
achievements, specialized writings and the benefit expected from his
appointment. Only then would the minister win lawmakers’ and the
entire society’s trust and will have secured the future of Kuwait’s oil
sector.  By the way, this invitation is not restricted to Minister Omair
since I have defied previous oil ministers to do the same during my
tenure as a lawmaker but they dared not accept the challenge! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Nobility comes as a package, charity cannot be
paid by installments and princedom is not only
inherited. These three simple phrases sum up

what I have seen from His Royal Highness the Prince of
Al-Madinah Al-Monawwara, Prince Faisal Bin Salman Al
Saud on a ceremony held by an orphanage in Madinah
known as ‘The Prophet’s Neighbors.’*

I happened to attend the ceremony completely by
chance, while I was in Saudi Arabia performing Omra,
as I received an invitation from a friend from Madinah
whom I had not seen for 12 years. On the second day of
my visit, he accompanied me to the Prophet’s
Neighbors Orphanage where I was amazed by the type
and number of people attending the ceremony, includ-
ing Prince Faisal and a huge number of Saudi foot-
ballers, like Yasser Al-Qahtani, Mohammed Al-Shalhoub
and Nayef Azzazi, and also Madinah dignitaries. 

I learned that the ceremony was not to be covered
by the media, but handled it and dealt with the
orphans who surrounded him and blew all theories
about official protocol for people in similar positions.
He forgot all about everybody except the kids, carry-
ing some of them, talking to some and listening to
others. I honestly thought that would not last more
than two minutes, take some photos and then go on
to talk with officials and dignitaries. Well, I could not
be more wrong as Prince Faisal stayed with the kids for
over an hour, listening to them and playing with them. 

I also learned that Al-Hilal and Al-Nasr star foot-
ballers attended the ceremony upon instructions from
the official who is also the head of the Takaful Charity
Organization. 

The following day, knowing that is the head of the
most important Arab media establishment, that he is
the son of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and
that he is the Madinah prince, I expected news about
the ceremony would be all over the press and the
media. I did search and found two small stories, one
from a political newspaper, the other, a sports one,
which only focused on the presence of the footballers.
Inquiring from my friend about it, he told me that he
did not want media coverage and that the photos
published about the ceremony were leaked by the
players themselves on their social media accounts
through a campaign they hashtagged ‘Think About Us
for Orphans’ Benefit’ through which they said that the
society included 6,000 members sponsoring orphans
with him providing the largest contribution to the
donations. Nevertheless, he decided to keep a low
profile and preferred focusing the coverage on the
campaign rather on his visit, person or position! 

l The Prophet (PBUH) said, “I will be like this in
Jannah with the person who takes care of an orphan.”
The Prophet (PBUH) raised his forefinger and middle
finger to illustrate how close and neighborly he would
be with those people and hence, the charity’s name. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Forgery suspect caught

KUWAIT: Residency affairs department detectives arrested
an Egyptian man for forging several transactions and docu-
ments from the disputes committee which are given to
expats in order to settle labor disputes. The man would
offer the forged documents to expats in exchange of mon-
ey, according to investigations. After receiving information
about the issue, detectives’ investigations led to finding
out that the forger processed several transactions with the
signature of the committee’s chairman on them. They then
arrested one of the people who received a forged transac-
tion. The man told them that a person gave him the docu-
ment for KD 350. He gave police his information which
they used to track and put him under arrest.

Teen beats mother

A teenager beat his mother and elder sister and threat-
ened them when they refused to allow him to go with
his neighbors to a mall, then escaped. The mother and
her daughter headed to Sabah Al-Nasser police after the
incident and filed a complaint, a security source said.

Attempted murder

A Syrian man was stabbed by a compatriot during a fight in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh due to some old disputes and was tak-
en to Farwaniya hospital for treatment. Police are looking
for the suspect who faces attempted murder charges.

Budget

Maid charged with theft

A citizen accused her Asian housemaid of stealing
money and disappearing along with her passport, sug-
gesting that she might have or still attempting to
escape out of the country. The maid stole a total of KD
1,700 in cash according to the sponsor’s statements to
Sulaibikhat police. Detectives are working on the case.

Kidnap foiled

Two juveniles told police that they were beaten in an
attempted kidnapping by six unknown persons in Jabriya.
The attempt failed with a passerby intervened and saved
them from the kidnappers, the teenagers said. Police are
working on identifying the suspects through the license
plate number of the car that they used.

Death

An Ethiopian man’s body was sent to the coroner to
determine the cause of death. The man reportedly col-
lapsed in an animal pen in Jahra. A case was filed for
investigations.

News
i n  b r i e f

State withdrawing

from general reserve

KUWAIT: The Finance Ministry has started withdrawing
money from the state’s general reserve in order to finance
the budget’s deficit, sources said, adding that this step
should actually have been taken during the 2014/2015
when a KD 2.7 billion actual deficit was recorded. Kuwait’s
general reserve sets between KD 43 and 45 billion. The min-
istry has predicted an even bigger budget deficit in
2015/2016 as oil revenues continue to drop significantly. The
ministry is studying several options to fund the deficit in
2015/2016, including withdrawing from the general reserve,
taking bank loans, releasing bonds, or other options that
combine between those scenarios. In the meantime, the
ministry released new regulations to rationalize spending
while it continues to study ways to increase non-oil incomes,
including raising fees on services. —Al-Qabas

IS targets embassies

BEIRUT: The Islamic State (IS) group plans to carry out
attacks on Arab embassies, including those of Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates in Beirut
using sleeping cells in Lebanon, Al-Rai reported yester-
day quoting ‘Western security sources.’ Targeting Arab
embassies is one of IS’ goals in Lebanon and the Arab
World, said the sources, adding that Lebanese authori-
ties have been informed about the information to take
security measures in accordance. —Al-Rai

Auto theft

Farwaniya detectives arrested four suspects for stealing
cars whose owners leave them with the engine running.
The suspects, two Syrian, one Egyptian and one Saudi,
would set the stolen car ablaze after using it to cover the
evidence, according to investigations. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) sponsors LOYAC as
part of its commitment toward corporate social responsibility.

NBK Group CEO Isam Al-Sager received LOYAC delegates
including Board members Fadia Al-Marzooq, Fetouh Al-Dalali
and Mona Al-Kalouti at NBK Head Office.

“NBK’s sponsorship is part of its ongoing drive to fulfill its
corporate social responsibilities”, said Sager. “NBK endeavors
to shoulder its social responsibilities and share with the vari-
ous private and public sector institutions and departments
the burdens and responsibilities of broader national efforts
towards social advancement”.

Sager added “NBK’s sponsorship and support comes in line
with the bank’s customary and ongoing spirit of corporate cit-
izenship as well as the vital role it plays in supporting youth.”

NBK continues to promote a range of philanthropic mis-
sions and social welfare programs as part of the humanitarian
dimension of its corporate social responsibility to assert its
leadership in supporting Kuwait’s social development, stand-
ing as a model in serving all aspects of the community.

LOYAC is a nonprofit organization that runs several pro-
grams for the youth to develop their professional skills,
enhance their personal growth and help them find their sense
of purpose by extending themselves to others.

NBK sponsors LOYAC

Isam Al-Sager, NBK Group CEO with LOYAC Board members.

Fee on old cars
KUWAIT: The General Traffic Department prepared a project
to enforce cumulative fees on renewing old vehicles and for-
warded it to the Interior Ministry. The project would cover vehi-
cles over 20 years of age, and suggests fees ranging between
KD 50 and KD 100. If the study goes through, an owner of a car
that is 21 years old would have to pay KD 50 when renewing
the vehicle’s registrations, while someone who owns a 22 years
old car would pay KD 70, whereas an owner of a 23 years old
car pays KD 100. The fee would increase the older the car gets,
said sources with knowledge of the study. The goal behind the
study is to help ‘eliminate’ rickety cars since there are no regula-
tions that allow authorities to impound working ones. —Al-Rai


