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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A once ‘desperate’ and suicidal masseur from
Salmiya won this year’s Kuwait Times annual Ramadan
raffle draw contest. Harold E Palejo from Cagayan
Valley, Philippines won two business class air tickets to
San Francisco, USA, courtesy of Abu Dhabi-based
Etihad Airways. Besides the major prize, Harold also
bagged the 14th and 28th prize. The raffle draw was
held at the Kuwait Times headquarters under the
supervision of Abdulaziz Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s
Ministry of Commerce.    

A post-birthday gift
“I was fervently praying for a gift on my birthday,

July 22. I was a bit depressed because July 22 had
passed, but I didn’t receive anything. But your call
brightened up my day, really, I am overwhelmed,”
Harold told this reporter when called yesterday morn-
ing to get his reaction after winning the grand prize. 

The Ramadan contest encourages readers to par-
ticipate and answer their daily Ramadan questions,
cut out the Q & A part and send as many entries as
they can. “If you come to my accommodation right
now, [you will see] I still have mountains of newspa-
pers because I have one objective, to win,” he said.

“I used to buy 10 newspapers every day during the
entire Ramadan month so I could send as many
entries as possible,” Harold admitted. He added that he
asked his Kuwaiti friends to help him out with the
answer, while for some questions, Harold said, “I really
asked ‘Mr Google’ and got the answer.” Harold has
been reading his favorite Kuwait Times newspaper
every day since 2002 and loves to participate in the
discussions posted in the paper. 

Depressed and desperate
Harold shared that winning the contest was a

major turn of events for him, because just last year,
Harold was depressed, desperate and wanted to kill
himself. “I knew it. I knew I will get something big. I
knew God will help me,” Harold said.

“I remember last year, I was so depressed and des-
perate to end my life. I wanted to kill myself that time,
but thanks to a radio program I called last year ... they
convinced me to hold on and be strong.”

Harold talked to the Filipino anchors, Ben Garcia
and Randy Mendoza, including the Labor Attache of
the Philippines, Atty Cesar Chavez, on TFM Radio, now
with Pinoy Arabia (Marina FM). Unknown to this
reporter, this reporter was one of the anchors who
convinced Harold to hold on, but Harold remembered
him.

“Really the call and advice they offered really
helped me a lot. I managed to overcome the difficult
situation with my sponsor because of that,” Harold
acknowledged. Harold explained that during that
time, he was asked to pay KD 4,000 from a spa he pre-
viously managed, but the spa was reportedly bank-
rupt because most of their walk-in customers where
friends of the owner and were not paying as required.
His boss however insisted he pay the company’s loss-

es.  At that time, Harold was harassed every day and
was demanded the amount to be paid or risk impris-
onment. “So I was thinking at that time to end my life
instead. Thank God I overcame it,” he said. 

Wonderful news
Sixty-year-old chief accountant from India, Syed

Arif Hussein (of Boodai Trading Company) bagged the
second prize for Ramadan raffle contest, winning one
economy return ticket to Madrid. “It’s wonderful news
for me. I am very happy,” he said. 

Hussein and his family have been reading Kuwait
Times since 1979. “You know, even if I didn’t get any-
thing I am satisfied already. Just by answering ques-
tions and doing a research to get the correct answer
really gives knowledge and inspiration to read more
and more about the subject, in fact I learned a lot,” he
added.  

Hussein also admitted that he won the annual
Kuwait Times Ramadan contest two years ago. “I was
sixth place at that time. I always participate and will do
more next year,” he said.  

The third prize went to Adil Arif Mukadam who
works at automobile company in Kuwait and received
a return ticket to Abu-Dhabi. “This is a very nice gift to
me. Thank you,” Adil said. Adil has been reading Kuwait
Times for ten years now and said he enjoys reading
the newspaper. 

Fawzia S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Sales Manager-
Kuwait noted that their participation in Kuwait Times
annual Ramadan raffle draw contest is a proof of
Etihad’s commitment to CSR (corporate social respon-
sibility). “This is a very good opportunity for Etihad
Airways to showcase our products and services,” she
said.

“This is the third time we participated in the Kuwait
Times Ramadan contest and yes, we are greatly satis-
fied and would love to participate in such educational
but also religiously-influenced event. We care and we
are not only interested on business, but we also want
to build a strong relationship with all not just with the
Kuwaiti locals but also with expats,” Fawzia added. 

Other sponsors in this year’s contest include Lu&Lu
Hypermarket, Sebamed (Al-Sanabel Al-Thahabeyah
Est. and Espresso Capsules.

KUWAIT: Fawzia S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Airways Sales Manager poses with Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad,  Abdulaziz
Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce and other Ramadan quiz sponsors. — Photos by Joseph Shagra 

Fawzia S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Airways Sales Manager participates in the raffle draw
Tuesday night with Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad, and Abdulaziz
Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce.

Fawzia S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Airways Sales Manager receives a token of appreciation
from Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad.

‘Desperate’ masseur wins two return 
business class tickets to SF, USA

Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad is pictured with Fawzia
S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Airways Sales Manager.

Sreejith K S, Regional Manager Lu & Lu participates in the draw. Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad is pictured with
Abdulaziz Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce and Sreejith K
S, Regional Manager Lu & Lu.

Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad participates in the raffle draw.

Fawzia S Al-Musharrekh, Etihad Airways Sales Manager presents a gift to Abdulaziz
Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce.

Sreejith K S, Regional Manager Lu & Lu receives a token of appreciation from Kuwait
Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad. Abdulaziz Ashkhanani from Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce receives a token of appreciation

from KT Deputy General Manager.

Ramadan
Quiz winners 

1. Harold E Palejo 
2. Syed Arif Hussein 
3. Adil Arif Mukadam 
4. Shehzad Zuber Kardame 
5. Murtuza Abdul Hakim 
6. Hajera Abdul Aziz 
7. Bindu Varada 
8. Mohammad Sohair Saddiq 
9. Jayanul Sarefa
10. Laeeba Kardame 
11. Dr P C Koruthu 
12. Dileep Thomas 
13. Maria Rita Moraes 
14. Harold E Paleju 
15. Khalid Javed 
16. Maryam Shamsolla 
17. Khalid Mahmood 
18. Mukhtadir Hussein 
19. Christopher D’mello 
20. Tasneem Fatema 
21. Amanullah Sharfudeen 
22. Blesson D’Souza 
23. Raphael Joseph 
24. Heba Adjuharun 
25. Santan Ferrao 
26. Khaliqdad Khattak 
27. Abdullah Issa  
28. Harold E Paleju 
29. Mohammed Moneer 
30. Ayman Arif Mukhadam  


