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SAN FRANCISCO: Microsoft’s new Windows 10
operating system debuts today, as the longtime
leader in PC software struggles to carve out a new
role in a world where people increasingly rely on
smartphones, tablets and information stored
online.

No one’s expected to line up overnight for
Windows 10, the way people did 20 years ago for
Windows 95. But Microsoft is counting on tens or
even hundreds of millions of people to download
its latest release for free in the coming months. The
launch will be accompanied by a global marketing
campaign for an event the company hopes will be
pivotal - both for its own future and for a vast audi-
ence of computer users around the world.

Windows 10 is coming to PCs and tablets first,
but it’s also designed to run phones, game con-
soles and even holographic headsets. It has new
features, a streamlined Web browser called Edge
and a desktop version of Cortana, the online assis-
tant that is Microsoft’s answer to Google Now and
Apple’s Siri. Still, the company insists Windows 10
will seem familiar to users of Windows 7, the six-
year-old operating system still running on most
PCs. Microsoft and PC makers want to erase the
memory of the last big update, 2012’s Windows 8,
which alienated many with its jarring, unwieldy
design.

Microsoft skipped the name Windows 9, as if to
distance itself further from the last release.  While
many analysts believe Windows 8 made sagging PC
sales even worse, it’s unclear if Windows 10 will
spur the industry back to growth. Here is a look at
the launch and why it matters. 

What happens this week?
Microsoft plans promotional events in several

cities today, tied to a global ad campaign and a
series of charitable donations. About 5 million peo-
ple who enrolled in an earlier test program will be
able to download Windows 10 right away.

The company is also offering Windows 10 as a
free download, any time over the next year, to 

anyone who has the Home or Pro versions of
Windows 7 or 8 (but not the Enterprise versions
used by big organizations). Some may not get it
the first day; Microsoft says it will deliver down-
loads in waves, to ensure things go smoothly, but it
hasn’t said how long that will take. Retailers such as
Best Buy, Staples and Wal-Mart will have some
desktops and laptops with Windows 10 already
installed. More models are coming.

Why is Microsoft giving Windows 10 for free?
The company wants to get the new software on

as many devices as possible. Microsoft needs a
large pool of users to convince independent pro-
grammers that it’s worth their time to build useful
or entertaining apps for Windows 10 devices.
Executives also believe that if people are exposed
to the latest and best Windows, they’re more likely
to try other Microsoft products on PCs and mobile
devices. CEO Satya Nadella says he wants to have 1
billion devices running Windows 10 in three years.
Microsoft estimates there are 1.5 billion people
who currently use some kind of Windows. Rather
than charging them to upgrade, as Microsoft used
to do, it’s embracing the free download model pio-
neered by Apple and Google.

How will Microsoft make money?
Microsoft will still collect licensing fees from PC

makers that install Windows 10 on new machines.
In recent years, most consumers have waited until
they bought a new computer to get the latest
Windows. Microsoft also makes money from selling
Windows and other software to large businesses
and organizations.

In addition, Microsoft is counting on Windows
10 to spur more use of other services. Microsoft
makes money from selling advertising for its Bing
search engine, and Windows 10 comes with many

apps that steer people to Bing. The company also
collects fees from people who use premium ver-
sions of its Office software, OneDrive cloud storage
and Skype.

Why does this matter to consumers?
Microsoft says Windows 10 is designed for the

way people use computers today - with a faster
Web browser and features that make it easier to
start tasks on a PC and then switch to a hand-held
device. (Apple and Google tout similar features in
their software.)

Windows 10 also lets users log in with their face,
iris or thumbprint, instead of remembering pass-
words, though this works only with computers
equipped with the right hardware.

Most PC users are still working with Windows 7,
thanks to Windows 8’s unpopularity. But Microsoft
plans to phase out maintenance and security sup-
port for Windows 7 over the next five years, and for
Windows 8 by 2023, as it did with the older
Windows XP. Still, there’s no need to panic about
upgrading right away.

Why is it important to the tech industry?
The growth in mobile devices has caused PC

sales to decline for more than three years, hurting
manufacturers like Hewlett-Packard and compa-
nies like Microsoft and Intel, whose products are
used with PCs. Windows 10 won’t make people
give up their hand-held gadgets, but it’s part of
Nadella’s strategy to reposition Microsoft for a
world where people use multiple devices. PC mak-
ers are hoping he succeeds.

Jeff Barney, who runs Toshiba’s consumer PC
business, said the new software is easier to use
than Windows 8 and will complement hardware
advances in Toshiba’s newest machines.  Although
Barney isn’t expecting a big rush to stores today,
“over time, I think we’re going to see a positive
trend in sales.” — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: In this April 29, 2015 file photo, a Dell laptop computer running Windows 10 is on display at the Microsoft Build conference. — AP 

Microsoft’s latest operating system

‘Windows 10’ is released worldwide
A look at the launch and why it matters

SAN FRANCISCO: Jody Kearns doesn’t like to
spend time obsessing about her Parkinson’s
disease. The 56-year-old dietitian from
Syracuse, New York, had to give up bicycling
because the disorder affected her balance.
But she still works, drives and tries to live a
normal life. Yet since she enrolled in a clinical
study that uses her iPhone to gather informa-
tion about her condition, Kearns has been
diligently taking a series of tests three times a
day. She taps the phone’s screen in a certain
pattern, records a spoken phrase and walks a
short distance while the phone’s motion sen-
sors measure her gait.

“The thing with Parkinson’s disease is
there’s not much you can do about it,” she
said of the nervous-system disorder, which
can be managed but has no cure. “So when I
heard about this, I thought, ‘I can do this.’”

Smartphone apps are the latest tools to
emerge from the intersection of health care
and Silicon Valley, where tech companies are
also working on new ways of bringing
patients and doctors together online, apply-
ing massive computing power to analyze
DNA and even developing ingestible “smart”
pills for detecting cancer.

Health studies 
More than 75,000 people have enrolled in

health studies that use specialized iPhone
apps, built with software Apple Inc devel-
oped to help turn the popular smartphone
into a research tool. Once enrolled, iPhone
owners use the apps to submit data on a daily
basis, by answering a few survey questions or
using the iPhone’s built-in sensors to measure
their symptoms.

Scientists overseeing the studies say the
apps could transform medical research by
helping them collect information more fre-
quently and from more people, across larger
and more diverse regions, than they’re able to
reach with traditional health studies. A smart-
phone “is a great platform for research,” said
Dr. Michael McConnell, a Stanford University
cardiologist, who’s using an app to study
heart disease. “It’s one thing that people have
with them every day.”

While the studies are in early stages,
researchers also say a smartphone’s micro-
phone, motion sensors and touchscreen can
take precise readings that, in some cases, may
be more reliable than a doctor’s observations.
These can be correlated with other health or
fitness data and even environmental condi-
tions, such as smog levels, based on the
phone’s GPS locater.

Others have had similar ideas. Google Inc.
says it’s developing a health-tracking wrist-
band specifically designed for medical stud-
ies. Researchers also have tried limited stud-
ies that gather data from apps on Android
phones.

But if smartphones hold great promise for
medical research, experts say there are issues
to consider when turning vast numbers of
people into walking test subjects. The most
important is safeguarding privacy and the
data that’s collected, according to ethics
experts. In addition, researchers say apps
must be designed to ask questions that pro-
duce useful information, without overloading
participants or making them lose interest
after a few weeks. Study organizers also
acknowledge that iPhone owners tend to be
more affluent and not necessarily an accurate
mirror of the world’s population.

Apple had previously created software
called HealthKit for apps that track iPhone
owners’ health statistics and exercise habits.
Senior Vice President Jeff Williams said the
company wants to help scientists by creating
additional software for more specialized
apps, using the iPhone’s capabilities and vast
user base - estimated at 70 million or more in
North America alone. “This is advancing
research and helping to democratize medi-
cine,” Williams said in an interview.

Apple launched its ResearchKit program in
March with five apps to investigate
Parkinson’s, asthma, heart disease, diabetes
and breast cancer. A sixth app was released
last month to collect information for a long-
term health study of gays and lesbians by the
University of California, San Francisco.
Williams said more are being developed.

For scientists, a smartphone app is a rela-
tively inexpensive way to reach thousands of
people living in different settings and geo-
graphic areas. Traditional studies may only

draw a few hundred participants, said Dr. Ray
Dorsey, a University of Rochester neurologist
who’s leading the Parkinson’s app study
called mPower. “Participating in clinical stud-
ies is often a burden,” he explained. “You have
to live near where the study’s being conduct-
ed. You have to be able to take time off work
and go in for frequent assessments.”

Precise reading 
Smartphones also offer the ability to col-

lect precise readings, Dorsey added. One test
in the Parkinson’s study measures the speed
at which participants tap their fingers in a
particular sequence on the iPhone’s touch-
screen. Dorsey said that’s more objective than
a process still used in clinics, where doctors
watch patients tap their fingers and assign
them a numerical score.

Some apps rely on participants to provide
data. Elizabeth Ortiz, a 48-year-old New York
nurse with asthma, measures her lung power
each day by breathing into an inexpensive
plastic device. She types the results into the
Asthma Health app, which also asks if she’s
had difficulty breathing or sleeping, or taken
medication that day.

“I’m a Latina woman and there’s a high
rate of asthma in my community,” said Ortiz,
who said she already used her iPhone “con-
stantly” for things like banking and email. “I
figured that participating would help my fam-
ily and friends, and anyone else who suffers
from asthma.”

None of the apps test experimental drugs
or surgeries. Instead, they’re designed to
explore such questions as how diseases
develop or how sufferers respond to stress,
exercise or standard treatment regimens.
Stanford’s McConnell said he also wants to
study the effect of giving participants feed-
back on their progress, or reminders about
exercise and medication.

In the future, researchers might be able to
incorporate data from participants’ hospital
records, said McConnell. But first, he added,
they must build a track record of safeguard-
ing data they collect. “We need to get to the
stage where we’ve passed the privacy test
and made sure that people feel comfortable
with this.”

Toward that end, the enrollment process
for each app requires participants to read an
explanation of how their information will be
used, before giving formal consent. The stud-
ies all promise to meet federal health confi-
dentiality rules and remove identifying infor-
mation from other data that’s collected.
Apple says it won’t have access to any data or
use it for commercial purposes.

Some studies will always require in-person
interaction or supervision by a doctor,
experts say. But by reaching more people and
gathering more data, advocates say smart-
phone apps can help doctors answer more
subtle questions about a disease.

“Diseases like asthma are very complicat-
ed. They’re not caused by a single gene or
environmental influence,” said Eric Schadt, a
genomics professor who’s using an iPhone
app to study asthma at New York’s Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. “The only
hope you have of really going further in
resolving this disease is for researchers to get
to more people.” — AP 

Software turns smartphones 

into medical research tools

Tech leaders warn 

over killer robots

PARIS: A group of leading tech leaders, including
British scientist Stephen Hawking and Apple co-
founder Steve Wozniak, yesterday issued a stern warn-
ing against the development of so-called killer robots.
Autonomous weapons, which use artificial intelli-
gence to select targets without human intervention,
have been described as “the third revolution in war-
fare, after gunpowder and nuclear arms,” wrote
around 1,000 top technology chiefs in an open letter.

“The key question for humanity today is whether to
start a global AI (artificial intelligence) arms race or to
prevent it from starting,” they wrote. “If any major mili-
tary power pushes ahead with AI weapon develop-
ment, a global arms race is virtually inevitable,” the let-
ter continued. The idea of an automated killing
machine-made famous by Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
“Terminator”-is moving swiftly from science fiction to
reality, according to the scientists.

“The deployment of such systems is-practically if
not legally-feasible within years, not decades,” the let-
ter said. The scientists painted the Doomsday scenario
of autonomous weapons falling into the hands of ter-
rorists, dictators or warlords hoping to carry out eth-
nic cleansing. “There are many ways in which AI can
make battlefields safer for humans, especially civilians,
without creating new tools for killing people,” the let-
ter concluded. The letter was presented at the open-
ing of the 2015 International Joint Conference on
Artificial Intelligence in Buenos Aires. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Gawker says it will rethink its
ethics policies following turmoil over an arti-
cle about an executive’s private life, in what
could be a turning point for the popular news
and gossip website. Gawker Media founder
and chief executive Nick Denton said a “dia-
logue about the editorial code” would begin
in August. “After the passionate public argu-
ment of the last week, calm is restored
enough to begin a real,  civil  dialogue,”
Denton said in a recent memo to staff titled
“Gawker’s growing up.”

Some immediate reactions were skeptical,
amid questions on whether the site known
for brash and unabashed reporting can be
journalistically ethical. “Their mission is to be
as mean-spirited as they possibly can. That’s
been the Gawker brand from the beginning,”
said Dan Kennedy, a journalism professor at
Northeastern University. Last week, Tommy
Craggs, the executive editor of Gawker Media,
and Max Read, editor-in-chief of Gawker.com,
quit because of the site’s managing partners’
decision to delete the controversial post.

The decision to delete the article, which
purportedly exposed a senior media execu-
tive’s efforts to contact a high-priced escort,
had divided the Gawker staff. Denton said he
was “ashamed that we would ruin the home
life of a largely private individual with such a
flimsy rationale” and that the crisis has forced
a re-evaluation of the group’s editorial mis-
sion.

‘Journalistic standards’
“The company expects high journalistic

standards to be maintained by our writers
and even more so our editors,” Denton said in
the memo. “We do not seek to expose every
personal secret-only those that reveal some-
thing interesting enough to warrant publica-
tion.” Aly Colon, chair of journalism ethics at
Washington and Lee University, said it may be
difficult for Gawker to chart a new course. “It
will be challenging because gossip by its
nature is often unverified and is often about
information that may or may not be con-
firmed,” Colon told AFP.  “You are often put-
ting yourself in an ethical dilemma.” 

According to the news blog Capital New
York, Denton told staff that he wants the new

Gawker to be “20 percent nicer” than the old
one, but then downgraded that to say it
should be “10 to 15 percent” nicer. Ken
Paulson, a former USA Today editor who is
now dean of the College of Mass
Communication at Middle Tennessee State
University, said Gawker’s ethics policies may
not necessarily be the same as other news
organizations. “If the New York Times did this,
we’d all be shocked and appalled, but after
all, the site is called Gawker,” Paulson said.
“We’ve seen a sea change in what Americans
view as news,” he said, because of “an endless
appetite for celebrity gossip.”

A long history 
Gawker Media, which is believed to be one

of the larger online news organizations, also
publishes Deadspin, Gizmodo and other
niche news sites. The incident with the media
executive is not the first time Gawker has run
into controversy. It faces a lawsuit for releas-
ing sex footage of pro wrestler Hulk Hogan.
Gawker also published an anonymous
account of a one-night stand involving a
female candidate for US Senate, and nude
pictures of a gay American football player.

The New York Observer called Gawker “a
site that regularly says horrible things about
people for no reason but the fun of it.” But
Gawker went too far in its latest expose, even
for Denton and other media watchers. “It’s
one thing to mock celebrities and people in
power but it’s another to throw somebody’s
private life in the public eye when they did
nothing to ask for that,” Paulson said.

Robert Drechsel, director of the Center
for Journalism Ethics at the University of
Wisconsin, said the article had “no broader
significance” and was “an unjustifiable inva-
sion of privacy.” Gawker needs to take a
hard look at  i ts  miss ion,  according to
Drechsel.  “ The f irst  step is  the folks at
Gawker need to think through what they
mean by gossip and once they can come up
with an ethically sensible and principled
definit ion of the term they can have a
broad ethics policy,” he said. “The silver lin-
ing in this is that it truly has stimulated an
important discussion by the people who
are creating this material.” — AFP 

Gossip site Gawker looks 

to turn over a new leaf

MEXICO CITY: This is a Thursday, July 4, 2013 file
photo of Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak as he
speaks during the digital festival TagDF. — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Cyber security firm
Zimperium on Monday warned of a flaw in
the world’s most popular smartphone oper-
ating system that lets hackers take control
with a text message. “Attackers only need
your mobile number, using which they can
remotely execute code via a specially crafted
media file delivered via MMS (text message),”
Zimperium Mobile Security said in a blog
post. “A fully weaponized successful attack
could even delete the message before you
see it. You will only see the notification.”

Android code dubbed “Stagefright” was
at the heart of the problem, according to
Zimperium. Stagefright automatically pre-
loads video snippets attached to text mes-
sages to spare recipients from the annoy-
ance of waiting to view clips. Hackers can
hide malicious code in video files and it will
be unleashed even if the smartphone user
never opens it or reads the message, accord-
ing to research by Zimperium’s Joshua Drake.

“The targets for this kind of attack can
be anyone,” the cyber security firm said,
referring to Stagefright as the worst
Android flaw discovered to date. “These vul-
nerabilities are extremely dangerous
because they do not require that the victim
take any action to be exploited.” Malicious

code executed by hackers could take con-
trol of smartphones and plunder contents
without owners knowing.

Stagefright imperils some 95 percent, or
an estimated 950 million, of Android phones,
according to the security firm. Zimperium
said that it reported the problem to Google
and provided the California Internet firm
with patches to prevent breaches. “Google
acted promptly and applied the patches to
internal code branches within 48 hours, but
unfortunately that’s only the beginning of
what will be a very lengthy process of
update deployment,” Zimperium said.

It did not appear as though hackers had
taken advantage of the Stagefright vulnera-
bility, according to Zimperium. Updating
Android software powering mobile devices
is controlled by hardware makers and some-
times telecommunication service carriers,
not Google. While Apple controls the hard-
ware and software in iPhones, iPads, and
iPods powered by its mobile operating sys-
tem, Google makes Android available free to
device makers who customize the code and
update it as they see fit. More about Drake’s
research was to be disclosed at a Black Hat
computer security conference taking place
in Las Vegas early in August. —AFP 

Android flaw allows 

hackers in with text 

STANFORD: In this photo taken Tuesday,
July 7, 2015, Dr Michael V McConnell, a
cardiologist who’s using an app to study
heart disease, poses with his smart-
phone outside the Stanford Medical
School. — AP 


