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TOKYO: The firm of architects whose
design for Japan’s new Olympic stadium
was scrapped said the ballooning costs
that doomed their plan were due partly
to an uncompetitive selection of contrac-
tors and that warnings about this were
ignored.

UK-based Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA)
also said yesterday it had initially learned
that Japan was going “back to zero” on
the stadium plan through news reports,
and that it later received a “brief official
notice” from the Japan Sport Council
(JSC), which owns and runs the stadium,
of the decision.

Costs for the New National Stadium,
set to be the centrepiece of the 2020
Summer Olympics in Tokyo, soared to
$2.1 billion, nearly twice original esti-

mates, sparking widespread outrage that
prompted Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
decide nearly two weeks ago to abandon
the Zaha Hadid design. The company said
in a statement, however, that it had
worked to reduce cost estimates after its
design was selected in an international
competition in 2012 and had been
approved by the JSC.

It said sharp rises in construction costs
in Japan, the need to have the stadium
completed by a fixed date and the use of
a two-stage tender process, in which the
contractor was named before any invita-
tion to submit cost estimates and without
any international competition, helped
inflate costs.

“Our warning was not heeded that
selecting contractors too early in a heat-

ed construction market and without suffi-
cient competition would lead to an overly
high estimate of the cost of construction,”
the statement added. 

Officials at the JSC were not immedi-
ately able to comment. The decision to
abandon the design for the stadium also
meant that key matches in the 2019 rug-
by World Cup are without a home, dam-
aging Japan’s reputation for organisation-
al prowess, especially in the sporting
world. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN
Japanese officials have said the origi-

nal design for the stadium, which will
host the opening and closing ceremonies
at the 2020 Summer Games, helped
Tokyo win the right to host the Olympics

in 2013. But the futuristic design, derided
as a bicycle helmet, its vast scale and the
two massive arches running the full
length of the structure were blamed for
the soaring costs, sparking a backlash
that threatened to become a political
burden for Abe at a delicate time when
he was passing other key policies. The
architects said that going back to the
drawing board and holding a new design
competition, as Japan has said it will do,
will not help the fundamental problems
and may even worsen things. “Due to the
rising cost of building in Tokyo, further
delays and a rushed design process, led
by a construction contractor, risk produc-
ing a lower standard National Stadium
with limited future usage,” the statement
said, adding that the company has

offered its services to Japan as it reviews
plans. Japan’s Olympics Minister said last
week that nothing has been decided
about what they want in the new stadi-
um, including its cost. The government
says construction is set to begin early
next year and finish in 2020.

In the latest in a series of woes to hit
the stadium, the Education and Sports
Ministry said on Tuesday the official
tasked with overseeing construction of
the stadium is set to resign in what
Education and Sports Minister Hakubun
Shimomura called a standard personnel
reshuffle. Japan has already paid out
around 5.9 billion yen ($47.62 million) to
Hadid, other architects and construction
firms, media reports say, with little of that
money likely to be recovered.—Reuters

Warnings on stadium cost rises were ignored —designers

Katie Ledecky

KAZAN: USA Swimming was rubbing its hands
with glee when it announced a squad packed
full of gold medal winners and record breakers
for the 2015 world championships, but that was
a year ago and the team that lands in Kazan may
need time to fire on all cylinders.

Twelve months can be an eternity in the pool
and while Katie Ledecky and Ryan Lochte take
huge reputations to Russia, the form they were
in then and where they are now are likely to be
poles apart.

Normally US teams arrive at major global
meets battle hardened and razor sharp from do-
or-die qualifying events but for Kazan, a group
picked from results at last year’s national and
Pan Pacific championships has left swimmers
idling. “It is going to be a big challenge for this
group, we don’t come off a selection meet,”
men’s head coach Dave Durden said.

“This team has been 12 months in the mak-
ing, so we kind of lose a little bit of the momen-
tum that you have from the trials heading into a

championship format. “We’re going to have to
generate that, we’re kind of starting dead in the
water.” There may be some uncertainty about
what to expect from the 47-strong squad but
even so, the United States is still expected to
take home a lion’s share of the medals.

The Kazan championships will also provide a
valuable litmus test for a team heading to Russia
without talisman Michael Phelps, banned by US
Swimming from competing at the world’s after
being convicted of a drink driving offence late
last year. Natalie Coughlin, who shares the dis-
tinction of being the most decorated American
women’s Olympic swimmer of all time, will also
be a spectator, having failed to earn a spot on
the team.

Even with those notable absentees, the US
squad does not lack for depth or quality, with
the record-smashing Ledecky and Missy Franklin
spearheading the women’s effort, while Lochte
will be eager to prove that last year’s woes are
behind him. Winner of 11 Olympic medals,

Lochte heads to Kazan coming off what he
described as the worst season of his swimming
career and will compete in just two individual
events, the 200 metres individual medley and
200m freestyle.

“I had a really bad year last year, it was proba-
bly my worst in swimming but that was my
fault,” he said during a pre-championship tele-
conference.

“I should have taken care of myself outside
the pool but that year happened. I’m throwing
that year out now this year has been a lot better.”

Only 18 and the world’s most dominant
swimmer, Ledecky will be much busier in Russia,
competing in four individual freestyle events as
she defends world titles in the 400m, 800m and
1500m, and adds the 200m free to her program.

Franklin, winner of six gold medals at the
2013 Barcelona world championships, will have
another full program in Kazan, racing in the
100m and 200m freestyle as well as the 100m
and 200m backstroke and three relays.—Reuters

‘Dead in water’ US team 

expects slow start in KazanMUMBAI:  Indian sprinter Dutee Chand
feels her life is back on track after being
cleared to race following the Court of
Arbitration for Sport’s (CAS) ruling on
gender testing guidelines.

The Lausanne-based court suspend-
ed the governing International
Association of Athletics Federations’
(IAAF) regulations regarding hyperan-
drogenism, a condition which produces
high testosterone levels, for two years.

Monday’s ruling cleared the way for
the 19-year-old to compete again in
both domestic and international events
after she was forced to sit out for about a
year.

“When I heard that CAS had allowed
me to participate again in international
meets, I  felt l ike I  got my life back,”
Chand, the under-18 national champion
over 100 metres, told the Indian Express
newspaper. “Over the past year I was fac-
ing an uncertain future. Running is all I
know and it is what I love the most. “Till
the verdict was pronounced I did not
know what the future held in store. This
is the happiest day of my life.”

The daughter of a weaver couple
from the eastern Indian state of Orissa,
Chand was dropped from India’s contin-
gent for the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games and the Asian Games in Incheon
after her naturally-occurring testos-
terone levels were found in breach of
the IAAF’s guidelines.

She was advised to have surgery and

get medication but instead decided to
challenge the guidelines at CAS, who
asked the IAAF to present scientific evi-
dence proving enhanced testosterone
levels improved performance in hyper-
androgenic athletes.

“In the absence of such evidence, the
CAS Panel was unable to conclude that
hyperandrogenic female athletes may
benefit from such a significant perform-
ance advantage that it is necessary to
exclude them from competing in the
female category,” CAS said in a state-
ment.

“Should the IAAF not file any scientific
evidence within the two-year period
granted by the CAS Panel,  the
Hyperandrogenism Regulations will be
declared void.”

Chand said her training had been
severely hampered due to the situation
but had set qualification for next year’s
Rio Olympics as her target.

The IAAF defended its regulations,
saying they were framed after lengthy
consultations with experts in conjunc-
tion with the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

“The IAAF will now meet as soon as
possible with its experts, and with the
IOC and its experts, to discuss how best
to address this interim ruling by the
CAS,” the body said in a statement. “The
IAAF will make no further comments on
this subject until those discussions are
concluded.” —Reuters

Indian Chand cleared to 

compete after CAS ruling 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
issued a statement in which it rejected
the complaint of Kuwait Olympic
Committee to stop Kuwait’s sports activ-
ities.

The statement said that the KSSC
Board of Directors discussed the letter
received from the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) on June 22, 2015,
based on a complaint from Kuwait
Olympic Committee (KOC), which aims
to ask international associations to stop
Kuwait’s international sports participa-
tion. The statement said “we were dis-
turbed by continued attempts to control
Kuwait ’s sports movement, and the
damage all sports authorities are suffer-
ing based on complaints issued in
Kuwait to the (IOC) and international
associations, without justification and in
violation of Kuwait and international
laws.

The statement continued “the letter
received from the IOC has a clear threat
to stop Kuwait international sports activ-
ities and deprive Kuwait athletes from
representing their country under the
Kuwaiti flag as previously in 2010, when
athletes were forced to represent Kuwait
under the Olympic flag, and Kuwait
National Anthem was not played when
Kuwaiti shooters won the medals during

the Asian Games in China.” 
The statement said “if it was not for

the intervention of HH the Amir, we
would not have been able to make
Olympic achievement in London 2012,
and the raising of Kuwait flag at the
games.”

The statement added “As Kuwait
Shooting Federation and Shooting Club
confirm that it respects all legislations
issued by the state and carry the signa-
ture of HH the Amir, it also respects the
right of concerned authorities to legal
and financial supervision according to
the laws that were issued lately, which
agree with the Olympic charter, as the
state’s concerned authorities are provid-
ing all forms of support, particularly
financially, which means that Kuwait
sports relies totally on budgets provided
by the state, and it is known that all
sports bodies do not receive financial
support from KOC or IOC, KSSF and KSSC
confirm that they were no illegal inter-
ventions by state authorities, and hope
that we do not face suspensions oor
sanctions that destroy what has been
achieved during efforts spanning
decades in order to raise the flag of
Kuwait and make the technical and
administrative achievements at the
international and Olympic levels.

KSSC rejects KOC complaint

TORONTO: Basking in the glow of a hugely suc-
cessful Pan American Games Toronto mayor
John Tory was looking at an Olympic bid in a
more sobering light on Monday as Boston
pulled out of the 2024 Summer Games race.

Emboldened by a Pan Am experience that
won rave reviews, Canadian Olympic Committee
(COC) president Marcel Aubut used a closing
news conference to officially kick off a campaign
to convince Canada’s largest city to bid for the
2024 Summer Olympics.

That enthusiasm was tempered on Monday
with news that Boston was ending its candidacy
for the 2024 Olympics, putting a spotlight on the
many challenges and pitfalls that await any city
looking to land the world’s biggest sporting
extravaganza.

The US Olympic Committee rescinded
Boston’s bid after the city’s mayor said taxpayers
could not afford to host the large-scale event.

The move was met with relief by
Massachusetts officials, who had faced an active
opposition campaign that fought the idea of
hosting the Games, forecast to cost more than
$8.6 billion.

Tory has seemed intrigued about the
prospect of a 2024 bid but has not yet commit-
ted to throwing the city’s hat into a crowded
ring that already includes Paris, Rome, Budapest
and Hamburg, Germany. “They say you shouldn’t
go shopping when you are hungry,” a cautious
Tory told Reuters in a phone interview. “I think
these kind of big decisions have to be made, not
on emotion but based on sensible, rational, fact-
based discussion and consultation.

“We can be very enthusiastic and positive
about of what I think were a very successful first
part of these two sets of Games, but that enthu-
siasm alone is not the sole basis upon which you
should be making a big important decision.”

For 16 days, Toronto got a taste of the
Olympic experience and ate it up with gusto, fill-
ing stadiums and arenas, eager to be part of the
Pan Am excitement.

More than one million tickets were sold as
Canadian athletes gave locals plenty of reason to

come out and cheer as the team won a record 78
gold and 217 medals overall.

But the Pan Am Games’ $1.4 billion price tag
is a fraction of what it would cost to host an
Olympics, and Canadians are well aware of the
financial risks, Montreal needing decades to pay
down the $1.5 bill ion debt from the 1976
Summer Games.

Toronto has failed in two bids for the Summer
Olympics losing to Atlanta in 1996 and Beijing in
2008 and last year a Toronto economic develop-
ment committee unanimously rejected the idea
of another Olympic bid. With a Sept. 15 deadline
looming for cities to submit a letter of intent to
the International Olympic Committee, time is
short but Tory says the city will not be rushed.

The mayor said he would wait until the Aug.

7-15 ParaPan Games are completed, before he
dives into planning for an Olympic bid that
would require widespread support from all three
levels of government: Toronto city council,
provincial and federal governments which will
have to provide financial guarantees. “There are
a lot of people to consult,” Tory said.

“It is fine that my signature has to appear at
the bottom together with Aubut’s, but obviously
the partnership with the other governments is
crucial.

“The members of city council are people
that obviously have something to say about
this. Then there are the other people, the busi-
ness community, the labor movement, the
sports community who you would want to
hear from.” —Reuters

Boston flop a sobering reminder to Toronto

LOS ANGELES: In this July 28, 1984, file photo, the Olympic flame is flanked by a scoreboard
signifying the formal opening of the XXIII Olympiad after it was lit by Rafer Johnson during the
opening ceremonies in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. Embarrassing as it was, the US
Olympic Committee won’t necessarily be remembered for its ungainly dumping of Boston as a
bid city for the 2024 Olympics.—APDutee Chand


