
JUPITER: People gather during a candlelight vigil and paper balloon release at
Jupiter Inlet Park, Monday, for teenagers Austin Stephanos and Perry Cohen in
Jupiter, Fla. The teens were last seen Friday afternoon buying fuel near Jupiter and
were believed to have been heading toward the Bahamas. — AP
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WASHINGTON:  A lot of Republicans would
like Donald Trump to go away. But not too far.

The prospect that Trump might eventually
leave the Republican primaries and run for
president on his own has started to cast a
shadow on the race, reviving memories of
Ross Perot, Ralph Nader and the chills their
third-party campaigns gave to Republicans
and Democrats in turn. To Republican pollster
Frank Luntz, a third-party Trump campaign
would mean, quite simply, “President Hillary
Clinton.” Democratic strategist Maria Cardona,
who is close to the Clinton campaign, agrees:
“He’s the greatest gift we have.”

Not all Republicans foresee the apoca-
lypse if Trump goes rogue. But they’re worried
just the same. The party’s best bet may be to
see him ground down in the Republican con-
test with the hope his supporters will disperse
to others in the field. Trump calls an inde-
pendent run “highly unlikely” but says it
depends on “how well I’m treated” by party
leaders. Here are five things to consider as
Trump refuses to rule out a third-party effort.

WHERE DOES HE STAND?
Polls this soon in the contest can be good

at finding flavor-of-the-month favorites, not
at judging who’s got staying power. The
almost universal expectation is that Trump
will sink from his lofty poll heights as first-

blush sensations have done in the past: for-
mer US Rep. Michele Bachmann and former
Texas Gov. Rick Perry to name just two.

Yet the polls this time are more than fin-
gers in a fickle wind. They determine the 10,
out of 16 candidates, who will take part in the
first Republican presidential debate on Aug.
6. Trump is surely in. As a billionaire who is
paying for his campaign and not beholden to
donors, Trump is also uniquely positioned to
control his own staying power. He appears to
have the money to take his campaign
through the primaries no matter how he per-
forms in early contests - or to mount a hugely
expensive third-party effort instead. On this
question, exasperation with Trump is palpa-
ble among some activists on the ground. 

Former Iowa Republican Chairman Matt
Strawn says: “It is a fool’s errand to try and pre-
dict Mr Trump’s  behavior. That being said, Mr.
Trump needs to be honest with Iowans, Iowa
Republicans - if he is seeking the nomination
exclusively as a Republican or if he’ll take his
ball and go home if Iowa Republicans decide
on someone else.”

HOW REPUBLICAN IS TRUMP, REALLY?
Very Republican on tax cuts and various

other economic policies; not so Republican
on health care, some social issues and more.

He once favored a single-payer health

care system, a big step beyond President
Barack Obama’s health care law and one that
put him in the company of Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders, the democratic socialist chal-
lenging Clinton from the left for the
Democratic nomination. He’s likewise critical
of free-trade agreements. Perhaps more on
point, Trump has donated heavily to both
parties over the years. Records show he has
only given money to Republicans since 2010.
Before that, one of the preferred candidates
for his largesse was Hillary Rodham Clinton,
who came to Trump’s third wedding in 2005.
(Trump now calls her the worst secretary of
state ever.)

Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus told NBC’s “Today”
show on Monday that he doesn’t see a Trump
third-party effort happening. Longtime
Republican donor Fred Malek bets Trump is
Republican enough not to want to risk tip-
ping the election to Clinton. Others aren’t
convinced.

THE PEROT-NADER EFFECT
The odds are heavily stacked against an

independent candidate becoming president.
But those who try can change the dynamic of
a race - and history. In the incredibly close
2000 election, Nader won less than 3 percent
of the popular vote and no states. But the lib-

eral is widely considered to have tipped
Florida and perhaps New Hampshire to
Republican George W. Bush. Either state
would have given Democrat Al Gore the pres-
idency. Bush was affirmed the winner in
Florida by 537 votes. More than 22,000
Floridians voted for Nader and exit polls indi-
cated 47 percent would have voted for Gore
and only 21 percent for Bush if Nader had not
been a choice.

In 1992, Perot spent about $64 million of
his fortune to get his name on ballots across
the country, a struggle for anyone outside the
two-party system. He won an impressive 19
percent of the popular vote, though no states,
as Democrat Bill Clinton defeated the incum-
bent President George H.W. Bush.

Perot drew support from both parties
and from people who might not have voted
normally.  There is no consensus that he cost
Bush the election. But many Republicans
believe Bush suffered from Perot’s participa-
tion. Republican pollster Kellyanne Conway
says if Trump runs on his own, “no one’s vot-
ers are completely safe” because he could
tap into anti-establishment sentiment in
both parties. But Democratic strategist
Cardona argues that if Trump runs inde-
pendently: “I think right then and there we
can celebrate that Hillary Clinton will be the
next president.”

WHAT’S IT TAKE?
It takes a lot of money to make a conse-

quential independent run for the White
House. Trump seems to have it, although the
extent of his fortune is not public and it’s not
known how much he would be willing to
spend. Malek estimates the cost of a serious
third-party campaign at $500 million and
doubts Trump would plow that much into an
outside effort. “He’s a businessman who will
look at his potential for winning and decide it
will be a poor return on his investment,” Malek
predicted.

Luntz puts the cost at $200 million.
“Trump can write that check today without
going around raising money. What’s more,
the fact that he’s not bankrolled by special
interests and lobbyists is a very powerful mes-
sage in today’s environment.”

WHAT DOES TRUMP SAY?
“No. I won’t go on record as saying that.”

July 18, on whether he would rule out a third-
party bid.

“Absolutely, if they’re not fair, that would
be a factor.” July 22, telling The Hill newspaper
an outside bid is an option if the party mis-
treats him. “I want to run as a Republican. I
think I’ll get the nomination.” July 23. “It’s
highly unlikely” he’ll run on his own, depends
on “how well I’m treated.” July 25. — AP

5 things to consider as Trump dangles third party prospect

PLATTSBURGH: A US prison worker pleaded
guilty yesterday to smuggling hacksaw blades in
frozen hamburger meat to two killers who later
broke out in a brazen, elaborate escape that cap-
tured the world’s attention for more than two
weeks. Joyce Mitchell, a tailor shop instructor at
Clinton Correctional Facility in northern New
York state, was jailed shortly after the elaborately
staged June 6 escape of Richard Matt and David
Sweat.  Matt was shot and killed by searchers
June 26, about 30 miles west of the prison; Sweat
was captured near the Canadian border two days
later and sent to another prison.

Mitchell, 51, faces a sentence of 2 1/3 years to
7 years in prison under terms of a plea deal with
prosecutors.  A sentencing date was not
announced. Her lawyer said his client won’t be
able to post the bail set by the judge at $100,000
cash or $200,000 bond.

Mitchell was suspended without pay from her
job when she was arrested June 12.

She admitted providing hacksaw blades, chis-
els, a punch tool and a screwdriver to Matt. 

Authorities say she became close to the pair,
agreed to be their getaway driver and even dis-
cussed killing her husband. But she backed out
at the last moment, forcing Matt and Sweat to
flee on foot after they emerged from a manhole
near the maximum-security prison.

Investigators also said Mitchell had discussed
killing her husband, Lyle Mitchell, as part of the
plot. Lyle Mitchell was in court yesterday and
declined to speak with an Associated Press
reporter afterward. Authorities said she smug-
gled the hacksaw blades and other tools into the
prison by hiding them in frozen meat she placed
in a refrigerator in the tailor shop. They said a
corrections officer then took the meat to Sweat
and Matt, who were housed in a section where
inmates are allowed to cook their meals.

Authorities do not believe the officer knew of
the escape plan. He was released on bail after
being arrested on charges including promoting
prison contraband.

Investigators do not think knowledge of the

plot went beyond Matt, Sweat and Mitchell.
Authorities say Matt and Sweat cut through

their adjoining cell walls over months, climbed
down catwalks to tunnels, broke through a brick
wall, cut into and out of a steam pipe and cut a
chain holding a manhole cover outside the

prison to get away. Sweat, 35, was serving a life
sentence without parole in the killing of a sher-
iff ’s deputy. Matt, who turned 49 on Thursday,
was doing 25 years to life in the kidnapping,
torture and hacksaw dismemberment of his
former boss. —AP

US prison worker pleads 

guilty in killers’ escape
Mitchel discussed killing her husband

JUPITER:  Rescuers endured a fourth night of an
anxious search for two young Floridians born and
bred as boaters who went missing on the high
seas. The Coast Guard scoured an area the size of
West Virginia with no sign of the boaters by early
Tuesday. The 14-year-old boys’ vessel was found
capsized two days earlier. But relatives and friends
of the teens were clinging to hope that the
expertise they acquired boating and fishing in
their short lives was enough to keep them alive
while apparently lost in the Atlantic.

“This isn’t something that he’s new at,” said
Carly Black, the mother of Austin Stephanos, in an
interview with television station WPBF. “I think
they feel better on the boat than they do on land.”

The mother said she wouldn’t even “bat an
eye” about the boys’ ability to survive at sea.

Nick Korniloff, stepfather of the other teen,
Perry Cohen, said the boys had been “raised on
the water,” knew how to navigate safely, and were
more passionate about the sea than anything
else. “If you put two pretty girls in front of them
and two fishing rods, they’d grab the fishing rods
first,” the stepfather said.

The ordeal began as a teenage summer
adventure: The boys were last seen Friday after-
noon buying $110 worth of fuel near Jupiter and
were believed to have been heading toward the
Bahamas. Thunderstorms and heavy rains were
forecast in the Jupiter area later Friday afternoon.
However, Coast Guard Capt. Mark Fedor called it
“typical South Florida weather” that didn’t provide
an immediate answer to what happened to the
teens. The Coast Guard was alerted at 5 p.m. that

the boys were overdue, and the search began.
The 19-foot boat was found Sunday, capsized, off
Ponce Inlet, more than 180 miles north of where
the boys started their journey. The search has con-
tinued, day and night, with areas of concentration
moving based on the Gulf Stream and ocean con-
ditions. Coast Guard officials have most recently
been focusing on waters off northeast Florida and
said they had no intention of quitting yet.

Need everyone’s help
“Our intentions are to continue to search

aggressively,” Fedor said Monday evening, adding
that the decision is being reevaluated daily. Earlier
Monday, Coast Guard Petty Officer Steve
Lehmann said the search was going on under “the
highest level of optimism.” He declined to say how
long it would continue. Searchers were using heli-
copter, boat and airplane, and local authorities
and the USS Carney also joined the efforts to
locate the boys. “We need every clue and we need
everyone’s help,” Korniloff said. The teens’ families
pledged a $100,000 reward in the search and a
famous neighbor - NFL Hall of Famer Joe Namath
- promised to continue searching local beaches in
hopes of finding clues.

“It’s a lot of water out there,” Namath said. “We
just keep on looking till we get an answer.”

Though the boys’ boat was overturned it did
not appear damaged. No foul play was suspected.
One life jacket was found near the boat, though it
was unclear how many life jackets had been on
board. Water temperatures were warm and not
cited as a factor in the boys’ survival. — AP

Few clues emerge on

fate of missing teens

FRESNO: California has seen more wild-
fires so far this year, but the acreage
burned is smaller thanks to favorable
weather and more firefighters who can
quickly be dispatched to corral flames,
fire officials say. Since Jan. 1, about 5,200
fires have burned on state and federal
lands, according to the US Forest Service.
That’s 10 percent more than last year, but
the 74,000 acres is 6 percent smaller.
Spurts of unseasonably rainy weather
combined with the availability of hun-
dreds of additional firefighters paid for
with emergency drought funding have
made a big difference, California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection spokesman Daniel Berlant
said Monday.

“We’ve had more firefighters early,” he
said. “That’s allowed us to be more
aggressive.” Cal Fire oversees state land
and private property between forests
and cities, while the Forest Service is
responsible for 21 million acres in 18
national forests. So far this year, state fire-
fighters have responded to nearly 3,900
blazes - a 41 percent increase from the
same period last year, according to Cal
Fire. The fires have burned 28 percent
less area than last year.

Cal Fire’s map of fire activities showed
nine blazes across the state Monday. One
broke out Monday afternoon north of
Sacramento, forced residents from their
homes and destroyed power lines. It was
believed set, and an arrest was made,
said Michelle Eidam of the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District, who declined
to provide details. The fire burned 430
acres, but firefighters were making good
progress. Meantime, another wildfire was

threatening about 450 structures in the
tiny wooded communities of Bass Lake
and Cascadel Woods north of Fresno.
Residents were notified to prepare to
evacuate.

Elsewhere, campgrounds were evac-
uated and residents were put on alert as
a wildfire threatened hundreds of struc-
tures in Sierra National Forest. The fire
that broke out Saturday and chewed
through more than 2 square miles of dry
timber. The cause was under investiga-
tion. Firefighters were trying to take

advantage of mild weather before an
expected spike in temperatures to triple
digits later in the week, said fire
spokesman Raj Singh, a spokesman for
the South Central Sierra Interagency
Incident Management Team.

“We’re trying to hit it hard today and
tonight,” Singh said. Four firefighters
were hurt Sunday while battling a blaze
that threatened 1,800 buildings in the
rugged Sierra Nevada foothills northeast
of Sacramento. One had serious, non-life
threatening injuries and remained hospi-

talized.  Scattered wet weather has been
the biggest factor helping firefighters
contain fires more quickly during the
fourth year of the drought, Berlant said.
However, those storms often have been
followed by hot, dry spells such as the
one expected later this week. The state
has increased its radio and television
campaigns, reminding campers of the
drought and high danger of fire in the
wilderness. People cause 95 percent of
fires, so getting the message out is
important, Berlant said.— AP

SIERRA: Two fire fighting helicopters pass near each other over Willow Creek Canyon as a wildfire continues
burning in the Sierra near Bass Lake, Calif., Monday, July 27, 2015. More wildfires have torn across
California so far this year compared with the same period of 2014, but firefighters said Monday that efforts
to confine and extinguish the latest blazes have been more successful than in the past. — AP

Number of wildfires 

in California up

PLATTSBURG: In this June 15, 2015, file photo, Joyce Mitchell appears before Judge Mark
Rogers in Plattsburgh, NY, City Court for a hearing. The New York prison worker accused of
smuggling hacksaw blades in frozen hamburger meat to two killers who later broke out and
spent more than two weeks on the run will face charges in court and will be arraigned yester-
day. — AP

CHARLESTON: A man killed by an escort
he met online is being investigated for pos-
sible links to the unsolved disappearances
or slayings of women nationwide, authori-
ties said. Neal Falls, of Springfield, Oregon,
was carrying axes, a shovel and bleach
when he was killed July 18, and authorities
said Monday he had been stopped, inter-
viewed or investigated by police in at least
20 states. Police say Falls was fatally shot as
he attacked and choked the escor t  in
Charleston, West Virginia, and she grabbed
his handgun off the ground and fired it.

Police found axes, knives, handcuffs, a
shovel, bleach and other items in Falls’ car,
raising suspicions this wasn’t the first time he
had attacked a woman. “The fact that he was
45 years old and carrying tools like he was
and committing a crime that was so organ-
ized and so violent, it’s unlikely that this was
his first violent crime,” Charleston police Lt.
Steve Cooper said. Cooper said Falls had a list
of 10 other women in his pocket. Nine were
in West Virginia; one was in San Diego.
Similar to the Charleston woman, whom
police are calling Heather, all were escorts
active online, he said. They are all alive, he
said. Heather had a separated shoulder, bro-
ken vertebrae, strangulation marks around
her throat and other injuries, Cooper said. 

No history of major crimes in Falls’ record
has surfaced. However, police said records
show that authorities in states including

Arizona, Kentucky and Virginia had interac-
tions with Falls such as stopping him, run-
ning his license plate or checking his Social
Security number.

“We are sharing this information with
law enforcement across the country in
hopes that we may be able to help solve
cold cases or bring closure to some families
if Mr. Falls has been involved in anything
like this before,” Cooper said. Charleston
police have notif ied southern Nevada
authorities, who said they are investigating
Falls’ possible involvement in a series of
killings long believed to be connected.
Police have said Falls rented a room in the
Las Vegas suburb of Henderson when four
prostitutes went missing in the area. In
three cases, young women working as pros-
titutes went missing and were found dis-
membered on the side of a road.

Henderson police spokeswoman Michelle
French said they are checking into any possi-
ble Falls connection to the 2005 disappear-
ance of 21-year-old Lindsay Harris. She was
the subject of a massive search, and her fami-
ly from central New York helped comb the
desert area where her rental car was last seen
30 minutes from the Las Vegas Strip. The case
appeared on an episode of “America’s Most
Wanted.” Leg parts were identified as hers
through DNA testing three years after they
were found off Interstate 55 near Springfield,
Illinois, more than 1,600 miles away. — AP

Man killed by escort possibly

linked to missing women


