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BRUSSELS: NATO strongly backed Turkey’s fight
against Islamic State militants in Syria at emergency
talks yesterday but some countries expressed con-
cerns that strikes on Kurdish fighters could torpedo
peace talks with the rebels. The rare meeting held
at Turkey’s request came as an uncompromising
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he could not
continue negotiations with the Kurds amid attacks
on Turkish targets. Turkish jets later hit Kurdish mili-
tants in southeastern Turkey after the group fired
on security forces, the army said, stepping up a
campaign that Ankara has launched in parallel with
its strikes on IS, despite the Kurds’ bitter opposition
to the jihadists.

“All allies expressed their strong support for
Turkey and we all stand together in solidarity with
Turkey. We strongly condemn the terrorist attacks,”
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said after the meeting
of the alliance’s ambassadors in Brussels. Stoltenberg

said Turkey had not asked for military help-the
alliance’s only Muslim member has the second
largest armed forces in NATO after the United States-
and he welcomed its increased effort against IS.

Turkey requested the meeting of all 28 North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation nations after a devas-
tating suicide bombing blamed on IS militants in
the largely Kurdish border town of Suruc last week
in which 32 people were killed. The Kurds, however,
suspect the Turkish government of colluding with
IS-a charge Ankara categorically denies-and in the
Suruc aftermath the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK) claimed several deadly attacks against
police. Once-reluctant Ankara then launched
attacks against IS targets in Syria and Kurd posi-
tions in northern Iraq, despite the fact that Kurdish
forces have won some of the biggest military suc-
cesses against the jihadists. Turkey also agreed with
the United States to create an “IS-free zone” in

northern Syria and dropped its previous refusal to
let US aircraft use its Incirlik airbase to launch
attacks on the jihadists.

Erdogan says peace ‘impossible’ 
Erdogan-whose relations with his Western allies

have been bedevilled by human rights concerns-
insisted Ankara would press its attacks to the full
and said he considered peace talks with the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) dead in the
water. “It is not possible to carry on the (peace)
process with those who target our national unity
and brotherhood,” Erdogan told reporters before
leaving on a visit to China.

“Any step back is out of the question.” Erdogan
added that a safe zone would help the return of 1.7
million Syrian refugees in Turkey. The violence con-
tinued yesterday, with a Turkish army sergeant shot
dead by a Kurdish militant near the Iraqi border, the

army said. Two Turkish F-16 jets later made “direct
hits” on PKK targets in a mountainous region bor-
dering Iraq, the army said.

The air strikes are believed to the first on
Kurdish militants inside Turkey since a 2011
botched raid by F-16 jets that killed 34 civilians,
mainly cigarette smugglers. Ankara, which along
with its Western allies officially considers the PKK a
terrorist organisation, launched peace negotiations
with the group’s jailed leader Abdullah Ocalan in
late 2012 and agreed a truce.

The sudden change of course in recent days has
raised questions in Western capitals over whether
Ankara, fearful of seeing a Kurdish state emerge on
its southern border, is more interested in limiting
Kurdish capabilities than in tackling IS. German
Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen said
Tuesday she had told her Turkish counterpart that
Berlin backed Ankara in the fight against IS but had

“concerns over the intervention against the PKK.” “I
said forcefully that in any peace process there had
to be restraint, and that the peace process with the
Kurds in Turkey should not be disturbed nor aban-
doned,” von der Leyen said during a trip to Mali.
The Netherlands ambassador to NATO, Marjanne
de Kwaasteniet, said “reconciliation should contin-
ue” between Turkey and the PKK.

The European Commission said its president
Jean-Claude Juncker meanwhile called Turkish
Premier Ahmet Davutoglu at the weekend to
back “robust action against IS”, but that he
“stressed the need for proportionality in all
actions against the PKK.” Around 30 Kurdish rep-
resentatives rallied outside the European
Parliament in Brussels as the NATO talks were tak-
ing place. “Turkey is not waging war against IS but
against the Kurdish people,” said Zubeyir Aydar of
the Kurdish National Congress. — AFP

NATO vows solidarity with Turkey over IS
Turkish planes strike Kurdish militants 

BRUSSELS: Demonstrators shout slogans while holding pictures of victims of a suicide bombing in the Turkish southeastern town of Suruc last week during a protest in Brussels yesterday. NATO gave its strong
backing to Turkey’s fight against “terrorism” at an emergency meeting called to discuss Ankara’s strikes against Islamic State fighters and Kurdish rebels. The talks in Brussels came as President Tayyip Erdogan
insisted that Turkey would press on with the dual offensive against two mutually hostile groups despite questions about his country’s motives. — AFP

TRIPOLI: A Libyan court yesterday sentenced
Muammar Gaddafi’s most prominent son, Saif
al-Islam, and eight others to death over war
crimes including killings of protesters during
the 2011 revolution that ended his father’s rule.

The former Gaddafi regime officials sen-
tenced to die by firing squad included former
intelligence chief Abdullah al-Senussi and ex-
prime minister Baghdadi al-Mahmoudi, Sadiq
al-Sur, chief investigator at the Tripoli state pros-
ecutor’s office, told a televised news conference
in the capital.  The trial process and outcome
drew condemnation abroad, with Human
Rights Watch and a prominent international
lawyer saying it was riddled with legal flaws
and carried out amid widespread lawlessness
undermining the credibility of the judiciary.
Eight ex-officials received life sentences and
seven jail terms of 12 years each, Sadiq said.
Four of the 37 defendants were acquitted, oth-
ers got shorter jail terms.  Muammar Gaddafi
himself was killed by rebel forces after being
captured following months on the run.  Sadiq
did not spell out the charges on which the ver-
dict was based, saying this should await the
expected written ruling.  Defendants had been
accused of a range of offences including war
crimes and crimes against humanity involving
the use of deadly force to suppress demonstra-
tions, as well as corruption.  The verdict on Saif
al-Islam was passed in absentia since he has
been held since 2011 by a former rebel group in

Zintan, a mountainous western region beyond
central government control.  Internal armed
conflict has split Libya into factional fiefdoms.  

Dressed in blue prison uniforms and seated
in a black cage, 29 of the defendants including
Senussi and Mahmoudi were present for yester-
day’s verdict. One of them began shouting after
the ruling was read out before being led away.
Other defendants were being held in Misrata, a
western city loyal to the current authorities in
Tripoli.  Saif appeared by video link only at the
start of the trial.  The Zintanis have refused to
hand him over, saying they do not trust authori-
ties in Tripoli to make sure he does not escape,
but agreed to let him be tried there. The sen-
tences can be appealed and must be confirmed
by Libya’s Supreme Court, but legal experts and
rights advocates said the proceeding was taint-
ed and politicised from the start.

Justice under fire in Libya
New York-based Human Rights Watch

(HRW) said defence lawyers lacked full and
timely access to case files and several had been
unable to meet with clients in private while two
had quit after receiving threats. “There are seri-
ous questions about whether judges and pros-
ecutors can be truly independent where utter
lawlessness prevails and certain groups are
unashamedly shielded from justice,” Joe Stork,
HRW’s deputy Middle East and North Africa
director, said in an emailed statement.

“This trial was held in the midst of an armed
conflict and a country divided by war where
impunity has become the norm ...  The victims
of the serious crimes committed during the
2011 uprising deserve justice, but that can only
be delivered through fair and transparent pro-
ceedings,” Stork said.  The International Criminal
Court (ICC) had wanted to try Saif al-Islam and
Senussi in The Hague but in 2013 granted Libya
the right to do so at home despite doubts
about the impartiality and competence of its
judicial system.

John Jones, a British lawyer hired to repre-
sent Saif al-Islam before the ICC, said a “show tri-
al” led to the death sentences. “The whole thing
is illegitimate from start to finish ... It’s judicially
sanctioned execution,” Jones said.  The ICC does
not allow the death penalty.  The trial began in
April 2014 before fighting between rival fac-
tions in Tripoli erupted, and the power struggle
has loomed large in the unravelling of state
authority around the vast, oil-producing North
African country. Tripoli is now controlled by a
self-declared government set up after an armed
faction called Libya Dawn seized the capital in
August, expelling the internationally recog-
nised government, which then decamped to far
eastern Libya.  Fighting involving remnants of
the armed forces, ex-rebel groups, regional
tribes and Islamist militants has sewn chaos in
Libya and thwarted any post-Gaddafi transition
toward democracy. — Reuters

ZINTAN: In this Saturday, Nov. 19, 2011 file photo, Seif al-Islam is seen after his capture in the cus-
tody of revolutionary fighters in Zintan. A court in the Libyan capital has sentenced Seif al-Islam to
death over killings during the country’s 2011 uprising. The Tripoli court handed down the sentence
yesterday for Seif al-Islam, who is currently being held by a militia that refuses to hand him over to
the central government. The court sentenced eight others to death as well, including former Libyan
spy chief Abdullah al-Senoussi.  — AP
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