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Violating shops
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Yusuf Al-Ali
has issued a ministerial decree for closing some shops for
violating trade and consumer protection laws and provi-
sions. In a press statement, Assistant Undersecretary for
Commercial Supervision and Consumer Protection
Department Abdullah Al-Enezi said the shops violations
included fraud, changing country of origin labels, selling
inedible goods, marketing through random phone calls
and conducting raffles without the Ministry’s prior
approval, and displaying women clothes with “indecent
pictures.” Enezi underlined that the ministry would con-
tinue crackdown and inspection campaigns on shops to
check their abidance by the relevant laws. He vowed that
the ministry would do all in power to protect consumers
and to bring to justice greedy traders who fraud for risk
the health of their clients. 
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KISR finishes nano-battery
prototype for medical usage 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) fin-
ished yesterday a prototype for a nano-battery that is
being developed for medical usage. A statement by KISR
said that the project took two years to complete, adding
that the institute collaborated with Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) on the nano-battery. The prototype
will be subjected to experiments and trials before approv-
ing the final product, said KISR, noting that the nano-bat-
tery would help provide sufficient energy for medical tools
and small robots used in cancer cell treatment. 

Environmental violations 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Environment Protection Society (KEPS) and
the Interior Ministry’s Environmental Police will coordinate on
monitoring violations against the environment in Kuwait, said
a statement yesterday. KEPS’s Secretary General Wejdan Al-
Eqab said that she had met with the head of the environmen-
tal police Lieutenant General Hussein Al-Ajmi, discussing with
him the society’s initiative to report violations to the police.
She added that KEPS proposed a measure to categories envi-
ronmental violations and ways to report the issue to the envi-
ronmental police. The Interior Ministry established the envi-
ronmental police unit which came to implement the 42/2014
legislation on protecting the environment. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Faisal Al-Shaye denied rumors
that he intervened with Communications
Minister Essa Al-Kandari on behalf of the
pilot who appeared with a woman inside
the cockpit of a Kuwait Airways (KAC)
plane.

“I deny that I have made any contacts or
wasta (favor) for [the pilot] or others with
the communications minister, and I do not
know the pilot, and there are no pilots
coming to my diwaniya, and I do not make
wasta for any violation,” he said in a state-
ment.

Quran Authority 
MP Saleh Ashour spoke once again

about his proposal to cancel the Holy
Quran Printing Authority following protests
against it.  He said that “based on the
inquiries of some people about the propos-
al to cancel the Holy Quran Printing
Authority, we explain the following:

First: There is a complete sector con-
cerned with the Holy Quran affairs at Awqaf
Ministry, headed by an assistant undersec-
retary, who is doing a good job, and there
is a clash of authorities between the sector
and authority and it is necessary to cancel
one of them.

Second: Awqaf Ministry and Audit
Bureau reports, as well as the budgets com-
mittee reports at the assembly, indicate
clear corruption and violation of public

funds at the Holy Quran Authority.
Third: All Awqaf ministers, starting with

Muosherji  until  the current minister,
formed investigation committees at the
authority because of repeated violations.
Officials of the authority were sent to pub-
lic prosecution for many financial and
administrative violations.

Fifth: The Holy Quran Authority did
everything except print the Holy Quran:
not even one copy, according to reports,
since it was established.” MP Ashour noted
that there are many reasons that should
not be said and those who care about pub-
lic funds should refer to reports to find out
more.

Education committee
The education committee at the

National Assembly will hold its meeting
today to discuss the mechanism of its work
as the assembly authorized it to investigate
scholarships and appointments at Kuwait
University and Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET).

Stray dogs 
Ministry of Electricity and Water

Assistant Undersecretary for operating and
maintaining power stations, Fuad Al-Oun,
said coordination continues with the
Agriculture Authority to fight stray dogs,
particularly in remote stations, where large
numbers of them are found. It was noted
the dogs are a threat on workers there.

MP Shaye denies intervening

for disgraced KAC pilot

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Human Rights Society (KHRS) renewed
its demands for the United States government to
release Kuwaiti Guantanamo detainee Fayez Al-Kandari,
who is being confined there since 2002, without any
justification and without trial or charges. The society
noted that he was put under trial last Monday, 13 years
after his arrest, which contradicts the Declaration of
Human Rights which organizes trials and arrests.

The five articles of the International Human Rights
Declaration says that any human being should not be
exposed to torture or mistreatment; Article 9 states that
no one is to be arrested maliciously, while Article 10
states that each man has the right to be treated equally
like others; and that Kandari’s case be looked into by an
independent court openly and justly to decide his
rights and duties and any criminal charges he should
face. The society asked all international, regional and
national bodies concerned with human rights to shoul-
der their historic responsibility and to confront such vio-
lations that compromise the entire human rights.
Likewise, it appealed to Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry to
continue its efforts and pressure the US government to
release Kandari following the release of Fawzi Al-Ouda.

Ex-MP’s controversial tweet
Former MP Waleed Al-Tabtabae said in a post on

Twitter that the absolute majority of people in Kuwait
support the Syrian revolution. Tabtabae added that he
and the government support the revolution and the
free army against the regime of Bashar Al-Assad, noting
“whoever does not like that, can go and pave the bot-
tom of the sea.” - using an informal saying commonly
used in heated arguments.

Containers confiscated
Customs officers, in coordination with the Health

Ministry, confiscated three medicine containers that
had unmatched documents. The containers contained
medicine, cosmetics and creams; while bad storage and
unrefrigerated containers were noticed. 

KUWAIT: Young divers prepare ships that will take part in the 27th annual Pearl Diving Trip to be organized between August 6 and August 13,
2015. The divers lace ships with oil then paint the bottom with a substance that keeps water from leaking into the ship, in an event called the
‘Habab and Shouna.’ — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

DOHA: The Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCC) may witness the advent of value-
added tax (VAT) in the next two to three
years with its impact likely on the end-con-
sumers but the levy may not be a “deter-
rent” for businesses, according to Ernst and
Young (EY), a multinational professional
services firm.

Highlighting that the VAT regime is cur-
rently under consideration in Egypt and
the GCC, Finbarr Sexton, EY Mena (Middle
East and North Africa) indirect tax leader,
said these regimes would be introduced
over the next two to three years.

While the standard tax rates are likely to
be low in the initial years after implemen-
tation, the rates can be increased over
time, thus contributing positively to gov-
ernment revenue collection, according to
him.

Stressing that indirect tax will be a tax
on consumption and will “inevitably be
borne by the end consumer of the goods
and services”, he said that “as a result, the
taxes will be passed on by businesses to
the end-consumer, therefore it is not
expected to be a deterrent to businesses
planning to establish in the region”.

To preserve economic and social stabili-
ty and continue with development plans,
Mena governments are considering tax
measures to broaden their revenue base
and increase tax yields.

“Fiscal policy initiatives are now focus-
ing on ways to broaden the revenue base,
promote investment in projects that create
value addition to existing oil and gas
export projects and stimulate investment
in the non-oil and gas sector,” according to
Sherif El-Kilany, Mena tax leader, EY.

Most of the countries in the region have
embarked on large-scale infrastructure
development projects, including rail, sea-
ports, electricity and water generation and
improvements to transport networks and

industrial facilities. Finding that govern-
ments have recognized the importance of
tax policy as a conduit to incentivizing
multinational companies to establish in
the region, Asim Sheikh, EY Mena business
tax services leader, said tax law reforms
have led to a lowering of corporate tax
rates and adoption of modern taxation
principles aimed at providing greater cer-
tainty for taxpayers in how tax rules are
applied.

Most countries have also recognized
the need to expand their double taxation
treaty network aimed at enhanced co-
operation with developed countries and
improved exchange of information, he
said. “The impact of these reforms has
positioned Mena countries as being attrac-
tive locations to establish businesses and
to operate trading hubs in the region,” he
added.

The reforms have created a competitive
tax landscape in the region but it should
not be interpreted as governments abdi-
cating their right to collect their fair share
of taxation, EY, however, cautioned.

Although tax rates have fallen, most
countries have expanded their withhold-
ing tax regimes, introduced modern defini-
tions of tax residence and permanent
establishment concepts and published
transfer pricing guidelines aimed at bring-
ing increased sources of income into the
domestic tax net, it added.

“The impact of falling oil prices and the
expected new norm of oil prices at lower
levels are creating challenges for countries
that are committed to large capital expen-
diture programs. Countries in the region
have reported budget deficits due to lower
oil and gas revenues and have recognized
the need to further broaden their revenue
take from taxation and are now focused on
introducing indirect taxation regimes,”
Sheikh said. — Gulf Times
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KUWAIT: Weapons detectives launched their sixth campaign in Rumaithiya, Monday,
with the participation of traffic, special security, general security, and security infor-
mation departments in continuation of the unlicensed weapons inspection cam-
paigns. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Man hurt after fake police

storm Abbassiya apartment

KUWAIT: An Indian man living in Abbassiya
was attacked inside his apartment in an
apparent robbery. Kattukallil George Mathew
was in his apartment when
two persons knocked on his
door demanding that he open
the door for police. He refused
and instead made an emer-
gency call,  according to a
statement by the Thanima - a
group representing Malayalees
in Kuwait.

The suspects, who were
dressed in police uniforms,
broke the door open however
and attacked George Mathew;
who ran out of the apartment
to save his life. The men ran-
sacked the flat and took away
everything they could, includ-
ing his phone, wallet contain-
ing civil ID, driving license, bank cards etc,
then vanished, the group said in a statement,
adding that KD 510 was later discovered to
have been withdrawn from his bank account

using his K-Net card. 
Some group members rushed to the scene

after learning about the incident, and helped
the victim who was bleeding
heavily to the Abbassiya
Police station. He was asked
to go to the hospital and get
medical papers, and he was
subsequently treated at
Farwaniya Hospital.

There were similar inci-
dents in Abbassiya in the
recent past and many have
fallen victim to such vicious
attacks. Yet, no serious
actions were initiated by the
concerned authorities who
are to guarantee our safety,
to contain such threats on
our life and property, the
group said. They requested

the Indian Embassy’s urgent involvement in
this issue “to take up the matter at a higher
level and find a lasting solution before it is
too late.” 

Kattukallil George Mathew
is pictured after the attack.


