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Blast kills two Bahrain

policemen, Iran blamed
Six injured in bombing • Amir sends condolences

News
i n  b r i e f

4 Egyptians handed 
death for murder

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti court yesterday sentenced four Egyptian
men to death for murdering a Pakistani guard during a rob-
bery at a construction site. Another three Egyptians were sen-
tenced to seven years in jail each for helping them. According
to the verdict, the four used a hammer to beat the Pakistani
until he died. They admitted to police that they killed the
guard at a construction project, and stole 36 tonnes of steel
which they sold for $18,000. The verdict can be appealed.
Execution in Kuwait is by hanging, but has generally not been
carried out since 2007, barring a brief resumption in April
2013. Dozens of people are believed to be on death row in the
state, mostly for murder and drugs crimes. Kuwait has execut-
ed 71 men and three women since introducing the death
penalty in mid-1960. 

Cairo furniture factory 
fire leaves 25 dead

CAIRO: At least 25 people died in a fire that gutted an
Egyptian furniture factory north of Cairo yesterday, a
health ministry official said. Twenty-two more workers suf-
fered from burns and smoke inhalation in the blaze in the
Al-Helw factory on the outskirts of the capital, health min-
istry spokesman Hossam Abdel Ghaffar said. Security offi-
cials said the fire raged through the three-storey factory
and its warehouse after a gas cylinder exploded. The inte-
rior ministry said 23 fire trucks were at the scene to extin-
guish the blaze. Video footage posted on social networks
showed thick smoke billowing from the factory as rescuers
crowded to help the victims. Another fire at a supermarket
in a town near the Mediterranean city of Alexandria yester-
day injured 12 people, security officials said.

MANAMA: A bomb killed two policemen and wounded
six in the deadliest such attack in Bahrain in months,
and state media said the explosives resembled some
seized at the weekend that authorities say were smug-
gled in from Iran. Sunni-ruled Bahrain has long accused
Iran of stirring up unrest among its Shiite population
and tensions between the two sides have risen in recent
days, with Bahrain recalling its ambassador from Tehran
on Saturday. A nuclear deal reached this month
between Tehran and global powers has also set its Gulf
Arab neighbors on edge, who fear less foreign pressure
on Iran due to the deal could embolden its foreign poli-
cy on their turf. 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable to Bahraini
Monarch King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa expressing his
condolences over the victims of the blast. The Amir
affirmed Kuwait’s strong stance with Bahrain against
such terrorist attacks, adding that Bahrain has the right
to implement all measures to protect its national securi-
ty. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and
several MPs strongly also condemned the attack.
Ghanem sent his condolences to the Bahraini people
and expressed the solidarity of the Kuwaiti people with
Bahrain against terrorist attacks.

The bombing outside a girls’ school in the Shiite vil-
lage of Sitra was the first in Bahrain for several months, 

Continued on Page 13
SITRA, Bahrain: A Bahraini forensic police officer inspects the site of a bomb blast in this village south of
Manama yesterday. —AFP 

Probe ordered 

into leaked 

Khafji letter

Two activists jailed 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Gulf Oil Company, which repre-
sents Kuwait in the neutral zone operations with Saudi
Arabia, yesterday ordered an immediate probe into
who leaked a letter by the oil minister to his Saudi
counterpart over oil production in the area. The com-
pany said in a statement that an investigation commit-
tee has been formed to look into the matter and
expressed dismay over the way confidential correspon-
dence had been leaked and published in the press.

Several Kuwaiti dailies yesterday published the con-
tents of what they said was a letter sent by Oil Minister
Ali Al-Omair to his Saudi counterpart Ali Al-Naimi urg-
ing him to resume production in Khafji oilfield in the
neutral zone, which pumped over 300,000 barrels per
day. Saudi Arabia suspended production unilaterally at
the offshore field in October citing environmental 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: National Petroleum Co said it
awarded four contracts worth $11.5 billion
(10.5 billion euros) to international consor-
tia yesterday to build a 615,000 barrel per
day refinery. A $4.25 billion contract for the
main manufacturing units went to Spain’s
Tecnicas Reunidas, China’s Sinopec
Engineering and South Korea’s Hanwha
Engineering and Construction Corp,
spokesman Khaled Al-Assoussi said in a
statement. 

The second and third contracts for infra-
structure, worth a combined $5.75 billion,
were awarded to a consortium of US Fluor
Limited with South Korean Hyundai heavy
Industries and Daewoo Engineering and
Construction. A fourth contract valued at
$1.5 billion was awarded to South Korean
Hyundai Engineering and Construction and
SK Engineering and Construction and
Italian Saipem, Assoussi said. A fifth con-
tract is scheduled to be awarded within the
next two weeks, he said. The project, divid-

ed into five packages, is estimated to cost
$16.1 billion after Kuwait ’s Supreme
Petroleum Council agreed two weeks ago

to increase the refinery budget by $2.9 bil-
lion after bids exceeded the initial esti-
mates. Oil minister Ali Saleh Al-Omair told

KUNA this month that there were proposals
to build a petrochemical complex alongside
the refinery. He did not elaborate.

Construction of the refinery could be a
major boost to Kuwait’s economy, which
has slowed in recent years by political ten-
sions and is now grappling with a blow to
state finances from low oil prices. The proj-
ect was originally planned more than a
decade ago but has been delayed repeat-
edly by bureaucratic and political prob-
lems, including conflict between the
National Assembly and the Cabinet.

Last year, Kuwait awarded tenders for
a $12-billion project to upgrade two of
the three existing refineries. When that
work is completed by around 2018 and
the new refinery is built, Kuwait’s refining
capacity will increase to 1.4 million bpd
from 930,000 bpd currently. Kuwait says
it sits on 10 percent of the world’s proven
crude reserves and is pumping 2.8 mil-
lion bpd. — Agencies 

$11.5bn contracts awarded for Zour

KUWAIT: Kuwait is preparing legislation
to facilitate issues of Islamic bonds by the
government as it assesses options to
finance a big budget deficit caused by low
oil prices, Finance Minister Anas al-Saleh
said yesterday. “It is among the priorities
of the government,” Saleh said of the
sukuk legislation. He was speaking via
Twitter in a question-and-answer session
with the public that addressed citizens’
concerns about the widening deficit.

Saleh said on Monday the final finan-
cial statement of the fiscal year 2014-15

has shown a KD 2.721 billion ($9 billion)
deficit caused by a nosedive in crude oil
prices triggering less proceeds, marking
the first actual deficit since FY 1998-99.
He said the retreat of oil revenues affect-
ed the general budget of the state.
Speaking to KUNA, Saleh projected a
bigger deficit in FY 2015-16 due to a
continuous fall in oil prices. The deficit,
he added, represented around 5.6 per-
cent of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), “which is a relatively high 

Continued on Page 13

Kuwait readies sukuk laws

as budget deficit hits $9bn

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates has become the first
Gulf state to take a major step towards taming the gas-
guzzling habits of its drivers, who see cheap fuel as part
of their birthright. The UAE said it would raise domestic
prices for gasoline and cut them for diesel in a politically
sensitive reform designed to save it money and encour-
age fuel efficiency. State subsidies have long kept
domestic fuel prices at some of the lowest in the world -
part of the welfare packages which Gulf governments
offer in their drive to maintain social stability.

This has led to a preference for huge sports utility
vehicles, and the subsidy costs have become harder to
bear for governments since last year’s global oil price
plunge slashed energy export revenues. The
International Monetary Fund projects the UAE will post
its first fiscal deficit this year since 2009, and estimates
the country spends $7 billion annually on petroleum
subsidies.

So this month, the UAE said it was shifting from a sys-
tem of fixed, subsidized fuel prices to one of adjusting
prices monthly in response to global trends. It did not
reveal details of its new formula or say whether subsi-
dies would be removed entirely, but announced that
prices would be “based on the average global prices
with the addition of operating costs”.

Continued on Page 13

UAE petrol

price hiked

DUBAI: Flexing her muscles in defiance of
the Gulf ’s conservative cultural stereo-
types, bodybuilder Haifa Musawi has lost
all hope of pumping iron for Bahrain so
now is looking elsewhere for recognition.
The 32-year-old began working out a
decade ago after finding a personal trainer

to help her overcome obesity - a wide-
spread problem in the oil-rich region. “I had
a problem with obesity and I used to like
bodybuilding,” says Musawi, a square-
jawed woman with curly hair pulled back in
a tight ponytail. As a young girl, she would
seek out publications with articles and pic-

tures about bodybuilding. “At that age, I
didn’t have the experience or knowhow to
become a bodybuilder,” she recalls. “It
wasn’t easy... bodybuilding for women in
our society is rare.” But “I was at the gym
every day and to me it was more important
than anything else”.

Musawi’s family encouraged her efforts
to shed weight and despite worrying about
the supplements she took as part of her
training program, she said “they finally
accepted” what she was doing. Ten years
on, Musawi has several certificates from
international fitness and bodybuilding
associations and has been working as a
weights specialist in Dubai, where she
trains both men and women. In June, she
came sixth in the physique category of the
International Natural Bodybuilding
Association championships, a drug-free
competition held for the first time in Dubai.
Musawi and a Jordanian woman were the
only Arab female bodybuilders at the event.

She is now seeking a pro-card so she
can take part in professional competitions
around the world and join the International
Federation of Bodybuilding and Fitness.
But Musawi cannot represent Bahrain or
any other countries in the Gulf, where there
is no national bodybuilding team to repre-
sent for women, let alone competitions to
enter. In October she plans to travel to
Portugal to obtain residency and represent
the European country, with the help of her
Portuguese trainer Andreia Sousa. “This is
my dream and I want to fulfil it,” says
Musawi. “If Portugal offers me my dream,
then why not? But I hope to represent
Bahrain” one day.

Continued on Page 13

Female bodybuilder looks 

abroad for recognition

DUBAI: Bahraini female bodybuilder
and personal trainer Haifa Al-Musawi
trains at a gym on June 26, 2015. — AFP
(More pics on Page 40)

This picture taken on Oct 21, 2012 shows a much-loved Zimbabwean lion called
“Cecil” which was killed by an American dentist on a hunt using a bow and arrow
on July 15, 2015. — AFP 

HARARE: A wealthy American dentist used
a bow and arrow to shoot a much-loved
Zimbabwean lion called Cecil, a safari
industry group said yesterday, amid allega-
tions that the animal had taken 40 hours to
die. The lion, which was a popular attrac-
tion among many international visitors to
the Hwange National Park, was lured out-
side the park’s boundaries by bait and shot
earlier this month. “The offender is a gen-
tleman who is an American called Walter
James Palmer,” Emmanuel Fundira, presi-
dent of the Safari Operators Association of
Zimbabwe, said at a news conference in
the capital Harare. “A lot of people travel
long distances coming to Zimbabwe to

enjoy our wildlife and obviously the
absence of Cecil is a disaster.” Fundira
described Cecil as “almost semi-domesti-
cated” and said that Palmer had paid about
$50,000 for the hunt. 

The Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force
charity said Palmer and professional
Zimbabwean hunter Theo Bronkhorst had
gone out at night with a spotlight and tied
a dead animal to their vehicle to lure Cecil
into range. “Palmer shot Cecil with a bow
and arrow but this shot didn’t kill him. They
tracked him down and found him 40 hours
later when they shot him with a gun,” the
charity alleged. It added that the hunters 

Continued on Page 13

US dentist kills beloved 

Zimbabwean lion Cecil
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AMMAN/KUWAIT: Deputy National Assembly
Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej said that Kuwait
and Jordan enjoy strong ties based on common
interests. Al-Khurainej made this remark yester-
day soon after he arrived in Jordan upon an invi-
tation from his Jordanian counterpart Ahmad Al-
Saffedi. 

Saffedi meanwhile lauded bilateral ties that
have been strengthened by exchange of visits,
adding that the lion’s share of investments in
Jordan belong to Kuwait. Khurainej is heading a
parliamentary delegation comprising MPs

Hamdan Al-Azmi and Majid Mousa Al-Mutairi on
an official visit that will last until July 31.

Deep relations
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and

Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah underscored yesterday the depth of
bilateral relations between Kuwait and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled received
Interior Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan Salamah Hammad and his accompanying

delegation during an official two-day visit to the
country, the Interior Ministry’s Security Media
Department said in a press statement.

The Kuwaiti Minister said that this visit is an
important step in the process of joint security
cooperation between the two countries laid
down by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and King Abdullah II.
He added that this visit also comes within the
framework of a series of bilateral consultative
visits among the interior ministers of Arab coun-
tries. —KUNA

Kuwaiti-Jordanian ties based on

common interests: Deputy Speaker

AMMAN: Deputy National Assembly Speaker Mubarak Al-
Khurainej is pictured shortly after arrival at Jordan. —KUNA

Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah greets
his Jordanian counterpart Salamah Hammad.

KUWAIT: Hawally Governor Lieutenant
General Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah
valued Kuwait’s economic relationship with
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), underscoring the
fact that ASEAN is amongst
the Gulf region’s biggest
trade partners.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf
yesterday met with some of
the ambassadors of the
group of Southeast nations
that comprise ASEAN to
commemorate the anniver-
sary of the formation of the
organization. As part of the
discussions with the ambas-
sadors, Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf stressed the impor-
tance of bolstering econom-

ic and political ties between ASEAN nations
and the Gulf countries, citing recent growth
in the collective economies of the Gulf
countries as a result of increased trade with

ASEAN.
In comments to the press,

the Hawally Governorate
highlighted ASEAN’s steady
economic growth, having
recorded a 5.7% increase in
growth from the years 2000
to 2014, making it one of
the most lucrative markets
for foreign investors. The
statement also highlighted
the prospect that the pow-
erhouse could be amongst
the top five economic
organizations of the world
by 2018. —KUNA

Kuwait values economic

cooperation with ASEAN

Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the
international Ooredoo Group, awarded its distin-
guished employees for Q1 of 2015 at its head-
quarters earlier this month.

Winners of the Star Awards were handed
their trophies by General Manager and CEO
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani and Chief of
Human Resources and Administration Services
Saleh Al-Houti, in a ceremony attended by
chiefs, heads of divisions and department lead-
ers.

Commenting on this,  Ooredoo Chief of
Human Resources and Administration Services

Saleh Al-Houti thanked all the winners for their
hard work and excellence, noting: “We believe in
our local talents, and we always aim to nurture
their talents and help them achieve their best in
the work environment. We’re committed to help-
ing them, as they are the main reason for any
organization’s excellence.”

The winners of the Star Awards were 14 from
across the organization, including Technology,
Customer Care, Marketing, Communications,
Sales, Finance, and Human Resources. The
awards also included the Outstanding Ooredoo
Way Award Accomplisher.

Ooredoo awards 

distinguished employees

Ooredoo’s Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani, Saleh Al-Houti and Hani Al-Kakhan are pictured with the awarded employees.

Saleh Al-Houti

ROME: Italian visitors to the ‘Art of the
Islamic Civilization’ exhibition shared the
view that the event will help boost cultural
ties between Italy and the Islamic and Arab
worlds. The exhibition, held at the Scuderie
del Quirinale museum in the Italian capital,
highlights the Islamic civilization through
the ages. It is organized by Kuwait’s Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI) in Rome from 25
July to 20 September.

Rome Cultural Heritage Superintendent
Claudio Parisi Presicce lauded the exhibi-
tion held under auspices of His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, for the rare
Islamic items on display, especially ‘Al-
Sabah Collection,’ unquestionably one of
the most important in the world, in terms
of the quality and originality of the works
of art it contains.

The exhibition does not only show the
copious cultural and artistic dimensions of
the Islamic civilization, but will play a signif-
icant role for consolidating joint action for
the world’s welfare as well, Presicce added.

General Commissioner of the Rome’s
Museum Authority Sergio Cipolletta, said
the exhibition is “a significant step towards
cultural integration between the Islamic
and the Western Civilization.” In addition, it
will help visitors get a close look on fea-
tures of the Islamic civilization through the
centuries, Cipolletta added.

For Chief of Staff of the Italian Air Force
Lieutenant General Pasquale Preziosa, the
event offers a good chance to enhance cul-
tural ties between the two countries. He
highlighted Kuwait’s prominent cultural
status.

Italian ambassador in Kuwait Fabrizio
Nicoletti said that the “marvelous event” is

the first of its kind, hailing bilateral “distin-
guished” ties. Nicoletti noted that the event
and Kuwait’s pavilion in the Expo Milan
2015, are two signals of the elevated coop-
eration and coordination in all fields.

The event features up to 363 unique
pieces, including jewels and manuscripts,
that were carefully chosen to manifest the
arts of the Islamic civilization and their his-
torical contribution in the intermingling of
cultures through ages.

Two parts
It is divided into two parts; the first,

which is strictly chronological, begins with
a small numismatic section designed to
provide a historical and geographical intro-
duction to the main stages in the develop-
ment of Muslim civilizations. It ends with
the three great 16th century empires:  the
Turkish Ottoman Empire in the
Mediterranean; the Iranian Safavid Empire
and the Indian Mughal Empire with its
fairy-tale opulence.

The second part of the exhibition
probes the crucial artistic themes and
modes of Islamic art, ranging from the for-
mal stringency of its mesmerizing calligra-
phy and its learned and scientific explo-
ration of the world of mathematics and
geometry, to the endless imagery of the
repeated floral motif known as the
Arabesque and the abstract and realistic
depiction of animal and human figures.

The exhibition ends with the glittering
splendor of treasure, in the shape of the
items of the goldsmith’s art that are the
boast of the Al-Sabah Collection, which in
terms of the quantity and quality of its
pieces in this field is unrivalled anywhere in
the world. —KUNA

ROME: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is
pictured with Chief of Staff of the Italian Air Force Lieutenant General
Pasquale Preziosa and other Italian army officials at the exhibition. —KUNA

Kuwait’s art exhibit boosts

ties with Italy: Visitors

Army officer praises

relations with China

KUWAIT: Kuwait and China are bound to solid
military relations and cooperation, a senior mili-
tary officer said. Vice Admiral Abdullah Dashti,
Director of Mubarak Al-Abdullah Command and
Staff College, said China was a very important
country for Kuwait, and the two countries sup-
ported each other’s issues in international con-
ferences.

Dashti was speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of a reception held last Monday by the
Military Attaché Office of the Chinese Embassy
to mark the 88th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army.
Dashti said the armies of Kuwait and China were
bound to military cooperation agreements,
including training and exercises. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Vice Admiral Abdullah Dashti participates in a ceremony organized by the Military Attaché Office of the Chinese Embassy to mark the 88th Anniversary of the establishment of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army. —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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Violating shops
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Yusuf Al-Ali
has issued a ministerial decree for closing some shops for
violating trade and consumer protection laws and provi-
sions. In a press statement, Assistant Undersecretary for
Commercial Supervision and Consumer Protection
Department Abdullah Al-Enezi said the shops violations
included fraud, changing country of origin labels, selling
inedible goods, marketing through random phone calls
and conducting raffles without the Ministry’s prior
approval, and displaying women clothes with “indecent
pictures.” Enezi underlined that the ministry would con-
tinue crackdown and inspection campaigns on shops to
check their abidance by the relevant laws. He vowed that
the ministry would do all in power to protect consumers
and to bring to justice greedy traders who fraud for risk
the health of their clients. 

News
I n  b r i e f

KISR finishes nano-battery
prototype for medical usage 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) fin-
ished yesterday a prototype for a nano-battery that is
being developed for medical usage. A statement by KISR
said that the project took two years to complete, adding
that the institute collaborated with Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) on the nano-battery. The prototype
will be subjected to experiments and trials before approv-
ing the final product, said KISR, noting that the nano-bat-
tery would help provide sufficient energy for medical tools
and small robots used in cancer cell treatment. 

Environmental violations 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Environment Protection Society (KEPS) and
the Interior Ministry’s Environmental Police will coordinate on
monitoring violations against the environment in Kuwait, said
a statement yesterday. KEPS’s Secretary General Wejdan Al-
Eqab said that she had met with the head of the environmen-
tal police Lieutenant General Hussein Al-Ajmi, discussing with
him the society’s initiative to report violations to the police.
She added that KEPS proposed a measure to categories envi-
ronmental violations and ways to report the issue to the envi-
ronmental police. The Interior Ministry established the envi-
ronmental police unit which came to implement the 42/2014
legislation on protecting the environment. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Faisal Al-Shaye denied rumors
that he intervened with Communications
Minister Essa Al-Kandari on behalf of the
pilot who appeared with a woman inside
the cockpit of a Kuwait Airways (KAC)
plane.

“I deny that I have made any contacts or
wasta (favor) for [the pilot] or others with
the communications minister, and I do not
know the pilot, and there are no pilots
coming to my diwaniya, and I do not make
wasta for any violation,” he said in a state-
ment.

Quran Authority 
MP Saleh Ashour spoke once again

about his proposal to cancel the Holy
Quran Printing Authority following protests
against it.  He said that “based on the
inquiries of some people about the propos-
al to cancel the Holy Quran Printing
Authority, we explain the following:

First: There is a complete sector con-
cerned with the Holy Quran affairs at Awqaf
Ministry, headed by an assistant undersec-
retary, who is doing a good job, and there
is a clash of authorities between the sector
and authority and it is necessary to cancel
one of them.

Second: Awqaf Ministry and Audit
Bureau reports, as well as the budgets com-
mittee reports at the assembly, indicate
clear corruption and violation of public

funds at the Holy Quran Authority.
Third: All Awqaf ministers, starting with

Muosherji  until  the current minister,
formed investigation committees at the
authority because of repeated violations.
Officials of the authority were sent to pub-
lic prosecution for many financial and
administrative violations.

Fifth: The Holy Quran Authority did
everything except print the Holy Quran:
not even one copy, according to reports,
since it was established.” MP Ashour noted
that there are many reasons that should
not be said and those who care about pub-
lic funds should refer to reports to find out
more.

Education committee
The education committee at the

National Assembly will hold its meeting
today to discuss the mechanism of its work
as the assembly authorized it to investigate
scholarships and appointments at Kuwait
University and Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET).

Stray dogs 
Ministry of Electricity and Water

Assistant Undersecretary for operating and
maintaining power stations, Fuad Al-Oun,
said coordination continues with the
Agriculture Authority to fight stray dogs,
particularly in remote stations, where large
numbers of them are found. It was noted
the dogs are a threat on workers there.

MP Shaye denies intervening

for disgraced KAC pilot

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Human Rights Society (KHRS) renewed
its demands for the United States government to
release Kuwaiti Guantanamo detainee Fayez Al-Kandari,
who is being confined there since 2002, without any
justification and without trial or charges. The society
noted that he was put under trial last Monday, 13 years
after his arrest, which contradicts the Declaration of
Human Rights which organizes trials and arrests.

The five articles of the International Human Rights
Declaration says that any human being should not be
exposed to torture or mistreatment; Article 9 states that
no one is to be arrested maliciously, while Article 10
states that each man has the right to be treated equally
like others; and that Kandari’s case be looked into by an
independent court openly and justly to decide his
rights and duties and any criminal charges he should
face. The society asked all international, regional and
national bodies concerned with human rights to shoul-
der their historic responsibility and to confront such vio-
lations that compromise the entire human rights.
Likewise, it appealed to Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry to
continue its efforts and pressure the US government to
release Kandari following the release of Fawzi Al-Ouda.

Ex-MP’s controversial tweet
Former MP Waleed Al-Tabtabae said in a post on

Twitter that the absolute majority of people in Kuwait
support the Syrian revolution. Tabtabae added that he
and the government support the revolution and the
free army against the regime of Bashar Al-Assad, noting
“whoever does not like that, can go and pave the bot-
tom of the sea.” - using an informal saying commonly
used in heated arguments.

Containers confiscated
Customs officers, in coordination with the Health

Ministry, confiscated three medicine containers that
had unmatched documents. The containers contained
medicine, cosmetics and creams; while bad storage and
unrefrigerated containers were noticed. 

KUWAIT: Young divers prepare ships that will take part in the 27th annual Pearl Diving Trip to be organized between August 6 and August 13,
2015. The divers lace ships with oil then paint the bottom with a substance that keeps water from leaking into the ship, in an event called the
‘Habab and Shouna.’ — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

DOHA: The Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCC) may witness the advent of value-
added tax (VAT) in the next two to three
years with its impact likely on the end-con-
sumers but the levy may not be a “deter-
rent” for businesses, according to Ernst and
Young (EY), a multinational professional
services firm.

Highlighting that the VAT regime is cur-
rently under consideration in Egypt and
the GCC, Finbarr Sexton, EY Mena (Middle
East and North Africa) indirect tax leader,
said these regimes would be introduced
over the next two to three years.

While the standard tax rates are likely to
be low in the initial years after implemen-
tation, the rates can be increased over
time, thus contributing positively to gov-
ernment revenue collection, according to
him.

Stressing that indirect tax will be a tax
on consumption and will “inevitably be
borne by the end consumer of the goods
and services”, he said that “as a result, the
taxes will be passed on by businesses to
the end-consumer, therefore it is not
expected to be a deterrent to businesses
planning to establish in the region”.

To preserve economic and social stabili-
ty and continue with development plans,
Mena governments are considering tax
measures to broaden their revenue base
and increase tax yields.

“Fiscal policy initiatives are now focus-
ing on ways to broaden the revenue base,
promote investment in projects that create
value addition to existing oil and gas
export projects and stimulate investment
in the non-oil and gas sector,” according to
Sherif El-Kilany, Mena tax leader, EY.

Most of the countries in the region have
embarked on large-scale infrastructure
development projects, including rail, sea-
ports, electricity and water generation and
improvements to transport networks and

industrial facilities. Finding that govern-
ments have recognized the importance of
tax policy as a conduit to incentivizing
multinational companies to establish in
the region, Asim Sheikh, EY Mena business
tax services leader, said tax law reforms
have led to a lowering of corporate tax
rates and adoption of modern taxation
principles aimed at providing greater cer-
tainty for taxpayers in how tax rules are
applied.

Most countries have also recognized
the need to expand their double taxation
treaty network aimed at enhanced co-
operation with developed countries and
improved exchange of information, he
said. “The impact of these reforms has
positioned Mena countries as being attrac-
tive locations to establish businesses and
to operate trading hubs in the region,” he
added.

The reforms have created a competitive
tax landscape in the region but it should
not be interpreted as governments abdi-
cating their right to collect their fair share
of taxation, EY, however, cautioned.

Although tax rates have fallen, most
countries have expanded their withhold-
ing tax regimes, introduced modern defini-
tions of tax residence and permanent
establishment concepts and published
transfer pricing guidelines aimed at bring-
ing increased sources of income into the
domestic tax net, it added.

“The impact of falling oil prices and the
expected new norm of oil prices at lower
levels are creating challenges for countries
that are committed to large capital expen-
diture programs. Countries in the region
have reported budget deficits due to lower
oil and gas revenues and have recognized
the need to further broaden their revenue
take from taxation and are now focused on
introducing indirect taxation regimes,”
Sheikh said. — Gulf Times

GCC-wide VAT ‘likely

in next three years’

Society renews

calls for Gitmo

detainee’s release

KUWAIT: Weapons detectives launched their sixth campaign in Rumaithiya, Monday,
with the participation of traffic, special security, general security, and security infor-
mation departments in continuation of the unlicensed weapons inspection cam-
paigns. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Man hurt after fake police

storm Abbassiya apartment

KUWAIT: An Indian man living in Abbassiya
was attacked inside his apartment in an
apparent robbery. Kattukallil George Mathew
was in his apartment when
two persons knocked on his
door demanding that he open
the door for police. He refused
and instead made an emer-
gency call,  according to a
statement by the Thanima - a
group representing Malayalees
in Kuwait.

The suspects, who were
dressed in police uniforms,
broke the door open however
and attacked George Mathew;
who ran out of the apartment
to save his life. The men ran-
sacked the flat and took away
everything they could, includ-
ing his phone, wallet contain-
ing civil ID, driving license, bank cards etc,
then vanished, the group said in a statement,
adding that KD 510 was later discovered to
have been withdrawn from his bank account

using his K-Net card. 
Some group members rushed to the scene

after learning about the incident, and helped
the victim who was bleeding
heavily to the Abbassiya
Police station. He was asked
to go to the hospital and get
medical papers, and he was
subsequently treated at
Farwaniya Hospital.

There were similar inci-
dents in Abbassiya in the
recent past and many have
fallen victim to such vicious
attacks. Yet, no serious
actions were initiated by the
concerned authorities who
are to guarantee our safety,
to contain such threats on
our life and property, the
group said. They requested

the Indian Embassy’s urgent involvement in
this issue “to take up the matter at a higher
level and find a lasting solution before it is
too late.” 

Kattukallil George Mathew
is pictured after the attack.



01. What is the name of the first Prophet?
Adam 

02. How many months are there in the Islamic
Calendar?
12   

03. What is the third month of the Islamic Calendar?
Rabi’ ul Awwal

04. In Arabic history, what is the name of the year when
our Beloved Prophet ‘Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam’
was born?
- The Year of the Elephant is the name in Islamic history,    

05. In which city was our Holy Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi
Wa Sallam born?
Makkah al-Mukarramah

06. What is the name of tribe of our Holy Prophet
Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wa Sallam?
Qura’ish 

07. In which city did our Holy Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi
Wa Sallam pass away?
Madinah-tul-Munawarah

08. Should we visit the tomb of our Beloved Prophet
Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wa Sallam? 
Yes, we should visit his tomb preferably after the per-

formance of Hajj. 

09. What is the old name of Al-Madinah-tul-
Munawarah?
Yathrab

10. What is the name of our Holy Prophet’s (Sallallahu
‘Alaihi Wa Sallam) uncle who was martyred in the
Battle of Uhud?
Hamza 

11. How old was our Holy Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wa
Sallam was, when he migrated from City of Makkah
to City of Medina?
Fifty Three Years Old

12. What is the name of first Battle in Islam?
Battle of Badr

13. What is the name of the second Battle in Islam?
Battle of Uhad

14.  Who was the first man who accepted Islam?
Abu Bakar Siddique Rady Allahu Anhu

15. Who was the first child who accepted Islam?
Ali Rady Allahu Anhu

16. Where did the first group of Muslims migrate to
before the Prophet’s (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam)

Hijrah to Madinah?
Habshah, Abyssinia, now called Ethiopia

17. Our beloved Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi wa Sal’lam
went on a miraculous night journey to Masjid al-
Aqsa and to the Heavens.    What is this journey
called? 
Mi’raj

18. What gift did he bring back from Allah from the
miraculous night journey to the heavens?
Five times daily salah

19. Do you know how many Books did Allah reveal?
Four 

20. Do you know the names of the Books of Allah?
1.Taurat  (Old Testament)
2.Zaboor
3.Injeel  (New Testament)
4.The Holy Quran

21. What is the name of the Prophet to whom Taurat
was  revealed?
Prophet Mausa (Moses) Alaihis-Salam

22. What is the name of the Prophet to whom Zaboor
was revealed?
Prophet Dawood (David) Alaihis-Salam

23. What is the name of the Prophet to whom Injeel was
revealed?
Prophet ‘Isa (Jesus) Alaihis-Salam

24. What is the name of the Prophet to whom The Holy
Quran was revealed?
Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wa Sallam

25. In which language was the Holy Quran revealed?
Arabic Language 

26. What is the First revelation of Holy Quran - Just tell
the first word?
IQRA    

27. How many Chapters (Surahs) are there in the Holy
Quran?
114    

28.  It is notable for being the location where Muslims
believe Muhammad received his first revelations
from God through the angel Jebril
Gar Hira    

29.  How many verses are there in the Holy Quran?
6236 verses    

30. Which surah is called the heart of the Quran?
Surah Yasin  

Questions & Answers

1st Prize Two Business Class tickets 
Kuwait - San Francisco - Kuwait on Etihad Airways
One voucher for lunch or dinner from Ruby Tuesday
Name: Harold E. Paleju 

2nd Prize One Economy Class ticket 
Kuwait - Madrid - Kuwait on Etihad Airways
Carlo Cardini  men’s watch
Cain Ashly  women’s watch
Expert dictionary 625
Two vouchers from Crowne Plaza Hotel for lunch or dinner 
Cosmetic voucher from Al-Sanabel AlThahabeya 
Espresso Italian coffee machine with 30 capsules
Name: Syed Arif Hussein

3rd Prize One Economy Class ticket Kuwait - Abu Dhabi -
Kuwait on Etihad Airways
Carlo Cardini  men’s watch
Cain Ashly  women’s watch
Two vouchers from Crowne Plaza Hotel for lunch or dinner 
Cosmetic voucher from Al-Sanabel AlThahabeya
Espresso Italian coffee machine with 30 capsules
Name: Adil Arif Mukadam 

4th Prize 
Carlo Cardini  men’s watch
Cain Ashly  women’s watch
Two vouchers from Crowne Plaza Hotel for lunch or dinner 
Cosmetic voucher from Al-Sanabel AlThahabeya 
Espresso Italian coffee machine with 30 capsules 
Name: Shehzad Zuber kardame 

5thPrize 
Carlo Cardini  men’s watch
Alessy  women’s watch
One voucher from Crowne Plaza Hotel for lunch or dinner 
Cosmetic voucher from Al-Sanabel AlThahabeya 
Espresso Italian coffee machine with 30 capsules 
Name: Murtuza Abdul Hakim 

6th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Hajera Abdul Aziz 

7th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Bindu Varada

8th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Mohammad Sohair Saddiq 

9th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Jayanul Sarefa

10th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Laeeba Kardame 

11th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Dr P.C. Koruthu 

12th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Dileep Thomas 

13th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Maria Rita Moraes 

14th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch

One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Harold E. Paleju 

15th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Khalid Javed 

16th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Maryam Shamsolla

17th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Khalid Mahmood 

18th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Mukhtadir Hussein

19th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Christopher Dímello 

20th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
Qdin men watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner
Name: Tasneem Fatema 

21st Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Amanullah Sharfudeen 

22nd Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Blesson DíSouza 

23rd Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Raphael Joseph 

24th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Heba Adjuharun 

25th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Santan Ferrao 

26th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Khaliqdad Khattak  

27th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Abdullah Issa

28th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Harold E. Paleju 

29th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Mohammed Moneer 

30th Prize
Carlo Cardini  women’s watch
One voucher from Ruby Tuesday for lunch or dinner 
Name: Ayman Arif Mukhadam 

Winners
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KUWAIT: Kuwait is a destination country for men and
women subjected to forced labor and, to a lesser degree,
forced prostitution. Men and women migrate from
South and Southeast Asia, Egypt, the Middle East, and
increasingly throughout Africa to work in Kuwait, mainly
in the domestic service, construction, and sanitation sec-
tors. While Filipino, Indian, and Sri Lankan women con-
tinue to represent a significant percentage of Kuwait’s
domestic worker population, in the last few years, there
has been a reported increase in migrants from Ethiopia,
Uganda, and Madagascar. Though most migrants enter
Kuwait voluntarily, upon arrival some sponsors subject
migrants to forced labor,
including through non-
payment of wages, long
working hours without
rest, deprivation of food,
threats, physical or sexu-
al abuse, and restrictions
on movement, such as
confinement to the
workplace and the with-
holding of passports.
Many of the migrant
workers arriving in Kuwait have paid exorbitant fees to
labor recruiters in their home countries or are coerced
into paying labor broker fees in Kuwait which, according
to Kuwaiti law, should be paid by the employer-a prac-
tice making workers highly vulnerable to forced labor,
including debt bondage. Some labor recruiting compa-
nies have been complicit in trafficking with their use of
deceptive recruiting techniques to bring in migrant
workers on the basis of unenforceable contracts and
nonexistent positions, while promising employers work-
ers who are well-trained but turn out to be unskilled.
Kuwait’s sponsorship law, which ties a migrant worker’s
legal residence and valid immigration status to an
employer, restricts workers’ movements and penalizes
them for “running away” from abusive workplaces; as a
result, domestic workers are particularly vulnerable to
forced labor inside private homes. While Kuwait requires
employers to use a standard contract for domestic work-
ers delineating some basic rights, Kuwait lacks a domes-
tic labor law to govern the relationship between domes-
tic workers and sponsors. Thus, many workers report
experiencing work conditions substantially different
from those described in the contract; some workers nev-
er see the contract at all and others receive Arabic- or
English-language contracts that they are unable to read.
In addition, sources report runaway domestic workers
are sometimes exploited in forced prostitution by agents
or criminals who manipulate their illegal status.

The Government of Kuwait does not fully comply
with the minimum standards for the elimination of traf-
ficking and is not making sufficient efforts to do so. The
government increased its capacity to protect trafficking
victims in 2014 through the official opening of its high-
capacity shelter and amendment of its shelter regula-
tions, which now allow any woman access to the shelter
without formal referral. The government continued its
efforts to prevent
trafficking during
the reporting peri-
od by conducting
investigations into
visa fraud rings,
including those
allegedly involving
government offi-
cials, leading to the
closure of hundreds
of labor recruitment
firms and hundreds of people referred for prosecution.
However, of the hundreds of visa fraud violators referred
for prosecution, only one case has been investigated
under the 2013 counter-trafficking law and the govern-
ment has yet to prosecute or convict suspected traffick-
ers. Existing laws do not provide adequate prosecutorial
power or punishments for those operating labor recruit-
ing firms. The government did not report adequate
efforts to prosecute or convict suspected traffickers. The
government did not implement formal procedures to
identify or refer trafficking victims, and victims of traf-
ficking continued to be arrested, detained, and deport-
ed. Emerging efforts to issue exit and travel documents

to abused workers whose passports had been confiscat-
ed were not accompanied by any enforcement activities
against the employers from whom the workers had fled.

Recommendations for Kuwait
Enforce laws against sponsors and employers who

illegally hold migrant workers’ passports; implement the
2013 anti-trafficking law by investigating and prosecut-
ing trafficking offenses and convicting and punishing
offenders, particularly sponsors who subject domestic
workers to involuntary servitude; greatly increase law
enforcement efforts, including investigations of traffick-

ing offenses perpetrated
by Kuwaiti citizens, and
establish standard oper-
ating procedures for
investigations and prose-
cutions of trafficking
crimes; coordinate with
the public prosecutor’s
office to amend current
laws to allow for the
prosecution of labor
recruiting firms; establish

procedures to proactively identify and refer to protec-
tion services all victims of human trafficking, especially
among the female domestic worker population; estab-
lish linkages between emerging victim care efforts and
law enforcement activities; continue to train shelter staff
in providing services to potential trafficking victims;
ensure the availability of shelter and services to male
victims, sex trafficking victims, and forced labor victims
outside of the domestic worker context; amend the
sponsorship law to protect foreign workers, including
domestic workers, from abuse; increase effective coordi-
nation between min-
istries through the inter-
ministerial anti-traffick-
ing committee; and con-
tinue to increase efforts
to prevent trafficking. 

Prosecution
The government

made weak anti-traffick-
ing law enforcement efforts. The government enacted
anti-trafficking legislation in March 2013, which pro-
hibits all forms of trafficking. The law prescribes penal-
ties ranging from 15 years’ to life imprisonment, which
are sufficiently stringent and commensurate with penal-
ties prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape.
During the reporting period, the government did not
report any prosecutions, convictions, or sentences of
trafficking offenders for either forced labor or sex traf-
ficking. While it investigated visa fraud rings, allegedly
involving complicit officials, including in the Ministries
of Interior (MOI), Social Affairs and Labor (MOSAL), and
Commerce and Industry, as well as members of the rul-
ing Al-Sabah family, the government failed to prosecute
and convict officials complicit in these trafficking or traf-

ficking-related offenses.
Although the withholding of
workers’ passports is prohibit-
ed under Kuwaiti law, this
practice remains common
among sponsors and employ-
ers of foreign workers, and the
government demonstrated no
efforts to enforce this prohibi-
tion. It remained uncommon
to find domestic workers who
took refuge in their home-

country embassy shelters with their passports in their
possession. The government remained reluctant to pros-
ecute Kuwaiti citizens for trafficking offenses. Kuwaiti
law enforcement treated cases of forced domestic labor
as administrative infractions, and punishment was limit-
ed to assessing fines, shutting down employment firms,
issuing orders for employers to return withheld pass-
ports, or requiring employers to pay back-wages. In
2014, the MOI, in partnership with an international
organization, held an anti-trafficking training. The judi-
cial institute continued its mandatory human trafficking
course for all newly-hired judicial officials, including
prosecutors and judges.

Protection
The government made some progress to protect

victims of trafficking by officially opening its large-
capacity shelter for runaway domestic workers in
December 2014. Nonetheless, the government failed to
develop and implement formal procedures to proac-
tively identify trafficking victims among vulnerable
populations, such as for-
eign migrants, domestic
workers, and women in
prostitution. The govern-
ment did not develop or
implement a referral
mechanism to provide
adequate protection
services to victims. While
Article 12 of the anti-
trafficking law stipulates
public prosecutors may
refer a trafficking victim to an appropriate care facility
during an ongoing trial until the time of repatriation,
there was no indication this occurred in practice during
the reporting period. The 2013 anti-trafficking legisla-
tion did not stipulate providing protection from prose-
cution for victims who fled abusive employers. Workers
who left their employer’s residence without permission
risked criminal penalties and arrest, detention, and
deportation, even if they were fleeing from an abusive
sponsor. The threat of these consequences discour-
aged workers from appealing to police or other gov-
ernment authorities for protection and from obtaining
adequate legal redress for their exploitation. Embassy
contacts reported that some personally motivated
police officials helped to ensure trafficking victims
were not subjected to unwarranted incarceration.

Trafficking victims rarely
filed cases against their
employers, yet some vic-
tims who alleged non-
payment of wages
received a monetary set-
tlement for wages owed
from their employers.
The government report-
ed public prosecutors

sometimes tried cases on victims’ behalf if they were
unable to afford legal counsel while pursuing cases
against their employer or sponsor.

In December 2014,  the government off icial ly
opened its high capacity shelter for runaway domestic
workers only with 1,970 women receiving services and
assistance at the shelter; an unknown number of the
women were forced labor victims. It is unclear how
many of these women endured trafficking abuses. The
fully operational 700-bed facility served as a one-stop
facility, providing medical and psychological care,
assistance with repatriation, as well as access to offi-
cials from various ministries involved in filing cases
against employers. Victims were not able to leave the
facility unescorted. While the government previously
required women to receive referrals from foreign

embassies or international organizations before being
granted access to the shelter, it amended this regula-
tion in December 2014 to allow women access to the
shelter without a referral. There continued to be no
shelter or other protective services afforded for male
traff ick ing victims.  Domestic workers from the
Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, and other coun-

tries continued to seek
assistance at their
embassies;  some
s o u r c e - c o u n t r y
embassies reported pro-
viding shelter to at least
200 domestic workers
who ran away from their
employers.  To assist
embassies in repatriat-
ing trafficking victims,
the government directly

funded and coordinated with recruitment agencies to
purchase airline tickets. MOSAL and the newly estab-
lished Public Authority for Manpower paid approxi-
mately 100,000 Kuwaiti dinars (KD) ($350,000) to repa-
triate expat workers over the past two years. The MOI
also repatriated expatriate workers, but it sought a
refund of travel costs from the employers who spon-
sored the workers. The government also provided an
annual operating budget of 600,000 KD ($2,040,000)
for the new shelter. The government did not offer for-
eign trafficking victims legal alternatives to their
removal to countries in which they may face hardship
or retribution.

Prevention
The government sustained minimum efforts to pre-

vent human trafficking. The government did not have a
national body or a designated official responsible for
coordinating anti-trafficking efforts between ministries.
Nonetheless, the government conducted awareness
campaigns at Kuwait International Airport aimed at
educating newly-arriving domestic workers about the
services offered at the domestic workers’ shelter. The
government’s investigation of visa fraud rings led to the
closure of hundreds of labor recruitment firms and
resulted in the referral of hundreds of suspects for pros-
ecution; however, it did not indicate the alleged viola-
tions included trafficking crimes. Most of the referred
offenders would only be investigated and prosecuted
under the penal code with inadequate sentences in the
form of fines; of the several hundred people referred for
prosecution, only the executives of four companies
were investigated under the anti-trafficking law.
Nonetheless, the government did not report on prose-
cution of these individuals. The Public Authority for
Manpower was established during the reporting period,
but it lacked adequate numbers of labor inspectors and
did not cover domestic workers. The government did
not report efforts to reduce the demand for commer-
cial sex acts and forced labor. The government provid-
ed anti-trafficking training or guidance for its diplomat-
ic personnel. — US State Department

Kuwait in Tier 3 in US Department of

State Trafficking in Persons Report 2015
Ranking unchanged for eighth straight year

Government not taking
efforts to comply with mini-
mum standards to eliminate

trafficking

Government made weak
anti-trafficking law enforce-

ment efforts

Government failed to imple-
ment procedures to identify

trafficking victims among
populations

Around the world, criminals are
sel l ing people for  prof it .
Vulnerable women and girls form
the majority of human trafficking
victims, including those driven
into degrading sexual exploitation. 

Traff icked persons are often
tricked into ser vitude with the
false promise of a well-paid job.
Migrants crossing deadly seas and
burning deserts to escape conflict,
poverty and persecution are also
at  r isk  of  being traff icked.
Individuals can find themselves
alone in a foreign land where they
have been stripped of their pass-
por ts,  forced into debt and
exploited for labour.  Children and

young people can find their lives
stolen, their education blocked
and their dreams dashed. It is an
assault on their most basic human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

Criminal trafficking networks
thrive in countries where the rule
of law is weak and international
cooperation is difficult.  I call on all
countries to fight money launder-
ing and sign and ratify the UN
Conventions against corruption
and transnational organized crime,
including the latter’s human traf-
ficking protocol. 

We must also provide meaning-
ful assistance to those in need,
including protection and access to

justice and remedies. I applaud the
donors who have enabled the UN
Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of
Traff ick ing in Persons Fund to
assist thousands of people. At the
same time, I urge greater contribu-
tions to help the many million oth-
er victims of this crime move for-
ward with their lives. 

Every country must join togeth-
er to overcome this transnational
threat by supporting and protect-
ing victims while pursuing and
prosecuting the criminals. On the
World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons, let us resolve to act as
one in the name of justice and dig-
nity for all. 

UN Secretary-General’s message on the 

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

Government did not report
efforts to reduce demand for

commercial sex acts and
forced labor

KUWAIT: Day laborers can be found in many areas in Kuwait. Men stand around waiting for temporary jobs in this file photo. Often low skilled workers pay recruiters exorbitant sums of money on the promise of a job in Kuwait but
upon arriving find that they have no job, no money and no visas. Many turn to illegal activities to support themselves. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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India, South Africa, and even Rwanda would not
have risen if it was not for their ability to forgive
and be tolerant. On the other hand, Iraq, Syria,

Libya and Somalia were only destroyed by a strong
desire to avenge from all those affiliated to previous
regimes, which made them realize that achieving sta-
bility in their countries would only mean killing and
dragging bodies all around. Accordingly, they did
their best to keep things unsteady. Therefore, our
Arab countries will never be stable unless govern-
ments and regimes declare a general pardon that
wipes the past, with only one exception - in the case
of the deposed ungrateful Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Well, to avoid American politicians’ criticism for
such destructive vengeance, we would like to remind
them of what their ancestors did after winning their
independence from Britain in 1776 when they took
revenge from each and every American who had
once been heard singing the British royal anthem,
which was why tens of thousands of them fled
America northwards to establish their own country in
Canada. If only Americans had been more tolerant on
their independence, their borders would have
extended to the North Pole, and a British protec-
torate known as Canada would not have existed! 

Part of the destruction created in Arab countries is
based on the scorched earth policy where conflicting
powers in Iraq, Syria and Libya, for instance, tend to
destroy whatever they lay hands on to avoid utiliza-

tion by their opponents. The same was done by
Russia against the armies of Napoleon and Hitler and
the Yankees against the Southerners during the
American Civil War in what was known as the
‘Anaconda Operation’ that was led by the young
Yankee general William Sherman, who tore up each
and every stone in the southern states he invaded,
where he burnt everything, destroyed houses and
factories and killed both humans and beasts in what
historians marked as the first annihilation in modern
history. 

In this regard, the German field marshal and chief
of staff of the Prussian Army Moltke said: “What hap-
pened is unbelievable and terribly beyond imagina-
tion. What happened was all about their own country
and the war results were already determined and the
destroyers will eventually pay for what they
destroyed”. This is what is exactly what is being bril-
liantly done nowadays in our Arab countries!        

Finally, it is noteworthy that when the Lebanese
civil war started, one dollar was equal to two
Lebanese liras and conflicting powers raced to
destroy Lebanon’s buildings, economy and currency -
and now one US dollar is almost equal to two thou-
sand liras. The late martyr Rafiq Al-Hariri was the man
behind stopping the war and the currency deprecia-
tion. He called for peace and love amongst Lebanese
and was repaid by assassination. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Stupidity, intolerance destroy our countries

Al-Anbaa

By Sami Al-Nisf

Al-Jarida

Iused to hear about a woman named Shahrazad
when I was a little girl. Everybody was talking
about her with fascination, as all were enchanted

with her talk and stories that captivated a ruthless
man called Sharayar, telling him of stories and novels
out of her imagination. 

As I grew up, I got to know her and read all her sto-
ries and all I found were many strange stories of vari-
ous types. She once talked about people that are not
known to history. In another, she talks about cities
and countries that have no connection with the
world’s geography whatsoever; novels and stories
that were being plotted by heroes of men, women,
the elderly and children; and sometimes we find the
heroes as being strange beings and all were out of
imagination. 

Shahrazad relied on making the struggle based on
joy, pleasure, fear, punishment and illusions in build-
ing her stories to attract Shahrayar and make him live
a daily state in those stories and make him the focal
hero in each of her stories and her motive is to draw
his attention and excite him to delay the date of her
killing each night, so that she completes the story for
him the next night.

That was the Shahrazad of yesterday, and today
there are many who play the role of Sharazad in writ-
ing and draw attention to makes others another
Shahrayar, and here, some may ask what do I mean?

Today, some people play the role of Shahrazad,
bearing in mind, that the role of Sharazad in our day is
not limited to women only, but to some men also, to
become an outlet to draw the attention of others
through the manufacturing of false stories. In the
past, the characters of the One Thousand and One
Nights were out of imagination, but today those
preparing the dramatic network make its heroes out
of reality. Shahrazad relied on making the struggle to
make it between salvation and existence, but today,
the majority is making the struggle between the
heroes of their novels in order to attract the attention
of others.

Shahrazad in the past was talking for life, but
today, those who prefer the role of Sharazad do so to
focus on himself and that he always remains the
author of the story.

Some people may be surprised by linking the past
with the present, but this is what our reality has
become. Many of those who live among us, tell stories
whose heroes are from our societies, but what is
being told by Sharazad of the present are stories full
of lies, and are to fill gatherings and the society with
lies, but with regret, the majority in our societies are
getting excited and their wishes fulfilled by those lies
and stories, and the result is that all have become
lovers of “Sharazad.” —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Everyone loves

Shahrazad

Al-Anbaa

By Nermin Al-Hooti 

Crime
R e p o r t

Fake officer arrested

in Abdullah Al-Mubarak

KUWAIT: A citizen was recently arrested in Abdullah Al-
Mubarak with possession of five bags of heroin, a fake
Criminal Investigation ID, a fake civil ID, a vest with the
Ministry of Interior’s (MOI) logo on it and an electric stick.
Case papers indicate that a police patrol suspected a vehi-
cle parked in a dark area inside the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor parking area and on checking the vehicle, the
driver, who was very high, claimed to be a criminal investi-
gator and provided his civil and military ID, which turned
out to be fake. 

Domestic abuse

A female citizen recently filed a case accusing her hus-
band and his parents of beating her and taking away
her vehicle and other belongings after she returned to
her husband’s home holding a court order. A case was
filed and the assaulters are being summoned for fur-
ther investigations. In another incident, a Moroccan
woman married to a citizen recently filed a complaint
against him at Adan police station, accusing her hus-
band of brutally beating her over family disputes. The
woman provided medical reports stating her injuries
and the husband is being summoned pending further
investigations.

Daughter attacked

A citizen recently filed a complaint against three Syrian
men and an Egyptian woman at Nogra police station,
accusing them of assaulting his daughter. The father said
that the four lured his daughter to meet them and then
they beat her for reasons he did not explain. The daughter
said that she does not know the assailants’ intentions
toward her. A case was filed and further investigations are
in progress. 

Robbery

An Arab expat reported that three unknown robbers
stopped him in Nugra and that when he resisted them,
they stabbed him and fled the scene. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress. Similarly, the
owner of a beauty salon in Rega’ie reported that two
unknown women barged into her place, beat her and
stole KD 450 from the cash box. In another incident, a
Syrian reported that an unknown robber broke open
his vehicle and stole KD 9,000 cash, only an hour after
withdrawing the money from the bank, said security
sources. 

Corruption

News
i n  b r i e f

Residency violation

fine to double

KUWAIT: The residency directorate headed by Major
General Talal Maarafi had submitted a study to Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammed Al-Khalid Al-Sabah sug-
gesting increasing the fines paid for violating residency
visa validity by 100 percent, from KD 2 to KD 4 per day,
well-informed sources said. Maarafi justified the sugges-
tion by the fact that residency violators had been
increasing, apparently because the fine was too little
and they took it lightly. On another concern, the sources
said that the directorate has recently started providing
local hotels with special facilities concerning the issue
of tourist visit visas by responding to the applications
made within a maximum of two hours by notifying
applying hotels whether the applications were
approved or not. —Al-Anbaa 

Kuwait Airways pilot
interrogated on arrival

KUWAIT: Arriving to Kuwait after being summoned
by the minister of communications, Essa Al-Kandari,
the Kuwait Airways (KAC) pilot who had reportedly
allowed a female British porn star into his plane’s
cockpit during a flight from London to USA was
immediately subjected to interrogations at Kuwait
International Airport, said informed sources.  The
sources added that the pilot was interrogated from
1:00 to 7:00 pm by a committee comprising of KAC
senior officials and members of its legal committee.
“The interrogation focused on allowing the girl into
the cockpit and how the photos were taken,” said
the sources noting that the pilot would still be sub-
ject to further three-day interrogations. —Al-Jarida 

First Ring Road to be
renamed after Sabah I

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that the cabinet
had recently sent a letter to the municipal council
requesting naming the First Ring Road, Sabah I, after
the first emir of Kuwait, Sabah Bin Jaber, and that the
council’s chairman, Muhalhel Al-Khalid would request
an immediate meeting to discuss the request and
approve the new name in a few days. —Al-Jarida

Accidental arrest

A citizen who had been wanted for a KD 65,000 worth
financial claim was recently arrested by chance when his
Indian employee who worked in his illegal and unlicensed
‘mobile’ grocery in Kabd was arrested, said security sources.
After being arrested, the grocer called his sponsor from the
police station and told him the story. However, on arriving
to the police station and handing over his ID to finish the
procedures, the sponsor himself was found to be wanted
and was arrested. 

Corruption

Corruption

Corruption

Corruption

Drug arrest

A drug addict was recently arrested in Sabah Al-Nasser,
said security sources. Suspecting him, a police patrol asked
the suspect to pull over but instead of stopping, he threw a
bag out of his vehicle and drove away. Picking the bag,
policemen found it loaded with 106 psychotropic pills, two
bags of heroin and syringes already loaded and ready for
use. Policemen chased the suspect and forced him stop
but the suspect tried to flee on foot before he was finally
caught and referred to relevant authorities. 

Stolen sheep

A stateless man who owns a ranch in Kabd recently
reported a juvenile related to him of stealing six sheep
from his ranch, said security sources. According to the
man, the sheep’s estimated value was over KD 1,200. A
case was filed and further investigations are in
progress pending the arrest of the suspect. 

One killed in crash

An Asian truck driver was killed when he lost control over
his truck and it turned over near Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge in
Subbiya, said security sources. 

Husband steals phone 

A citizen filed a case accusing his wife who is a citizen
of stealing his mobile phone. Sensing it was only a
malicious accusation, the officer-in-charge called the
wife, informing her that her husband was filing a case
against her. The wife immediately went to the police
station and handed over the mobile phone but her
husband insisted on filing the case on grounds that
she had violated his privacy. 

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry has
withdrawn the passports of support-
ers of the Islamic State (IS) terrorist
group in a bid to ensure that sympa-
thizers do not engage in evil acts or
reckless behavior that would harm
Kuwait, security sources told Al-Anbaa
daily.

“We cannot detain them without
legal grounds, but we did summon
them and informed them very clearly
that we were fully aware of their tenden-
cies and orientations,” the sources said.

Non-Kuwaiti supporters, including
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) citi-
zens, will be deported to their home

countries alongside full reports under
the legal article of “Public Interest”
along with full report about their ori-
entations and activities, the sources
said.

The state top security agency also
warned the sympathizers they were
under constant monitoring and that
their movements and contacts were
being closely watched, the sources
added. “We are applying a zero toler-
ance policy towards anyone who is
involved in any act of terror and under
any form, be it through direct support,
plotting, scheming, or harboring sus-
pects,” the security agency told the

sympathizers.
At least 15 Kuwaiti officers move

between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to
exchange information and details and
to work with their Saudi counterparts
on tracking and monitoring extrem-
ists, the sources said. “The security
database in Kuwait has details about
IS sympathizers and extremists in
Kuwait and the other GCC countries
and has contributed to the arrest of
several wanted elements,” he said,
adding that close cooperation
between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait on
security matters has been strength-
ened recently. —Al-Anbaa

Kuwait withdraws passports from

IS sympathizers, deports others

Cabinet to solve housing

problems by purchasing

South Khaitan plots

KUWAIT: It seems that the sluggish pace of purchasing South
Khaitan lands to use them to build housing units, which
already started in 2010, is finally speeding up to help reduce
the number of citizens waiting to be granted housing units. 

In this regard, the Cabinet made a number of very signifi-
cant decisions in the very first meeting following the Eid
vacation, which including protecting national security and
solving the housing problem by purchasing blocks 3 and 4 in
South Khaitan for KD 3 billion. “Such a step would help solve
the housing problem by preventing real estate merchants
from taking advantage of citizens’ need for housing,” said
informed sources, noting that citizens would pay reasonable
prices for land plots they would get according to the area
and location.

The sources added that the land plots would be sold for
the highest possible prices through public auctions as stip-
ulated in law number 105/1980 in order to protect public
property. “The auction would be open to everybody includ-
ing applicants for state-provided housing units, but will not
be limited to them because the finance ministry had paid
the original owners considerable amounts of money that
will not be recovered if bidders were limited to the appli-
cants,” explained the sources, noting that 1,198 land plots
with an area of 400 m would be offered for sale in the auc-
tion. —Al-Rai/Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: Warba Bank’s ‘Transfer Your
Salary’ Campaign received a very posi-
tive response from customers in the
Avenues where the Bank provided
customers with an opportunity to
receive cash prizes reaching up to KD
150 immediately when the customer
transfers his/her salary to Warba Bank.
In addition to this exciting offer, cus-
tomers who opened an account on
the spot were given a chance to win a
new mobile instantly. 

The Bank’s sales teams were pres-
ent at the Avenues stand to educate
customers on the benefits of the pro-
motion, helping them to enroll and
responding to their relevant enquiries.
Mall goers were kept up to date with
the campaign’s details and conditions,
as well as the benefits of transferring
their salary to Warba Bank, which ful-
fils customer ’s financial banking
requirements and provides them with
the best services through the innova-
tive products and offers fulfilling local
mark

‘Transfer Your Salary’ Campaign

allows customers who transfer their
salaries to Warba Bank to receive cash
prizes reaching up to KD 150, where-
by customer salary segment from KD
500 to KD 999 will receive KD 100 and
customers with salaries ranging
between KD 1,000 - KD 1,499 will
receive KD 125. Al Safwa account spe-
cial customers with salaries that
exceed KD 1,500 will receive KD 150.

Warba Bank continues to differenti-
ate itself from peers by providing its
customers with a set of services that
include immediate issuance of the
ATM card with a free SMS service and
special benefits to card holders
enabling them to enter VIP lounges at
most international airports for free. In
addition customers will receive a pre-
paid card from “My Box” which pro-
vides the customer with a local P.O
Box in United States of America,
United Kingdom, and United Arab
Emirates and China.

‘Transfer Your Salary’ campaign
from Warba Bank targets all employed
and retired Kuwaiti nationals with

salaries exceeding KD 500, newly
hired Kuwaitis entering the workforce
both at the public and private sector
for the first time. And residents expa-
triates in the State of Kuwait receiving
salaries of KD 1000 and above.

It is worth noting that Warba Bank
provides Lamar account targeting
working women in the public and pri-
vate sectors with salaries ranging
between KD 500 and KD 1499. In addi-
tion to all the advantages of possess-
ing this account, customers can also
enjoy private and exclusive services
and promotional offers that fulfill their
requirements and satisfy their expec-
tations. Warba Bank also provides a
range of services including the Saving
Investment account through which
customers receive competitive quar-
terly profits directly transferred to
their accounts. 

For more information about
‘Transfer Your Salary’ campaign, cus-
tomers are invited to contact our
Customer Service Center on 1825555,
or visit any of the Bank branches.

Warba Bank’s ‘Transfer your Salary’

campaign: Great success at Avenues
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BRUSSELS: NATO strongly backed Turkey’s fight
against Islamic State militants in Syria at emergency
talks yesterday but some countries expressed con-
cerns that strikes on Kurdish fighters could torpedo
peace talks with the rebels. The rare meeting held
at Turkey’s request came as an uncompromising
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he could not
continue negotiations with the Kurds amid attacks
on Turkish targets. Turkish jets later hit Kurdish mili-
tants in southeastern Turkey after the group fired
on security forces, the army said, stepping up a
campaign that Ankara has launched in parallel with
its strikes on IS, despite the Kurds’ bitter opposition
to the jihadists.

“All allies expressed their strong support for
Turkey and we all stand together in solidarity with
Turkey. We strongly condemn the terrorist attacks,”
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said after the meeting
of the alliance’s ambassadors in Brussels. Stoltenberg

said Turkey had not asked for military help-the
alliance’s only Muslim member has the second
largest armed forces in NATO after the United States-
and he welcomed its increased effort against IS.

Turkey requested the meeting of all 28 North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation nations after a devas-
tating suicide bombing blamed on IS militants in
the largely Kurdish border town of Suruc last week
in which 32 people were killed. The Kurds, however,
suspect the Turkish government of colluding with
IS-a charge Ankara categorically denies-and in the
Suruc aftermath the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK) claimed several deadly attacks against
police. Once-reluctant Ankara then launched
attacks against IS targets in Syria and Kurd posi-
tions in northern Iraq, despite the fact that Kurdish
forces have won some of the biggest military suc-
cesses against the jihadists. Turkey also agreed with
the United States to create an “IS-free zone” in

northern Syria and dropped its previous refusal to
let US aircraft use its Incirlik airbase to launch
attacks on the jihadists.

Erdogan says peace ‘impossible’ 
Erdogan-whose relations with his Western allies

have been bedevilled by human rights concerns-
insisted Ankara would press its attacks to the full
and said he considered peace talks with the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) dead in the
water. “It is not possible to carry on the (peace)
process with those who target our national unity
and brotherhood,” Erdogan told reporters before
leaving on a visit to China.

“Any step back is out of the question.” Erdogan
added that a safe zone would help the return of 1.7
million Syrian refugees in Turkey. The violence con-
tinued yesterday, with a Turkish army sergeant shot
dead by a Kurdish militant near the Iraqi border, the

army said. Two Turkish F-16 jets later made “direct
hits” on PKK targets in a mountainous region bor-
dering Iraq, the army said.

The air strikes are believed to the first on
Kurdish militants inside Turkey since a 2011
botched raid by F-16 jets that killed 34 civilians,
mainly cigarette smugglers. Ankara, which along
with its Western allies officially considers the PKK a
terrorist organisation, launched peace negotiations
with the group’s jailed leader Abdullah Ocalan in
late 2012 and agreed a truce.

The sudden change of course in recent days has
raised questions in Western capitals over whether
Ankara, fearful of seeing a Kurdish state emerge on
its southern border, is more interested in limiting
Kurdish capabilities than in tackling IS. German
Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen said
Tuesday she had told her Turkish counterpart that
Berlin backed Ankara in the fight against IS but had

“concerns over the intervention against the PKK.” “I
said forcefully that in any peace process there had
to be restraint, and that the peace process with the
Kurds in Turkey should not be disturbed nor aban-
doned,” von der Leyen said during a trip to Mali.
The Netherlands ambassador to NATO, Marjanne
de Kwaasteniet, said “reconciliation should contin-
ue” between Turkey and the PKK.

The European Commission said its president
Jean-Claude Juncker meanwhile called Turkish
Premier Ahmet Davutoglu at the weekend to
back “robust action against IS”, but that he
“stressed the need for proportionality in all
actions against the PKK.” Around 30 Kurdish rep-
resentatives rallied outside the European
Parliament in Brussels as the NATO talks were tak-
ing place. “Turkey is not waging war against IS but
against the Kurdish people,” said Zubeyir Aydar of
the Kurdish National Congress. — AFP

NATO vows solidarity with Turkey over IS
Turkish planes strike Kurdish militants 

BRUSSELS: Demonstrators shout slogans while holding pictures of victims of a suicide bombing in the Turkish southeastern town of Suruc last week during a protest in Brussels yesterday. NATO gave its strong
backing to Turkey’s fight against “terrorism” at an emergency meeting called to discuss Ankara’s strikes against Islamic State fighters and Kurdish rebels. The talks in Brussels came as President Tayyip Erdogan
insisted that Turkey would press on with the dual offensive against two mutually hostile groups despite questions about his country’s motives. — AFP

TRIPOLI: A Libyan court yesterday sentenced
Muammar Gaddafi’s most prominent son, Saif
al-Islam, and eight others to death over war
crimes including killings of protesters during
the 2011 revolution that ended his father’s rule.

The former Gaddafi regime officials sen-
tenced to die by firing squad included former
intelligence chief Abdullah al-Senussi and ex-
prime minister Baghdadi al-Mahmoudi, Sadiq
al-Sur, chief investigator at the Tripoli state pros-
ecutor’s office, told a televised news conference
in the capital.  The trial process and outcome
drew condemnation abroad, with Human
Rights Watch and a prominent international
lawyer saying it was riddled with legal flaws
and carried out amid widespread lawlessness
undermining the credibility of the judiciary.
Eight ex-officials received life sentences and
seven jail terms of 12 years each, Sadiq said.
Four of the 37 defendants were acquitted, oth-
ers got shorter jail terms.  Muammar Gaddafi
himself was killed by rebel forces after being
captured following months on the run.  Sadiq
did not spell out the charges on which the ver-
dict was based, saying this should await the
expected written ruling.  Defendants had been
accused of a range of offences including war
crimes and crimes against humanity involving
the use of deadly force to suppress demonstra-
tions, as well as corruption.  The verdict on Saif
al-Islam was passed in absentia since he has
been held since 2011 by a former rebel group in

Zintan, a mountainous western region beyond
central government control.  Internal armed
conflict has split Libya into factional fiefdoms.  

Dressed in blue prison uniforms and seated
in a black cage, 29 of the defendants including
Senussi and Mahmoudi were present for yester-
day’s verdict. One of them began shouting after
the ruling was read out before being led away.
Other defendants were being held in Misrata, a
western city loyal to the current authorities in
Tripoli.  Saif appeared by video link only at the
start of the trial.  The Zintanis have refused to
hand him over, saying they do not trust authori-
ties in Tripoli to make sure he does not escape,
but agreed to let him be tried there. The sen-
tences can be appealed and must be confirmed
by Libya’s Supreme Court, but legal experts and
rights advocates said the proceeding was taint-
ed and politicised from the start.

Justice under fire in Libya
New York-based Human Rights Watch

(HRW) said defence lawyers lacked full and
timely access to case files and several had been
unable to meet with clients in private while two
had quit after receiving threats. “There are seri-
ous questions about whether judges and pros-
ecutors can be truly independent where utter
lawlessness prevails and certain groups are
unashamedly shielded from justice,” Joe Stork,
HRW’s deputy Middle East and North Africa
director, said in an emailed statement.

“This trial was held in the midst of an armed
conflict and a country divided by war where
impunity has become the norm ...  The victims
of the serious crimes committed during the
2011 uprising deserve justice, but that can only
be delivered through fair and transparent pro-
ceedings,” Stork said.  The International Criminal
Court (ICC) had wanted to try Saif al-Islam and
Senussi in The Hague but in 2013 granted Libya
the right to do so at home despite doubts
about the impartiality and competence of its
judicial system.

John Jones, a British lawyer hired to repre-
sent Saif al-Islam before the ICC, said a “show tri-
al” led to the death sentences. “The whole thing
is illegitimate from start to finish ... It’s judicially
sanctioned execution,” Jones said.  The ICC does
not allow the death penalty.  The trial began in
April 2014 before fighting between rival fac-
tions in Tripoli erupted, and the power struggle
has loomed large in the unravelling of state
authority around the vast, oil-producing North
African country. Tripoli is now controlled by a
self-declared government set up after an armed
faction called Libya Dawn seized the capital in
August, expelling the internationally recog-
nised government, which then decamped to far
eastern Libya.  Fighting involving remnants of
the armed forces, ex-rebel groups, regional
tribes and Islamist militants has sewn chaos in
Libya and thwarted any post-Gaddafi transition
toward democracy. — Reuters

ZINTAN: In this Saturday, Nov. 19, 2011 file photo, Seif al-Islam is seen after his capture in the cus-
tody of revolutionary fighters in Zintan. A court in the Libyan capital has sentenced Seif al-Islam to
death over killings during the country’s 2011 uprising. The Tripoli court handed down the sentence
yesterday for Seif al-Islam, who is currently being held by a militia that refuses to hand him over to
the central government. The court sentenced eight others to death as well, including former Libyan
spy chief Abdullah al-Senoussi.  — AP

Libyan court sentences Gaddafi

son, other ex-officials to death



I N T E R N AT ION A L
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2015

NICOSIA: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said yesterday that
Iran posed a “formidable” threat to
Europe, accusing its proxy Hezbollah of
operating cells across the continent.  Just
last month, a member of the Lebanese
Shiite militant group was jailed in Cyprus
for plotting attacks on Israeli targets on
the Mediterranean island.  Netanyahu, on
an official visit to Nicosia, said “Iran and
Hezbollah organise a terrorist network
that covers over 30 countries on five con-
tinents, including just about every coun-
try in Europe.” Iran and leading world
powers signed a deal this month on
Tehran’s controversial nuclear pro-

gramme, an accord the Israeli leader criti-
cised as a “stunning, historic mistake”.

Netanyahu said Israel and Cyprus
were faced with the dual dangers of Iran
and the extremist attacks perpetrated by
the Islamic State group, which controls
large parts of Iraq and Syria.

“ISIS obviously endangers European
societies, Western societies, African soci-
eties, the whole world,” the premier said,
using an alternative acronym for IS. 

“These are two formidable dangers.
They are expressed in many weapons, in
many attacks, but the most prevalent
one that concerns Cyprus and Europe is
of course the terrorism that emanates

from these areas,” he added.  Last month,
a Cypriot court jailed a Lebanese-
Canadian man for six years after he
pleaded guilty to terror charges linked to
8.2 tonnes of potential bomb-making
material found in his home. 

Authorities said the man was a mem-
ber of the military wing of Hezbollah and
had helped the group plan “terrorist
attacks” on “Israeli interests in Cyprus”.
Cyprus is not known for its militant activi-
ty despite its proximity to the Middle
East.

But in 2013, a Cypriot court sentenced
a Lebanon-born Swedish man who
admitted he was a Hezbollah member, to

four years in jail after he was found guilty
of targeting Israelis on the island.

A botched bomb attack on the Israeli
embassy in 1988 claimed the lives of
three people.

Israel has repeatedly criticised the Iran
nuclear deal and insists it is not bound to
respect Tehran’s accord with the West.
Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades
said he and Netanyahu had discussed
the accord, adding that Cyprus expressed
“hope that this deal will help generate
stability... and assist in addressing the
security concerns of the State of Israel”.

Tuesday’s talks also focussed on secu-
rity, defence and the exploration of oil

and gas reserves in the eastern
Mediterranean, according to
Anastasiades.  The Aphrodite field, dis-
covered off Cyprus’ southeast coast in
2011, is estimated to contain between
3.6 trillion and 6 trillion cubic feet (102
billion-170 billion cubic metres) of gas. 

Israel has found large reserves off its
own shoreline and the two countries are
looking to cooperate on energy issues
such as exporting Israeli nature gas.

“We think that by cooperating with
each other we think that we can take it
(natural gas) out more easily and market
it better to the betterment of both our
societies,” Netanyahu said. —AFP

Iran a ‘formidable’ danger to Europe: Netanyahu

TIKRIT: In this Sunday, March 15, 2015, file photo, young Shiite volunteer militia fighters pose for a photo before battling against Islamic State
fighters in Tikrit, Iraq. The Associated Press has found that militia forces battling the Islamic State group are actively training children under 18
years old. — AP

BAGHDAD: A quiet middle-class Shiite neigh-
borhood in western Baghdad was transformed
recently into a mini-boot camp, training
teenagers for battle against the Islamic State
group.

The Shiite boys and young men ran through
its normally placid streets carrying out mock
exercises for urban warfare since the toughest
battles against the Sunni extremists are likely to
involve street fighting. They were taught how to
hold, control and aim light weapons, though
they didn’t fire them.

In cities from Baghdad to Basra, summer
camps set up by the Popular Mobilization Forces,
Iraq’s largest militia umbrella group, are training
teens and boys as young as middle school age
after the country’s top Shiite cleric issued an
edict calling on students to use their school
vacations to prepare for battle if they are need-
ed. With dozens of such camps around the coun-
try, hundreds of students have gone through the
training though it is impossible to say how many
went on to fight the Sunni extremists since
those who do so go independently. Of around
200 cadets in a training class visited by The
Associated Press, about half were under the age
of 18, with some as young as 15. Several said
they intended to join their fathers and older
brothers on the front lines.

It ’s yet another way minors are being
dragged into Iraq’s brutal war as the military,
Shiite militias and Kurdish fighters battle to take
back territory from Islamic State militants, who
seized much of the country’s north and west
over the past year. The Sunni extremists have
aggressively enlisted children as young as 10 for
combat, as suicide bombers and as executioners
in their horrifying videos.

Among those training this month in the
streets of Baghdad, 15-year-old Jaafar Osama
said he used to want to be an engineer when he
grew up, but now he wants to be a fighter. His
father is a volunteer fighting with the Shiite mili-
tias in Anbar and his older brother is fighting in
Beiji, north of Baghdad.

“God willing, when I complete my training I
will join them, even if it means sacrificing my life
to keep Iraq safe,” he said.

Earlier this summer, the AP saw over a dozen
armed young boys, some as young as 10,
deployed on the front line with the Shiite militias
in western Anbar province.

Honor to serve Iraq
Baghdad natives Hussein Ali, 12, and his

cousin Ali Ahsan, 14, said they joined their
fathers on the battlefield after they finished their
final exams. Carrying AK-47’s, they paced around
the Anbar desert, boasting of their resolve to lib-
erate the predominantly Sunni province from IS
militants.

“It’s our honor to serve our country,” Hussein
Ali said, adding that some of his schoolmates
were also fighting. When asked if he was afraid,
he smiled and said no.

The training program could have serious
implications for the US-led coalition, which sup-
ports the Iraqi government but has distanced
itself from the Iranian-backed militias. The U.S.
does not work directly with the Popular
Mobilization Forces, but they receive weapons
and funding from the Iraqi government and are
trained by the Iraqi military, which receives its
training from the U.S.

The Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008

says the US cannot provide certain forms of mili-
tary support, including foreign military financing
and direct commercial sales to governments
that recruit and use child soldiers or support
paramilitaries or militias that do.

When informed of the AP findings, the US
Embassy in Baghdad issued a statement saying
the US was “very concerned by the allegations
on the use of child soldiers in Iraq among some
Popular Mobilization Forces in the fight against
ISIL,” using an acronym for the militant group.
“We have strongly condemned this practice
around the world and will continue to do so.”
Last year, when IS took over the northern city of
Mosul, stormed to the doorstep of Baghdad and
threatened to destroy Shiite holy sites, Iraq’s top
Shiite cleric, Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, called on the
public to volunteer to fight. His influence was so
great that hundreds of thousands of men came
forward to join the hastily-established Popular
Mobilization Forces along with some of the
long-established Shiite militias, most of which
receive support from Iran.

Then, on June 9, as schools let out, al-Sistani
issued a new fatwa urging young people in col-
lege, high school and even middle school to use
their summer vacations to “contribute to (the
country’s) preservation by training to take up
arms and prepare to fend off risk, if this is
required.”

Lessons in self-defense
A spokesman for the Popular Mobilization

Forces, Kareem al-Nouri, said the camps give

“lessons in self-defense” and underage volun-
teers are expected to return to school by
September, not go to the front.

A spokesman for the Iraqi prime minister’s
office echoed that. There may be “some isolated
incidents” of underage fighters joining combat
on their own, Saad al-Harithi told the AP. “But
there has been no instruction by the Marjaiyah
(the top Shiite religious authority) or the Popular
Mobilization Forces for children to join the bat-
tle.” “We are a government that frowns upon chil-
dren going to war,” he said.

But the line between combat training and
actually joining combat is weakly enforced by
the Popular Mobilization Forces. Multiple militias
operate under its umbrella, with fighters loyal to
different leaders who often act independently.

Donatella Rovera, Amnesty International’s
senior crisis response adviser, said that if the
Shiite militias are using children as fighters,
“then the countries that are supporting them are
in violation of the UN Convention” on the Rights
of the Child.

“If you are supporting the Iraqi army, then by
extension, you are supporting” the Popular
Mobilization Forces, she said. The UN convention
does not ban giving military training to minors.
But Jo Becker, the advocacy director of the chil-
dren’s rights division at Human Rights Watch,
said that it puts children at risk.

“Governments like to say, ‘Of course, we can
recruit without putting children in harm’s way,’
but in a place of conflict, those landscapes blur
very quickly,” she said. —AP

Summer camp for Iraqi Shiite

boys: Training to fight IS
Many intend to join fathers and brothers on the front lines

TEHRAN: EU foreign policy chief Federica
Mogherini was in Tehran yesterday for talks
on implementing this month’s historic
nuclear deal between Iran and the major
powers.  As the European Union’s high rep-
resentative, Mogherini was a lead negotia-
tor for the six powers in the long-running
diplomacy that culminated in the July 14
agreement.

She flew in from talks in Iran’s regional
rival Saudi Arabia, whose leaders told her
of their deep misgivings about Tehran’s
intentions.  Riyadh has not publicly con-
demned the agreement but the deal has
come under furious attack by Israel and
Republican lawmakers in the US Congress.
Mogherini will meet Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif in Tehran before a
joint news conference at 1130 GMT.

Her visit “will provide an opportunity for
exchanges on the implementation of the
agreement” on which she “will continue to
play a coordinating role,” her office said.

Under the deal, Iran must take measures
at its nuclear facilities to satisfy UN moni-
tors of their peaceful nature. In return, the
powers must finalise the mechanism for
the lifting of UN and Western sanctions.

The deal has been strongly welcomed in
Tehran with officials lining up to back the
government’s success in securing relief
from crippling sanctions in exchange for
curbs on some but not all of its nuclear
activities.  As the agreement goes under a
potentially bruising review in the US
Congress, President Barack Obama has
defended it as the best way to avoid
nuclear proliferation and another possible
conflict in the Middle East.  Iran has always
denied seeking an atomic weapon but the
deal has not put a stop to the accusations

of its arch critics that the bomb is its even-
tual aim.

Iran, Saudi at loggerheads 
Obama has sought to head off the criti-

cism by stressing that the deal does not
preclude military action if Iran welches on
its side of the bargain, comments that have
met with a frosty reception in Tehran.  The
nuclear deal has further strained Iran’s rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia, already troubled
by Saudi-led military intervention against
fellow Shiites in Yemen.

On Monday, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel
al-Jubeir denounced “aggressive state-
ments” by Tehran, in an apparent reference
to charges by his Iranian counterpart that
“some countries... want conflict and war in
this region.” Zarif did not name Saudi
Arabia but his remarks during a visit to
Kuwait on Sunday came after Bahrain, a
Sunni-ruled kingdom with a Shiite majority,
accused two men of smuggling weapons
into its territory from Iran.  Zarif dismissed
the claims as a “baseless” attempt to pre-
vent any progress or cooperation between
Iran and  Gulf states.

Jubeir said he brought up the “unac-
ceptable” Iranian remarks during Monday’s
talks with Mogherini, in which he was also
briefed about safeguards included in this
month’s nuclear agreement.

Mogherini’s trips to Riyadh and Tehran
are the latest in a string of regional visits by
top Western officials following the Iran
accord.  French Foreign Minister Laurent
Fabius will travel to Tehran on Wednesday. 

How he will be received “will for us be
an evaluation of Iran’s behaviour,”
President Francois Hollande said on
Monday.  —AFP

Top EU diplomat in 

Iran for nuke deal talks

TEHRAN: In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian
Presidency, Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani, right, meets with European Union for-
eign policy chief Federica Mogherini, second left, and the European Union’s political
director Helga Schmid, left, at the president’s office in Tehran, Iran, yesterday. An
unidentified interpreter sits at second right. — AP

Air strikes and clashes 

shatter Yemen truce
ADEN:  A humanitarian truce in Yemen has
failed to take hold after Saudi-led war-
planes resumed raids yesterday on rebels,
who clashed with loyalists, military sources
said. Iran, which backs the Shiite Huthi
rebels, accused its Sunni regional rival
Riyadh of “playing with fire and with the
ceasefire”.  An international rights group,
meanwhile, urged the United Nations to
investigate air strikes last week that killed
scores of civilians, calling them an “appar-
ent war crime”.

The five-day truce that began on
Monday was unilaterally declared by the
pro-government Arab coalition led by
Saudi Arabia to allow the delivery of des-
perately needed relief supplies.

But the coalition, which began its air
campaign against the Shiite Huthi rebels
and their allies in late March, had said it
also reserved the right to strike against any
military movement by the insurgents.  Air
strikes targeted rebels north of Aden,
Yemen’s second city, most of which was
recaptured by loyalists last week after four
months of ferocious fighting, military
sources said.

Raids also struck rebels in nearby Lahj
province, where forces loyal to exiled
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi have
tightened the noose on insurgents in the
strategic Al-Anad airbase.

Three air strikes targeted a rebel convoy
near Sabr, north of Aden, where loyalists
had advanced over the past days, military
sources said.

Saudis ‘playing with fire’ 
Other raids hit a building occupied by

insurgents in Jaawala-also north of Aden-

and an overnight strike hit rebels in Marib
east of Sanaa, witnesses said.

Fighting around Aden has killed 28 peo-
ple since Monday, among them 22 rebels,
two civilians and two pro-Hadi southern
fighters, city health chief Al-Khader Laswar
said. On Monday, coalition warplanes mis-
takenly hit positions of pro-government
forces in Lahj, killing 12 people and wound-
ing 30, military sources and witnesses said.

Iran’s deputy foreign minister, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, accused Riyadh Tuesday
of stirring regional unrest.

“Saudi Arabia, by committing a strategic
error in attacking Yemen, is playing with
fire and today is playing with the ceasefire,”
Iranian state television quoted him as say-
ing. “The continued use of force in Yemen
highlights the lack of security and pro-
motes terrorism in the region,” Amir-
Abdollahian said.  Human Rights Watch,
meanwhile, called on the United Nations to
investigate coalition air strikes that hit resi-
dential areas, condemning them as an
“apparent war crime.”

Last week, coalition aircraft repeatedly
struck two compounds housing the fami-
lies of workers at the Mokha Steam Power
Plant, killing 65 civilians, the New York-
based watchdog said.

“With no evident military target, this
attack appears to be a war crime,” said HRW
senior emergencies researcher Ole Solvang.

Ahead of the unilateral ceasefire, which
took effect from midnight Sunday, UN chief
Ban Ki-moon made a plea for all sides to
“agree to and maintain the humanitarian
pause for the sake of all the Yemeni peo-
ple”.  The rebels said they were not consult-
ed about the truce.—AFP

BEIRUT: Kurdish authorities who control a grow-
ing area of Syria have ambitious spending plans
for their territory, pointing to the rising influence
of a minority that believes it is the real target of
Turkey’s intervention in the Syrian war.

The Kurdish-led administration has already
redrawn the map of northern Syria and its mili-
tia, the People’s Protection Units (YPG), is gain-
ing further ground from Islamic State, helped by
air support from a U.S.-led alliance.

Its prime minister, Akram Hasso, says spend-
ing will  double this year from 2014 as the
authorities provide services for a greater popula-
tion due to the territorial gains.

“We have started projects: health, sewerage,
medical, agricultural projects, and local munici-
pality services,” said Hasso, who heads the
autonomous administration of the northeast,
known as Jazeera province, that was set up last
year to fill a vacuum left by the retreating Syrian
state.

“Now, the local municipalities are undertak-
ing a project to asphalt the roads in all the cities
of the region,” he said in an interview with
Reuters conducted via Skype.

In 2016, the budget will hit at least 15 billion
Syrian pounds ($55 million), nearly six times
higher than last year.

Kurds live as minorities in Syria, Turkey, Iraq
and Iran.  Although none of the populations has
its own state, Kurds have ruled an autonomous
region of northern Iraq since the early 1990s
which borders the area now run by Kurds in

northeastern Syria. Syria’s Kurds deny they want
to establish their own state, but Turkey is
alarmed by their territorial gains which it fears
could stir separatism among its own Kurdish
minority. This concern is seen as a motivation
behind the air strikes Ankara has launched in
recent days against Islamic State in Syria and the
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) in Turkey and Iraq.

‘The Rojava Revolution’
Turkey’s intervention has put the Syrian

Kurdish administration on guard: its three
regions, or cantons, issued a joint statement on
Sunday asserting their legitimate right to self-
defence against any “flagrant aggression”.

However, a Turkish official had said earlier
that the PYD, the YPG’s political arm, fell “outside
the scope” of its operation targeting Islamic State
in northern Syria.

The PYD is affiliated to the PKK, although
Hasso describes himself as a political independ-
ent.

US officials say talks are underway on estab-
lishing a Syrian safe zone along the border with
Turkey in an area to be cleared of Islamic State
fighters and taken over by rebels regarded as
moderates by Washington and Ankara. The idea,
long advocated by Ankara, is viewed with suspi-
cion by the Syrian Kurds. Hasso said Turkey want-
ed to drive a wedge between the Kurdish region
of Afrin in northwestern Syria and Kobani and
Jazeera further to the east. Collectively, the
Kurds call these regions Rojava.—Reuters

Syrian Kurds’ spending plans 

reflect rising ambition



JUPITER: People gather during a candlelight vigil and paper balloon release at
Jupiter Inlet Park, Monday, for teenagers Austin Stephanos and Perry Cohen in
Jupiter, Fla. The teens were last seen Friday afternoon buying fuel near Jupiter and
were believed to have been heading toward the Bahamas. — AP
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WASHINGTON:  A lot of Republicans would
like Donald Trump to go away. But not too far.

The prospect that Trump might eventually
leave the Republican primaries and run for
president on his own has started to cast a
shadow on the race, reviving memories of
Ross Perot, Ralph Nader and the chills their
third-party campaigns gave to Republicans
and Democrats in turn. To Republican pollster
Frank Luntz, a third-party Trump campaign
would mean, quite simply, “President Hillary
Clinton.” Democratic strategist Maria Cardona,
who is close to the Clinton campaign, agrees:
“He’s the greatest gift we have.”

Not all Republicans foresee the apoca-
lypse if Trump goes rogue. But they’re worried
just the same. The party’s best bet may be to
see him ground down in the Republican con-
test with the hope his supporters will disperse
to others in the field. Trump calls an inde-
pendent run “highly unlikely” but says it
depends on “how well I’m treated” by party
leaders. Here are five things to consider as
Trump refuses to rule out a third-party effort.

WHERE DOES HE STAND?
Polls this soon in the contest can be good

at finding flavor-of-the-month favorites, not
at judging who’s got staying power. The
almost universal expectation is that Trump
will sink from his lofty poll heights as first-

blush sensations have done in the past: for-
mer US Rep. Michele Bachmann and former
Texas Gov. Rick Perry to name just two.

Yet the polls this time are more than fin-
gers in a fickle wind. They determine the 10,
out of 16 candidates, who will take part in the
first Republican presidential debate on Aug.
6. Trump is surely in. As a billionaire who is
paying for his campaign and not beholden to
donors, Trump is also uniquely positioned to
control his own staying power. He appears to
have the money to take his campaign
through the primaries no matter how he per-
forms in early contests - or to mount a hugely
expensive third-party effort instead. On this
question, exasperation with Trump is palpa-
ble among some activists on the ground. 

Former Iowa Republican Chairman Matt
Strawn says: “It is a fool’s errand to try and pre-
dict Mr Trump’s  behavior. That being said, Mr.
Trump needs to be honest with Iowans, Iowa
Republicans - if he is seeking the nomination
exclusively as a Republican or if he’ll take his
ball and go home if Iowa Republicans decide
on someone else.”

HOW REPUBLICAN IS TRUMP, REALLY?
Very Republican on tax cuts and various

other economic policies; not so Republican
on health care, some social issues and more.

He once favored a single-payer health

care system, a big step beyond President
Barack Obama’s health care law and one that
put him in the company of Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders, the democratic socialist chal-
lenging Clinton from the left for the
Democratic nomination. He’s likewise critical
of free-trade agreements. Perhaps more on
point, Trump has donated heavily to both
parties over the years. Records show he has
only given money to Republicans since 2010.
Before that, one of the preferred candidates
for his largesse was Hillary Rodham Clinton,
who came to Trump’s third wedding in 2005.
(Trump now calls her the worst secretary of
state ever.)

Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus told NBC’s “Today”
show on Monday that he doesn’t see a Trump
third-party effort happening. Longtime
Republican donor Fred Malek bets Trump is
Republican enough not to want to risk tip-
ping the election to Clinton. Others aren’t
convinced.

THE PEROT-NADER EFFECT
The odds are heavily stacked against an

independent candidate becoming president.
But those who try can change the dynamic of
a race - and history. In the incredibly close
2000 election, Nader won less than 3 percent
of the popular vote and no states. But the lib-

eral is widely considered to have tipped
Florida and perhaps New Hampshire to
Republican George W. Bush. Either state
would have given Democrat Al Gore the pres-
idency. Bush was affirmed the winner in
Florida by 537 votes. More than 22,000
Floridians voted for Nader and exit polls indi-
cated 47 percent would have voted for Gore
and only 21 percent for Bush if Nader had not
been a choice.

In 1992, Perot spent about $64 million of
his fortune to get his name on ballots across
the country, a struggle for anyone outside the
two-party system. He won an impressive 19
percent of the popular vote, though no states,
as Democrat Bill Clinton defeated the incum-
bent President George H.W. Bush.

Perot drew support from both parties
and from people who might not have voted
normally.  There is no consensus that he cost
Bush the election. But many Republicans
believe Bush suffered from Perot’s participa-
tion. Republican pollster Kellyanne Conway
says if Trump runs on his own, “no one’s vot-
ers are completely safe” because he could
tap into anti-establishment sentiment in
both parties. But Democratic strategist
Cardona argues that if Trump runs inde-
pendently: “I think right then and there we
can celebrate that Hillary Clinton will be the
next president.”

WHAT’S IT TAKE?
It takes a lot of money to make a conse-

quential independent run for the White
House. Trump seems to have it, although the
extent of his fortune is not public and it’s not
known how much he would be willing to
spend. Malek estimates the cost of a serious
third-party campaign at $500 million and
doubts Trump would plow that much into an
outside effort. “He’s a businessman who will
look at his potential for winning and decide it
will be a poor return on his investment,” Malek
predicted.

Luntz puts the cost at $200 million.
“Trump can write that check today without
going around raising money. What’s more,
the fact that he’s not bankrolled by special
interests and lobbyists is a very powerful mes-
sage in today’s environment.”

WHAT DOES TRUMP SAY?
“No. I won’t go on record as saying that.”

July 18, on whether he would rule out a third-
party bid.

“Absolutely, if they’re not fair, that would
be a factor.” July 22, telling The Hill newspaper
an outside bid is an option if the party mis-
treats him. “I want to run as a Republican. I
think I’ll get the nomination.” July 23. “It’s
highly unlikely” he’ll run on his own, depends
on “how well I’m treated.” July 25. — AP

5 things to consider as Trump dangles third party prospect

PLATTSBURGH: A US prison worker pleaded
guilty yesterday to smuggling hacksaw blades in
frozen hamburger meat to two killers who later
broke out in a brazen, elaborate escape that cap-
tured the world’s attention for more than two
weeks. Joyce Mitchell, a tailor shop instructor at
Clinton Correctional Facility in northern New
York state, was jailed shortly after the elaborately
staged June 6 escape of Richard Matt and David
Sweat.  Matt was shot and killed by searchers
June 26, about 30 miles west of the prison; Sweat
was captured near the Canadian border two days
later and sent to another prison.

Mitchell, 51, faces a sentence of 2 1/3 years to
7 years in prison under terms of a plea deal with
prosecutors.  A sentencing date was not
announced. Her lawyer said his client won’t be
able to post the bail set by the judge at $100,000
cash or $200,000 bond.

Mitchell was suspended without pay from her
job when she was arrested June 12.

She admitted providing hacksaw blades, chis-
els, a punch tool and a screwdriver to Matt. 

Authorities say she became close to the pair,
agreed to be their getaway driver and even dis-
cussed killing her husband. But she backed out
at the last moment, forcing Matt and Sweat to
flee on foot after they emerged from a manhole
near the maximum-security prison.

Investigators also said Mitchell had discussed
killing her husband, Lyle Mitchell, as part of the
plot. Lyle Mitchell was in court yesterday and
declined to speak with an Associated Press
reporter afterward. Authorities said she smug-
gled the hacksaw blades and other tools into the
prison by hiding them in frozen meat she placed
in a refrigerator in the tailor shop. They said a
corrections officer then took the meat to Sweat
and Matt, who were housed in a section where
inmates are allowed to cook their meals.

Authorities do not believe the officer knew of
the escape plan. He was released on bail after
being arrested on charges including promoting
prison contraband.

Investigators do not think knowledge of the

plot went beyond Matt, Sweat and Mitchell.
Authorities say Matt and Sweat cut through

their adjoining cell walls over months, climbed
down catwalks to tunnels, broke through a brick
wall, cut into and out of a steam pipe and cut a
chain holding a manhole cover outside the

prison to get away. Sweat, 35, was serving a life
sentence without parole in the killing of a sher-
iff ’s deputy. Matt, who turned 49 on Thursday,
was doing 25 years to life in the kidnapping,
torture and hacksaw dismemberment of his
former boss. —AP

US prison worker pleads 

guilty in killers’ escape
Mitchel discussed killing her husband

JUPITER:  Rescuers endured a fourth night of an
anxious search for two young Floridians born and
bred as boaters who went missing on the high
seas. The Coast Guard scoured an area the size of
West Virginia with no sign of the boaters by early
Tuesday. The 14-year-old boys’ vessel was found
capsized two days earlier. But relatives and friends
of the teens were clinging to hope that the
expertise they acquired boating and fishing in
their short lives was enough to keep them alive
while apparently lost in the Atlantic.

“This isn’t something that he’s new at,” said
Carly Black, the mother of Austin Stephanos, in an
interview with television station WPBF. “I think
they feel better on the boat than they do on land.”

The mother said she wouldn’t even “bat an
eye” about the boys’ ability to survive at sea.

Nick Korniloff, stepfather of the other teen,
Perry Cohen, said the boys had been “raised on
the water,” knew how to navigate safely, and were
more passionate about the sea than anything
else. “If you put two pretty girls in front of them
and two fishing rods, they’d grab the fishing rods
first,” the stepfather said.

The ordeal began as a teenage summer
adventure: The boys were last seen Friday after-
noon buying $110 worth of fuel near Jupiter and
were believed to have been heading toward the
Bahamas. Thunderstorms and heavy rains were
forecast in the Jupiter area later Friday afternoon.
However, Coast Guard Capt. Mark Fedor called it
“typical South Florida weather” that didn’t provide
an immediate answer to what happened to the
teens. The Coast Guard was alerted at 5 p.m. that

the boys were overdue, and the search began.
The 19-foot boat was found Sunday, capsized, off
Ponce Inlet, more than 180 miles north of where
the boys started their journey. The search has con-
tinued, day and night, with areas of concentration
moving based on the Gulf Stream and ocean con-
ditions. Coast Guard officials have most recently
been focusing on waters off northeast Florida and
said they had no intention of quitting yet.

Need everyone’s help
“Our intentions are to continue to search

aggressively,” Fedor said Monday evening, adding
that the decision is being reevaluated daily. Earlier
Monday, Coast Guard Petty Officer Steve
Lehmann said the search was going on under “the
highest level of optimism.” He declined to say how
long it would continue. Searchers were using heli-
copter, boat and airplane, and local authorities
and the USS Carney also joined the efforts to
locate the boys. “We need every clue and we need
everyone’s help,” Korniloff said. The teens’ families
pledged a $100,000 reward in the search and a
famous neighbor - NFL Hall of Famer Joe Namath
- promised to continue searching local beaches in
hopes of finding clues.

“It’s a lot of water out there,” Namath said. “We
just keep on looking till we get an answer.”

Though the boys’ boat was overturned it did
not appear damaged. No foul play was suspected.
One life jacket was found near the boat, though it
was unclear how many life jackets had been on
board. Water temperatures were warm and not
cited as a factor in the boys’ survival. — AP

Few clues emerge on

fate of missing teens

FRESNO: California has seen more wild-
fires so far this year, but the acreage
burned is smaller thanks to favorable
weather and more firefighters who can
quickly be dispatched to corral flames,
fire officials say. Since Jan. 1, about 5,200
fires have burned on state and federal
lands, according to the US Forest Service.
That’s 10 percent more than last year, but
the 74,000 acres is 6 percent smaller.
Spurts of unseasonably rainy weather
combined with the availability of hun-
dreds of additional firefighters paid for
with emergency drought funding have
made a big difference, California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection spokesman Daniel Berlant
said Monday.

“We’ve had more firefighters early,” he
said. “That’s allowed us to be more
aggressive.” Cal Fire oversees state land
and private property between forests
and cities, while the Forest Service is
responsible for 21 million acres in 18
national forests. So far this year, state fire-
fighters have responded to nearly 3,900
blazes - a 41 percent increase from the
same period last year, according to Cal
Fire. The fires have burned 28 percent
less area than last year.

Cal Fire’s map of fire activities showed
nine blazes across the state Monday. One
broke out Monday afternoon north of
Sacramento, forced residents from their
homes and destroyed power lines. It was
believed set, and an arrest was made,
said Michelle Eidam of the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District, who declined
to provide details. The fire burned 430
acres, but firefighters were making good
progress. Meantime, another wildfire was

threatening about 450 structures in the
tiny wooded communities of Bass Lake
and Cascadel Woods north of Fresno.
Residents were notified to prepare to
evacuate.

Elsewhere, campgrounds were evac-
uated and residents were put on alert as
a wildfire threatened hundreds of struc-
tures in Sierra National Forest. The fire
that broke out Saturday and chewed
through more than 2 square miles of dry
timber. The cause was under investiga-
tion. Firefighters were trying to take

advantage of mild weather before an
expected spike in temperatures to triple
digits later in the week, said fire
spokesman Raj Singh, a spokesman for
the South Central Sierra Interagency
Incident Management Team.

“We’re trying to hit it hard today and
tonight,” Singh said. Four firefighters
were hurt Sunday while battling a blaze
that threatened 1,800 buildings in the
rugged Sierra Nevada foothills northeast
of Sacramento. One had serious, non-life
threatening injuries and remained hospi-

talized.  Scattered wet weather has been
the biggest factor helping firefighters
contain fires more quickly during the
fourth year of the drought, Berlant said.
However, those storms often have been
followed by hot, dry spells such as the
one expected later this week. The state
has increased its radio and television
campaigns, reminding campers of the
drought and high danger of fire in the
wilderness. People cause 95 percent of
fires, so getting the message out is
important, Berlant said.— AP

SIERRA: Two fire fighting helicopters pass near each other over Willow Creek Canyon as a wildfire continues
burning in the Sierra near Bass Lake, Calif., Monday, July 27, 2015. More wildfires have torn across
California so far this year compared with the same period of 2014, but firefighters said Monday that efforts
to confine and extinguish the latest blazes have been more successful than in the past. — AP

Number of wildfires 

in California up

PLATTSBURG: In this June 15, 2015, file photo, Joyce Mitchell appears before Judge Mark
Rogers in Plattsburgh, NY, City Court for a hearing. The New York prison worker accused of
smuggling hacksaw blades in frozen hamburger meat to two killers who later broke out and
spent more than two weeks on the run will face charges in court and will be arraigned yester-
day. — AP

CHARLESTON: A man killed by an escort
he met online is being investigated for pos-
sible links to the unsolved disappearances
or slayings of women nationwide, authori-
ties said. Neal Falls, of Springfield, Oregon,
was carrying axes, a shovel and bleach
when he was killed July 18, and authorities
said Monday he had been stopped, inter-
viewed or investigated by police in at least
20 states. Police say Falls was fatally shot as
he attacked and choked the escor t  in
Charleston, West Virginia, and she grabbed
his handgun off the ground and fired it.

Police found axes, knives, handcuffs, a
shovel, bleach and other items in Falls’ car,
raising suspicions this wasn’t the first time he
had attacked a woman. “The fact that he was
45 years old and carrying tools like he was
and committing a crime that was so organ-
ized and so violent, it’s unlikely that this was
his first violent crime,” Charleston police Lt.
Steve Cooper said. Cooper said Falls had a list
of 10 other women in his pocket. Nine were
in West Virginia; one was in San Diego.
Similar to the Charleston woman, whom
police are calling Heather, all were escorts
active online, he said. They are all alive, he
said. Heather had a separated shoulder, bro-
ken vertebrae, strangulation marks around
her throat and other injuries, Cooper said. 

No history of major crimes in Falls’ record
has surfaced. However, police said records
show that authorities in states including

Arizona, Kentucky and Virginia had interac-
tions with Falls such as stopping him, run-
ning his license plate or checking his Social
Security number.

“We are sharing this information with
law enforcement across the country in
hopes that we may be able to help solve
cold cases or bring closure to some families
if Mr. Falls has been involved in anything
like this before,” Cooper said. Charleston
police have notif ied southern Nevada
authorities, who said they are investigating
Falls’ possible involvement in a series of
killings long believed to be connected.
Police have said Falls rented a room in the
Las Vegas suburb of Henderson when four
prostitutes went missing in the area. In
three cases, young women working as pros-
titutes went missing and were found dis-
membered on the side of a road.

Henderson police spokeswoman Michelle
French said they are checking into any possi-
ble Falls connection to the 2005 disappear-
ance of 21-year-old Lindsay Harris. She was
the subject of a massive search, and her fami-
ly from central New York helped comb the
desert area where her rental car was last seen
30 minutes from the Las Vegas Strip. The case
appeared on an episode of “America’s Most
Wanted.” Leg parts were identified as hers
through DNA testing three years after they
were found off Interstate 55 near Springfield,
Illinois, more than 1,600 miles away. — AP

Man killed by escort possibly

linked to missing women
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LONDON:  A Russian wanted in Britain over the
death of ex-spy Alexander Litvinenko will not
appear before an inquiry into his poisoning, the
probe heard yesterday, dealing it a setback days
before its conclusion.

After several  days of  uncer tainty,  Dmitr y
Kovtun failed to give evidence via video link
from Moscow to the inquiry at London’s High
Court by a 1000 GMT deadline set by its chair-
man. Underlining his absence, the video link to
Moscow was briefly activated, showing an emp-
ty chair.

“That would seem to make the situation crys-

tal clear,” Robin Tam, one of the inquiry’s lawyers,
told the court.

Kovtun and a second Russian, Andrei Lugovoi,
are wanted by British police for allegedly poi-
soning Kremlin critic Litvinenko in a London
hotel on November 1, 2006 using tea laced with
polonium-210,  a  radioac t ive  i sotope.   The
inquiry is a source of tension in British-Russian
relations, along with the conflict in Ukraine, last
year’s downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17
in eastern Ukraine and repeated instances of
Russian military aircraft flying close to British air-
space.

The inquiry received the first indication on
Friday that Kovtun may not give evidence but
gave him time over the weekend to change his
mind.  The businessman said he would be com-
mitting an offence under Russian law if he testi-
fied unless he secured permission from authori-
ties in Moscow.  “I will not be able to give testi-
mony today, tomorrow or the day after tomor-
row,” Kovtun told Russia’s Interfax news agency
on Monday.  Kovtun has previously denied mur-
dering Litvinenko and claimed that the ex-spy
accidentally poisoned himself. The Litvinenko
inquiry started its hearings in January and is due

to hear closing submissions this week.
It is due to report its findings by the end of

the year.  Robert Owen, the high court judge
who chairs the inquiry, said he was determined
that it should not be “further disrupted”.  “This
unhappy sequence of events drives me to the
conclusion either that Mr Kovtun never in truth
intended to give evidence and that this has
been a charade,” he said.

“Alternatively, if he has at some stage been
genuine in his expressed intention to give evi-
dence, obstacles have been put in the way of his
doing so.” — AFP

Litvinenko suspect a no-show at UK poisoning inquiry

LONDON: A British peer who had
been in charge of parliamentary
ethics quit the House of Lords yes-
terday after allegedly snorting
cocaine off a prostitute’s breasts,
fuelling calls for reform of the
unelected upper chamber.

Lord John Sewel, 69, apologised
for the “pain and embarrassment”
caused after the Rupert Murdoch-
owned Sun newspaper published
pictures of him apparently taking
drugs and wearing an orange bra
and studded leather jacket as he
chatted to two sex workers.

The images also showed him
calling Prime Minister David
Cameron “facile” and “superficial”
and insulting several other senior
politicians. Scotland Yard has
launched an investigation and raid-
ed Sewel’s home at an exclusive
block of flats near the Houses of
Parliament on Monday night.

While reforming the House of
Lords is not a priority for Cameron’s
centre-right government, the case
has sparked calls in the media for
the chamber-the world’s largest leg-
islative assembly outside China-to
be slimmed down. “I have today
written to the clerk of the parlia-

ments terminating my membership
of the House of Lords,” Sewel, who
had been in charge of overseeing
the conduct of peers before the
scandal broke, said in a statement. 

“I want to apologise for the pain
and embarrassment I have caused.”
The Sun yesterday quoted the
escorts saying he snorted up to
eight lines of cocaine and described
one of their sessions.

“He slipped into a woman’s blue
dress and applied lipstick and eye-
liner to engage in depraved sex
games too obscene to report in a
family newspaper,” the tabloid said.

‘Bloated’ House of Lords 
On Monday, Cameron had ques-

tioned whether it would be “appro-
priate” for Sewel to continue
approving laws amid the “very seri-
ous allegations” against him.

The married 69-year-old, dubbed
“Lord Sewer” by The Sun, left his
£82,525 (115,000 euro, $128,000) a
year post as Lords deputy speaker
after the scandal first broke Sunday. 

He then announced Monday
that he would take a leave of
absence from the Lords but faced
growing pressure to step down

entirely. Several British newspapers
said yesterday that changes were
needed to the House of Lords,
made up of 783 peers who can
claim a £300 daily attendance
allowance, in the wake of the case. 

Most members are former minis-
ters appointed by their own politi-
cal parties and Cameron is report-
edly set to create a string of new
peers from his Conservative party to
give him a majority in the upper
chamber, which scrutinises and rub-
ber stamps legislation.

The Daily Mirror, The Sun’s main
tabloid rival, launched a campaign
yesterday to get rid of all unelected
peers.

Meanwhile, The Times said the
House of Lords was “bloated” and its
numbers should be reduced.

“An unelected chamber with
esoteric practices and a median age
of about 70 cannot afford to enter
the public consciousness only when
its members are embroiled in scan-
dal,” it said in an editorial.

String of previous breaches 
Leader of the House of Lords

Baroness Tina Stowell acknowl-
edged the importance of public

perceptions of the chamber as she
welcomed Sewel’s resignation.

“For the House of Lords to earn
the confidence of the public, all of
us must respect the privileges that
come with a peerage and recognise
that, because we are unelected, it is
especially important to meet the
standards the public have a right to
expect,” she said.

Sewel is a former academic and
local politician in northeast
Scotland who was appointed as a
junior agriculture minister in Tony
Blair’s centre-left Labour govern-
ment in 1997. 

He gave up the Labour whip in
2012 when he took on the job of
overseeing the conduct of peers.

Ironically, Sewel oversaw the
introduction of a new system under
which peers can be ejected from
the House of Lords for breaching a
code of conduct.  Previously, only
the monarch could eject them.

Ten members of the Lords have
been temporarily suspended since
2009 for breaches including abus-
ing the expenses system and being
caught by undercover reporters
offering to lobby for private compa-
nies. — AFP

Cavorting, snorting British 
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KIEV:  Ukraine’s truce monitors reported
yesterday coming under “targeted” fire in
the past few days in incidents that have
forced them to review future operations
in the war-torn state.  The Organisation
for the Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) remains at the heart of
global efforts to end the 15-month con-
flict between Western-backed Kiev and
pro-Russian insurgents that has already
claimed more than 6,500 lives.

The Cold War-era peace enforcement
body reports ceasefire violations and
arranges periodic talks involving the war-
ring sides and Russia aimed at salvaging
an often-ignored truce signed in February
with the help of the leaders of Germany
and France.

But its Special Monitoring Mission
(SMM) — comprising almost 500 mem-
bers who are mostly based in the sepa-
ratist east-said the number of incidents in
which its teams have come under attack
has grown.  “In the past days the SMM has
faced three separate, targeted security
incidents in certain locations in the con-
flict zone,” deputy mission chief
Alexander Hug told reporters in Kiev.

“In response to security incidents over
past days SMM is reviewing its monitor-
ing operations in certain locations.”

Hug said one of the team leaders suf-
fered a slight head injury and was flown

to Kiev for treatment after being caught
in an exchange of heavy gun and sniper
fire in a town about 100 kilometres (60
miles) south of the separatists’ de facto
capital Donetsk. Monday’s incident in
Shyrokyne came a day after another team
escaped unharmed from a similar cease-
fire violation in the Donetsk region town
of Shchastya.

The mission refused to say which side
was to blame.  Both government soldiers
and the rebels accuse the other of daily
truce breaches that officials said had
killed at least three  people-including two
civilians-since Monday evening.

Rebel commander Eduard Basurin
accused Kiev on Tuesday of “paralysing”
the work of the Western monitors.

“We fully guarantee the safety of the
SMM observers,” he was quoted as saying
by Interfax.

But the mission itself accuses the
insurgents of limiting its access to some
suspected rebel bases and often blocking
the passage of its teams.  Kiev and the
West accuse Russia of orchestrating and
supporting the conflict in retaliation for
last year’s ouster in Kiev of a Moscow-
backed leadership. Russia denies the
charges and accuses the United States
and its European allies of fuelling the
overthrow of Moscow-friendly govern-
ments in former Soviet republics. — AFP

Ukraine monitors report 

coming under ‘fire’
LAGOS: Nigeria’s new President Muhammadu
Buhari is set to make his first official visit to one-
time enemy Cameroon yesterday to ease ten-
sions and bolster support for a multinational

army to fight the Boko Haram uprising that has
spilled across borders.

The long-anticipated diplomacy comes eight
weeks after Buhari visited neighboring Niger

and Chad. All three countries are contributing
to the force.

Hard feelings date back to a 1980s land dis-
pute. More recently, Nigeria accused Cameroon
of doing little to prevent Boko Haram from
using their territory as a refuge.

Cameroon saw Buhari’s failure to visit earlier
as a snub, and its president, Paul Biya, didn’t to
attend his May inauguration.

“The two countries are intertwined and have
no choice but to have a relationship to deal with
Boko Haram,” said Chris Fomunyoh, an analyst
with the Washington-based National
Democratic Institute.

On Monday, Boko Haram killed at least 29
people in two Christian villages in northeast
Nigeria, while in Cameroon, suicide bombings
claimed 60 lives over the past week. Some
20,000 people have died in the 6-year-old
uprising.

Cameroonian authorities Sunday ordered the
closure of mosques in the north and banned
child beggars after one attack involved a 10-
year-old posing as one.

“Those are the last kicks of a dying monster,”
said Cameroon’s Defense Minister Edgar Alain
Mebe Ngo’o yesterday.

The insurgency has consistently rebounded
after major setbacks, however. Multinational
troops earlier this year forced the extremists out
of towns they had held, but now, Nigerian politi-
cians say Boko Haram is again seizing territory.
Buhari has said an 8,700-strong multinational
army will become fully operational next month,
delayed for months by lack of funding depend-
ent on a UN Security Council resolution. — AP

Nigerian president 

visits Cameroon

ABUJA: In this file photo taken Friday, May 29, 2015, former General and Nigerian President,
Muhammadu Buhari, arrives for his Inauguration at the eagle square in Abuja, Nigeria.
Nigeria’s new President Muhammadu Buhari makes his first official visit to one-time enemy
Cameroon yesterday to ease tensions and bolster support for a regional army to fight the
Boko Haram Islamic uprising that is spilling across borders, his spokesman and Cameroon’s
defense minister said. — AP

ADDIS ABABA/NAIROBI:  Judging by the
applause at the African Union headquarters,
Barack Obama hit a chord when he took aim
at the continent’s ‘Big Men’, telling them they
should quit when their time was up - especial-
ly since most have the cash to retire comfort-
ably. In joining African reformists who
demand term limits be observed, the US pres-
ident was lining up squarely against
entrenched leaders from Congo Republic to
Rwanda and Burundi who are intent on
extending their years in power.

For Obama, the arguments that war-
scarred populations are fearful of chaos after
strong leaders depart, as has been the case in
North Africa and the Middle East, do not hold
true. “I don’t understand why people wanna
stay so long - especially when they’ve got a
lot of money,” he said, going off script and
drawing cheers in the audience on a conti-
nent with a history of “Big Men” long-accused
of siphoning off state funds.

“I’ll be honest with you: I’m looking for-
ward to life after being president,” he said,
anticipating more time with his family and
dropping the “big security detail” once his sec-
ond and final term ends in about 18 months. “I
actually think I’m a pretty good president and
if I run I could win - but I can’t,” he said in the
AU’s main chamber, named after Nelson
Mandela, the South African leader who
brought down apartheid but stepped aside
after four years in office, his reputation intact.

On a more serious, scripted note, Obama
pointed specifically at Burundi, a nation
plunged into its worst crisis since a civil war
ended in 2005 because of President Pierre
Nkurunziza’s bid for a third term in office.

Earlier this month, Nkurunziza swept a
presidential election that Washington said
lacked credibility because of weeks of vio-
lence and an opposition boycott. The United
States and other donors have halted some aid
to the desperately poor nation.

Yet Burundi has also exposed the limits of
US pressure.  Washington and other Western
powers spent months threatening and cajol-
ing Nkurunziza, only for the rebel-turned-
politician to cite a court ruling saying he could
run - and go right ahead.

Pressure points
The problem for the United States and oth-

ers is finding leverage over leaders who
Western diplomats say put personal gain over
national concerns. Some may also fear the
safest option after contentious years in power
is to stay on.

“It is incredible. This leverage doesn’t seem
to work, at least on the real people involved,”
said one senior diplomat in Burundi, while
cutting aid hurt the public, not the powerful.
The “Big Men” sometimes hold a trump card
too: the threat of what came before them, an
often unspoken but real public worry.

Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, nearing the end of
a second seven-year term in 2017, led rebels
into Kigali in 1994 to end a genocide.  Even
when not president, he was seen as the power
behind the throne. Backed by public petitions,
parliament voted in July for a referendum to
change the constitution and let him run
again.

Western diplomats say it is difficult to
determine the sincerity of calls for him to stay
on given restrictions on the media. But
Kagame can boast of turning Rwanda from a
killing field into exemplar of development.

“As long as the economic bicycle keeps
going forward and doesn’t topple over, every-
one is in for the ride. But if it does slow down
you might see tensions,” said another diplo-
mat. When the people of Burkina Faso rose up
last year to eject Blaise Campaore after he
attempted to extend his 27 years in power,
diplomats said they hoped the momentum
was shifting. But in Congo Republic, the
Democratic Republic of Congo and elsewhere
leaders appear to be contemplating third
terms, to the anger of the opposition.

Obama urged the African Union to press
home the message that “nobody should be
president for life”, although analysts said the
speech to rapturous diplomats - rather than
the leaders themselves - may not have hit
home in the corridors of power in Harare or
Brazzaville.

“It’s a bit like going to Brussels without the
EU heads of state there,” said Liesl Louw-
Vaudran, an African analyst at South Africa’s
Institute of Security Studies. — Reuters

ADDIS ABABA: President Barack Obama delivers a speech to the African Union in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia yesterday. Closing a historic visit to Africa, President Barack
Obama yesterday urged the continent’s leaders to prioritize creating jobs and
opportunity for the next generation of young people or risk sacrificing future eco-
nomic potential to further instability and disorder. — AP

LONDON: In this Jan 22, 2001 file photo, John Sewel, second left, poses with his fellow new Labour peers, from left, Robert Winston, Helene
Hayman and Gordon Johnson Borrie, at Westminster, in London. A member of the House of Lords has resigned from the chamber and apolo-
gized after he was filmed in an alleged cocaine-and-sex session with prostitutes. John Sewel caved in to pressure yesterday telling parliamen-
tary officials in a statement that he was “terminating my membership of the House of Lords.” — AP
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DHAKA: Police in Bangladesh have
arrested eight suspected militants,
including the chief of the outlawed
Jamaat-ul Mujahideen group, as author-
ities step up a crackdown on hardline
Islamists.

Bangladesh,  a  Musl im-major i t y
nation of 160 million people, targeted
the militants after machete-wielding
attackers this year hacked to death
t h re e  o n l i n e  c r i t i c s  o f  re l i g i o u s
extremism, including American blog-

ger Avijit Roy.
Police also seized explosives and

other bomb-making materials during
overnight raids on the militants’ hide-
outs in the capital, Monirul Islam, joint
commissioner of the detective branch
of Dhaka police, said on Tuesday.

“During the raids we arrested six mil-
itants, including the head of Islamist
outfit Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen,” he said.
They were plotting to “kill important
personalities of the state and free their

leaders from jail,” Islam added.
Indian security officials uncovered a

plot against Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in October, after two
members of the group were killed in an
explosion while building bombs in the
state of West Bengal, which borders
Bangladesh.

The banned Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
was thought to have been lying low
after facing action by authorities follow-
ing its detonation of nearly 500 bombs

across the country almost simultane-
ously on a single day in 2005.

Its militants later carried out attacks
on several courthouses, killing 25 peo-
ple and injuring hundreds.

Bangladesh security forces this
month arrested 12 suspected militants,
including the chief of al Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent, which claimed
responsibility for a string of attacks in
Bangladesh and Pakistan, including that
on Roy.

In May, Bangladesh also arrested
three suspected members of Islamic
State, including an IT manager at a sub-
sidiary of Coca-Cola Co in Dhaka, amid
growing fears that the militant group
could be extending its influence in
South Asia.

Police said they were checking if any
of the eight people arrested this week
had ties to Islamic State. “We are also
checking if they have any connection
with Islamic State,” Islam said. —Reuters

Bangladesh arrest eight in crackdown on Islamist groups

MUMBAI: An Indian activist reacts as she gets detained by police as she tries
to distribute pamphlets during a protest against the death sentence of
Yakub Memon, a key plotter of the Mumbai bomb attacks which killed hun-
dreds of people in 1993, in Mumbai yesterday. —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian pre-
mier Najib Razak yesterday sacked
his deputy premier and attorney
general  in a cabinet reshuffle
widely seen as an attempt to
strengthen his hold on power as
he battles corruption allegations.

Najib has come under growing
pressure in recent months over
claims that huge sums of money
had been siphoned off from state-
owned development company
1Malaysia Development Berhad
(1MDB),  which he launched in
2009.  Calls for Najib, 62, to step
down mounted earlier this month
after a Wall Street Journal report
alleged that nearly $700 million
had been routed to Najib’s person-
al bank accounts.

The prime minister and 1MDB
have vehemently denied any
wrongdoing.  In a televised
address, Najib announced he had
dumped Deputy Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin, who has been

critical of Najib’s handling of the
affair and has called for trans-
parency. He is also considered
Najib’s chief rival for power.

Muhyiddin was replaced by
Home Minister Zahid Hamidi, who
is considered a Najib loyalist.

Clearly referring to Muhyiddin
and other lower-ranking ministers
who had raised questions over
1MDB, Najib said cabinet members
“should not air their differences in
an open forum that can affect
public opinion against the govern-
ment and Malaysia”.

In total, seven new ministers
and nine deputy ministers were
appointed, according to reports, in
a shuffle that Najib said was aimed
at creating a more “unified team”
ahead of the next elections, due
by 2018.  Attorney General Abdul
Gani Patail, who was part of a task
force investigating 1MDB, also was
sacked for “health reasons”, a gov-
ernment statement said.

‘Acts of desperation’ 
But the moves touched off

speculation that Naj ib was
attempting to curb further calls
for  transparenc y and possibly
avoid criminal charges. Multiple
investigations into the scandal are
under way.

“The removal of the AG and the
DPM will be seen as acts of des-
peration by Najib,” said Terence
Gomez, a political analyst with the
University of Malaya.  “I suspect
that the 1MDB task force has suffi-
cient evidence to f i le  charges
against key actors in this company
which may include the PM.” Legal
activist group Lawyers for Liberty
said removing the attorney gener-
al “is shocking to say the least, and
can only fuel public suspicion of
interference” in the investigations.

Over the past year a series of
investigative reports have alleged
that hundreds of millions of dol-
lars of 1MDB money had gone

missing in murky overseas trans-
actions.

The Wall Street Journal report
this month said investigators had
found that nearly $700 million had
moved through government
agencies, banks and companies
linked to 1MDB before ending up
in Najib’s accounts.  The premier
has denied the allegation, calling
it “political sabotage”, while 1MDB
has said it did not transfer any
funds to Najib.   However both
Najib and the company have
faced growing criticism for failing
to disprove the various accusa-
tions.

Meanwhile,  1MDB is reeling
under a $11 billion debt burden,
blamed largely on a much-ques-
tioned drive to acquire power-
industry assets.  Fears that it may
require a massive bailout have
contributed to a slide in the ring-
git currency to 17-year lows.

Deputy defends ‘principles’ 
Muhyiddin issued a statement

yesterday afternoon saying that
related to 1MDB, “I have my own
principles and stance in defense
of Malaysians, the party’s reputa-
tion and national interests.”

But he accepted his sacking
and gave no indication he planned
to wage a campaign against Najib.

The push to oust the Najib has
been led by former prime minister
Mahathir  Mohamad, who has
warned that the political coalition
dominated by the ruling United
Malays National Organisation
(UMNO) will lose power in the next
polls unless he is replaced.

Mahathir led the coalition for
22 years to 2003.  The coalition has
ruled since independence in 1957
but has steadily lost suppor t
among a new generation of voters
yearning for greater freedoms and
an end to government corruption.

Political experts say that despite
public outrage over 1MDB, Najib is
secure within UMNO owing to the
party’s deep-rooted patronage pol-
itics and the great power invested
in the premier’s office. The son of a
respected former prime minister,
Najib once headed UMNO’s youth
wing, building up an extensive net-
work of supporters who now rule
the party’s various regional divi-
sions. —AFP

Malaysian PM shuffles cabinet 
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Najib sacks deputy, attorney general

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia’s Prime Minister Najib Razak (C) addresses a press conference as newly-
appointed Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi (L) and Malaysia’s Chief Secretary Ali
Hamsa (R) listen during a press conference at the Prime Minister’s office in Putrajaya yesterday,
following a cabinet reshuffle.  —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court has put
off by a day a decision on whether to stay
the execution of the only person sentenced
to death for India’s deadliest bomb attack,
meaning the convict will learn his fate just
hours before he is due to be hanged tomor-
row. Yakub Memon was convicted as the
“driving spirit” behind blasts in Mumbai in
1993 that killed at least 257 people, but his
case has divided opinion in India, with sev-
eral eminent figures saying the sentence is
too harsh.

Police consider Memon’s brother, “Tiger”
Memon, and mafia don Dawood Ibrahim to
be the main masterminds behind the attack,
carried out to avenge the destruction of an
ancient mosque by Hindu zealots in 1992.
Both remain in hiding.

The Supreme Court last week rejected
one appeal, but Memon again approached
the court arguing an order to hang him was
passed while he still had legal recourse avail-
able.

A two-judge Supreme Court bench yes-
terday gave a split verdict and referred
Memon’s mercy plea to a larger bench of

justices, which is due to hear the case today.
Supporters of Memon’s plea said he

cooperated with investigating agencies and
that he was the only person of several con-
victed to face the death penalty for the
bombings, which targeted landmarks in
Mumbai, then known as Bombay.

His imminent hanging in the central city
of Nagpur has ignited a debate in the media,
and his cause has been taken up by
Bollywood superstar Salman Khan.

Memon’s plea has been turned down by
the president. Several prominent people,
including lawmakers and retired judges, on
Sunday asked the president to reconsider.

Calls for reprieve grew after an Indian
news website last week released a 2007 arti-
cle written by intelligence official B.  Raman,
who coordinated Memon’s arrest in 1994,
and said he believed he should not be
hanged. Raman has since died.  “In their
eagerness to obtain the death penalty, the
fact that there were mitigating circum-
stances do not appear to have been high-
lighted (by the prosecution),” Raman said in
the article. —Reuters

India court puts off decision 
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SINGAPORE: Singapore and Indonesia
yesterday agreed to step up cooperation
against the Islamic State (IS) amid fears that
militants returning from the Middle East
could mount attacks in Southeast Asia.

“We are both worried about ISIS and we
both have nationals from our countries
involved in these terrorist activities includ-
ing in the Middle East,” Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said after talks
with visiting Indonesian President Joko
Widodo.

Shortly after their meeting, Singapore
disclosed that a 51-year-old local Muslim,
Mustafa Sultan Ali, was deported by Turkey
to the city-state in June after attempting to
join IS, also known as ISIS, by crossing into
Syria. 

Widodo said the two leaders “agreed
that we will share information and other
things that are linked to terrorism and ISIS,
because we know that this is a threat to
almost all countries.”

Indonesia, which has the world’s largest
Muslim population and has long struggled
with extremism, fears up to 500 of its citi-

zens have been lured to the Middle East by
IS. Singapore is predominantly ethnic
Chinese, with 13.3 percent of the popula-
tion belonging to the Muslim Malay minor-
ity. The Ministry of Home Affairs said the
Singaporean deported by Turkey was
placed under detention without trial for
two years under internal-security laws.

“Investigations showed that Mustafa
had been deeply radicalised by the terrorist
ideology of ISIS and other radical ideo-
logues he had come across online,” a press
statement said.

“He had travelled to Turkey and tried to
make his way to Syria in order to partici-
pate in armed violence by fighting along-
side ISIS.  Mustafa also said that he was pre-
pared to carry out ISIS-directed terrorist
attacks against Western establishments in
Singapore.”

Singapore, one of Asia’s most affluent
cities and a regional base for thousands of
multinational companies, is seen as a prime
target for attacks by militant groups due to
its close security links with the United
States. —AFP
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BANGKOK/CHIANG MAI: Thailand is working
flat out to combat human trafficking, Prime
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha said yesterday,
adding he hoped Thailand would be lifted from a
US list of worst human trafficking centres next
year.

The US State Department highlighted in its
annual report on trafficking on Monday the sus-
pected role of Thai officials as an obstacle
Thailand will have to overcome to stop the trade.
The report covered Thailand’s efforts to eliminate
trafficking for the year through to March.  A
recent crackdown came too late to persuade the
United States to take Thailand off the list, Prayuth
said, but US  diplomats recognised his adminis-
tration’s intent to end trafficking.

“The US embassy has seen our intention and
we hope it will be better (in the next review),”
Prayuth told reporters.  “We have been working
at full capacity to resolve human trafficking. But
the timing of their evaluation was in the early
stage of our work.”

Thailand, a long-time US ally whose relations
with Washington have cooled since a military
coup led by Prayuth last year, said it “strongly dis-
agrees” with the decision to keep it on the lowest
ranking.

The Thai embassy in Washington said the
decision failed to take into account “significant
efforts undertaken by the Thai Government on
all fronts during the past year”.  Prayuth ordered a
crackdown after the discovery of dozens of bod-
ies at suspected trafficking camps in southern
Thailand in May. The crackdown disrupted routes
through Thailand used by smuggling networks.

Smugglers abandoned ships crowded with
migrants from Bangladesh and Myanmar rather
than risk landing in Thailand. A humanitarian cri-
sis unfolded at sea, and images of starving
migrants drifting on boats drew international
outrage.  Thai authorities have since indicted 72
people, including 15 state officials, over suspect-
ed links to trafficking in what police said was
their biggest investigation of people smuggling.
The most senior official to face trafficking

charges is Manus Kongpan, a three-star army
general who surrendered to police on June 2. He
denies all charges, which include human traffick-
ing, holding people for ransom and hiding
corpses.  The US embassy in Thailand said it wel-
comed additional efforts by Thailand since March
31, which would be covered in next year’s report.

“We anticipate high-level engagement

between US and Thai officials both in Thailand
and in international fora on this important issue,”
the embassy said.

Deputy Prime Minister General Tanasak
Patimapragorn said the United States had com-
plimented recent efforts and he was “confident”
of being lifted from the lowest ranks of human
trafficking centres next year. —Reuters

Thailand aims for upgrade 
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CHIANG MAI: Thai Foreign Minister and deputy Prime Minister Tanasak
Patimapragorn speaks during a press conference at a hotel in Chiang Mai province
yesterday. Thailand hit out at its longtime ally the United States after a scathing
report by Washington accused the kingdom of failing to take sufficient action
against human trafficking. —AFP
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AMRITSAR: Indian school children hold candles as they pay homage to
India’s former president A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at a school in Amritsar yester-
day. India’s former president and top scientist A.P.J. Kalam, who played a
lead role in the country’s nuclear weapons tests, died on July 27, a hospital
official said. —AFP
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and the worst since March 2014, when a blast killed
three policemen. Iranian officials have not commented
on yesterday’s bombing. Tehran denies interference in
Bahrain but openly supports opposition groups seeking
greater rights for the Shiite majority. Sporadic violence
aimed at Bahraini security forces has become the norm
since mass, Shiite-led pro-democracy protests were put
down by the government in 2011. Yesterday’s blast also
wounded six policemen, two critically, two of whom are
stable in intensive care, and two who have been dis-
charged, state news agency BNA reported. The force of
the blast ripped a large hole in the wall of the school,
which was closed for the summer holidays, a Reuters
witness said.

Al Wefaq, Bahrain’s largest Shiite opposition move-
ment, condemned the attack in a statement on its web-
site, saying “such acts are alien to the wide peaceful
popular movement which is demanding a democratic
transition in Bahrain”. Sunni Gulf rulers are also deeply
critical of Iranian involvement in regional conflicts in
Iraq, Syria and Yemen, and accuse Tehran of contribut-
ing to the increasingly bitter sectarian rift between

Sunnis and Shiites. In a message posted on his Twitter
account, Bahrain’s foreign minister Sheikh Khalid bin
Ahmed Al-Khalifa, suggested there was no difference
between Sunni or Shiite Islamist militants, adding:
“Their goal is the same, and their reference point is Iran”.
BNA said the explosives were similar to those seized by
security forces on Saturday, which the government says
were smuggled into the country by two Bahrainis with
links to Iran. The cargo intercepted off the country’s
coast included nearly 44 kg of C-4 plastic explosives and
detonators, along with assault rifles and ammunition. 

Bahrain also recalled its ambassador to Tehran for
consultations on Saturday after what it said were
repeated hostile statements made by Iranian officials.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif called on
Sunday for a united front among Middle Eastern nations
to fight militancy during a visit to Kuwait. Iran’s role in
the region was unpredictable due to internal divisions,
said Aimen Dean, Managing Director of the Five
Dimensions consultancy. “There is one foreign policy
pursued by (President Hassan) Rouhani and Zarif, and
another pursued by the IRGC and the Qods Force,” he
said, referring to powerful revolutionary factions not
accountable to the elected government. — Agencies 

Blast kills two Bahrain policemen...
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concerns and high emissions of harmful gases, even though
Kuwait was entitled to five years’ notice under the joint agree-
ment Omair said in the letter that Kuwait has been incurring
heavy losses due to the stoppage and warned that Saudi Arabia
will be liable for damages for violating a production sharing
agreement signed in 1965 and a joint operations deal struck in
March 2010. In May, operations at the other oilfield in Wafra were
halted for maintenance, but since then production has not
resumed. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia last month began negotiations
to resolve the dispute but without making any progress. Khafji is
jointly operated by Kuwait Gulf Oil Co (KGOC) and Saudi Aramco
Gulf Operations, while Wafra is operated by KGOC and Saudi
Arabian Chevron. Industry sources say Kuwaiti authorities were
unhappy with Saudi Arabia for renewing an operating agreement
for the Wafra field with Saudi Arabian Chevron for 30 years in
2009 without consulting them. In response, it stopped issuing or
renewing visas for Chevron foreign employees.

In a related development, Shiite MP Abdulhameed Dashti, fac-
ing charges of insulting Saudi Arabia and endangering diplomatic
relations, praised the government for raising the issue of the oil-

fields with Saudi Arabia. Dashti said in a statement that the gov-
ernment should press for Kuwait’s rights, otherwise more fields
may be forced to stop production. 

Meanwhile, the court of appeals yesterday upheld a two-year
jail term against two activists - Ahmad Al-Damkhi and Fahhad Al-
Ajmi - for repeating in public the speech of opposition leader
Musallam Al-Barrak who is himself serving a two-year jail sen-
tence over making the speech in Oct 2012. The speech was
deemed to include remarks insulting to HH the Amir and his
authorities, which Barrak has categorically denied. When the sen-
tence was first issued against Barrak, dozens of activists repeated
the speech in solidarity with Barrak.

The criminal court however acquitted Sheikh Abdullah Salem
Al-Sabah from the charges of insulting the Amir through his
Twitter account. The court accepted claims by Sheikh Abdullah
that his account was hacked and those remarks then published.
Sheikh Abdullah, a member of the ruling family, was detained for
almost six weeks over the accusation. Separately, the criminal
court sentenced Shiite activist Ahmad Ashour to three years in jail
and asked him to pay KD 1,000 to suspend the implementation of
the sentence. Ashour was accused of insulting Saudi Arabia for
leading airstrikes against Shiite Houthi rebels in Yemen.

Probe ordered into leaked Khafji letter
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The price of a litre of octane 95 gasoline will climb 24
percent to 2.14 dirhams (58 US cents) at the start of
August, while diesel will fall 29 percent to 2.05 dirhams,
state news agency WAM reported yesterday. The moder-
ate size of the price changes suggests there will be little
immediate impact on domestic consumption. Demand
in the UAE has more than doubled since 2009 to reach
almost 400,000 barrels per day last year, according to the
Joint Oil Data Initiative which compiles figures from gov-
ernments worldwide.

Consultants at Strategy& said the changes were
unlikely to have a big impact on UAE inflation or eco-
nomic growth, as cheaper diesel would offset more
expensive gasoline. But the new system appears to pave
the way for substantial fuel price hikes in future if Brent
crude, now below $53 per barrel, near six-year lows,
eventually starts to recover. The system “will help
decrease fuel consumption and preserve natural
resources for future generations”, UAE Energy Minister
Suhail bin Mohammed Al-Mazroui said last week. “It will
also encourage individuals to adopt fuel-efficient vehi-
cles, including the use of electric and hybrid cars.”

Marzoui however acknowledged that the hike in gaso-
line prices will likely affect lower-income foreign resi-
dents. In the UAE, foreign residents - many of whom are
lower-income- by far outnumber locals. Marzoui said
lower-income people should take public transport.
“Everyone drives a car even if they cannot afford to drive
a car,” he said. “We cannot ask the government to subsi-
dize those people when they shouldn’t drive cars.”

The reform puts the UAE at the forefront among Gulf
states in pushing through reforms to curb spending and
raise new revenue in an era of cheap oil. Abu Dhabi, the
UAE’s biggest emirate, hiked electricity and water tariffs
in January. The big question for world oil markets is

whether other rich Gulf economies may now follow the
UAE’s example - particularly much bigger Saudi Arabia,
where domestic oil consumption is over five times the
UAE’s level and gasoline at only about 15 US cents per
litre, according to globalpetrolprices.com. “The removal
of transport fuel subsidies in the United Arab Emirates
may set a positive fiscal precedent for other sovereigns
in the region, including those where the public finances
are under more pressure,” credit rating agency Fitch said
in a report.

There has been no sign so far of Saudi Arabia taking
such a step. Although top officials such as the central
bank governor have called for eventual reform of energy
subsidies, a significant proportion of Saudi citizens have
low incomes, in contrast to the UAE. This could make rais-
ing fuel prices politically much more difficult. Some small-
er Gulf states may be emboldened to act, however.
Kuwait raised domestic diesel and kerosene prices in
January, though it partially reversed the hikes a few weeks
later after criticism by some members of parliament.

Officials are now reviewing a range of subsidies,
including those for gasoline, and Kuwait’s Al-Nahar daily
quoted unnamed government sources this week as say-
ing the finance ministry was proposing to raise gasoline
prices about 50 percent by next April. Super-rich gas
producer Qatar does not appear to be under serious
pressure to economize but in the two financially weak-
est states among the wealthy Gulf oil exporters, the
small economies of Oman and Bahrain, reforms may be
imminent.Oman has been studying the possibility of
cutting gasoline subsidies, after reducing natural gas
subsidies for industrial users in January. Bahrain has also
raised natural gas prices for industry and has been look-
ing at a range of other subsidy cuts, though implemen-
tation has been delayed because parliament balked at
the changes and insisted on having more influence on
the process. — Agencies 

UAE petrol price hiked  
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Sousa, who has been Musawi’s trainer for more than a year,
says that “as an athlete I can understand the passion” and that it is
“worthwhile to go on stage”. “I think Haifa has a lot of talent and...
possibilities,” says Sousa, who oversees Musawi’s rigorous fitness
regime and diet, and acts as her manager. While more and more
Arab women are developing interest in the sport and some come
to her, mainly seeking weight-loss training, many are still bur-
dened by “social restrictions”, says Musawi. She says that many of
her male clients also find her “strange” at first but they have slowly
become more accepting. “I have proved it to them.”

Lifting weights at the same gym is Shaza Jamil, a British-born
girl of Yemeni-Pakistani origin. “Men usually ask me: ‘Why are you

building muscles? You’re a girl. Why are you ruining your body?’ But
I am not. I love my body and this is why I do lifting,” she says.
“Society has put in their heads that a woman should not have mus-
cles.” A relative newcomer, Jamil has already won a silver medal in
the bikini category of a British competition after only a year of lift-
ing weights.

Like Musawi, she took to the sport after struggling with her
weight and shape. Her mother had first rejected the idea of her
going on stage as a bodybuilder. “We had drama at home but
when she attended the competition and saw how happy I was
and that I had won,” she began to accept it, says Jamil. “It is true
we wear bikinis on stage but we do nothing wrong. We just show
off our bodies that we worked so hard on,” the brunette says,
defending the sport which she says has “changed my life”. — AFP 

Female bodybuilder looks abroad for ...
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unsuccessfully tried to hide the dead lion’s tracking col-
lar, which was part of a University of Cambridge research
program. “Cecil was skinned and beheaded. We don’t know
the whereabouts of the head,” the charity alleged. Cecil,
aged about 13, was said by safari operators to be an “icon-
ic” animal who was recognized by many visitors to Hwange
due to his distinctive black mane. Hwange attracted 50,000
visitors last year, about half of them from abroad.

Bronkhorst and local landowner Honest Ndlovu will
appear in court in Victoria Falls today to face poaching
charges. “Both the professional hunter and land owner had
no permit or quota to justify the offtake of the lion and
therefore are liable for the illegal hunt,” the Zimbabwean
Parks Authority said in a statement yesterday. “(They) are
being jointly charged for illegally hunting the lion.” The
statement made no mention of Palmer, but added that
Bronkhorst’s son Zane was also wanted for questioning.

Palmer, whose whereabouts was not known, is an experi-
enced trophy hunter from Minnesota. He is well-known in
US hunting circles as an expert shot with his bow and arrow,
and has travelled across the world in pursue of leopards,
buffalo rhino, elk and other large mammals. His dentistry’s
website and Facebook page appeared to have been closed
down yesterday after being flooded by fierce criticism.

Some hunting of lions and other large animals is legal in
countries such as South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe,
where permits are issued allowing hunters to kill specific
older beasts that are beyond breeding age. It is outlawed
in Zimbabwe’s national parks. “We use hunting as a conser-
vation tool,” Fundira said. “Hunting is only based on ani-
mals which have been vigorously checked in terms of qual-
ifying.” The Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force said Cecil
had cubs, which were likely to be killed by the lion that
took over in the group’s hierarchy. In May, a Texan hunter
shot an elderly black rhinoceros in Namibia after buying a
government-issued licence for $350,000. — AFP 

US dentist kills beloved Zimbabwean lion 
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percentage, expected to rise next year.” Saleh said total rev-
enues for FY 2014-15 were KD 24.926 billion compared to KD
31.811 billion in the previous year, meaning income decreased by
21.6 percent. He said oil proceeds dropped to KD 22.502 billion
against KD 29.292 billion in the previous year, plunging by 23.2
percent. However, Saleh noted oil revenues made up 90.3 percent
of total state income. It was 92.1 percent in the previous fiscal
year. The general revenues to GDP ratio plunged from 58.7 per-
cent in FY 2013-14 to 46.3 percent in FY 2014-15.

Despite the drop in revenues, said Saleh, spending continued
to grow in FY 2014-15. Expenditures reached KD 21.415 billion
compared to around KD 18.903 billion in the last fiscal year, an
increase of 13.3 percent. He said KD 5.303 billion went to salaries,
growing by 5.3 percent than the previous year, while spending on
projects, maintenance and land was KD 1.662 billion compared to
KD 1.530 billion in the previous year. 

Saleh noted that KD 11.227 billion went to miscellaneous

expenses and transfers, increasing by 26.1 percent.  Early this
month, the National Assembly approved a budget for the current
fiscal year that envisages a deficit of KD 8.18 billion ($27.0 billion)
- nearly half total spending - because of oil’s plunge since mid-
2014, which has slashed energy export revenues. The government
is looking at ways to save money by limiting energy subsidies and
other handouts, and this has worried a public used to a lavish cra-
dle-to-grave welfare system.

Saleh had previously said Kuwait, which has huge financial
reserves, was considering various options to cover the deficit,
including bond issues. Yesterday, he did not comment in any
detail on possible government spending cuts, beyond saying a
study was underway that would be presented to the cabinet once
completed. He did not specify when that might happen. Kuwait’s
Al-Nahar daily quoted unnamed government sources this week as
saying the finance ministry was proposing to raise gasoline prices
about 50 percent by next April to reduce its subsidy burden.
Efforts to deal with the budget deficit will not affect salaries and
privileges provided to public servants, Saleh said. — Agencies 

Kuwait readies sukuk laws as budget...

A youth jumps in the sea near a southern suburb of Athens yesterday. — AFP



By Emily Flitter

When it comes to influencing politics, few billionaires are
more effective than the industrialist brothers Charles and
David Koch. Americans for Prosperity (AFP), the nonprofit

organization they founded and continue to support, achieved a 95
percent success rate in the 2014 election races where it spent mon-
ey. But in Alaska, a state that could be pivotal in the 2016 elections,
the group’s reception has been surprisingly chilly. Republicans out-
number Democrats by nearly two to one in America’s northern-
most state, and the GOP candidate has won every presidential con-
test in the state for the last 50 years.  The conservative AFP’s mes-
sage of free markets and limited government, along with its strong
support for oil industry interests, resonates here.  

But the same independent spirit that defines Alaskans also
makes them bristle at attempts by outsiders to shape their think-
ing, political analysts say, and the Kochs are viewed as outsiders
here by many Democrats and Republicans alike. Dave Stieren, a
conservative talk radio host in Anchorage, said that in Alaska the
group has been neither the “boogeyman” liberals fear nor the
“engine for change” the Kochs would like it to be. It just hasn’t had
much impact, he said. “When you say Americans for Prosperity in
Alaska,” he said, “I’m like, ‘Who?’”

The problem isn’t that AFP supports causes and candidates
unpalatable to Alaskans. In 2014, for example, the group targeted
Democrat Mark Begich, who was defeated by Republican Dan
Sullivan in the US Senate race. But even some Alaskans closely
aligned with AFP’s goals question whether the group’s efforts in
the race helped. Alaskan Republican strategist Art Hackney, who
last month signed on to Florida Senator Marco Rubio’s presidential
campaign, is happy to credit AFP with a long list of accomplish-
ments outside the state, including in Iowa, North Carolina and
Colorado. 

“In most of those states what they did worked but in Alaska it
doesn’t,” he said. “In Alaska they had an impotent system.” As evi-
dence, he cites a commercial AFP ran during the Begich-Sullivan
race featuring a woman describing how Begich’s positions hurt her
family. “Senator Begich didn’t listen. How can I ever trust him
again?” she asked.

But the woman decrying Begich turned out to be an actress
from Maryland, and that didn’t play well in Alaska, where it drew
considerable media attention. “Alaskans know she is not Alaskan
and never voted for Begich in the first place and it’s a lie,” Hackney
said. In the end, Hackney said, he believes the AFP ad actually
helped Begich, who lost to Sullivan by the narrowest margin of any
Senate race in the country.

AFP Strategy
Christopher Neefus, a spokesman at Americans for Prosperity’s

Washington headquarters, disputes claims that the group has strug-
gled in Alaska. He notes that AFP opens chapters only in states where
support has reached critical mass. A year ago, he said, 5,000 people in
Alaska had either signed AFP-sponsored petitions, connected with
the group on Facebook or Twitter, or in some other way added their
names and contact details to a list maintained by AFP. That’s six-tenths
of a percent of Alaska’s population of 730,000, the same percentage
that led AFP to open an office this month in Mississippi.

And since AFP’s Alaska chapter opened, three thousand more peo-
ple in the state have added their names to AFP’s lists, Neefus said. As of
July 24, AFP Alaska had 6,405 likes on its Facebook page. But among
the comments the page has attracted is this one, posted on May 17 by
user Wynter Narcissus: “Hey, AFP, get OUT of Alaska!! You are NOT wel-
come here!!” Other comments convey more warmth: “Good to see you.
Thanks for the bumper sticker!” wrote Bethany Marcum below a post
advertising AFP’s booth at a local fair. 

The Koch Connection
Still, AFP Alaska’s director, Jeremy Price, sometimes faces tough

questions, even in seemingly friendly territory. “Tell me what
Americans for Prosperity does. Why are you here?” asked conservative
radio host Mike Porcaro when Price visited his show on June 24. Price,
an Alaskan native, had just begun describing the group as “a grass-
roots organization in favor of limited government,” when Porcaro cut
in: “People would say, ‘Americans for Prosperity, huh. Would that be
the Koch Brothers?’”  “Yes,” Price said.

Anchorage Office
The group, which doesn’t have to disclose its funding sources,

gets support from other donors as well as the Kochs. In 2013, the last
year for which records are available, the group took in about $44 mil-
lion. But AFP does not shy away from its connection to the Kochs.
Price and his staff open weekly meetings with a mandatory exercise
in which Price, reading from a poster on the conference room wall,
selects one of the 10 concepts, known as Market-Based Management
Principles, described by Charles Koch in his book “The Science of
Success”. Participants then discuss how to apply the principle to
accomplish AFP’s mission.  The subject of the Kochs comes up fre-
quently. During a meeting last month with Chad Padgett, a senior
staffer for Alaska Congressman Don Young, Price described the reac-
tions he gets after explaining the Koch connection to Alaskans
who’ve asked: “It’s amazing: Most people you meet immediately
either love you or hate you,” he said.

Price, 36, is a former aide both to Young and to Alaska Senator Lisa

Murkowski, another Republican. He was born and raised outside of
Fairbanks, a personal detail he acknowledges is essential for the job.
He manages a staff of four, all of them with backgrounds in local
Republican politics. Aside from the 2014 Senate race, the group has
so far focused on only a handful of issues and candidates. Earlier this
year, it advocated against expanding Medicaid in Alaska, something
states can do with federal support under the Affordable Care Act. The
legislature voted against Gov Bill Walker’s proposal to expand the fed-
eral program. But on July 16, Walker, an independent, announced he
would expand healthcare coverage in the state with an executive
order, bypassing the legislature. The Alaska AFP tweeted tartly later
that day, “It’s a great day in Alaska for proponents of bigger govern-
ment.”

In Place for 2016
AFP’s efforts in Alaska come just as the red state is becoming

slightly more purple. Anchorage voters elected a Democratic mayor,
Ethan Berkowitz, this spring by the largest margin of any vote in city’s
history - despite attack ads run against him by AFP. And some political
analysts say Begich, who narrowly lost his Senate race, is in a good
position to run for the seat currently held by Sen. Lisa Murkowski,
who won as a write-in candidate in 2010. 

As a non-profit, issues-based group rather than a political action
committee, AFP is limited in the political support it can provide. Its
volunteers can’t stump for specific candidates, and the group can’t
lobby or make specific endorsements. But it can run education cam-
paigns and air ads attacking candidates on issues. In addition, Price
and his staff have used a combination of door-knocking campaigns
and hosted gatherings to try to sign up new volunteers for their
cause. 

One such event, called “Pints & Policies,” was held June 24 at an
upscale Anchorage pizzeria in an attempt to recruit young Alaskans
for AFP’s national conference in August. The 40 or so people who
turned out at the Fat Ptarmigan for the event got two free drink tick-
ets after supplying contact information to AFP, and they seemed hap-
py to be there and interested in the speakers. But it remains to be
seen how successful such efforts will be. 

“They’re very good at luncheons,” said talk show host Stieren.  But
he questions whether his state needs an AFP branch. “Alaska is really
good at having world-class oil, world-class mines, world-class fish-
eries, and we’re really good at growing our own, world-class crazy
political movements,” he said. Price, however, is confident that AFP
has a place in his native state. “We are all Alaskans. We love our state
and we’re concerned for its future,” he said. “Those who support big-
ger government will be disappointed to learn that we are here for the
long term.” —Reuters

The sacks of grain falling from the sky
are the first food aid the people of
Dablual have seen in months since

fighting cut the South Sudanese village off
in April. Here in the northern battleground
state of Unity, fighting in South Sudan’s 19-
month civil war has escalated since April,
with government and rebel forces accused
of burning people alive, gang rape and
recruiting large numbers of child soldiers.
“We want peace, we are really suffering...
anytime they can come, kill children, rape
the women, burn the children - those in the
houses they burnt them alive,” said David,
recounting what government forces did
when they attacked his village of Koch.

People here survived by retreating into
the rebel-held enclave then fishing in rivers
or gathering water lilies from the swamps.
Their farms have been destroyed, livestock
stolen and grain stores ransacked. Scores of
their neighbours were killed in the fighting,
they say, while others died of disease, sick-
ness or hunger. “Life is very bad, my cows
were all taken by government forces. Here
there is no food at all,” said David, one of
around 30,000 people here who fled intense
fighting to this remote and already hugely
overstretched village.

“The food security situation is alarming,”
according to the United Nations with “nearly
70 percent” of the country’s population - 7.9
million out of 11.6 million people - expected
to face hunger during the current rainy sea-
son. South Sudan’s civil war began in Dec
2013 when President Salva Kiir accused his
former deputy Riek Machar of plotting a
coup, setting off a cycle of retaliatory killings
that has split the poverty-stricken, land-

locked country along ethnic lines. Tens of
thousands have died in the war, according
to the UN, but no official death toll has been
kept. Pressure is once again mounting on
the warring leaders to strike a deal.

From Joy to Despair 
US President Barack Obama, who

wrapped up a two-nation Africa tour yester-
day, has focused attention on South Sudan,

holding talks with regional leaders in
Ethiopia and raising the issue in an address
to the African Union. “The joy of independ-
ence has descended into the despair of vio-
lence,” Obama said of Africa’s newest nation
which broke free from Sudan in 2011.
“Neither Mr Kiir not Mr Machar have shown
any interest in sparing their people from
this suffering or in reaching a political solu-
tion,” Obama said. He promised to “raise the

costs of their intransigence” if a regionally
imposed August 17 deadline for a peace
agreement is not met.

Despite so far failing to halt the fighting,
the east African regional bloc IGAD remains
the best bet for a peace deal, analysts say.
“The coming weeks will require concerted
international action, coordinated with IGAD,
to take the final, necessary steps to secure
an agreement,” the International Crisis
Group (ICG) think tank said in a report
Monday. The group described the initiative
as “the last, best chance for peace”. For those
struggling for survival in the swamplands of
Dablual, an end to fighting cannot come
soon enough. “The government took away
all my cattle and burnt my houses, and
killed some of my relatives,” said Nayluak, a
mother of seven who depends almost
entirely on UN handouts to survive. “I call on
the government and the rebels to sign for
peace and end our suffering,” she said.

In Dablual, World Food Programme
(WFP) planes - too big to land in the
swamplands here - made their first drop for
months. WFP country chief Joyce Luma
called the situation “desperate”. The UN has
warned of a “humanitarian catastrophe”,
with this area just one step away from
famine. At the end of a four-day visit last
week UN aid chief Stephen O’Brien spoke of
the enormous struggles of ordinary South
Sudanese he had met. “They have lost hus-
bands, wives and children. Their homes and
livelihoods have been destroyed,” said
O’Brien. “Women and girls have been tar-
geted throughout the conflict, they have
been beaten, abducted, raped and set on
fire.”  —AFP
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South Sudanese villagers retrieve food aid following an air drop in Dablual,
Mayendit County on July 25, 2015. —AFP

Spanish leftwingers who swept to power in several
major cities last month have removed royal sym-
bols from their town halls, renewing a debate over

the nation’s scandal-hit monarchy. The moves come
despite new King Felipe VI managing to restore some of
the institution’s popularity, which plunged following
scandals during the final years of his father’s reign while
Spain was engulfed in an economic crisis. The most con-
troversial example happened in Barcelona, Spain’s sec-
ond-largest city, where new mayor Ada Colau on
Thursday had a bronze bust of former King Juan Carlos
removed from the town hall’s main chamber.

Colau, a former anti-eviction activist, said the bust
was an “anomaly” since Juan Carlos was no longer head
of state, having handed over the throne to his son
Felipe last year. The mayor headed a left-wing coalition
that won municipal elections in May, backed by new
far-left party Podemos, which favours the abolition of
the monarchy. In the northeastern city of Zaragoza, the
Podemos-led municipal government unilaterally decid-
ed to change the name of its main sports hall from
Principe Felipe to that of a local basketball coach who
died recently.

But on Monday the town hall approved a “urgent”
motion to keep the name as it is, tabled by the conser-
vative Popular Party, which rules at the national level,
with the backing of two other parties. In the southwest-
ern city of Cadiz, which is now also governed by
Podemos, the new mayor replaced a portrait of Juan
Carlos in his office with one of a famous local anarchist.
The leftist town hall of Montcada i Reixac, near
Barcelona, went even further. It removed a portrait of
King Felipe VI from the town hall’s main chamber -
where by law a portrait of the monarch, who is head of
state, must be visible.

‘Historical Revenge’ 
Abel Hernandez, a writer specialising in the Spanish

royals, said it was “a sort of historical revenge” by Spain’s
far-left, factions of which did not take part in the coun-
try’s transition to democracy following the death of
longtime dictator Francisco Franco in 1975. “This is a left
which wants to break with the system put in place by
the 1978 constitution, to revise Spain’s transition,”
Hernandez told AFP. Franco designated Juan Carlos as
his successor, who instead of continuing the dictator-
ship headed the transition to democracy, putting an
end to decades of division that began with a 1936-39
civil war leading to Franco’s rise to power.

Former Franco supporters joined hands with
Socialists, Communists and Catalan nationalists to draw
up Spain’s 1978 constitution, establishing the country
as a democratic constitutional monarchy. Cesar de la
Lama, biographer of Juan Carlos, said the town halls’
actions showed “a derision against the monarchy, a lack
of historical sensibility regarding the king, who con-
tributed to bringing 40 years of stability and democracy
to Spain”.

The monarchy began to lose its lustre during the
twilight years of Juan Carlos’s reign. He outraged
Spaniards in 2012 by going elephant hunting in
Botswana at the height of Spain’s recession. Separately,
his youngest daughter Cristina was accused in a corrup-
tion probe targeting her husband. Only Juan Carlos’s
abdication in favour of his son Felipe in June 2014 man-
aged to stop the slide in the monarchy’s popularity.

But the taboo that previously existed in Spanish
society against criticising the monarchy had started to
erode. Satirical magazines published anti-monarchy
cartoons on their front pages, while books with details
about the royals’ private lives became bestsellers. In
March, Barcelona’s Museum of Contemporary Art fea-
tured a controversial sculpture depicting Juan Carlos
being sodomised and vomiting flowers. With far-left
coalitions now in power in some major cities, the taboo
is also starting to break in public institutions.

“At the moment these are only gestures but behind
them is the desire to substitute the political form of the
state, a parliamentary monarchy, with a republic,” said
Antonio Torres del Moral, a constitutional law lecturer at
Spain’s UNED university. Podemos has promised to
draw up a new constitution if it wins a year-end general
election, which would raise the thorny issue of who acts
as head of state. “In Spain there is a very extensive
republican ideology, however it is probably not domi-
nant, and this is an issue that will have to be addressed
at some point,” Torres del Moral added. —AFP 
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CAPE TOWN: Jean de Villiers is set to make his return for
South Africa when they face Argentina in their final Rugby
Championship test of the year in Durban on Aug. 8.

The centre, who has not played a competitive fixture since
last November having had a complete reconstruction of his
knee, is expected to be added to the Springbok squad in
what is a major boost for the side ahead of the World Cup in
England. It is a sign that South Africa’s long injury list is short-
ening and will be welcome news for coach Heyneke Meyer
after narrow back-to-back Rugby Championship defeats to
Australia and New Zealand. Also likely to be back from injury
are experienced scrumhalf Fourie du Preez and flank Willem
Alberts, who along with De Villiers will be assessed by the
team’s medical staff in Durban and are expected to be added
to Meyer’s options. “It’s wonderful to see a number of players
returning from injury and all of them will be considered if
they are passed fit by our medical team,” Meyer said in a
statement on Tuesday. But the good news was tempered by
news of injuries to prop Jannie du Plessis (knee), flank
Francois Louw (rotator cuff), lock Victor Matfield and wing JP
Pietersen (both hamstring).—Reuters

De Villiers poised for return

CLEVELAND: Matthew Dellavedova has hustled his way back to the Cavaliers.
Dellavedova, who emerged as an unlikely postseason hero when All-Star guard
Kyrie Irving was injured, signed a $1.2 million contract for next season on Monday.

He had been a restricted free agent, and although the Cavs signed Mo Williams
this summer to be Irving’s primary backup, the team wanted to keep Dellavedova
because of the energy he brings off the bench. Dellavedova accepted the Cavs’
qualifying offer and he can be an unrestricted free agent next summer when the
league’s salary cap will expand. He made $816,000 last season.

The Australian has endeared himself to Cleveland fans,
and his teammates adore “Delly” for his non-stop hustle
and attitude. Dellavedova started 13 games during the
regular season, but was forced into a more prominent
role in the playoffs because Irving was slowed by
injuries. With Irving out, Dellavedova scored 19 points
in a series-clinching win over Chicago in the second
round and he scored 20 in Game 3 of the NBA Finals against
Golden State. He was hospitalized following the game for
dehydration. Dellavedova played in 67 games during the regular
season, averaging 4.8 points, 3.0 assists and 1.9 rebounds in 20.6
minutes. He shot a career-high .407 percentage from the 3-point
line.—AP

Cavs sign guard Dellavedova

LONDON: Olympic heptathlon gold medallist Jessica Ennis-Hill has
announced that she is to compete in the world athletics championships in
Beijing next month. “My coach and I have made the decision that I’m going to
make myself available ... for the world champs,” she said on her Twitter account
on Tuesday. Ennis-Hill returned to the sport in May following the birth of her
son. The 29-year-old produced her three best displays since the London
Olympics when she featured at the Anniversary Games in the capital at the
weekend. Ennis-Hill takes her place in a 62-strong British squad for the Aug.
22-30 event in China alongside the likes of fellow Olympic champions Mo
Farah and Greg Rutherford. Farah, who has been dogged by the recent doping

allegations surrounding coach Alberto Salazar, will look to retain his
world titles over 5,000 and 10,000 metres. He also won gold in the

5,000 metres in 2011. Olympic, Commonwealth and European
champion Rutherford is aiming to add the only missing major
gold medal to his long jump collection. Victory at the iconic
Bird’s Nest stadium would also help him become the fourth
Briton, after Daley Thompson, Sally Gunnell and Jonathan
Edwards, to hold simultaneously all four titles. “Beijing is a huge-

ly important event to us, yet this is the first of three huge global
competitions, with the Olympics in Rio next year and the home

world championships in 2017,” said British Athletics per-
formance director Neil Black.—Reuters

Ennis-Hill going to Beijing

ARLINGTON: Alex Rodriguez homered on his
40th birthday, helping the New York Yankees
beat the Texas Rangers 6-2 on Monday night.

Rodriguez’s solo drive in the sixth off Matt
Harrison (1-2) made him only the fourth player
in major league history to homer both as a
teenager and in his 40s, according to STATS,
joining Ty Cobb, Rusty Staub and Gary
Sheffield. It was Rodriguez’s 24th homer this
season and 678th of his career, and it came two
days after he went deep three times against
Minnesota, in his previous game. New York
right-hander Ivan Nova (3-3) allowed two runs
in five innings.

CUBS 9, ROCKIES 8
Kris Bryant’s two-run homer with two outs in

the ninth inning lifted the Cubs to the win.
Colorado had taken an 8-7 lead in the top of
the ninth on a two-run drive by Carlos Gonzalez
for his second homer of the game. But Bryant
drove the second pitch he saw from John
Axford (3-4) over the wall in left-center to snap
a three-game skid for Chicago. Rafael Soriano
(1-0) got the win. Gonzalez had four hits and
four RBIs for the Rockies. The slugger is batting
.459 with 10 homers and 23 RBIs in his last 15
games.

WHITE SOX 10, RED SOX 8
Adam Eaton had three hits and two RBIs,

and the White Sox earned their fifth consecu-
tive win. Eaton had a triple, double and single
to key Chicago’s 15-hit night. Matt Albers (1-0)
got five outs for the win, and David Robertson
pitched the ninth for his 22nd save.

Boston’s David Ortiz homered for the third
time in two games, hitting a two-run shot after
a career-best, seven-RBI night that included
two three-run homers in a win Sunday.

Mookie Betts added three hits and two RBIs
for the Red Sox, who have dropped 10 of 12.
Robbie Ross Jr. (0-1) got the loss.

ROYALS 9, INDIANS 4
Eric Hosmer drove in four runs, Kendrys

Morales added three RBIs and the Royals
opened a 10-game road trip with a victory over
the spiraling Indians.

Hosmer connected for a three-run homer in
the first inning off rookie Cody Anderson (2-2)
as the Royals rolled to their AL-leading 60th win
and improved to 15-5 in their last 20 games.
Edinson Volquez (10-5) worked into the seventh
inning for Kansas City, which will welcome new-
ly acquired ace Johnny Cueto late yesterday.
Rookie Francisco Lindor hit a three-run homer
and Carlos Santana had a solo shot for the
Indians, who have dropped five straight.

CARDINALS 4, REDS 1
Kolten Wong hit a grand slam, powering

Lance Lynn and the Cardinals to the victory.
Wong connected on a 3-2 fastball from rookie
Raisel Iglesias (1-3) with two outs in the fourth,
putting St. Louis ahead 4-1. Wong’s second
career grand slam easily cleared the right- field
wall, landing in the home bullpen.

The Cardinals have won six of seven and
lead the NL Central by 6 1/2 games. Lynn (8-5)
allowed five hits in seven innings, improving to
7-3 against the Reds. Trevor Rosenthal earned
his 31st save in 33 chances after getting two
days off. Jay Bruce hit a sacrifice fly for the Reds,

who have lost seven of 10.

ORIOLES 2, BRAVES 1
Matt Wieters homered leading off the 11th

inning, sending Baltimore to its third straight
victory. Wieters hit a 1-0 pitch from Luis Avilan
(2-4) over the wall in center. It was Wieters’
fourth home run, and his teammates celebrat-
ed by dousing him with a bucket of water at the
plate. Brad Brach (4-2) worked the 11th for the
Orioles, who hadn’t won three in a row since
late June. Rookie Adonis Garcia homered for
the Braves, who have dropped 11 of 15.

RAYS 5, TIGERS 2
Curt Casali homered twice for Tampa Bay,

and Nathan Karns took a one-hit shutout into
the seventh inning. Casali’s first homer came on
the first pitch of the third inning by Anibal
Sanchez, who lost for the first time in nine starts
since June 3. Casali added a towering two-run
homer, his fifth of the season, off Bruce Rondon
in the eighth. Detroit lost for the seventh time
in 10 games.

Consecutive doubles by Steven Souza Jr.
and Kevin Kiermaier made it 2-0 in the fourth,

and Logan Forsythe had a two-out RBI single
off Sanchez (10-8) in the fifth. Karns (6-5) gave
up one run and three hits in six-plus innings,
winning six days after a 1-0 victory at
Philadelphia in which he hit a home run. Brad
Boxberger pitched the ninth for his 25th save.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, MARINERS 3
Paul Goldschmidt hit his 22nd homer of the

season in the first inning and scored the go-
ahead run in the 10th on Jake Lamb’s sacrifice
fly as Arizona beat Seattle. The Diamondbacks
won their third straight despite blowing a 3-2
lead in the ninth inning. They took advantage
of control issues by Seattle closer Carson Smith
(1-4) in the 10th to regain the lead.

Andrew Chafin pitched the 10th for his sec-
ond save, striking out Seth Smith for the final
out with the tying run at second base.

Arizona was one out from winning in the
ninth, but Mike Zunino lined an RBI single on a
0-2 pitch off reliever Oliver Perez (2-1) to score
pinch-runner Chris Taylor with the tying run.

GIANTS 4, BREWERS 2
Brandon Crawford hit a two-run homer to

help rookie Chris Heston win his fifth consecu-
tive decision, and San Francisco beat
Milwaukee for its sixth straight victory. Heston
(11-5) allowed two runs and five hits over seven
innings as the defending World Series champi-
ons moved a season-high 11 games over .500

with their seventh home victory in a row and
12th in 13 overall. Milwaukee outfielder Carlos
Gomez was ejected in the ninth after tossing
his helmet following a replay reversal of what

had been a stolen base. He later threw a batting
glove. Brewers manager Craig Counsell came
out to argue and also got tossed, his first career
ejection as a player or manager. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB      
NY Yankees 56 42 .571 -       
Toronto 50 50 .500 7       
Baltimore 49 49 .500 7       
Tampa Bay 50 51 .495 7.5   
Boston 44 56 .440 13      

Central Division
Kansas City 60 38 .612 -       
Minnesota 52 46 .531 8       
Detroit 48 51 .485 12.5  
Chicago White Sox 47 50 .485 12.5  
Cleveland 45 53 .459 15      

Western Division
LA Angels 55 43 .561 -       
Houston 55 45 .550 1       
Texas 47 51 .480 8       
Seattle 46 54 .460 10      
Oakland 44 56 .440 12      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 52 45 .536 -       
NY Mets 51 48 .515 2       
Atlanta 46 53 .465 7       
Miami 41 58 .414 12      
Philadelphia 37 63 .370 16.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 64 35 .646 -       
Pittsburgh 57 41 .582 6.5   
Chicago Cubs 52 46 .531 11.5  
Cincinnati 43 54 .443 20      
Milwaukee 43 57 .430 21.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 56 44 .560 -       
San Francisco 55 44 .556 0.5   
Arizona 47 51 .480 8       
San Diego 47 52 .475 8.5   
Colorado 42 55 .433 12.5  

MLB results/standings
Baltimore 2, Atlanta 1 (11 innings); Chicago White Sox 10, Boston 8; Tampa Bay 5, Detroit 2; Kansas City 9,
Cleveland 4; NY Yankees 6, Texas 2; Chicago Cubs 9, Colorado 8; St. Louis 4, Cincinnati 1; Arizona 4, Seattle 3 (10
innings); San Francisco 4, Milwaukee 2.

CHICAGO: Cubs’ Jorge Soler watches his RBI single during the fourth inning of a baseball
game against the Colorado Rockies. —AP

ARLINGTON: Texas Rangers’ Leonys Martin slides safely into second on a steal as New York Yankees second baseman Brendan Ryan reaches out for a wide throw to the bag in the second
inning. —AP

Yankees thrash Rangers, Cubs win
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WELLINGTON: Researchers say they have
been unable to find any definitive links
between rugby and long-term physical and
psychological health problems in former
players.

The study conducted by New Zealand’s
Auckland University of Technology, funded
by governing body World Rugby and sup-
ported by New Zealand Rugby, took place
between October, 2012 and March 2015,
and involved 131 retired elite rugby players,
281 retired amateur community rugby play-
ers and 73 retired non-contact sports play-
ers.

Researchers assessed the general and
cognitive health of participants from New
Zealand who played rugby at a professional
or community level from the 1980s until the
2000s and compared results to age-
matched control groups.

World Rugby, released study’s findings on
Monday, said the research “does not provide
definitive links between rugby and long-

term cognitive health issues and further
research is required in this priority player
welfare area.”

“The study showed that rugby players
performed above average in some tests
compared to non-contact sports players and
less well in others,” World Rugby said in a
statement. “It is therefore difficult to draw
robust conclusions about the links between
rugby and long-term cognitive health issues
and highlights the need for further in-depth
research.”

In their findings, researchers said further
targeted research was needed to assess the
impact of concussion on long-term balance
and cognitive brain function. Arthritis and
cardiovascular health in retired athletes also
requires further investigation.

Researchers said ex-sportsmen reported
better health, were more likely to be in long-
term relationships, generally had higher
incomes and were less likely to smoke ciga-
rettes than the general New Zealand male

population. They also found that ex-sports-
men, irrespective of the number of concus-
sions reported, had no differences in marital
status, hours worked per week, income,
arthritis, medication use, mental health
issues, sleeping patterns, frequency of alco-
hol use, current smoking levels, and current
physical activity levels. Athletes who report-
ed four or more concussions during their
careers performed worse in some, but not
all, neuropsychological testing and those
who had one to three concussions had a
worse result in one of five balance tests.

The head of the International Rugby
Players’ Association, Rob Nichol, welcomed
the study’s findings and said while its results
were not conclusive, “hopefully the learn-
ings will allow for more targeted research in
the future.”

Researchers warned that because recruit-
ment of former players to the study was dif-
ficult, results were only indicative and find-
ings should be treated with caution. —AP

Study fails to link rugby 

to long-term health impact
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SAN RAFAEL: No blaming or booing the
umpire for a questionable called third
strike this week in a Northern California
independent league.

The human element that many in
baseball appreciate will be absent dur-
ing an experiment for a pair of games. A
computer will call balls and strikes as
the home plate umpire handles all of
his other regular duties. “It’s going to be
strange yelling at that computer,” San
Francisco Giants manager Bruce Bochy
joked. Late yesterday night, the com-
puter system will stand in for pitch calls
in what is considered to be the first pro-
fessional game without the umpire
making those decisions. A full umpiring
crew will be there for everything else.
Former outfielder Eric Byrnes will over-
see the computer.

“I have been pushing for a comput-

erized strike zone for years,” Byrnes said.
“Just like instant replay was, it is long
overdue. Very much looking forward to
seeing how the entire process unfolds. I
truly believe we are very close to seeing
it implemented in the big leagues, just
a matter of time.”

The San Rafael Pacifics will use the
automated technology in two games
against the Vallejo Admirals at Albert
Field. The program, Pitchf/x, comes
from the company Sportvision in near-
by Fremont, offering technology to
track and digitally record the full trajec-
tory of live pitches within an inch of
accuracy.  “Personally,  I  have some
empathy for those guys back there. It’s
not easy to track a 100 mph baseball
less than a quarter of an inch,” Toronto
Blue Jays knuckleballer R.A. Dickey said.
“That’s tough on the human eye. I’m

prone to have a little more grace. The
one thing you hope for is for consisten-
cy.”

The technology features three cam-
eras that record the velocity, trajectory
and location of every pitch to deter-
mine how closely each pitcher comes
to hitting the catcher’s target.

Not that this will necessarily reach
the major leagues any time soon - if
ever - despite Byrnes’ efforts and ener-
gy. “I have a hard time seeing that ever
happen,” Toronto manager John
Gibbons said. “It ’ll give somebody a
wild idea, though. I guess nobody ever
figured they ’d see replay,  so who
knows.” Baseball Commissioner Rob
Manfred doesn’t envision it either. “I
think we are a ways away from the
technology on, using technology to call
balls and strikes. I really do,” Manfred

said. “It’s because of speed. It’s because
of technology limitations. It’s because
quite frankly, the strike zone is different
for every single guy.”

Byrnes will be umpire of the strike
zone to relay the information from the
computer everyone in the ballpark. Each
night, he plans to donate $100 for each
walk and strikeout to the Pat Tillman
Foundation and $10,000 if he ejects a
player for arguing balls and strikes.

“Hopefully somebody gets tossed,” he
quipped. Pacifics assistant general man-
ager Vinnie Longo is happy to have his
team test out the system and be part of
history, too.

“I think that the issue of the automat-
ed umpire is going to come to Major
League Baseball at some point in the
near future, and that we can provide an
excellent setting to serve as a trial,”

Longo said. “We have a lot of traditional-
ists in our office when it comes to tech-
nology in baseball, but we all feel that
this is an exciting opportunity to test out
an emerging and controversial part of
baseball.”

Even instant replay has had its share
of critics along the way. Dickey appreci-
ates any work to improve baseball even
if he is rooting for umpires to stay for the
long haul.

“We’ve seen replay for the most part
be a success. You have to be open to
anything that will uphold the integrity of
the game,” he said. “Even with replay
there are still some really gray calls. That
being said, the behind-the-plate umpire,
I enjoy the human error component of it.
It makes for a good spectator sport.
“Plus, it wouldn’t give us anybody to yell
at. That’s kind of part of the fun.”—AP

Baseball teams to have computer call balls and strikes

England aim to overcome 

Mitch hitch in third Test
BIRMINGHAM: Joe Root is confident
England’s latest collapse against an
Australia pace attack led by Mitchell
Johnson won’t still haunt them come the
third Ashes Test at Edgbaston starting
today.

Left-arm fast bowler Johnson took 37
wickets at 14 apiece as Australia thrashed
England 5-0 on home soil to regain the
Ashes in 2013/14. Johnson, however, was
mocked by England fans while going
wicketless during the first innings of
Australia’s 169-run defeat in Cardiff in the
opening match of the current Ashes cam-
paign.

It was though a very different story in
the second Test at Lord’s, where Johnson
had match figures of six for 80 during
Australia’s crushing 405-run win that lev-
elled the five-match series at 1-1.

England captain Alastair Cook may be
in better form than Australia counterpart
Michael Clarke but that counted for little
as the hosts, with Johnson taking three
cheap wickets, slumped to a humiliating
103 all out in their second innings.

But a defiant Root said of Johnson: “It’s
wrong to single one man out. You look at
Cardiff and he only got two expensive
wickets so it’s about putting him under
pressure.”

England have responded to their
drubbing at Lord’s by dropping Gary
Ballance and promoting the experienced
Ian Bell-himself struggling for runs to
Ballance’s positon of number three, with
Jonny Bairstow coming into the side at
the expense of his Yorkshire colleague.

‘EXTRA PACE’ 
Australia left-arm fast bowler Mitchell

Starc was not concerned by England’s
attempts to stabilise a top order that has
been 43 for three or worse seven times in
their past 13 Test innings and promised
there would be no let-up from the
tourists’ pace attack.

“I am sure we will be following suit
from what Mitch (Johnson) dished up at
the end at Lord’s,” said Starc. “It is great to
see a few of the guys jumping about, and
we got a few wickets that way. We have
got extra pace in our side.”

This year has seen England bounce
back from defeats by the West Indies and
New Zealand with a win in their very next
Test. “Throughout this summer we’ve
always come back from heavy defeats
well,” said Root. “There’s so much confi-
dence in the camp and we’ll be looking
to put them back on the back foot today.”

The second Test defeat prompted
England’s Australian coach Trevor Bayliss
to call for a livelier surface than the one
on which England great James Anderson
went wicketless at Lord’s.

But Starc was unconcerned by the
state of the Edgbaston pitch. “It doesn’t
matter what they dish up, we’ve got all
bases covered,” he said. Bell has scored
just one fifty in 12 Test innings since he
made a hundred against the West Indies
in Antigua three months ago.

In welcoming his promotion to num-
ber three, Bell-looking to become the first
Warwickshire batsman to score a Test
hundred at Edgbaston-said Monday: 

“I know I haven’t performed to the
best of my ability in the last two months.
“It’s a good opportunity to take some
responsibility and score some runs.”

Bairstow’s recall for his first Test since
he featured at Sydney last year is set to
be England’s lone personnel change after
fast bowler Mark Wood, who has a history
of ankle trouble, came through Monday’s
net session. Bairstow is averaging over a
hundred in the County Championship
this season, having scored five centuries,
but how well that has prepared him to
face Australia’s quicks remains to be seen.
Australia, meanwhile, are set to field an
unchanged side. Opener Chris Rogers,
who made a Test-best 173 in the first
innings, is set to be given the all-clear
after a balance problem in the inner ear
forced him off the field on the fourth and
final day at Lord’s. Wicket-keeper Peter
Nevill is also likely to retain is place after
impressing on debut last time out even
though Brad Haddin is available again
after withdrawing for “family reasons”
ahead of the second Test.—AFP

BIRMINGHAM: England captain Alastair Cook has
backed Ian Bell to return to form following the vet-
eran batsman’s promotion to number three for the
third Ashes Test at Edgbaston.

Bell, England’s most experienced batsman, hav-
ing made his Test debut 11 years ago, has struggled
for runs during the Ashes thus far with scores of
one, 60, one and 11 in the first two matches. 

There had been speculation that, with England
repeatedly suffering top-order collapses, Bell might
be dropped for the third Test at his Warwickshire
home ground starting today after Australia levelled
the five-match series at 1-1 with a crushing 405-run
win at Lord’s.

But despite two failures in the second Test, Bell
has been promoted to number three after England
dropped Gary Ballance and brought in Jonny
Bairstow to bat at five. “He’s delighted to be back at
three,” Cook said of Bell yesterday.

“It’s a great opportunity to get in and make his
mark on the game. He’s a proven international play-
er and I think he’ll relish the chance to bat at three.
“Also being at his home ground is a really great
opportunity.”  There had been speculation that the
in-form Joe Root might be promoted to number
three and opening batsman Cook said: “The selec-
tors would have thrown that around in the meet-
ings.

“But they decided (to go with) the experience
Ian’s got in terms of 100-odd Test matches.  “Belly at
three and Rooty at four looks pretty good.” Cook
added: “We’ve found ourselves over the last six
months or so three wickets down early on too
many occasions. So there has been a bit of a rejig.

“Congratulations to Jonny - he’s knocked the

door down, with his weight of runs for Yorkshire,
averaging over 100 for the side that’s top of the
league. That’s fantastic cricket at any level, let alone
the First Division with Yorkshire.”

Bell’s recent performances have revived a long-
standing criticism that, for all the technical ability
that has yielded over 7,000 Test runs at an average
of more than 43 with 22 hundreds, he is rarely a
man for a crisis. “I still believe that when I’m playing
at my best I’m a world-class player,” Bell, whose 562
runs at an average of 62 played a key role in
England’s 2013 home Ashes series win, told Sky
Sports. “I know that I haven’t done that to my capa-
bility over the last six or seven Test matches, and
hopefully this is the start of me kicking on and
going forward again.”

England have a fitness doubt regarding fast
bowler Mark Wood, who has a history of ankle trou-
ble, with Steven Finn standing by if the Durham
paceman is ruled out. “We’re a little bit concerned
with Woody and we’ll have to make that call tomor-
row,” said Cook.

Despite the scale of England’s defeat at Lord’s,
Cook backed his side to bounce back at Edgbaston
with the team having followed every previous Test
defeat they’ve suffered this year with a win.

“It’s 1-1, a three-match series now and we need
to win two games to do something very special,”
said Cook. “That’s what is keeping everyone going.
Lord’s was an absolute disaster in one sense, after
Cardiff (where England won the first Test by 169
runs) to play as badly as that. 

“That’s gone now. As  professional sportsmen
you have to keep looking forward to the next thing
rather than keep dwelling on the past.”—AFP

BRIMINGHAM: Australia’s Chris Rogers throws a ball back during net practice in preparation for the
third Ashes Test cricket match against England at Edgbaston. —AP

Cook backs Bell to toll

for England during Ashes

LONDON: This is a Sept. 7, 1987 file photo of Nottinghamshire’s South African cap-
tain Clive Rice, as he holds the trophy surrounded by team mates, after winning the
NatWest Trophy on the balcony of the pavillion at Lord’s after his team’s triumph
over Northamptonshire. —AP

JOHANNESBURG: Former all-rounder Clive
Rice, the first post-apartheid captain of South
Africa, died yesterday aged 66, an official
from the national cricket association said

Rice, who had been suffering from a brain
tumour and was admitted to hospital last
weekend with severe stomach pain, played
most of his cricket during South Africa’s 20-
year isolation from the international game.
He was selected for a 1971-72 tour of
Australia, which was cancelled because of
opposition to the South African government’s
policy of apartheid.

When South Africa returned to the inter-
national fold in November 1991, Rice was
appointed captain of a team which played
three one-day internationals (ODIs) in India.

But he was controversially omitted from
the South Africa team which played in the
1992 World Cup in Australia and New Zealand
with the selectors placing an emphasis on
youth. Former South Africa stars paid tribute
to Rice, who played in 482 first-class matches
for Transvaal, Natal and Nottinghamshire,
scoring 26,331 runs at an average of 40.95.

He also took 930 wickets at an average of
22.49 before retiring in 1994. Pat Symcox
tweeted: “Devastated ... a great friend and
wonderful man. Clive Rice has passed away.
The world is a poorer place”. Peter Kirsten
called him “one of the most formidable, gifted
and competitive all-rounders that any age of
the game has ever seen”.

Herschelle Gibbs tweeted: “Sorry to hear
about the passing of Clive Rice’ ‘Ricey’ ...
astute captain and a man that played the
game hard.” Former national cricket associa-

tion president and Test skipper Ali Bacher also
lavished praise on Rice. “Clive Rice was a truly
great all-rounder,” he said. “Had it not been for
apartheid, he would have been a world great
in the game of cricket.

“He was in the same class as Ian Botham
and Richard Hadlee.”Clive possessed huge
determination and courage and was one of
the best cricketers South Africa has pro-
duced.” International Cricket Council chief
executive and former South Africa wicket-
keeper David Richardson described Rice as a
“giant”.

“Rice was a giant of the game, not just in
South Africa, but across the cricketing world,”
he said in a statement. “Though his interna-
tional appearances for the Proteas were limit-
ed to just three ODIs, Clive was a hugely inspi-
rational figure for those of us who had the
privilege to represent our country since read-
mission to international cricket in 1991.

“It was fitting that Clive was named cap-
tain of the national team on that historic first
tour to India. “Clive was hugely regarded
across the world game as a player, but later as
a coach and mentor, where he inspired the
likes of Lance Klusener, Shaun Pollock and
Jonty Rhodes. “He will be greatly missed by
those who knew him. “On behalf of the ICC, I
would like to extend our condolences to his
wife and children at this difficult time.”

In an era of notable all-rounders, including
Ian Botham, Imran Khan, Kapil Dev and
Hadlee, Rice’s exploits were limited to South
African domestic cricket, the English county
championship and Kerry Packer’s World Series
Cricket. He excelled in them all.—AFP

Former South Africa 

skipper Clive Rice dies

Nevill gets nod

ahead of Haddin
BIRMINGHAM: Peter Nevill has got the nod
ahead of Brad Haddin as Australia’s wicket-
keeper for the third Ashes Test against
England at Edgbaston starting today.

Captain Michael Clarke said selection
chairman Rod Marsh and coach Darren
Lehmann had spoken to him about their deci-
sion to play Nevill but refused to rule out a
possible return for Haddin, 37, in the future.
“He’s a great man Hadds..I’ve really loved hav-
ing him as vice captain and he’s performed
exceptionally well,” Clarke told reporters yes-
terday. “He’s still working hard and will now
wait for his opportunity whether that be
through injury or getting another chance.”
Haddin, who has 66 test caps, played in the
opening game in Cardiff but sat out the sec-
ond match at Lord’s for family reasons.

That paved the way for Nevill to make his
debut in Australia’s series-levelling win during
which the 29-year-old took seven catches and
scored a brisk 45 in the first innings.

Clarke said he had yet to speak to Chris
Rogers after the opening batsman survived a
stiff examination from his bowling team
mates in the nets on Monday.

Rogers, 37, had to retire in the second
innings at Lord’s after suffering a dizzy spell. “I
haven’t seen him today so I’m looking for-
ward to seeing how he pulls up after he bat-
ted really well in the nets yesterday,” said
Clarke. “It’s important for us to run with this
momentum while we have it, take confidence
from Lord’s but also remember how disci-
plined England were in Cardiff. We know how
good an opposition they are.”

Clarke paid tribute to the out-of-form Ian
Bell who will move up one place in England’s
batting order following Gary Ballance’s exclu-
sion. “Belly’s been a class player for a long
period so I don’t think moving up to number

three is going to bother him too much,” he
added. “Adam Lyth might feel a little more
pressure because he hasn’t played as much
test cricket as someone like Belly,” said Clarke
of the opening batsman who has also strug-
gled for runs in this series.

“Belly’s a helluva player who has been
extremely successful over a long period of
time,” said Clarke. “Whether he makes runs in
this test or not I’m certain it’s not the end of
his career. After this series I’d like to see him
go on and make plenty more hundreds but in
this series I’d like to keep his runs to a mini-
mum.”—Reuters

BIRMINGHAM: Australia’s Brad Haddin
(left) and Australia’s Peter Nevill walk
for nets practice in preparation for the
third Ashes Test cricket match. —AP
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TOKYO: The firm of architects whose
design for Japan’s new Olympic stadium
was scrapped said the ballooning costs
that doomed their plan were due partly
to an uncompetitive selection of contrac-
tors and that warnings about this were
ignored.

UK-based Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA)
also said yesterday it had initially learned
that Japan was going “back to zero” on
the stadium plan through news reports,
and that it later received a “brief official
notice” from the Japan Sport Council
(JSC), which owns and runs the stadium,
of the decision.

Costs for the New National Stadium,
set to be the centrepiece of the 2020
Summer Olympics in Tokyo, soared to
$2.1 billion, nearly twice original esti-

mates, sparking widespread outrage that
prompted Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
decide nearly two weeks ago to abandon
the Zaha Hadid design. The company said
in a statement, however, that it had
worked to reduce cost estimates after its
design was selected in an international
competition in 2012 and had been
approved by the JSC.

It said sharp rises in construction costs
in Japan, the need to have the stadium
completed by a fixed date and the use of
a two-stage tender process, in which the
contractor was named before any invita-
tion to submit cost estimates and without
any international competition, helped
inflate costs.

“Our warning was not heeded that
selecting contractors too early in a heat-

ed construction market and without suffi-
cient competition would lead to an overly
high estimate of the cost of construction,”
the statement added. 

Officials at the JSC were not immedi-
ately able to comment. The decision to
abandon the design for the stadium also
meant that key matches in the 2019 rug-
by World Cup are without a home, dam-
aging Japan’s reputation for organisation-
al prowess, especially in the sporting
world. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN
Japanese officials have said the origi-

nal design for the stadium, which will
host the opening and closing ceremonies
at the 2020 Summer Games, helped
Tokyo win the right to host the Olympics

in 2013. But the futuristic design, derided
as a bicycle helmet, its vast scale and the
two massive arches running the full
length of the structure were blamed for
the soaring costs, sparking a backlash
that threatened to become a political
burden for Abe at a delicate time when
he was passing other key policies. The
architects said that going back to the
drawing board and holding a new design
competition, as Japan has said it will do,
will not help the fundamental problems
and may even worsen things. “Due to the
rising cost of building in Tokyo, further
delays and a rushed design process, led
by a construction contractor, risk produc-
ing a lower standard National Stadium
with limited future usage,” the statement
said, adding that the company has

offered its services to Japan as it reviews
plans. Japan’s Olympics Minister said last
week that nothing has been decided
about what they want in the new stadi-
um, including its cost. The government
says construction is set to begin early
next year and finish in 2020.

In the latest in a series of woes to hit
the stadium, the Education and Sports
Ministry said on Tuesday the official
tasked with overseeing construction of
the stadium is set to resign in what
Education and Sports Minister Hakubun
Shimomura called a standard personnel
reshuffle. Japan has already paid out
around 5.9 billion yen ($47.62 million) to
Hadid, other architects and construction
firms, media reports say, with little of that
money likely to be recovered.—Reuters

Warnings on stadium cost rises were ignored —designers

Katie Ledecky

KAZAN: USA Swimming was rubbing its hands
with glee when it announced a squad packed
full of gold medal winners and record breakers
for the 2015 world championships, but that was
a year ago and the team that lands in Kazan may
need time to fire on all cylinders.

Twelve months can be an eternity in the pool
and while Katie Ledecky and Ryan Lochte take
huge reputations to Russia, the form they were
in then and where they are now are likely to be
poles apart.

Normally US teams arrive at major global
meets battle hardened and razor sharp from do-
or-die qualifying events but for Kazan, a group
picked from results at last year’s national and
Pan Pacific championships has left swimmers
idling. “It is going to be a big challenge for this
group, we don’t come off a selection meet,”
men’s head coach Dave Durden said.

“This team has been 12 months in the mak-
ing, so we kind of lose a little bit of the momen-
tum that you have from the trials heading into a

championship format. “We’re going to have to
generate that, we’re kind of starting dead in the
water.” There may be some uncertainty about
what to expect from the 47-strong squad but
even so, the United States is still expected to
take home a lion’s share of the medals.

The Kazan championships will also provide a
valuable litmus test for a team heading to Russia
without talisman Michael Phelps, banned by US
Swimming from competing at the world’s after
being convicted of a drink driving offence late
last year. Natalie Coughlin, who shares the dis-
tinction of being the most decorated American
women’s Olympic swimmer of all time, will also
be a spectator, having failed to earn a spot on
the team.

Even with those notable absentees, the US
squad does not lack for depth or quality, with
the record-smashing Ledecky and Missy Franklin
spearheading the women’s effort, while Lochte
will be eager to prove that last year’s woes are
behind him. Winner of 11 Olympic medals,

Lochte heads to Kazan coming off what he
described as the worst season of his swimming
career and will compete in just two individual
events, the 200 metres individual medley and
200m freestyle.

“I had a really bad year last year, it was proba-
bly my worst in swimming but that was my
fault,” he said during a pre-championship tele-
conference.

“I should have taken care of myself outside
the pool but that year happened. I’m throwing
that year out now this year has been a lot better.”

Only 18 and the world’s most dominant
swimmer, Ledecky will be much busier in Russia,
competing in four individual freestyle events as
she defends world titles in the 400m, 800m and
1500m, and adds the 200m free to her program.

Franklin, winner of six gold medals at the
2013 Barcelona world championships, will have
another full program in Kazan, racing in the
100m and 200m freestyle as well as the 100m
and 200m backstroke and three relays.—Reuters

‘Dead in water’ US team 

expects slow start in KazanMUMBAI:  Indian sprinter Dutee Chand
feels her life is back on track after being
cleared to race following the Court of
Arbitration for Sport’s (CAS) ruling on
gender testing guidelines.

The Lausanne-based court suspend-
ed the governing International
Association of Athletics Federations’
(IAAF) regulations regarding hyperan-
drogenism, a condition which produces
high testosterone levels, for two years.

Monday’s ruling cleared the way for
the 19-year-old to compete again in
both domestic and international events
after she was forced to sit out for about a
year.

“When I heard that CAS had allowed
me to participate again in international
meets, I  felt l ike I  got my life back,”
Chand, the under-18 national champion
over 100 metres, told the Indian Express
newspaper. “Over the past year I was fac-
ing an uncertain future. Running is all I
know and it is what I love the most. “Till
the verdict was pronounced I did not
know what the future held in store. This
is the happiest day of my life.”

The daughter of a weaver couple
from the eastern Indian state of Orissa,
Chand was dropped from India’s contin-
gent for the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games and the Asian Games in Incheon
after her naturally-occurring testos-
terone levels were found in breach of
the IAAF’s guidelines.

She was advised to have surgery and

get medication but instead decided to
challenge the guidelines at CAS, who
asked the IAAF to present scientific evi-
dence proving enhanced testosterone
levels improved performance in hyper-
androgenic athletes.

“In the absence of such evidence, the
CAS Panel was unable to conclude that
hyperandrogenic female athletes may
benefit from such a significant perform-
ance advantage that it is necessary to
exclude them from competing in the
female category,” CAS said in a state-
ment.

“Should the IAAF not file any scientific
evidence within the two-year period
granted by the CAS Panel,  the
Hyperandrogenism Regulations will be
declared void.”

Chand said her training had been
severely hampered due to the situation
but had set qualification for next year’s
Rio Olympics as her target.

The IAAF defended its regulations,
saying they were framed after lengthy
consultations with experts in conjunc-
tion with the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

“The IAAF will now meet as soon as
possible with its experts, and with the
IOC and its experts, to discuss how best
to address this interim ruling by the
CAS,” the body said in a statement. “The
IAAF will make no further comments on
this subject until those discussions are
concluded.” —Reuters

Indian Chand cleared to 

compete after CAS ruling 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
issued a statement in which it rejected
the complaint of Kuwait Olympic
Committee to stop Kuwait’s sports activ-
ities.

The statement said that the KSSC
Board of Directors discussed the letter
received from the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) on June 22, 2015,
based on a complaint from Kuwait
Olympic Committee (KOC), which aims
to ask international associations to stop
Kuwait’s international sports participa-
tion. The statement said “we were dis-
turbed by continued attempts to control
Kuwait ’s sports movement, and the
damage all sports authorities are suffer-
ing based on complaints issued in
Kuwait to the (IOC) and international
associations, without justification and in
violation of Kuwait and international
laws.

The statement continued “the letter
received from the IOC has a clear threat
to stop Kuwait international sports activ-
ities and deprive Kuwait athletes from
representing their country under the
Kuwaiti flag as previously in 2010, when
athletes were forced to represent Kuwait
under the Olympic flag, and Kuwait
National Anthem was not played when
Kuwaiti shooters won the medals during

the Asian Games in China.” 
The statement said “if it was not for

the intervention of HH the Amir, we
would not have been able to make
Olympic achievement in London 2012,
and the raising of Kuwait flag at the
games.”

The statement added “As Kuwait
Shooting Federation and Shooting Club
confirm that it respects all legislations
issued by the state and carry the signa-
ture of HH the Amir, it also respects the
right of concerned authorities to legal
and financial supervision according to
the laws that were issued lately, which
agree with the Olympic charter, as the
state’s concerned authorities are provid-
ing all forms of support, particularly
financially, which means that Kuwait
sports relies totally on budgets provided
by the state, and it is known that all
sports bodies do not receive financial
support from KOC or IOC, KSSF and KSSC
confirm that they were no illegal inter-
ventions by state authorities, and hope
that we do not face suspensions oor
sanctions that destroy what has been
achieved during efforts spanning
decades in order to raise the flag of
Kuwait and make the technical and
administrative achievements at the
international and Olympic levels.

KSSC rejects KOC complaint

TORONTO: Basking in the glow of a hugely suc-
cessful Pan American Games Toronto mayor
John Tory was looking at an Olympic bid in a
more sobering light on Monday as Boston
pulled out of the 2024 Summer Games race.

Emboldened by a Pan Am experience that
won rave reviews, Canadian Olympic Committee
(COC) president Marcel Aubut used a closing
news conference to officially kick off a campaign
to convince Canada’s largest city to bid for the
2024 Summer Olympics.

That enthusiasm was tempered on Monday
with news that Boston was ending its candidacy
for the 2024 Olympics, putting a spotlight on the
many challenges and pitfalls that await any city
looking to land the world’s biggest sporting
extravaganza.

The US Olympic Committee rescinded
Boston’s bid after the city’s mayor said taxpayers
could not afford to host the large-scale event.

The move was met with relief by
Massachusetts officials, who had faced an active
opposition campaign that fought the idea of
hosting the Games, forecast to cost more than
$8.6 billion.

Tory has seemed intrigued about the
prospect of a 2024 bid but has not yet commit-
ted to throwing the city’s hat into a crowded
ring that already includes Paris, Rome, Budapest
and Hamburg, Germany. “They say you shouldn’t
go shopping when you are hungry,” a cautious
Tory told Reuters in a phone interview. “I think
these kind of big decisions have to be made, not
on emotion but based on sensible, rational, fact-
based discussion and consultation.

“We can be very enthusiastic and positive
about of what I think were a very successful first
part of these two sets of Games, but that enthu-
siasm alone is not the sole basis upon which you
should be making a big important decision.”

For 16 days, Toronto got a taste of the
Olympic experience and ate it up with gusto, fill-
ing stadiums and arenas, eager to be part of the
Pan Am excitement.

More than one million tickets were sold as
Canadian athletes gave locals plenty of reason to

come out and cheer as the team won a record 78
gold and 217 medals overall.

But the Pan Am Games’ $1.4 billion price tag
is a fraction of what it would cost to host an
Olympics, and Canadians are well aware of the
financial risks, Montreal needing decades to pay
down the $1.5 bill ion debt from the 1976
Summer Games.

Toronto has failed in two bids for the Summer
Olympics losing to Atlanta in 1996 and Beijing in
2008 and last year a Toronto economic develop-
ment committee unanimously rejected the idea
of another Olympic bid. With a Sept. 15 deadline
looming for cities to submit a letter of intent to
the International Olympic Committee, time is
short but Tory says the city will not be rushed.

The mayor said he would wait until the Aug.

7-15 ParaPan Games are completed, before he
dives into planning for an Olympic bid that
would require widespread support from all three
levels of government: Toronto city council,
provincial and federal governments which will
have to provide financial guarantees. “There are
a lot of people to consult,” Tory said.

“It is fine that my signature has to appear at
the bottom together with Aubut’s, but obviously
the partnership with the other governments is
crucial.

“The members of city council are people
that obviously have something to say about
this. Then there are the other people, the busi-
ness community, the labor movement, the
sports community who you would want to
hear from.” —Reuters

Boston flop a sobering reminder to Toronto

LOS ANGELES: In this July 28, 1984, file photo, the Olympic flame is flanked by a scoreboard
signifying the formal opening of the XXIII Olympiad after it was lit by Rafer Johnson during the
opening ceremonies in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. Embarrassing as it was, the US
Olympic Committee won’t necessarily be remembered for its ungainly dumping of Boston as a
bid city for the 2024 Olympics.—APDutee Chand
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WOBURN: Less than three years after his
magical putter inspired a ‘miracle’ Ryder
Cup victory for Europe, Ian Poulter says
his touch on the greens has temporarily
deserted him.

The world number 33 has missed the
cut in his last two outings, the Scottish
and British Opens, and he puts his sub-
standard performances down to a lack
of belief with the shortest club in the
bag.

“I’m not disappointed how I played
because I thought I played good but I’m
disappointed I didn’t hole my fair share
of putts,” Poulter told Reuters in an inter-
view.

“It’s back to the drawing board now,
I’ve got to try to visually see my lines.
“Some weeks you just can’t see the right
lines, you can’t visualise the ball going in
the hole, and that puts the rest of your
game under pressure to hit it close.”

Poulter showed nerves of steel when
he sank five birdie putts in as many
holes on the penultimate day to haul
Europe out of trouble before the team
went on to secure their ‘Miracle of
Medinah’ triumph over the United States
in 2012.

The U.S. led 10-4 at one point during
the Saturday four-balls before a Poulter-
inspired Europe stormed to a 14 1/2-13
1/2 victory against their shell-shocked
hosts.

The Englishman said he must now
knuckle down on the practice putting
green to get the right feel back in his
stroke. “I need to go above and beyond, I
need to find the time to put the hours in,
put the reps in, before the next event,”
said the Florida-based Poulter, who has
15 international victories to his name.
“We all rely on putting, we all hit it well
from tee to green but unless you hole

the putts you are not going to win tour-
naments. I’ve had great times and won
great tournaments but my putting has
held me back.

“I need to work harder on that, put in
even more hours. It’s time for me to put
more emphasis on my putting,” added
Poulter, as he hosted an annual event at
his home course of Woburn that
includes junior golfers wearing his sig-
nature clothing collection (www.ijpde-
sign.com).

FINAL MAJOR Next on the agenda for
the 39-year-old is the WGC-Bridgestone
Invitational in Akron, Ohio starting on
Aug. 6, immediately followed by the
year ’s final major, the U.S. PGA
Championship at Whistling Straits in
Wisconsin.

“Akron is not a good course for me so
I probably won’t play more than three or
four holes in practice but I’ll spend a day

on the putting green on the
Wednesday,” said Poulter, who is still
searching for his first win in a major.

“Sometimes you stand over a putt,
you visually see the line and you hit the
line. It sounds silly to say but you just
don’t have that feeling all the time.

“Something is not quite right
whether it’s in my setup, my posture, my
grip, my eyeline, once I find that com-
fortable feeling again the putts will just
start to go in.

“It’s not until you keep missing putts
that you realise there’s an issue. I’ve
been there before so it’s no surprise
when it works itself back in every now
and again so it’s about refocusing, tick-
ing off my check list of things again and
getting back on track.”

Some of the world’s leading golfers
have a specialist putting coach to help
them out with their stroke but that is

not an idea that Poulter wanted to
exploit. “I’m happy to do it myself,” he
said. “In 14 years, I’ve been out of the top
50 in the world just once, so I’d say that’s
pretty good.

“Who knows whether it would help
or not if I brought someone in, or would
it mess me up? I guess we’ll never know
because I’m never going to allow that to
happen.”

Poulter also seems unconcerned by
the prospect of turning 40 in January.
“It’s just a number. Tom Watson is 65 and
if he can do it, why not continue to play
golf for as many years as I can?

“We’ve seen major champions well
into their 40s. I’m young at heart and I’m
still happy,” he added. “I’m not bothered
about reaching 40. I’m going to have fun
whether I’m 40, 42 or 44 and I’d like to
think I’ve got a few more good years left
in me yet.” —Reuters

Poulter: Putting touch has deserted me

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this July 23, 2015 photo, shows the Athletes’ Village under construction, in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The Athletes’ Village is one of two high-profile legacy projects, which are primarily real estate develop-
ments anchored by luxury apartments. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Construction continues at the Tennis Center at the Olympic Park for the 2016 Olympics. A last-
minute rush seems inevitable, and late work is sure to drive up costs. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio de Janeiro conjures clear
images of sun, samba and soccer. Organizers of
the Olympics that start a year from now hope
that’s what people remember after the games -
not images of polluted water, inefficient trans-
portation and incomplete venues.

The Rio Olympics that start Aug. 5, 2016, follow
last year’s World Cup, which ended with mixed
results. A year of protests over lavish spending on
soccer stadiums dissolved once the World Cup
started. Fans from around the world embraced
Brazil, and the stadiums looked ready enough on
television even if many were still incomplete.
Several have become underused “white elephants”
that cost local governments millions to maintain.

Now come the Summer Games, which are more
complex and put Brazil under scrutiny again.
Instead of a one-month tournament with 730 play-
ers, the 16-day Olympics feature 28 sports, 300
events and 10,500 athletes; almost all in a metro-
politan area of about 12 million people.

Construction got off to a slow start. And so did
ticket sales. “If you compare our numbers with the
classic London numbers, you’re going to see that
we got off a l ittle late,” said Mario Andrada,
spokesman for the Rio Olympics.  He called
Brazilians “last-minute people.”

“But there’s no doubt in our minds that we are
going to sell out the tickets.” It will take years to
know if the Olympics improved life for  Cariocas, as
Rio residents are known. And if so, who profited
the most from spending $12 billion in public and
private money.

The head of the local organizing committee
Carlos Nuzman says Rio will be the Olympic city
with the “greatest transformation,” surpassing
Tokyo in 1964 and Barcelona in 1992.

An Olympics can change a city’s reputation for
good or bad. Beijing showcased a rising power,
but outsiders also glimpsed the control of an
authoritarian state. Athens took a beating for
preparations — similar to Rio - and some of
Greece’s financial problems are linked Olympic
spending. At quick look at preparations with South
America’s first games opening Aug. 5, 2016.

WATER POLLUTION
The sail ing and wind-sur fing venue in

Guanabara Bay, and the rowing and canoeing ven-
ue at the Rodrigo de Freitas lagoon, feature beau-
tiful backdrops spoiled by sewage-filled water and
floating debris. Rio officials promised cleaning the
bay would be an Olympic legacy. But Rio Mayor
Eduardo Paes has said that won’t happen. A dra-
matic photo in the Rio newspaper O Globo recent-
ly showed trash wrapped around the tail of a dol-
phin in the bay. Rio hopes to get by with stopgaps;
a fleet of rubbish collection boats and barricades
built where garbage gushes in from hilltop slums.

Some sailors competing in test events in Rio
have called Guanabara Bay “an open sewer,” and
many have tried to minimize contact with the
water to avoid illnesses. “I don’t think I would go
swimming in that lagoon,” said Matt Smith, head of
the World Rowing Federation.

LEGACY PROJECTS
The new Olympic golf course and the athletes’

village will become luxury real estate develpments
after the Olympics. The units at the golf course
start at about $2 million. The projects involve pub-
lic and private money, with much of the income
going to the private developers.

Two largely government-funded developments
are a subway extension from central Rio into Barra
da Tijuca - the heart of the games - and rapid tran-
sit bus lines that reach many corners of the city.
The subway line extension faces a tight deadline.

“The subway line is going to be delivered just
before the games, so of course we’re worried
about that,” said Sidney Levy, CEO of the organiz-
ing committee.

Part of the Olympic Park will serve afterward as
Brazil’s Olympic training center. A section of the
Olympic Park will become residential space. Some
of that space has yet to be vacated with residents
in a slum called Vila Autodromo holding out for
better compensation.

CRIME
Street crime in Rio has spiked as drug traffickers

in the city’s slums - known as favelas - fight back
against police and soldiers trying to “pacify” the
neighborhoods. Muggings are increasing in the
upscale south and west of the city, which will host
most of the Olympics. A cyclist was recently
stabbed to death at the Olympic rowing venue.

City officials are confident the problems won’t
leak over to the Olympics. “The World Cup was
organized without any major incidents, and we
expect that this will be the same for the games,”
said Christophe Dubi, Olympic Games Executive
Director.

INSPIRATION
President Dilma Rousseff, whose popularity has

plunged as the country slides in recession, said
recently she will be more involved in Olympic
preparations. She’s hoping the Olympics will
improve the country’s mood, and boost her poll
numbers. Levy says the games should inspire
Brazilians, and they could use some. State-run oil
company Petrobras lost $2.1 billion in a kickback
scheme that saw firm executives take bribes for
awarding inflated contracts. In June, police arrest-
ed the CEOs of two of Brazil’s largest construction
companies, including the head of Odebrecht,
which helped build many World Cup and Olympic
venues. Levy, the CEO, has repeated often that Rio
is running clean games devoid of corruption.

CONSTRUCTION
A last-minute rush seems inevitable, and late

work is sure to drive up costs. Levy seems relaxed,
particularly with the two biggest stadiums - both
soccer facilities - already constructed. “We’re not
building anything big,” he said. “We’re not building
a cathedral.” A study by Said Business School at
Oxford University of Olympic Games since 1960
showed each one had cost overruns.  “No other
type of megaproject is this consistent regarding
cost overrun,” authors Bent Flyvberg and Allison
Stewart wrote.  “Other project types are typically
on budget from time to time, but not the
Olympics.”—AP

A year away, Brazil counting on sun and samba

INDIANAPOLIS: Run, NASCAR, don’t
walk, back to the drawing board to
figure out how to liven up racing. The
rules package used for the Brickyard
400 was a failure no matter how the
race is dissected.

The high-drag aerodynamic pack-
age was supposed to improve passing
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. It
was clear from the first practice ses-
sion for one of the most important
races of the season that NASCAR did
not meet its desired result.

Yet nothing was changed before
Sunday’s race, which featured just 16
lead changes. In fairness, that was one
more lead change than last year’s race
at the Brickyard, but it was still the
second fewest since 2011. NASCAR’s
statistics also showed that green-flag
passes were down by 587 from last
year.

When the race finally ended, the
drivers were less than complimentary
of the event. Kevin Harvick called the
rules package “a huge science project,”
and Matt Kenseth called it “terrible.”

Even race winner Kyle Busch had
issues in traffic. “Whether you were
behind a guy or behind a group of
cars, you were horrible,” he said. “It was
just absolutely so hard to handle in
traffic. You don’t want to feel like
you’re going off into the corner and
you’re going to crash every time.”

Behind the scenes, teams fumed all
weekend that Gene Stefanyshyn,
NASCAR’s vice president of racing
development and the architect for the
Indianapolis aero package, was on a
family vacation and not even at Indy.
The reality, though, is that his pres-
ence wouldn’t have changed the out-
come.

NASCAR has struggled valiantly to
create a rules package that produces
dramatic racing. If there was a way to
bottle what IndyCar does on ovals,
NASCAR would buy it in truckloads.
But the route NASCAR followed has
failed, and the series is stubbornly
staying the course despite the results.

Series officials listened to what the
drivers wanted and used a low-down-
force package at Kentucky. Maybe it
was a better race, maybe it wasn’t. But
most of the drivers raved about the
final product and almost every meas-
urable statistic showed the competi-

tion was better.
Two days later, NASCAR Chairman

Brian France threw cold water all over
Kentucky by downplaying any noted
improvement. Like his employees
entrusted to fix the racing, he looked
forward to Indianapolis and the pack-
age designed by NASCAR.

France made it clear: He wants pack
racing, he wants cars making sling-
shot passes and he wants excitement.
He didn’t get it Sunday.

NASCAR vice chairman Mike Helton
on Monday said series officials will
take some time to digest the race and
the rules package, which is also sched-
uled to be used Aug. 16 at Michigan.

“We can absorb all the of the sci-
ence and the data we collect, includ-
ing talking to the industry, the drivers,
the crew members and the competi-
tion departments of the teams and
the car owners,” Helton said on
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.  “That’s part
of the reason we created this specific
package for Indianapolis - to see the
characteristics of it, knowing that
there are a lot of personalities in the
garage area that have different opin-
ions . but it’s on NASCAR to come up
with the one that we put in front of
the fans on each individual racetrack
each weekend. So, we’ll take time.”

Helton is correct that drivers often
want different things from the race
car. Although many raved about the
low-downforce package at Kentucky,
that setup requires talent. Take away
too much downforce and the car
could be very difficult to drive for
those near the back of the field.

And, in France’s defense, the
Kentucky race was hardly the best in
NASCAR history. It was better, but it
wasn’t one for the ages. The Kentucky
package will  be used again at
Darlington Raceway for the Southern
500, one of NASCAR’s crown jewel
events. If that race is indeed improved,
and drivers again walk away pleased
with the product, NASCAR will have to
take a hard look at giving the drivers
what they want on a regular basis.
Right now, the sentiment is that
NASCAR picked a bad rules package
for 2015 and has double-downed on
figuring out a version that will work. It
didn’t work at Indianapolis,  and
NASCAR needs a new plan.—AP

HAMBURG: Top seed Rafael Nadal bidding to rediscover
some semblance of his former all-conquering form recov-
ered from losing the first set to beat fellow Spaniard
Fernando Verdasco 3-6, 6-1, 6-1 and reach the second
round of Hamburg’s ATP tournament yesterday.

The 29-year-old former world number one, who has
slipped to 10 in the rankings after a run of poor results,
struggled in the first set but recovered to take the second
before earning a critical break in the decider for a 2-1 lead.

He saved all four break points he faced in the final set to
eventually clinch victory and set up a second-round clash
with the winner of the Jiri Vesely and Andreas Haider-
Maurer match. Nadal, who has had a tortuous year in
which he lost his French Open title and went out in the sec-
ond round of Wimbledon, is making his first appearance in
Hamburg since winning the tournament in 2008 when he
beat long-time rival Roger Federer.—AFP

NASCAR blew it on 

Indy rules package

Nadal battles

past Verdasco

HAMBURG: Spain’s Rafael Nadal during the ATP tennis tournament in Hamburg. —AP
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GENEVA: Michel Platini will run for FIFA presi-
dent and plans to announce his intentions this
week. Two officials familiar with Platini’s plans
have told The Associated Press that the FIFA vice
president has made a decision to try to succeed
Sepp Blatter. The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because Platini has not announced
his candidacy.

The officials said that the UEFA president and
former France great has been encouraged to run
by most leaders of FIFA’s continental confedera-
tions.

Five of the six continental leaders, including
Platini, were in St. Petersburg, Russia, last week
for FIFA meetings and the 2018 World Cup quali-
fying draw. Platini declined to discuss his ambi-
tions when asked by the AP in St. Petersburg.
The FIFA election is on Feb. 26 and would-be
candidates must apply by Oct. 26. Platini is set to
be the first serious contender to announce he
will stand, two months after Blatter was re-elect-
ed for a fifth four-year term.

Two former FIFA vice presidents from Asia are
also possible contenders. Prince Ali bin al-
Hussein of Jordan, who lost a 133-73 vote to
Blatter on May 29 with Platini’s public support,
and South Korean politician Chung Mong-joon
have made public statements about the election
in recent days.

Blatter was Platini’s long-time mentor in FIFA
politics until a rift developed as the 79-year-old
Swiss hung on to office in recent years.

After 17 years as FIFA president, Blatter said
on June 2 he was standing down, under pres-
sure from American and Swiss federal investiga-
tions of corruption implicating senior FIFA offi-
cials.

Platini has not been linked to any wrongdo-
ing, though his vote for Qatar as 2022 World Cup
host has proved controversial. He was the first
FIFA executive committee member to reveal
who he voted for in the December 2010 hosting
ballots that also gave the 2018 event to Russia.
Platini, who turned 60 last month, chose last
year not to oppose Blatter in the recent election.

“Now is not my time, not yet,” Platini said last
August in Monaco when announcing he would
focus on getting a third term at UEFA, which he
won in March unopposed for a second straight
time.

His rise to the top job in European football in
2007 owed a little to Blatter’s help and showed
how much recent history they share in the game
of soccer politics.

Platini ousted veteran UEFA leader Lennart
Johansson of Sweden in a 27-23 vote which per-
haps swung on his promise to add eight teams

to the European Championship. The larger 24-
team event will debut in Platini’s home country
of France in June.

Blatter also beat Johansson to get his FIFA
job, in a 1998 election in Paris dogged by allega-
tions of late vote-buying by supporters of
Blatter.

Then, Platini was doing double duty as head
of the 1998 World Cup organizing committee
and as a campaign manager for Blatter. There is
no suggestion Platini was involved in election
wrongdoing.

Platini joined Blatter in Zurich after a success-
ful World Cup, won by France, as a presidential
adviser for four years before winning a FIFA
executive committee seat representing UEFA.

In eight years leading European soccer, Platini
has tried to please less powerful voting federa-
tions by giving their national and club teams
better chances to advance in UEFA competitions.
Second-tier matches such as the Europa League
final and Super Cup have been sent to Romania,
Switzerland, Wales and Georgia.

Platini’s Euro 2020 project will see 13 coun-
tries host the continent-wide tournament,

including Azerbaijan and Hungary.
However, Platini ’s reign has seen the

Champions League dominated by an elite group
of wealthy clubs from the richest soccer nations.
His signature “Financial Fair Play” policy
designed to curb clubs overspending has
seemed only to cement the elite in place.

If elected FIFA’s ninth president in 112 years,
and third Frenchman, Platini will be the best
player to occupy the office. Platini is among the
great No. 10s in history. He won three Ballon
d’Or awards as the best player in Europe and lift-
ed two of the three biggest team prizes open to
him.

He captained France to win the 1984
European Championship - his nine-goal per-
formance in his home country ranks among the
finest individual tournament displays - and
scored the winning goal for Juventus in the
1985 European Cup final. Only FIFA’s World Cup
eluded him. France lost semifinal matches to
West Germany in 1982 and 1986. Platini ’s
achievements would be neatly completed by
becoming FIFA president. Harris reported from
London.—AP

Platini will run

for FIFA president

RUSSIA: UEFA President Michel Platini watches the preliminary draw for the 2018 soccer World
Cup in Konstantin Palace in this file photo. —AP

MUNICH: New player for Bayern Munich , Chileís Arturo Vidal (left) and Munich’s sports
manager Matthias Sammer (right) hold a Bayern shirt after a news conference. —AP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich confirmed yes-
terday they have signed Chile midfielder
Arturo Vidal from Juventus on a four-year
deal with Bastian Schweinsteiger ’s
replacement reportedly costing 35 mil-
lion euros ($38.6m, £24.8m).

The 28-year-old Vidal has been
brought in by the German champions to
bolster their options in the middle after
Germany captain Schweinsteiger joined
Manchester United earlier this month.

“I wanted to make another big step in
my career, I want to develop myself fur-
ther as a player and win titles like the
Champions League,” said Vidal in
Spanish, despite having already spent
four seasons in Germany with Bayer
Leverkusen. “The chance to do that, I see
most likely at FC Bayern. I want to sup-
port the team and win trophies.

“For me, this is a dream come true.”
Vidal is Bayern’s second major signing of
the close season after Brazil winger or
striker Douglas Costa was signed from
Shakhtar Donetsk earlier this month. 

German daily Bild say Vidal will earn
10 million euros per season at Bayern. “I
am delighted to be back in the
Bundesliga and of course, I hope to win
it,” added the player who helped
Juventus reach last season’s Champions
League final after claiming the Italian
league and cup double.

With his collection of tattoos and eye-
catching hairstyle, the Chilean will bring
some glamour to the Bavarian giants. “He
is a guy who likes to win and has an
excellent mentality,” said Bayern’s sport-
ing director Matthias Sammer, who
added Vidal has the option of an extra
year after his contact expires in 2019.
“He’ll be good for us with his strength in
one-on-ones, his eye for goal and his
flexibility.”

Vidal converted a spot-kick in Chile’s
4-1 penalty shoot-out win over
Argentina earlier this month that saw
them win the Copa America and he was
also named in the team of the tourna-
ment. However, his tournament was also
overshadowed by an arrest for drink driv-
ing after he crashed his Ferrari as he was
returning to the capital Santiago after an
evening at a casino. His wife, who was
with him in the car, was injured. He is
unlikely to play in Saturday’s German
Super Cup final at Wolfsburg, but Vidal
says he wants to play if Bayern coach Pep
Guardiola gives him the nod: “if the train-
er wants me to, I ’m ready to play”.
German champions Bayern will start the
new Bundesliga season at home to
Hamburg on Friday, August 14 and will
be bidding to make history by becoming
the first team to win four consecutive
Bundesliga titles.—AFP

Bayern confirm Vidal 

switch from Juventus

MOSCOW: Vladimir Putin and Sepp Blatter
just can’t stop praising each other. The
Russian president, speaking with Swiss TV
on Monday, said the embattled head of
FIFA deserves a Nobel Prize for his work.
Two days after Putin and Blatter hosted the
preliminary draw for the 2018 World Cup,
Putin said “people like Blatter ... deserve
special recognition.”

Blatter had opened the draw ceremony
Saturday - held at a palace in St. Petersburg
that is an official Putin residence - and
warmly congratulated his host.

“Thank you, President Putin, you make
us happy and comfortable,” said Blatter,
who was making his first trip outside his
native Switzerland since American and
Swiss investigations of corruption in soccer
were revealed in May.

Besides Blatter, Putin suggested to Swiss
state broadcaster RTS that heads of inter-
national sports federations and Olympic
committees would also be worthy recipi-
ents.

“Let’s have Nobel Prizes for people like
that,” said Putin, who approved lavish
spending on the 2014 Sochi Olympics that
cost $51 billion to prepare and stage.

On Saturday, Blatter told Putin that the
Russian people “can be proud” of him and
that FIFA says “yes to Russia, we are provid-
ing our support.”

Russia’s successful bid to host the World
Cup is central to the Swiss federal investi-

gation. That case also focuses on the 2022
bidding campaign, won by Qatar.

The American case has named three for-
mer FIFA vice presidents among 14 soccer
and marketing officials indicted in May on
widespread racketeering charges. A further
four men have made guilty pleas in the
widening case that is also expected to tar-
get Blatter and the 2018-2022 World Cup
bid contests. Putin said in the Swiss inter-
view, recorded Saturday in St. Petersburg,
that he was sure Blatter was not corrupt. He
added that, by making allegations against
FIFA, the Americans and their allies in
Britain were continuing to fight the World
Cup bidding contest. Both the United
States and Britain bid for the tournaments
won by Qatar and Russia.

Blatter made a similar comment in his
first interview after being re-elected presi-
dent of FIFA on May 29. Four days after the
interview aired on RTS, Blatter announced
he would step down within months. The
new election is scheduled for Feb. 26.

Blatter has long coveted a Nobel Peace
Prize for FIFA on behalf of world soccer, but
the corruption cases appear finally to have
ended that hope.

On June 15, the Nobel Peace Center in
Norway terminated its cooperation with
FIFA in a project called “Handshake for
Peace.” FIFA criticized the Nobel organiza-
tion the next day for lacking fair play and
announcing the split via the media.—AP

MONTERREY: Rafael Sobis of Mexico’s Tigres celebrates a foul in this file photo. —AP

Tigres aim to claw River

in Libertadores final
MONTERREY: Tigres UANL will be aiming to
give Mexican football another jolt of glory
today as they take on River Plate in the first
leg of the Copa Libertadores final. 

A sell-out crowd of 42,000 is expected to
pack Monterrey ’s University Stadium as
Tigres begin their final push to become the
first ever team from Mexico to lift South
American club football’s most prestigious
title. Tigres will be chasing a convincing first
leg win to take to Buenos Aires for the return
leg on August 5 as they aim to deny River a
third victory in the Libertadores after wins in
1986 and 1996. Mexican football is currently
riding high after the success of the national
team in the Gold Cup on Sunday, where they
defeated Jamaica in the final in Philadelphia. 

Tigres have grown in strength this season,
bolstered by the high-calibre signing of

French international striker Andre-Pierre
Gignac from Marseille earlier this year. 

They have already met River in the group
stage this year, drawing 1-1 in Buenos Aires
and 2-2 in Monterrey.   “ We have great
respect for our opponents but we also have
great confidence and belief in our ability to
do well,” River’s veteran Argentine interna-
tional Javier Saviola said after arriving in
Monterrey on Monday. 

The former Barcelona and Real Madrid
player is  one of River ’s  main attacking
weapons,  alongside Uruguayan striker
Rodrigo Mora. Tigres meanwhile are deter-
mined to give themselves a lead to take back
to Buenos Aires next week. 

“It’s going to be difficult in Argentina,
everything will be against us,” said Tigres
midfielder Jurgen Damm.  “The important

thing for us is to try and have a lead to
defend, either one or two goals.” 

Damm, who is of German descent, is one
of several players signed by Tigres this year
as they attempt to claim their place in histo-
ry.

The 22-year-old joined the club last
month in an $8 million deal despite reported
interest from Serie A side AS Roma. Gignac,
however, has been Tigres’ star acquistion,
excelling in a 3-1 semi-final second leg victo-
ry over Internacional of Brazil last week to
help propel the Mexicans into the final. 

River meanwhile have been forced to
restructure their attack after the departure of
Colombian international striker Teofi lo
Gutierrez, who abruptly left earlier this
month after signing for Portuguese giants
Sporting Lisbon. —AFP

Putin: Blatter deserves

the Nobel Prize

Tottenham expect tough 

test from MLS All-Stars

DENVER: Tottenham launch their final prepa-
rations for the fast-approaching Premier
League season today when they take on a
Major League Soccer All-Stars side featuring
former Spurs striker Robbie Keane in the US
league’s mid-season exhibition.

“It’s going to be a tough game and that’s
what we want,” 21-year-old striker Harry Kane
said Monday in Denver, where he and his
team-mates have been training since the
weekend.

“It’s not long until the season starts, and
we need to see what we need to work on,”
Kane said. “For me, it’ll be my first game of the
pre-season, so I’m looking forward to it.”

Keane, a three-time MLS champion with
the Los Angeles Galaxy, has received his third
All-Star nod, but had to miss the 2013 and
2014 editions because of injury.

The Republic of Ireland great is especially
eager to get his chance against the club he
starred for in two spells between 2002 and
2011. “The All Star game is a big occasion for
the league and something you see over here
in basketball, baseball and NFL,” Keane told
tottenhamhotspur.com.  “Every player in the
MLS wants to be involved in this game. “This
is a special one for me because it’s against

Tottenham, my club, the club where I felt I
made my name and had a big impact ... this is
a big deal for me.”

Spanish forward David Villa of New York
City FC, Brazilian Kaka of Orlando and former
Liverpool star Steven Gerrard-the Galaxy’s lat-
est high profile acquisition-will all be avail-
able to MLS All-Star coach Pablo Mastroeni.

Gerrard was selected for the team along
with Frank Lampard as one of two commis-
sioner’s picks by MLS chief Don Garber-before
either had kicked a ball in league competi-
tion.

Gerrard has since made a solid debut for
the Galaxy, while Lampard’s debut for NYCFC
is on hold because of a nagging calf injury
that will also see him miss Wednesday’s con-
test.

Another former Tottenham player,
American Clint Dempsey, will be available for
the hosts, the Seattle Sounders having just
won top-scorer honors in the Gold Cup
despite the United States’ disappointing
fourth-placed finish in the North American
regional tournament.

Kyle Walker said he and his fellow
Tottenham defenders will have to be on their
toes against the talent-laden MLS side.—AFP
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KAZAN: Russia’s divers Evgenii Kuznetsov and Ilia Zhakarov compete in the Men’s 3m Springboard Synchronised final diving event at the 2015 FINA World Championships. — AFP

China sweep diving gold medals
KAZAN: China could repeat their 2011 sweep of
the diving gold medals at the world aquatic
championships after Monday’s double victory left
then with five wins from five in Kazan.

Teenager Xie Siyi claimed the men’s 1m
springboard title to give his country their fifth
straight win in the event having only switched
from platform diving at the beginning of the year
following an ankle injury. Then Olympic champi-
on Chen Ruolin claimed her fifth successive world
women’s 10m synchro gold medal alongside
parter Liu Huixia.

Earlier 19-year-old Xie succeeded compatriot
Li Shixin, the world champion in 2011 and 2013,
in the 1m springboard, which has been dominat-
ed by China with eight wins from the last nine
championships. The teenager won gold with a

total of 485.50pts, beating off a strong challenge
from Ukraine’s Illya Kvasha, the 2013 silver medal-
list in the event, who collected 339.05pts over the
six rounds while Mike Hixon of the USA won
bronze with 428.30pts.

Chen and Liu then successfully defended their
women’s 10m platform title in the evening’s final
as they kept up an unbeaten run that comprises
eight titles over the past 14 years. 

Their winning score of 359.52pts was comfort-
ably ahead of Canadian pair Meaghan Benfeito
and Roseline Filion on 339.99pts.

North Korea picked up bronze thanks to Kim
Un Hyang and Song Nam Hyang who won their
country’s first medal in the event with a score of
325.26.  Xie is now targeting another gold in
Wednesday’s team event alongside Chen, but

admitted his victory caught him by surprise. “I did
not expect to win the gold. It is my first world
championships, I thought a medal should be
good for me because I have just turned to spring-
board for about six months,” said Xie.

“I was a platform diver before I broke my right
ankle in early 2014.”I had to change to spring-
board due to the injury at the beginning of this
year. “I will try my best in my next mixed team
event together with Olympic champion Chen
Ruolin”. Having swept up all ten titles on offer
when the 2011 world championships were held
in Shanghai, Chinese divers are ruling the Kazan
pool. Wu Minxia and Shi Tingmao won the world
3m women’s synchronised diving gold on
Saturday the same day Si Yajie and Tai Xiaohu,
both just 17, won the mixed synchro 10-metre

title. On Sunday, Chen Aisen and Lin Yue won the
men’s 10m platform synchronised gold. Earlier
Monday, Jordan Wilimovsky of the United States
won the men’s 10 kilometre open water gold. 

The 21-year-old Wilimovsky finished in a win-
ning time of 1hr 49min 48.2sec as Dutch swim-
mer Ferry Weertman took silver, 12.1sec behind,
while 35-year-old defending world champion
Spyridon Gianniotis of Greece claimed bronze, at
12.5sec. The top ten swimmers qualified for the
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro meaning
Gianniotis will be going to his fifth Games. The
Greek had been bidding for a third straight world
crown here having won 

the 10km title at both the Barcelona 2013 and
Shanghai 2011 championships. Wilimovsky’s win
was the US team’s second open water gold of

these world championships after Haley Anderson
won the women’s 5km title on Saturday.

There was good news for Russia on Monday as
they won their fifth straight team gold in syn-
chronised swimming as they held off China and
Japan.  Aurelie Muller of France won the women’s
10 kilometre open water gold at the world cham-
pionships yesterday.

The 25-year-old gave France it’s first gold
medal in open water swimming by finishing in a
winning time of 1hr 58min 4.3sec. Dutch swim-
mer Sharon van Rouwendaal took silver, 2.4sec
behind, while Brazil’s Ana Marcela Cunha claimed
bronze, at 22.2sec, two years after claiming silver
in the event. Muller added gold to the silver
medal she won in the 5km open water at the
Shanghai world championships in 2011. — AFP

LAUSANNE: In a victory for individual athletes
over governing bodies, sport’s highest court
has suspended IAAF rules governing women
who have high levels of male hormones.

The rules requiring some female athletes to
get medical clearance were introduced in
2011, after South African 800-meter runner
Caster Semenya was sidelined for almost a
year after winning the 2009 world title when
she was 18.

However, the Court of Arbitration for Sport
said Monday the world athletics body failed to
prove that women with naturally high levels of
testosterone had a competitive edge.

“In the absence of such evidence, the CAS
Panel was unable to conclude that hyperan-
drogenic female athletes may benefit from
such a significant performance advantage that
it is necessary to exclude them from compet-
ing in the female category,” the court’s interim
ruling said in an appeal brought by sprinter
Dutee Chand of India.

Chand was cleared to compete by the
court which gave the IAAF body until July 24,
2017, to present new scientific evidence.

The IAAF’s rules on hyperandrogenism- or
the presence of high levels of testosterone -
will be declared void if no evidence is present-
ed by the deadline.

Responding Monday, the athletics body
said the rules were passed after “a lengthy and
comprehensive consultation” with the

International Olympic Committee.
“The IAAF will now meet as soon as possi-

ble with its experts and with the IOC and its
experts to discuss how best to address this
interim ruling,” it said in a statement.

Chand, now 19, appealed to CAS after
India’s athletics body barred her from competi-
tion last year, forcing her to miss the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland.

She challenged the legal validity of the
IAAF’s rules - at a four-day hearing at CAS in
March - rather than undergo medical treat-
ment. CAS had previously let Chand run in
international events pending a verdict. In its
interim ruling published Monday, the court
panel of three lawyers said officials at the
Monaco-based governing body had acted
with good intentions.

“The panel wishes to reiterate that its con-
clusion does not reflect any bad faith or
incompetence on the part of the IAAF,” the rul-
ing said. In the Semenya case, she was eventu-
ally cleared by the IAAF to return to competi-
tion, and won a silver medal in the 800 at the
2012 London Olympics.

The court’s 161-page ruling noted that the
IAAF has dealt with other athletes under the
hyperandrogenism rules since April 2011. The
exact number was redacted in the document.

“None of the athletes involved has ever
been named in the press as the subject of an
investigation,” the ruling stated. — AP

LONDON: Aston Villa’s overhauling of their defence
after flirting with relegation last season continued
yesterday with the signing of Spanish defender Jose
Angel Crespo from relegated La Liga side Cordoba
for a fee reported to be £500,000 ($780,000).

The 28-year-old-manager Tim Sherwood’s sev-
enth acquisition of the close season which also
included defenders Frenchman Jordan Amavi and
England international defender Micah Richards-
signed a three year contract. Crespo-who played for

Spain at Under-19, 20 and 21 level-has also had a
spell in Italy with Bologna, Padova and Verona.  “He is
an experienced player who has played in La Liga and
Serie A, two of the strongest leagues in Europe,” said
Sherwood, who saved Villa from the drop last term
and guided them to the FA Cup final after replacing
Paul Lambert when he was sacked in February.

Aside from Amavi and Richards Crespo joins oth-
er fresh faces at Villa Park in goalkeeper Mark Bunn,
Senegalese international midfielder Idrissa Gueye

and forwards Scott Sinclair, who like Richards came
from Manchester City, and Ghanaian star Jordan
Ayew. However Villa have lost perhaps their two
biggest star performers in Belgian international
striker Christian Benteke, whose return to fitness
and form towards the end of last term all but single-
handedly saved Villa’s elite status, and England mid-
fielder Fabian Delph, who despite saying his future
belonged with Villa agreed a move to Manchester
City. —AFP
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SANCHINARRO, Spain: Volunteer gardener Victor Nogueira holds up a red cabbage at the urban and community garden at Santa Mar’a de la Paz Center in Sanchinarro near Madrid. ‘For me and for many others, it’s like therapy, it
makes us forget unemployment,’ explains Felix Jumbo in bustling in one of thousands of urban gardens that have hatched in Spain since the economic crisis. — AFP 

MADRID: Five years ago, during Spain’s housing
boom, Felix Jumbo worked as a builder. Now he
digs pumpkins and cabbages in a district where
construction cranes once swung. Like millions in
Spain, the 51-year-old Ecuadorian lost his job. But
he keeps busy in one of thousands of “social allot-
ments” that sprang up here during the crisis. “For
me and for a lot of people, this is a kind of thera-
py. It helps us forget about being unemployed,”
he said at the kitchen garden in the working class
Adelfas neighborhood of Madrid. 

As a builder “I earned a lot of money, up to
3,000 euros ($3,300) a month,” he said-but he has
not found work since 2010. So he and dozens of
neighbors took over a patch of land near a railway,
surrounded by housing blocks built during the
construction bubble that burst in 2008. They ran a

long hosepipe from across the street, set up sprin-
klers, and began planting beans, lettuce, cab-
bages, tomatoes and pumpkins. Shoots started
growing from the once-dry deserted ground.
“Little by little, we went from one vegetable patch
to two, three, four. Now we have 16,” Jumbo said.

Industrial revolution, organic age
Spain’s construction bust threw millions out of

work and into poverty-but it also left countless
empty plots of ground where building sites were
abandoned. “What are they doing with those
plots of land that were once intended for housing
blocks? They are making urban gardens,” said
Gregorio Ballesteros, an expert from the Spanish
Organic Agriculture Society.

There were about 2,500 such urban gardens

across Spain in 2006 before the crisis. The number
has now surged to more than 15,000 in 200
towns and cities, said Ballesteros. “In Spain, many
of the vegetable gardens are near railway lines, in
places where the ownership of the land is not
clear,” he said. This kind of kitchen garden became
common in the United States and northern
Europe in the late 19th century at the height of
the Industrial Revolution. They are “historically
linked” to times of economic and social crisis and
war, but nowadays are also a means of sustain-
able organic food production, Ballesteros said. In
Spain “we are a hundred years behind. We are still
light years away from other countries”.

Back from the dead
Some of the patches are publicly funded, such

as ones in impoverished Andalusia, whose
regional government helped set them up for
poor families. Barcelona is now formally authoriz-
ing plots that had been taken over illegally,
Ballesteros said. Elsewhere, plots have been set
up by private initiatives such as Juan Tomate, a
group running social allotments for the homeless.
At a shelter run by the Catholic order of San Juan
de Dios in Madrid, Victoriano Castellanos stands
in a straw hat among peppers, tomatoes and
cucumbers.  “This is a way of being reborn,” said
Castellanos, 59, in a trembling voice. “You have
come back from the dead.”The produce of this
garden, set up a year ago, gets cooked in the
kitchen of the homeless shelter. Among the resi-
dents here are long-term homeless people as
well as recent arrivals, including even lawyers and

businesspeople who have fallen on hard times,
said the shelter’s director Juan Antonio Diego.

Victor Noguera, 62, a sociologist by training,
lived in various countries before winding up job-
less back in Madrid. He arrived at the shelter four
days ago and picked up a hoe. “Feeling like a
corpse as far as the job market is concerned is
very hard to take,” he said. “This helps you feel
more psychologically balanced.” In Madrid’s hip
central Lavapies district locals have set up a veg-
etable garden dubbed Esta Es Una Plaza-”This is a
Square”. “Before we locals took it over, this was an
abandoned plot, a sea of rubble and syringes,”
said Candela Martinez, 34, as local children ran
around among the greenery. For her it is a social
meeting place as well as an allotment. “Here, we
grow relationships and feelings,” she said. — AFP 

From building sites to cabbage patches 
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BERLIN: The German government’s
panel of independent economic
advisers favors creating an insolven-
cy mechanism for euro-zone states
and says countries should be able
to leave the single currency as a last
resort. The Greek crisis has called
into question the future of the euro.
Wrangling over a third bailout for
the heavily indebted country
almost sending Athens crashing out
of the euro-zone. In a report pub-
lished yesterday, the council of five
experts, known as the “wise men”,
said the Greek crisis showed further
reforms were needed, such as an
insolvency procedures, to make the
euro-zone more stable. But the
council stressed that it should still
be possible for a country to drop
the euro as a “last resort”, to avoid
threatening the existence of the sin-
gle currency.

“In a currency union, the basic
rules must be adhered to and for this
reason the exit of a member state
should not be taboo, for otherwise
partners are susceptible to black-
mail,” council member Lars Feld told
reporters on a media call. Feld also
said the council viewed a third
bailout for Greece as the “right step”
as long as Athens implemented
reforms.  He said an insolvency
mechanism would work by assessing
whether a country requesting aid
from the euro-zone’s bailout fund
was caught in an extreme budget
crisis. If so, debt restructuring would
be needed, for example through a

one-off extension of maturities or a
haircut. Nonetheless, the council
said an insolvency mechanism
would only be possible once states
had dealt with current debt levels.
They also warned against “quick-
win” fiscal policies, such as the cre-
ation of a euro-zone treasury, a
European unemployment insurance
scheme or an economic govern-
ment for the bloc. “Making the euro
area collectively responsible for
potential costs without member
states giving up any national sover-
eignty over fiscal and economic
policies would - sooner or later -
make the currency union more
unstable,” they wrote.

The council’s stance conflicted
with a study from the ZEW think
tank, also published yesterday, that
proposed a common unemploy-
ment insurance scheme and an
insolvency process for countries
threatened with bankruptcy. The
economists envisaged granting
heavily indebted states a three-year
period to access funds from the
euro-zone’s bailout mechanism
before negotiations over debt
restructuring start. 

Both sets of proposals come as
politicians look for lessons from the
Greek debt crisis. Over the week-
end, the German magazine Der
Spiegel reported that Germany was
willing to discuss naming a euro-
zone finance minister who would
have his own budget and the power
to raise extra taxes. — Reuters

BEIJING: China’s stock market tumbled this
week despite a massive government inter-
vention aimed at halting a slide in prices
that began last month. At its peak in early
June, the Shanghai Composite Index had
risen about 150 percent from late 2014.
After dropping 30 percent over several
weeks, government support measures
calmed the market. But on Monday the sell-
off resumed, with the Shanghai index suffer-
ing a drop of 8.5 percent, its biggest daily
fall since February 2007. Here’s what the
sell-off means for China’s economy and oth-
er countries.

How concerned are Chinese?
Gyrating stock prices are a popular topic

of tea break chatter, but only a minority of
Chinese are directly affected. The market
boom prompted millions of novice
investors to pile into the market.  But even
with the new additions, a survey by
Southwestern University of Finance found
the share of households that participate in
the market still stood at just 8.8 percent in
the second quarter of this year. That is well
below the one-third or more of households
in the United States and other Western mar-
kets that own stocks.

Biggest winners, losers
Winners included small companies in

technology, auto parts and other industries
that caught investor attention with an early
price surge and enjoyed more gains as more
speculators piled in. Sugon Information
Industry Ltd., a manufacturer of computer
equipment, was the biggest gainer on the
Shanghai exchange, with shares up 270 per-
cent from Nov 1 through yesterday. No 2
was Ue Furniture Co, a maker of high-tech
office chairs, up 240 percent. State-owned
construction companies rose after Beijing
announced initiatives to expand trade links

with neighboring Asian economies - plans
that are  expected to lead to multibillion-
dollar spending on infrastructure. Other win-
ners include securities firms, which received
a flood of money from trading fees and
interest on loans to buy shares. Prices rose so
much that losses for the biggest decliners
were modest. Among the biggest losers was
Xiamen Overseas Chinese Electronic Co., a
maker of TV sets, off 27 percent.

Is China’s economy collapsing?
China’s stock market has little direct con-

nection to its economy. Since trading began
in 1990, the mainland’s two exchanges in
Shanghai and the southern city of
Shenzhen have been used mostly to raise
money for state companies. Regulators have

eased access for private companies but the
exchanges still are dominated by state
industry. In this government-dominated
system, investors react more to changes in
regulation and the availability of credit to
finance trading and less to economic funda-
mentals. That can mean share prices move
in the opposite direction from economic
performance. The explosive rise over the
past year came as manufacturing and other
economic indicators declined.

How has govt intervened?
Beijing has unleashed a barrage of

measures stop the market slide. They
include a threat to prosecute short-sellers,
canceling initial public offerings of stock
and prohibiting major shareholders from

selling their stakes for six months. The gov-
ernment mandated its main pension fund
for civil servants to invest up to 30 percent
of its assets in stocks, or up to 900 billion
yuan ($145 billion).  Brokerages in the state-
dominated securities industry increased the
size of their stock-buying fund to 260 billion
yuan ($42 bill ion). And Central Huijin
Investment Ltd., a unit of China’s $750 bil-
lion sovereign wealth fund, said it would
avoid selling any Chinese shares.

Does it affect the world?
China keeps its financial markets largely

sealed off from global capital flows. But due
to the size of its economy, traders abroad
watch Chinese markets closely and react to
dramatic changes. Beginning in 2002,
Beijing allowed a handful of foreign fund
managers to buy Chinese shares under rules
that limit short-term trading. Foreign access
increased with the Nov. 17 launch of a pro-
gram that allows foreign investors to buy
mainland shares through Hong Kong bro-
kers. The Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock
Connect limits foreigners to buying 568
mainly blue chip stocks on the Shanghai
exchange, or about half the companies trad-
ed there. Those restrictions mean money
cannot flow quickly into or out of the
Chinese market. But lurches in Chinese
share prices have triggered selloffs in mar-
kets abroad. China got little “wealth effect”
on the way up, and analysts say the impact
on the way down also should be limited.
Shareholders who sold before prices
peaked made windfall profits. But the rise
was too brief to goose consumer spending
at a time when economic growth is slowing.
One notable effect: The bulge in revenue for
securities firms was so big that it helped to
offset weakness in other industries and
keep economic growth at an unexpectedly
strong 7 percent for second quarter.  —AP

Euro-zone exit should not 

be a taboo: The ‘Wise men’ 

What stock market tumble means for China, world

BEIJING: A man checks Chinese yuan bills in Beijing yesterday. Chinese
shares sank yesterday morning, a day after Shanghai’s steepest slide in eight
years, defying renewed government vows of support that analysts warned
were not enough to settle nervous investors. — AFP 
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EXCHANGE RATES
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.456
Indian Rupees 4.746
Pakistani Rupees 2.979
Srilankan Rupees 2.269
Nepali Rupees 2.997
Singapore Dollar 222.800
Hongkong Dollar 39.150
Bangladesh Taka 3.900
Philippine Peso 6.661
Thai Baht 8.736
Malaysian Ringgit 79.604

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.963
Qatari Riyal 83.400
Omani Riyal 788.590
Bahraini Dinar 806.300
UAE Dirham 82.661

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 41.475
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.821
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.417
Tunisian Dinar 155.700
Jordanian Dinar 428.360
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.037
Syrian Lira 2.164
Morocco Dirham 31.446

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.450
Euro 337.440
Sterling Pound 473.690
Canadian dollar 233.960
Turkish lira 109.810
Swiss Franc 316.920
US Dollar Buying 302.250

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007917 0.008917
British Pound 0.465412 0.474412
Czech Korune 0.004449 0.016449
Danish Krone 0.041036 0.046036
Euro 0.330447 0.338447
Norwegian Krone 0.033129 0.038329
Romanian Leu 0.087047 0.087047
Slovakia 0.009055 0.019055
Swedish Krona 0.031645 0.036645
Swiss Franc 0.308709 0.318909
Turkish Lira 0.110890 0.117890
Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.213552 0.225052
New Zealand Dollar 0.195934 0.205434

America
Canadian Dollar 0.227706 0.236206
US Dollars 0.299350 0.303850
US Dollars Mint 0.299850 0.303850

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003557 0.004157
Chinese Yuan 0.047489 0.050989
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037052 0.039802
Indian Rupee 0.004665 0.005055
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002381 0.002561
Kenyan Shilling 0.003154 0.003154
Korean Won 0.000251 0.000266
Malaysian Ringgit 0.076733 0.082733
Nepalese Rupee 0.003043 0.003213
Pakistan Rupee 0.002813 0.003093
Philippine Peso 0.006627 0.006907
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.218795 0.224795
South African Rand 0.018073 0.026573
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001982 0.002562
Taiwan 0.009698 0.009878
Thai Baht 0.008531 0.0009081

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799444 0.806444
Egyptian Pound 0.039127 0.041957
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000192 0.000252
Jordanian Dinar 0.423997 0.431497
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019868 0.043868
Nigerian Naira 0.001253 0.001888
Omani Riyal 0.782170 0.787850
Qatar Riyal 0.082639 0.083852
Saudi Riyal 0.080283 0.080983
Syrian Pound 0.001286 0.001506
Tunisian Dinar 0.151662 0.159662
Turkish Lira 0.110890 0.117890
UAE Dirhams 0.081637 0.082786
Yemeni Riyal 0.001371 0.001451

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 204.78
Canadian Dollar 236.74
Swiss Franc 321.81
Euro 338.68
US Dollar 303.90
Sterling Pound 473.30
Japanese Yen 2.50
Bangladesh Taka 3.901
Indian Rupee 4.732
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.270
Nepali Rupee 2.965
Pakistani Rupee 2.983
UAE Dirhams 82.62
Bahraini Dinar 806.63
Egyptian Pound 38.70
Jordanian Dinar 431.72
Omani Riyal 788.16
Qatari Riyal 83.71
Saudi Riyal 80.98

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.650
Canadian Dollar 235.320
Sterling Pound 472.635
Euro 338.275
Swiss Frank 292.945
Bahrain Dinar 806.720
UAE Dirhams 83.050
Qatari Riyals 91.060

Saudi Riyals 81.780
Jordanian Dinar 428.295
Egyptian Pound 38.706
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.271
Indian Rupees 4.742
Pakistani Rupees 2.982
Bangladesh Taka 3.898
Philippines Pesso 6.665
Cyprus pound 578.925
Japanese Yen 3.455
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.965
Malaysian Ringgit 80.515
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.285
Thai Bhat 9.685
Turkish Lira 110.665

B U S I N E S S

GOLD
20 gram 223.100
10 gram 114.245
5  gram 57.970

DUBAI: Dubai-based real estate agency S&K Estate
Agents said a deteriorating property market in the
emirate contributed to its decision to file for bank-
ruptcy and be liquidated. “Simply put, the revenue
being generated by the business drastically reduced
over the first half of 2015, without enough income to
cover operational costs,” S&K said in an emailed state-
ment released through a public relations firm.

The company said its reputation had suffered from
client complaints and a recruitment drive did not
yield results quickly enough to save the business.
“Current Dubai market factors didn’t help, as 2015

property transactions, both in number and value,
have plunged,” said S&K, which had about 80 employ-
ees and an office in Los Angeles as well as Dubai. “This
situation was exacerbated by increased advertising
prices from property portals and recurring internal
issues faced with agents under the employment of
S&K Estate Agents LLC. These factors, combined with
the increased costs of licensing and visas, made the
situation untenable.”

The company added, “After years of profitability,
we believe the brokerage market is saturated - too
many agencies without the population and invest-

ment to match. “Also, many smaller competitors drop-
ping fees to 1 percent per transaction to win the busi-
ness has made it increasingly difficult for larger bro-
kerages to compete.” After booming for the last few
years in a strong recovery from its crash during the
global financial crisis, Dubai’s residential property
market has lost steam this year, partly because of new
supply. Residential rents dropped 3 percent quarter-
on-quarter during the second quarter of 2015 while
capital values for completed apartment units fell 3.5
percent, according to a report this week by Abu
Dhabi Islamic Bank and MPM Properties. — Reuters

Worsening market led to 

bankruptcy: Dubai realtor 

S&K’s reputation suffers from client complaints

Healthy credit gains as

growth eased to 5.3%

KUWAIT: Credit growth in May was relatively strong, but annual growth eased
to 5.3% y/y on basis effects. Lending was up by KD175 million during the
month supported by the household sector and some business sectors. One
exception was real estate, which weighed on growth as the sector saw a net
decline in credit. Despite strong growth in private deposits, money supply
growth eased on basis effects. Meanwhile, interbank rates held steady and
deposit rates moved lower.   

Household borrowing remained robust adding KD 94 million, with growth
accelerating to 12.2% y/y. Growth in May came once more from installment
loans, with consumer loans seeing another small decline. Growth in this seg-
ment is likely to ease in the coming months, as consumer activity moderates,
though it will remain a key driver of growth.

Credit to non-bank financial companies resumed its decline, losing KD7
million. While still in deleveraging mode, the net declines in this sector’s credit
have been diminishing over the last year. The decline in sector debt over the
last year stood at 7.1% y/y. All remaining credit rose by KD88 million, though
growth eased to 3.1% y/y on basis effects. Most gains were in construction,
industry and trade. Not all business sectors did well, however, with real estate
seeing a KD13 million decline; growth in this sector dropped to 2.6% y/y. 

Credit extended for the purchases of securities was flat on the month fol-
lowing some volatility in the past few months.  May saw another large increase
in private deposits, though money supply (M2) eased to 5.0% y/y. Private
deposits rose by KD 289 million, most of it going to KD sight deposits, up KD
265 million. Gains were also seen in KD time deposits and KD savings, adding
KD54 million and KD63 million, respectively. Foreign currency deposits
declined by KD93 million following a couple of months of strong increases. M1
growth picked up to 1.5% y/y. Average customer deposit rates on dinar time
deposits eased inMay, while interbank were steady. The average rates onthe1-
month,3-months time deposits were down 1 basis point to settle at 0.61% and
0.77%, respectively, while rates on 6-monthtime deposits were unchanged at
0.97%. 12-month rates, on the other hand, saw a significant decline on the
month, shaving off 6 bps, its biggest move in two years. KD interbank rates
held steady at1.00%, up 21 basis points year-to-date. 

MANILA: The Asian Development Bank is to
lend about $3 billion to the Philippines over
the next three years, part of which will help
support a peace deal ending a long-running
Muslim insurgency, a joint statement said yes-
terday. The loan-up 66 percent from the $1.8
billion agreed for 2015-2017 - will help the
Philippines build roads and other infrastruc-
ture, improve its basic education system and
reform its capital markets, said the statement
issued jointly with the Philippine government.
Bank president Takehiko Nakao said boosting
lending to the country was in part aimed at
“supporting the government in its effort to

bring lasting peace and development” to the
Catholic nation’s Muslim south.

His comments come after a peace deal was
struck in March last year with the country’s
largest Muslim rebel group, aimed at ending
decades of fighting that has claimed 120,000
lives. Parliament is currently debating a pro-
posed law to grant minority Muslims self-rule
in the violence-racked area, which President
Aquino hopes will be passed before next year.
The government also plans to pour large
amounts of aid to the region, and the ADB
said it is now working with local authorities to
prepare a development plan.

The bank will also help the government
raise adult literacy and improve job prospects
for residents there, the statement added. The
Muslim rebellion, which began in the early
1970s, has plunged the region into wide-
spread poverty with poor infrastructure like
rutted roads, rudimentary ports, and schools
destroyed due to intermittent fighting
between government forces and communist
guerrillas. Rebuilding basic infrastructure, as
well as improving literacy levels, would help
the region attract business investment neces-
sary to create jobs to help its people get out
of poverty. — AFP

NBK ECONOMIC UPDATE

ADB to lend about $3 billion to Philippines 
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DUBAI: Most Middle East stock markets
fell yesterday as oil prices dipped to their
lowest point since February, but Saudi
Arabia and Egypt stabilized and edged
up after leading losses in the previous
session. Brent crude was down 0.9 per-
cent by the time all  markets in the
region closed, as a rout in the Chinese
stock market cast further doubt over the
outlook for crude demand in the world’s
top commodities consumer. But the
main Saudi stock index inched up 0.1
percent, after dropping 2.4 percent in
the previous session in response to oil’s
weakness. Banking blue chips, such as Al
Rajhi,  up 1.0 percent, and Samba
Financial Group, which added 1.8 per-
cent, were the main supports for the

benchmark along with petrochemicals
giant Saudi Basic Industries, which that
climbed 1.0 percent.

Meanwhile, Middle East Paper Co
(MEPCO) tumbled 5.1 p e r c e n t
after it posted a 58 percent drop in
second-quarter profit. The company
then requested that its stock be sus-
pended as it planned to announce a
“material development” related to its
interim earnings. Investors remained
cautious about upcoming earnings
announcements and foodmaker Savola
Group slipped 0.7 percent ahead of the
publication of its quarterly financials.
After the market closed, Savola report-
ed a 15.4 percent drop in second-quar-
ter net profit, in line with its own guid-

ance but below analyst forecasts.

UAE, Egypt
All other Gulf markets closed in the

red and Dubai led losses, sliding 0.9 per-
cent. On Monday evening the emirate’s
land department published a report on
property market activity in the second
quarter which, according to NBK Capital,
indicated a 53 percent drop in the total
value of unit sales year-on-year. “The
ample supply in the market and other
factors such as currency depreciation-
the euro and Russian rouble-have exert-
ed pressure on Dubai real estate prices,
and a further correction is widely antici-
pated,” NBK Capital said in a note. As a
result, most property and construction

stocks in Dubai fell yesterday, and the
emirate’s biggest listed developer, Emaar
Properties, edged down 0.4 percent and
was the most traded stock.

Bourse operator Dubai Financial
Market dropped 2.6 percent, having
posted a 48 percent fall in second-quar-
ter net profit as trading volumes
slumped. Abu Dhabi fell 0.4 percent and
National Bank of Abu Dhabi (NBAD),
down 0.9 percent, was the main drag.
Investment bank VTB Capital said in a
note yesterday that Dubai Financial
Market and NBAD were “nearing exclu-
sion levels and need to be watched”
ahead of the quarterly review of MSCI’s
emerging markets index next month.
MSCI regularly reviews its indexes to

make sure all stocks meet requirements
such as liquidity and market capitaliza-
tion. 

VTB Capital also said that Qatar’s Gulf
International Services might be exclud-
ed from the same benchmark.  The stock
dropped 2.5 percent yesterday and was
one of the main laggards on the Doha
index, which fell 0.7 percent. Outside of
the Gulf, Egypt’s index edged up 0.8 per-
cent after dropping 2.5 percent in the
two previous sessions. Most stocks were
positive and property developer Talaat
Moustafa Group, up 2.6 percent, was the
main support. Investment bank EFG
Hermes jumped 3.4 percent before
today’s registration deadline for a 14.6
percent bonus share issue.—Reuters 

Most Gulf markets fall as oil drops further

Qatar Navigation posts 
26 percent rise in profit 

DUBAI: Qatar Navigation (Milaha) posted a 25.7 per-
cent rise in first-half net profit, it said yesterday. The
shipper’s net profit was 651 million riyals ($178.8 mil-
lion) for the first six months of 2015, compared with
518 million riyals in the same period of the previous
year. Reuters calculations show the firm made a net
profit of 286.0 million riyals in the second quarter,
compared with 168.9 million riyals a year earlier. It did
not provide a quarterly breakdown of its earnings. The
shipping firm in April warned of a challenging 2015
due to weakening offshore business demand. 

Vodafone plans up to 
1,300 job cuts in Spain

MADRID: British telecom giant Vodafone said yester-
day it planned to lay off up to 1,300 workers, about a
fifth of the workforce, from its Spanish division which
bought cable provider ONO last year. Vodafone Espana
and ONO said they would launch a month of negotia-
tions with labor unions in September to reach “the
best agreement possible for employees and both com-
panies” on the layoffs. “The collective dismissal proce-
dures will affect a maximum of 1,300 people” out of a
total of around 6,100 in Vodafone and ONO in Spain, it
said in a statement. “The procedures are part of the
integration process of Vodafone and ONO.” 

News
I n  b r i e f

Qatar Airways ‘is not’
interested in SpiceJet 

DUBAI: Qatar Airways, which owns a 10 percent stake in
British Airways owner IAG, is not in talks to buy a stake in
Indian carrier SpiceJet nor is it interested in doing so, it said
yesterday. “Qatar Airways is not in talks to pursue a com-
mercial stake in SpiceJet. There is no interest from the air-
line to engage in a partnership,” it said in a statement on its
website. The statement follows rumors in India this week
that Qatar Airways or Dubai’s low-cost carrier flydubai were
looking to buy a stake. SpiceJet shares have surged for four
sessions, hitting a two-year closing high yesterday at 26.60
rupees ($0.4163). Qatar Airways said the only airline it is
talking to regarding a stake purchase is low-cost carrier
Indigo. 

Strikes hit Germany 
rail operator profits

BERLIN: A string of drivers’ strikes and bad weather heavily
dented first-half profits at Germany’s main rail operator,
Deutsche Bahn, figures showed yesterday. The company,
which has faced nine waves of strike actions since late
2014, said it planned to trim costs after a 39 percent drop
in net profit compared with the same period in 2014.
Between January and June this year, net profit fell to 391
million euros ($430 million), while turnover nudged up
slightly year-on-year because of a weak euro, the operator
said. Deutsche Bahn chief Ruediger Grube said the compa-
ny had faced its biggest and most hard-hitting wage dis-
pute in its history. The stoppages cost the group 250 mil-
lion euros in the first half of this year, on top of the impact
of high winds that hit rail traffic in Germany, he said. The
company lowered its annual forecasts, and on Monday
announced a raft of measures aimed at greater efficiency
and lower costs. 

‘Big four’ grocers lose 
ground to discounters 

LONDON: All of Britain’s so-called “big four” supermarkets
saw sales fall over the last 12 weeks in an overall market
that grew marginally, with discounters continuing to take
share from their bigger rivals, industry data showed yester-
day. Kantar Worldpanel said Asda, the British arm of US
retailer Wal-Mart, suffered the biggest sales fall over the 12
weeks to July 19 with a decline of 2.7 percent. That meant
Sainsbury’s regained its No. 2 status with a market share of
16.5 percent compared with Asda’s 16.4 percent, even
though its sales fell 0.3 percent in the period. Market leader
Tesco’s sales declined 0.6 percent, while No 4 player
Morrisons’ fell 0.1 percent. In contrast, discounters Aldi and
Lidl posted sales growth of 16.6 percent and 11.3 percent
respectively, taking their market shares up to 5.6 percent
and 4.0 percent. Overall grocery sales increased by 0.8 per-
cent over the 12 weeks compared with a year ago, while
grocery deflation was 1.6 percent. 

PARIS: The new Ice 3 train of German national rail oper-
ator Deutsche Bahn arrives at the Gare de l’Est train
station in Paris, following its maiden trip from
Frankfurt to Paris. — AFP 

BILOXI: Photo shows men cleaning a beach in Biloxi, Mississippi, following an oil spill from the BP Deepwater
Horizon platform disaster. BP said yesterday, it sank into the red in the second quarter, after taking a vast $10.8-
billion (9.8-billion-euro) hit on costs linked to the deadly 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. — AFP 

LONDON: BP said yesterday it sank
into the red in the second quarter,
after taking a vast $10.8-billion (9.8-
billion-euro) hit on costs linked to the
deadly 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill.
The British energy giant’s perform-
ance also took a heavy knock from
slumping global oil prices. Losses after
taxation stood at $5.82 billion (5.26
billion euros) between April and June,
BP said in a results statement. That
contrasted with net profit of $3.37 bil-
lion in the second quarter of 2014.

“In the quarter BP took a charge of
$10.8 billion in total related to the
Gulf of Mexico oil spill-including $9.8
billion associated with the govern-
ment settlements as well as charges
for further business economic loss
claims and other ongoing costs,” BP
said in the earnings release. BP had
already announced on July 2 that it
would pay a record $18.7 billion to
compensate the US government and
five states for damages stemming
from the oil spill. The British compa-
ny’s total pre-tax charge for the inci-
dent now stands at $54.6 billion. The
spill was sparked by a blast on the

Deepwater Horizon rig which killed 11
men and sent millions of barrels of oil
flowing into Gulf waters, in one of the
worst environmental disasters to
strike the United States.

Oil price collapse weighs
BP added yesterday that underly-

ing replacement cost profit-a measure
of earnings adjusted for one-time
items and inventory charges-tumbled
64 percent to $1.3 billion as oil prices
collapsed. That missed market expec-
tations of $1.7 billion, according to
analysts polled by Bloomberg News,
and compared with $3.6 billion a year
earlier.  Brent North Sea crude, a
benchmark for more than half the
world’s oil, has dived by about 50 per-
cent in value over the last year, slash-
ing profitability across the sector and
forcing energy majors to slash invest-
ment. 

Underlying profit “reflected the
impact of continued low oil and gas
prices, a reduced contribution from
Rosneft, and one-off charges arising
from circumstances in Libya, but also
continuing strong earnings from BP’s

downstream businesses and lower
cash costs throughout the group”, BP
said.  World oil prices collapsed by as
much as 60 percent between June
2014 last year and January, depressed
by a global supply glut that was exac-
erbated by booming US shale output. 

“ The external environment
remains challenging, but BP moved
quickly in response and we continue
to do so,” said BP Chief Executive Bob
Dudley. “Our work to increase efficien-
cy and reduce costs is embedding
sustainable benefits throughout the
group and we continue with capital
discipline and divestments.” In recent
weeks, crude futures have also fallen
heavily on fears of rebounding Iranian
oil production after Tehran’s landmark
nuclear deal with Western powers. “In
the past few weeks oil prices have fall-
en back in response to continued
oversupply and market weakness and
the recent agreements regarding Iran,”
added Dudley. “I am confident that
positioning BP for a period of weaker
prices is the right course to take, and
will serve the company well for the
future.”— AFP 

BP falls into loss on oil 

spill charge, price slump
Energy company BP sinks into the red in 2nd quarter

DENVER: The debate over ride-hailing firm Uber is laying
bare divides in the Democratic Party and on the left about
how to handle the new “sharing” economy. Republicans
are hungry to exploit that ambivalence and make inroads
into a wealthy sector of the tech industry.  In New York
City this past week, liberal Mayor Bill de Blasio tried to
limit the number of Uber drivers on the streets, only to be
rebuked by the state’s more centrist governor, Andrew
Cuomo. 

The mayor’s administration decided to allow Uber to
expand in the city for another year.  That followed a
pledge by the party’s presidential front-runner, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, to “crack down” on companies that clas-
sify workers as contractors rather than employees, as crit-
ics contend Uber and other companies often do. Clinton
did not identify Uber, whose lobbying operation is run by
former Obama campaign manager David Plouffe and
stocked with Democratic operatives. 

But her allusion led Jeb Bush, a Republican
technophile who says he prefers his Apple watch to apple
pie, to ride in an Uber vehicle during a campaign stop in
San Francisco days later. For years, Republicans have
struggled to gain support in the technology industry, an
effort hobbled by in part by their stance on social issues
and net neutrality, which is the idea that Internet service
providers should not manipulate, slow or block data mov-
ing across their networks.  But the bright-blue precincts of
Silicon Valley have become a regular stop on the GOP cir-
cuit.

Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul opened a campaign office at
a San Francisco tech incubator that hosted a 24-hour
“hack-a-thon” last month. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio won
the backing of Oracle founder Larry Ellison. He held a
fundraiser for the senator, whose new book has a chapter
with this title: “Making America Safe for Uber.” “There’s a
lot of folks out here who naturally fall into a libertarian
place and in the past they were not feeling the love from
the GOP,” said Scott Banister, an investor who is raising
money for Paul.  “Obviously, if the Democratic Party is
going to come down on the side of ‘let’s shut down these
businesses,’ that’s going to force the issue.”

Liberals have increasingly questioned the impact of
the industry during a time of scarce jobs and wage stag-
nation. Former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers has not-
ed that Apple employs a far smaller share of people than
companies of its size did in the past. Silicon Valley and the
surrounding Bay Area have become a symbol of the
income inequality that Democrats bemoan.  But it is the
recent, explosive growth of Uber and other “sharing econ-
omy” companies that have attracted the most concern.

HomeJoy recently announced it would shut down in
the face of four lawsuits alleging it should treat the peo-
ple who clean homes on its behalf as employees rather
than as independent contractors not entitled to the same
workplace protections. “If a technologist wants to disrupt
an industry that has middle-class jobs and replace them
with insecure, not-as-good jobs, there has to be a conver-
sation about that,” said Heather McGhee, president of the
liberal think tank Demos. “Just because there’s an app
doesn’t mean it’s anything different. ... It’s a question as
old as the economy.”

Lyft, Uber or the grocery delivery service Instacart and
others rely on independent contractors to provide servic-
es for a fee: driving, house cleaning, grocery shopping
and the like. Uber takes a commission from fees charged
to its riders. The drivers, who can work as many or as few
hours as they would like, get the rest. —AP

ADDIS ABABA: Closing a historic visit
to Africa, President Barack Obama yes-
terday urged the continent’s leaders to
prioritize creating jobs and opportunity
for the next generation of young peo-
ple or risk sacrificing future economic
potential to further instability and dis-
order. He said the “urgent task” of gen-
erating jobs for a population that is
expected to double to around 2 billion
people in the coming decades will be
“an enormous undertaking.” But he said
it can be achieved with US help.

“Africa will need to generate millions
more jobs than it is doing now,” Obama
said in a speech to the entire continent
delivered from the headquarters of the
African Union, a member organization
of African nations. “And time is of the
essence.” “The choices made today will
shape the trajectory of Africa - and
therefore the world - for decades to
come,” said Obama, who is seen by the
people of Africa as one of their own. It
was the first speech to the AU by a sit-
ting American president.

The speech marked the end of
Obama’s five-day visit to Africa that
included an earlier stop in Kenya,
homeland of his late father. Obama
also called on Africa’s leaders to make
their countries more attractive to for-
eign investment by cleaning up cor-
ruption, upholding democratic free-
doms, supporting human rights, and

willingly and peacefully leaving office
when their terms expire. Obama, who
is more than halfway through his sec-
ond and final term, said “I just don’t
understand” the phenomenon of lead-
ers who refuse to step aside when their
terms end. 

Term limits
He referred to Burundi’s leader, who

was just elected to a controversial third
term although he is constitutionally
limited to two. The announcement that
President Pierre Nkurunziza was seek-
ing a third term sparked days of unrest
across the country. “There’s still so
much I want to get done to keep
America moving forward. But the law is
the law and no one is above it, not
even presidents,” Obama said. “And,
frankly, I’m looking forward to life after
being president. It will mean more
time with my family, new ways to
serve, and more visits to Africa.” He
called on the AU to use its authority to
help make sure African leaders stick to
their term limits and follow their con-
stitutions. “No one should be president
for life,” said Obama, who leaves office
in January 2017.

Africa’s progress will also depend on
security and peace, since businesses
and wealthy people won’t want to
invest in unsafe places, the president
said.  He pledged continued US train-

ing assistance and other support in the
fight against terrorism carried out
across the continent by groups like Al-
Qaeda, the Islamic State, al-Shabab
and Boko Haram. He said the world
must do more to help, too, and
announced that he will host a summit
at the United Nations in September to
secure additional support for interna-
tional peacekeeping, including in
Africa. Obama said Africa’s impending
population boom could bring tremen-
dous opportunities for the continent
on the one hand. “On the other hand,”
he said, “we need only look to the
Middle East and North Africa to see
that large numbers of young people
with no jobs and stifled voices can fuel
instability and disorder.” 

Before addressing the AU, Obama
highlighted his administration’s efforts
to combat hunger by touring a Faffa
Foods factory that participates in the
US Feed the Future program. The initia-
tive focuses on helping smaller farmers
in 19 countries, including Ethiopia and
11 other African nations, expand their
businesses. He also met one-on-one
with Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, chair-
person of the African Union
Commission, who introduced him at
AU headquarters. “Although we wel-
come you as the president of the
United States of America, we also claim
you as our own,” she said.—AP 

Africa must create jobs for 

its next generation: Obama

CAIRO: An Egyptian vendor carries a washtub on her
head as she walks down El-Moez Street in historical
Fatimid Cairo, Egypt yesterday. —AP 

As US Democrats fret

over ‘sharing economy,’

Republicans move in

Mideast Stock Markets



B U S I N E S S
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2015

LONDON: Oil prices fell to their lowest in nearly six
months yesterday, as a rout in the Chinese stock
market cast further doubt over the outlook for
crude demand in the world’s top commodities
consumer. China’s already-volatile benchmark
stock index, with a combined market capitalization
of $4.6 trillion, has lost 10 percent in the last two
days of trade. Most household debt is linked to real
estate rather than the stock market, but with
Chinese economic growth struggling to stick at 7
percent, analysts say demand for crude may not be
enough to help mop up a global supply glut.

“Typically, equity markets do have a high cor-
relation to quarterly GDP growth,” Deutsche Bank
strategist Michael Lewis said. “Naturally, there is

some risk that this could spill into the real econo-
my. The more these things go down on a day-by-
day basis, that is starting to affect the potential of
Chinese demand growth being weaker.” Brent
was down 72 cents at $52.75 a barrel by 1054
GMT, having hit a session low of $52.28, its lowest
since early February, bringing the losses for July
to nearly 18 percent. Brent crude is on track for
its longest stretch of daily losses since March,
when the price hovered just dollars away from
six-year lows. US crude was last down 33 cents at
$47.06 a barrel after ending the previous session
down 75 cents.

Adding to the uncertainty over the health of
the Chinese economy is concern about rising

global oil production in a market already oversup-
plied by some 2 million barrels a day. Investors are
watching for weekly data on US inventory levels to
gauge the strength of demand. US commercial
crude oil stocks likely slipped last week after cross-
ing the five-year seasonal average build in the pre-
vious week, a preliminary Reuters poll of analysts
showed ahead of industry and official weekly
reports. Crude stocks fell about 300,000 barrels to
463.6 million barrels in the week ended July 24,
analysts estimated. “We’re not seeing the level of
demand in the US one usually expects related to
the summer drive-time,” said Jonathan Barratt,
chief investment officer at Sydney’s Ayers Alliance.
“The world is awash with oil.”—Reuters

Oil prices fall to lowest in nearly six months

MANILA: Demand for gold slid to its
lowest in six years in the second quar-
ter of this year as buyers from top con-
sumer China poured funds into its now
troubled equities market, an industry
report showed yesterday. Retail invest-
ment from China fell by a quarter and
jewelry demand by 23 percent in the
April to June period as stock markets
there soared, GFMS said in a quarterly
update. However, a subsequent plunge
in Chinese share prices from mid-June
has not helped bullion, it said, as some
investors were locked in and others
nervous about switching to different
asset classes while financial markets
are so volatile. 

After a 12-year bull run peaked in
2011, global prices of the safe haven
metal have struggled to gain traction.
Last week, gold sank to $1,077 per
ounce, its lowest in 5-1/2 years, after a
sudden sell-off in New York and
Shanghai, as investors worried about
Chinese growth and the prospect of
U.S. interest rate rises made the dollar
more attractive. “Gold has certainly
moved out of favor in China in recent
quarters,” GFMS analyst Andrew
Leyland said.

“I think Chinese demand was a reac-
tion to weak price performance, rather
than a cause. Both the equity market,
and the US dollar have promised
stronger returns than gold, and this put
investors off the yellow metal.” GFMS
was cautiously optimistic that both
demand and prices could start to pick
up in the final quarter of the year.
“Chinese purchasers tend to buy into
rallies, so when gold gets some upward
momentum Chinese purchasing should
support this,” Leyland said. China and
India are the world’s top gold con-

sumers. Physical demand there has not
picked up strongly despite a sell-off last
week that knocked global prices to 5-
1/2 year lows.

That contrasts to the explosion in
physical demand seen after gold prices
dropped sharply in the second quarter
of 2013. GFMS, a division of Thomson
Reuters, said global demand for gold
bars and coins fell 12 percent year-on-
year in April-June and was around 63
percent below the peak two years ago.
In the largest consuming sector, jewel-
ry, consumption dropped 9 percent
and production declined 6 percent,
GFMS said.  Overall physical demand
stood at 858 tons in the second quar-
ter, down 14.2 percent from a year
before. Central banks remained net
buyers of gold, but their purchases fell
62 percent year on year. That helped
push the physical surplus in the gold
market to its highest in five years at
196 tons, more than double the total of
a year before.

While jewelry consumption in India
increased 2.5 percent to 158 tons dur-
ing the period, gross imports fell 10
percent to the lowest in five quarters,
the report said. China and India con-
sumed almost the same amount of
gold in January-June, with China a tad
higher at 394 tons against India’s 392
tons, it said. GFMS forecast gold would
average $1,135 an ounce in the third
quarter against $1,192 in April-June,
before recovering to $1,175 in the last
quarter of the year. “It remains our view
that a US rate hike this year is already
priced into the market and that an
increase could well prompt a review of
asset allocations that leads to an
increase in gold holdings,” the report
said. —Reuters

Gold demand weakest since 
2009 in the second quarter

BEIJING: A Chinese investor monitors display of stock information at a bro-
kerage house in Beijing yesterday. Shanghai stocks were volatile yesterday
after falling the most in eight years the day before while other Asian mar-
kets also flitted between gains and losses. —AP

China shares gyrate; Beijing 
scrambles to calm markets

SHANGHAI: Chinese shares whip-sawed
between gains and losses yesterday, as
Beijing scrambled once again to prop up
a stock market whose wild gyrations
have heightened fears about the finan-
cial stability of the world’s second
biggest economy. After a plunge of more
than 8 percent in major indexes on
Monday, Chinese regulators said they
were prepared to buy shares to stabilize
the stock market, while the central bank
injected cash into money markets and
hinted at further monetary easing. A tug-
of-war morning trading session ended
with the CSI300 index of the largest list-
ed companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen
down 0.2 percent at the midday break,
while the Shanghai Composite Index was
1 percent lower.

Both indexes had lurched between
losses as deep as 5 percent and gains of
more than 1 percent. Monday’s dramatic
slide shattered three weeks of relative
calm for Chinese equities, secured
through heavy government intervention
in which authorities pumped liquidity
into the market while effectively barring
many investors from selling. The rapid
sell-off, which saw China’s major indexes
suffer their biggest one-day loss in more
than eight years, may have been partly
due to authorities testing the water for
withdrawing some of that heavy-handed
support.

Three people in the banking industry
with direct knowledge told Reuters on
Monday that the state-run margin lender
had returned ahead of schedule some of
the funds it borrowed from commercial
banks to stabilize the stock market. “The
authorities picked an inopportune time
to float a trial balloon about scaling back
market support operations,” wrote Tim
Condon, head of research Asia for ING
Bank in Singapore, in a note yesterday.
“Lesson learned: sentiment manifestly
remains fragile. We expect a show of
force from the authorities today to
ensure the market closes higher.”

Knock-on effect
The wild volatility in China’s markets

has stoked fears among global investors
about the broader health of the Chinese
economy, hitting prices of growth-sensi-
tive commodities such as copper, which

hit a 6-year low on Monday. The
renewed slump hit Wall Street stocks
overnight, and sent Asian investors scur-
rying yesterday for safe-haven assets
such as government bonds and the
Japanese yen. But, while recent stock
market weakness will have caught out
many Chinese retail investors and com-
panies, the relatively low rate of stock
ownership by households and a discon-
nect between valuations and economic
fundamentals mean the impact on the
economy is likely to be less than it would
be in other markets. The People’s Bank of
China said yesterday it would inject 50
billion yuan ($8.05 billion) into money
markets in its biggest liquidity boost
since July 7, near the trough of the last
market sell-off.

The central bank also said, in a state-
ment before the stock market opened,
that it would use “various monetary
tools” to maintain “appropriate levels of
liquidity”, a signal that the further mone-
tary easing that many analysts have pre-
dicted could be in store. Despite a slow-
ing economy, China’s main stock indexes
had more than doubled over the year to
mid-June, when a sudden swoon saw
shares lose more than 30 percent of
their value in a matter of weeks. Markets
finally began stabilizing again in the sec-
ond week of July after a barrage of offi-
cial support measures. China’s central
bank cut interest rates,  brokerages
formed stabilization funds and regula-
tors lifted restrictions on pensions and
insurers investing in stocks, an implied
combined total verbal commitment of
almost $800 billion. 

Beijing also cracked down on “mali-
cious” short-sellers in the futures market,
froze IPOs to prevent a liquidity drain and
looked the other way as around 40 per-
cent of companies suspended trading in
their shares to escape the rout. In the lat-
est in a series of supportive commen-
taries from state-owned media, the
Shanghai Securities News said in a front
page editorial yesterday that investors
should view the latest sell-off “logically”
and that China’s economic fundamentals
were still sound. “The stable development
trend of the A-share (domestic)market
will not be altered by a single day
plunge,” it said. —Reuters
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KUWAIT: Oman Air has announced
the launch of a new initiative to pre-
vent credit  card fraud.  The cam-
paign will see a tightening of checks
on the validity of credit card trans-
actions. It will be backed up with
social media announcements, e-fly-
ers and newsletters, aimed at raising
awareness amongst customers of
the potential for credit card fraud

and the steps Oman Air is taking to
protec t  i ts  customers  f rom such
fraud. Customers who use credit
cards  to  book t ickets  wi l l  be
required to carry the same card with
them at check-in. I f  a third-party
card has been used for the booking
and the cardholder is not present,
the passenger should carry relevant
author izat ion f rom the  person

named on the card. Random checks
by Oman Air ’s staff will be carried
out to ensure the legitimacy of the
booking.

Announcing the  in i t iat ive,
M ohammed Al  Shike ly,  Genera l
Manager Marketing for Oman Air,
said:”Credit card fraud is on the rise
globally. Not only does it harm busi-
nesses, but it also causes great dis-

tress and inconvenience for con-
sumers. Oman Air is therefore taking
every possible step to prevent this
from happening in protection of our
customers. “The steps we are taking
under  th is  new in i t iat ive  are
des igned to  both  ident i fy  inc i -
dences of fraud and deter fraudsters
from continuing their criminal acts.
We would l ike  to  thank our  cus-

tomers in advance for their coopera-
tion with, and support for this vital
initiative.” Oman Air ’s latest anti-
fraud campaign builds on a series of
measures  which  are  a l ready in
place. These include secure credit
card transactions on the airl ine’s
website, the highest levels of secure
data storage and continuing review
of retail transactions.

Oman Air launches anti-credit card fraud initiative

ATHENS: A man passes a shop with paintings of scene of  Greece in the Plaka tourist district of Athens yesterday. Emissaries from Greece’s inter-
national creditors are holding preparatory talks with Greek officials as the aim is to thrash out the terms of the deal before Aug 20, when Greece
must make a debt payment that it cannot afford without new loans. — AP 

ATHENS: Greece pushed ahead with talks on a
new rescue loan yesterday, but its government
came under increasing pressure over claims it
had a top-secret plan to prepare for a euro exit
that involved accessing citizens’ personal tax
data. Emissaries from Greece’s international
creditors held a second day of preparatory talks
with Greek officials, ahead of higher-level nego-
tiations later this week on the country’s new
multi-billion euro lifeline.

The talks in Athens aim to thrash out the
terms of the deal - worth about 85 billion euros
($94 billion) over three years - before Aug. 20,
when Greece must make a debt payment that it
cannot afford without new loans. It will be the
country’s third bailout in more than five years. So
far, Greece has received about 240 billion euros
from the European Union and the International
Monetary Fund. In return, it was forced to imple-
ment painful spending cuts, tax increases, and
wide-ranging market reforms. The austerity
deepened a sharp recession, and caused unem-
ployment to swell to a peacetime record.

This week’s talks will include an array of issues
such as pensions and labor market reforms,
where the government is being asked to cut ear-
ly retirement, raise retirement ages, streamline

the pension system and ease restrictions pro-
tecting workers from mass layoffs. Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras has reluctantly accepted
the reforms in principle - even though he has
repeatedly said he doesn’t agree with them -
abandoning the staunchly anti-austerity policies
that brought his Syriza party to power six
months ago. The U-turn was necessary after talks
with bailout creditors came very close to col-
lapse and Greece was threatened with exit from
the euro currency union unless it agreed.

Parliament has already approved two batches
of reforms, drastically increasing sales tax on key
consumer goods, and reforming the banking
and judiciary systems. But that caused a rift with-
in Tsipras’ party, and about a quarter of his law-
makers refused to back the reforms, which were
passed with the help of pro-European opposi-
tion parties. Early elections now seem likely after
the bailout deal is signed. Adding to Tsipras’
troubles, his former finance minister, Yanis
Varoufakis, has claimed that he tried to surrepti-
tiously clone his own ministry’s tax records with
the help of a childhood friend, as part of a con-
tingency plan requested by Tsipras before the
January elections. 

The idea, according to Varoufakis, was to set

up a parallel banking system that would allow
transactions to continue - in euros, but with a
provision for immediate conversion to a new
currency - were Greek banks to be closed down.
The alleged scheme never received Tsipras’ go-
ahead, and Greek banks did close down for three
weeks with severe limitations on withdrawals
that remain in force, although domestic transfers
were still allowed. The head of the finance min-
istry’s IT services denied that the ministry sys-
tems had been tampered with, adding that ade-
quate protection measures are in place.

The main opposition New Democracy party
yesterday formally asked a parliamentary com-
mittee investigating Greece’s bailouts to exam-
ine Varoufakis, with a view to determining
whether Tsipras was aware of his alleged acts.
Also, a prosecutor forwarded to parliament two
separate lawsuits against Varoufakis by Greek cit-
izens claiming he severely harmed the national
interests by failing to adequately negotiate with
bailout creditors. Under Greek law, all lawsuits
against lawmakers, irrespective of their merits,
must be examined by parliament as members of
the house enjoy immunity from prosecution.
Lawmakers would then vote on whether to lift
Varoufakis’ immunity.—AP 

Greece advances 

in new loan talks 
Greek government under fire for euro exit plan

LONDON: Britain’s economy accelerated in
the second quarter of 2015, helped by
rebounding services activity and industrial
output, official data showed yesterday.
Gross domestic product grew 0.7 percent
between April and June, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) said in an initial
estimate. That matched analysts’ forecasts.
The dominant services sector helped the
economy improve on a disappointing first
quarter when GDP increased by just 0.4
percent, following 0.8-percent expansion in
the fourth quarter of last year.

“After a slowdown in the first quarter of
2015, overall GDP growth has returned to
that typical of the previous two years,” said
ONS chief economist Joe Grice. “But the
pattern has differed across the economy.
Overall growth has been driven by the serv-
ice sector and the strongest growth in min-
ing and quarrying since 1989.

“However, manufacturing output has
fallen slightly and construction has been
flat.” Britain’s services sector, representing
more than three-quarters of economic out-
put, also grew by 0.7 percent in the second
quarter. Rising North Sea oil and gas pro-
duction helped industrial output gain 1.0
percent, while construction was
unchanged and manufacturing slid 0.3 per-
cent.  Grice added that rebounding growth

takes GDP per head “back to broadly level
with its pre-economic downturn peak” in
early 2008.Strengthening growth could
meanwhile fuel fresh speculation over the
timing of an interest rate hike, analysts said.

GDP is now 5.2 percent ahead of its level
in the first quarter of 2008, prior to the
recession which saw the economy shrink by
as much as 6.0 percent.  “The acceleration
in growth raises questions over how long
the Bank of England will be able to main-
tain interest rates at 0.50 percent, especially
with wages now rising strongly,” said econ-
omist Ben Brettell at brokerage Hargreaves
Lansdown.  BoE governor Mark Carney has
forecast that Britain’s record-low interest
rates could start to rise at the turn of the
year. Carney expects the key rate to climb
over the next three years from its current
level of 0.50 percent-where it has stood for
more than six years in order to stimulate
growth. “It would not seem unreasonable
to me to expect that, once normalization
begins, interest rate increases would pro-
ceed slowly and rise to a level in the medi-
um term that is perhaps about half as high
as historic averages,” Carney said earlier this
month. “In my view, the decision as to
when to start such a process of adjustment
will likely come into sharper relief around
the turn of this year.”— AFP 

UK’s economy bounces 

back in second quarter

Jazeera Airways Group reports 

27 percent increase in net profit 

LONDON: An economist from one of the
world’s biggest hedge funds has been
appointed to help set Bank of England inter-
est rates, Britain’s finance ministry said yes-
terday. Gertjan Vlieghe will step down from
his role as a partner at Brevan Howard, which
runs a $24 billion macro hedge fund that
bets on interest rate moves, to return to the
BoE where he previously worked as an advi-
sor to former governor Mervyn King. Vlieghe,
a 44-year-old dual British-Belgian national,
was also a European interest rate strategist at
Deutsche Bank.

His three-year term begins in September.
He will succeed David Miles, who for much of
his time at the BoE was one of its strongest
advocates for more economic stimulus.
Vlieghe arrives at a sensitive time for the
British central bank, which is considering its
first post-financial crisis interest rate rise-a
decision Governor Mark Carney has said will
come into sharper focus at the turn of the
year. “Dr Vlieghe is an economist of outstand-
ing ability who brings experience from his
time at both the Bank of England and the
financial services industry,” finance minister
George Osborne said in a statement.

Angus Armstrong, director of economics
at Britain’s National Institute of Economic
and Social Research, described Vlieghe as a

calm and deep thinker. “He has a very good
understanding of the details and the opera-
tion of international financial markets today,
but also an excellent understanding of eco-
nomic and financial history.” A BoE research
paper authored by Vlieghe in 2010 suggest-
ed the optimal amount of variability that pol-
icymakers should tolerate in the rate of infla-
tion is small, but added that the costs of sta-
bilizing inflation too aggressively can be
large. Brevan Howard is one of the biggest
players in the $3 trillion hedge fund industry,
but last year recorded its first annual loss,
ending an 11-year winning run.

In May, Brevan Howard and other finan-
cial institutions came under scrutiny after
European Central Bank Executive Board
member Benoit Coeure gave a speech to an
invitation-only dinner of fund managers,
bankers and academics in London. At the
dinner, which was organized by institutions
including a research institute founded by
Brevan Howard, Coeure made comments
which moved the euro hours before his
speech was made public. A Treasury
spokeswoman said Vlieghe had stepped
down from active duties at Brevan Howard
but would retain existing vested rights to
share in future earnings, in line with BoE
policies.—Reuters

SINGAPORE: Indonesian President
Joko Widodo said yesterday that
with the global economy “full of
uncertainty and risk”, this was the
best time to “reap great profits” by
investing in the world’s fourth most
populous country. During a visit to
Singapore, Widodo urged
Indonesia’s top foreign investor to
not miss the opportunity to com-
mit more money to Southeast Asia’s
largest economy. “The world looks
full of uncertainty and risk. What
does it all mean?” Widodo told a
business forum of top government
and corporate officials, which
included the chief executives of
DBS and Wilmar International. “We
only have to look to history to
prove that those who have caught
it, those who come early, will be the
ones who will reap great profits.”

Indonesia needs foreign invest-
ment to help pay for desperately
needed infrastructure projects,
fund its current account deficit, and
revive economic growth. Foreign
direct investment remains a rare
bright spot for Indonesia with FDI
in the second quarter up 18.2 per-
cent from a year ago, its fastest
pace since 2013. But there are rising
concerns over Widodo’s ability to
get the economy back on track, as

he struggles with rifts inside his
political party and squabbles
between government agencies.

“Yes it is true we still have a lot of
work to do in Indonesia,” said
Widodo, a former furniture sales-

man. “But as businessmen, we
know, there is risk when we seek
reward.”—Reuters

The Best time to ‘reap great 

profits’ in Indonesia is now 

JAKARTA: Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron (center) attends a dialogue with Islamic organizations at
the Sunda Kelapa mosque in Jakarta yesterday. Cameron began a visit to Southeast Asia on July 27, look-
ing to seal $1.2 billion in trade deals and push for greater cooperation in the fight against the Islamic State
group. — AFP 

Hedge fund’s economist 

to join Bank of England 

KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways Group yesterday
announced its second quarter earnings for
the year. The company registered a net
profit of KD3.2 million, an increase of 14.2%
from the same quarter last year, which
brings its half-year net profit to KD6.2 mil-
lion, a 27.1% increase from the same period
last year. The continued strong growth was
driven by an increase in demand and high-
er load factor, which was up 4.1% com-
pared to the same period last year. 

Q2 Group Financial Highlights
Operating revenue: KD13.8 million,

less 1.5% from Q2 2014; Operating prof-
it: KD2.2 million, up 7.3% from Q2 2014
and - Net profit: KD3.2 million, up 14.2%

from Q2 2014

H1 Group Financial Highlights
Operating revenue: KD26.6 million, up

0.8% from H1 2014; Operating expenses:
KD21.9 million, less 5.8% from H1 2014;
Operating profit: KD4.7 million, up 51.0%
from H1 2014 and - Net profit: KD6.2 mil-
lion, up 27.1% from H1 2014. Jazeera
Airways Group Chairman, Marwan Boodai,
said: “Our continued double-digit growth
despite all the challenges proves that we
have the right strategy in place for our mar-
ket with the right product for our cus-
tomers, to whom we are very thankful for
making Jazeera Airways one of the most
successful airlines in the Middle East.” 
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DUBAI: DP World, one of the world’s
largest port operators, has started build-
ing a new $1.6 billion container terminal
in Dubai in response to demand for
more capacity and larger vessels, it said
yesterday. Jebel Ali port, owned by DP
World, has established itself as one of
the largest container ports in the Middle
East, boosted by Dubai’s status as a
growing centre for commerce. The emi-
rate’s hosting of the World Expo in 2020
is expected to provide a further lift to

trade. DP World said phase 1 of contain-
er Terminal 4 at the port will create new
capacity of 3.1 mill ion twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEU) by 2018, taking
total capacity at DP World’s flagship port
to 22.1 million TEU.

“The new capacity is a response to
feedback from customers expressing the
need for more capacity at Jebel Ali due
to an expected increase in trade in the
run-up to Expo 2020. Shipping lines will
be able to bring more of the world’s

largest vessels to our terminals,” said
Chairman Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem.
The complex will be equipped with
around 110 cranes, with a total quay
length of about 11,000 meters, it added.
DP World made the announcement on
the same day as it reported first-half
2015 gross container volumes across its
global ports were up 4.1 percent on a
like-for-like basis from a year earlier and
up 4.2 percent on a reported basis. The
Dubai-based company handled 30.6 mil-

lion TEU with growth largely driven by its
terminals in Europe and the United Arab
Emirates, it said in a separate statement.

Business in the UAE grew by 6 per-
cent,  with Europe showing steady
growth despite a difficult geopolitical
environment, it said, without elaborat-
ing. “Full-year market volume growth is
now forecast to be at approximately 3
percent and DP World is expected to
perform ahead of the market,” Chief
Executive Mohammed Sharaf  said.

Consolidated volumes, at terminals
over which DP World has control, rose
3.5 percent to 14.4 mill ion TEU. DP
World said its port in Yarimca, Turkey,
was on track to launch in the fourth
quarter, while its proposed acquisition
of Fairview Terminal in Canada was
expected to close in the second half of
2015. It said it also expects to add 2
million TEU of capacity at Terminal 3 of
its home port of Jebel Ali in the second
half. —Reuters

DP World begins $1.6 billion Dubai port upgrade

BEIJING: A man on a tricycle waits for clients in Beijing yesterday. —AFP

MOSCOW: The Russian ruble yester-
day plummeted past 60 against the
dollar for the first time since March
on falling oil prices, complicating the
central bank’s efforts to jump-start
the battered economy. The ruble
reached 60.30 per dollar in early
afternoon trading in Moscow after
having lost two percent of its value
on Monday. The new weakening of
the ruble, which comes after the
embattled currency bounced back

somewhat in recent months, is
expected to further erode consump-
tion and fuel inflation, which stood at
15.3 percent last month.  

“Inflation is already extremely
high, and another sharp fall in the
ruble would fuel it even further,
which, in turn, would intensify the
squeeze on households’ real
incomes,” Liza Ermolenko, an emerg-
ing markets economist at Capital
Economics said. Low energy prices,
brought on by the global oversupply
of crude oil, have sent the Russian
currency into its most recent decline,
causing it to lose more than 15 per-
cent of its value against the dollar in
just over two months.  “Looking
ahead, the outlook for the ruble
depends on what happens to oil
next,” Ermolenko said in emailed
comments. “For now we expect oil to
end the year at $55 per barrel, mean-
ing the ruble should stabilize around
its current level.”

Meanwhile, the sharp decline in
Russia’s economy may have almost
run its course, official data showed
yesterday, slowed by a huge devalua-
tion of the rouble and heavy govern-
ment spending on anti-crisis meas-
ures. Recovery prospects are cloudy,
however, with many analysts warn-
ing of a sluggish rebound at best. The
economy has slumped as a result of
Western sanctions linked to the
Ukraine conflict and last year’s col-

lapse in the price of oil. But the
decline now appears to arrested.

Divergent views
While gross domestic product

continued to decline in year-on-year
terms in June - down 4.2 percent
compared with 4.8 percent in May -
seasonally-adjusted output fell just
0.1 percent month-on-month. The
figure tallies with other recent data,
leading analysts to conclude the
decline is close to a bottom - a silver
lining to data which still show most
macroeconomic indicators sharply
down compared with a year earlier.
“It is kind of premature to speak
about the recovery in sequential
terms, which actually lies ahead,” said
Alexander Isakov, economist at VTB
Capital in Moscow. “But in terms of
year-on-year comparisons - the head-
line figure that everybody focuses on
- we are bottoming out.”

Uncertainty about the pace of any

recovery is reflected in official fore-
casts, which present sharply diver-
gent views. The Economy Ministry
predicts the economy will grow by
2.3 percent next year after a 2.8 per-
cent decline this year. In contrast,
Russia’s central bank sees the econo-
my growing by only 0.7 percent next
year after declining 3.2 percent this
year.

Economists polled by Reuters
expect 0.5 percent growth next year

after a 3.5 percent contraction this
year. Optimists emphasize the huge
boost to competitiveness caused by
the devaluation of the rouble, which
has declined by 40 percent against
the dollar over the last year. While the
initial impact of the rouble decline
was to boost inflation, cutting into
consumer spending, there is little
sign of it becoming entrenched
through higher wages. Nominal
wage growth - 7 percent in June - has
been running at less than half the
headline inflation rate of 15.3 per-
cent.

Recovery elusive
The resulting cut in labor costs

means that these are now compara-
ble to China’s, analysts at
Renaissance Capital say, boding well
for competitiveness. Evidence that
the devaluation has played a key role
in arresting the economic decline is
provided by data on industrial prof-

itability and wages, which shows
sectors producing tradable goods
strongly outperforming, VTB
Capital’s Isakov said. “In terms of tim-
ing, and judging by the other indica-
tors, we are closely following the
path of the recovery of the previous
crisis,” he said. Previous Russian eco-
nomic crises in 1998 and 2008 were
both followed by quick recoveries,
with devaluations of the rouble play-
ing a key role each time.

But some analysts are sceptical
about this policy’s effectiveness in
the medium term. “We see a risk that
the policy of a weaker exchange rate
will preserve the old structure of the
economy,” Morgan Stanley says,
referring to Russia’s over-reliance on
commodity exports and its lack of
high-tech industries. The weaker
rouble helps export-oriented com-
modity sectors, but may impede the
growth of high-tech sectors that rely
heavily on imports. Other analysts
emphasize the supportive role
played by the government. But there
are also major questions about the
ability of the state to keep support-
ing the economy by dipping into its
dwindling fiscal reserves.

The Finance Ministry forecasts
that its Reserve Fund, currently
worth $77 billion, will be 90 percent
spent by the end of next year. Before
last year’s oil price collapse, Russia
based its long-term budget plans on
an oil price of $100 per barrel -
almost double the present price of
just over $50 per barrel. That implies
painful cutbacks in government
spending in the years ahead to
rebalance the state’s precarious
finances. Natalia Orlova, economist
at Alfa Bank, emphasized that the
medium-term recovery prospects
have also been severely limited by
chronic underinvestment. Capital
investment by Russian companies,
down 7.1 percent year-on-year in
June, has now fallen for 19 consecu-
tive months.

Meanwhile foreign direct invest-
ment has been hammered by the cri-
sis in East-West relations. In the first
quarter it was just $1.3 billion, down
from $12.9 billion in the first quarter of
2014 and $40 billion in the same quar-
ter of 2013. That is a reminder that the
sanctions and the related geopolitical
tensions still weigh on the economy
even though Russian companies have
weathered the immediate financial
squeeze caused by restricted access to
international capital markets.
“Probably we will lose around 3 per-
cent of GDP this year.  Next year we will
be catching up, covering this output
gap, but there is nothing on top of this
which we can generate given the limit-
ed resources,” Orlova said. —Agencies

Russia ruble drops 
past 60 per dollar

Low investment to weigh on recovery prospects

MOSCOW: People walk past an exchange office sign showing the currency exchange rate in
Moscow. The Russian ruble dropped by 2 percent to nearly 60 rubles against the dollar, battered
by low oil prices. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Baidu shares skidded
Monday after the Chinese Internet colossus
reported earnings shy of most market
expectations. Baidu’s profit for the second
quarter was 3.66 billion yuan ($591 million),
up slightly from 3.55 billion yuan in the
same quarter a year earlier. Sometimes
referred to as the Chinese answer to Google,
Baidu reported revenues rose 38 percent
from a year earlier to 16.57 billion yuan. But
the results were below market forecasts, and
Baidu shares tumbled 8.69 percent to
$180.50 in after-market trading on the
Nasdaq that followed release of the earnings
figures. Baidu had ended the formal trading
day down 4.16 percent. Company execu-
tives touted the earnings as showing the
company is well positioned in the market,
particularly when it comes to staying in tune
with people increasingly using smartphones
or tablets to access the Internet.

“As we continue to connect people with
services and enable closed loop transac-
tions, we are creating a transactional busi-
ness model as Baidu  grows and evolves in
the age of mobile,” chief executive Robin Li

said in the earnings release. He maintained
that the company’s cornerstone search busi-
ness delivered “solid growth.” Some 629 mil-
lion people used Baidu mobile search dur-
ing the month of June, an increase of 24 per-
cent from the same month last year, accord-
ing to the earnings report. In addition to its
search engine business, Baidu invests in oth-
er technology areas including artificial intel-
ligence, and has taken a stake in the global
ride-sharing service Uber. Media reports say
that like Google, it is also working on a dri-
verless car.

Speaking on a conference call after the
results were released, Li said Baidu had inte-
grated its online maps with Uber’s ride-shar-
ing services. “Uber has done a tremendous
job in the past eight months. They are num-
ber one in many Chinese cities and we are
trying hard to help them to become even
more successful going forward,” he said. But
Chinese state media reported on Monday
that commercial hub Shanghai is consider-
ing “action” against Uber and its main
domestic competitor, claiming some drivers
offering services are unlicensed. —AFP

China’s Baidu shares 
dive on earnings miss

LONDON: Asda, the British arm of US retailer
Wal-Mart yesterday lost its status as Britain’s
No. 2 supermarket group to rival Sainsbury’s
as industry data confirmed it as the sector
laggard. Asda’s sales fell 2.7 percent over the
12 weeks to July 19, reducing its market share
to 16.4 percent from 17.0 percent in the same
period last year, researcher Kantar Worldpanel
said. That meant Sainsbury’s overtook Asda
with a market share of 16.5 percent, even
though its own sales fell 0.3 percent in the
period. 

All of Britain’s so called “big four” grocers-
market leader Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda and No
4 player Morrisons-have cut prices in an
attempt to stem the loss of shoppers to fast-
growing discounters Aldi and Lidl. The industry
price war has hurt the big four’s sales on a val-
ue basis, as has record commodity-led food
deflation. Analysts reckon Asda is particularly

suffering because it has reduced prices with-
out getting the boost to volume it was looking
for, reflecting a difficulty in attracting more
upmarket customers.

In May the firm reported its worst quarterly
sales fall in more than five years, but chief exec-
utive Andy Clarke insisted its long-term strate-
gy was the right one. Analysts say the pressure
is now mounting on Clarke, the longest-serving
boss of a big UK supermarket after manage-
ment change at all of Asda’s major rivals over
the last year, with the presentation of the firm’s
second quarter results on Aug. 18 seen as a
possible crunch point. Kantar Worldpanel said
Tesco’s sales declined 0.6 percent over the 12
weeks, while No. 4 player Morrisons’ fell 0.1 per-
cent. In contrast Aldi and Lidl posted sales
growth of 16.6 percent and 11.3 percent
respectively, lifting their market shares to a
record 5.6 percent and 4.0 percent. —Reuters

Sainsbury’s overtakes Asda to 
become UK’s No 2 supermarket

KUWAIT: Kuwait Financial Centre “Markaz”, in its recent research
report titled GCC Bonds & Sukuk Market Survey, has highlighted
the trends pertaining to aggregate issuances in the GCC region
during H1 2015.

$48.13 billion issued 
The aggregate primary issuance of bonds and sukuk by GCC

entities, including Central Banks, totaled $48.13 billion in H1
2015, a 15.19% decrease from the total amount raised in H1
2014.

GCC ‘CBLI’ 
Central Bank Local Issuances (CBLI) are Fixed Income securities

issued by GCC central banks for the purpose of regulating levels
of domestic liquidity. During H1 2015, a total of $28.29 billion was
raised by the GCC central banks, namely by the Central Bank of
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and Oman. The Central Bank of Kuwait
raised the highest amount with $12.85 billion, representing
48.8% of the total amount raised by CBLIs through 36 issuances,
followed by the Central Bank of Bahrain, which raised a total of
$6.69 billion, 47.13% higher from $4.55 billion raised in H1 2014. 

GCC Bonds and Sukuk 
The GCC bonds and Sukuk market is composed of bonds and

sukuk issued by GCC Sovereign and Corporate entities (including
Government related entities GREs and Financial Institutions FIs) for
financing purposes and denominated in local and foreign currencies.
A total of $19.83 billion was raised in the GCC bonds market in H1
2015, a decline of 19.29% from $24.57 billion raised in H1 2014. 

Geographical allocation
Issuances by UAE entities raised the largest amount in GCC Bonds

& Sukuk market in H1 2015, representing 75.6% of the total amount,
or $14.99 billion, and were the most active in terms of issuance fre-
quency with 99 issuances. Saudi Arabian issuers raised $1.57 billion
through 3 issues. Omani corporates raised $1.38 billion while
Bahraini issuers raised $800 million. Qatari entities raised $380 mil-
lion by 10 issuances. There was a single Kuwaiti corporate issue, a tier
1 perpetual $700 million bond by National Bank of Kuwait bearing
an initial coupon of 5.75%. 

Sovereign vs Corporate
During H1 2015, corporate issuances (which includes GREs and

FIs) dominated the majority of the amount raised in the GCC bonds
market, with $18.83 billion or 95% of the total amount raised. The
sole sovereign issue was a 10 year $1.0 billion bond issued by the
emirate of Ras al Khaimah bearing a coupon of 3.094%.  

Conventional v Sukuk
Conventional issuances raised $15.01 billion, or 75.71% of the

total amount raised in GCC bonds and sukuk market during H1 2015.
This was a decline of 16.69% as compared to H1 2014. Sukuk
issuances shrunk by 26.45% from $6.55 billion raised in H1 2014 to $
4.82 billion raised in H1 2015. 

Sector Allocation
The Financial Services issuers accounted for the largest amount

raised during H1 2015, with $16.82 billion representing 84.8% of the
total amount raised, through 113 issuances. The other sectors, i.e.
Communications, Government, Industrial Utilities and Transport,
were represented by a single issue each. 

Maturity Profile
Bonds with tenures of five-years raised the highest amount, $7.25

billion, through 26 issuances, representing 36.56% of the total
amount raised. Issuances with tenor of one year or less were the
most frequently issued with 39 issues raising $1.28 billion. A total of
$3.15 billion was raised by 5 perpetual issues.  

Issue Size Profile
GCC bonds and sukuk issuances during H1 2015 had issue sizes

ranging from $5.0 million to $1.12 billion. Issuances with principle
amounts greater than or equal to $500 million but less than $1.0 bil-
lion raised the largest amount of $7.07 billion, representing 35.63%
of the total value. The two largest issues were the Euro-denominated
bonds by Aabar Investments each raising EUR1.0 billion ($1.12 bil-
lion) and having tenors of 5 and 7 years.

Currency Profile
US Dollar denominated issuances dominated the GCC Bonds and

Sukuk Market in H1 2015, raising a total of $13.13 billion thereby rep-
resenting 66.2% of the total amount. Euro-denominated issuances
raised $3.23 billion, followed by SAR denominated issues which
raised $1.57 billion. GCC currencies were used to raise a total of $1.66
billion (8.37% of the total amount) in H1 2015.

Markaz examines GCC bonds, sukuk primary market trends
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SAN FRANCISCO: Microsoft’s new Windows 10
operating system debuts today, as the longtime
leader in PC software struggles to carve out a new
role in a world where people increasingly rely on
smartphones, tablets and information stored
online.

No one’s expected to line up overnight for
Windows 10, the way people did 20 years ago for
Windows 95. But Microsoft is counting on tens or
even hundreds of millions of people to download
its latest release for free in the coming months. The
launch will be accompanied by a global marketing
campaign for an event the company hopes will be
pivotal - both for its own future and for a vast audi-
ence of computer users around the world.

Windows 10 is coming to PCs and tablets first,
but it’s also designed to run phones, game con-
soles and even holographic headsets. It has new
features, a streamlined Web browser called Edge
and a desktop version of Cortana, the online assis-
tant that is Microsoft’s answer to Google Now and
Apple’s Siri. Still, the company insists Windows 10
will seem familiar to users of Windows 7, the six-
year-old operating system still running on most
PCs. Microsoft and PC makers want to erase the
memory of the last big update, 2012’s Windows 8,
which alienated many with its jarring, unwieldy
design.

Microsoft skipped the name Windows 9, as if to
distance itself further from the last release.  While
many analysts believe Windows 8 made sagging PC
sales even worse, it’s unclear if Windows 10 will
spur the industry back to growth. Here is a look at
the launch and why it matters. 

What happens this week?
Microsoft plans promotional events in several

cities today, tied to a global ad campaign and a
series of charitable donations. About 5 million peo-
ple who enrolled in an earlier test program will be
able to download Windows 10 right away.

The company is also offering Windows 10 as a
free download, any time over the next year, to 

anyone who has the Home or Pro versions of
Windows 7 or 8 (but not the Enterprise versions
used by big organizations). Some may not get it
the first day; Microsoft says it will deliver down-
loads in waves, to ensure things go smoothly, but it
hasn’t said how long that will take. Retailers such as
Best Buy, Staples and Wal-Mart will have some
desktops and laptops with Windows 10 already
installed. More models are coming.

Why is Microsoft giving Windows 10 for free?
The company wants to get the new software on

as many devices as possible. Microsoft needs a
large pool of users to convince independent pro-
grammers that it’s worth their time to build useful
or entertaining apps for Windows 10 devices.
Executives also believe that if people are exposed
to the latest and best Windows, they’re more likely
to try other Microsoft products on PCs and mobile
devices. CEO Satya Nadella says he wants to have 1
billion devices running Windows 10 in three years.
Microsoft estimates there are 1.5 billion people
who currently use some kind of Windows. Rather
than charging them to upgrade, as Microsoft used
to do, it’s embracing the free download model pio-
neered by Apple and Google.

How will Microsoft make money?
Microsoft will still collect licensing fees from PC

makers that install Windows 10 on new machines.
In recent years, most consumers have waited until
they bought a new computer to get the latest
Windows. Microsoft also makes money from selling
Windows and other software to large businesses
and organizations.

In addition, Microsoft is counting on Windows
10 to spur more use of other services. Microsoft
makes money from selling advertising for its Bing
search engine, and Windows 10 comes with many

apps that steer people to Bing. The company also
collects fees from people who use premium ver-
sions of its Office software, OneDrive cloud storage
and Skype.

Why does this matter to consumers?
Microsoft says Windows 10 is designed for the

way people use computers today - with a faster
Web browser and features that make it easier to
start tasks on a PC and then switch to a hand-held
device. (Apple and Google tout similar features in
their software.)

Windows 10 also lets users log in with their face,
iris or thumbprint, instead of remembering pass-
words, though this works only with computers
equipped with the right hardware.

Most PC users are still working with Windows 7,
thanks to Windows 8’s unpopularity. But Microsoft
plans to phase out maintenance and security sup-
port for Windows 7 over the next five years, and for
Windows 8 by 2023, as it did with the older
Windows XP. Still, there’s no need to panic about
upgrading right away.

Why is it important to the tech industry?
The growth in mobile devices has caused PC

sales to decline for more than three years, hurting
manufacturers like Hewlett-Packard and compa-
nies like Microsoft and Intel, whose products are
used with PCs. Windows 10 won’t make people
give up their hand-held gadgets, but it’s part of
Nadella’s strategy to reposition Microsoft for a
world where people use multiple devices. PC mak-
ers are hoping he succeeds.

Jeff Barney, who runs Toshiba’s consumer PC
business, said the new software is easier to use
than Windows 8 and will complement hardware
advances in Toshiba’s newest machines.  Although
Barney isn’t expecting a big rush to stores today,
“over time, I think we’re going to see a positive
trend in sales.” — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: In this April 29, 2015 file photo, a Dell laptop computer running Windows 10 is on display at the Microsoft Build conference. — AP 

Microsoft’s latest operating system
‘Windows 10’ is released worldwide

A look at the launch and why it matters

SAN FRANCISCO: Jody Kearns doesn’t like to
spend time obsessing about her Parkinson’s
disease. The 56-year-old dietitian from
Syracuse, New York, had to give up bicycling
because the disorder affected her balance.
But she still works, drives and tries to live a
normal life. Yet since she enrolled in a clinical
study that uses her iPhone to gather informa-
tion about her condition, Kearns has been
diligently taking a series of tests three times a
day. She taps the phone’s screen in a certain
pattern, records a spoken phrase and walks a
short distance while the phone’s motion sen-
sors measure her gait.

“The thing with Parkinson’s disease is
there’s not much you can do about it,” she
said of the nervous-system disorder, which
can be managed but has no cure. “So when I
heard about this, I thought, ‘I can do this.’”

Smartphone apps are the latest tools to
emerge from the intersection of health care
and Silicon Valley, where tech companies are
also working on new ways of bringing
patients and doctors together online, apply-
ing massive computing power to analyze
DNA and even developing ingestible “smart”
pills for detecting cancer.

Health studies 
More than 75,000 people have enrolled in

health studies that use specialized iPhone
apps, built with software Apple Inc devel-
oped to help turn the popular smartphone
into a research tool. Once enrolled, iPhone
owners use the apps to submit data on a daily
basis, by answering a few survey questions or
using the iPhone’s built-in sensors to measure
their symptoms.

Scientists overseeing the studies say the
apps could transform medical research by
helping them collect information more fre-
quently and from more people, across larger
and more diverse regions, than they’re able to
reach with traditional health studies. A smart-
phone “is a great platform for research,” said
Dr. Michael McConnell, a Stanford University
cardiologist, who’s using an app to study
heart disease. “It’s one thing that people have
with them every day.”

While the studies are in early stages,
researchers also say a smartphone’s micro-
phone, motion sensors and touchscreen can
take precise readings that, in some cases, may
be more reliable than a doctor’s observations.
These can be correlated with other health or
fitness data and even environmental condi-
tions, such as smog levels, based on the
phone’s GPS locater.

Others have had similar ideas. Google Inc.
says it’s developing a health-tracking wrist-
band specifically designed for medical stud-
ies. Researchers also have tried limited stud-
ies that gather data from apps on Android
phones.

But if smartphones hold great promise for
medical research, experts say there are issues
to consider when turning vast numbers of
people into walking test subjects. The most
important is safeguarding privacy and the
data that’s collected, according to ethics
experts. In addition, researchers say apps
must be designed to ask questions that pro-
duce useful information, without overloading
participants or making them lose interest
after a few weeks. Study organizers also
acknowledge that iPhone owners tend to be
more affluent and not necessarily an accurate
mirror of the world’s population.

Apple had previously created software
called HealthKit for apps that track iPhone
owners’ health statistics and exercise habits.
Senior Vice President Jeff Williams said the
company wants to help scientists by creating
additional software for more specialized
apps, using the iPhone’s capabilities and vast
user base - estimated at 70 million or more in
North America alone. “This is advancing
research and helping to democratize medi-
cine,” Williams said in an interview.

Apple launched its ResearchKit program in
March with five apps to investigate
Parkinson’s, asthma, heart disease, diabetes
and breast cancer. A sixth app was released
last month to collect information for a long-
term health study of gays and lesbians by the
University of California, San Francisco.
Williams said more are being developed.

For scientists, a smartphone app is a rela-
tively inexpensive way to reach thousands of
people living in different settings and geo-
graphic areas. Traditional studies may only

draw a few hundred participants, said Dr. Ray
Dorsey, a University of Rochester neurologist
who’s leading the Parkinson’s app study
called mPower. “Participating in clinical stud-
ies is often a burden,” he explained. “You have
to live near where the study’s being conduct-
ed. You have to be able to take time off work
and go in for frequent assessments.”

Precise reading 
Smartphones also offer the ability to col-

lect precise readings, Dorsey added. One test
in the Parkinson’s study measures the speed
at which participants tap their fingers in a
particular sequence on the iPhone’s touch-
screen. Dorsey said that’s more objective than
a process still used in clinics, where doctors
watch patients tap their fingers and assign
them a numerical score.

Some apps rely on participants to provide
data. Elizabeth Ortiz, a 48-year-old New York
nurse with asthma, measures her lung power
each day by breathing into an inexpensive
plastic device. She types the results into the
Asthma Health app, which also asks if she’s
had difficulty breathing or sleeping, or taken
medication that day.

“I’m a Latina woman and there’s a high
rate of asthma in my community,” said Ortiz,
who said she already used her iPhone “con-
stantly” for things like banking and email. “I
figured that participating would help my fam-
ily and friends, and anyone else who suffers
from asthma.”

None of the apps test experimental drugs
or surgeries. Instead, they’re designed to
explore such questions as how diseases
develop or how sufferers respond to stress,
exercise or standard treatment regimens.
Stanford’s McConnell said he also wants to
study the effect of giving participants feed-
back on their progress, or reminders about
exercise and medication.

In the future, researchers might be able to
incorporate data from participants’ hospital
records, said McConnell. But first, he added,
they must build a track record of safeguard-
ing data they collect. “We need to get to the
stage where we’ve passed the privacy test
and made sure that people feel comfortable
with this.”

Toward that end, the enrollment process
for each app requires participants to read an
explanation of how their information will be
used, before giving formal consent. The stud-
ies all promise to meet federal health confi-
dentiality rules and remove identifying infor-
mation from other data that’s collected.
Apple says it won’t have access to any data or
use it for commercial purposes.

Some studies will always require in-person
interaction or supervision by a doctor,
experts say. But by reaching more people and
gathering more data, advocates say smart-
phone apps can help doctors answer more
subtle questions about a disease.

“Diseases like asthma are very complicat-
ed. They’re not caused by a single gene or
environmental influence,” said Eric Schadt, a
genomics professor who’s using an iPhone
app to study asthma at New York’s Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. “The only
hope you have of really going further in
resolving this disease is for researchers to get
to more people.” — AP 

Software turns smartphones 
into medical research tools

Tech leaders warn 
over killer robots

PARIS: A group of leading tech leaders, including
British scientist Stephen Hawking and Apple co-
founder Steve Wozniak, yesterday issued a stern warn-
ing against the development of so-called killer robots.
Autonomous weapons, which use artificial intelli-
gence to select targets without human intervention,
have been described as “the third revolution in war-
fare, after gunpowder and nuclear arms,” wrote
around 1,000 top technology chiefs in an open letter.

“The key question for humanity today is whether to
start a global AI (artificial intelligence) arms race or to
prevent it from starting,” they wrote. “If any major mili-
tary power pushes ahead with AI weapon develop-
ment, a global arms race is virtually inevitable,” the let-
ter continued. The idea of an automated killing
machine-made famous by Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
“Terminator”-is moving swiftly from science fiction to
reality, according to the scientists.

“The deployment of such systems is-practically if
not legally-feasible within years, not decades,” the let-
ter said. The scientists painted the Doomsday scenario
of autonomous weapons falling into the hands of ter-
rorists, dictators or warlords hoping to carry out eth-
nic cleansing. “There are many ways in which AI can
make battlefields safer for humans, especially civilians,
without creating new tools for killing people,” the let-
ter concluded. The letter was presented at the open-
ing of the 2015 International Joint Conference on
Artificial Intelligence in Buenos Aires. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Gawker says it will rethink its
ethics policies following turmoil over an arti-
cle about an executive’s private life, in what
could be a turning point for the popular news
and gossip website. Gawker Media founder
and chief executive Nick Denton said a “dia-
logue about the editorial code” would begin
in August. “After the passionate public argu-
ment of the last week, calm is restored
enough to begin a real,  civil  dialogue,”
Denton said in a recent memo to staff titled
“Gawker’s growing up.”

Some immediate reactions were skeptical,
amid questions on whether the site known
for brash and unabashed reporting can be
journalistically ethical. “Their mission is to be
as mean-spirited as they possibly can. That’s
been the Gawker brand from the beginning,”
said Dan Kennedy, a journalism professor at
Northeastern University. Last week, Tommy
Craggs, the executive editor of Gawker Media,
and Max Read, editor-in-chief of Gawker.com,
quit because of the site’s managing partners’
decision to delete the controversial post.

The decision to delete the article, which
purportedly exposed a senior media execu-
tive’s efforts to contact a high-priced escort,
had divided the Gawker staff. Denton said he
was “ashamed that we would ruin the home
life of a largely private individual with such a
flimsy rationale” and that the crisis has forced
a re-evaluation of the group’s editorial mis-
sion.

‘Journalistic standards’
“The company expects high journalistic

standards to be maintained by our writers
and even more so our editors,” Denton said in
the memo. “We do not seek to expose every
personal secret-only those that reveal some-
thing interesting enough to warrant publica-
tion.” Aly Colon, chair of journalism ethics at
Washington and Lee University, said it may be
difficult for Gawker to chart a new course. “It
will be challenging because gossip by its
nature is often unverified and is often about
information that may or may not be con-
firmed,” Colon told AFP.  “You are often put-
ting yourself in an ethical dilemma.” 

According to the news blog Capital New
York, Denton told staff that he wants the new

Gawker to be “20 percent nicer” than the old
one, but then downgraded that to say it
should be “10 to 15 percent” nicer. Ken
Paulson, a former USA Today editor who is
now dean of the College of Mass
Communication at Middle Tennessee State
University, said Gawker’s ethics policies may
not necessarily be the same as other news
organizations. “If the New York Times did this,
we’d all be shocked and appalled, but after
all, the site is called Gawker,” Paulson said.
“We’ve seen a sea change in what Americans
view as news,” he said, because of “an endless
appetite for celebrity gossip.”

A long history 
Gawker Media, which is believed to be one

of the larger online news organizations, also
publishes Deadspin, Gizmodo and other
niche news sites. The incident with the media
executive is not the first time Gawker has run
into controversy. It faces a lawsuit for releas-
ing sex footage of pro wrestler Hulk Hogan.
Gawker also published an anonymous
account of a one-night stand involving a
female candidate for US Senate, and nude
pictures of a gay American football player.

The New York Observer called Gawker “a
site that regularly says horrible things about
people for no reason but the fun of it.” But
Gawker went too far in its latest expose, even
for Denton and other media watchers. “It’s
one thing to mock celebrities and people in
power but it’s another to throw somebody’s
private life in the public eye when they did
nothing to ask for that,” Paulson said.

Robert Drechsel, director of the Center
for Journalism Ethics at the University of
Wisconsin, said the article had “no broader
significance” and was “an unjustifiable inva-
sion of privacy.” Gawker needs to take a
hard look at  i ts  miss ion,  according to
Drechsel.  “ The f irst  step is  the folks at
Gawker need to think through what they
mean by gossip and once they can come up
with an ethically sensible and principled
definit ion of the term they can have a
broad ethics policy,” he said. “The silver lin-
ing in this is that it truly has stimulated an
important discussion by the people who
are creating this material.” — AFP 

Gossip site Gawker looks 
to turn over a new leaf

MEXICO CITY: This is a Thursday, July 4, 2013 file
photo of Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak as he
speaks during the digital festival TagDF. — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Cyber security firm
Zimperium on Monday warned of a flaw in
the world’s most popular smartphone oper-
ating system that lets hackers take control
with a text message. “Attackers only need
your mobile number, using which they can
remotely execute code via a specially crafted
media file delivered via MMS (text message),”
Zimperium Mobile Security said in a blog
post. “A fully weaponized successful attack
could even delete the message before you
see it. You will only see the notification.”

Android code dubbed “Stagefright” was
at the heart of the problem, according to
Zimperium. Stagefright automatically pre-
loads video snippets attached to text mes-
sages to spare recipients from the annoy-
ance of waiting to view clips. Hackers can
hide malicious code in video files and it will
be unleashed even if the smartphone user
never opens it or reads the message, accord-
ing to research by Zimperium’s Joshua Drake.

“The targets for this kind of attack can
be anyone,” the cyber security firm said,
referring to Stagefright as the worst
Android flaw discovered to date. “These vul-
nerabilities are extremely dangerous
because they do not require that the victim
take any action to be exploited.” Malicious

code executed by hackers could take con-
trol of smartphones and plunder contents
without owners knowing.

Stagefright imperils some 95 percent, or
an estimated 950 million, of Android phones,
according to the security firm. Zimperium
said that it reported the problem to Google
and provided the California Internet firm
with patches to prevent breaches. “Google
acted promptly and applied the patches to
internal code branches within 48 hours, but
unfortunately that’s only the beginning of
what will be a very lengthy process of
update deployment,” Zimperium said.

It did not appear as though hackers had
taken advantage of the Stagefright vulnera-
bility, according to Zimperium. Updating
Android software powering mobile devices
is controlled by hardware makers and some-
times telecommunication service carriers,
not Google. While Apple controls the hard-
ware and software in iPhones, iPads, and
iPods powered by its mobile operating sys-
tem, Google makes Android available free to
device makers who customize the code and
update it as they see fit. More about Drake’s
research was to be disclosed at a Black Hat
computer security conference taking place
in Las Vegas early in August. —AFP 

Android flaw allows 
hackers in with text 

STANFORD: In this photo taken Tuesday,
July 7, 2015, Dr Michael V McConnell, a
cardiologist who’s using an app to study
heart disease, poses with his smart-
phone outside the Stanford Medical
School. — AP 



SEOUL: In this file photo taken on June 8, 2015, a student has her temperature taken by a teacher outside the Sungshin elemen-
tary school. —AFP  
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TOULOUSE: A 16-year-old French volunteer archaeolo-
gist has found an adult tooth dating back around
560,000 years in southwestern France, in what
researchers hailed as a “major discovery” yesterday.  “A
large adult tooth-we can’t say if it was from a male or
female-was found during excavations of soil we know to
be between 550,000 and 580,000 years old, because we
used different dating methods,” paleoanthropologist
Amelie Viallet told AFP. “This is a major discovery because
we have very few human fossils from this period in
Europe,” she said. The tooth was found in the Arago cave
near the village of Tautavel, one of the world’s most
important prehistoric sites which has been excavated for
about 50 years. It is also the site of the discovery of over
140 fossils belonging to Tautavel Man, an early hominid
that lived an estimated 450,000 years ago. Volunteer
Camille, 16, was working with another young archaeolo-
gist when she found the tooth last Thursday.

They were among the hundreds of young trainee

archaeologists who come to work in the cave every year
to study human ancestors during the lower Paleolithic
era, when they first began to use tools. The owner of the
tooth-a very worn lower incisor-lived during a cold, dry
and windy period and according to archaeological finds
in the cave, hunted horses, reindeer, bison and rhinocer-
os. For a long time the Heidelberg jaw-including the chin
and full set of lower teeth-discovered in Germany in
1907 dating to around 600,000 years ago, was the oldest
fossil of  human ancestors in western Europe. However
some archaeological sites offered up evidence of stone
tools dating back much earlier.

This has left many questions and stirred debate
about the life and presence of human ancestors in
Europe before modern humans rose out of Africa and
went on to conquer the planet. In 2013 the discovery of
a fossil tooth in southeastern Spain that dated to about
1.4 million years ago shook up the timeline of the colo-
nization of Europe by modern humans.

A piece of the puzzle 
Dr Matthew Skinner, a palaeoanthropologist from

the University of Kent in Britain said that while the find
was important as there are few human fossils from this
period, “a single tooth, I wouldn’t say is a major discov-
ery, unfortunately.”

“If there’s something about its shape or its size that
would suggest that it is different from the other fossils
we have from that time period and perhaps belongs to
a different species , then that would be of course very
interesting.”  He said the most obvious species to which
the tooth would belong would be Homo heidelbergen-
sis-owner of the German jaw-about whom little is
known. “These are certainly different from modern
humans, they existed before Neanderthals. They had
quite large brains and fairly complex behaviour but
weren’t modern in the way that we are.

“They were quite robust, very stocky individuals,
they had really massive skulls.” However he said most

fossils available came from above the neck, making it
difficult to understand the species. “What we need is for
them to find a skeleton ...We have lots of skulls of hei-
delbergensis but what we don’t have are arms and legs
and ribs and pelvis...  not much, there’s a few pieces,
but it’s really not very much.” Tony Chevalier, another
paleoanthropologist from Tautavel, said the tooth
would also shine a light on the current debate over
Homo Heidelbergensis-owner of the German jaw and
ancestor of Neanderthals. “Was Homo Heidelbergensis
simply European or also African? It is a very important
debate,” said Chevalier.  

While modern Homo sapiens is now the last man
standing, in the past our ancestors shared the earth
with several early human species at the same time. A
plethora of archaeological finds in past decades contin-
ues to change the size and shape of humans’ family
tree and the connections between the different
branches. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea said yesterday it is now vir-
tually free of the deadly MERS virus that killed 36
people and sickened nearly 200 since an out-
break was declared in May. Prime Minister
Hwang Kyo-ahn in a government meeting urged
people to return to normal as the country hasn’t
had a new MERS case in more than three weeks.
More than 16,000 people were isolated at hospi-
tals and homes as the government tried to stop
the disease’s spread, and the last person was lift-
ed from quarantine on Monday.

“It is the judgment of medical experts and
the government that people can now feel safe,”
Hwang said in the meeting, according to the
prime minister ’s office. The World Health
Organization in a statement yesterday called the
outbreak under control, crediting South Korea’s

public health measures, such as broadly tracing
patients’ contacts, isolating all contacts and sus-
pected cases, and strengthening infection pre-
vention.

Wider-than-expected 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, discov-

ered in 2012, is caused by a coronavirus in the
same family as the common cold and SARS. The
disease usually spreads poorly, but experts sus-
pect South Korea’s crowded emergency rooms
and hospital wards might have contributed to a
wider-than-expected transmission here. South
Koreans’ habits of “doctor shopping” - visiting
multiple facilities to treat the same illness - and
having many friends and relatives visit hospital-
ized patients also might have contributed.

The public alarm over MERS rattled South
Korea’s economy, which posted its slowest quar-
terly growth in more than two years in the three
months through June. The Bank of Korea partial-
ly blamed the slowed growth on sapped con-
sumption as foreign tourists cancelled visits and
people stayed home in fear of infection.

Authorities in seven countries, including sev-
eral regions in China, Czech Republic and United
Arab Emirates, had advised their citizens against
traveling to South Korea over the MERS out-
break, and Vietnam yesterday became the last
country among them to lift the travel warning,
according to Seoul’s foreign ministry. Hong Kong
is maintaining an alert against non-essential
travel to South Korea, but the foreign ministry
said it was expecting it to be lifted. —AP 

S Korea sees end of MERS 

after outbreak killed 36
Medical experts proclaim people are now safe 

KATHMANDU: In a victor y for
activists, Nepalese temple authori-
ties said yesterday they would end
a centuries-old Hindu tradition of
mass animal slaughter that
attracts hundreds of thousands of
worshippers. The festival,  held
once every five years, sees hordes
of devotees from Nepal and India

flock to a temple in the Himalayan
nation’s southern plains to sacri-
fice thousands of animals in the
hope of appeasing the Hindu god-
dess of power, Gadhimai.

“We have decided to complete-
ly stop the practice of animal sacri-
fice,” said Motilal Prasad, secretary
of the Gadhimai Temple Trust,

which organizes the celebrations.
“I  realized that animals are so
much like us-they have the same
organs as us... and feel the same
pain we do,” Prasad told AFP. The
practice of ritual sacrifice has a
long history in Nepal, with devo-
tees offering goats and buffaloes
to gods during major festivals in

the hope of finding health and
happiness.  

Some 2.5 million worshippers
sacrificed an estimated 200,000
animals during the most recent
installment of the Gadhimai festi-
val held last November in the vil-
lage of Bariyapur near the Indian
border. “It won’t be easy to end a
400-year-old custom... but we have
four years to convince people that
they don’t need to sacrifice ani-
mals to please the goddess,”
Prasad said.

Animal rights activists applaud-
ed the decision, which came after
years spent lobbying temple
authorities and the Nepal govern-
ment in a campaign that attracted
support from celebrities including
British actress Joanna Lumley and
French movie legend Brigitte
Bardot. “It has been a long effort...
we took a firm stand and it has
finally worked,” said Manoj
Gautam, president of Animal
Nepal Welfare Network. “We realize
that people have been victimized
by superstition so building mass
awareness is critical, but I am very
hopeful that we will see a blood-
less festival in 2019,” Gautam told
AFP.  

According to legend, the first
sacrifices in Bariyapur were con-
ducted several centuries ago when
Gadhimai appeared to a prisoner
in a dream and asked him to
establish a temple to her. When he
awoke, his shackles had fallen
open and he was able to leave the
prison and build the temple,
where he sacrificed animals to give
thanks. — AFP 

Nepal temple authorities 

ban animal slaughter

JAKARTA: Southeast Asian nations meeting yes-
terday to discuss the problem of haze that
shrouds the region’s skies every year made little
progress, as the number of smog-belching forest
fires was on the rise in Indonesia. Environment
ministers from Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand,
Brunei and Singapore met in Jakarta to discuss
the issue. 

The haze mostly comes from forest fires on
Indonesia’s western island of Sumatra, many of
which are deliberately lit to clear land for planta-
tions.  Pressure to resolve the problem has
increased since 2013 when Southeast Asia suf-
fered its worst smog crisis for more than a
decade, with haze levels hitting a record high in
Singapore. Nevertheless, collaborative efforts by
the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to resolve the problem have
been slow, with Singapore’s calls for the adop-
tion of a regional haze monitoring system mak-
ing little headway.

The proposed system would use satellite

data and maps of forest concessions to identify
firms responsible for fires, and use this evidence
to prosecute them. But Indonesia and Malaysia,
which is also home to palm oil plantations, have
been reluctant to provide such maps. There were
no concrete developments at the two-day
Jakarta meeting, prompting Singaporean
Environment Minister Vivian Balakrishnan to
lament “very slow” progress despite many meet-
ings. “The human, social and economic cost of
haze in our part of the world has been too high,
and been going on far too long,” he told reporters.
Singapore has passed legislation allowing author-
ities to fine companies that cause or contribute to
haze, regardless of whether they have an office in
the city-state. But officials say they still need evi-
dence from the ground. The number of fires on
Sumatra rose steeply in recent days, with state-
run Antara news agency reporting over 300
“hotspots”-either forest fires or areas likely soon
to go up in flames-detected on the island at the
weekend. — AFP 

SE Asia sees little 
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French teen finds 560k year-old adult tooth

SAN FRANCISCO: A federal appeals court
Monday upheld a California law banning the
sale, distribution and possession of shark fins.
The legislation does not conflict with a 19th-cen-
tury law that gives federal officials authority to
manage shark fishing off the California coast or
significantly interfere with interstate commerce,
the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals said.

The 2-1 ruling upheld a lower court decision
tossing the lawsuit brought by the Chinatown
Neighborhood Association and Asian Americans
for Political Advancement, a political action com-
mittee. The groups had argued that the ban -
passed in 2011 - unfairly targeted the Chinese
community, which considers shark fin soup a
delicacy. Shark finning is the practice of remov-
ing the fins from a living shark, leaving the ani-
mal to die.

Joseph Breall, an attorney for the groups,
said they were reviewing their options and
had not yet decided whether to appeal. He
said he was heartened by the dissenting opin-
ion by Judge Stephen Reinhardt, who said the
plaintiffs should have been allowed to amend
their lawsuit.

The plaintiffs had argued on appeal that the
shark fin law conflicted with the federal law
intended to manage shark fishing off the
California coast. The majority in the 9th Circuit
ruling, however, said the federal law has no
requirement that a certain number of sharks be
harvested, and even if it did, the California law
still allowed sharks to be taken for purposes oth-
er than obtaining their fins.

The federal law, additionally, envisions a
broad role for states in crafting fishery manage-
ment plans, and, like California’s ban, makes con-
servation paramount, the court said. The 9th
Circuit also rejected the plaintiffs’ claims that the
ban illegally interfered with trade in shark fins
between California and other states and the flow
of shark fins between states through California. 

“The Shark Fin Law does not interfere with
activity that is inherently national or that
requires a uniform system of regulation,” Judge
Andrew Hurwitz wrote. “The purpose of the
Shark Fin Law is to conserve state resources, pre-
vent animal cruelty, and protect wildlife and
public health. These are legitimate matters of
local concern.” — AP 

California court prohibits

distribution of shark fin

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Thursday, May 5, 2011 photo, NBA player Yao Ming sits near an
inflatable shark during a break from filming a public service announcement about banning
shark fin soup in Chinatown. —AP 

BARIYAPUR: In this photograph taken on November 28, 2014, a butcher gets ready to kill a buffalo
during a mass slaughter of the animals for the Gadhimai festival inside a walled enclosure. —AFP 

TAIPEI: A court has sentenced the head of a
Taiwanese company to 20 years in jail for his
role at the centre of a “gutter oil” scandal that
gripped the island’s food industry and
brought down a minister. Yeh Wen-hsiang,
chairman of Chang Guann Co, was also fined
Tw$50 million ($1.6 million) for his part in sell-
ing on 243 tons of tainted oil collected from
cookers, fryers, and grease traps, as well as
recycled grease from leather processing
plants.

Yeh was first detained in September after
the accusations came to light, but was
released on bail in October, before being
found guilty of safety violations last week. He
was sentenced on Friday. Hundreds of tons of
cakes, bread, instant noodles, cookies,
steamed buns and dumplings had to be
removed from shelves in Taiwan and Hong
Kong when the case surfaced, authorities said.

The contaminated fat was mixed with reg-
ular lard and distributed to clients in the food
industry.  More than 1,000 restaurants, bak-
eries and food plants in Taiwan had used the

tainted oil, according to the Food and Drug
Administration, and the resulting outcry led to
the resignation of the country’s health minis-
ter. Tsai Chi-chuan, the company’s vice presi-
dent, was also given a 20-year sentence for
food safety violations, according to a state-
ment released by the Pingtung District Court,
in the south of the country. Kuo Lieh-cheng,
the manager of an unlicensed factory that
supplied the firm, was jailed for 12 years, while
a worker from the same factory was sentenced
to eight years, it said. 

Taiwan’s government had pushed for an
amendment to the law to raise jail terms and
fines for food safety violations, as well as offer-
ing whistle-blowers more incentives in the
wake of the case. Yeh’s “gutter oil” case was the
first in a string of scandals, with Taiwanese
food giant Ting Hsin group accused of selling
oil intended for animal food just one month
later. Two Taiwanese businessmen were then
charged with using banned industrial dyes to
adulterate food products in December last
year, also prompting mass recalls. — AFP 
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KRUGER NATIONAL PARK: Barking
and snarling in his cage, “Killer”-South
Africa’s most successful poacher-
catching canine-looks ready for
another helicopter mission tracking
down armed hunters who slaughter
rhinos for their horns.

In the first half of this year, Killer
has already helped rangers arrest
more than 15 poachers in the Kruger
National Park as authorities try in vain
to stem a rapid rise in the number of
rhino being killed. Chosen for his
focus and ferocity, the six-year-old jet
black and tawny brown Belgian
Malinois is the champion of the four-
legged stars serving on the front lines
of the vicious anti-poaching war.

“He’s had very good success so far,
he’s very good on human scent track-
ing,” Johan de Beer, kennel master at
the Kruger canine unit, told AFP. De
Beer, a barrel-chested man with a salt
and pepper goatee, said that despite
his name Killer is a gentle dog who is
great at his job. “He bites, but we don’t
use him that much to bite,” said De
Beer. “He’s actually a very placid dog.
He likes riding in a chopper, stuff like
that, he’s quite adventurous.” Since
2007, rhino poaching has risen rapidly
every year in the Kruger as animals
are killed for their horn, used for its

supposed medicinal qualities in
China, Vietnam and Thailand. In 2014,
a record 1,215 rhino were killed and
that number is set to be exceeded this
year.

A tough battle 
Amid the carnage, the Kruger

canine program has been a rare bit of
good news thanks to dogs like Killer
and Gladys, a lively Springer Spaniel
who sniffs out guns and ammunition
at park gates. Kruger authorities now
plan to boost the number of dogs
from 29 to more than 40 by the end of
the year.

“The dogs are contributing a huge
success to catching poachers,” said De
Beer, adding that the hunters-who are
often trained gunmen from bordering
Mozambique-have adapted their
strategies to try to evade capture.
“They got clever, they dropped chilli
peppers on the trail, but it didn’t work,
the dogs still found them,” he said
laughing.

Yet a dog is only as good as his
handler-and it is the special bond
between Killer and his handler Amos
Mzimba that sets them apart. “We
make a good team because of our
mutual understanding of each other,
our companionship,” said Mzimba,

who practices drills with Killer every
day, rewarding him by playing ball
games. A typical assignment sees
Killer and Amos rushing by helicopter
to wherever a poacher has been spot-
ted or a rhino carcass discovered, and
then tracking the suspect through the
bush for as far as eight kilometers.

For those who knew Killer as a
puppy, his fame does not come as a
surprise. “He was a very active, mobile
puppy,” said Killer’s breeder, Henry
Holsthyzen, of the Paramount Anti-
Poaching and K9 Academy outside
Johannesburg. “That whole litter was
just phenomenal, they had high drive,
they had a natural ability to track, they

had aggression. “It was natural to pair
them with the Kruger.”

Bred for success 
The Belgian Malinois is used by

military, police and private security
organizations around the world,
including US Special Forces. In 2011, a
Belgian Malinois named Cairo was
used in the operation to capture and
kill Osama bin Laden.

This year, the breed has also
enjoyed some stardom on the silver
screen in “Max”, a movie about a dog
deployed in Afghanistan. Holsthyzen,
43, who used to work with the South
African police, recognized the breed

would be well suited for anti-poach-
ing work, which requires fearless dogs
who can withstand the scorching
temperatures of the African bush.

Killer was trained for 16 months
before being sent to the Kruger aged
18 months to learn how to identify
scents, to follow mock trails and to
attack. In spite of the dangers from
armed poachers and poisonous
snakes, Holsthyzen said he was proud
that his dogs were playing their part
in Kruger’s battle to save its rhinos. “I
see those dogs as my babies, especial-
ly Killer and those litters, I’ve raised
them personally,” said Holsthyzen.
“He’s contributing to society.”— AFP 
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ANCHORAGE: Researchers may never solve the
recent deaths of 18 endangered whales whose car-
casses were found floating near Alaska’s Kodiak
Island, a scientist  working on the case said
Monday. Samples taken from one of the 10 fin
whales were at least a week old, which could
throw off test results, said Kate Wynne, a marine
mammal specialist for the University of Alaska Sea
Grant Program. The carcasses of eight humpback
whales also were found.

The carcasses of the marine mammals were dis-
covered between Memorial Day weekend and ear-
ly July. Most of the animals were too decomposed
for sampling. Both species of whales feed close
together, and scientists speculate the animals
might have eaten something toxic in waters that
were significantly warmer than average at the
time. One test came back negative for one toxin
that would be present in harmful algal blooms,
and another test is still pending, Wynne said.
“That’s my leading hypothesis,” Wynne said of an
environmental toxin as a cause. “The carcasses
unfortunately are getting older and less sample-
able. So we never will find out what killed those

whales, in my mind.” 
Other test results also are pending, however. A

muscle-tissue sample is being tested for the possi-
bility of radionuclides from the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear disaster. Scientists also have looked at oth-
er possibilities, including sonar and seismic explo-
ration. The deaths are an unusual occurrence,
Wynne said. She said she’s never heard of anything
similar occurring among large baleen whales in
the US.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is also looking into the deaths of a
slightly larger number of whales over a larger area.
NOAA is requesting the deaths to be designated
nationally as an unusual mortality event, which
would free of federal funding for further studying
the deaths, NOAA spokeswoman Julie Speegle
said. Along with the dead whales, dead birds
including murres and shearwaters were reported
earlier in the investigation. Tests showed the
shearwaters had a high parasite count and were
starving, Wynne said. The murres were not sam-
pled, but Wynne said those deaths could be part of
a die-off that occurs periodically. — AP

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK: A member of the Kruger National Park Anti-Poaching K9 Unit and his dog
patrol through the bush. — AFP 

Serrated teeth:

Secret to the

T rex’s success

WASHINGTON: I f  you want to know the secret
behind the success of Tyrannosaurus rex and its
meat-eating dinosaur cousins, look no further than
their teeth. Scientists yesterday unveiled a compre-
hensive analysis of the teeth of the group of carnivo-
rous dinosaurs called theropods, detailing a unique
serrated structure that let them chomp efficiently
through the flesh and bones of large prey.

Theropods included the largest land predators in
Earth’s history. They first appeared about 200 million
years ago and were the dominant terrestrial meat-
eaters until the age of dinosaurs ended about 65 mil-
lion years ago. The study involving eight theropod
species revealed their previously unknown tooth
complexity. Internal dental tissues were arranged in a
way that reinforced the strength and prolonged the
life of teeth that were serrated like steak knives for
easy dismembering of other dinosaurs.

University of Toronto Mississauga paleontologist
Kirstin Brink said fossil evidence showed that T rex’s
teeth could crush bone. Its teeth have been found
embedded in the bones of its prey and chunks of
bone appear in its fossilized dung. “But the serrations
were most efficient for piercing flesh and gripping it
while ripping off a chunk of meat, called the ‘punc-
ture and pull’ feeding style,” Brink said.

The researchers analyzed slices from fossil teeth
using a powerful microscope and a sophisticated
device that revealed tooth chemical properties. They
studied teeth from: the early and relatively small
Coelophysis; bird-like Troodon; large predators
Allosaurus,  Gorgosaurus,  Daspletosaurus,
Tyrannosaurus and Carcharodontosaurus; and big,
semi-aquatic Spinosaurus.

The teeth of Tyrannosaurus and
Carcharodontosaurus measured up to 9 inches long.
“In theropods, the serrations are larger and deeper
than the superficial view suggests, making them
stronger and longer lasting, less likely to get dam-
aged or worn,” University of Toronto Mississauga
paleontology professor Robert Reisz said.

Dinosaurs were able to continuously grow teeth
throughout their lives. When a tooth was broken,
another could replace it. “It could take up to two
years for a tooth to grow back in the big theropods
like T rex. Therefore, having specially reinforced teeth
means less tooth breakage and less gaps in the jaw,
leading to more efficient eating,” Brink said. The
Komodo dragon, a lizard up to 10 feet long from
Indonesia, is the only living reptile with serrated
teeth closely resembling those of theropods
although these teeth evolved independently of those
of the dinosaurs, Brink said. The research appears in
the journal Scientific Reports. —Reuters

S Africa’s top poacher-hunting 

pooch ‘Killer’ flies into battle
Helped rangers arrest more than 15 poachers

KODAK ISLAND: In this June 8, 2015 photo, provided by the University of Alaska Fairbanks Gulf Apex
Predator Prey project, a fin whale lies dead. — AP 

Whale deaths off Alaska island remains mystery

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK: “Killer”, South Africa’s most successful
poacher-catching canine - barks in his cage. — AFP 
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McDonald’s Kuwait hosted a private screening of the
blockbuster movie “Minions” at the Marina Mall
Cinescape, for an audience comprised of special

needs children, as well as winners of various in-store competi-
tions and members of the media with their families.

McDonald’s much beloved ambassador, Ronald McDonald,

joined the audience for an evening of fun and entertainment.
The evening kicked off with the screening of the film, which
proved a big hit with both the children and the adults in the
audience. During the screening, the McDonald’s “Senior Stars”
distributed goodie bags to the children, filled with fun gifts
and memorabilia of the movie. After the movie ended, all the

children sat down together and enjoyed a special “Minions”
Happy Meal. “McDonald’s Kuwait has always been proud of its
close relationship with the special needs community in Kuwait,
and we have always strived to support this community in
every way. We are always happy to do our part to put a smile
on the faces of special needs children, and there is nothing

better than a fun night at the movies to do that,” said Sherif
Coutry, Marketing Director at McDonald’s Kuwait. “We are
grateful for all the organizations and members of the commu-
nity who helped make this a night to remember. This has been
one of our most enjoyable movie screening nights yet, and we
look forward to the next one.”

McDonald’s brings the magic of movies to special needs children

Movenpick Hotel Kuwait has recently enhanced its
Kids’ Club with new games and fun activities. It is
characterized by the sense of fun and joy it brings

to the hearts of its young guests, aged 2-10 years old. 

The club boasts new games and activities that aim to
stimulate children’s energy and enhance both their physical
and cognitive skills. The games include a large number of
swinging and sliding activities, as well as drawing and color-

ing games, and many more, including outdoor activities in
the garden.    

“The Kids’ Club also provides children the chance to enjoy
a special place solely dedicated to them, with loads of

amusement and fun. We have taken all precautions neces-
sary for their safety and security; professional staff members
will watch over the children whilst they have fun at the club,”
said Hassan Hassanien, the hotel’s general manager. 

Movenpick Hotel Kuwait boosts its Kids’ Club

—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263



00:10 Doctors
00:40 Eastenders
01:10 Call The Midwife
02:05 The Room At The Top
03:00 David Copperfield
03:50 Friday Night Dinner
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Charlie And Lola
05:35 Show Me Show Me
05:55 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
06:10 The Green Balloon Club
06:35 Show Me Show Me
06:55 Charlie And Lola
07:10 The Weakest Link
07:55 Lorna Doone
08:45 Doctors
09:15 Eastenders
09:40 Call The Midwife
10:35 Famous, Rich And Jobless
11:30 The Weakest Link
12:15 Friday Night Dinner
12:40 The Vicar Of Dibley
13:10 Call The Midwife
14:05 Famous, Rich And Jobless
14:55 Friday Night Dinner
15:20 The Vicar Of Dibley
15:50 Doctors
16:20 Eastenders
16:50 The Weakest Link
17:35 The Vicar Of Dibley
18:05 Call The Midwife
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:00 Starlings
20:45 Starlings
21:30 Uncle
22:00 Spooks
22:55 Live At The Apollo
23:40 The Weakest Link

T V  PR O G R A M S
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2015

V FOR VENDETTA ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

X-MEN: DAYS OF FUTURE PAST ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:30 Bargain Hunt
01:15 MasterChef
02:10 Come Dine With Me
02:35 Masterchef: The
Professionals
03:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
04:45 Rachel Khooʼs Kitchen
Notebook: London
05:10 MasterChef
06:05 Antiques Roadshow
07:00 Antiques Roadshow
07:50 Masterchef: The
Professionals
08:45 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
10:05 Antiques Roadshow
10:55 Rachel Khooʼs Kitchen
Notebook: London
11:25 Come Dine With Me
11:50 Masterchef: The
Professionals
12:40 Antiques Roadshow
13:35 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
14:55 MasterChef
15:50 Come Dine With Me
16:15 Rachel Khooʼs Kitchen
Notebook: London
16:40 Masterchef: The
Professionals
17:30 The Hairy Bikersʼ Mississippi
Adventure
18:15 DIY SOS: The Big Build
19:10 Masterchef: The
Professionals
20:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials

00:20 Fast Nʼ Loud
01:10 Walking The Nile
02:00 Dual Survival
02:50 Asphalt Cowboys
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Game Of Pawns
05:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Siberian Cut
06:50 Wheeler Dealers
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 Game Of Pawns
09:45 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Walking The Nile
11:25 Dual Survival
12:15 Asphalt Cowboys
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Game Of Pawns
14:20 Siberian Cut
15:10 Wheeler Dealers
16:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
16:50 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 Mythbusters
19:20 The Carbonaro Effect
19:45 Magic Of Science
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 Game Of Pawns
21:00 Mythbusters
21:50 The Carbonaro Effect
22:15 Magic Of Science

00:00 Escape Club
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20 Giuliana & Bill
03:15 Christina Milian Turned Up
04:10 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 New Money
12:35 New Money
13:05 Fashion Bloggers
13:35 Fashion Bloggers
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
17:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
18:00 E! News
19:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
20:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 E! News
23:00 House Of DVF

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
02:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guyʼs Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandmaʼs Secret Cookbook
Special
18:30 Grandmaʼs Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Man Fire Food
20:30 Man Fire Food
21:00 Chopped South Africa
22:00 Kitchen Casino
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

03:25 Doc Martin
04:20 Breathless
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Doc Martin
08:25 Breathless
09:20 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Endeavour
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Endeavour
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Murdoch Mysteries

00:00 Blowdown
01:00 80s: The Decade That Made
Us
02:00 Mega Factories
03:00 Inside
04:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
05:00 Dead End Express
06:00 Breakout
07:00 Human Lampshade: A
Holocaust Mystery
08:00 Blowdown
09:00 80s: The Decade That Made
Us
10:00 Mega Factories
11:00 Wild Florida
12:00 Wild Hawaii
13:00 Secret Shark Pits
14:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
14:30 Going Deep With David
Rees
15:00 My Dog Ate What?
16:00 Cesar To The Rescue
17:00 The Known Universe
18:00 Naked Science
19:00 My Dog Ate What?
20:00 Cesar To The Rescue
21:00 The Known Universe
22:00 Naked Science
23:00 Wild Florida

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 Cougar Town
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:00 Cristela
10:00 The Mindy Project
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:30 Community
14:00 Cougar Town
15:00 The Mindy Project
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
19:00 2 Broke Girls
19:30 2 Broke Girls
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street

01:00 The Flash
02:00 The Americans
03:00 Defiance
04:00 State Of Affairs
05:00 Criminal Minds
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 State Of Affairs
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Criminal Minds
21:00 The Flash
22:00 Backstrom

00:00 Kite
02:00 v For Vendetta
04:15 The Wolverine
06:30 Tactical Force
08:00 The Recruit
10:00 Befriend And Betray
12:00 Enderʼs Game
14:00 Tactical Force
16:00 Fatal Instinct
18:00 Befriend And Betray
20:00 The Recruit
22:00 A Common Man

√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
08:05 Oprah Prime
08:55 Oprahʼs Master Class
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:40 Cake Boss
13:30 Bride By Design
13:55 Bride By Design
14:20 Curvy Brides
14:45 Curvy Brides
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
17:40 Say Yes To The Dress
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Say Yes To The Dress: The
Big Day
19:20 Oprah Prime
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
21:50 My Crazy Obsession

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama World Tour
10:45 Total Drama World Tour
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go!
12:27 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: All Stars
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:36 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Double Teamed
18:40 Liv And Maddie
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Wolfblood

00:00 v For Vendetta-18
02:15 The Wolverine-PG15
04:30 Tactical Force-PG15
06:00 The Recruit-PG15
08:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
10:00 Enderʼs Game-PG15
12:00 Tactical Force-PG15
14:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
16:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
18:00 The Recruit-PG15
20:00 A Common Man-PG15
22:00 Naked Soldier-PG15b

00:00 The Royal Tenenbaums
02:00 Captain Ron
04:00 That Awkward Moment
06:00 The Way Way Back
08:00 The Benchwarmers
10:00 Catch That Kid
12:00 Surviving Christmas
14:00 The Adventures Of Rocky
And Bullwinkle
16:00 The Benchwarmers
18:00 Shanghai Calling
20:00 The First Time
22:00 Welcome To The Jungle

01:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
03:00 Paranoia-PG15
05:00 The Last Days On Mars-
PG15
07:00 Zulu-PG15
09:00 Grace Of Monaco-PG15
11:00 The Last Days On Mars-
PG15
13:00 Belle-PG15
15:00 Christmas Magic-PG15
17:00 Grace Of Monaco-PG15
19:00 Parkland-PG15
21:00 Decoding Annie Parker-
PG15
23:00 Lovelace-18

02:00 Nebraska
04:00 Hateship Loveship
05:45 Metallica: Through The
Never
07:30 Corpse Bride
09:00 Hope And Glory
11:00 Next Goal Wins
13:00 Everything Must Go
15:00 Safe Haven
17:00 Hope And Glory
19:00 The Patriot
21:45 Blue Ruin
23:45 Charlie Wilsonʼs War

01:00 Bessie-18
03:00 Tinker Bell And The Pirate
Fairy-FAM
05:00 Song For Marion-PG15
07:00 How To Train Your Dragon 2-
PG
09:00 X-Men: Days Of Future Past-
PG15
11:15 Need For Speed-PG15
13:30 Cuban Fury-PG15
15:15 Last Vegas-PG15
17:00 X-Men: Days Of Future Past-
PG15
19:15 Ride Along-PG15
21:00 Fading Gigolo-PG15
23:00 A Million Ways To Die In The
West-18

01:15 Jelly T
03:00 Garfieldʼs Pet Force

20:00 Asian Tour Highlights
20:30 Trans World Sport

00:30 LPGA Tour 
03:00 Live WWE Tough Enough 
07:00 Darts World Match Play 
09:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
10:00 Golfing World
14:30 Darts World Match Play 
18:00 The Rugby Championship
Highlights 
18:30 Gillette World Sport 
19:00 WWE Vintage
23:00 Trans World Sport

11:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
3rd Test, Day 1
21:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29
21:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L :
Semi Final 1
22:30 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L :
Semi Final 2
23:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29

00:00 Storage Wars
00:30 Storage Wars
01:00 Storage Wars Texas
01:30 Storage Wars Texas
02:00 Barryʼd Treasure
02:30 Barryʼd Treasure
03:00 Storage Wars
03:30 Storage Wars
04:00 Duck Dynasty
04:30 Duck Dynasty
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Mountain Men
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Shark Wranglers
10:00 Ice Road Truckers
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
12:30 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Storage Wars Texas
16:30 Storage Wars Texas
17:00 Barryʼd Treasure
17:30 Barryʼd Treasure
18:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Ax Men
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars

00:20 My Strange Addiction
00:45 Weighing Up The Enemy
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 My Weight Is Killing Me
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
03:40 Say Yes To The Dress: The
Big Day
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss
06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Say Yes To The Dress

00:00 Quartet-PG15
02:00 Brick Mansions-PG15
04:00 When The Game Stands
Tall-PG15
06:00 Frozen-PG
08:00 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
10:30 Horizon-PG15
12:00 Brick Mansions-PG15
13:45 Police Story-PG15
15:45 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
18:15 Safe-PG15
20:00 The Art Of The Steal-PG15
22:00 Paranormal Activity: The
Marked Ones-18

07:00 Golfing World
07:30 Gillette World Sport
08:30 The Rugby Championship
Highlights
19:00 Inside The PGA Tour
19:30 European Tour Weekly

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America

07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
23:00 The Voice

04:30 Unstable Fables: Tortoise vs.
Hare
06:00 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
07:45 The Happets
09:30 Goat Story 2
11:00 Blackie And Kanuto
12:30 Garfieldʼs Pet Force
14:00 Back To The Sea
16:00 Worms
18:00 Goat Story 2
20:00 Asterix: The Mansions Of
The Gods
21:45 Back To The Sea
23:30 Worms
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SHARQIA-1
PIXELS 1:00 PM
PIXELS 3:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:30 PM
PIXELS 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:05 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 9:45 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM
WED

SHARQIA-2
MINIONS 12:15 PM
MINIONS 2:15 PM
MINIONS 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 11:30 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 1:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 4:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 8:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:15 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 8:15 PM
NO WED
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:45 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 8:15 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

MUHALAB-2
PIXELS 1:00 PM
NO FRI+MON
PIXELS 12:15 PM
MON
PIXELS 3:15 PM
NO FRI+MON
PIXELS 2:30 PM
FRI+MON
BAAHUBALI - Telugu 4:45 PM
FRI+MON
PIXELS 5:30 PM
NO FRI
POUND OF FLESH 7:45 PM
PIXELS 9:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
MINIONS 12:30 PM
HATCHED 2:45 PM
MINIONS 4:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:30 AM

FANAR-1
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 2:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 7:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:45 PM

FANAR-2
PIXELS 1:00 PM
PIXELS 3:30 PM
DARK PLACES 5:45 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 8:00 PM
PIXELS 10:30 PM
PIXELS 12:45 AM

FANAR-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 5:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:45 PM
THE GALLOWS 12:45 AM

FANAR-4
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 PM
MINIONS 2:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

FANAR-5
PIXELS 11:30 AM
PIXELS 1:45 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:00 PM
DARK PLACES 8:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:15 PM
NO WED
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:15 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 10:15 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

MARINA-1
POUND OF FLESH 12:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 2:30 PM
DARK PLACES 4:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 8:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
MINIONS 1:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:15 PM
NO MON
Special Show  “MINIONS” 5:15 PM
MON
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:15 AM

MARINA-3
PIXELS 11:30 AM
PIXELS 1:30 PM
HATCHED 3:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 5:30 PM
PIXELS 8:00 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 10:15 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:30 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN -3D 8:00 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

AVENUES-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 AM

MINIONS 2:00 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
MINIONS 8:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 10:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:00 PM
HATCHED 3:00 PM
HATCHED 5:00 PM
HATCHED 7:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 1:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 3:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 5:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 7:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:15 AM

AVENUES-4
PIXELS 12:30 PM
PIXELS 2:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 5:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:45 PM

AVENUES-5
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 2:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:00 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:15 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN -3D 10:00 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM
WED

AVENUES-6
PIXELS -3D 11:45 AM
PIXELS 2:00 PM
PIXELS 4:15 PM
PIXELS -3D 6:30 PM
PIXELS 8:45 PM
PIXELS -3D 11:00 PM
PIXELS 1:15 AM

AVENUES-7
THE GALLOWS 12:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 2:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 5:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 8:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 11:15 PM

AVENUES-8
DARK PLACES 12:15 PM
DARK PLACES 2:30 PM
THE GALLOWS 4:45 PM
DARK PLACES 7:00 PM
DARK PLACES 9:15 PM
DARK PLACES 11:30 PM

AVENUES-9
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 3:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
POUND OF FLESH 12:05 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN -3D 9:45 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:15 AM
WED

AVENUES-10
THE GALLOWS 11:45 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 1:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 4:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 6:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 9:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 PM

AVENUES-11
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:30 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:00 AM

360 ∞- 1
PIXELS 12:45 PM
PIXELS 3:00 PM
PIXELS -3D 5:15 PM
PIXELS 7:30 PM
PIXELS -3D 9:45 PM
PIXELS 12:05 AM

360 ∞- 2
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 AM
POUND OF FLESH 2:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 6:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 8:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 11:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 1:15 AM

360 ∞- 3
MINIONS 1:00 PM
MINIONS 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:00 PM
MINIONS -3D 7:00 PM
MINIONS 9:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:00 PM

AL-KOUT.1
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 2:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
NO WED
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 10:15 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM
WED

AL-KOUT.2
POUND OF FLESH 11:30 AM
MINIONS 1:30 PM
MINIONS 3:30 PM
DARK PLACES 5:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 7:45 PM
DARK PLACES 9:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 11:30 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 1:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 4:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 6:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 8:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
PIXELS 11:45 AM
PIXELS 2:00 PM
PIXELS 4:15 PM
PIXELS 6:30 PM
PIXELS 8:45 PM
THE GALLOWS 11:00 PM
PIXELS 12:45 AM

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:36
Shorook 05:06
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:30
Maghrib: 18:43
Isha: 20:10

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 29/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
JAD 301 Amman 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
GBB 4762 Sarajevo 01:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
CLX 784 Luxembourg 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 403 Sohag 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
CEB 7694 Manila 03:10
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
SYR 341 Latakia/KAC 03:25
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5582 Bursa 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 288 Dhaka 06:55
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
NIA 261 Alexandria 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:15
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
IZG 4167 Mashhad 12:30
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
IRC 6511 ABD 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
IRC 526 Mashhad 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 742 Dammam 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:15
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
NIA 263 Luxor 16:30
IRM 1180 Mashhad 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SYR 343 Damascus 17:55
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
KAC 792 Madinah 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
JZR 125 Bahrain 21:45
KAC 546 Alexandria 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 975 Chennai 22:25
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
RBG 555 Alexandria 23:25
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 29/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
UAL 981 IAD 00:25
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:45
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
JAD 302 Amman 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
CLX 784 GYD 02:55
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
MSC 404 Sohag 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
SYR 342 Damascus 04:25
CEB 7695 Manila 04:40
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 117 New York 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
NIA 262 Luxor 10:10
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 11:15
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 741 Dammam 11:50
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
KAC 103 London 12:10
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:15
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:40
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
ETD 920 Dubai 14:45
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:45
IRC 527 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 545 Alexandria 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
SVA 503 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
KAC 791 Madinah 16:00
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
OMA 646 Muscat 16:15
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
NIA 264 Alexandria 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
IRM 1187 Tehran 17:50
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
JZR 124 Bahrain 18:50
SYR 344 Damascus 18:55
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
DLH 636 Dammam 21:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:00
KAC 283 Dhaka 21:05
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 1542 Cairo 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
THY 5579 TZX 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10
KAC 203 Lahore 23:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50
KAC 415 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 23:50

KNCC PROGRAMME 
FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY

(23/07/2015 TO 29/07/2015)

CHANGE OF NAME

Mohammad Rafi (old
name) holder of Indian
Passport No: M6713974,
R/o No: 2: Mamandur, Via
Renigunta (Mandalam),
Chittoor Dist. A.P. (Andhra
Pradesh) changed my name
to Sayed Mohammad Rafi. 
(C 5011)
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You may be so jazzed about a new project that you’re off and running today, even
if you don’t have a plan in place yet. However, your exhilaration won’t last long
unless you develop a sensible strategy. A reassessment of your resources is the first
step to getting your dreams off the ground. Luckily, you can remain idealistic now
without losing your footing. However, balancing your optimism with realism is not
enough; once you have your angle figured out, you must also initiate action and
be willing to follow through on whatever you start. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

It might sound too good to be true, but chasing your creative whims today leads to
sweet rewards. Releasing your inner child is just what the doctor ordered. What did
you love when you were a kid? What’s missing from your life now? If necessary,
delve into your memories to recover a missing piece from the past. As master sto-
ryteller Tom Robbins wrote, “It’s never too late to have a happy childhood.” 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Sinking into your emotions can seem scary at first, but once you get the hang of
opening up to others, you might recognize the benefits. In fact, you may even
wonder what took you so long to see the light. However, don’t be misled into
thinking everything will be wonderful forever just because some warm and fuzzy
feelings are surfacing now. Nevertheless, taking the good, the bad and the ugly
without reservation can be empowering for everyone involved. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Sharing your feelings with a close friend or partner grows more comfortable as the
day wears on. At first, you might be overwhelmed as if there aren’t enough hours in
the day to finish your work. You surely don’t have time to indulge in personal con-
versations. But then you suddenly realize time is just an illusion and you can have
your cake and eat it too. You have the power to consciously bend reality in your
favor now if you harness the cosmic energy to work on your behalf. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your mind may be on your money today, but there’s an intrinsic link between your
attitude at work and your current fiscal condition. Although you might try to deny
this connection at first, when your productivity is flowing, the income will follow.
Nevertheless, don’t waste too much time trying to micromanage your budget
now; Of course, it’s necessary to watch the bottom line, but a lasting solution to
your current problem won’t come from saving pennies. Increasing your net worth
starts with improving your self-esteem. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Everyone can see the twinkle in your eyes and the bounce in your step as you
exhibit your playful side today. Just because you have a no-nonsense reputation
doesn’t stop you from flirting when you’re in the mood. There’s no better time to
ask for what you want than when captivating Venus harmonizes with the Moon in
your 5th House of Romance. Don’t wait for a more opportune moment to shine
your love light; grab the cosmic opportunity and reveal your heart’s true colors. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may be keeping your feelings under wraps today. Subtlety is more your style
while your key planet Venus is on a spiritual retreat in your 12th House of Mystery.
It might seem as if everything is moving in slow motion when it comes to interac-
tions with others, especially since you’re operating in a dream state now.
Nevertheless, your desire to establish meaningful connections inspires you to
push through the fog. Ultimately, determination is your ally as you seek ways to
deepen your relationships. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Connecting with others seems effortless today as you reach out to include them in
your plans. It’s as if your regular air of mystery magically morphs into an easily
accessible charm. Even if your natural tendency is to hang back and keep your
guard up, you’re feeling friendlier now, making this a great time to mix and mingle.
Break your old patterns — and everyone else’s expectations — to get the most
pleasure out of the social opportunities the cosmos is offering you. Open up your
heart and watch what happens. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You might let out an audible sigh of relief as the external noise finally quietens
down now. Normally, you enjoy the Moon’s monthly return to your sign, but this
time around the energy could have been just too much - - even if there was plenty
to celebrate. The Moon’s shift out of your sign today is a welcome change of pace.
You don’t want to wreck your infamous reputation as a free spirit, but secretly
you’re eager to demonstrate your more ambitious side and get back to work. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Relationships are top priority today as your long-term goals align with your person-
al desires. The Moon’s return to your sign often isn’t a comfortable fit because it
emphasizes your lack of control with respect to your emotions. However, an affec-
tionate Moon-Venus trine encourages your heart to take over and run the show
now. Seize the moment and tell someone special what you really want. The uni-
verse might just have a surprise in store for you if you come from a place of love.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You’re willing to negotiate with a friend or partner today because the
longevity of a relationship is ultimately more important than the details of the cur-
rent arrangement. You have a chance to restructure the rules of the road and your
newfound objectivity bodes well for a beneficial outcome. Reassessing the deeper
issues rather than just focusing on the surface noise is the best use of your current
pragmatism. This can be your next step in your personal growth, so set the stage
now to make room for your long-term goals to evolve. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You can’t avoid interpersonal attachments now, even if your feelings complicate
the day. Unfortunately, denying your changing moods only makes them stronger.
Thankfully, your current practicality rides to the rescue. Although you might not be
able to make your emotions disappear entirely, you can downplay them enough to
choose the most sensible route. Sharing your concerns reduces the stress while
also giving you the chance to receive some really good advice. Find a trustworthy
ally and start talking.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 975

ACROSS
1. (of securities) Not quoted on a stock
exchange.
4. Any of various tropical plants of the genus
Capsicum bearing peppers.
12. (computer science) Protocol that allows
users to copy files between their local system
and any system they can reach on the network.
15. A colloid in a more solid form than a sol.
16. Easily calmed or pacified.
17. A constellation in the southern hemisphere
near Telescopium and Norma.
18. A dramatic work intended for performance
by actors on a stage.
20. A white metallic element that burns with a
brilliant light.
21. A rattling noise (often produced by rapid
movement).
23. A very light brown.
26. English explorer and admiral who was the
first Englishman to circumnavigate the globe
and who helped to defeat the Spanish Armada
(1540-1596).
27. A river that rises in eastern Kansas and flows
eastward into Oklahoma to become a tributary
of the Arkansas River.
28. A descent down a nearly vertical surface by
using a doubled rope that is coiled around the
body and attached to some higher point.
35. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
(trade name Clinoril).
40. Small space in a tissue or part such as the
area between veins on a leaf or an insect's wing.
43. Of or relating to Aram or to its inhabitants or
their culture or their language.
46. An authoritative direction or instruction to
do something.
47. A self-funded retirement plan that allows
you to contribute a limited yearly sum toward
your retirement.
48. Winter aconite.
49. An organ in its earliest stage of develop-
ment.
51. A lyric poet.
52. The compass point midway between north-
east and east.
53. Carnivorous or bloodsucking aquatic or ter-
restrial worms typically having a sucker at each
end.
59. A coarse lace.
67. Jordan's port.
68. Dressed or clothed especially in fine attire.
71. Type genus of the Amiidae.
72. A bachelor's degree in theology.
73. Italian painter whose many paintings exem-
plify the ideals of the High Renaissance (1483-
1520).
75. Plant with an elongated head of broad
stalked leaves resembling celery.
76. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
77. An amine containing the double bond link-
age -C=C-N-.
78. (Norse mythology) The primeval giant slain
by Odin and his brothers and from whose body
they created the world.

DOWN
1. English psychologist who collaborated with I.
A. Richards in designing Basic English (1889-
1957).
2. The third canonical hour.
3. A cigar made with light-colored tobacco.
4. An accountant certified by the state.
5. A silvery ductile metallic element found pri-
marily in bauxite.
6. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central
America.
7. Any of a number of fishes of the family

Carangidae.
8. A state in midwestern United States.
9. Counting the number of white and red blood
cells and the number of platelets in 1 cubic mil-
limeter of blood.
10. (Norse mythology) One of the Aesir known
for his beauty and skill with bow and skis.
11. English economist noted for his studies of
international trade and finance (born in 1907).
12. Bringing death.
13. (South African) A journey by ox wagon
(especially an organized migration by a group
of settlers).
14. Decrease gradually or bit by bit.
19. Of or relating to or supporting Islamism.
22. A spear with three prongs.
24. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed dur-
ing respiration and by the decomposition of
organic substances.
25. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-
um.
29. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali
earth group.
30. Of or relating to a directionless magnitude.
31. (Irish) Mother of the Tuatha De Danann.
32. Being nine more than ninety.
33. A written statement of the grounds of com-
plaint made to court law asking for the griev-
ance to be redressed.
34. The common people generally.
36. Liquid excretory product.
37. A spoon-shaped vessel with a long handle.
38. The sound made by a horse.
39. A challenge to do something dangerous or
foolhardy.
41. The basic unit of money in South Africa.
42. Not the same one or ones already men-
tioned or implied.
44. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.
45. An Arabic speaking person who lives in
Arabia or North Africa.
50. Sour or bitter in taste.
54. A member of the Himalayan people living in
Nepal and Tibet who are famous for their skill as
mountaineers.
55. State capital of New York.
56. A unit of luminous flux equal to the amount
of light given out through a solid angle of 1
steradian by a point source of 1 candela intensi-
ty radiating uniformly in all directions.
57. Move unobtrusively or furtively.
58. A Russian river.
60. A Loloish language.
61. Open-heart surgery in which the rib cage is
opened and a section of a blood vessel is graft-
ed from the aorta to the coronary artery to
bypass the blocked section of the coronary
artery and improve the blood supply to the
heart.
62. A river in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.
63. Having or demonstrating ability to recog-
nize or draw fine distinctions.
64. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.
65. A native American tent.
66. A Chadic language spoken in northern
Nigeria.
69. A unit of electrical resistance equal to the
resistance between two points on a conductor
when a potential difference of one volt
between them produces a current of one
ampere.
70. The Tibeto-Burman language spoken in the
Dali region of Yunnan.
74. An associate degree in nursing.
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Hitler sporting a Karl Marx beard and a
swastika formed with axes are just some
of the provocative pieces starring at the

first show ever by Slovenia’s shock art collec-
tive, NSK. The show launches as the now cult
Slovenian art project again ruffles establish-
ment feathers by staging a pair of unlikely
summer concerts in pariah nation North Korea.
Short for Neue Slowenische Kunst, or New
Slovenian Art, NSK was launched in the former
Yugoslavia in 1984 — four years after the
death of dictator Josip Broz, better known as
Tito, when the socialist federation’s institutions
were falling apart.

NSK since has become synonymous with
provocation and its current exhibition, titled
“From Kapital to Capital”, on display until
August 16, is no exception. It aims to show that
if NSK emerged during communist rule, it
remains “simultaneously as much a critic of
socialism as a critic of capitalism”, said curator
Zdenka Badovinac. This summer the collective
is set to cause a new stir when its musical
wing, industrial rock band Laibach, plays two
concerts in North Korea on an invitation from
Pyongyang.

For decades, the experimental rockers-like
the art collective they helped found-have split
audiences in Slovenia due to their deliberately
ambiguous use of political and nationalist
imagery. Even the band’s name is provocative:
Laibach is the German name for Ljubljana first
used under the Austro-Hungarian empire and
during the Nazi occupation in World War II.
While many accuse the outfit of being fascist,
others argue their music is a critique of totali-
tarian ideology.

From prison to fame  
When it first emerged, NSK quickly gained

notoriety for taking the symbols of totalitarian
or extreme nationalist regimes and re-appro-
priating them, the same way the Dada move-
ment did in Germany in the 1920s. Icons of
sometimes incompatible political ideologies
were frequently juxtaposed for instance. For
example, in the mid-1980s, NSK artists won a
national poster competition using a painting
by Nazi artist Richard Klein and replacing the
flag of Nazi Germany with the Yugoslav flag
and the German eagle with a dove. Such prac-
tices led to Laibach being banned and some of
NSK’s members being thrown into prison.

But in the West, the movement’s provoca-
tions won support. After Laibach was signed to
prestigious British post-punk label Mute - also
home to Depeche Mode - in 1986, the band
developed a worldwide fan base. Its clips
began appearing on the MTV music channel,
which had launched just five years earlier. “It
was something new for Europe - videos pro-
duced in Yugoslavia, a former communist
country,” said Peter Vezjak who was NSK’s head
of video at the time. “I mixed the German film
avant garde and New York’s new independent
cinema with Russian directors and put it all
together in the old tradition of modernism.”

‘Art is fanaticism’ 

Unsatisfied by its artistic subversion of
regimes, NSK went a step further in 1992 — a
year after Slovenia had declared independ-
ence from ex-Yugoslavia by creating its own
nation, the NSK State of Time. More than
15,000 people from all over the globe became
“citizens” and even received their own pass-
ports, featuring the motto: “Art is fanaticism
that demands diplomacy.” Two decades on,
the collective has clearly not lost its taste for
provocation. Laibach will perform in
Pyongyang on August 19 and 20, as part of
70th anniversary celebrations of the Korean

peninsula’s liberation from Japanese colonial
rule. “North Korea is, the way we see it, the
utopian experiment... and we always felt really
good in any kind of utopia,” said Laibach front-
man Ivan “Jani” Novak.

Meanwhile, curator Badovinac suggested
that the totalitarian aspect of Laibach’s per-
formances and videos may have given the
wrong impression to the government of
Kim Jong-un. “The invitation could be based
on a misunderstanding,” she said with a
smile. —AFP

From jail to MTV, Pyongyang: 30 
years of provocative Slovenia art

Director of the Modern Gallery, Zdenka Badovinac, poses in Ljubljana, as part of an exhibition of the Slovenian artists from the
NSK collective (Neue Slowenische Kunst - ‘New Slovenian art’) held at the Modern Gallery. —AFP photos

A view of the exhibition of the Slovenian artists from the NSK collective. 

Photo shows passports during an exhibition of the Slovenian artists from the NSK
collective.

The biting satirical musical that mocks
Mormons has finally come to the
heart of Mormonlandia, starting a

sold-out, two-week run Tuesday at a Salt
Lake City theater two blocks from the
church’s flagship temple and headquarters.
The Tony Award-winning “The Book of
Mormon” has earned rave reviews while
appalling some with its crudeness. But this
will mark the first time the show’s gleefully
naive missionaries come to Utah, where
about two-thirds of residents are estimated
to be Mormon.

The show’s creators, Trey Parker and
Matt Stone of “South Park” fame, told The
Associated Press that bringing the show to
Salt Lake City feels like validation, and also
brings the creative process full circle. Parker
and Stone used to “trip out” on Mormon
stuff while taking Temple Square tours in
the 1990s. They made their first research
trip for the show to Salt Lake City with fel-
low creator Bobby Lopez in the mid-2000s.
They waited to bring the show to Salt Lake
City until they were invited by a theater. “It
feels like a really cool thing that it finally
gets to play Salt Lake City,” Stone said. “It
just feels very much like it’s coming home.”
Though they won’t be able to make it to
any of the showings, they’re hopeful the
show’s jokes will get even bigger laughs in
a crowd likely to be more familiar with
Mormon culture than most audiences. “It’s
like playing ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ to a bunch
Jews,” Parker said.

Despite a series of jokes and jabs that
create a caricature of Mormon beliefs, it’s
not expected to cause much of a stir or any
protests. Some curious Latter-day Saints
may go to see what all the fuss is about,
but most will probably turn the other
cheek and let the state’s non-Mormons rev-
el in the fun, said Scott Gordon, president
of a volunteer organization that supports
the church called FairMormon. “It’s like
going to your own roast . . . that goes too
far,” Gordon said. “Nobody likes to be made
fun of, especially with crude humor.” Yet the
show has actually contributed to a shift in
how Americans think of a religion once
seen as threatening and looking to under-
mine the established social order, said
Matthew Bowman, an associate professor
of history at Henderson State University.

One-line statement
“Instead of the presentation of

Mormons being very sinister and conniving
and corrupt, Mormons are kind of naive,
very nice and very dumb,” said Bowman,
author of the 2012 book, “The Mormon
People: The Making of an American Faith.”
Membership stands at 15 million currently
from just 5 million members in 1982.

Leaders with The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints have remained pretty qui-
et about the show over the years, just
repeating a one-line statement that has
now become synonymous with the show.
“The production may attempt to entertain
audiences for an evening, but the Book of
Mormon as a volume of scripture will
change people’s lives forever by bringing
them closer to Christ,” it reads.

Attendees at the Capitol Theater in Salt
Lake City will see church ads in the playbill
that show a smiling woman with the words,
“The book is always better” and another
with a smiling man, “You’ve seen the play,
now read the book.” The church has also
referred back to a lengthy article it wrote in
2009 when HBO’s “Big Love” was touching
on sensitive Mormon beliefs. Church lead-
ers said then they choose not to call on
boycotts or give much attention to inaccu-
rate portrayals in popular culture to avoid
giving the shows the controversy and
attention they crave. Parker and Stone
aren’t surprised by the church’s tempered
response to their show. They grew up
around Mormons and knew it wasn’t their
style to yell and shout.

Mixed feelings
Parker’s fascination with the religion

began when he was dating a Mormon girl
while growing up in Colorado. He recalls
her family inviting him over for a family
evening, where they turned off the TV and
sang. The musical isn’t their first time pok-
ing fun at Mormons. They made a South
Park episode and a 1997 movie called
“Orgazmo,” staring Parker as young
Mormon recruited into porn. He’s still rec-
ognized for that role more in Utah than
anywhere else. Gordon said he has mixed
feelings about a musical. It has brought
extra attention to Mormonism, and most
Latter-day Saints can take same ribbing.
But he said, “I just wish it didn’t go so too
far.”

Bowman said many Mormons, who gen-
erally shy away from R-rated movies, are
horrified by the vulgarity of the musical.
Others are just disappointed that it’s the
latest in a long line of depictions of them
by outsiders that is offensive, Bowman said.
But that doesn’t mean Mormons don’t go
see it. Parker and Stone started noticing
Mormons, or at least people who knew the
religion well, in the crowds on Broadway
because they could hear snickers at certain
jokes only they would get. “I think it legit-
imizes them,” Stone said. “You’re not really
real until somebody makes fun of you and
makes a big Broadway show about you.
Then you’re really, really part of the
American fabric.” —AP

‘The Book of Mormon’ satirical 
musical finally in Utah

A man walks past signs announcing the “Book of Mormon” musical at the
Capitol Theatre, Monday, in Salt Lake City. —AP photos

File photo shows flowers blooming in front of the Salt Lake Temple, at
Temple Square, in Salt Lake City.

People walk past signs announcing the Book of Mormon musical at the
Capitol Theatre.

Ed Sheeran to star in TV medieval epic 
British singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran, whose music career

has been soaring, will play a recurring role in a television
epic about a medieval warrior, a report said Monday.

Sheeran, who was the most popular artist globally last year on
streaming ser vice Spotify,  wil l  appear on “ The Bastard
Executioner” series on the FX network, The Hollywood Reporter
said. The series, which is being filmed in Wales, follows a 14th
century warrior who becomes a traveling executioner at the
behest of a divine messenger. The ginger-bearded 24-year-old
will play Sir Cormac, “an ambitious and deadly protege of a high-
ranking church elder,” the Hollywood trade publication said.

The series, expected to launch later this year, is being direct-
ed by Kurt Sutter who was behind “Sons of Anarchy,” a crime dra-
ma about a California motorcycle gang. Sheeran was a professed
fan of “Sons of Anarchy” and performed a song for one of its
final episodes. Sheeran is nominated for the top prize at the
upcoming MTV Video Music Awards for “Thinking Out Loud,” in
which he performs as a ballroom dancer. Representatives for the
artist and the network did not immediately comment on the
report. —AFP

Ed Sheeran performing on stage at the Rock in Rio USA music festival
at the MGM Resorts Festival Grounds in Las Vegas, Nevada. —AFP



The TV star shared a photo of the
new 24ct bling accessory, finished
off with Swarovski crystals, on her

Instagram account and admitted she can’t
wait to use them for a debut ride. Katie
captioned the snap: “So excited my stir-
rups from @elequineuk have arrived can’t
wait to use them woo”. EL Equine made
the fancy foot gear and the company spe-
cialises in extravagant equine products
such as platinum horseshoes, Swarovski
crystal-studded stirrups and rose gold
spurs. The company posted on their
Facebook account: “Great to see Katie
Price received her pair of 24ct Gold Plated
Swarovski Crystal Stirrups. Head to our
website to get yours” Katie - who is mar-
ried to Kieran Hayler - is a life-long horse
lover and owns her own stables. She also
wrote children’s novel ‘My Pony Care
Book’ about the activity, with the tome
being nominated for the Children’s Book
of the Year prize at the WH Smith National
Book Awards. She also has her own
equestrian clothing range for adults and
children entitled KP Equestrian. The 37-
year-old beauty also encourages the older
of her five children - Harvey, 13, Junior, 10,

Princess Tiaamii, eight, Jett, two,
and 11-month-old Bunny -

to get involved in
the pastime.
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The 33-year-old singer had been dating a businessman known only as
Jason since February this year but that romance has now fizzled out.
Sarah revealed she is riding solo again after posting a link to The Sun

website to an interview she conducted with supplement magazine
Fabulous she revealed her relationship status in a second tweet. She
wrote: “Ps. I’m actually single again. Lol” The break-up is the latest romantic
woe for Sarah whose four-year relationship with her DJ fiancÈe Tom Crane
ended in 2011. She checked into a rehabilitation centre shortly afterwards
to deal with alcohol issues and depression. The 33-year-old star - who is
currently appearing in soap ‘Coronation Street’ - recently revealed she
wants to get married and become a mother before she is 40. The blonde
beauty - who turns 34 in November - said: “I’d love to get married. I’m hop-

ing it will happen in my 30s - marriage and kids would be good in my 30s.
Two or three children would be nice - I’ll knock a few out!” Some of Sarah’s
former Girls Aloud bandmates are now settled down; Kimberley Walsh and
her fiancÈ Justin Scott have son Bobby Jay together, Nadine Coyle has
daughter Anaya Bell with her partner Jason Bell, Cheryl Fernandez-Versini
is yet to start a family with her husband Jean-Bernard Fernandez-Versini
but Nicola Roberts is single.

Harding splits from boyfriend

Rod Stewart

is color blind
The ‘Do Ya Think I’m Sexy’ singer is famous for wearing

bright, eye-catching clothes and polka dot scarves
throughout his career and his daughter Kimberly

Stewart has now revealed his garish signature style is due
to the condition which makes it difficult for a person to dis-
tinguish between certain colors such as blue, yellow, red
and green. Kimberly, revealed: “Well, my dad is color blind,
so he puts extremely bright colors together. The house I
grew up in was bright pink. It wasn’t normal.  When people
drove past they would be like, ‘Oh my God!’ His house now
is orange and blue. It’s very punchy. But everything else
style wise, is totally on point. I cannot say that anything he
does or has ever done is bad, because he created his own
style and took risks and I think that’s pretty cool.” Kimberly -
who has a three-year-old daughter, Delilah, with former
lover, actor Benicio Del Toro - quipped that her because of
her 70-year-old dad’s visual impediment he shouldn’t be
able to take credit for his unique dress sense. The 35-year-
old blonde told The Sunday Times Style magazine: “He
doesn’t actually recognize the color situation, so it’s not as
if he actually knows that he’s taking a risk.”

The music mogul was left devastated
by the passing of his beloved mum
Julie Brett earlier this month but has

been throwing himself into work on ‘The X
Factor’ in a bid to combat his grief. ‘The Xtra
Factor’ host Rochelle Humes told the new
issue of Star magazine: “He’s been through
a really tough couple of weeks. It’s a situa-
tion no one ever wants to be in. “He’s been
upset but he’s doing well and still working.
Everyone is making sure he’s alright. We’re
all thinking of him.” And the 26-year-old
beauty - who is a member of girl group The
Saturdays - is enjoying working on the
show because everyone is so close and
supportive of one another. She said:
“Everyone is really nice. It’s such a nice
team and everyone seems to get along
really well.” Julie died just a day before
Simon was due to start recording ‘The X
Factor’, but he recently insisted his speedy
return to work is what his mother would
have wanted. He said: “It sounds corny but
it’s exactly what she would have wanted

me to do as she loved what I did. When it
came to work, she would say, ‘Get back and
do what you enjoy’.”

Cowell ‘doing well’ 

following mother’s death

McAdams 
never wanted to
be a movie star

Despite one of the most in-demand names in
Hollywood, the 36-year-old Canadian actress never
had the ambition to be one of the leading names in

the industry and always believed she’d end up being pre-
dominantly a theatre actress. Musing on whether she ever
dreamed of being a big screen starlet, she said: “I think it
was sort of a vague idea in my mind when I was a kid,
when you think, ‘What would that be like?’ But it wasn’t
something I really meditated on or planned for in any way.
I really thought I’d be doing theatre in Canada. I’d grown
up doing children’s theatre there, and I always imagined
myself being artistic director of a children’s theatre compa-
ny.” McAdams - who grew up in Ontario and now lives in
Toronto - and her current film ‘Southpaw’ are currently
earning rave reviews and she has earned acclaimed for
several of her performances in movies such as ‘Mean Girls’
and ‘The Notebook’. However, the star has no plan for her
career and instead just follows her heart when it comes to
work decisions. She told the Los Angeles Times newspaper:
“I try to shut out ideas about why you should do things.
Trying to do good architecture and really designing a
career? There’s some attention to be paid to that, but I
don’t think it’s everything.”

The 29-year-old pop star often mines her romantic endeavors for
lyrical ideas and also pays close attention to her friends’ dating
success and disasters for material. In an interview on TV show

‘Lorraine’, she said: “I definitely pull (inspiration) from love life stuff, if
it’s not my own love life, it’s friend’s love lives. The poor things get to
hear their stories put to music ‘That one’s about you and that boy!’”
Although she is currently single, one man who is always in the
singer’s life is her close friend Justin Bieber. Bieber helped launch
Jepsen’s career by promoting her single ‘Call Me Maybe’ and they are

firm pals even though they don’t get too hang out that much due to
their work commitments.  Speaking about her relationship with
Bieber, the ‘I Really Like You’ hitmaker said: “We are both probably two
of the busiest people, we travel a ton so it’s not like we’re hanging out
every day but I support him and I know he supports me and I’m very
indebted to him. I’ll be eternally grateful.”

Price has a set of gold 
stirrups for horse riding

The couple welcomed their second son, Zekey, into the world in May and though
they insist it is too early to think about providing a sibling for the little boy and his
three-year-old brother Koa, they definitely want to expand their family again in

future. Speaking to the new issue of OK! magazine, Jodi said: “It’s hard to think about
right now but Kian is from a big family of seven, so ideally we’d like three or four. The
Irish have big families. We’d love a girl, but so long as they were happy and healthy,
that’s all that really matters.” Though the couple would love a daughter and Jodi never
imagined having sons, she is now “obsessed” with little boys. Asked how she felt when
she learned she was expecting a second son, she said: “We’d like a girl at some point but
we just wanted a healthy, happy baby. I never dreamt before Koa of being a mum to lit-
tle boys, but now I’m obsessed with boys - they’re such cool little dudes. “And I thought
Koa needed a companion - Zekey even wore one of Koa’s little baby gros in the hospi-
tal.” Kian and Jodi tied the knot in 2009 before welcoming son Koa in 2011. 

Egan and Albert want
‘three or four’ children

Jepsen’s love life inspires her songs



Ellie Goulding has sparked further speculation she has recorded the
‘Spectre’ theme. The 28-year-old singer has posted an image of her-
self leaving London’s famous Abbey Road Studios on Instagram, once

again igniting rumours she will sing the theme tune to the upcoming
Bond movie, as the tracks are typically recorded at the studio. Alongside
the photo, she wrote: “That’s a wrap!” Several commenters were quick to
make the association between the location and the upcoming Bond
movie, which will be released in October. One excited fan wrote: “THATS
ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS WHERE THEY RECORD THE JAMES BOND THEMES
AAAHAHAAH (sic).” But another Instagram user doubted whether the ‘Love
Me Like You Do’ hitmaker would be the correct choice for the song. They
wrote: “Ill be gutted if youve done the bond song. No offence but...shirley
bassey, jack white, adele, nancy sinatra and... Ellie goulding? Just not the
right choice imo. (sic)” Rumours the star had been chosen to sing the
theme were started earlier this month when Sam Smith revealed he had
“heard Ellie Goulding was going to do it” and she fuelled rumours by writ-

ing “Live and let die” on Twitter - the title to the 1973 movie and
accompanying theme, sung by Sir Paul McCartney. However,
Ellie may have been recording her third studio album as
she recently said she was desperate to release it before
the end of the year.  She told Billboard magazine: “So
that album is coming out and what people make of
it I don’t know, but it is coming. It’s nearly fin-
ished and it will be out this year. Even if it’s out on
December 30, which is my birthday, it will be out
this year.”
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Goulding sparks further
Bond theme rumors 

Malik working

with Frank

Ocean’s producer

Zayn Malik is working with Frank Ocean’s producer,
Malay. The former One Direction star has been
spending time in the studio with the Grammy-win-

ning producer in Los Angeles for the past week as he works
on tracks for his debut solo album. A music insider told The
Sun newspaper: “Malay is a hugely successful producer and
is well respected within the industry too.”After the way his
relationship with Naughty Boy ended, Zayn could not be in
better hands.” The 36-year-old producer - who has previ-
ously worked with John Legend and Alicia Keys, as well as
producing Frank Ocean’s critically-acclaimed record
‘Channel Orange’ - has been helping the hunk out after he
spectacularly blasted his former producer Naughty Boy on
Twitter. The pair had been working together ever since
Zayn quit One Direction back in March, but he reportedly
grew tired of the producer using him for his fame and
insulted him on Twitter. In the harsh message, which has
been retweeted over 500,000 times, he wrote: “you fat joke
stop pretending we’re friends no one knows you . (sic)”
However, Malay - who is known for his R&B and hip hop
records - seems like the perfect choice for Zayn, who
Naughty Boy previously said was working on “soulful”
music. He said: “He’s making a very soulful record.”He’s writ-
ing, himself, on it as well. “I think it’s worth the wait, I think
the less I say about it the better. I think it’ll all make sense
soon. Zayn’s his own man, no one can tell Zayn what to do,
especially me.”

Hugh Jackman has asked fans what they want to see
happen in his final outing as Wolverine. The 46-year-
old actor is portraying the superhero, known as

Logan, in ‘Wolverine 3’ and after numerous outings as the
claw-wielding mutant in his own standalone films and the
‘X-Men’ franchise he is walking away from the character.
Jackman has now taken to Twitter to ask his followers for
suggestions as to what should happen to Logan. Along
with an image of himself in character accompanied with
the hashtag “#onelasttime”, he tweeted: “My last time put-
ting on the claws. What do you want to see happen? 50
words or less. I’ll read as many as I can. (sic)” Jackman has
previously revealed the film will feature a much older
Logan but would only tease “read into that what you will”.
‘Wolverine 3’ is set for release in March 2017 and the
Hollywood hunk is definitely ready to retire his adaman-
tium claws. He said: “It felt like it was the right time to do it.
And let’s be honest, 17 years. I never thought in a million
years it would last, so I’m so grateful to the fans for the
opportunity of playing it “I kind of have in my head what
we’re going to do in this last one. It just feels like this is the
perfect way to go out.”

Jackman asks fans for
ideas for Wolverine 3

Sir Patrick
Stewart sparks
X-Men rumors 

Sir Patrick Stewart has sparked rumors
he will star in ‘X-Men: Apocalypse’. The
new direction for the franchise was not

meant to include any of 20th Century Fox’s
original cast but the actor was spotted on set
in an Instagram photo, posted online by 49-
year-old producer Bryan Singer. Alongside
the image, he wrote: “Trying to look intensely
thoughtful, @sirpatstew and #jasonreitman
visiting #xmen#apocalypse #xmenapoca-
lypse set and reminiscing about our own
#daysoffuturepast. Looking forward to
“jasonreitmanlivereading tonight of #bigle-
bowski with#michaelfassbender as “The
Dude!” (sic).” The 75-year-old actor has played
Professor X, previously known as Professor
Charles Xavier, in five films in the series
including ‘X-Men: Days of Future Past’ in
2014, but had not been cast in the latest
movie, which stars James McAvoy as
Professor X. However, some fans have been
quick to point out Patrick was in Montreal,
where shooting has been taking place,
because he was hosting a gala at the Just for
Laughs comedy festival, although he may
have filmed a cameo while in town. In the
Instagram post, Bryan also revealed Michael
Fassbender, who is playing Magneto in the
movie, will be taking a break from filming to
play The Dude in Jason Reitman’s live reading
of ‘The Big Lebowski’. Other stars who have
been cast in the movie - which will open in
May 2016 - include Jennifer Lawrence, Olivia
Munn, Rose Byrne, Hugh Jackman and
Nicholas Hoult.Jake Gyllenhaal “fell in love with boxing” on the set of ‘Southpaw’.

The 34-year-old actor trained as a pugilist for months to play Billy
Hope in the new movie because he didn’t use a stunt double for

his fight scenes. Since shooting wrapped on the drama, Jake has con-
tinued to step into the ring to box and has the utmost respect for the
sport and fighters who compete all over the world.  He said: “I’ll go to
the boxing gym and I’ll get bummed when I learn something new. I
think, ‘Awe, I could have put that in the movie!’ I fell in love with box-
ing.” Jake admits he was nervous about getting in the ring for the first
time because he didn’t want to be “the actor who’s just trying to pro-
tect himself.” He explained to Us Weekly magazine: “When [director]
Antoine (Fuqua) told me he was going to shoot it l ike real
HBO/Showtime fights - that we weren’t going to be pulling any
punches, so to speak, I thought, ‘Well, there’s no real way to cheat
here.’ That’s one of the great things about my job, I got to learn a new
skill that I never would have and learn about a world I never would
have. “I didn’t have a stunt double. By the time we started shooting, I
had sparred enough - I mean, it was different (in practice) when I was
wearing protection. But I remember, as soon as the real guys were
there - we had real referees in the ring, real HBO fight cameramen -
you don’t want to be ‘the actor’ who’s just trying to protect himself. If
you get hurt, you get hurt.” Jake also stars in the acclaimed film with
Rachel McAdams, 50 Cent, Forest Whitaker and Naomie Harris.

Gyllenhaal respects boxing
after making Southpaw 

Sam Smith
taking a break 

Sam Smith is “going to take a break” before his next
album. The 23-year-old singer will take some time
away from the spotlight later this year before he

begins working on the follow-up to 2014’s ‘In the Lonely
Hour’, which topped charts around the world and bagged
him four Grammy Awards. He revealed: “I’m going to take a
break. A massive break towards the end of the year I think.
Just because I want to re-gather.” However, the ‘Lay Me
Down’ hitmaker revealed he’s already got his sophomore
record mapped out and has written tracks for the eagerly
anticipated collection. He explained: “I’m already writing. I
feel like I’ve already got the title to the album; I’ve got the
concept to the album.” And although he will be taking a
break from his worldwide fame before tackling his next LP,
he feels like the hard work is already done because he finds
it easy to write tracks once he has come up with a “concept”.
Speaking to Magic Radio’s Jo Parkerson, he said: “I work in
terms of concepts. When I find the thing I want to write
about, I actually go out and physically do it. It sounds really
weird, but when I knew that the album was going to be
called ‘In the Lonely Hour’, I think I subconsciously started
being lonelier. I feel like once I’ve got that concept of what I
want to do, I start physically doing it so I can write music
about it.” Listen to the full interview this Saturday from 3pm. 

Anastacia is releasing a greatest hits
collection. The ‘I’m Outta Love’ hit-
maker will  release ‘Ultimate

Collection’ on October 30, packed full of
hits from her career of more than 15
years, during which she has sold over 30
million record worldwide, and marks a
return to Sony which catapulted her to
stardom with her debut single in 2000.
Speaking about the collection, she said: “I
feel so blessed and humbled to be expe-
riencing this exciting next chapter of my
life. The idea for my ‘Ultimate Collection’
is to include something for everyone. I’m
eternally grateful to be reunited with
Sony, the record label that made all of
this possible from day one. 15 years later
I’m back, I’m home and I couldn’t be hap-
pier”.  The album comes a decade after
the 46-year-old star - whose other hits
include ‘Left Outside Alone’ and ‘Paid My
Dues’ - released her first greatest hits col-
lection ‘Pieces of a Dream’, and will be
released a year after her sixth studio
record ‘Resurrection’, which was inspired
by her struggle with breast cancer.
Anastacia - who is currently touring as
part of her 80-date ‘Resurrection’ world
tour - previously spoke about the illness
and her double mastectomy, admitting it
was a “serious life change”. She said: “It’s a
serious life change - you’re removing part
of your body. But I knew I could do it and
not have radiation and wouldn’t have to
go down that road again - and I’d come
out of it breast cancer-free. ‘For me, there
was no other choice. I don’t like to gam-
ble. I don’t know if I’ll get another type of
cancer, I’m not a crystal ball reader, but I
do know now I won’t go through breast
cancer again and there’s a sense of free-
dom I get from that.”

Anastacia
announces

greatest hits
collection 

Dave Grohl “cried like a baby” while
watching Florence + the Machine at
Glastonbury. The Foo Fighters were

forced to pull out of their headline slot at
the iconic English festival last month after
frontman Dave broke his leg, but the rocker
has now revealed the performance of the
act which replaced them. He said: “The day
after the gig, someone sent me a link to the
performance and I cried like a baby. It melt-
ed my heart. I am forever indebted to them.
It meant so much, you have no idea.”
Florence + the Machine had been sched-
uled to perform immediately before the
‘Everlong’ singers took to the stage but
were shifted up the bill following the 46-
year-old star’s injury, which he was pleased

about. He explained: “When we cancelled
and they were searching for a replacement
I prayed they’d just move them to the top
of the bill because they deserve to be
there.”I was so excited when they
announced they would, I emailed Florence
[Welch, frontwoman] to congratulate her.”
However, the band were still upset at hav-
ing to miss their performance as they previ-
ously met Florence “ages ago” and “immedi-
ately hit it off”, so wanted to hang out with
her again while at the event. He told Q
magazine: “I was totally looking forward to
playing with them at Glastonbury.”

— Bang Showbiz

Grohl ‘cried like a baby’ 
watching Florence + the Machine 
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Models present  creations by Colombian designer Francesca Miranda during the Colombia moda fashion show in Medellin, Antioquia department, Colombia. — AFP photos

It may not be considered a landmark birthday
for humans, but turning 37 yesterday made
Hong Kong’s Jia Jia the oldest-ever giant

panda in captivity, and she celebrated in style.
The equivalent of more than 100 years old in
human terms, Jia Jia was presented with a tow-
ering birthday cake made from ice and fruit
juice with the number 37 carved on top in her
enclosure at the city’s Ocean Park theme park.
“Jia Jia has achieved two Guinness world record
titles-the oldest panda living in captivity and
the oldest panda ever living in captivity,” said
Blythe Ryan Fitzwilliam, adjudicator of Guinness
World Records, during a ceremony at the park.

He offered her his congratulations, saying it
was an “amazing longevity achievement”. Jia Jia
was born in the wild in Sichuan, China in 1978
and was given to Hong Kong in 1999 to mark
the semi-autonomous city’s handover by Britain
two years earlier. The previous record was held
by a male panda called Du Du, who was also
caught in the wild and died in July 1999 at the
age of 36 in a zoo in China’s Hubei Province.

Vet Paolo Martelli said Jia Jia was still “mov-
ing about” though she suffered from cataracts
and high blood pressure. “She is sleeping more,

so is doing everything less. But she is ageing
gracefully, just like your grandma,” he said.
Because she eats less bamboo she relies on
fibre supplements, Martelli added. Jia Jia, whose
name translates as “excellence”, picked at fruit
slices and bamboo around the ice cake to cele-
brate her big day.

Although the exact birth dates of Du Du
and Jia Jia are unknown because they were
born in the wild, Guinness said that based on
the evidence, they’ve concluded that Jia Jia
had claimed the title by a few months.  There
are fewer than 2,000 pandas now left in the
wild, according to the World Wildlife Fund, as
their habitats have been ravaged by develop-
ment. Roads and railways cut through the
bamboo forests they depend upon in China’s
Yangtze Basin, their primary habitat. Pandas
rely on bamboo and eat almost nothing else.
Given their low birthrate, captive breeding
programs have become key to ensuring their
survival. — AFP

Colombia Moda Fashion Show

Oldest ever giant panda
celebrates with bamboo, veggie cake

Giant panda Jia Jia eats a bamboo stick next to her cake made of ice and fruit juice to mark her 37th birthday at an amusement park in Hong Kong yes-
terday. — AFP  

Giant panda Jia Jia eats bamboo next to her birthday cake.

A visitor poses for a photo as she wears panda souvenirs at the shop at Ocean Park.

Tourists walk past giant panda avenue at Ocean Park in Hong Kong.

A security guard looks on outside a panda enclosure
building.
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ADr Seuss story once lost is now found and is out on
bookshelves yesterday. For stories in verse, it’s the hit
of the season. And there’s a rhyme, and a good rea-

son. “What Pet Should I Get?” is Seuss’s latest to date.
Though written long ago, it was well worth the wait. The
theme is quite simple, any kid understands. “Make up your
mind,” is what the book demands. “Dr Seuss is more popular
now than he was during his lifetime,” said Bill Dreyer the
Curator for the Art of Seuss. So many drawings and writings
did the doctor produce.

“In the 25 years since he’s now been gone, another 450
million books have been sold,” said Dreyer. There’s a story
about “What Pet Should I Get?” How the tale was found is a
good tale we bet. Cathy Goldsmith, VP and Associate

Publisher, Random House Young Readers, said though the
good doctor’s gone, his words just won’t quit.

“Shortly after Dr Seuss died his widow did some renova-
tions in the house and I think the box was packed up then
and just forgotten about,” she said. “I went literally running
down the hall to my bosses office and said they found a
box. They want us to come and look. We were literally on a
plane like three business days later!” What they found was
his latest work. This book that just trips off the tongue,
especially when it’s read by the younger than young.

Readers are left to wonder at the end of the book, which
pet did they get? But don’t feel like a Shnook. A Lorax, an
Ooblek are two it could be. Say a Grinch, or a Sneetch. Why
not two, why not three? Another book is what this ending

implies. “I understand from Random House that there are
more books that will come out of this find,” Dreyer said. Out
of this find? Yes, out of this find. Another Seuss book for you,
if you are so inclined. — AP

New Dr Seuss book trips off the 
tongue; already a hit among the young

This image released by
Random House Books for

Young Readers shows ‘What
Pet Should I Get,’ by Dr

Suess. —AP

The Annual 
Liwa Date Festival

An Emirati man walks past Khalas dates which are displayed at the annual Liwa Date
Festival.

Emirati women weaves straw baskets and mats out of palm leaves. An Emirati woman checks a basket of Khalas dates which are displayed.

An Emirati man carries a basket of Khalas dates.

Emirati men check baskets of Khalas dates which are displayed at the annual Liwa Date
Festival.

Emirati men check baskets of Khalas dates.

Emirati women check baskets of Khalas dates which are displayed at the annual Liwa Date Festival in the western region of Liwa, south of Abu Dhabi
yesterday. There are five types of dates grown in the UAE which will be displayed over the coming days at the festival with judges checking the quality
of the dates and later visiting the date farms before a final winner is chosen. — AFP photos

An Emirati man checks date palms of Khalas dates.An Emirati man checks date palms of Khalas dates.

An Emirati man checks date palms of Khalas dates.
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A child walks past a replica of a Tyrannosaurus during a visit to the Dinosaur exhibit at the at Jerusalem Botanical Gardens, as part of the summer cultural activities scheduled in the city. — AFP

Arab female bodybuilder looks abroad for recognition

Bahraini female bodybuilder and personal trainer Haifa Al-Musawi (left) trains Yemeni-Birtish Shaza Jamil at a gym in Dubai.

Bahraini female bodybuilder and personal trainer Haifa Al-Musawi trains at a gym in Dubai.—AFP photos
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