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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) announced yester-
day the names of the three students

who have been awarded the GUST
Postgraduate Scholarship by the university to
pursue their masters and doctoral degrees in
the United States.  This scholarship is the only
one of its kind offered by a private university
in Kuwait. 

The three scholarship recipients
Mohammad Al Muraikhi, a Finance major who
will continue his studies at George
Washington University; Buthainah Al Refaie, a
Journalism major who will continue her stud-
ies at Boston University; and Esra Hussain, an
English Literature major, who will be continu-
ing her studies at the City College of New York
plan to start their Master’s degrees in the
upcoming Fall semester.

Professor Donald Bates, GUST President,
said: “Our University believes in supporting
everyone, especially those who display excep-
tional signs of potential.  The aim of the schol-
arship is to extend an opportunity to out-
standing students to continue their education
at a higher level, and return to GUST to teach
and help create a positive impact. I am
extremely proud of the three who have been
accepted, and I wish them the very best of
luck.”

In order to qualify for the scholarship,
applicants must be Kuwaiti citizens, with
undergraduate degrees from GUST, and a
minimum GPA of 3.30.  They need to have a
high standard of English and be able to meet
all academic, entrance and other require-
ments of the universities concerned.
Applicants must not be older than 25 years
of age, and must complete their studies

within a specified timeframe on a full time
basis.  Additionally, recipients are required to
return to teach at GUST for a pre-specified
time period.

“I have [recently] discovered an interest

in an academic career. It began with a
desire to have a deeper understanding of
finance, and the realization that I wouldn’t
feel fulfilled in the types of positions avail-
able to those with a BS in Finance,” said
Mohammed Al Muraikhi, GUST 2015

Graduate and Scholarship Recipient.
Al Muraikhi will be joining one of the most

prestigious research and private universities
in the Northeast, George Washington
Univerisyt. “[G]etting a Master’s and PhD is

the only way to pursue a career in academia
and research. During my time abroad, I hope
to make a significant contribution to research
in the field of finance, and fully take advan-
tage of all opportunities available to me,” Al
Muraikhi said.

Excited about the opportunities awaiting
her in Boston, Buthainah Al Refaie, GUST
2013 Graduate and Scholarship Recipient,
said: “I am definitely looking forward to
debating with a western audience about the

controversial topics and concepts of the east.
The ultimate goal of my education is social
reform. I aim to be a part of Kuwait’s reforma-
tion, inclusive of improving the quality of life
of minority groups like women, children and
expat laborers.”

“GUST is one of the rare universities in
Kuwait that provides its students with the
best educational environment.In other
words, I had the opportunity to study with
the best professors who were all very profes-
sional, supportive, and hardworking.  After
reading about the GUST postgraduate schol-
arship, I feltit was like a dream coming true,”
said Esraa Hussain, GUST 2013 Graduate and
Scholarship Recipient. 

In addition to the scholarship, GUST will
also offer its students a stipend equivalent to
a teaching assistant’s salary,as well as other
various benefits depending on the specific
needs of the candidate.  These benefits
include basic medical insurance for the dura-
tion of the study period, annual support for
educational supplies and materials and an
annual round trip ticket.

“I couldn’t ask for a better scholarship,
since I’m a GUST graduate and the university
has always been a second home to me.
What’s more, I’ve always imagined myself
being a teacher. I want to help other scholars
get the best education possible tohelp make
the world a better place,” Hussain said.

Since 2012, three students have been sent
abroad as part of this scholarship. Ghada
Alabdulaly and Hessa Al Meshaal were suc-
cessful candidates who pursued Master’s
degrees in Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESOL) in the United Kingdom.
Both have since returned to GUST and now
teach TESOL as part of the university’s
Foundation Program Unit.  The third student,
Badriyah Al Hussaini, was sent to study
Accounting at the University of Southern
California where she is currently enrolled in
their PhD program.

Awardees of GUST Postgraduate Scholarship announced

For breaking the summer heat, Kuwait
Continental Hotels group prepared a
surprise of great promotional offers

for their prestigious guests. The General
Manager of the Hotels Group, Kamal
Hussein announced the summer offers

which include complimentary breakfast
and dinner buffets with free facilities such
as free transfer from / to airport, shuttle
services to and from shopping centers,
internet and business center facilities, and
Hookah, pool and health clubs.

The Hotel has tied up with Aqua Park
and Future Kids for free tickets for its
guests. The Hotel also offers free use of
Meeting Room & Health Club for the
guests during their stay at hotel. The
Hotel has made arrangements with many

well-knownh companies such as Jovial
Watch co, Ajmal Perfumes, Al-Mulla
Renting Car Co, Qortuba Furniture, Al
Hazeem Co, Al Misk international Mill &
roaster, Lamode International ladies
Saloon and Continental Men Saloon for

fabulous discounts and special offers to
its guests.  As usual, Kuwait Continental
Hotel held a party to all the participants
as a thanks to the companies and honor-
ing them for participating in the Summer
Offer 2015.  

Breaking summer heat with Kuwait Continental Hotel’s cold promotional offers

By Faten Omar 

Brilliant Lab (BL) held a press
conference yesterday at
Holiday Inn, for the launch

of its competition ‘Brilliant entre-
preneur challenge’. The competi-
tion is a collaboration between
the US Embassy and startup
accelerator Brilliant Lab. The com-
petition will select three young
entrepreneurs from Kuwait to
compete in the South Summit
Startup Competition in Spain in
October, and will be sponsored by
the US Embassy in Kuwait.

During his speech, Neda Al-
Dehani, Brilliant Lab Managing
Director, said  “We received 19
projects for the competition, and
now they all competing on the 3
places that will go to South
Summit Startup Competition in
Madrid. Spain Startup organizes

one of the leading startup confer-
ences in the South of Europe
where the best talent from the
Mediterranean and Latin America
meet the leading investors and
most innovative companies from
around the world.”

“When Ambassador of the
United States of America Douglas
A Silliman arrived here last August
he gave the embassy one clear
priority and that was to bring the
best of America to Kuwait, and
that we are planning to do just
that with ‘Brilliant Lab’. Mark
Bosse, Acting Public Affairs
Officer, said.

Bosse added that the embassy
is undertaking a lot of similar
entrepreneur initiatives to sup-
port the entrepreneur’s hopes
and dreams in Kuwait. “President
Barack Obama was in Nairobi this
week and said that entrepreneur-

ship breakdowns the stereotypes
between cultures and people.
And I can too say to the partici-
pants that this is your opportunity
to represent your country and
breakdown stereotypes” He said.

About the competition
Al-Dehani pointed out that the

presentation should be five min-
utes and seven slides maximum.
The project will be accepted if it is
in English, and has knowledge of
the market, the business model,
financial features for the business
and scalability of the business,
clarity of the presentation and the
presenter has good presentation
skills.

The workshop of the competi-
tion started on yesterday with
business people and startup men-
tors to guide the entrepreneur of
how to prepare your A+ Pitch. The

final pitching will be on
Wednesday at 6 pm in Holiday Inn.

Brilliant Lab is the first-start-up
accelerator in Kuwait which main-
ly focuses on mentoring potential
entrepreneurs in ME and the Gulf
Area by bringing them together
under a fast-track mentoring pro-
gram in order to help them trans-
form their ambitious ideas into
international standard start-up
business plans so they can be
able to pitch their ideas in front of
a professional jury and investors.

BL was founded in 2010 by
Kuwaiti IE Business school alumni,
Neda Aldihany, with his 8 years of
experience in managing different
projects in the Education and
Energy sectors in both Kuwait and
Qatar. BL aims at making potential
entrepreneurs aware that oil rev-
enues are insufficient to be the
only source of income.

Brilliant Entrepreneur Challenge

FOCC (Friends of CRY Club) is
proud to announce the calendar
for the upcoming events for the

year 2015-16. CRYchess: Nov 13, 2015;
CRYwalk (Abassiya) Nov 27, 2015;
CRYwalk (Mahboula) Dec 18, 2015;
CRYwalk (Salmiya) Jan 22, 2016;
CRYcket Apr 08, 2016. All the events

take place on Friday. Notices and press
releases will be issued approximately
one month in advance. But don’t wait!
Get yourselves in gear, right away. For
more information and inquiries contact
the following numbers -  99364073,
99578073, 66810338, 97990162,
66204295.

FOCC Calendar 2015-16

Learn and practice the art of reciting the Quran (tajweed). The instructor will also
answer questions related to the meaning of the Arabic words and verses.

Every Sunday and Tuesday at 10 - 11:30 am
Every Monday at 5 - 6:30 pm
Common Teachings: the Bible and Quran
After a discussion of authorship, revelation period, and authenticity, text from the

primary sources in Christianity and Islam will be compared to uncover a multitude of
similarities and one major difference.

Thursday, August 6 @ 7pm

Tajweed and Recitation


