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CHILE: In this Monday, June 22, 2015 file photo Argentina’s goalkeeper Sergio Romero practices during a training session in La Serena. —AP

LONDON: Manchester United have confirmed
the signing of Argentina goalkeeper Sergio
Romero on a three-year deal, reuniting  manag-
er Louis van Gaal with a player who helped
bring him a Dutch title but also caused him
World Cup heartache.

The 28-year-old, who played under Van Gaal
at Dutch side AZ Alkmaar, joins United as a free
agent after leaving Sampdoria at the end of his
contract.

“To play for the biggest club in the world is a
dream come true for me,” he told United’s web-
site. “Louis van Gaal is a fantastic manager and I
cannot wait to get started on this new and
exciting challenge in my career.”

Romero, who has an option for an additional
year on his contract, has joined United on their
pre-season tour of the United States, where
they beat Barcelona 3-1 on Saturday.

“Sergio is a very talented goalkeeper. He was
a young keeper during my time at AZ Alkmaar

and I am delighted he is joining Manchester
United,” Van Gaal said.

Romero and his new manager also crossed
paths at last year’s World Cup, where Argentina
eliminated the Van Gaal-coached Netherlands
in a semi-final penalty shootout.

“He had a fantastic World Cup last summer
in Brazil, although that is something I have put
to the back of my mind. He will be a great addi-
tion to the team and I am looking forward to
working with him once again,” Van Gaal added.

Romero’s arrival is expected to herald the
departure of United’s backup Victor Valdes,
who was left out of the tour party and told to
leave the club due to a row with the manager.

Van Gaal said Valdes had refused to play for
United’s reserve team, a claim disputed by the
Spaniard. Speculation also continues over the
future of first-choice United keeper David De
Gea, who has been linked with a move to Real
Madrid, with the La Liga team’s defender Sergio

Ramos heading to the English side as part of a
swap deal.

“I know him (Romero) very well and I think in
our situation, if De Gea is going or not going, it
is always a threat and we have to take care,
make sure that we are prepared and that is why
I think it is very good that Sergio Romero is
now a Manchester United player,” Van Gaal
added.

United cap their United States tour on
Wednesday against Paris St-Germain, who are
reportedly keen on signing the Premier League
club’s unsettled midfielder Angel Di Maria.

The Argentine did not travel with United on
their tour, with Van Gaal admitting he “does not
know why”. Romero becomes United’s fifth
close season signing following the arrivals of
Italy defender Matteo Darmian, Dutch forward
Memphis Depay, French midfielder Morgan
Schneiderlin and German skipper Bastian
Schweinsteiger.—Reuters
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NEW YORK: US prosecutors could eventu-
ally try to impose a court-appointed moni-
tor on FIFA to ensure that soccer’s corrup-
tion-hit governance body cleans up its act,
according to attorneys who have helped
troubled companies and other entities to
reform.

FIFA’s decision last week to establish its
own task force to propose reforms has
been blasted by critics who say the organi-
zation has shown over many years it is inca-
pable of transforming from within.

Leading FIFA sponsors Coca-Cola Co and
Visa Inc have joined labor union and anti-
corruption groups in demanding FIFA
agree to the establishment of a fully inde-
pendent reform commission. Visa CEO
Charlie Scharf said on Thursday that FIFA’s
response to corruption allegations were
“wholly inadequate” and showed a lack of
awareness of the need for change.

But there is little sign that Zurich-based
FIFA will voluntarily heed calls for an inde-
pendent commission or major change.

Another path to reform could emerge
out of the ongoing U.S.  court case against
nine current and former soccer officials
from FIFA and related groups, plus five
company executives. They were all charged
in May with bribery-related crimes. And
prosecutors say the investigation is far from
over.

Legal experts say that in many other
cases outside monitors have been installed
by U.S. prosecutors to clean up corruption
or other bad behavior in organizations as
diverse as major banks and labor unions.
Michael Cherkasky, who is now serving as
the monitor in global banking group HSBC
after it settled money laundering allega-
tions with U.S. authorities in 2012, said
prosecutors could choose to take the FIFA
case beyond individual prosecutions and
turn to broader reform.

“What we’ve found is putting someone
in jail doesn’t change the culture of an
organization,” said Cherkasky, a former
prosecutor who has also been a monitor in
the Los Angeles Police Department and in
the Teamsters union. “If you have a structur-
al-cultural problem where there is enor-
mous ability for the people in power to cre-
ate great wealth and act corruptly, then the
next person frequently takes advantage of
that structure,” he said.The US Department
of Justice has given no indication it plans
on going down the monitor path, and has
currently tagged FIFA and related bodies as
victims of officials trying to profit off of the
sport for their own gain. Prosecutors in the
case declined to comment on whether
monitors could be considered.

BROAD POWERS
Monitors can be installed as a result of

an out-of-court settlement, as part of a plea
deal after an indictment, or imposed by a
judge during a case.

The monitors can wield broad powers
depending on how their mandate is
designed, Cherkasky said. They can moni-
tor the bank accounts, emails, and business
transactions and make recommendations
to the leadership of an entity. They can also
coordinate with international authorities. “A
monitor’s job is to enforce compliance, to
report to the government and make sure
everything is proceeding smoothly. I could
envision something like that in a case like
this,” saidGil Soffer, an attorney at law firm
Katten in Chicago and a former prosecutor
who helped draft DOJ guidelines for corpo-
rate monitorships.

Still, there are key steps that would have

to happen for a monitor to be imposed on
FIFA or on regional soccer federations at
the center of the scandal.

Either FIFA itself would have to be
named as a defendant and monitorship
could be negotiated or imposed by a judge
as a result, or the organization could agree
to outside scrutiny as part of a settlement
to avoid prosecution.

It is also unclear how any US action
would mesh with a separate probe by Swiss
authorities into how FIFA awarded the 2018
World Cup hosting rights to Russia and the
2022 rights to Qatar.

A person familiar with FIFA’s thinking
said that the soccer body does not antici-
pate it will be necessary to have a monitor
once all of its own reforms are in place. And
even if a monitor was an option it wouldn’t
happen until the US legal proceedings are
resolved, which would be next year at the
earliest, this person said.

A FIFA spokeswoman said: “FIFA is coop-
erating with the ongoing investigations by
U.S. and Swiss authorities and is not going
to comment or speculate on the outcome
of those investigations.”

BACKLASH RISK
Some experts doubt the DOJ will pursue

the monitor option. “I am not sure I can see
the DOJ imposing one,” said attorney
Alexandra Wrage, an anti-corruption expert
who resigned in frustration in 2013 from an
Independent Governance Committee set
up by FIFA in a previous reform effort.

Wrage said she didn’t think FIFA would
voluntarily agree to a monitor, or an inde-
pendent commission. US jurisdiction in
principle should not be a problem as the
indictment makes it clear that much of the
allegedly dirty money traveled through US
bank accounts.

Most of the alleged bribes involved
regional soccer confederations in the
Americas or marketing companies and
their principals. One transaction that has
been closely scrutinized is a $10 million
payment by FIFA on behalf of South Africa
to Jack Warner - former head of the region-
al confederation for North and Central
America and the Caribbean - that passed
through a New York account.

In practice there are some delicate polit-
ical questions if the U.S. takes on FIFA
directly. It has 209 member countries and
territories, and says it needs to operate
autonomously from national interests to
preserve neutrality in sport. There is a pos-
sibility of a backlash from some FIFA mem-
bers who could see US steps to reform FIFA
as a form of American imperialism.

The actions of FIFA’s two top officials,
President Sepp Blatter, who plans to step
down next February, and its Secretary
General Jerome Valcke, are being examined
as part of the probe, sources said. Neither
has been accused of wrongdoing by US
authorities.

A number of people have reached plea
deals with US  prosecutors in the case and
have been cooperating with authorities. As
their number increases, the strength of the
US  case could build. “US authorities scoop
up the little fish and then they use what
they can obtain in court or by way of settle-
ment plea bargain to get up to the leader-
ship of whatever the conspiracy may be,”
said Canadian lawyer Dick Pound, who
headed the investigation to clean up the
International Olympic Committee after the
2002 Salt Lake City winter games corrup-
tion scandal.  “I expect there are daily nego-
tiations going on.” —Reuters
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BUENOS AIRES: Carlos Tevez inspired
nine-man Boca Juniors to a 1-0 away win
over Belgrano that gave them a three-
point lead at the top of the Argentine
championship.

Boca, who scored through Argentina
midfielder Fernando Gago in the 37th
minute of Sunday’s match in Cordoba,
were down to 10 men for the last half hour
and nine for the last 22 minutes.

Midfielder Pablo Perez and defender
Gino Peruzzi were sent off after picking up
second bookings in a foul-riddled match in
which Tevez was the target of some hard
marking but got on with the game and
kept Boca afloat.

“You have to know how to read games.
When we were able to play, we played.
When we had to fight, we fought,” Tevez
told reporters.

“Boca can do big things, we have to stay

on this route, we’re doing well,” he added
after his second match since returning to
his first club following a decade abroad.

Boca have 40 points after 18 matches,
three points more than San Lorenzo, held
1-1 at Godoy Cruz, and River Plate, who
beat Colon 3-1 at home on Saturday.

Rosario Central, fourth on 35 points,
won their fourth consecutive city derby 1-
0 away to Newell’s Old Boys with a goal
from the championship’s leading scorer
Marco Ruben, who took his tally to 12 in 18
matches. River striker Fernando Cavenaghi
is one goal back after scoring for a second
string side, while coach Marcelo Gallardo
rested first choice players for Wednesday’s
first leg of the Libertadores Cup final away
to Tigres of Mexico in Monterrey. “The lads
are all on the same wavelength and that’s
good,” Gallardo said of his squad. “The fans
have big dreams.” —Reuters

ARGENTINA: Boca Juniors’ forward Carlos Tevez (right) vies for the ball with
Belgrano’s defender Claudio Perez (center) during their Argentina First Division foot-
ball match. —AFP
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SAO PAULO: Striker Leandro Pereira scored in
each half to help Palmeiras defeat Vasco da
Gama 4-1 and move into third-place in the
Brazilian league on Sunday.

Forward Dudu and defender Victor Ramos
also netted first-half goals for Palmeiras,
which has won sixth of its last seven league
matches. Colombian striker Duvier Riascos
scored Vasco’s lone goal with his team
already trailing 4-0.

Palmeiras reached 28 points, four less than
leader Atletico Mineiro, which on Saturday
edged Figueirense 1-0 at home. Sport also
has 28 points after 15 matches, but Palmeiras
is ahead with more victories. Corinthians is
second in the 20-team standings with 30
points.

Vasco da Gama remains in relegation zone
with the loss at its Sao Januario Stadium in
Rio de Janeiro. Uruguay goalkeeper Martin
Silva, who made mistakes in two of Palmeiras’
first-half goals, was substituted at halftime.
Silva was returning to the team after recover-
ing from a left ankle injury.

Vasco’s fans also were upset with
Argentine striker German Herrera, who had
two clear chances to score but couldn’t find
the net. In one of his opportunities, the goal
was empty when he sent his close-range shot
into the crossbar.

Palmeiras, seeking its first league title
since 1994, hadn’t beaten Vasco at Sao
Januario in seven years. Vasco has won only
one of its six games at the stadium in this
year’s league.

On Saturday, Argentine striker Lucas
Pratto scored the winner by converting a sec-
ond-half penalty at the Independencia
Stadium in Belo Horizonte, securing Atletico
Mineiro’s seventh win in the last eight match-
es. Corinthians missed a chance to stay closer
to Atletico after conceding an injury-time
equalizer in a 1-1 draw at second-to-last-
place Coritiba, a result that halted the team’s
three-match winning streak.

Also Sunday, Sao Paulo moved to fifth-
place by beating two-time defending cham-
pion Cruzeiro 1-0 with a goal by Alexandre
Pato at the Morumbi Stadium, while
Fluminense dropped to seventh after a late 2-
1 loss at Chapecoense. Sixth-place Gremio
drew fourth-place Sport 1-1 at the Arena
Gremio in Porto Alegre, while Flamengo
topped Goias 1-0 in Goiania, winning its sec-
ond in a row and jumping to 11th place.
Santos left relegation zone by defeating last-
place Joinville 2-0 at the Vila Belmiro
Stadium, while Internacional, coming off
elimination in the semifinals of the Copa
Libertadores, drew Ponte Preta 0-0 in
Campinas. —AP
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PARIS: The marquee signing of Robin van Persie
has underlined Fenerbahce’s determination to
compete with the best in Europe again, but they
face a tough task just to make it beyond the
Champions League third qualifying round.

The Istanbul giants host Ukrainian side Shakhtar
Donetsk in the first leg at the Sukru Saracoglu sta-
dium on Tuesday as they return to European com-
petition having served a two-year ban for their
involvement in match-fixing.

Fener are looking to return to the group stage
of the Champions League for the first time since
the 2008-09 season and have splashed the cash in
an attempt to make their mark abroad and at
home, where they will bid to wrestle the title back
from bitter rivals Galatasaray.

Portuguese former Porto coach Vitor Pereira has
been brought in to oversee a squad that will
include Van Persie and Nani-both signed from
Manchester United for a total of 10.7 million euros
(£7.6m, $11.9m). Denmark defender Simon Kjaer,
from Lille, and Brazil midfielder Souza, from Sao
Paulo, have also come in and last season’s leading
scorer Moussa Sow remains.

However, Van Persie has only just begun pre-
season training so he may have to wait to make an
impact. In contrast, Shakhtar, Champions League
regulars these days, will benefit from already being
two games into their domestic league season.

Mircea Lucescu’s side have sold some of their
biggest names, with Brazilian duo Douglas Costa
and Luiz Adriano going to Bayern Munich and AC
Milan respectively for a combined 38 million euros.

However, their squad still contains a strong
Brazilian influence, including the in-form Alex

Teixeira and the midfielder Marlos.
“We have prepared for this match and the start

of the Champions League. The Ukrainian champi-
onship has already kicked off, we have played two
matches - that’s a plus for us. I think the team are
strong enough to win,” Marlos told Shakhtar’s web-
site.

Last season’s quarter-finalists Monaco will go to
Bern for the first leg of their tie against Swiss side
Young Boys, with coach Leonardo Jardim hoping
that his many new recruits settle quickly.

The principality club have sold two of their out-
standing performers from last season in midfielder
Geoffrey Kondogbia and winger Yannick Ferreira
Carrasco. 

However, seven new signings feature in the
squad that has travelled to the Swiss capital,
including AC Milan loanee Stephan El Shaarawy.

Scottish champions Celtic entertain Qarabag of
Azerbaijan in Glasgow on Wednesday hoping for a
positive result before they face the marathon trip
to Baku next week.

Qarabag may be an unknown quantity to most
but they held Inter Milan and Saint-Etienne in the
Europa League last season and also beat eventual
runners-up Dnipro. 

“It’s a big, big step up. We’re talking about a very
good football team here who has done very well in
the Europa League,” Celtic manager Ronny Deila
said last week after Celtic beat Stjarnan of Iceland
in the second qualifying round.

“To play at Celtic Park against 60,000 fans is the
worst thing you can do as an opponent. We have to
use everything we have to make a good result in
the first leg.”—AFP
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