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ONTARIO: Jason Day, from Australia holds up the trophy with the help of members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police after winning the
Canadian Open golf tournament. —AP

TORONTO:  Jason Day birdied the final three
holes en route to a four-under 68 to capture the
Canadian Open, holding off David Hearn and
Bubba Watson in a final-round shoot-out on
Sunday.

The 27-year-old Australian drained a 21-foot
birdie putt on 18 to finish at 17-under 271 and
beat two-time Masters champion Watson (69) by
one stroke in the $5.8 million USPGA Tour event.

“There is no better feeling than coming down
the wire and contending with these guys. It was
back and forth all day,” said Day. “This is the
fourth win of my career and I am so proud to be
the Canadian Open champion.” Crowd-favourite
Hearn shot an even-par 72 and finished alone in
third place, two strokes back of Day as he just
missed out becoming the first Canadian to win
the tournament in 61 years.

American Watson also closed with a string of
back-nine birdies at the Glen Abbey Golf Club,
rolling in four straight as both he and Day vault-
ed past third-round leader Hearn, who led for
most of Sunday’s round.  Day, who was coming

off a tie for fourth at the British Open, becomes
the third Australian to win the event, joining
Greg Norman (1984 and 1992) and Nathan
Green (2009).

Day rolled in a 12-foot putt for birdie on the
par-four 17th to take the lead from Hearn at 16-
under, and then sealed the win in emphatic style
with his 20-footer on the 72nd hole.

“I am so glad I got that putt in. It just feels so
good right now,” Day said. “I am going to soak it
in as much as possible.” Watson had a chance to
force a playoff on 18 but his eagle effort from
just off the green on 18 missed left.

Hearn, who was hoping to become the first
Canuck to win the Canadian Open since Pat
Fletcher in 1954, saw his birdie putt at the final
hole rim out, costing him a share of second
place.  “I didn’t quite pull it off but I still gave
myself a chance with three or four holes to go,”
said Hearn.  “I felt like I was in control. But I knew
I needed to make some birdies today and even
par wasn’t going to get it done.” Two-time
Canadian Open champion Jim Furyk came in

fourth at 274 after closing with a 69. Tom Hoge
and Stewart Cink each carded 66s to tie for fifth
at 275. Canadian Adam Hadwin (68) and three
Americans-Matt Kuchar (69), Austin Cook (69)
and Charley Hoffman (70) — shared seventh
place at 276. Day, of Beaudesert, Queensland,
contended in both the British and US Open earli-
er this year in bids for his first major champi-
onship.  He bravely fought through vertigo while
finishing ninth at the US Open in Tacoma,
Washington, last month before his fourth-place
finish at St. Andrews-where he was one stroke
out of the playoff won by Zach Johnson. His dra-
matic birdie on 18 Sunday virtually assured him
of the crown as it provided him with a two-shot
lead over Watson and Hearn who were playing
in the final group.

“I took the opportunity and to be able to do
that gives me a lot more confidence going into
the rest of the season,” he said. Day said he
would take next week off because the last cou-
ple of tournaments have “been a big grind for
me.” —AFP

Day wins Canadian Open

CRANS-MONTANA: Englishman Danny
Willett drained three late birdies and fired a
bogey-free final round of 65 to win the
European Masters by one shot over compa-
triot Matthew Fitzpatrick at Crans-Montana
on Sunday. 

The 27-year-old Yorkshireman, who held
the halfway lead at last week’s British Open
and eventually finished tied for sixth, hit a
five-under par round that crucially included
birdies at 13, 14 and 15 as Fitzpatrick, 20,
paid the price for a bogey at the 11th.  

Tyrell Hatton was alone in third spot on
15 under, as English players swept the top
three places, with Sweden’s Pelle Edberg a
further shot back in fourth and India’s
Anirban Lahiri completing the top five on
12 under, five shots adrift of Willett. 

“It was a great day,” said Willett, who was
winning his third title on the
tour.”Yesterday (Saturday) was a bit disap-
pointing, but today I played some really
good golf.”Matt (Fitzpatrick) was snapping
at my heels all day, so I’m delighted to get
the job done.

“I kept really calm all day, and just wait-
ed for the chances to come. “Two wins and
good performances in Majors and Golf
Championships is more than I could have
hoped for really, but I have worked really
hard so it is nice to get the rewards for it.”
added Willett, who is a former world num-
ber one at amateur level and had a success-
ful college career in the United States.

Fitzpatrick was sporting in defeat and
admitted the best man won on the day. “I
played to win but Danny just went one bet-
ter, so you have to take your hat off to him,”
said the youngster. “I don’t have any regrets
whatsoever, and that is all you can ask of
yourself. I gave it everything, but Danny
was very impressive. “It is still only my first
season on Tour and I am only 20, so I am
still learning every week. Experiences like
today’s (Sunday) will be invaluable in the
future.” added Fitzpatrick. Hatton, 23,
recorded the best score of the day with a
62 that included an eagle and six birdies,
but just came up short in his bid for a maid-
en EPGA title. —AFP

Willett clinches

European Masters

OMAHA: With the FIVB World Grand Prix
Finals championship already secured, the
United States added a three-set victory
over China on Sunday to cap the tourna-
ment.

With a spike by home-state hero Jordan
Larson-Burbach to finish things off, the top-
ranked Americans avenged their July 18
five-set loss to China with a 25-23, 25-19,
25-18 sweep before an announced crowd
of 8,500 at CenturyLink Center.

Karsta Lowe and Megan Easy combined
for 26 spikes to power the United States
offense in its final test before the first 2016
Olympic qualifying tournament - the FIVB
Women’s World Cup from Aug. 22 to Sept. 6
in Japan.

Lowe finished with a team-high 17
points (15 spikes, two blocks) while Easy
had 13 points on 11 spikes and a pair of
blocks. Larson-Burbach, who grew up in
tiny Hooper, Nebraska, and Christa Dietzen
both finished with 10 points.

The victory capped a good week for the
U.S. women’s national team as it readies for
the 2016 Olympics. The US team playing at
the Pan American Games in Toronto swept
Brazil 25-22, 25-21, 28-26 on Saturday to
win the gold medal. The Americans fin-
ished that tournament 5-1, winning it for
just the second time since 1967.

Carli Lloyd - not to be confused with the
US women’s national soccer team star -
won the Pan Am tournament’s Most
Valuable Player award, along with being
named best setter.

In Omaha, the United States clinched

the World Grand Prix title with a 25-16, 25-
22, 25-21 over second-ranked Brazil on
Saturday. United States coach Karch Kiraly
said winning two major international
events with wins over rival Brazil - along
with Sunday’s sweep of China - was a mile-
stone in the history of USA Volleyball.

Brazil is the defending Olympic champi-
ons after defeating the United States in the
final of the 2012 London Olympics.
“Yesterday was a special day for the USA
women,” Kiraly said. “Locking in our win
here at Grand Prix Finals week and . min-
utes later, USA women beating the other
Brazil in Toronto.

“I was really proud of the way this team
dialed it in. We had already earned the right
to be called champions here, but we want-
ed to finish this tournament right.”

Though China left some of its top-shelf
players home to prepare for the World Cup
and, like the Americans, Brazil was playing
with a split squad, Lowe said any victory at
this level is important for the program’s
progress.

“Yes, maybe we weren’t playing their
best rosters, but that doesn’t matter,” Lowe
said. “China has such a deep roster, as we
do. I feel like when you get to this level, it
doesn’t matter who you put out there,
everyone’s good.”

In the later matches Sunday, Brazil
defeated Italy 25-18, 25-27, 30-28, 25-18,
and Russia swept Japan 25-11, 25-19, 25-
18. Russia won the silver medal and Brazil
won the bronze. Lowe was named the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player.—AP

With title secured 

US sweeps China

UNCASVILLE: With All-Star weekend fin-
ished, the WNBA turns its attention to the
second half of the season. The sprint to the
playoffs and the WNBA championship will
most likely hinge on which team can stay
the healthiest. Minnesota is leading the
Western Conference right now, but the
Lynx are without two of their three All-Stars
as Lindsay Whalen and Seimone Augustus
are sidelined with injuries. Whalen, who
hurt her eye last week, should be back
soon. Augustus is out until mid-August
while recovering from arthroscopic knee
surgery.

“I like where we are and I like our mind-
set, how we’ve handled the adversity,” said
Maya Moore, who was the MVP of the
league’s All-Star contest. “We’ll keep push-
ing through and get better. We’d love to
have everyone healthy. For now, we’ll go
with what we got and I like what we have.”

Los Angeles is sitting in last in the con-
ference, but the Sparks are going to get a
big boost this week with the return of
Candace Parker. The two-time league MVP
sat out the first half of the season to rest

her body. She returns to a team that is only
1 1/2 games out of the playoffs.

“That definitely has helped us knowing
that we aren’t out of it,” Sparks forward
Nneka Ogwumike said. “When you look at
our record, it doesn’t reflect what you
watch when you come to one of our
games. We don’t look like a team that’s los-
ing. We’re not giving in.”

While the West is quite spread out, the
East is bunched - as usual. New York enters
the second half of the season in first, but all
six teams are within five games of the
Liberty.

“If you think about it, the previous years,
for the ‘W’, especially for the East, teams are
always clustered,” Indiana’s Tamika
Catchings said. “You can go from being
fourth to first to sixth.” Finishing in first is no
guarantee in the East to make the WNBA
Finals. Last season, Chicago advanced as
the No. 4 seed. The Fever were the last
team to make it to the championship as the
top seed in the East in 2009. “That’s the
cool thing about our league is you never
know,” Catchings said.—AP

WNBA season set 

to get under way

OMAHA: China’s Changning Zhang (left) and China’s Chunlei Zeng (right) go for a dig
in a women’s FIVB World Grand Prix volleyball match against the United States. —AP

MICHIGAN: Lexi Thompson surged
past overnight leader Lizette Salas
and held off a last-day charge by
Gerina Piller to win her fifth career
LPGA title by one shot at the Meijer
LPGA Classic in Grand Rapids,
Michigan on Sunday.

Four strokes behind fellow
American Salas heading into the final
round, the long-hitting Thompson
birdied five of the first eight holes on
the way to a six-under-par 65 in
bright sunshine at Blythefield
Country Club. Though she was briefly
caught at the top by a red-hot Piller
with eight holes to play, Thompson
picked up two more shots over the
closing stretch, along with a bogey
on 17, to post an 18-under-par total
of 266.

American Piller, bidding for her
first win on the LPGA Tour, closed
with an eight-birdie 64 to tie for sec-
ond with Salas (70). The 20-year-old
Thompson, who will climb from 13th
to sixth when the new world rank-
ings are issued on Monday, earned a
winner’s cheque of $300,000 for her
first LPGA victory of the season. “It
feels amazing,” Thompson said after
tapping in a two-footer to par the
last. “It still hasn’t really hit me yet
because everything happened so
fast.

“I was just trying to focus on my
own game ... having fun in between
shots and I think that’s what helped
me shoot six under today.

“It’s definitely momentum going
into the next week being a major,”
said Thompson, who left the course
after her post-round interviews for
Detroit Metro Airport to board a
plane for Scotland and next week’s
Women’s British Open at Turnberry.

Thompson, who won her first
major title at last year’s Kraft Nabisco
Championship, made a sizzling start
to the final round with birdies at the
first, fourth and fifth to cut Salas’
overnight lead to just one shot.
When Salas bogeyed the par-four
seventh, she dropped back into a
three-way tie at the top with
Thompson and Piller, who had reeled
off five birdies in the first eight holes.

Salas’ challenge effectively ended
with another bogey at the 10th and
Thompson took control of the tour-
nament with further birdies at the
10th, 11th and 15th. South Korea’s
Ryu So-yeon (66) and American Kris
Tamulis (68) finished joint fourth at
15-under while Korean world num-
ber one Park In-bee tumbled back
into a tie for 44th after closing with
a 76. —Reuters

Thompson grabs LPGA Classic

BELMONT: Lexi Thompson holds the trophy after winning the Meijer LPGA Classic golf tournament. —AP


