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CAIRO:  Cairo club Zamalek are on the brink of winning the
championship in Egypt and ending the long-standing domi-
nance of their arch-rivals Al Ahli.

The aristocratic club, known as the White Knights, need
one point from their last two games of the season to bring
back a competitive edge to their rivalry with Al Ahli, who
won a record 37th championship last season.

A draw away at Al Geish, behind closed doors at Cairo’s Air
Defence Stadium, would give Zamalek their first league suc-
cess since 2004. Zamalek, coached by Portuguese Jesualdo
Ferreira, could have sewn up the title last week but lost their
derby to Al Ahli, who have won eight titles in the last decade
with two seasons not completed because of the civil unrest
in the country. This year’s championship has run over having
been suspended for just over a month after 22 people were
killed in a stampede on Feb. 8 when police fired tear gas and
birdshot at Zamalek supporters trying to force their way into
the Air Defence Stadium. Football matches have often been
a flashpoint for violence in Egypt where 72 Al Ahli fans were
killed in Port Said in February 2012, prompting a halt to club
football for almost a year. —Reuters

Zamalek on brink of title

MELBOURNE: Australian bad boy Bernard Tomic has shrugged off his Miami arrest
and banishment from the Davis Cup team to successfully defend his ATP title in
Bogota. Tomic was accused of hitting “rock bottom” by Tennis Australia’s high per-
formance chief Pat Rafter after being charged for resisting arrest and trespass in
relation to a noisy hotel room party he hosted earlier this month.

However, the negative attention does not appear to have affected the controver-
sial 22-year-old’s tennis. He battled past Frenchman Adrian Mannarino 6-1 3-6 6-2 in
Sunday’s final of the Claro Open to join Grigor Dimitrov and Milos Raonic as the only
players born in the 1990s to win three tour titles. “It’s been a very good
year,” Tomic said on the ATP website.”I started at No. 70  (in world
rankings) and am now closeto No. 20. It’s been a good seven
months. “I’ll try to play well the next three months and have the
chance to be in the Top 15.” Tomic, whose ranking has improved
to 25 from 29, was kicked out of the Davis Cup team after a tirade
against Tennis Australia (TA) officials at Wimbledon. Australia
won their quarter-final tie against Kazakhstan without him but
want him back in the side for the semi-final against Britain in
September. TA offered peace talks with Tomic to facilitate that but
he rejected the overture last week and said the feud would contin-
ue as long as the governing body declined to fund his sis-
ter’s development.—Reuters

Bad boy Tomic returns
LONDON: Struggling England batsman Ian Bell is backing himself to come
good at number three in this week’s third Ashes test against Australia at
Edgbaston, he said yesterday. The 33-year-old, under pressure for his place
after a poor run of form, will move up the order in place of the axed Gary
Ballance on his home ground. “For me it’s about performing,” Bell told BBC
Sport.  “Whether you’re batting three, four or five you’ve got to score hundreds
and I’m looking forward to that challenge. “I know that when I play at my best
I’m a world-class cricketer.” Bell has made 117 runs in the last six tests. “It’s a
brutal environment, international sport,” he said. “You have to perform. I’m

realistic enough to know that I haven’t played to the best of my ability
in the last two months.” Bell, who averages 43.18 in 112 tests, made

the last of his 22 test centuries against West Indies in April.
“I went from a hundred in Antigua to a little tricky run.  Who’s to

say that there’s not a hundred round the corner and I go off on a
good run?” he said. Bell believes confidence is high in the England
camp despite the 405-run drubbing by the Australians in the sec-

ond test at Lord’s which levelled the five-match series at 1-1.
“People wrote us off for this test series, said it was going to
be 5-0, but we performed brilliantly in Cardiff,” Bell said.
“We were poor at Lord’s but there’s no reason why we
can’t turn it round at Edgbaston.” —Reuters

Bell ready to move up

NEW YORK: Zack Greinke’s shutout streak
ended at 45 2/3 innings when the Mets
scored the first of two runs against him as
New York beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 3-2
Sunday off newcomer Juan Uribe’s single off
the wall in the 10th.

Jacob deGrom outpitched Greinke in a
marquee matchup that lived up to its
billing, but Yasmani Grandal hit a tying sin-
gle in the ninth as Los Angeles erased a
two-run deficit against closer Jeurys Familia,
who was trying for a four-out save.

Greinke allowed a run in the third on a
grounder by deGrom and another in the
sixth when rookie Michael Conforto was hit
by a pitch with the bases loaded.

Jenrry Mejia (1-0) pitched out of a jam in
the top of the 10th, striking out rookie slug-
ger Joc Pederson and retiring Howie
Kendrick with a runner on third. Juan
Nicasio (1-3) got the loss.

RED SOX 11, TIGERS 1
David Ortiz homered twice and drove in

a career-high seven runs to lead Boston
over Detroit. Ortiz, who had two three-run
homers and an RBI single, and Xander
Bogaerts each had four of the season-high
20 hits by the Red Sox.

Boston won for just the second time 11
games - with both victories coming in this
series. Nick Castellanos hit a solo homer for
the second straight day for the struggling
Tigers, who have lost six of nine. Eduardo
Rodriguez (6-3) rebounded from a miser-
able start by pitching seven strong innings.

Shane Greene (4-8) didn’t make it out of
the fifth inning for the third straight start
since being recalled from Triple-A Toledo.
He gave up five runs - four in the fifth - on
11 hits in 4 1/3 innings.

ROYALS 5, ASTROS 1
The Royals traded for right-hander

Johnny Cueto, and then used Yordano
Ventura’s seven sharp innings to beat Dallas
Keuchel and the Astros.

Ventura (5-7) allowed one run and six hits
in just his second win in his last seven starts.
The Royals announced during the game
that they had acquired Cueto from
Cincinnati for minor league left-handers
Brandon Finnegan, John Lamb and Cody
Reed, drawing a big cheer at Kauffman
Stadium.

Keuchel (12-5),  who started for the
American League in the All-Star Game, was

tagged for a season-high 10 hits in 6 2/3
innings. He also allowed five runs, matching
a season high.

PIRATES 3, NATIONALS 1
Gerrit Cole became the majors’ first 14-

game winner, leading Pittsburgh to the vic-
tory. Cole allowed one run and seven hits in
7 2/3 innings while improving to 3-1 with a
2.40 ERA in four July starts. The right-hander
struck out eight and walked none.

Cole (14-4) also became the first
Pittsburgh pitcher with 14 wins before
August since Dock Ellis in 1971.

Danny Espinosa chased Cole with a sin-
gle that put two runners on for Bryce
Harper, who grounded out against left-han-
der Tony Watson. Mark Melancon picked up
his major league-best 32nd save with a
scoreless ninth. Michael Taylor homered for
NL East-leading Washington, and Joe Ross
(2-3) struck out seven while pitching six
innings of three-run ball.

PHILLIES 11, CUBS 5
Ryan Howard homered for the second

straight day and rookie Aaron Nola got his
first major league win as Philadelphia com-
pleted a three-game series sweep.

Maikel Franco also went deep as the
major league-worst Phillies collected 17 hits
in their eighth win in nine games since the
All-Star break. Franco and Domonic Brown
each drove in three runs a day after Cole
Hamels threw no-hitter against the Cubs.

Nola (1-1) allowed four runs and five hits
in 7 2/3 innings in his second career start.
The touted prospect also had an RBI single
in Philadelphia’s three-run fourth.

With the game out of hand, Cubs catcher
David Ross pitched a perfect ninth. He then
hit a solo homer in the bottom half of the
inning. Chicago right-hander Jason Hammel
(5-5) was tagged for six runs and eight hits
in 3 2/3 innings.

WHITE SOX 2, INDIANS 1
Carlos Rodon pitched a shutout into the

seventh inning and Carlos Sanchez home-
red for the second straight day, powering
the White Sox to the road win.

Rodon and Sanchez, both rookies,
helped the White Sox finish off their first
four-game sweep in Cleveland since July 14-
17, 2005. Chicago outscored the Indians 26-
5 and never trailed in the series.

Rodon (4-3) recorded the longest outing

of his career in his first win since June 20.
The left-hander struck out nine and allowed
five hits in 6 2/3 innings. David Robertson
allowed a run in the ninth before finishing
for his 21st save. The Indians have lost six
straight at home and are 19-30 at
Progressive Field. Danny Salazar (8-6) yield-
ed two runs in 6 2/3 innings.

YANKEES 7, TWINS 2
Yankees right-hander Nathan Eovaldi

pitched impressively into the ninth inning,
and Chase Headley and Stephen Drew
homered. Eovaldi (10-2) came out to start
the ninth but was pulled after giving up a
leadoff double to Miguel Sano. He allowed
eight hits and walked one while reaching
double-digit wins for the first time.

Headley had two big hits against Kyle
Gibson (8-8) - the first a solo homer in the
fifth that made it 1-all, and then a two-run
single the next inning that knocked the
Twins starter out of the game.

BRAVES 3, CARDINALS 2
Adonis Garcia’s first career home run

broke a deadlock and rookie Matt Wisler
worked seven strong innings for Atlanta.
Wisler (5-1) allowed two runs and seven hits
in his longest outing since he pitched eight
innings in a win over the Mets in his major
league debut on June 19.

The Braves took advantage of Michael
Wacha’s wildness for a 2-0 lead in the sec-
ond inning. Ryan Lavarnway doubled into
the left-field corner to score Eury Perez, who
had worked a one-out walk from an 0-2
count. Following a two-out walk to Jace
Peterson, Cameron Maybin singled in
Lavarnway. Wacha (11-4) allowed three runs
and five hits in six innings. 

Steve Cishek, acquired in a trade with
Miami on Friday, tossed a scoreless eighth
inning in his Cardinals debut. Jim Johnson
got three outs for his ninth save.

ORIOLES 5, RAYS 2
Nolan Reimold had a two-run double

among three hits as the Orioles beat the
Rays for their second straight win after a
four-game skid.

Chen Wei-yin (5-6) won for the first time
in four starts against Tampa Bay, giving up
two runs and six hits while striking out three
in 5 1/3 innings.

Caleb Joseph hit a two-run homer for the
Baltimore. Evan Longoria and Logan
Forsythe homered for the Rays on consecu-
tive pitches in the fourth. In his fifth start
since returning from Tommy John surgery,
Matt Moore (1-2) allowed five runs and
eight hits in five innings. Four relievers fin-
ished for the Orioles. Zach Britton earned
his 25th save.

PADRES 3, MARLINS 2

Justin Upton homered and Odrisamer
Despaigne pitched six solid innings to lead
San Diego. Upton, mentioned in various
trade rumors, hit his 16th home run and
also singled. Yonder Alonso also had two
hits. Despaigne (4-7) gave up a run and two
hits with two walks and struck out three. 

He also hit a batter. The win was San
Diego’s third straight and Despaigne’s first
since beating the Pirates on May 31.
Joaquin Benoit pitched the eighth and Craig
Kimbrel got the last three outs for his 29th
save in 30 chances. The Padres have won
nine of the last 11 games against the
Marlins at Petco Park. Mat Latos (4-7) gave
up all three runs and six hits while striking
out six in six innings.

GIANTS 4, ATHLETICS 3
Tim Hudson earned a win against the

only team he had never beaten in a 17-
year big league career,  helping San
Francisco complete a sweep in the Bay
Bridge Series.

Matt Duffy hit a two-run homer in the
first and drove in three runs, and Brandon
Belt added an RBI single in the initial
inning to back Hudson (6-8), who became
the 15th pitcher to defeat all 30 current
teams in the majors.

Hudson also won his first game since
turning 40 on July 14. Buster Posey had a
season-high four hits in the Giants’ sixth
straight home win, fifth in a row overall
and 12th in 14.  A’s  rook ie Kendall
Graveman (6-7) lost his third straight start
and has failed to make it out of the fifth in
any of those outings.

ANGELS 13, RANGERS 7
Mike Trout had a grand slam and a solo

shot among his season-high four hits to
lead Los Angeles. CJ Cron also went deep
and rook ie Andrew Heaney kept his
unblemished record intact, helping the
Angels end a three-game skid and regain
sole possession of the AL West lead by a
game over the Houston Astros. Heaney (5-
0) allowed two runs and six hits over six
innings in his sixth start for the Angels
after making five starts last season with
the Miami Marlins and going 0-3 with a
5.83 ERA in seven total appearances.The
24-year-old left-hander has thrown at least
six innings and allowed fewer than three
runs in all of his outings this season. The
only pitcher in club history to do that in
each of his first seven starts with the club
was Jered Weaver in 2006. Nick Martinez
(5-6) was charged with four runs and six
hits in five-plus innings for Texas.

MARINERS 6, BLUE JAYS 5
Franklin Gutierrez homered with one

out in the bottom of the 10th inning to
give Seattle a win in a game the Mariners

kept close with the aid of a triple play.
Gutierrez jumped on an 0-2 pitch from

Aaron Loup (2-5) and drove it over the wall
in left-center for his third homer. Nelson
Cruz brought the Mariners even at 5-5 in
the seventh with his 25th home run, a
two-run shot to left off Bo Schultz.

Joe Beimel (2-1), who struck out one in
one relief inning, picked up the win for the
Mariners. With Toronto leading 4-3, the
Mariners turned a triple play in the fourth
inning. Ezequiel Carrera drew a leadoff
walk and moved to third on Kevin Pillar’s
single. Ryan Goings bounced out to first
and Pillar was hung up between first and
second, and Carrera stuck between third
and home. Both runners ended up at third
base and each was tagged out by catcher
Mike Zunino.

DIAMONDBACKS 3, BREWERS 0
Jeremy Hell ickson threw six strong

innings and Chris Owings drove in two
runs with a pinch-hit, two-out double as
Arizona beat suddenly punchless
Milwaukee, which was shut out in consecu-
tive games for the first time this season.

Jake Lamb tripled, doubled, drove in a
run and scored another for the
Diamondbacks, who put a successful finish
to an otherwise disappointing 4-6 homes-
tand. After scoring 27 runs in the four
games before coming to Arizona, the
Brewers managed just five in four against
the Diamondbacks. Arizona won Saturday
2-0 behind right-hander Rubby De La
Rosa. Hellickson (7-6) allowed four hits,
struck out six, walked three and hit a bat-
ter.  Relievers Andrew Chafin and David
Hernandez threw a perfect inning apiece
before Brad Ziegler completed the shutout
for his 17th save, the last 15 in a row. Matt
Garza (5-11) gave up three runs on seven
hits in 5 2/3 innings for Milwaukee.

ROCKIES 17, REDS 7
Nolan Arenado, Ben Paulsen and Carlos

Gonzalez each homered in a 10-run third
inning to help Colorado beat Cincinnati on
a day when the Reds traded ace Johnny
Cueto. It was a big afternoon for Paulsen,
who finished with a career-high four hits
that included a tr iple and two solo
homers. Gonzalez also had two homers
and drove in a career-best six runs.

Colorado had eight hits in the third,
including back-to-back homers by
Arenado and Paulsen, to turn a 4-2 deficit
into a 12-4 lead. Michael Lorenzen (3-5)
was roughed up for eight runs in 2 1/3
innings. Kyle Kendrick (4-11) yielded six
runs in five shaky innings for his first win
since June 23. Before the game, Cincinnati
finalized a deal that sent Cueto to the
Kansas City Royals for three pitching
prospects.—AP

BOSTON: Boston Red Sox’s David Ortiz tosses the bat as he watches the flight of his three-
run home run in the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers at Fenway
Park. —AP

NEW YORK: Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Yasmani Grandal (right) looks back for the call as New York Mets’ Kirk Nieuwenhuis (9) scores on
Jacob deGrom’s third-inning RBI-single in a baseball game. —AP

Mets down Dodgers, Tigers tamed
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