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representative said. According to
Kandari’s lawyer, the release of his
fellow Kuwaiti, Fawzi Al-Odah, last
year was proof that Kuwait could
handle Kandari’s release. The lawyer
said the Kandari had learned
English and was studying business.
Kandari wore a white shirt and sat
with his lawyer, military representa-
tive and other officials. The national
security panel was not shown.
Eleven Guantanamo inmates have
been transferred this year and 116
are still detained. 

Kuwait ’s Ambassador in
Washington Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Sabah hoped the US would reach

a firm conclusion that Kandari poses
no threat to American national
security. Sheikh Salem was speaking
to KUNA after the court hearing.
Kandari’s performance was “good
and he looked in a much better con-
dition than the previous hearing
that was held last year”, said Sheikh
Salem. The defense team did very
well and the hearing “was excellent”,
he added.

He said the jury was fully briefed
about preparations by Kuwait to
admit Kandari into the Al-Salam
Center, which was established with-
in the Central Jail to rehabilitate him
and integrate him back into society.
Sheikh Salem said he was looking
forward for good news in the com-

ing few weeks that Kandari would
be released following 13 years in
detention.

Kandari’s defense attorney Eric
Lewis explained to the jury the
preparations of Kuwait over the Al-
Salam Center and that Kandari was
eager to return home and live a
decent and responsible life with his
family. Lewis said Kandari’s release
hopes were high since the release
of his compatriot Ouda last year.
After Kandari’s previous hearing in
June 2014, the jury decided to keep
him behind bars because they
believed he stil l  had animosity
towards the US and there was not
enough information about the Al-
Salam Center. — Agencies 

US security board hears case of Gitmo...
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snowballing scandal. Despite being interviewed sepa-
rately, many of their stories are startlingly similar: That the
famed comedian drugged them, then assaulted or raped
them while they were barely conscious. “Each story is awful
in its own right. But the horror is multiplied by the sheer
volume of seeing them together,” the magazine wrote. New
York photographed and interviewed each woman sepa-
rately in a project that was six months in the making before
the stories were uploaded on the web edition late Sunday.
The magazine’s website crashed on Monday, reportedly
due to a hacker - not upset with Cosby’s accusers but
allegedly out to avenge a unpleasant visit to New York,
America’s biggest city.

In all 46 women have publicly accused the 78-year-old
of rape or sexual assault. Many of the 35 in this week’s mag-
azine story say they know of others still out there who have
chosen to remain silent. Victoria Valentino, a 72-year-old
former Playboy bunny, was allegedly assaulted in 1969
when Cosby took her and a friend to a steak restaurant not
long after her young son had died. She told the magazine
that Cosby gave her and her friend pills that would make
her “feel better” but instead left her fighting nausea and her
friend “completely unconscious.”

Valentino remembers Cosby sitting next to her friend on

a love seat “with this very predatory look on his face”. “He
had me give him oral sex, and then he stood me up, turned
me over, did me doggy style and walked out. Just as he got
to the door, I said, ‘How do we get out of here, how do we
get home?’ And he said, ‘Call a cab.’”

Joyce Emmons, 70, who managed a comedy club, said
she was assaulted in around 1979 after a night out with the
star and friends, during which she had asked Cosby for a
headache pill. Instead of a Tylenol, Cosby said he had some-
thing stronger. “All I remember is taking the pill,” she told
the magazine. When she woke up, she “had no clothes on,
and there was Bill’s friend totally naked in bed with me”. She
said Cosby told her he had given her a quaalude. Emmons
said she had been devastated by the behavior of someone
she had considered a close friend. “I was hurt with Bill more
than angry at his friend. Bill let him take advantage of me.
That kills me. That’s why I know the stories of what he did to
the other women are true.” In a lurid 2005 court deposition,
Cosby admitted obtaining quaaludes to have sex with at
least one woman, obtaining seven prescriptions for the
sedative and giving them to other people. Last week,
Cosby’s lawyer Monique Pressley defended the actor, who
has remained almost entirely tight-lipped about the allega-
tions, even as his reputation has been shredded. “The sheer
volume, or number of people who are saying a particular
thing does not make it true,” she told ABC television. — AFP 

35 Cosby accusers on NY mag cover
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He told reporters it was “too early to say” who the attackers were.
Five live bombs were recovered from nearby railway tracks, forcing
train services to be cancelled.

India’s national security adviser, Ajit Doval called it “a very serious
terrorist attack,” according to local NDTV television news channel.
Home Minister Rajnath Singh said he had ordered increased security
on the border with Pakistan, which condemned the assault in a state-
ment. Singh will make a detailed statement over the attack in parlia-
ment today.  A number of other states were also reported to be on
high alert. It was the first major attack in India’s Punjab for more than
a decade and the state’s Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal blamed a
lack of security on the border. “This militancy is a national problem,
not a state problem, so it needs to be tackled with a national policy,”
he told reporters. “If prior intelligence input had been given, they
should have properly sealed the borders.” Insurgents frequently tar-
get police in the volatile Kashmir region, which is divided between

arch rivals India and Pakistan and claimed in full by both. But neigh-
bouring Punjab, a majority-Sikh state, has largely been spared the
violence that has plagued Indian Kashmir. An armed rebellion for a
separate Sikh homeland erupted in Punjab in 1983 but waned in the
early 1990s. About 50,000 people died in that conflict, which India
blamed at the time on Pakistan. Some media reports suggested the
attackers behind Monday’s assault in Gurdaspur may have crossed
into Punjab from Kashmir. 

Yesterday’s attack comes weeks after Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif spoke for
about an hour during a summit in Russia. The meeting raised hopes of
an improvement in perennially difficult relations, but was swiftly fol-
lowed by a flare-up in violence along the de facto border in Kashmir.
India regularly accuses Pakistan’s army of providing covering fire for
rebels who infiltrate across the border and then mount attacks in the
Indian sector of Kashmir. The two countries have fought three wars
since independence from Britain in 1947, two of them over the
Himalayan region. — AFP 
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extraordinary NATO meeting today over its two-pronged cross-
border “anti-terror” offensive against the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) and IS jihadists.

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg backed Turkey’s right to defend
itself but told the BBC Sunday “of course self-defence has to be pro-
portionate”. And he cautioned Ankara about burning bridges with
the Kurds. “For years there has been progress to try to find a peace-
ful political solution,” he told Norwegian state broadcaster NRK. “It is
important not to renounce that... because force will never solve the
conflict in the long term.” The Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG) - which routed IS from the Syrian flashpoint of Kobane early
this year with the help of Western air strikes - said Turkish tanks hit
its positions and those of allied Arab rebels overnight in Zur
Maghar village in Aleppo province. The “heavy tank fire” wounded
four rebels and several villagers, the YPG - which Turkey accuses of
being allied to the PKK - said in a statement. But Turkish officials
denied the military was deliberately targeting Syrian Kurds and said
it was responding to fire from the Syrian side of the border. “Turkey
has its rules of engagement. If there’s fire from the Syrian side, it will
be retaliated in kind,” a foreign ministry official said. 

Meanwhile, Davutoglu told a group of Turkish newspaper edi-
tors that Ankara’s intervention would “change the balance” in the
region, but ruled out sending ground troops into Syria. He denied
Turkey was worried by Kurdish gains against jihadists in northern
Syria, pointing to Ankara’s relations with autonomous Iraqi
Kurdistan. Turkey has given the United States the green light to use
its Incirlik air base to attack IS after months of tough negotiations.
Davutoglu said Ankara’s demands for a no-fly zone were addressed
“to a certain extent”, according to the Hurriyet daily. “Air cover is
important, the air protection for the Free Syrian Army and other

moderate elements fighting Daesh,” he said, referring to IS by its
Arabic acronym. “If we will not send ground forces - and that we will
not do - then certain elements that cooperate with us on the
ground must be protected,” Davutoglu added.

The cross-border violence has sent tensions soaring in Turkey,
with police using water cannon to disperse nightly protests in
Istanbul and other major cities against IS and the government’s
policies on Syria. Davutoglu ordered the air strikes and artillery bar-
rages after IS violence spilled over into Turkey last Monday with a
devastating suicide bombing in a town close to the Syrian border
that killed 32 people. The attack incensed Turkey’s Kurds, who have
long accused the government of actively colluding with IS, allega-
tions it categorically denies. Protests raged in a flashpoint Kurdish
and leftist district of Istanbul, leaving one policeman dead, as police
said 900 people with alleged links to IS, the PKK and other leftist
groups had been rounded up nationwide. Ankara started its cam-
paign on Friday against IS targets in Syria but then expanded it to
PKK rebels in northern Iraq who are bitterly opposed to the
jihadists. The strikes seemed to torpedo long-running peace talks
with the Kurds, with the separatists saying conditions were no
longer in place to observe its ceasefire. On Sunday, the PKK’s mili-
tary wing, the People’s Defence Forces (HPG), claimed the killing of
two Turkish soldiers in a car bombing in Diyarbakir province. It said
three more PKK fighters had been killed in Turkish air strikes
Saturday, after one was killed in the first wave. 

Two Turkish policemen were shot dead in their beds on
Wednesday in the southeast, in killings also claimed by the PKK.
Publicly, Washington has given tacit backing to Turkey’s actions,
saying it “has a right to take action related to terrorist targets”. But
there is concern that sustained attacks could cause a rift with
Kurdish regional authorities in Iraq, a key partner in fighting the
Islamic State inside that country. — AFP 

US, Turkey to create ‘IS-free zone’

In this July 25, 2015 photo, visitors look on as the sun rises on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah.  — AP 


