
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

“ON THE CONCLUSION OF THE
ARMISTICE AGREEMENT” 

(Radio Address to All the Korean People
on July 28, 1953)

Dear fellow countrymen,
Brothers and sisters, 

Heroic officers and men of the People’s
Army, and men and women guerrillas,

Valiant officers and men of the Chinese
People’s Volunteers,

Dear comrades,
The Armistice Agreement was conclud-

ed in Panmunjom at 10:00, on July 27, by
the representatives of the Korean People’s
Army and the Chinese People’s Volunteers
on the one side, and the representatives of
the invading armies headed by the US
imperialists on the other. In accordance
with this Armistice Agreement, hostilities
between the two belligerent sides were
stopped at 22:00 on July 27, and the cease-
fire in Korea was realized. 

This is what not only all the Korean peo-
ple but the freedom-loving people all over
the world hoped for so unanimously and
anxiously. The truce is the outcome of
three years of our people’s heroic struggle
to safeguard national freedom and inde-
pendence against the allied forces of for-
eign imperialism and the US imperialist
stooges, the traitorous Syngman Rhee
clique.

It is a historic victory won by our peo-
ple. When the US imperialists, dreaming of
world domination, started an invasion
against our country and people, they
planned to make our people their perma-
nent slaves and our country their colony
and military strategic base against the
Soviet Union and China.  The US imperialist
invaders mobilized their ground, naval and
air forces, armed with up-to-date tech-
nique, and even their satellite troops. But
they failed to attain their sinister designs.
They were defeated with tremendous loss
in manpower and materiel.

In the three years of the Korean war, the

US imperialists came to know well how
great the might of the Korean people is,
how indomitable their fighting spirit is,
and what a great vitality the people’s dem-
ocratic system established in the northern
half of Korea has. 

More than once in its 5 000-year history,
our nation fought heroic struggles against
foreign invaders. But never before has
there been an instance that all the people
united in strength to deal a decisive blow
to a formidable enemy and won a shining
victory as in this Fatherland Liberation War
and that our people have acquired an
increased international prestige and enjoy
active support and sympathy from the
people all over the world as at present. 

The heroic Korean people and their
armed forces, the Korean People’s Army,
shoulder to shoulder with the fraternal
Chinese People’s Volunteers, fought brave-
ly for three years displaying unheard-of
heroism and patriotic devotion,
indomitable perseverance, despite all trials,
while receiving unbounded support and
encouragement from the peoples of the
socialist and people’s democratic countries
and the freedom-loving people all over the
world.

Tens of thousands of our best sons and
daughters laid down their lives in the
sacred war to defend every inch of the
land, and our people waged a determined
struggle for victory in the war, braving all
trials and making all sacrifices. In the
sacred war for freedom and independ-
ence, the blood shed by our best sons and
daughters and the sufferings and sacrifices
of our people were not in vain.

By their self-sacrificing struggle the
Korean people and People’s Army safe-
guarded the people’s democratic system
set up in the northern half of Korea, the
achievements of democratic reforms and
the democratic base from the encroach-
ment of the imperialist allied forces led by
the US imperialist aggressors, the ring-
leader of modern imperialism. 

As a result, the Korean people are in a
position to strengthen the revolutionary
forces continually in the northern half of
Korea in political, economic, military and
cultural fields. And they can escape the
fate of being US imperialist colonial slaves
and create the conditions for achieving the
complete reunification and independence
of the country, the greatest desire of the
whole nation.

Having experienced to the bone the
dark colonial rule of Japanese imperialism
for nearly half a century, the Korean peo-
ple know well what a people without a
country is like and what the destiny of a
colonial slave is.

The motherland is the most precious
thing for our people, which cannot be
bartered away for anything. That was why
the Korean people fought a heroic strug-
gle to defend their most precious mother-
land, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, against the encroachment of impe-
rialist aggressors. 

Thanks to their heroic efforts, the
Korean people and their armed forces, the
Korean People’s Army, enhanced the posi-
tion and prestige of our Republic at home
and abroad and placed our country and
people in the rank of progressive coun-
tries and progressive champions for
national independence, freedom, peace
and democracy.

The liberation struggle of the Korean
people for freedom and independence
became a banner of the national-libera-
tion movement of the oppressed people
in the East; it showed that the Asian peo-
ples, subjected to every maltreatment by
imperialists, have the ability to defend
their national freedom and independence
with arms in hand.

The freedom-loving people all over the
world, therefore, called the Korean people
progressive fighters for national inde-
pendence and liberty, and Stalin said that
the Workers’ Party of Korea, the militant
vanguard of the working masses of Korea,

is a “shock brigade” for national independ-
ence and freedom. In the crucible of the
three-year war, our people were further
tempered; the functions and role of the
Party, the organs of power, and social
organizations increased; and their func-
tionaries not only became skilled and
trained but also accumulated rich experi-
ence. 

In the flames of the war, tens of thou-
sands of tempered cadres were reared in
military, political, economic, cultural and
other areas, and the Korean People’s Army,
strong armed forces of our people, grew
into an invincible army. Through the war
our people and officers and men of the
army strengthened their faith in victory
over the far superior enemy and acquired
greater national pride.

The wealth of our experience, gained in
the war, constitutes an asset for the con-
struction of a prosperous independent and
democratic state and a precious guarantee
for quick rehabilitation and development
of our war-ruined country and eternal
prosperity and happiness of the country
and the people. Through their heroic
struggle, the Korean people and their
armed forces, the glorious People’s Army,
exposed to the whole world the true
colour of the US imperialists, the ringleader
of most savage modern imperialism.

The Korean war not only smashed the
myth of US “might” but also laid bare the
evil nature of the idealized American-style
“democracy” which the US imperialists had
tactfully kept under cover for a long time. 

The US imperialists incurred the anger
and indignation of the freedom-loving
people all over the world and were isolat-
ed from them because of the barbarities
they committed against our people dur-
ing the Korean war and the criminal ways
and means of warfare they employed
which were unprecedented in history.  The
military, political and moral defeat of the
US imperialist invaders on the Korean
front is a great victory not only of the

Korean people in the struggle to defend
liberty and independence but also of the
freedom-loving democratic camp in the
world.

The Korean war proved once again that
the unity and solidarity of the peace-lov-
ing democratic camp is unbreakable and
its strength invincible. The United States is
said to be the strongest power in the
imperialist camp, but it had to fight the
war against Korea, not a big country, for
three years, only to kneel down to sign the
Armistice Agreement at the very spot
where it started the armed aggression
three years ago. 

This fact shows that imperialists cannot
encroach upon the territory of other coun-
tries any longer as they could do before.
This also proves clearly that no aggressive
forces can subordinate a people when
they know the value of national inde-
pendence and, relying on the peace-lov-
ing democratic camp, turn out as one with
a determination to combat aggressors to
the end.

In the Korean war, the world peace-lov-
ing democratic camp grew in strength,
whereas contradictions in the imperialist
camp were aggravated and the crisis of
capitalism became more serious.  The US
imperialist scheme of aggression was
shattered in the Korean war. This compels
the war incendiaries to ponder over the
consequences of a military adventure for
them.  The US imperialists regarded their
challenge to Korea and China as a decisive
step towards a third world war.

Their aggressive war in Korea, however,
did not bear the fruit they had expected.
Our gallant People’s Army and the brave
Chinese People’s Volunteers dealt a deci-
sive blow at the US imperialist invaders,
foiled their vicious plan in Korea, and
extinguished the flames of war.  In this
way, they made a great contribution in
preventing a third world war and defend-
ing peace and security in the world, partic-
ularly in the Far East.

President’s speech after the Korean War

PATTANI PROVINCE: Thai Muslim students and villagers pray for peace dur-
ing a campaign against violence.  More than 6,300 people have been killed
in near-daily conflict pitting troops and police against rebels seeking
greater autonomy for the three Muslim-majority provinces bordering
Malaysia since 2004. —AFP

PYONGYANG: North Korean offi-
cials warned the United States that
another war on the Korean
Peninsula would leave no Americans
alive to sign a surrender document
as the country marked yesterday’s
anniversary of the armistice that
ended fighting in the Korean War
more than six decades ago.

Pyongyang and other cities
around North Korea were decked
out with flags and banners as
North Koreans flocked to patriotic
gatherings and mass dance cele-

brations to mark the anniversary of
the July 27, 1953, agreement that
brought the three-year Korean war
to an end with an armistice, not a
peace treaty.

North Korean officials took the
opportunity of the anniversary to
step up their anti-US rhetoric and
call upon the nation to redouble
its devotion to the nation’s current
leader,  Kim Jong Un, the third
leader in the Kim dynasty, and pre-
pare for a final showdown with
Washington. The anniversary is

hailed in North Korea as a victory
over the US, which fought with the
South Koreans and UN all ies
against the North’s forces, who
were supported by China and the
Soviet Union.

Spirit and devotion 
In a speech to veterans on

Saturday, Kim Jong Un stressed
the importance of instilling the
country’s young people with the
same fighting spirit and devotion
as the generation that experi-

enced the war. But he also stressed
that North Korea has a new ace in
the hole - a nuclear arsenal of its
own.

“Gone forever is the era when
the United States blackmailed us
with nukes; now the United States
is no longer a source of threat and
fear for us and we are the very
source of fear for it,” he said in the
speech, the text of which was
broadcast on North Korean televi-
sion.

At a separate gathering held
Sunday,  Korean People’s Army
Gen. Pak Yong Sik, who is believed
to be the country’s new defense
minister, said that if the United
States does not abandon its hos-
tile policies toward Pyongyang
and provokes another war, the
North is prepared to fight until
“there would be no one left to sign
a surrender document.” “It is more
than 60 years since the ceasefire
on (the) land, but peace has not
yet settled on it,” he told the meet-
ing, which included high-level offi-
cials, veterans and diplomats sta-
tioned in 

Pyongyang. “The past Korean
War brought about the beginning
of the downhill turn for the US,
but the second Korean War will
bring the final ruin to US imperial-
ism.” The anniversary brought a
festive atmosphere to the capital,
with citizens using the holiday not
only to show their patriotic pride
by laying flowers before statues of
North Korea’s first president Kim Il
Sung and his son, Kim Jong Il, but
also to enjoy the warm summer
weather at parks and ice cream
stands. —AP

N Korea marks end 
To ’53 Korean War
‘Leave no Americans alive’, officials warn

PYONGYANG: North Koreans bow in front of bronze statues of the late leaders Kim Il Sung, (left)
and Kim Jong Il at Munsu Hill. —AP

MELBOURNE: An Australian nurse who
allegedly joined Islamic State in Syria was
yesterday remanded in custody on terror
charges relating to carrying out guard duty
and reconnaissance for the militants. Adam
Brookman, a 39-year-old father-of-five, is
accused of knowingly providing support to
IS between April 2010 and August 2014 to
help “prepare or foster” a terrorist act.

No bail was applied for and he was
remanded until November 16. Brookman
voluntarily returned home from the war-
torn country late Friday after surrendering
to officials in Turkey last week. Ahead of his
arrival back in Australia, he claimed to
Fairfax Media that he carried out humani-
tarian work in Syria and was forced to join IS
after being injured and sent to territory it
controlled.

Knowingly providing support to a terror-
ist organization carries a maximum jail term
of 25 years. Brookman also faces up to 10
years in prison for a second charge of per-
forming services with the intention of sup-
porting a person, or persons, to engage in a
hostile activity in a foreign state. Prosecutors
asked the Melbourne Magistrates Court for
extra time to gather evidence from overseas
while defense lawyer Rob Stary argued that
his client was not a risk to the public.

The Australian government has been
vocal on insisting that anyone found to be

engaged in terrorist activities would face
the full force of the law with Canberra’s
rhetoric stepped up in recent months. It
comes as fears grow about the number of
Australians fighting with jihadist groups
and concern about the threat at home from
radicalized individuals.

The government says some 120
Australians have left to fight in Iraq or Syria
with 160 actively supporting extremist
organizations at home through financing
and recruitment. Brookman’s case coincided
with a teenager accused of supplying
weapons for a foiled terrorist attack in
Melbourne pleading guilty a host of
charges yesterday.

Mehran Azami, 19, admitted 19 charges
of importing more than 200 weapons,
including knives, knuckle-dusters and
tasers, linked to an alleged Islamic State-
inspired plot to target Anzac Day com-
memorations in April. A court previously
heard that he allegedly passed some of the
weapons to two 18-year-olds, Sevdet
Besim and Harun Causevic, who were also
arrested over the plot. They both face ter-
rorism-related charges and remain in cus-
tody. Canberra raised the national terror
threat level to high in September, and has
conducted several counter-terrorism raids
in various cities since then, foiling six
attacks. —AFP

Australian ‘IS nurse’ 
remanded in custody
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Yesterday marked the 62nd anniversary of the end of the Korean War (1950-1953). 
On this occasion, below is published a part of radio address made by 

President KIM IL SUNG on ending the Fatherland Liberation War.

BEIJING: A woman was k il led after she
plunged through flooring over an escalator in
a Chinese department store, reports said yes-
terday, thrusting her toddler to safety as she
fell to her death. Xiang Liujuan, 30, was hold-
ing her son in front of her as they went up the
stairway on Saturday, the Wuhan Evening
News said. 

Security camera footage of the incident
posted online showed a panel in the floor
giving way as Xiang stepped off the escalator.
As she fell half-way through she pushed her
son forward, and a nearby shop assistant
dragged him to safety. But the escalator con-
tinued rolling, and several seconds later
Xiang is seen disappearing downwards into
the mechanism, despite one of the staff
briefly grabbing her hand.

It took firefighters more than four hours to
cut open the machine and recover the
woman, who showed “no signs of life”, the
newspaper report said. The footage shows
employees standing at the top of the escala-
tor as the mother and child approach.
Maintenance had just been carried out on the
escalator at the Anliang department store in
Jingzhou in the central province of Hubei,
and workers forgot to screw the access cover
back into place, the newspaper cited an
unnamed source as saying.

The accident was one of the top topics on
China’s Twitter-like Sina Weibo yesterday with
more than 6.6 million views. Most comments
expressed fury at the shop management.
“Why didn’t the staffers stop customers at the
entrance to the machine or just turn it off?”

wrote one. “The department store is definite-
ly responsible.” Others were moved by the
woman’s final actions.

“I was appalled when I saw her sink and at
the same time felt the greatness of maternal
love-the mother wasted no time pushing
the child out when it happened,” said one.
China is prone to safety accidents as regula-
tions and standards are often flouted and
enforcement is lax, sometimes due to cor-
ruption. In 2012, a nine-year-old boy was
killed after he got stuck in an escalator at a
Beijing department store as horrified shop-
pers looked on. In July 2011, a 13-year-old
boy was killed and more than 20 others
injured when an escalator in a Beijing under-
ground station suddenly reversed direction
during the rush hour. —AFP

China escalator swallows toddler’s mother

BEIJING: China’s state media are pouring cold
water on President Barack Obama’s visit to Africa,
saying US attention to the continent is largely due
to concern over China’s booming influence there.
The Global Times newspaper said yesterday that
“offsetting China’s growing influence in this conti-
nent and recovering past US leverage” were major
factors in Obama’s visit. The US, it said, is “taking
China as a rival in Africa.”

In contrast to China’s steady and fair-minded
interactions with Africa, the US “obviously lacks a
consistent Africa policy,” said the paper, published

by the ruling Communist Party’s flagship People’s
Daily. It cited what it said was Obama’s “cold shoul-
der” to the continent during his first term as an
example of US inattentiveness.

The official Xinhua News Agency took a similar
tone; criticizing what it described as ineffective US
aid programs for Africa while touting China’s own
projects, largely in roads, dams and other infra-
structure. “Obama may have to work even harder if
he wants to build his legacy on a continent where
US commitment has long been questioned,”
Xinhua said. —AP

Chinese media blasts Obama’s Africa trip


