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ISLAMABAD: When Pakistan resumed
executions after the massacre of 134
pupils at an army-run school last
December, the government promised
hangings would help deter Islamist mili-
tants. A Reuters analysis of 180 people
hanged since late December, however,
shows that fewer than one in six were
linked to militancy.

Hangings are set to resume this week
after a hiatus for the Muslim month of
fasting, and the findings raise questions
over whether Pakistan’s capital punish-
ment is having the desired effect.
Lawyers and rights groups say several
cases that ended in execution had seri-
ous legal shortcomings, and although
the campaign is broadly popular at
home it has drawn condemnation from
international partners.

Within six months, Pakistan has
become the world’s third-ranking coun-
try in terms of executions, behind China
and Iran. Of 180 people executed since
January, 29 were convicted of assassina-
tions or assassination attempts, sectari-
an murders, a hijacking or killing of secu-
rity officials - falling under a broad defi-

nition of militancy. Almost all were
hanged immediately after the massacre.
Since then, most executions were of
murderers with no militant links. Officials
say the death penalty has deterred mili-
tant attacks. “You’ve seen the number of
terrorist attacks going down drastically,”
the prime minister’s special assistant for
law, Ashtar Ausaf Ali, told Reuters. “One
of the reasons is fear.  Fear of being exe-
cuted.” 

Link in doubt
He did not provide figures, but the

executions coincide with a steady fall in
militant attacks since 2010, when the
military began seizing territory from
Taleban insurgents. A further crack-
down launched a year ago was another
factor. There was no dramatic decline
this year, however, suggesting the link
to executions was “not major”, said
Muhammad Amir Rana, head of the
Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies,
which runs a database on militant
attacks. That showed 976 people died
in the first six months of 2014, 747 in
the second six months of 2014 and 612
in the first six months of 2015.

The Taleban and other militants
scoffed at the idea that hanging might
stop them. “When we can blow up our-
selves to hit targets and embrace mar-
tyrdom, how can hangings scare us?”
one militant asked. The interior ministry
did not respond to requests for com-
ment for this article. One senior security
official said the death penalty was
designed to quench public thirst for
vengeance after the school massacre,
while at the same time leaving militant
groups deemed useful untouched.

Some militants have historic links
with Pakistan’s powerful armed forces
and intelligence, which used them as
proxy forces against arch-rival India.
Several banned groups still operate
freely and hold public rallies. “It was
never meant for militants, and if it was,
it was only for those few who were no
longer dancing to our tune,” said the
official, who asked not to be named
because of the sensitivity of the matter.

The military did not respond to
requests for comment, but has denied
operational links to militants. Ali said
many jailed militants had appeals

pending, and they would be executed if
the appeals failed. About 100 cases
have gone to secret military courts set
up after the Peshawar attack and 27
judgments have been passed, Ali said.
The case files are secret. Pakistan’s anti-
quated and overburdened justice sys-
tem does not have public data on exe-
cutions, the number of people on
death row and the crimes for which
they are being held.

“Staggering incompetence”
European legislator Richard Howitt

said the hangings were “a cause of great
European concern” and could endanger
a tax break for Pakistan linked to human
rights. The “GSP plus” status gives
Pakistani manufacturers favorable
access to European markets and gener-
ated more than a billion dollars in
increased trade for Pakistan last year.

“I want to appeal to Pakistan to
refrain from further executions which
could indeed impinge renewal of trade
preferences with the EU,” he told Reuters.
Human rights lawyer Saroop Ijaz has
worked on dozens of death penalty

appeals, and says an overwhelming
number show “staggering incompe-
tence” in the criminal justice system.

Police rarely gather evidence, he said,
instead relying on witnesses who may
be bribed or intimidated. Some defen-
dants are tried in a language they do
not speak, and some say they were tor-
tured into confessing. Poor defendants
are represented by public defence
lawyers, typically paid 10-14,000 rupees
($100-$140) a month. They often don’t
show up.

Naval officer Zulfiqar Ali Khan was
hanged after being convicted of a dou-
ble murder 16 years ago. His lawyers said
he was defending himself during a rob-
bery. His court-appointed lawyer did not
meet him once outside of court, present
evidence in his defence or properly chal-
lenge witness statements, said legal aid
group Justice Project Pakistan. “Poverty
did not allow us to hire a private lawyer
at any stage,” said Khan’s brother Abdul
Qayyum, a low-paid clerk. “I cannot for-
get the moment I received the body of
my brother... I will take the sense of loss
and helplessness to my grave.”  —Reuters

Militants in the minority in Pakistan executions

PULI JHUMRI: An Afghan wounded teenager lies on a bed in a hospital. —AP

KABUL: The weapons of Afghanistan’s
long decades of war can be seen
almost everywhere, from the burned-
out hulks of Soviet tanks to the
Kalashnikov assault rifles slung over
policemen’s shoulders and helicopter
gunships roaring overhead.

It should be no surprise then
that young children play “police
and Taleban,” chasing each other
around with toy guns and
weaponry designed to mimic the
real thing. And like the real war,
there have been casualties.  At
least 184 people, nearly all chil-
dren, suffered eye injuries over the
recent Eid Al-Fitr holiday from toy
weapons that fire BB pellets and
rubber shot, health officials said. In
response, authorities have banned
toy guns.

“The Afghan Interior Ministry
orders all police forces to confis-
cate toy guns, which can lead to
physical and psychological dam-
age to people,” the order read. It
didn’t elaborate on what psycho-
logical damage the toy guns can
cause.  The noise of gunfire is
almost unmistakable to most
Afghans, and unlike in the US,
there have been no prominent
cases of police officers here killing
children brandishing toy
Kalashnikovs or plastic pistols.

Afghans have grown familiar
with firearms over long decades of
war, from the 1979 Soviet invasion
and the resulting insurgency to
the civil war and the rise of the
Taleban in the 1990s. The US-led
invasion in 2001 after the Sept 11
terror attacks introduced the pop-
ulation to a new host of arma-
ments, from the M4 rifles carried
by American soldiers to the heavy-
duty armored vehicles known as
MRAPs chugging down city
streets.

Warning parents 
The toy guns come mostly

from China and neighboring
Pakistan, and many were given to
young boys as gifts during the
recent Eid, or festival, that marks
the end of  the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan. Authorities
had tried to warn parents about
the dangers the guns pose before
the holiday.

“An awareness video was pre-
pared as an initiative to inform
people how much these toy guns
can be dangerous,” said Dr Abdul
Rahim Majeed, the program man-
ager  for  the publ ic  Noor Eye

Hospital. “Unfortunately, the fami-
lies did not take it seriously and
didn’t pay attention to this impor-
tant message and it caused many
people to get injured and come to
hospitals for treatments.”

Majeed said many of  those
injured by toy guns came to Noor,
which treated 116 cases during
this most recent holiday - double
the number from last year. He said
the national  f igure of  those
injured likely was higher, as some
may have not sought treatment
or gone to private clinics. Since
the ban went into effect, police
have been told to search shops

and seize toy guns from children,
but the Interior Ministry could not
offer any statistic for the number
confiscated.

Parents like Shakib Nasery, a
38-year-old father of two, wel-
comed the effort to destroy the
toy guns. Any reduction of vio-
lence in the insurgency-wracked
country - even if just children’s
play - would be good, he said. “It
is not good for a society to have
kids with such mentality of using
guns or  playing gun batt les,”
Nasery said. “Unfortunately, this is
the negative impact of an ongo-
ing war in our country.”  —AP

Afghanistan commences ban 
on toy guns and weaponry
‘Lead to physical, psychological damage to people’

KABUL: In this Saturday, July 25, 2015 photo, an Afghan boy plays with his friends using a toy
gun. —AP

KUNDUZL: At least 22 people were killed
when a gunfight broke out at a wedding
party in northern Afghanistan, officials
said yesterday, highlighting the fragile
security situation in the war-torn country.
The clash, which officials blamed on quar-
rels between guests, erupted late Sunday
in Deh Salah district in the once-tranquil
province of Baghlan.

The province has recently been plagued
by growing insecurity as the Taliban insur-
gency rapidly spreads north from its
southern and eastern strongholds. “As a
result of the clashes, 20 people were killed
and 10 others were wounded,” provincial
police spokesman Jawed Basharat told
AFP, adding that the incident appeared to
be the result of a local dispute.

Armed men traded verbal barbs before
the gunfight broke out and the victims
were all male guests at the wedding aged
between 14 and 60, said district police
chief Gulistan Qusani. “A local security offi-
cial  f ired in the air  after the verbal
exchange heated up... and then both sides
started trading fire,” Qusani told AFP, giv-
ing a higher death toll of 21.

Baghlan governor Sultan Mohammad
Ebadi said an official delegation had been
sent to the site-a Tajik-dominated area
that is largely unaffected by the Taliban
insurgency-to investigate and prevent any
backlash from the relatives of the victims.
Expensive and lavish weddings have
become common since the Taliban were
toppled in 2001, in contrast to their time
in power when musical revelry and danc-
ing were banned.

But fatal gunfights and celebratory
gunfire are woefully common at the cer-
emonies in a country battered by nearly
40 years of war. The killings also high-
l i g h t  t h e  l u re  o f  t h e  g u n  c u l t u re  i n
Afghanistan, especially across the inse-
curity-plagued countryside where own-
ing firearms for personal safety is com-

mon among Afghan households.

Growing insecurity 
Afghan soldiers mistakenly fired mortars

at a wedding party in late December in the
southern province of Helmand, killing 17
women and children. Some witnesses said
the army attack was triggered when wed-
ding guests fired celebratory gunshots into
the air as the bride was brought to the
groom’s house.

In July 2012 a suicide bomber killed a
prominent Afghan lawmaker and 16 other
people at his daughter’s wedding party in
the north of the country. And in June 2011
gunmen stormed a wedding party in east-
ern Afghanistan, killing the groom and eight
other people in an attack blamed on
Taliban-linked insurgents. The Afghan gov-
ernment conducted its first face-to-face
talks with Taliban cadres on July 7 in a
Pakistani hill station, aimed at ending the
14-year insurgency.

Afghan officials said Friday they would
meet insurgents this week for a second
round of talks, pledging to press for a cease-
fire in negotiations likely to be held in China.
But despite the willingness to engage in
talks there has been no let-up in militant
attacks, which are taking a heavy toll on
civilians. A suicide bomber on Wednesday
killed 19 people including women and chil-
dren in a crowded market in the northern
province of Faryab, as insurgents intensify
their annual summer offensive launched in
late April.

Almost 1,000 civilians were killed in the
conflict during the first four months of this
year, a sharp jump from the same period last
year, according to the United Nations.
President Ashraf Ghani’s government has
drawn criticism for failing to end growing
insurgent attacks, which critics partly blame
on political infighting and a protracted delay
in appointing a candidate for the crucial
post of defense minister. —AFP

Gunfight kills at least 
22 at Afghan wedding

COLOMBO:  Maldives President Abdulla
Yameen has lashed out at perceived foreign
interference in the honeymoon island’s affairs,
following Western pressure over the contro-
versial conviction of former president
Mohamed Nasheed for terrorism. In an
address late Sunday to mark the Indian Ocean
nation’s 50th anniversary of independence
from Britain, Yameen accused developed
countries of imposing their own legal and
moral standards on the atoll.

“We are disappointed that some countries,
and indeed some prominent bodies within
these countries, have seen it fit to interfere in
domestic affairs in the Maldives,” Yameen said
at the event in the island capital Male, attend-
ed by neighbouring Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena.  They have questioned
the Maldives’ “judicial independence and
integrity” and condemned it for not support-
ing “ideologies that are entirely alien to our
culture, our faith and our traditions”, he said.

Yameen vowed to resist threats from “out-
side” which were far more dangerous than
those from within, according to a translation of

his speech released by his office yesterday. The
remarks were seen partly as a reference to the
53-member Commonwealth, which has criti-
cized the Maldives over its crackdown on dissi-
dents and its controversial judiciary.

Yameen has already asked parliament to
consider if the Maldives should leave the
Commonwealth, a major development part-
ner. The image of the Maldives as an upmar-
ket tourist destination has been tarnished in
recent years by political unrest-including the
jailing of Nasheed in March, less than a month
after his arrest in February. 

The government said on Friday its prose-
cutor-general would appeal against
Nasheed’s conviction, and confirmed that his
13-year jail sentence had been commuted to
house arrest. Supporters of Nasheed, the first
democratically-elected leader before being
toppled in 2012, have maintained that he was
convicted as part of a strategy by Yameen’s
regime to silence him.  Washington warned in
May that democracy was under threat, saying
Nasheed had been “imprisoned without due
process”. —AFP

Maldives president criticizes
foreign ‘meddling’ in affairs

NEW DELHI: The former chairman of the UN cli-
mate panel has been removed from his job as
head of a top energy institute in India following
allegations of sexual harassment. The governing
council of The Energy and Resources Institute
announced late that Rajendra Pachauri would
be replaced as director-general of the
renowned environment think-tank by Arun
Mathur, an energy efficiency expert. Although
no reasons were given for Pachauri’s replace-
ment, the council said the decision was taken
keeping in view the interests of the private insti-

tute and its 1,200 employees working in differ-
ent parts of the world. Pachauri, 75, resigned
from the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change in February, after a 29-year-old
woman accused him of stalking and sexually
harassing her while they worked together at the
institute. He denies the allegations.

The woman filed a complaint with the police
in early February alleging assault and criminal
intimidation. She handed over as evidence
dozens of text messages and emails that she
alleged had been sent by Pachauri. Separately,

the institute’s internal complaints committee
examined the evidence presented by the
researcher, and questioned nearly 50 other
employees at the institute, and concluded that
the allegations of sexual harassment leveled by
the researcher were valid.

No formal charges have been filed yet
against Pachauri, but a court in February had
prohibited him from entering or contacting any-
one at the institute. In March, police told a Delhi
court that Pachauri was allegedly “influencing
witnesses” and hampering their investigations.

Public anger 
Pachauri’s removal follows protests after a

Delhi court last week allowed him to return to
work at the institute. In the past couple of
years, India has seen a wave of public anger
and protest  over a social ly  conser vative
nation’s chronic problem with sexual harass-
ment and violence against women. Pachauri
had headed the four-decade-old think-tank for
the last 34 years, when it emerged as a global
center for research in efficient utilization of
energy and sustainable use of  natural
resources. It has affiliate institutes in London
and Washington, DC.

The accusations against Pachauri caused
widespread outrage in India, where women
face a stigma against discussing issues such as
sexual harassment in the workplace. However,
several recent high-profile cases suggest that
women are beginning to feel more comfortable
going public with reports of sexual assaults.

Pachauri has chaired the climate panel -
considered the world’s authority on climate
science since 2002, and had accepted the 2007
Nobel Peace Prize on its behalf. The panel had
shared the award with Al Gore, a former US
vice president and environmental campaigner.
This story corrects to show that the institute is
private. —AP

Ex-UN climate panel chief accused 
of stalking loses high profile job

NEW DELHI: In this Jan 21, 2010, file photo, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) head Rajendra Pachauri looks on at a press conference. —AP
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