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LAFAYETTE: One was a talented artist
who sang in an all-female band and
planted trees to beautify her neighbor-
hood. Another was studying to be a radi-
ology technician and looking forward to
a future with a longtime boyfriend.

Jillian Johnson, 33, and Mayci Breaux,
21, were shot and killed last Thursday
while watching the movie “Trainwreck”
at The Grand 16 movie theater in
Lafayette, leaving stunned friends and
family questioning how two lives off to
such promising starts could end so tragi-
cally. Police say John Russell Houser, 59,
stood up about 20 minutes into the
movie and began firing before ultimate-
ly taking his own life.

Funerals for both women were sched-
uled yesterday. Friends of Johnson, like
Pudd Sharp, remembered her as a
woman of talent and warmth. At an

event to remember the victims he point-
ed out people wearing T-shirts she
designed and described her as a funny,
talented and welcoming woman. He said
she was a “tastemaker,” the type of per-
son that if you showed up at a club or
restaurant or an event and she was
there, you knew you were in the right
place.

‘Wrong place, wrong time’ 
“She was just a really nice person, just

in the horribly wrong place at the wrong
time,” Sharp said. Hundreds of mourners
turned out for a vigil Saturday night,
wearing T-shirts and holding signs with
the words “Lafayette Strong,” which has
become a rallying call in the wake of the
shootings.  Organizers played a record-
ing of a folksy ukulele-and-voice song
recorded by Johnson, who also played in

a local band called The Figs.
Joseph Shelvin, 66, was a neighbor of

the Johnson family. He said Johnson
spruced up the neighborhood by plant-
ing crepe myrtle trees. “The trees are
blooming. She helped motivate people
to do things. She got together about 100
kids from UL (University of Louisiana at
Lafayette), we all picked up trash, put it
to the street, and the city picked it up. It
was amazing to see the yards were
absolutely clean,” Shelvin said.

Breaux,  who was from Frank l in,
Louisiana, was studying to be a medical
radiology technician at Louisiana State
University-Eunice and was expected to
start next week doing clinical work at
a hospital in Lafayette - the same hos-
pital she was taken to Thursday after
she was fatally shot. In Franklin, an old
town in Louisiana’s sugar cane coun-

try, hundreds of mourners attended
visitation services for Breaux Sunday
evening. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal
also made an appearance at the funer-
a l  home,  but  did  not  speak with
media.

Anne Oestriecher,  a 52-year-old
cousin of Breaux said she had been
dat ing her  boyfr iend Matthew
Rodriguez for years before the two
went to the movie theater Thursday.
Rodriguez was shot in the chest but
survived. “They were planning their
life together; they were ready to get
out of school and get married and
start a family. And she and Matt went
to the movies,” said Oestriecher who
spoke with tears on her face. Breaux
had a younger sister and older brother
and “tons of cousins” Oestriecher said,
adding she would miss Breaux’s smile

the most.
“She was the quiet one; she was the

one, everybody is running around like
crazy, she would sit there quietly and
just be enjoying everybody and enjoy-
ing everything and then suddenly bust
out laughing because somebody said
something that made her smile,” she
said.  The Frank l in-Banner Tr ibune
reported that Breaux was voted “Most
Beautiful” by her senior class and was
crowned Carnival Queen in 2012. She
also worked at  Coco Eros Fashion
Boutique in Lafayette for about a year
where she was remembered as a cheer-
ful woman with a generous smile for
customers and those with whom she
worked. “Everyone at the store would
remember her,” said Thea St Germain,
24. “She was that kind of person to
leave an impression on you.” —AP 

Two lives cut short: Remembering the young women shot at movies

GUADALAJARA: A young man protests against last year’s disappearance and presumed slaughter of 43 college students during a demonstra-
tion against missing people. — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: The search for 43 missing college
students in the southern state of Guerrero has
turned up at least 60 clandestine graves and 129
bodies over the last 10 months, Mexico’s attor-
ney general’s office says. None of the remains
has been connected to the youths who disap-
peared after a clash with police in the city of
Iguala on Sept 26, and authorities do not believe
any will be.  

Prosecutors say the students were turned
over to a drug gang that killed them and inciner-
ated their bodies in a case that has put attention
on the huge number of people who have gone
missing in Guerrero and other Mexican states
where drug violence is widespread.

The number of bodies and graves found from
October to May could possibly be higher than in
its report, the attorney general’s office said,
because its response to a freedom of informa-

tion request from The Associated Press covers
only those instances in which its mass grave spe-
cialists got involved. Federal authorities began
turning up unmarked graves after beginning an
investigation into the disappearance of the 43
young men following the confrontation
between students and police that resulted in six
confirmed deaths in Iguala, a municipality of
120,000 people 200 kilometers south of Mexico
City.

Gangs and cartels 
More than 20,000 people are listed as missing

across Mexico, and there are many “disappeared”
in Guerrero, a state that is a major opium pro-
ducer and the battleground among several car-
tels warring over territory and drug smuggling
routes. The government has said there is no evi-
dence the 43 students were involved in the drug

trade, but says they were mistaken for a rival
gang. Many people are questioning the govern-
ment’s version of happened to the students,
including parents and the National Human
Rights Commission, which last week issued a
report outlining at least 30 omissions in the
investigation that would help determine the
youths’ fate. Some were very basic investigation
procedures that were never performed.

On Sunday, a few hundred people led by par-
ents of the missing youths marched in Mexico
City to call  for justice in the case.
Demonstrations have been held on the 26th of
each month since the incident. Of the 129
remains found in the graves, 112 were men, 20
women and the rest are undetermined, accord-
ing to the information released by the attorney
general’s office. Authorities listed only 16 of the
remains as identified as of July 13. —AP 

Mexico search for missing 

students finds 129 bodies
More than 20,000 people are listed as missing

Satanic Church unveils new

public sculpture in Detroit
DETROIT: A Satanic organization unveiled
a controversial bronze Baphomet sculpture
in Detroit just before midnight on Saturday,
after trying in vain to have it installed near
a 10 Commandments monument in
Oklahoma. Due to planned demonstra-
tions, the group, which is opposed to Bible-
themed displays on government land, kept
the location of the unveiling of its 9-foot-
tall  monument secret until  the last
moment, when it emailed the information
to ticket holders. The Satanic Church
unveiled the one-ton statue at an industrial
building near the Detroit River just before
11:30 pm local time as supporters cheered,
“Hail Satan.” Some of the hundreds in atten-
dance rushed to pose for photos.

The statue of a winged Baphomet with a
human body and a goat’s head resembled
a design the group previously released.
Statues of a boy and a girl stood in poses of
adoration on either side. Jex Blackmore,
director of the Satanic Temple Detroit
chapter, said temple members planned to
transport the sculpture to Arkansas, where
earlier this year the governor signed a bill
authorizing a 10 Commandments monu-
ment on the State Capitol’s grounds.

The Church had unsuccessfully applied
to have the statue placed near a 10
Commandments monument installed in
2012 on the Oklahoma State Capitol
grounds. The Oklahoma Supreme Court
recently ruled the 10 Commandments
monument violates a section of the state
constitution that bans the use of state
property for the benefit of a religion.

Lawmakers in the socially conservative
state responded with threats to seek the
impeachment of the court’s justices and
pledged to push for changes to the consti-
tution. Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a
Republican, said she will keep the monu-
ment in place as the state appeals the deci-
sion. On Saturday, the presentation of
Baphomet in Detroit drew protest from
local Christians. About 50 people prayed
for the city and denounced the monument
outside a business where the Satanic
Temple previously tried to display the stat-
ue before fears of a backlash scuttled the
plan. “The last thing we need in Detroit is
having a welcome home party for evil,” said
Reverend Dave Bullock, a pastor at Greater
St Matthew Baptist Church in Highland
Park, Michigan. — Reuters 

ADDIS ABABA: President Barack Obama deliv-
ered a withering critique of the vitriol-filled 2016
US presidential debate yesterday, saying its tone
was not worthy of voters. With 18 months left at
the White House, Obama hit out at “outrageous”
attention-grabbing attacks, which he said “have
become all too commonplace” in America’s acer-
bic and highly polarized politics.

“We are creating a culture that is not con-
ducive to good policy or good politics,” Obama
said. “The American people deserve better,”
Obama said. He zeroed in on Republican presi-
dential candidates Donald Trump and Mike
Huckabee.  Speaking in Ethiopia, Obama berat-
ed Huckabee for his suggestion that a nuclear
deal between Iran would march Israelis to the
“door of the oven.”

The 44th US president described that as part
of a “general pattern” that would be “considered
ridiculous if it weren’t so sad”. Obama is lobbying
hard for the Iran deal, which is seen by aides as a
signature achievement of his presidency. The
deal would place curbs on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for relief from US and interna-
tional sanctions, ending more than a decade of
tensions.

But Republicans have resoundingly rejected
the agreement-saying Iran should completely
dismantle its nuclear program-and made it a
central topic in the election campaign. Obama
also took issue with Trump’s “outrageous” com-
ments criticizing the war record of Republican
Senator John McCain, who was a prisoner of war
in Vietnam.

Obama said that McCain, who he beat in
2008 to become president, was “somebody who
endured torture and conducted himself with
exemplary patriotism.” Trump’s brash rhetoric
has made him a gadfly with the Republican
Party establishment, but it has also earned him
frequent and prominent television spots on
celebrity obsessed US news channels.

Despite the disapproval of party heavy-
weights, the trash-talking billionaire is polling

well with voters angry with Republican Party
leadership. A poll released Sunday showed him
with a big lead in New Hampshire, a key early
primary state. “ These are leaders of the
Republican party,” Obama said. “It’s not the kind
of leadership that is needed for America right
now and I don’t think that’s what anybody;
Democrat, Republican or independent is looking
for.” 

Obama has long been irked by sharp edged

Republican rhetoric, which has cast him as for-
eigner born in Kenya, and more recently, a state
sponsor of terror. But on a landmark visit to
Africa, he perhaps has a glimmer of a political
opportunity to turn the tables. “Presidential
debates deserve better,” he said.  “In 18 months,
I’m turning over the keys. I want to make sure I’m
turning over the keys to somebody who’s serious
about the serious problems the country faces
and the world faces.” —AFP 

Moral Monday leader inspires 

protests, arrests and action

GOLDSBORO: The Rev William Barber
walks gingerly with a cane, in a hunched-
over posture, yet here he is on a recent
Monday, leading 3,500 protesters on a
downtown street. He says God must have a
sense of humor to call on a man who has
such difficulty walking to lead the Moral
Monday protests that began in North
Carolina two years ago.

Barber’s speeches and his throwback
tactics - in vogue again following several
deaths of black men at the hands of police -
draw comparisons to the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. More than 1,000 demonstra-
tors have been arrested for civil disobedi-
ence in North Carolina since Barber, presi-
dent of the state NAACP, started the legisla-
tive protests. The demonstrations have
spread to at least half a dozen other states
and given him minor celebrity status.
Supporters wear “I went to jail with Rev
Barber” buttons. Barber, 51, has been jailed
five times himself.

“What I know is what we are in is a time
when we can’t afford to be silent,” Barber
said, perched against a tall stool in his
office at his church in Goldsboro. “We are
battling for the soul and consciousness of
this country.” The protests target conserva-
tive politics and Republicans, who took
control of the North  Carolina Statehouse
and governor’s office in 2013, and cover
everything from redistricting to labor laws
to women’s rights, gay rights and the envi-
ronment. Moral Mondays are the legislative
protest piece of the broader Forward
Together movement led by the NAACP,
which is in court over the state’s new vot-
ing law and will be back in court next
month to challenge redistricting.

Not worth the time
Detractors accuse Barber of grandstand-

ing or say he is continuously repeating him-
self and not worth their time. A former state
senator once called his movement “Moron
Monday.” His supporters say his leadership
is reminiscent of both King and Ella Baker,
who helped form the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee in 1960. “I think
he’s tremendously courageous,” said Eddie
Glaude Jr., a religion and African-American
studies professor at Princeton University.
“He’s concerned about the state of black
America, the state of brown America. He’s

concerned about the LGBTQ community.
He’s concerned about the most marginal-
ized.” Scholar and civil rights activist Cornel
West, who is friends with Barber, describes
him as “the only King-like figure we have in
the country right now.” “I have just been
overwhelmed by his intellectual and spiritu-
al power,” West said.

To understand Barber’s desire to help
the disenfranchised is to know his father’s
influence.  Almost every story Barber tells
somehow references Buster Barber, who
would point to Jesus’ first sermon, when he
said he had been anointed “to proclaim
good news to the poor.” “And my father was
very clear that to be Christian, to follow
Jesus is to be concerned about the weighti-
er matters of the law, of justice and mercy,”
Barber said.

The n-word
He was 4 years old when his parents

returned from Indianapolis to his father’s
roots in eastern North Carolina, called there
by local leaders who wanted their help
with desegregating the schools. His father,
now deceased, was an educator and minis-
ter, and his 81-year-old mother has worked
as a secretary in schools. Students once
called his mother the n-word, Barber said;
now their children and grandchildren call
her Mother Barber. He took his parents’ les-
sons about equality to heart, becoming the
first black student elected 

alone as student body president of
Plymouth High school; previously, a white
student and a black student had shared the
position. He understood the value of edu-
cation and got a doctoral degree. He can
speak thoughtfully and quietly, quoting the
Bible, the Constitution and poets, or he can
jump and shout, and he often does during
speeches.

Willie Jennings, a professor at Duke
University, is one of Barber’s closest friends.
They got to know each other when Barber
was getting his master’s degree in divinity
at Duke and Jennings was a doctoral stu-
dent. “William has, for many years, even
before Moral Monday, he has always spo-
ken to people with power, whether they be
political figures, military,” Jennings said. “He
has always spoken to them and challenged
them to give account of how what they do
will help poor people.”—AP 

RALEIGH: In this Wednesday, June 24, 2015 photo, Rev. William Barber speaks at
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church. — AP 

Obama slams tone of presidential debate

ADDIS ABABA:  US President Barack Obama speaks during a joint press conference. — AFP  


