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YAOUND: Three villagers were behead-
ed during weekend raids in Cameroon
by Boko Haram insurgents from neigh-
boring Nigeria, who killed another four
people in a separate raid overnight,
security forces said yesterday. The first
attack took place on Sunday in the
neighboring villages of Tchebe-Tchebe
and Dzaba, about 10 kilometres from the
Nigerian border, said a security agent
based in the region.

The beheadings took place in Tchebe-
Tchebe. The assailants also set fire to
land owned by villagers as well as a
Catholic church, the source added. The
report was confirmed by another local
security source, who said that access to
the villages was difficult for troops
because of the mountainous terrain.
Another four people were killed
overnight in the town of Afade, much
farther north, near Lake Chad, Cameroon

police said.
“Boko Haram attacked the town of

Afade around one in the morning (yes-
terday),” a gendarmerie official said,
requesting anonymity. He said the
assailants torched police and military
facilities and slit an inmate’s throat.
Three other people in detention died in
the fire, a local humanitarian worker,
Mey Ali, told AFP. Sunday’s violence fol-
lowed a series of Boko Haram suicide

bombings in the far north of Cameroon,
which is taking part in a regional military
campaign against the extremists.

The cross-border region is frequently
attacked by Boko Haram, which
launched its campaign for a hardline
Islamic caliphate in northeastern Nigeria
in 2009, at an estimated cost of more
than 15,000 lives. On Saturday night, a
12-year-old girl blew herself up in the
town of Maroua, killing at least 20 peo-

ple and wounding 79 others in the fifth
suicide bombing in Cameroon in two
weeks.

Cameroonian authorities last week
extended a ban on the wearing of the
full Islamic veil to the east of the country
and the Littoral region in the southwest,
where the city of Douala is situated. The
ban, implemented because the garment
can conceal explosives, was already in
effect in Cameroon’s far north. —AFP 

Boko Haram behead three in Cameroon raid

SANAA: In this file photo, Shiite rebels known as Houthis hold up their weapons as they chant slogans during a rally against Saudi-led
airstrikes. — AFP  

Saudi ‘friendly fire’ kills 
loyalists despite truce

Ceasefire to allow desperately needed aid deliveries

NICOSIA: Rival Cypriot leaders yesterday
turned their sights on the hot-button issues
of property and territorial adjustment that
for decades have blocked any peace deal
on their divided island, the United Nations
said. Territorial adjustments and property
compensation remain the most complex
and divisive issues in the search for a com-
promise to end more than four-decade
division.

“Today’s meeting focused on issues of
property and criteria on territory,” UN envoy
Espen Barth Eide said after the latest round
of talks between Turkish Cypriot leader
Mustafa Akinci and his Greek Cypriot coun-
terpart Nicos Anastasiades at the UN-con-
trolled buffer zone in Nicosia. “Regarding
property, the leaders agreed that the indi-
vidual’s right to property is respected,” Eide
said in a statement issued on their behalf.

“Dispossessed owners and current users
shall have various choices regarding their
claims to affected properties. These differ-
ent choices shall include compensation,
exchange and reinstatement.” Eide said an
independent Property Commission will be
mandated to resolve property claims based
on mutually agreed criteria.

Tens of thousands of people were dis-
placed by the 1974 Turkish invasion, includ-
ing a population exchange which effective-
ly split the island between a Turkish Cypriot
north and a Greek Cypriot south. Allowing
as many Cypriots as possible to return
home while adequately compensating
those who cannot would boost the
prospects of a settlement.

The UN envoy said the leaders were

determined to keep up the pace and make
progress towards their shared vision of a
united, federal Cyprus. “The leaders also
underlined their commitment to maintain
the momentum of the process,” said Eide.
Many believe the good chemistry between
Anastasiades and Akinci can create the cli-
mate of trust needed to clinch a long-elu-
sive peace accord. Key issues that have
wrecked previous peace bids are deep-
rooted disagreements on territorial adjust-
ments, security, property rights and power
sharing in a reunited Cyprus.

Summer recess until Sept 1 
Eide also briefed the leaders on the

informal consultations he held in New York
with the United Nations Security Council
last week. “They welcomed the strong
expressions of support of the members of
the Council for a settlement in Cyprus,” said
the Norwegian diplomat. He said the
Security Council was “encouraged” by the
work of the two leaders and “recognised
the efforts they are making by thinking
about the big picture instead of insisting
on minor details”. The rival leaders are
scheduled to resume talks on September 1
and 14 after a summer recess. The latest
round of UN-brokered peace talks-widely
seen as the best chance in decades to
reunify Cyprus-were launched on May 15.

Any peace accord must be ratified by
Greek and Turkish Cypriots at the ballot
box. Cyprus has been divided since 1974,
when Turkish troops occupied its northern
third in response to an Athens-inspired
coup seeking union with Greece. — AFP 

ADEN: Warplanes from the Saudi-led coalition
fighting Iran-backed rebels in Yemen hit posi-
tions of pro-government forces by mistake yes-
terday despite a humanitarian truce, killing a
dozen people, military sources said. Clashes also
broke out on the ground in several areas of the
impoverished country in spite of UN calls for all
sides to respect a ceasefire to allow desperately
needed aid deliveries.

The Houthi Shiite rebels, who control swathes
of Yemen including the capital Sanaa, said they
had not been consulted about the truce that
began at midnight (Sunday 2100 GMT). The Arab
regional coalition, which has waged four months
of air strikes in support of exiled President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, announced the five-
day ceasefire to allow emergency supplies to
flow into the war-scarred nation.

It reserved the right to respond to “military
activity or movement”. Although there were no
reports of air strikes on the rebels yesterday, mil-
itary sources reported a “friendly fire” incident in
which coalition warplanes hit positions of Hadi
loyalists in the southern province of Lahj, killing
12 people.

At least 30 others were wounded in the
strikes on hills overlooking the rebel-held Al-
Anad airbase, as well as in nearby Radfan, the
sources said. There was no immediate comment
by the Saudi-led coalition. Overnight the

Houthis bombarded areas in the southern
provinces of Taez, Lahj and Dhaleh, according to
witnesses and military sources.

Rebel tanks fired on residential areas in Jebel
Sabr in Taez, sparking clashes with loyalist
troops, witnesses said. Military sources said 11
rebels, five civilians and four loyalists were killed.
Loyalists were reported to have seized territory
on the northern outskirts of Aden, after
expelling the rebels from the southern port city
last week following four months of ferocious
fighting. The pro-government forces have been
bolstered by new weaponry and armored vehi-
cles delivered by the coalition.

Truce ‘not long enough’ 
UN chief Ban Ki-moon on Sunday made a

plea for all sides to “agree to and maintain the
humanitarian pause for the sake of all the
Yemeni people”. But Mohammed Ali Al-Houthi,
the self-described “president of the High
Committee of the Revolution”, a body formed by
Houthi militants, said his group had not been
consulted by the UN about the ceasefire.

The group could therefore not give a “nega-
tive or positive” answer about the truce, he said.
The Red Cross called on all parties to respect the
ceasefire, and urged a longer truce. “We would
like to see a longer and stable truce, which is
respected from all sides to allow humanitarian

agencies to reach all affected areas,” said the Red
Cross spokesman in Sanaa, Adnan Hizam.

“Five days are not enough to cover the
humanitarian needs,” he told AFP. The United
Nations says the conflict has killed more than
3,640 people, around half of them civilians, since
late March. Johannes Van Der Klaauw, the UN
humanitarian coordinator for Yemen, made an
urgent appeal for humanitarian access, saying
after a visit to Aden that the city was “devastated”.  

“I repeat my plea to all parties of the conflict
to put an end to the attacks on civilians and to
end the destruction of critical infrastructure,
vital for supplying essential goods and services
to the civilian population,” he said in a state-
ment. “The UN and its partners are committed to
rapidly scaling up the humanitarian response
effort across the whole of Yemen,” he added.

A UN-declared six-day truce failed to take
hold earlier this month after it was ignored by
both the coalition and the rebels. Relief supplies,
however, have begun to trickle into Aden after
loyalist fighters secured the city, which had been
Hadi’s last refuge before he fled to Saudi Arabia
in March. Several ships have docked in Aden
since last Tuesday carrying thousands of tons of
aid supplies sent by the UN World Food
Programme and Gulf nations. But distributing
the aid, particularly outside the city, poses a
major challenge. — AFP

Cyprus tackle heated
issues in peace talks

Iran nuclear deal being 
compared to Holocaust

WASHINGTON: Republican presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee is likening the
agreement on an Iranian nuclear deal to
“marching the Israelis to the door of the
oven,” a reference to the Holocaust. The for-
mer Arkansas governor made the tweet
Sunday, a day after first making the compar-
ison when denouncing President Barack
Obama for his role in the agreement
reached July 14 by the United States and
five other world powers with Tehran.

Responding, Democratic National
Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman
Schultz said Huckabee’s statement was
“grossly irresponsible” and called on him to
apologize. But a Huckabee spokeswoman
said Sunday his comments reflect a long-
standing position that “the Iran deal is a bad
deal, bad for America and bad for Israel.”
Huckabee’s tweet called on Congress to
reject the nuclear deal.

“This president’s foreign policy is the
most feckless in American history,” Huckabee
said in an interview with Breitbart News
broadcast on Sirius/XM radio Saturday. “He’s
so naive he would trust the Iranians and he
would take the Israelis and basically march
them to the door of the oven.” Huckabee said
that “this Iran deal should be rejected by
both Democrats and Republicans.” “We for-
get Iranians have never kept a deal in 36
years under the ayatollah. There’s no reason
to think they will suddenly start doing it.”
Huckabee said of the deal: “I read the entire
thing. We gave away the whole farm. It’s got
to be stopped.” Huckabee’s comments come
as the Republican presidential candidates
struggle to break through with 16 presiden-
tial candidates already in the Republican
field, and one of those, New York business-
man Donald Trump, getting more attention
than most. —AP

LOS ANGELES: People walk past posters supporting politician Ted Cruz put up by the
‘StandWithUs’ group during a rally calling for the rejection of the proposed Iran
nuclear deal outside the Federal Building. — AFP 

Iraq Shiite chief sees no 
change in stance on IS

BAGHDAD: Hadi Al-Ameri, a top leader of
Iraq’s powerful Shiite paramilitaries, argued
yesterday there was no evidence Turkey
had changed its position on the Islamic
State jihadist group. “I think (the strikes)
Turkey carried out were to support to
Daesh (IS) and not what some had imag-
ined,” said Ameri,  a top leader of the
Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation)
force. Ameri was speaking after a meeting
in Baghdad between Iraqi Foreign Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari and his Iranian counter-
part Mohammad Javad Zarif.

A senior US official said yesterday that
Washington and Ankara had agreed to
work together to create an IS-free zone
along Turkey’s border with northern Syria.
But as Turkey launched its first air strikes
against IS on Friday, it also struck multiple
positions held by Kurdish groups spear-
heading the fight against the jihadists in
Syria and Iraq.

A military commitment against IS by

Turkey, which has long been accused of
covertly supporting the jihadists, is seen as
a potential game-changer in the war
against IS. Ameri, whose Hashed forces
have also been a key component of the
anti-IS war in Iraq, said the raids against the
PKK Turkish Kurdish rebels in Iraq showed
there was no U-turn from Ankara.

“Turkey has not changed its stance; it
carried out operations against the PKK,
which is fighting with the Kurds against
Daesh in Syria,” he said. “Turkey still sup-
ports IS right now,” he said. Before his meet-
ings in Baghdad, Zarif travelled to the holy
city of Najaf to brief Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani-the most revered Shiite cleric in
Iraq-on the nuclear deal Iran sealed with
Western powers earlier this month. Zarif
has been on a tour of the region, including
Kuwait and Qatar, aimed at easing concern
among Gulf nations over the nuclear deal,
which should see a gradual easing of crip-
pling economic sanctions on Tehran. —AFP  

RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories: A
Palestinian man fell to his death while trying
to escape Israeli forces who were attempting
to arrest him in the occupied West Bank early
yesterday, Israeli police said. It was the third
deadly arrest operation in less than a week.

Border police forces entered the Qalandia
refugee camp near Ramallah to arrest two
“suspected terror activists,” police said. One
of them was shot in the leg as he was run-
ning away across a roof, then fell to his death
as he tried to leap to another roof, they
added. Palestinians identified the dead man
as Mohammad Abu Latifa, 18. According to
sources in Qalandia, the Israeli forces raided
the camp shortly before dawn, with clashes
breaking out following the incident.

Police said the forces had called on Abu
Latifa to stop, before shooting at his lower
extremities. “Despite that, the suspect con-
tinued to run and when he attempted to get
to the roof of another building, he fell off it
and was mortally wounded,” a statement
said. A paramedic with the troops attempted
to treat Abu Latifa, but was forced to pro-
nounce him dead at the scene, police said.

The two suspects were suspected of hav-
ing “planned a terror attack in Israel,” accord-
ing to the statement. On Thursday, Israeli
forces shot dead a Palestinian in the south-
ern West Bank while arresting his son. On
Wednesday, troops shot dead a Palestinian
during clashes near the northern West Bank
city Jenin.

Israeli authorities say the arrest raids are
necessar y to detain suspec ts  and that
troops can face dangerous rioting during
the operations.  Palestinians, however, con-

demn the raids in the occupied territories,
and the Hamas and Islamic Jihad militant
groups hinted at revenge after Thursday’s
death. — AFP 

Palestinian killed during 
arrest attempt, says police 

RAMALLAH: Mourners take the last look at the body of Palestinian Mohammed Lafi Abu
Latifeh, 20, who was killed during an Israeli arrest raid, at a mosque during his funeral proces-
sion in the Qalandia refugee. — AP  


