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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The $26,000 ‘dia’ or blood money col-
lected from various Filipino organizations in
Kuwait to free one of the longest serving
Filipinos in a Kuwaiti jail, was finally handed over
to the Philippine Embassy. The turn-over cere-
mony was recently held at the Philippine
Embassy in Faiha and the blood money was
received by Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait
Renato Pedro Villa and Philippine Consul
General Atty Raul Dado. 

Joseph Urbiztondo, 45, had previously
appealed to the Philippine government for help
with regard to the blood money but the govern-
ment was reluctant to provide any amount.
However, through the support of Filipino organi-
zations in Kuwait and some individuals, the
needed amount was finally raised. Urbiztondo
was sentenced by a Kuwaiti court to life in jail for
accidentally killing his Bangladeshi co-worker,
Azizur Rahman, in 1996. In early 2011, the family
of the victim agreed on the amount of ‘dia,’ but
Urbiztondo’s family could not raise the amount
at that time, so he was not freed.

Community effort
The community effort was led by the Alliance

of Filipino Organizations in Kuwait (headed by
Dr Chie Umandap) which collected KD 2,400, the
Holy Family Cathedral (headed by Father Ben
Barrameda) which raised KD 2,000, and other
Filipino organizations, Filcom (Oliver Diong) and
LCC (Pastor Allan Dytianquin), which raised KD
1,600. The remaining amount was shouldered by
an anonymous donor through Consul General
Raul Dado who contributed KD 1,850.  

The full amount of ‘dia’ is set to be delivered
to Azizur Rahman’s family via the Philippine
Embassy in Dhaka in Bangladesh. There, formali-
ties for the ‘dia’ turnover will be done, including

the signing of ‘tanazul’ or letter of forgiveness. 
Speaking with the local press at the embassy,

Ambassador Villa thanked the Filipino communi-
ty for raising the amount even though it took
years to raise the money.

“I thank the Filipino organizations in Kuwait
for coming together and sharing the amount of
money for Urbiztondo’s freedom. I am really
proud of what the Filipinos could do for their
compatriots, if they are acting in unity,” he said.
Commenting about Urbiztondo’s release,
Ambassador Villa added, “Perhaps he’ll just have
to stay in jail for a few weeks or so, and he will be
freed soon.”

Bishop’s permission
Meanwhile, Father Ben Barrameda of the

Catholic Church mentioned that the money con-
tributed by the church was made possible
through the permission of Bishop Camillo Ballin.
“To all Filipinos who helped and shared some-
thing ... thank you. We don’t condone wrongdo-
ing but Urbiztondo already paid the conse-
quence of his action: he has been in jail for
almost 20 years. For Urbiztondo, we will wait for
your freedom and [the time you will] be with
your family,” he said. 

Pastor Allan Dytianquin also thanked God for
the gift of realization and acceptance. “God lis-
tens to prayers. Sometimes it’s a bit delayed, but
He provides it in His time. God is a God of jus-
tice,” he said. “Urbiztondo served his prison sen-
tence in the Kuwaiti jail. It is about time for him
to face a new chapter in his l ife,” Pastor
Dytianquin commented. 

Club Ilonggo President and Filipino organiza-
tion coordinator Oliver Diong and FCC President
Mildred Lacson who both worked hard to raise
the amount thanked the individuals and their
leaders for their help. 

“Really, it’s a message to all of us. There’s

hope. Thank God and thanks to everyone, espe-
cially to leaders of Filipino organizations, who
shared in this initiative,” Diong asserted. 

Mildred Lacson who is also one of the coordi-
nators for the Alliance of Filipino Organization
explained the money they have contributed in
the ‘dia’ was the fruit of several concerts they
have organized in the past years. 

“We collected the amount through a series of
concerts called “MusikaatTawanan.” So, we did
not just give Filipinos an outlet to be happy, we
also give hope to Urbiztondo,” she said, noting
that the Alliance, through Dr Umandap, Ana del
Mundo and Dolor Elenany, really worked hard to
complete the amount.

KUWAIT: A group of Filipino organizations in Kuwait hand over the ‘dia’ (blood money) they raised for Joseph Urbiztondo to Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa. — Photos by Ben Garcia

An embassy administrative assistant count-
ing ‘dia.’ 

‘Dia’ frees longest
serving Filipino inmate

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji and lawyer
Duwaim Al-Muwaizri yesterday filed a case
against MP Abdulhameed Dashti related to
his recent visit to the family of Emad
Mughniya.  Turaiji and Muwaizri, who are
acting as attorneys-of-law of an heir of one
of the Al-Jabriya plane martyrs, accused
Dashti of creating a
tumult, striking national
unity and undermining
the state prestige by his
visit.  Dashti recently vis-
ited the father of the late
Emad Mughniya, who
was assassinated in 2008
and had been accused of
being responsible for the
1988 hijacking a Kuwait
Airways plane, Al-
Jabriya, in which two
Kuwaiti citizens died. 

Last week, National
Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem strongly condemned
Dashti ’s visit to Mughniya’s family in
Lebanon, labeling it provocative, irrespon-
sible and unacceptable.  Also commenting
on the visit,  MP Abdullah Al-Adwani
described the visit as provocative to all
Kuwaitis. “I wish Dashti had visited the
Jabriya flight victims’ families and kissed
their heads instead! But he only represents
himself,” he said. MP Hamdan Al-Azmi
meanwhile criticized what he described as
the government’s silence towards such an
unacceptable provocative action of glorify-
ing one of Kuwait’s worst enemies and vis-
iting his family and forgetting all about the
Al-Jabriya flight hijack in the 1980s and the
murdering of Kuwaiti citizens. “This is typi-
cal of Dashti,” he said, noting that he only
blamed those keeping silent about it.
“What if someone visited the family of Al-
Sadiq Mosque bomber and kissed them on
the forehead... will they also keep silent?!”
he wondered. He blamed Dashti’s support-
ers in both powers and said, “You reap what
you sow!” reminding them that Dashti had
previously visited Bashar Al-Assad.

MP Dashti explained that his visit to the
family of the ‘martyred hero’ Imad
Mughniya, as he referred to him, was one
to the family of a hero who had resisted the
Israeli occupation until he was assassinated
“at the very same time when MP Turaiji and
his likes of apparent and hidden Muslim
Brotherhood and Islamic State affiliates
only fought Israel with words and sophisti-

cated talk,” he said. He
urged Turaiji  to stop
profiteering and pre-
tending to be someone
else. “You are only try-
ing to fish in murky
waters but the Kuwaiti
people are well aware
of such attempts,” he
said.

Al-Watan’s license 
W e l l - i n f o r m e d

sources at the Public
Authority for Industry
(PAI) said that PAI had

issued a decision officially withdrawing the
license of the land that had been used by
Al-Watan Publishing House and returning it
to state property. 

Work ban hours
Acting Manpower Public Authority

Director Abdullah Al-Motoutah said that
inspections in 530 outdoor construction
and working sites in the period of June 1-
22 found 544 workers working on open
sites though there is a current ban to work
on open sites from 11 am to 4 pm, from
June 1 until the end of August. Motoutah
added that 368 of the sites were re-inspect-
ed and that three of them were found still
in violation. 

Stolen electric cables
A number of Jaber Al-Ahmed residents

recently reported that their houses’ electric
cables had been robbed by specialized
gangs that usually cut the cables from each
house’s main supply line and pull the
cables from the other end of the house’s
roof. 

Relative of hijacked plane 
martyrs sues MP Dashti

MP Abdulhameed Dashti

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Capital security offi-
cers arrested a man in
Sulaibikhat with possession of
drugs. The suspect, Kuwaiti,
was spotted walking in a suspi-
cious manner, so he was
stopped and searched. Police
placed him under arrest after
they found three hashish
joints, 21 suspicious pills and
money with him. The man was
also under the influence of
drugs when the arrest hap-
pened, according to the police
report. The man was taken to
the Drug Control General
Department for further action. 

Man arrested
with drugs

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Finance Ministry’s Undersecretary
Khalifa Hamadah stressed that concerned bod-
ies were currently conducting a study on ration-
alizing all types of subsidies, predicting that a
related decision would take effect by the begin-
ning of 2016. Hamadah also expected the study
to be concluded and a report to be submitted
about it to the cabinet by next September so
that it could decide on implementing it by the
beginning of 2016. “The study will include
rationalizing gasoline subsidies, not lifting
them,” he underlined, pointing out that the
study also includes rationalizing foodstuffs, stu-
dents, unemployed and social care subsidies and
finding better ways to only subsidize those who
deserve subsidies. 

KAC pilot
MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji yesterday filed an

inquiry asking Minister of Communications Essa
Al-Kandari about news that a British porn star
had entered the cockpit of a Kuwait Airways’
plane upon the pilot’s approval. MP Turaiji also

inquired about what he described as ‘disgraceful
practices by the pilot.’ MP Turaiji stressed that the
incident involves violations of flight security pro-
cedures in the aftermath of 9/11, smoking ban
rules and respecting KAC’s uniform. He also
inquired about the procedures to be taken
against the pilot knowing that he is one of the
pilots of the Amiri plane as well as the usual pro-
cedures in case of a hijacking. 

Meanwhile, MP Sultan Al-Shemmari hailed the
quick response of Minister Kandari who immedi-
ately ordered forming a special committee to
investigate the matter. “Kandari was primarily an
MP before becoming a minister,” he noted urging
KAC’s board of directors to take proper measures
to ensure avoiding such violations in the future. 

Al-Aqsa Mosque
MP Hamdan Al-Azmi strongly condemned the

“entry of scores of Zionists led by the extremist
minister of agriculture Uri Ariel to the Al-Aqsa
Mosque under protection from the occupation
police to commemorate the anniversary of the
destruction of the so-called Temple Mount.” 

MP Azmi also condemned the ban of Muslim

worshippers from entering the mosque and
urged the Kuwaiti government to strongly and
officially condemn the incident and internation-
ally work on deterring the Zionists. He also
urged the government to summon all ambassa-
dors designated to Kuwait and urge them to
practice all possible pressure on the ‘Zionist
Entity’ to stop the assaults against Palestinians.
Meanwhile, the Islamic Constitutional
Movement (ICM) issued a statement condemn-
ing the break into the Aqsa mosque and urged
Kuwaiti, Arab and Muslim governments to act
and stop such violations. ICM also urged Muslim
scholars to highlight such causes to keep them
alive. “There is no end to such violations except
by ending the occupation,” ICM stressed. 

Railway project
MP Faisal Al-Kandari stressed the importance

of having the state run the railway and subway
projects by establishing a special public authori-
ty to execute and operate such projects. He
added that all Gulf Cooperating Council states
had already started executing their railway link-
age projects while Kuwait is still lagging behind. 

Subsidies rationalization study
to be concluded by September

‘Rationalizing, not lifting, gas subsidies’

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti police participated in an operation carried out yesterday afternoon to remove a boat washed ashore the Fintas beach, the
Interior Ministry announced yesterday. The operation was carried out under supervision of Major General Sheikh Mohammad Al-Yousuf Al-
Sabah, Assistant Undersecretary for Border Security Affairs.

Buoys installed to protect
Kubbar Island’s coral reefs

KUWAIT: Three buoys were installed to
protect coral reefs and marine life east
of Kubbar Island, one of several islands
dott ing the  Kuwait i  sea  ter r i tor ia l
waters, the Kuwait Dive Team said in a
statement yesterday.

The buoys were installed to protect
coral  reefs ,  f ive  naut ical  mi les  east
Kubbar Island, Head of the team’s opera-
tions Faisal Al-Harban said. He noted that
the team pays regular visits to the loca-
tion to prevent any damage to the corals,

considered amongst the most fascinat-
ing coral reefs in Kuwaiti waters.

Harban urged f isherman to avoid
leaving waste and fish nets in the sea
to prevent any environmental damage
and to preserve the beauty of marine
life. Kuwaiti authorities have devoted
particular attention to protecting the
coral  reefs  in  the terr i tor ia l  waters .
Efforts have been exerted to protect
them from such irresponsible acts and
bleaching. —KUNA


