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US security board hears

case of Gitmo Kuwaiti 
Kuwaiti envoy hopeful Kandari will be freed soon

News
i n  b r i e f

Dubai top cop files first 
anti-discrimination case

DUBAI: A high-ranking UAE police officer has filed a dis-
crimination case against a Saudi writer, The National
reported yesterday, the first time the UAE’s new anti-dis-
crimination law has been used. Lt Gen Dhahi Khalfan,

Deputy Chief of Police and Public
Security in Dubai, said Dr
Mohammed Al-Hadif should be
prosecuted for discriminating
against the UAE by spreading hate
on social media. The law criminal-
izing all forms of discrimination on
the grounds of religion, caste,
creed, doctrine, race, color or eth-
nic origin was enacted on July 20.
“Al-Hadeef should be arrested
because his name is on the list of

those who perpetuate hate,” said Khalfan via his Twitter
account. It is still unclear how the UAE will summon Hadeef
to prosecution. Hadeef has been a vocal critic of the UAE’s
involvement in the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen to defeat
Houthi rebels and the UAE’s relations with Iran.

Google delinks YouTube 
from Google+ in big shift

LOS ANGELES: Google took a first step towards a
major shift in its social strategy yesterday by separat-
ing YouTube from Google+. The changes were
announced on both the official YouTube and Google+
blogs, with the latter putting it this way: “In the com-
ing months, a Google Account will be all you’ll need
to share content, communicate with contacts, create a
YouTube channel and more, all  across Google.
YouTube will be one of the first products to make this
change.” This is a remarkable turnabout for the com-
pany, which long envisioned Google+ as a social layer
across all of its products. Google directly tied YouTube
to Google+ in Sept of 2013, at the time requiring
users to activate Google+ for their Google account
and using their Google+ real names in comments.
Starting a new channel also required a Google+ pro-
file. These requirements were meant to improve com-
ment quality on YouTube, and promote Google+ itself,
but were met by resistance by many of the site’s users. 

ARLINGTON, Virginia: A suspected Al-Qaeda recruiter
held at the Guantanamo Bay military prison for 13 years
faced a US national security board yesterday to deter-
mine if he is eligible to be transferred. Fayez
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Kandari, a 38-year-old Kuwaiti, is
suspected of being an Al-Qaeda propagandist and may
have served as “spiritual adviser” to slain Al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden, according to a US Department
of Defense profile.

The hearing came as President
Barack Obama’s administration
drafts a plan to close the prison at
a naval base in Cuba. The proposal
calls for transferring to US prisons
inmates who are deemed too dan-
gerous to release. The hearing
before the parole-style Periodic
Review Board was to weigh
whether Kandari posed a threat to
the United States. The Pentagon
profile said Kandari had complied
with officials at Guantanamo Bay
since his last review in 2014, which
was marked by an outburst by him during the hearing.

Twenty-five minutes of yesterday’s hearing were
shown on a closed-circuit television link from
Guantanamo Bay to a viewing site near the Pentagon.
“For the first time since his detention began ... he’s excit-
ed about seeing his family again,” Kandari’s personal 

Continued on Page 13

‘Missile Man’,

former Indian 

president dies
GAUHATI, India: Former Indian President APJ Abdul
Kalam, who was known as the father of the country’s mili-
tary missile program, died yesterday after collapsing while
delivering a lecture, a top state official said. He was 83. The
president from 2002 until 2007, he was a scientist and sci-
ence administrator for four decades before that, mainly at
the state-run Defense Research and Development
Organization and the Indian Space Research Organization.
He played a key organizational and technical role in India’s
nuclear program.

Kalam fell sick yesterday while addressing the students
of the Indian Institute of Management in the Meghalaya
state capital, Shillong, said B Warjri, chief secretary of the
state. He was rushed to the hospital, but was declared dead
after doctors could not revive him, Warjri said. The federal

government would declare national
mourning for seven days for him,
said federal Home Secretary L C
Goyal. “He was an inspiration to an
entire generation,” Home Minister
Rajnath Singh tweeted. Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley also expressed
his condolences on Twitter: “We
have lost an ideal citizen. May his
soul rest in peace.” 

Born on Oct 15, 1931 in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu, Kalam grad-
uated from the prestigious Madras

Institute of Technology in aeronautical engineering.
Popularly known as “Missile Man”, Kalam led the scientific
team that developed missiles able to carry India’s nuclear
warheads. He became a national folk hero after helping over-
see nuclear tests in 1998 that solidified India’s status as a
nuclear weapons state. India’s first atomic test was in 1974. 

Kalam, who wrote a book called “Ignited Minds”,
became best known as a tireless campaigner for unleash-
ing India’s technological muscle and discouraging expen-
sive imports from the West. After his presidential term end-
ed, Kalam traveled to remote schools and colleges, speak-
ing to students and inspiring them to follow their dreams.
Even after he left office, he received hundreds of emails
each day from high-schoolers and young people seeking
his advice. He would reply to most of the children who
wrote to him. — Agencies 

Fayez Al-Kandari

Abdul Kalam

Dhahi Khalfan

GURDASPUR, India: Ten people including three civil-
ians were killed yesterday when gunmen wearing army
uniforms stormed a police station in northern India near
the border with Pakistan, sparking a shootout lasting
almost 11 hours. Police said three attackers had been
killed in the battle with security forces that began in the
early hours of yesterday and terrified local residents.

Four police officers including the local superintend-
ent also died in the operation in the usually calm north-
ern state of Punjab. “The police superintendent fought
them bravely but unfortunately he was shot in the head
and he died on the spot,” said Anand Kumar, part of the

special forces team that entered the building. The
assault only ended at around 5 pm when security forces
finally entered the police station where the unidentified
gunmen had been holed up.

Local television stations showed scores of special
forces personnel flashing victory signs and chanting slo-
gans as they celebrated outside the partially damaged
building. One civilian was killed when the attackers
opened fire at a bus station while the other two died at
the police station, said Sumedh Singh Saini, director
general of police for Punjab. 

Continued on Page 13

DINANAGAR, India: Indian police SWAT personnel gesture after an operation against militants who
attacked a police station yesterday. — AFP 

10 dead in assault on

Indian police station

NEW YORK: Thirty-five women who allege they were sexu-
ally assaulted by US comedy legend Bill Cosby were united
yesterday on a magazine cover to tell startlingly similar
stories of abuse. They include mod-
els, waitresses, Playboy bunnies
and women who used to work in
show business. One says he raped
her while she was grief stricken
over the recent death of her six-
year-old son. The New York maga-
zine cover story is the largest
expose yet of alleged abuse from
nearly 50 women who have pub-
licly accused Cosby of assault from
the 1960s to 1996 across the
United States.  Cosby, a pioneering
African-American comedian who
played a beloved family doctor on the hit 1980s sitcom
“The Cosby Show”, has become a pariah in the wake of the

Continued on Page 13

35 Cosby accusers

on NY mag cover

Victims speak out

Bill Cosby

ANKARA: The US and Turkey have agreed
to work together to drive Islamic State
jihadists from northern Syria, a senior US
official said yesterday, as Turkish Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said its military
could “change the balance” in the region.
The potentially game-changing accord
was revealed as Turkey fuelled the grow-

ing anger of its Kurdish minority by
shelling a Kurdish-held village in northern
Syria as its warplanes continued to pound
separatist targets in northern Iraq.

“The goal is to establish an ISIL-free
zone and ensure greater security and sta-
bility along Turkey’s border with Syria,” the
US official, who asked not to be named,

told AFP using another acronym for the
jihadist group. Details of the zone “remain
to be worked out”, the official said during
a visit by US President Barack Obama to
Ethiopia. But the official added that “any
joint military efforts will not include the
imposition of a no-fly zone” - a long stand-
ing Turkish demand.

It would however entail Turkey, NATO’S
only mainly Muslim member, supporting
US “partners on the ground” already fight-
ing IS extremists. But many question
whether Turkey is more interested in limit-
ing Kurdish capabilities in Syria and Iraq
than tackling IS. Turkey has called an 

Continued on Page 13

US, Turkey to create ‘IS-free zone’

Ankara could ‘tip Syria balance’ • Syrian Kurds hit 

LONDON: Indian tycoon Yusuffali M A
has agreed a £110 million ($171 million)
deal to develop a luxury hotel on the site
of the original Scotland Yard Police
Station in London, as foreign buyers bet
on the resilience of Britain’s prime prop-
erty market. Ali, one of India’s wealthiest
entrepreneurs and head of Abu Dhabi-
based retail and hospitality conglomer-
ate Lulu Group International, has signed
up Galliard Homes to complete the proj-
ect at the former home of the

Metropolitan Police Force in London’s
Whitehall. “London undoubtedly is one
of the most happening locations in the
world especially from the tourism point
of view and we have been actively evalu-
ating investment opportunities that
both grow our footprint and contribute
to the further development of London,”
Yusuffali M A said in an emailed state-
ment yesterday.

Twenty14 Holdings is the newly
launched hospitality arm of LuLu, focus-
ing on acquisition and management of
assets around the globe. The entity has
more than 1 billion dirhams ($272 mil-
lion) of assets in the Middle East, UK and

India. The Kerala-born businessman is
the latest in a slew of foreign buyers who
have shaken off mounting fears of a
‘Brexit’ from the European Union and
possible economic contagion from the
stricken euro zone, to invest in prime UK

real estate. The asset class, particularly
London trophy property, is widely seen
as recession-proof, thanks to consistent-
ly rising values and robust rents that
appear to defy domestic and global eco-
nomic shocks. — Reuters

SEE PAGE 26

Retail tycoon seals $171m 

Scotland Yard hotel deal

LONDON: The original Scotland Yard building.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received yesterday Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday
lauded efforts by Bahrain which
led to thwarting an attempt to
smuggle weapons and explosions
into the Kingdom targeting its
security and stability. During its
weekly meeting held at Bayan
Palace, the cabinet stressed the
necessity of coordinating efforts
to counter terrorism, so as to
deprive whosoever targeting
security of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states of the oppor-
tunity, and to guarantee the bloc’s
security and stability, said Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, yesterday’s meet-
ing, chaired by Acting Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, strongly condemned
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by
Israeli forces and Jewish settlers on
Sunday. The meeting condemned
and rejected Israel’s “provocative
practices” that harm feelings of all
Muslims and constitute a violation
of international laws and charters,
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah
said.

Th e  m i n i s te r s  re i te r a te d
Kuwait’s unwavering stance sup-
por t ing the Palest inian cause
and the Palest in ians’ r ight  to
have their  independent state,
with East Jerusalem as a capital,
as  wel l  as  I s rae l ’s  withdrawal
f rom the  terr i tor ies  se ized in
1967, in line with the relevant

resolutions of the international
legitimacy and the Arab Peace
Initiative.

Positive talks
Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled briefed the meeting with
the outcome of a visit by Egypt’s

Foreign Minister recently paid to
Kuwait, to discuss regional devel-
opments. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
also informed the ministers with
the details of the “positive talks”
he had with Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif who visit-
ed Kuwait Sunday.

The talks reviewed on develop-
ments on the regional and inter-
national scenes, as the two sides
exchanges views on a favorable

atmosphere for boosting peace,
security, and stability, and also to
push ahead development efforts
in the region.

In the meantime, the ministers
approved and referred to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah draft

bills on endorsing the final state-
ments of institutions with inde-
pendent budget for the fiscal year
2014-2015. The bills will be later
referred to the National Assembly.

The meeting also approved
and referred to His Highness the
Amir a draft bill on endorsing the
2014-2015 financial statement of
the state financial administration.
The bill will later find its way to
the parliament.

CBK report
In addition, the cabinet meeting

reviewed the 43rd report recently
released by Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) the fiscal year 2014-2015. The
report includes the CBK Balance Sheet,
the Profit and Loss Account for the FY
ending 31st March 2015, in addition to

the Auditors’ Report on the financial
statements. It also reviewed, in brief,
key developments in the monetary
policy and monetary and banking
indicators; in particular those relating
to money supply, local interest rates,
KWD exchange rates, bank credit, and
aggregate balance sheets of local
banks and investment companies. The
meeting was concluded by a review of
political developments on the regional
and international scenes. —KUNA

Cabinet emphasizes GCC security,

condemns Al-Aqsa Mosque raid

Acting premier briefs ministers on talks with Iranian FM

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah chairs
the cabinet’s meeting yesterday. —KUNA photos

(From left) Ministers of cabinet affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah, electricity and water Ahmad Al-Jassar, Awqaf Yaqoub Al-
Sane, education Bader Al-Essa, health Ali Al-Obaidi and interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah.

(From left) Ministers of finance Anas Al-Saleh, social affairs Hind Al-Subaih, oil Ali Al-Omair, housing Yasser Abul and commerce
Yousuf Al-Ali.

Amiri Diwan thanks citizens,

expats for their condolences

KUWAIT: On behalf of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the Al-Sabah family, the Amiri Diwan extended yesterday its deepest gratitude to
nationals and expatriates alike for their condolences and sympathy on the passing away of
Sheikha Haya Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, spouse of Fareed Fowzan Abdullah
Al-Sabej. —KUNA

ROME: Relics on display at the ‘Art of the
Islamic Civilization’ exhibition, currently
held in Rome, constitute a narrative of the

Islamic civilization and its historic develop-
ment, said Director General of Kuwait’s Dar
Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI) Sheikha Hessa
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Sheikha Hessa, who had taken part in
inaugurating the exhibition, scheduled
July 24-September 20, said in an interview
with KUNA that the exhibition is also a
means to “to extend a hand of openness
and interaction with other human race’s
civilizations,” noting that with such an
activity, Kuwait has succeeded in promot-
ing ‘values of dialogue and fruitful cultural
interaction.’

The exhibition showcases treasures of
more than 1,000 years of Islamic history,
including pieces that originated in China
and Spain. “Each piece speaks about histo-
ry and the economic, political, social and
cultural environment that produced it,”
Sheikh Hessa said, alluding to the antiques
dating back to various stages and eras of
the Islamic empire.

Sheikha Hessa indicated that the dis-
played antiquities are precious not only
from artistic and cultural perspectives, but
also as physical marks of the Islamic civiliza-
tion. The exhibition was first launched in
2010. Its current edition was opened last
Friday, July 24, at the Scuderia del Quirinale
museum. —KUNA

Islamic art exhibition:

Civilization’s narrative

ROME: Sheikha Hessa Al-Sabah at the Art of the Islamic Civilization exhibi-
tion in Rome. —KUNA photos

Director General of Kuwait’s Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI) Sheikha
Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

GPA mourns

commentator
KUWAIT: The Gulf Journalists Association
(GPA) announced the death of sports com-
mentator and children programs’ presenter
Mohammad Al-Lanjawi, following a lengthy
battle with disease.

KUWAIT: Acting Speaker of the Parliament
Mubarak Al-Khurainej condemned repeat-
ed Israeli aggressions on Al-Aqsa Mosque
in Jerusalem, urging the international
community to end Israel’s continuous
assaults on Palestinian people and sacred
places.

In a statement Sunday,  Khurainej
denounced Israeli soldiers’ attacks on wor-
shipers in Al-Aqsa Mosque, including the
use of weapons and gas causing havoc
and injuries to worshipers. The parliament
member attributed the aggression to
international negligence toward Israeli
practices and abandoning its role of pro-

tecting the Palestinian people.
Khurainej added that Israeli reckless-

ness policy will continue unless the inter-
national step in and stop such aggression
on Islamic sanctities and Palestinian lands
and people. The acting speaker called on
the international community,  human
rights organizations to also bear responsi-
bility toward the Palestinian people and
work to end continuous Israeli aggression.
On Sunday, Jewish settlers accompanied
by Israeli minister of agriculture Uri Ariel
stormed Al-Aqsa mosque yard, prompting
clashes with the worshipers causing
injuries to 10 Palestinians. —KUNA

Parliament condemns Israeli

aggression on Al-Aqsa Mosque

Mubarak Al-Khurainej

RIYADH: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani
Sunday expressed hopes anti-legitimacy
forces in Yemen would abide by the five-
day humanitarian ceasefire announced by
the Saudi-led pro-legitimacy coalition.

In a press statement, the GCC General
Secretariat said that these remarks were
made by Zayani during his meeting with
the Yemeni Human Rights Minister
Ezzuddine Al-Asbahi. It added that Zayani
underlined that all parties’ acceptance of
the ceaefire would help staunch the blood-

shed of Yemenis and allow relief aid easy
access to people suffering in all gover-
norates.

He also called on international relief
organizations to intensify efforts to reach
the biggest number of people in need in
the conflict-stricken Arab country. The
meeting also tackled the efforts carried by
the Yemeni government and the Saudi-led
coalition to alleviate the suffering of
Yemenis and to document the human
rights abuses committed against Yemeni
people. —KUNA

GCC calls for respect

of Yemen ceasefire 

Abdullatif Al-Zayani

Part of Sixth Ring Road closed tomorrow

KUWAIT:  The traf f ic  depar tment
announced that the Sixth Ring Road at its
intersection with East Ardhiya Road (602)
will be closed for six hours starting at
midnight today and will continue for a
week. The department noted that the

lane from Farwaniya hospital on East
Ardiya road (602) will be closed.

Meanwhile, several surprise campaigns
were carried out by the traffic depart-
ment in the six governorates from July 19
until June 25. 

They resulted in the deportation of
13 expatr iates  for  dr iv ing without a
driver ’s l icense,  detention of 30 per-
sons,  issuance of  39,622 t ickets  and
t h e  i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  2 , 1 6 5  w a n t e d
vehicles. 

KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received Ahmadi Co-op Society’s Chairman of the Board Wuqayyan Al-Azmi
and his accompanying delegation. 
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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The $26,000 ‘dia’ or blood money col-
lected from various Filipino organizations in
Kuwait to free one of the longest serving
Filipinos in a Kuwaiti jail, was finally handed over
to the Philippine Embassy. The turn-over cere-
mony was recently held at the Philippine
Embassy in Faiha and the blood money was
received by Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait
Renato Pedro Villa and Philippine Consul
General Atty Raul Dado. 

Joseph Urbiztondo, 45, had previously
appealed to the Philippine government for help
with regard to the blood money but the govern-
ment was reluctant to provide any amount.
However, through the support of Filipino organi-
zations in Kuwait and some individuals, the
needed amount was finally raised. Urbiztondo
was sentenced by a Kuwaiti court to life in jail for
accidentally killing his Bangladeshi co-worker,
Azizur Rahman, in 1996. In early 2011, the family
of the victim agreed on the amount of ‘dia,’ but
Urbiztondo’s family could not raise the amount
at that time, so he was not freed.

Community effort
The community effort was led by the Alliance

of Filipino Organizations in Kuwait (headed by
Dr Chie Umandap) which collected KD 2,400, the
Holy Family Cathedral (headed by Father Ben
Barrameda) which raised KD 2,000, and other
Filipino organizations, Filcom (Oliver Diong) and
LCC (Pastor Allan Dytianquin), which raised KD
1,600. The remaining amount was shouldered by
an anonymous donor through Consul General
Raul Dado who contributed KD 1,850.  

The full amount of ‘dia’ is set to be delivered
to Azizur Rahman’s family via the Philippine
Embassy in Dhaka in Bangladesh. There, formali-
ties for the ‘dia’ turnover will be done, including

the signing of ‘tanazul’ or letter of forgiveness. 
Speaking with the local press at the embassy,

Ambassador Villa thanked the Filipino communi-
ty for raising the amount even though it took
years to raise the money.

“I thank the Filipino organizations in Kuwait
for coming together and sharing the amount of
money for Urbiztondo’s freedom. I am really
proud of what the Filipinos could do for their
compatriots, if they are acting in unity,” he said.
Commenting about Urbiztondo’s release,
Ambassador Villa added, “Perhaps he’ll just have
to stay in jail for a few weeks or so, and he will be
freed soon.”

Bishop’s permission
Meanwhile, Father Ben Barrameda of the

Catholic Church mentioned that the money con-
tributed by the church was made possible
through the permission of Bishop Camillo Ballin.
“To all Filipinos who helped and shared some-
thing ... thank you. We don’t condone wrongdo-
ing but Urbiztondo already paid the conse-
quence of his action: he has been in jail for
almost 20 years. For Urbiztondo, we will wait for
your freedom and [the time you will] be with
your family,” he said. 

Pastor Allan Dytianquin also thanked God for
the gift of realization and acceptance. “God lis-
tens to prayers. Sometimes it’s a bit delayed, but
He provides it in His time. God is a God of jus-
tice,” he said. “Urbiztondo served his prison sen-
tence in the Kuwaiti jail. It is about time for him
to face a new chapter in his l ife,” Pastor
Dytianquin commented. 

Club Ilonggo President and Filipino organiza-
tion coordinator Oliver Diong and FCC President
Mildred Lacson who both worked hard to raise
the amount thanked the individuals and their
leaders for their help. 

“Really, it’s a message to all of us. There’s

hope. Thank God and thanks to everyone, espe-
cially to leaders of Filipino organizations, who
shared in this initiative,” Diong asserted. 

Mildred Lacson who is also one of the coordi-
nators for the Alliance of Filipino Organization
explained the money they have contributed in
the ‘dia’ was the fruit of several concerts they
have organized in the past years. 

“We collected the amount through a series of
concerts called “MusikaatTawanan.” So, we did
not just give Filipinos an outlet to be happy, we
also give hope to Urbiztondo,” she said, noting
that the Alliance, through Dr Umandap, Ana del
Mundo and Dolor Elenany, really worked hard to
complete the amount.

KUWAIT: A group of Filipino organizations in Kuwait hand over the ‘dia’ (blood money) they raised for Joseph Urbiztondo to Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa. — Photos by Ben Garcia

An embassy administrative assistant count-
ing ‘dia.’ 

‘Dia’ frees longest
serving Filipino inmate

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji and lawyer
Duwaim Al-Muwaizri yesterday filed a case
against MP Abdulhameed Dashti related to
his recent visit to the family of Emad
Mughniya.  Turaiji and Muwaizri, who are
acting as attorneys-of-law of an heir of one
of the Al-Jabriya plane martyrs, accused
Dashti of creating a
tumult, striking national
unity and undermining
the state prestige by his
visit.  Dashti recently vis-
ited the father of the late
Emad Mughniya, who
was assassinated in 2008
and had been accused of
being responsible for the
1988 hijacking a Kuwait
Airways plane, Al-
Jabriya, in which two
Kuwaiti citizens died. 

Last week, National
Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem strongly condemned
Dashti ’s visit to Mughniya’s family in
Lebanon, labeling it provocative, irrespon-
sible and unacceptable.  Also commenting
on the visit,  MP Abdullah Al-Adwani
described the visit as provocative to all
Kuwaitis. “I wish Dashti had visited the
Jabriya flight victims’ families and kissed
their heads instead! But he only represents
himself,” he said. MP Hamdan Al-Azmi
meanwhile criticized what he described as
the government’s silence towards such an
unacceptable provocative action of glorify-
ing one of Kuwait’s worst enemies and vis-
iting his family and forgetting all about the
Al-Jabriya flight hijack in the 1980s and the
murdering of Kuwaiti citizens. “This is typi-
cal of Dashti,” he said, noting that he only
blamed those keeping silent about it.
“What if someone visited the family of Al-
Sadiq Mosque bomber and kissed them on
the forehead... will they also keep silent?!”
he wondered. He blamed Dashti’s support-
ers in both powers and said, “You reap what
you sow!” reminding them that Dashti had
previously visited Bashar Al-Assad.

MP Dashti explained that his visit to the
family of the ‘martyred hero’ Imad
Mughniya, as he referred to him, was one
to the family of a hero who had resisted the
Israeli occupation until he was assassinated
“at the very same time when MP Turaiji and
his likes of apparent and hidden Muslim
Brotherhood and Islamic State affiliates
only fought Israel with words and sophisti-

cated talk,” he said. He
urged Turaiji  to stop
profiteering and pre-
tending to be someone
else. “You are only try-
ing to fish in murky
waters but the Kuwaiti
people are well aware
of such attempts,” he
said.

Al-Watan’s license 
W e l l - i n f o r m e d

sources at the Public
Authority for Industry
(PAI) said that PAI had

issued a decision officially withdrawing the
license of the land that had been used by
Al-Watan Publishing House and returning it
to state property. 

Work ban hours
Acting Manpower Public Authority

Director Abdullah Al-Motoutah said that
inspections in 530 outdoor construction
and working sites in the period of June 1-
22 found 544 workers working on open
sites though there is a current ban to work
on open sites from 11 am to 4 pm, from
June 1 until the end of August. Motoutah
added that 368 of the sites were re-inspect-
ed and that three of them were found still
in violation. 

Stolen electric cables
A number of Jaber Al-Ahmed residents

recently reported that their houses’ electric
cables had been robbed by specialized
gangs that usually cut the cables from each
house’s main supply line and pull the
cables from the other end of the house’s
roof. 

Relative of hijacked plane 
martyrs sues MP Dashti

MP Abdulhameed Dashti

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Capital security offi-
cers arrested a man in
Sulaibikhat with possession of
drugs. The suspect, Kuwaiti,
was spotted walking in a suspi-
cious manner, so he was
stopped and searched. Police
placed him under arrest after
they found three hashish
joints, 21 suspicious pills and
money with him. The man was
also under the influence of
drugs when the arrest hap-
pened, according to the police
report. The man was taken to
the Drug Control General
Department for further action. 

Man arrested
with drugs

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Finance Ministry’s Undersecretary
Khalifa Hamadah stressed that concerned bod-
ies were currently conducting a study on ration-
alizing all types of subsidies, predicting that a
related decision would take effect by the begin-
ning of 2016. Hamadah also expected the study
to be concluded and a report to be submitted
about it to the cabinet by next September so
that it could decide on implementing it by the
beginning of 2016. “The study will include
rationalizing gasoline subsidies, not lifting
them,” he underlined, pointing out that the
study also includes rationalizing foodstuffs, stu-
dents, unemployed and social care subsidies and
finding better ways to only subsidize those who
deserve subsidies. 

KAC pilot
MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji yesterday filed an

inquiry asking Minister of Communications Essa
Al-Kandari about news that a British porn star
had entered the cockpit of a Kuwait Airways’
plane upon the pilot’s approval. MP Turaiji also

inquired about what he described as ‘disgraceful
practices by the pilot.’ MP Turaiji stressed that the
incident involves violations of flight security pro-
cedures in the aftermath of 9/11, smoking ban
rules and respecting KAC’s uniform. He also
inquired about the procedures to be taken
against the pilot knowing that he is one of the
pilots of the Amiri plane as well as the usual pro-
cedures in case of a hijacking. 

Meanwhile, MP Sultan Al-Shemmari hailed the
quick response of Minister Kandari who immedi-
ately ordered forming a special committee to
investigate the matter. “Kandari was primarily an
MP before becoming a minister,” he noted urging
KAC’s board of directors to take proper measures
to ensure avoiding such violations in the future. 

Al-Aqsa Mosque
MP Hamdan Al-Azmi strongly condemned the

“entry of scores of Zionists led by the extremist
minister of agriculture Uri Ariel to the Al-Aqsa
Mosque under protection from the occupation
police to commemorate the anniversary of the
destruction of the so-called Temple Mount.” 

MP Azmi also condemned the ban of Muslim

worshippers from entering the mosque and
urged the Kuwaiti government to strongly and
officially condemn the incident and internation-
ally work on deterring the Zionists. He also
urged the government to summon all ambassa-
dors designated to Kuwait and urge them to
practice all possible pressure on the ‘Zionist
Entity’ to stop the assaults against Palestinians.
Meanwhile, the Islamic Constitutional
Movement (ICM) issued a statement condemn-
ing the break into the Aqsa mosque and urged
Kuwaiti, Arab and Muslim governments to act
and stop such violations. ICM also urged Muslim
scholars to highlight such causes to keep them
alive. “There is no end to such violations except
by ending the occupation,” ICM stressed. 

Railway project
MP Faisal Al-Kandari stressed the importance

of having the state run the railway and subway
projects by establishing a special public authori-
ty to execute and operate such projects. He
added that all Gulf Cooperating Council states
had already started executing their railway link-
age projects while Kuwait is still lagging behind. 

Subsidies rationalization study
to be concluded by September

‘Rationalizing, not lifting, gas subsidies’

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti police participated in an operation carried out yesterday afternoon to remove a boat washed ashore the Fintas beach, the
Interior Ministry announced yesterday. The operation was carried out under supervision of Major General Sheikh Mohammad Al-Yousuf Al-
Sabah, Assistant Undersecretary for Border Security Affairs.

Buoys installed to protect
Kubbar Island’s coral reefs

KUWAIT: Three buoys were installed to
protect coral reefs and marine life east
of Kubbar Island, one of several islands
dott ing the  Kuwait i  sea  ter r i tor ia l
waters, the Kuwait Dive Team said in a
statement yesterday.

The buoys were installed to protect
coral  reefs ,  f ive  naut ical  mi les  east
Kubbar Island, Head of the team’s opera-
tions Faisal Al-Harban said. He noted that
the team pays regular visits to the loca-
tion to prevent any damage to the corals,

considered amongst the most fascinat-
ing coral reefs in Kuwaiti waters.

Harban urged f isherman to avoid
leaving waste and fish nets in the sea
to prevent any environmental damage
and to preserve the beauty of marine
life. Kuwaiti authorities have devoted
particular attention to protecting the
coral  reefs  in  the terr i tor ia l  waters .
Efforts have been exerted to protect
them from such irresponsible acts and
bleaching. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Professor Kazem Behbehani
(OBE) is a Kuwaiti immunologist and
retired professor. He has done
research on tropical diseases before
he became International Health
Advocate at WHO. Dr Behbehani
spoke in a recent interview, in which
he discussed receiving the Order of
the British Empire in recognition, his
decision to return as Director-General
of Dasman Diabetes Institute and the
challenges that Kuwait faces to fight
diabetes.

• Dr Behbehani thank you for
accepting to give this interview. In
2014 you were awarded the Order
of the British Empire in recognition
of your work in international and
global health. Did this come as a
surprise?

Definitely it was a great surprise to
me. I had no idea that I, a Kuwaiti, was
considered for such an honor by Her
Majesty the Queen of England. But I
can assure you it was a very pleasant
surprise that I will always recall and
cherish.

• Dr Behbehani, your back-
ground in international and global
health is very well known. At the
World Health Organization you
held a number of key senior posi-
tions, including the post of
Assistant Director General. 

Yes, but what I was recognized and
honored for by Her Majesty the
Queen was more my achievements in
the field of tropical medicine. Prior to
my appointment as Assistant Director
- General, I was the Director of WHO’s
Program on Tropical Medicine. During
my tenure I was able to develop and
lead a very ambitious program to
eliminate diseases that had been
plaguing developing countries for
centuries. Our greatest achievement
was creating a global initiative to
eradicate lymphatic filariasis.

• Dr Behbehani in your position
as Director of Tropical Medicine you

were able to pioneer a new
approach for WHO. Can you tell us a
little about what you did and why it
was so new?

Well, very briefly, the first thing I
did was to bring all the main stake-
holders around the table to plan a
global battle against lymphatic filaria-
sis or what is often called elephantia-
sis. I realized, from a very early stage,

that the committed parties lacked
coordination in their approach in
fighting this disease, and I was able to
bring together the European Union,
the WHO and the pharmaceutical
industry. This was a major step for-
ward for WHO which, until that point,
was working more or less alone. My
philosophy has always been to try to
get people to collaborate, join forces,
share ideas and bring their resources
together in order to face problems. I
assure you that it was a great success
and the program I created is still
being strongly implemented. The
model of collaboration I created has
also been taken up by other programs
at WHO.  By 2020, we hope to have
eradicated this dreadful disease.

Easy decision
• Thank you for that explanation

Dr Behbehani. Now I would like to
learn a little about your decision to
come back to Kuwait and lead the

Dasman Diabetes Institute.
My decision was very simple. His

Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of Kuwait
asked me to return due to the increas-
ing problem of diabetes in Kuwait and
his concern that the problem was not
receiving the attention it deserved. Of
course you can imagine, I immediately
accepted and came back to find a
frightening situation. During the years
I had been away, diabetes had
become a major problem throughout
the GCC and the Middle East. Diabetes
had traditionally been considered to
be more problem of highly developed
countries such as the United States
and not countries such as Kuwait
where we were more concerned
about communicable diseases.

What I saw when I came back was a
rapidly growing rate of all types of
diabetes and a society that was not
only unaware of the challenge but
also unprepared to deal with it.

• Dr Behbehani, do you mean
that nothing was being done in
Kuwait?

Not at all. In fact one of the things
that Kuwait does not lack is good
medical specialists. We have excellent
physicians specialized in diabetes in
Kuwait.  But, in 2009, when His
Highness asked me to take over the
position of Director-General of
Dasman Diabetes Institute, there was
no consolidated national effort to
tackle the problem. I think many peo-
ple were simply accepting diabetes as
just another disease and assuming
there was nothing that could be done
about it. It was the same type of prob-
lem I had seen in many other coun-
tries when I was with WHO.
Accordingly, I  decided to make
Dasman a Kuwait center of excellence
that would bring together the talents
of our specialists in Kuwait and at the
same time embody a research and
training program capable of respond-
ing to the challenges of diabetes in
Kuwait.

• Dr Behbehani can you be more
specific on this. In Kuwait there are
still some people who do not know
about the work of the Dasman
Diabetes Institute.

The problem is that there are still
too many people who do not know
enough about diabetes, not that they
do not know about the Dasman
Diabetes Institute. Today, Kuwait is
one of the top countries in the world
suffering from diabetes. Almost a
quarter of our population are diabetic.
This is a frightening and alarming sta-
tistic and many people do not seem
to be aware that the most common
form of diabetes, namely Type 2 dia-
betes, is highly preventable. Moreover
even when people have diabetes
there is a lot they can do to manage it
and lead a normal life and a good
quality lifestyle. But we still find peo-
ple suffering from diabetes complica-
tions such as loss of sight and serious
foot and leg problems that require
intensive care.

Better shape
• Dr Behbehani, are you saying

the situation is getting worse?
In some ways no, and in other ways

yes. Let me explain what I mean by
that. In terms of treatment we have
never been in better shape than we
are today in Kuwait. There are a num-
ber of excellent diabetes specialists in
Kuwait, and at the Dasman Diabetes
Institute we have a podiatry program
that has become a world leader. We
have put together a team of interna-
tional podiatry specialists and
brought a new type of treatment from
Cuba that is now literally saving legs
from amputation. We are very proud
of all of this and I can say that there
are people in Kuwait who will walk
well again as a result of the treatment
they have received at Dasman. 

Our education programs have
become increasingly effective. We are
reaching out more than ever to chil-
dren in schools, and our nutrition edu-
cation programs are bringing new

ideas and better lifestyle practices
into homes and in doing so gradually
promoting healthier eating and cook-
ing habits. We have created research
programs that attracted worldwide
recognition and today the Dasman
Diabetes Institute is collaborating
with major universities such as
Harvard in the United States, Oxford,
Cambridge, Dundee in the UK, and
ICMHD in Switzerland. I think our
research is going to make a big differ-
ence to our understanding of diabetes
in Kuwait and the Middle East, and tell
us why some people are more vulner-
able than others. It will also provide a
key to how we can intervene to
improve diabetes prevention and
treatment.

At the same time I must admit that
the lifestyles of people in Kuwait and
other parts of the world continue to
worry me. Globally we are becoming
too sedentary and the fast food indus-
try has become a global phenomenon
that is changing our traditional eating
habits. While I recognize that this is
not in itself bad, there is a downside
to it, namely that we are eating too
much unhealthy food and we are
exercising too little. People every-
where are becoming more obese and
considering it as normal, when in fact,

it is highly dangerous. There is still a
lot to do here in Kuwait and else-
where in the world to control and reg-
ulate this.

• Dr Behbehani, thank you. Is
there anything you would like to
add? 

Well I would like to say that I am
obliged and very grateful to His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah the Amir of Kuwait for
entrusting me with his confidence to
take up this challenge through my
position at the Dasman Diabetes
Institute and for his support and guid-
ance. I would like to thank him too for
giving so much attention to the prob-
lem of diabetes. In addition I would
like to express my sincere appreciation
to Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the Crown Prince of Kuwait for
his continuous support. It has been an
immense challenge but I think we are
now making a difference and I hope
that our future generations will benefit
from the work we are doing at the
Dasman Diabetes Institute. We have
benefitted enormously from the sup-
port of the Ministry of Health and the
Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences and I hope
we will continue to do so. 

Dr Kazem Behbehani

The Dasman Diabetes Institute.

Kuwait lacked national effort against diabetes before 2009
Professor speaks on British recognition, decision to return to Dasman Institute

Relief efforts in Indonesia going according to Amir’s instructions
KUAL A LUMPUR:  Chairman of
Kuwait Red Crescent Society Dr Hilal
Al-Sayer has re-affirmed that the
society ’s humanitarian and relief
efforts in Indonesia are in line with
guidelines of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. In a telephone contact with
KUNA, Dr Sayer pledged that Kuwait
would spare no effort in offering
further support to the Indonesian
people, noting that Kuwait had aid-
ed victims of the 2004 tsunami.

The Kuwaiti society has executed

a number of humanitarian projects
in Indonesia, namely the residential
site, named Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
(makeshift) village, in addition to
building water desalination plants
and some sectors of the nation’s
infrastructure. Last Sunday, Dr Sayer
inaugurated a  craf ts’ school  in
Banda Aceh where the Kuwaiti resi-
dential site had been built. He also
opened a multi-purpose hall. The
Kuwaiti village contains 150 houses,
a mosque, a medical center and a
school.

Kuwait had also executed several
projects in Banda Aceh, which was
also struck by multiple earthquakes.
The Kuwaiti ventures include water
purification stations, developing
infrastructure, building orphanage
houses, providing 300 fishing boats
and heavy equipment for paving
roads. Considering the generous
Kuwait i  a id to peoples in  need
worldwide, the UN has designated
His  Highness the Amir  as  the
‘Humanitarian Leader,’ and Kuwait as
the ‘Humanitarian Center.’ — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Sea Heritage
Committee at the Kuwait Sea Sports
Club (KSSC) continues preparations
for the 27th Pearl Diving Trip, which
will be organized between August 6
and August 13, 2015, under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
Diving ships presented by HH the
Amir and HH the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
will participate in the event.

The voyage will be named ‘those
are my children,’ to go along with
the fatherly words that HH the Amir
made following the terrorist act at
Imam A-Sadiq mosque in Kuwait
City last month. The theme also fol-
lows HH the Amir’s directions to
boost national unity among the
youth.

Chairman of the Heritage
Committee Ali Al-Qabandi said the
committee will  today hold the
‘Habab and Shouna’ event, in which
ships will be cleaned and prepared
for the trip. The event will be held
under the supervision of seasoned
skipper Khalifa Al-Rashid, and
General Supervision Hamid Al-
Sayyar. This stage is considered one
of the most important stages to pre-
pare the ships and lace them with
oil; also known as the ‘Habab.’ After
that, the bottom of the ship is paint-
ed with ‘noora, which is the material
that keeps water from leaking inside
the ship. This process is called by the
‘Shouna’ stage. These stages will be
held at the KSSC in Salmiya. Divers
are being trained on physical fitness
and adapting them to the difficult

atmosphere of the diving trip and
the hot temperature, Qabandi said.

Pearl Diving Trip kicks
off with ‘Habab and Shouna’

Ali Al-Qabandi
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KUWAIT: Despite the show of unity that
Kuwaitis displayed in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attack on a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City
last month, some people believe that there is
still a lot of work that needs to be done in order
to tackle prejudice in society. One of those
people is Dr Abdullah Aldousari, a consumer
behavior instructor at the Management and
Marketing Department of Kuwait University’s
College of Business Administration, who
believes that social media continues to impact
the general public’s perceptions and make
people more likely to stereotype.

Dr Aldousari asked his students to analyze

the general stereotypical perceptions associat-
ed with the Sunni and Shiite communities,
through a test that carried two diagrams show-
ing the brains of Sunnis and Shiites with false
ideas associated with them. The teacher used
an abusive term to refer to the brain in each
diagram, drawing public attention to his teach-
ing methods from social media and the press -
including a front page story in a leading Arabic
daily.

In response, Dr Aldousari provided the
Kuwait Times with a copy of the test (given for
extra credit) along with a letter explaining his
point of view and the reasons why he chose

this sensitive topic as a subject for his test, and
why is it necessary to address this issue now.

•••••••••
Letter to the editor
By Dr Abdullah Aldousari

‘Unprecedented honesty.’ This is what the
article on the front page of Al-Rai newspaper
opened with on July 14, 2015. The day before
the article, I gave an optional extra credit quiz
to my students to help those who want to

improve their grades. Anyone who attended
the extra credit got full marks.

The quiz is intended to test my students’
knowledge of the influence of media (social
media in particular) on our perceptions and
attitudes towards people of different religious
denominations. During the semester, we dis-
cussed how the repeated exposure to false
information would become, overtime, a belief! 

The point of this discussion is to show that
instead of thinking of a Sunni (Shiite) person as
our neighbor, classmate, and fellow citizen, we
started to project our negative stereotypes on
him/her.

These negative stereotypes came mainly
from the repeated exposure to extremist
media, which over time makes these associa-
tions even stronger. Many Shiites have wrong
or misleading information about their fellow
Sunni citizens (and vice versa). These percep-
tions, consequently, would lead to a less united
population.

The too “honest” aspect of my quiz that
spread on social media, got the attention of
the of high ranking officials, and warranted a
front page coverage is the use of “Nasibi” and
“Rafidi”-two insulting words toward both
Sunnis and Shiites respectively.

The obvious question is then, why all the
overwhelming attention that warranted a
front-page coverage?

My working theory is that we are not ready
for honesty... yet! This is a taboo topic that we
know exists and discuss among ourselves, but
rather not talk about in a public setting. Why
are we acting as if this is not an issue, while we
live it every day?! For example, during elec-
tions, we receive phone calls from our con-
stituents and friends asking us to vote for a
particular person because he is a Sunni, Shiite,
or Liberal-regardless of that person’s qualifica-
tions for the position being elected for. 

In addition, on Twitter and WhatsApp, we
receive many fatwas and video clips taken out
of context of religious scholars expressing the
hatred they have toward other denominations.
Our youth, and adults alike, should not gener-
alize a fatwa or a video clip they received in
social media apps (or from any source for that
matter). Taking fatwas out of context is what
terrorists groups are using to brainwash young
adults to commit suicide bombing.

This is the problem. This misinformation has
affected adults so much so that it trickled
down all the way to children in kindergarten.
At this tender age, children should not be argu-
ing what it means to be Sunni or Shiite!

The new generation is growing up with cell-
phones and social media at hands; they are
being exposed to so much more information
than those of the previous generation. If we, as
parents and educators, do not do our part in
guiding them, then we carry the blame. We
need to STOP sugar coating these issues, and
start “telling it like it is.”

In college, where this discussion and quiz
took place, we should explore these sensitive
topics and link them to the curriculum being
taught. As educators, our job is to have stu-
dents explore and see other point of views in a
safe and respectful environment. How can we
achieve this without being “honest”?

Yes, I was “too honest,” and that is what
made this topic an issue, but in doing so, I
believe this is one (or the only) way to break
through the clutter and gain the young gener-
ations’ attention. The best advice we have to
avoid such negative association and stereotyp-
ing has cascaded through history and remains
(and will continue to be) true, is the Qur’anic
verse, Al-Hujuraat: 

If a wicked person) comes to you with any
news, verify it, lest you should harm people in
ignorance, and afterwards you become regret-
ful for what you have done”

[al-Hujuraat 49:6]

Professor addresses sectarian issue 

in controversial extra credit exam

Nasibi (Sunni) brain:

• Malignant cells

• Terrorism

• Lies spreading center

• Ignorance

• Grudge

• Division between Muslims

• Expiation

• Following criminals

• Hypocrisy

• Preparing explosives

• Heresy

Rafidi (Shiite) brain:
• Distortion of the Holy Quran
• Insulting the companies of the

Prophet (PBUH)
• Polytheism
• Beating oneself
• Collecting the ‘fifth’ (money col-

lected from the wealthy at one
fifth of their money

• Ignorance
• Stupidity
• Rotten odor center
• Lies
• Pious
• Enjoyment

KUWAIT: The picture above is a scan the test carrying diagrams for the stereo-
typical image of the Sunni (right) and Shiite brains. Each diagram shows the
components of a person’s brain from the stereotypical perspective of a person
from the other sect. The components are as follows:

7 tips for 

surviving the

summer in Kuwait

By Sara Ahmed

1. Enjoy the empty roads. Kuwait is notorious
for snarled, hours-long traffic jams that eat
up drivers with frustration. But that is not a
problem in the summer months (especially
in August) so go out and take a long, casual
drive (preferably with music blaring) and
enjoy it while you can. 

2. Find a hobby that you can do indoors.
Draw, play the guitar or ice skate. Play cards
or join an online gamers’ community. Find
something that you like to do indoors (oth-
er than watching TV) and a community to
do it with and spend your summer having
fun.

3. Knock off the ‘to do’ list. Remember that list
of things to do at work - organize your files,
clean off your desk, repaint the office walls?
Well now is the time to do it. Everything has
slowed to a snail’s pace and is not likely to
pick back up before the fall. Take the month
and get organized. 

4. Remodel your home or apartment. Ok, so
you do not need to actually remodel the
whole place but summer is a great time to
repaint your flat, lay new tiles or reorient
the furniture in your living room. You will
feel refreshed and your home will get a nice
new look. 

5. Explore somewhere you have never been
before. It is true that most outdoor activity
is unbearable after 7:00 am but there are
plenty of new malls, restaurants and enter-
tainment places in Kuwait. Check out some-
where you have never been or visit a shop,
cafÈ or mall you have not been to in a while. 

6. Take a weekend off. Just because you are
staying in Kuwait for the summer does not
mean you cannot travel on a weekend.
Bahrain is literally a hop, skip and 50 minute
plane ride away and there are plenty of
weekend things to do in Manama. 

7. Find a beach or pool and swim. You will feel
refreshed, get some outdoor exercise and a
lovely summer tan. 

What are your favorite things to do spend-
ing summer in Kuwait? Email us at
local@kuwaittimes.net with your list. 

Traffic congestion to be

eased by 2018: Official 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s pending traffic congestion will be solved by
2018, the Ministry of Public Works Undersecretary Awatif Al-
Ghuniem speculated yesterday. She added, on the fringes of an
annual conference for public roads, that many highways and
bridges projects are undergoing and they will relieve traffic flow
once they are completed by the next few years. 

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary at the Ministry’s roads
engineering department Ahmad Al-Hassan pointed out that
these undergoing projects are taking into consideration the
country’s growing population and its urban expansion. He also
added that the Ministry is working side by side with other con-
cerned government bodies to make the completion of these proj-
ects as convenient as possible for both contracting companies
and the public. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A picture from the annual conference for public roads,
which kicked off yesterday. — KUNA 

Naval force to conduct

ammunition exercise

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Defense announced yesterday that the
Kuwaiti Naval Force will be conducting a three-day live ammuni-
tion exercise on August 29 and 30. The exercise, part of Kuwait’s
emphasis on its defense sector, will start at six a.m. local time and
would go on for 12 hours, ending at 6:00 pm.

The shooting range would be 16.5 nautical miles east of Ras Al
Julai’a to Qaruh Island, and six nautical miles east of Ras Azzour to
Umm Al-Maradem Island, the Ministry of Defense Directorate of
Moral Guidance and Public Relations said in a press statement. To
ensure maximum safety, the statement urged sea-goers to avoid
the area during the announced dates. — KUNA

A scan of a report that appeared on Al-Rai newspaper, covering Dr Abdullah Aldousari contro-
versial quiz.
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Arabs seem to have limited their own tourism
and investments related to it by calling their
touristic attractions ‘summer resorts’ and lim-

ited their usage to only two months (July and
August) instead of all year long as Cyprus does, for
instance. Has any of us heard about describing
resorts in Cannes in France, in the Italian Riviera or
the Spanish Costa del Sol as ‘summer resorts’? The
mountains in Lebanon and Syria, Egyptian coasts
and resorts in Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and Algeria
therefore have to be promoted all year long as
‘rivers’ of endless infinite resources for the people
that should not be done away with! 

During a meeting with the Palestinian President
Abu Mazen in winter years ago in Ramallah, I told
him that if they opened the West Bank and Gaza for
GCC tourism, they would make billions and solve
the problem of unemployment because they have
four advantages compared to their neighbors. The
first advantage is that, unlike its neighbors,
Ramallah’s markets and restaurants are full of cus-
tomers all year long. The second is that they never
suffer from blackouts. The third is that winter is not
as severe as that of its neighbors and the fourth is
that traffic is more disciplined and almost resem-
bles that in Europe. 

Unfortunately, there are many repeated bad
experiences in this regard at Beirut International
Airport that seems to be governed by a politician
who religiously believes that tourism is a satanic sin
that ought to be avoided, while another believes
that tourism serves the interests of his opponents.
Therefore Rafiq Al-Hariri Airport has turned into the
world’s worst touristic airport starting with deliber-
ate unjustified delays by passport officials to arriv-
ing passengers and ending with unjustified security
problems for departing ones, which makes tourists
swear never to return to Lebanon. Notably, the total
arrival and departure traffic at Beirut airport in a
week is much less than that of Dubai airport in an
hour! 

Finally, electing general Michel Aoun as presi-
dent would mean destroying what is left of tourism
because he believes that it only serves the interests
of Hariri, Jumblatt, Geagea and Gamayel, and thus
he would support the delays and impediments
practiced at Beirut airport and turn it from the
world’s worst airport into the worst ever in history! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

World’s worst 

tourist airport

Al-Anbaa

By Sami Al-Nisf

Al-Jarida

Why don’t democracies succeed in Arab countries
the way they do in foreign ones? Well, the
answer is much simpler than the technical analy-

sis politics lovers usually marvel in doing. 
The answer is that our democracies are all imported

and quoted. They are not made according to our needs,
‘sizes’, mentalities or cultures. They seem exactly like a
child wearing his grandfather’s shoes the way most of us
have probably seen when little two-year-olds wear adults’
shoes and try walking in them. 

Arab approaches to democracy are almost the same
like such children trying to walk in shoes that are, at least
ten times larger than their own feet sizes. This is why they
keep stumbling and falling. They may sometimes fall and
hurt their heads in an attempt to blindly imitate adults,
but they are neither able to walk right nor fit the large
adult-sized shoes! 

Our democracy is quoted from the West and that is
why it looks as trivial and empty as an Arabic movie quot-
ed from American ones and usually come out very weak
in scenario and fake performance. 

There are many examples of Arabic movies quoted

from American cinema like “The Emperor” by the late
Egyptian movie star, Ahmed Zaki, which was literally
quoted from Al Pacino’s “Scarface.” You just have to watch
both movies to tell the difference. Another example is
Julia Robert’s “Pretty Woman” which has been quoted in
two Arabic movies. Examples of quoting French,
American and British movies are so endless that my
reviews would fill four newspaper pages. The difference is
huge between the original and the imitated versions
because the original versions became icons in cinema his-
tory while the replicas came out as silly cinematic jokes. 

That is exactly the case with democracy in the Arab
world. It is cloned and rarely fits our social and ideological
‘sizes’. Nevertheless, we insist on practicing it though it
does not fit us, nor are we fit for it. 

We also keep forgetting one important thing:
American democracy is different from the British one
and neither of them resembles the French because the
peoples in all three countries had custom-tailored their
own democracies according to their social and ideologi-
cal ‘sizes’! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Quoted Democracies!

Al-Anbaa

By Tha’ar Al-Rasheedi

Flexibility is considered one of the most important
required skills in the 21st century, as the speed of
change in consumption or administration or mar-

keting is what distinguishes this era. The challenge is no
longer who knows more or who has more experience,
but who is ready to give up what he learned and adapt
himself with the changing situations.

The flexible person is one who is ready to move out
of his comfort zone, and looks for any challenge from a
new angle or different angles. The flexible person is
proud of what he has, but at the same time, wishes to
try new means other than what he got used to for many
years, without any reservations towards repercussions,
because should he fail, at least he succeeded in know-
ing an inefficient way of doing things, so he tries again
another way and this is how he learns and develops.

The flexible person does not think in the mentality
that I have been right all the time because this “right”
mentality closes choices and alternatives in front of
him, and ends any improvement prospect. The flexible
person has a stand and an opinion, but he is open to
the possibility that new things come up and requires

him to update his opinion. The flexible person is excit-
ing and mysterious for others in an attractive way,
because he is creative, and no one can predict how he
will behave, because his behaviors belong to the new
situation, not to the old habit. Finally, the flexible per-
son respects experience without a doubt, but also wel-
comes adventure to the point of risk, as long as the
new experience makes him wiser and able to deal with
his era.

We inherited in the past professional values that val-
ues terms like “experience,” “seniority” and “seasoned”
and these terms were important when the state’s
establishments underwent Kuwaitization, and with
these terms, some practices were instilled and
strengthened like the importance of bureaucracy and
hierarchy as well as the use of many papers and files,
and so on. Those terms and practices strengthened the
value of continuity, the rigid stability, while the schools
and establishments influencing the society celebrated
these values, and continued raising the students and
employed graduates on them.

Yet, many of these terms and practices are no longer
required as in the past, and some of them became a
hindrance to our ability to adapt to the fast, daily
changes, and the challenge is to celebrate other con-
temporary values that welcome the terms and practices
of adventure, adaptation and trial; as well as the
schools, society and family that encourages flexibility
and support it. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

The Importance 

of Flexibility

Al-Qabas

By Dr Hesham Alawadi

Crime
R e p o r t

Fake nurses busted
KUWAIT: Residency Affairs Departments’ detectives arrest-
ed a worker and three maids who changed jobs and
worked as nurses though they were not qualified. The
arrest was made after an agreement with an undercover
agent and they were handed to concerned authorities.

Drunk arrested

Ahmadi police arrested an intoxicated Arab woman late
at night and charged her with public drunkenness at
Fintas police station. A security source said the woman
was spotted and arrested by a police patrol after she
left a building and was seen walking unsteadily. 

Harassed

Police arrested a citizen who disturbed a woman and
harassed her, while she was with her daughter near a
Salmiya café. A security source said the harasser chased the
woman and did not stop harassing her until passersby
caught him and handed him to police.

Drug arrests

Nuwaiseeb customs officers sent two Saudi men to the
Drugs Control General Department (DCGD) for
attempting to smuggle narcotic pills in their luggage.
In another incident, Hawally police arrested an
Egyptian man in possession of pills, suspected to be
narcotics, along with five boxes of unlicensed vitamins.
Twelve telephones were likewise confiscated which
may have been used in promoting his goods. The sus-
pect was arrested when his car was searched and the
drugs and phones were found.

Development plan

Mugged

A Pakistani expat who works as an air-conditioning techni-
cian was beaten by two men who took his money and two
phones before disappearing, according to his statements
to police. Khaitan police are investigating.

Development plan

Development plan

The flexible person does not
think in the mentality that I
have been right all the time

because this “right” mentality
closes choices and alternatives

in front of him, and ends any
improvement prospect. 

Forgery

Special task force officers arrested a Bangladeshi fugi-
tive, who is wanted for forging official documents.
Investigations had revealed that the man was ‘a profes-
sional’ in this field.

Domestic altercation

During a talk over a marital dispute, a husband pulled
a gun on his wife’s brother who snatched the gun
from him. Security sources said police received a call
about a fight inside a house in Mubarak Al-Kabeer and
when a patrol went to the area, they found out the
fight was between a bedoon (stateless) woman and
her brother with her husband. The husband was
charged with possession of an unlicensed firearm and
attempted murder.

Attempted escape

A citizen, a Gulf national and a bedoon man were sent to
the public prosecution for attempting to escape from the
holding cell of Adan police station by attempting to break
through the bathroom window.

Two-storey fall

An Asian man was admitted to Jahra intensive care unit
after falling from the second floor of her sponsor’s house. A
case was filed to investigate the circumstances behind the
incident. —Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-grow-
ing and most developed telecom
operator, announced the opening of
‘The VIVA Coded Academy’, in coop-
eration with ‘Coding Campus’ one of
the most highly renowned coding
schools in the United States. ‘The
VIVA Coded Academy’ will be the first
coding school of its kind in Kuwait
and the entire GCC and will offer
highly rigorous and challenging pro-
grams to students looking to their
software engineering and program-
ming skills (coding).

The aim and mission of ‘The VIVA
Coded Academy’ is to cultivate and
develop the next generation of
world-class programmers in the
region. VIVA’s sponsorship of this pro-
gram stems from its belief in invest-
ing in the intellectual capabilities of
young men and women in Kuwait.
Supporting such initiatives is part of
VIVA’s relentless efforts to empower
youth in Kuwait with the tools they
require to build their dreams. 

The first program to be offered by
‘The VIVA Coded Academy’ will be an
intensive one; it will teach full-stack

web development (the fundamental
skillset for any programmer). The
Academy program aims to turn
beginners with no coding experience
into junior level professional pro-
grammers. The course will be 8
weeks long, and will be from July 26
to September 24 (every weekday
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm). 

To ensure that students receive a
world-class education, The VIVA
Coded Academy has affiliated itself
with ‘Coding Campus’, one of the
most highly renowned coding

schools in the United States. The cur-
riculum and instructor for The VIVA
Coded Academy’s summer boot-
camp will be provided by Coding
Campus. 

More information on the course
and on ‘The VIVA Coded Academy’ can
be found on www.joincoded.com and
@JoinCoded on Instagram. Any infor-
mation can be found by visiting any of
VIVA’s 69 branches, authorized distrib-
utors, the company’s website at
www.viva.com.kw or contact its 24
hour call center at 102.

VIVA opens ‘Coded Academy’

Jarrah refers absconding

lift requests to 

residency affairs

KUWAIT: Just before departing on a special leave,
the ministry of interior’s assistant undersecretary for
citizenship, passports and residency affairs, Major
General Mazen Al-Jarrah decided referring all com-
plaints filed by expats holding article 18 and 20 resi-
dency visas refuting absconding reports filed against
them to the residency affairs’ central department. In
this regard, security sources said that the depart-
ment has its own rules in discussing and investigat-
ing such complaints and in case the report turns out
to be a vexatious one, the absconding report gets
lifted. —Al-Jarida

New Razi Hospital

ready in September
KUWAIT: The new Razi Hospital will be handed over soon
after completing all required works by concerned parties, an
official source at the health ministry said, adding that the
hospital may be opened officially in September. The source
said that power is being connected to the building that cov-
ers an area of 28,000 sq m in Sabah Medical Zone in close
proximity to the old Razi Hospital and has 10 floors.

He said the project includes several works including the
design, construction, furniture, medical equipment and
operative maintenance, adding that the contract includes
deep-rooted maintenance of the old operations building
that will be turned into four operation theatres near the
main operation theaters made up of six rooms, in addition
two emergency operation rooms, bringing the number of
rooms to 12 theatres.

He said the new hospital will reduce the current waiting
period to carry out operations for most patients, adding that
the building will add 240 beds, an increase of 80 percent. He
said that the old Razi hospital’s capacity is 300 beds, so the
total number of beds will be 540 in both hospitals. He said
the total cost of the new hospital is KD 31.045 million,
adding that it will include x-ray, physical therapy and admin-
istrative offices. —Al-Qabas

Bedoons not 

banned from 

Hajj: Ministry
KUWAIT: The Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ministry said it has
not banned bedoons from performing hajj this year, and
that the quota for bedoons remains as is and has not been
changed. It said that issuing passports for bedoons is the
concern of interior ministry and has nothing to do with the
awqaf ministry.

Acting Awqaf Ministry Undersecretary and Assistant
Undersecretary for Foreign Relations and Hajj Khalaf Al-
Othaina said the awqaf ministry gave hajj convoys quotas
for bedoons and they have not been changed, and denied
a suspension on bedoons traveling. He said issuing pass-
ports for those who do not have a valid passport is the
concern of the interior ministry. Othaina said the ministry
distributed percentages of Kuwaiti and bedoons to the
licensed convoys, who have the right to register Kuwaiti
and non-Kuwaiti pilgrims. He said that the number of
licensed Kuwaiti hajj convoys this year is 46, and the num-
ber of pilgrims for each campaign is 85. —Al-Rai

Telecom, internet

prices reconsidered

KUWAIT: As a first step towards privatization, the cabinet
recently authorized the Telecom and IT Authority to
reconsider the categories of telecom and internet prices
after reviewing the local market in a way that would not
violate competition laws as per Article 11 of the Law on
founding the Telecom and IT Authority issued in 2014.
According to Article 74 of the law, those who illegally use
public or private telecom networks, illegally connect their
networks to another, unlawfully impede services provid-
ed by other networks or jeopardize national interests
would be punished by a maximum of two years imprison-
ment or a KD 500-20,000 fine or both. —Al-Anbaa

Commercial agreements

with Iran activated 

KUWAIT: Well-informed governmental sources said
that the commercial agreements Iran signed with
Kuwait during His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad’s visit in the end of last year would be
activated. The sources explained that the agree-
ments mainly focused on air transport, customs
cooperation, touristic cooperation and environmen-
tal issues. Moreover, the sources highlighted that
those agreements would boost bilateral trade,
especially after signing the nuclear agreement and
it would also help increase the current $55 million-
worth commercial exchanges between both coun-
tries to over a billion dollars during the first year —
a figure that is expected to  multiply during the fol-
lowing years. The sources added that the measures
to be taken to put these agreements into practice
would be agreed upon during the Iranian delega-
tion’s current official visit. —Al-Anbaa

No Islamist group 

involved in curricula

amendments: Minister

KUWAIT: Education Minister Bader Al-Essa said that
there is no indication of any certain Islamist organiza-
tion or group involved in amending the Islamic educa-
tion curriculum, adding that the formed committee
will revise all curricula and not only Islamic education.

Essa said committees will check calls for extremism,
if they exist, and strengthen the new textbooks with
Islamic values that call for shedding hatred and tolerat-
ing others, as well as spreading the culture of belong-
ing and forgiving among students in all educational
stages. He said the education ministry’s educational
and teaching roles compel it to habilitate the students
in such a way through various activities as mentioned
in its development plans projects.

Meanwhile, Essa said the joint cooperation agree-
ment with Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and
Creativity to designate the site of Khalid Al-Furaj
kindergarten to build a specialized school for gifted
students has been cancelled. —Al-Rai
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MANILA: The Philippine president asked
Congress yesterday to pass a troubled Muslim
autonomy bill at the heart of efforts to end a
bloody rebellion in the country’s south and
legislation that aims to lessen the stranglehold
on power of entrenched political families,
which include his.

In his final state of the nation speech before
he steps down in 11 months, Benigno Aquino
III summed his administration’s achievements
in battling corruption and poverty - his cam-
paign battle cry in 2010 - and thanked just
about everyone who backed him, from his late
parents, who are revered democracy champi-
ons, to his hairstylist.

Among other concerns he raised was the
increasingly tense dispute with China over con-
tested South China Sea territories. He called on
Filipinos to unite as their country confronts
China, which he did not identify by name.

“Our adversary, is by any measure, way
ahead whether in terms of influence, economy
or military force,” Aquino said in the nationally
televised address. “But on the basis of reason
and love for country, we’re not lagging behind.”
Relatedly, he said the Philippines, which retired
its last fighter jets a decade ago, would soon

acquire a dozen FA-50 jets from South Korea,
with the first two to be delivered in December,
for territorial defense. Two more C-130 cargo
planes and more assault helicopters also are
being acquired.

Major legacies 
One of Aquino’s expected major legacies, a

peace deal with the largest Muslim rebel group
in the country, stalled early this year when
some of the rebels from the 11,000-strong
Moro Islamic Liberation Front got entangled in
a clash that killed 44 anti-terrorism police com-
mandos in southern Mamasapano town.

The commandos managed to kill a top
Malaysian terror suspect long wanted by the
United States whose real name is Zulkifli bin
Hir, a successful assault Aquino cited in his
address. The brutal police deaths, however,
sparked public outrage and prompted law-
makers to delay passage of a bill crafted to
establish a more powerful and potentially larg-
er autonomous region for minority Muslims in
the south of the predominantly Roman
Catholic nation. The Moro rebels dropped their
separatist bid in exchange for broader autono-
my.

But the delay has set off concerns that some
impatient rebels may resume armed hostilities
in the south, where smaller but violent armed
groups like the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf,
continue to carry out kidnappings for ransom,
bomb attacks and other acts of banditry.

Surprise turnaround 
In a surprise turnaround, Aquino told

Congress he now backs long-unsuccessful
attempts to craft a law that would restrict the
number of members of influential families who
can run for public office. Anti-dynasty bills,
however, have not had any luck in Congress,
which is dominated by millionaires who have
carried the family names of dominant political
clans to public office for generations.

Aquino belongs to an entrenched and
wealthy landowning clan which has held pow-
er at various levels in the northern province of
Tarlac. His late mother, Corazon Aquino, was
catapulted to the presidency after helping lead
the 1986 “people power” revolt that ousted dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos.

“I was opposed to depriving a person of the
right to run for office just because of his family
name,” Aquino said. “But I thought there’s also

something wrong with giving a corrupt family
or individual a chance to wallow in power for
life.” Aquino cited the economic gains under his
term, when the economy grew by an average
of 6.2 percent from 2010, the year he rose to
power, to last year. If the economy expands to
6.8 percent this year, Aquino said the six-year
average under his presidency would be the
highest in nearly six decades.

But problems have persisted in a Southeast
Asian country where about a fourth of its 100
million people remain mired in poverty.
Communist and Muslim insurgencies have
combined with natural disasters in the
typhoon- and earthquake-prone archipelago
and law-and-order problems to turn gover-
nance into a tough and complex dilemma.

Riot police 
A few hours before Aquino spoke, left-wing

activists, laborers, farmers and students carry-
ing his effigy and calling for his resignation
clashed with riot police amid a downpour as
they tried to breach a barricade of barbed wire
and shipping containers. Several policemen
and protesters were injured when authorities
used water cannon to push back the activists,

who hurled rocks and bottles at the police,
according to police and Red Cross volunteers.

Protesters and critics said the economic
development under Aquino benefited wealthy
families and multinational corporations but
not the larger impoverished masses. His anti-
corruption battle did not target political allies,
they said. Calling Filipinos his “boss,” Aquino
said he was not perfect and acknowledged
that some government officials have failed him
at times.

Aquino is expected soon to endorse Interior
Secretary Mar Roxas as his political party’s can-
didate in next year’s presidential elections. He
suggested that the polls would show whether
Filipinos support his reforms and urged them
to choose a candidate who would continue
them. “Will everything that we have invested,
everything that we have labored for, vanish in
just one election?” he asked. “In this perspec-
tive, the next elections would serve as a refer-
endum for the ‘straight path,’” a phrase he
coined for his reforms. “You will decide
whether the transformation we are experienc-
ing today will be permanent, or simply a brief
and lucky deviation from a long history of fail-
ure,” he said. —AP

MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino III delivers his last State of the Nation Address during the joint session of the 16th Congress at the House of Representatives. —AFP

Philippine leader seeks to end Muslim rebellion

Final state of the nation speech touches numerous topics

ADDIS ABABA: US President Barack Obama yesterday
praised key African ally Ethiopia for its fight against
Shebab militants in Somalia, but also challenged Addis
Ababa on its democratic record. Obama is on the first-
ever trip by a US president to Africa’s second most
populous nation, a close strategic partner for
Washington credited for beating back the Al-Qaeda-
affiliated Islamists but a country also much criticized
for its rights record.

“Part of the reasons we’ve seen this shrinkage of
Shebab in East Africa is that we’ve had our regional
teams,” Obama said, referring to African Union and
Somali government troops. “We don’t need to send our
own Marines in to do the fighting: the Ethiopians are
tough fighters,” Obama said, adding: “We’ve got more
work to do.  We have to now keep the pressure on.”

The Shebab has in recent days lost two key strong-
holds following a major offensive by AU troops-with
Ethiopians and their local allies credited with doing
much of the fighting.  While the United States does not
have boots on the ground, it carries out frequent
drone strikes against Shebab leaders.

Speaking after talks with Ethiopian Prime Minister
Hailemariam Desalegn, whose ruling party won 100
percent of seats in parliament two months ago,
Obama gave the blunt message that the country-while
credited with strong economic growth-needed to per-
form better on basic rights. “There is still more work to
do, and I think the prime minister is the first to admit
there is still more to do,” Obama said.

Rights groups have complained that Obama’s visit
to Addis Ababa could add credibility to a government
they accuse of suppressing democratic rights-includ-
ing the jailing of journalists and critics-with anti-terror-
ism legislation. “There are certain principles we think

have to be upheld,” Obama added.  “Nobody questions
our need to engage with large countries where we
may have differences on these issues. We don’t
advance or improve these issues by staying away.”

Democracy ‘not skin deep’ 
Hailemariam, however, pushed back against criti-

cism that his government has quashed opposition
voices and suppressed press freedom. “Our commit-
ment to democracy is real and not skin deep,” he insist-
ed, adding that Ethiopia is a “fledgling democracy, we
are coming out of centuries of undemocratic prac-
tices”.

The Ethiopian premier also said an independent
press-currently virtually non-existent-was needed. “For
us it’s very important to be criticized, because we also
get feedback to correct our mistakes. Media is one of
the institutions that have to be nurtured for democra-
cy,” Hailemariam said. But Ethiopian journalist Reeyot
Alemu, released from five years in jail earlier this
month, and who won a UN press freedom prize in
2013, dismissed the comments.

“They are not willing to do anything-still today they
are harassing and arresting people,” she told AFP,
adding that she would wait to see whether Ethiopia
keeps its word after Obama leaves. “If they (the US)
want to pressure the government, they can.” Obama
flew into a rainy Addis Ababa late Sunday after a land-
mark trip to Kenya, his father’s birthplace, where he
spoke frankly on human rights and corruption. Talks
on Monday were held in Ethiopia’s presidential palace,
a sprawling compound in the heart of Addis Ababa,
which still houses the country’s unique black-maned
Abyssinian lions in the grounds, once the symbol of
the “Lion of Judah”, former Emperor Haile Selassie.

Time for ‘breakthrough’ 
Obama held talks with regional leaders on the 19-

month-old civil war in South Sudan, attempting to build
African support for decisive action against the country’s
leaders if they reject an ultimatum to end the carnage by
August 17, a new deadline set by regional mediators. 

“On South Sudan, there was widespread unanimity
about the urgency and severity of the situation on the
ground,” a US official said, after a meeting lasting nearly
two hours. Signaling a deeper commitment to ending
violence that has killed tens of thousands of people and
forced more than two million from their homes, Obama is
understood to have increased pressure for tougher sanc-
tions and a possible arms embargo. He told reporters it
was now time for a “breakthrough” in peace efforts.

“The humanitarian situation is worsening,” he said.
“We don’t have a lot of time. The conditions on the
ground are getting much, much worse.” South Sudan’s
rivals-President Salva Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar,
who will not be at the meeting-effectively face an ultima-
tum, a “final best offer”, according to one senior adminis-
tration official.

Today, Obama will become the first US president to
address the African Union, the 54-member continental
bloc, at its gleaming Chinese-built headquarters. While
Kenya launched one of the biggest security operations
ever seen in Nairobi to host Obama from Friday evening
to Sunday, the habitual reach of Ethiopia’s powerful secu-
rity forces made for few obvious extra precautions ahead
of his arrival in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia has come far from
the global headlines generated by the 1984 famine,
experiencing near-double-digit economic growth and
huge infrastructure investment that have made it one of
Africa’s top-performing economies and a magnet for for-
eign investment. —AFP

Obama challenges Ethiopia 

on democracy, extremists

ADDIS ABABA: (From left to right) US President Barack Obama, African Union
Chairperson Dlamini Zuma, US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan
Donald Booth, and Uganda President Yoweri Museveni hold a meeting. —AFP

CAIRO: Arab League foreign ministers will meet in
Cairo early next month to discuss clashes involving
Israeli police at the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in
Jerusalem, a senior Palestinian official said yester-
day. Sunday’s incident saw Israeli police enter the
mosque, one of Islam’s holiest sites, as they
clashed with Palestinians angered by Jews’ access
to the compound on an annual day of Jewish
mourning.

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat told
reporters that foreign ministers from 15 Arab states
will meet on August 5 to discuss what he called the
“dangerous development” in Jerusalem. They will
discuss “Israeli escalations at Al-Aqsa mosque, con-
tinuing settlements, extra-judicial arrests and assas-
sinations and forced displacements” of Palestinians,

he said after meeting the league’s chief Nabil Al-
Arabi at its Cairo headquarters.

Erakat said the meeting had been called by
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas. The 15
ministers represent Arab countries involved in
the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative that calls for an
Israeli withdrawal from the Palestinian territories
in exchange for full normalisation of ties with the
Arab world. Israeli-Palestinian peace talks have
been comatose since a failed US diplomatic
effort in April last year, and a war in the Gaza
Strip last summer killed about 2,200 Palestinians.
The meeting will also discuss Palestinian recon-
ciliation efforts and a new Arab bid to end the
Israeli occupation through the United Nations,
Erakat said. —AFP

Arab ministers to meet 

after Jerusalem clashes
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YAOUND: Three villagers were behead-
ed during weekend raids in Cameroon
by Boko Haram insurgents from neigh-
boring Nigeria, who killed another four
people in a separate raid overnight,
security forces said yesterday. The first
attack took place on Sunday in the
neighboring villages of Tchebe-Tchebe
and Dzaba, about 10 kilometres from the
Nigerian border, said a security agent
based in the region.

The beheadings took place in Tchebe-
Tchebe. The assailants also set fire to
land owned by villagers as well as a
Catholic church, the source added. The
report was confirmed by another local
security source, who said that access to
the villages was difficult for troops
because of the mountainous terrain.
Another four people were killed
overnight in the town of Afade, much
farther north, near Lake Chad, Cameroon

police said.
“Boko Haram attacked the town of

Afade around one in the morning (yes-
terday),” a gendarmerie official said,
requesting anonymity. He said the
assailants torched police and military
facilities and slit an inmate’s throat.
Three other people in detention died in
the fire, a local humanitarian worker,
Mey Ali, told AFP. Sunday’s violence fol-
lowed a series of Boko Haram suicide

bombings in the far north of Cameroon,
which is taking part in a regional military
campaign against the extremists.

The cross-border region is frequently
attacked by Boko Haram, which
launched its campaign for a hardline
Islamic caliphate in northeastern Nigeria
in 2009, at an estimated cost of more
than 15,000 lives. On Saturday night, a
12-year-old girl blew herself up in the
town of Maroua, killing at least 20 peo-

ple and wounding 79 others in the fifth
suicide bombing in Cameroon in two
weeks.

Cameroonian authorities last week
extended a ban on the wearing of the
full Islamic veil to the east of the country
and the Littoral region in the southwest,
where the city of Douala is situated. The
ban, implemented because the garment
can conceal explosives, was already in
effect in Cameroon’s far north. —AFP 

Boko Haram behead three in Cameroon raid

SANAA: In this file photo, Shiite rebels known as Houthis hold up their weapons as they chant slogans during a rally against Saudi-led
airstrikes. — AFP  

Saudi ‘friendly fire’ kills 
loyalists despite truce

Ceasefire to allow desperately needed aid deliveries

NICOSIA: Rival Cypriot leaders yesterday
turned their sights on the hot-button issues
of property and territorial adjustment that
for decades have blocked any peace deal
on their divided island, the United Nations
said. Territorial adjustments and property
compensation remain the most complex
and divisive issues in the search for a com-
promise to end more than four-decade
division.

“Today’s meeting focused on issues of
property and criteria on territory,” UN envoy
Espen Barth Eide said after the latest round
of talks between Turkish Cypriot leader
Mustafa Akinci and his Greek Cypriot coun-
terpart Nicos Anastasiades at the UN-con-
trolled buffer zone in Nicosia. “Regarding
property, the leaders agreed that the indi-
vidual’s right to property is respected,” Eide
said in a statement issued on their behalf.

“Dispossessed owners and current users
shall have various choices regarding their
claims to affected properties. These differ-
ent choices shall include compensation,
exchange and reinstatement.” Eide said an
independent Property Commission will be
mandated to resolve property claims based
on mutually agreed criteria.

Tens of thousands of people were dis-
placed by the 1974 Turkish invasion, includ-
ing a population exchange which effective-
ly split the island between a Turkish Cypriot
north and a Greek Cypriot south. Allowing
as many Cypriots as possible to return
home while adequately compensating
those who cannot would boost the
prospects of a settlement.

The UN envoy said the leaders were

determined to keep up the pace and make
progress towards their shared vision of a
united, federal Cyprus. “The leaders also
underlined their commitment to maintain
the momentum of the process,” said Eide.
Many believe the good chemistry between
Anastasiades and Akinci can create the cli-
mate of trust needed to clinch a long-elu-
sive peace accord. Key issues that have
wrecked previous peace bids are deep-
rooted disagreements on territorial adjust-
ments, security, property rights and power
sharing in a reunited Cyprus.

Summer recess until Sept 1 
Eide also briefed the leaders on the

informal consultations he held in New York
with the United Nations Security Council
last week. “They welcomed the strong
expressions of support of the members of
the Council for a settlement in Cyprus,” said
the Norwegian diplomat. He said the
Security Council was “encouraged” by the
work of the two leaders and “recognised
the efforts they are making by thinking
about the big picture instead of insisting
on minor details”. The rival leaders are
scheduled to resume talks on September 1
and 14 after a summer recess. The latest
round of UN-brokered peace talks-widely
seen as the best chance in decades to
reunify Cyprus-were launched on May 15.

Any peace accord must be ratified by
Greek and Turkish Cypriots at the ballot
box. Cyprus has been divided since 1974,
when Turkish troops occupied its northern
third in response to an Athens-inspired
coup seeking union with Greece. — AFP 

ADEN: Warplanes from the Saudi-led coalition
fighting Iran-backed rebels in Yemen hit posi-
tions of pro-government forces by mistake yes-
terday despite a humanitarian truce, killing a
dozen people, military sources said. Clashes also
broke out on the ground in several areas of the
impoverished country in spite of UN calls for all
sides to respect a ceasefire to allow desperately
needed aid deliveries.

The Houthi Shiite rebels, who control swathes
of Yemen including the capital Sanaa, said they
had not been consulted about the truce that
began at midnight (Sunday 2100 GMT). The Arab
regional coalition, which has waged four months
of air strikes in support of exiled President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, announced the five-
day ceasefire to allow emergency supplies to
flow into the war-scarred nation.

It reserved the right to respond to “military
activity or movement”. Although there were no
reports of air strikes on the rebels yesterday, mil-
itary sources reported a “friendly fire” incident in
which coalition warplanes hit positions of Hadi
loyalists in the southern province of Lahj, killing
12 people.

At least 30 others were wounded in the
strikes on hills overlooking the rebel-held Al-
Anad airbase, as well as in nearby Radfan, the
sources said. There was no immediate comment
by the Saudi-led coalition. Overnight the

Houthis bombarded areas in the southern
provinces of Taez, Lahj and Dhaleh, according to
witnesses and military sources.

Rebel tanks fired on residential areas in Jebel
Sabr in Taez, sparking clashes with loyalist
troops, witnesses said. Military sources said 11
rebels, five civilians and four loyalists were killed.
Loyalists were reported to have seized territory
on the northern outskirts of Aden, after
expelling the rebels from the southern port city
last week following four months of ferocious
fighting. The pro-government forces have been
bolstered by new weaponry and armored vehi-
cles delivered by the coalition.

Truce ‘not long enough’ 
UN chief Ban Ki-moon on Sunday made a

plea for all sides to “agree to and maintain the
humanitarian pause for the sake of all the
Yemeni people”. But Mohammed Ali Al-Houthi,
the self-described “president of the High
Committee of the Revolution”, a body formed by
Houthi militants, said his group had not been
consulted by the UN about the ceasefire.

The group could therefore not give a “nega-
tive or positive” answer about the truce, he said.
The Red Cross called on all parties to respect the
ceasefire, and urged a longer truce. “We would
like to see a longer and stable truce, which is
respected from all sides to allow humanitarian

agencies to reach all affected areas,” said the Red
Cross spokesman in Sanaa, Adnan Hizam.

“Five days are not enough to cover the
humanitarian needs,” he told AFP. The United
Nations says the conflict has killed more than
3,640 people, around half of them civilians, since
late March. Johannes Van Der Klaauw, the UN
humanitarian coordinator for Yemen, made an
urgent appeal for humanitarian access, saying
after a visit to Aden that the city was “devastated”.  

“I repeat my plea to all parties of the conflict
to put an end to the attacks on civilians and to
end the destruction of critical infrastructure,
vital for supplying essential goods and services
to the civilian population,” he said in a state-
ment. “The UN and its partners are committed to
rapidly scaling up the humanitarian response
effort across the whole of Yemen,” he added.

A UN-declared six-day truce failed to take
hold earlier this month after it was ignored by
both the coalition and the rebels. Relief supplies,
however, have begun to trickle into Aden after
loyalist fighters secured the city, which had been
Hadi’s last refuge before he fled to Saudi Arabia
in March. Several ships have docked in Aden
since last Tuesday carrying thousands of tons of
aid supplies sent by the UN World Food
Programme and Gulf nations. But distributing
the aid, particularly outside the city, poses a
major challenge. — AFP

Cyprus tackle heated
issues in peace talks

Iran nuclear deal being 
compared to Holocaust

WASHINGTON: Republican presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee is likening the
agreement on an Iranian nuclear deal to
“marching the Israelis to the door of the
oven,” a reference to the Holocaust. The for-
mer Arkansas governor made the tweet
Sunday, a day after first making the compar-
ison when denouncing President Barack
Obama for his role in the agreement
reached July 14 by the United States and
five other world powers with Tehran.

Responding, Democratic National
Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman
Schultz said Huckabee’s statement was
“grossly irresponsible” and called on him to
apologize. But a Huckabee spokeswoman
said Sunday his comments reflect a long-
standing position that “the Iran deal is a bad
deal, bad for America and bad for Israel.”
Huckabee’s tweet called on Congress to
reject the nuclear deal.

“This president’s foreign policy is the
most feckless in American history,” Huckabee
said in an interview with Breitbart News
broadcast on Sirius/XM radio Saturday. “He’s
so naive he would trust the Iranians and he
would take the Israelis and basically march
them to the door of the oven.” Huckabee said
that “this Iran deal should be rejected by
both Democrats and Republicans.” “We for-
get Iranians have never kept a deal in 36
years under the ayatollah. There’s no reason
to think they will suddenly start doing it.”
Huckabee said of the deal: “I read the entire
thing. We gave away the whole farm. It’s got
to be stopped.” Huckabee’s comments come
as the Republican presidential candidates
struggle to break through with 16 presiden-
tial candidates already in the Republican
field, and one of those, New York business-
man Donald Trump, getting more attention
than most. —AP

LOS ANGELES: People walk past posters supporting politician Ted Cruz put up by the
‘StandWithUs’ group during a rally calling for the rejection of the proposed Iran
nuclear deal outside the Federal Building. — AFP 

Iraq Shiite chief sees no 
change in stance on IS

BAGHDAD: Hadi Al-Ameri, a top leader of
Iraq’s powerful Shiite paramilitaries, argued
yesterday there was no evidence Turkey
had changed its position on the Islamic
State jihadist group. “I think (the strikes)
Turkey carried out were to support to
Daesh (IS) and not what some had imag-
ined,” said Ameri,  a top leader of the
Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation)
force. Ameri was speaking after a meeting
in Baghdad between Iraqi Foreign Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari and his Iranian counter-
part Mohammad Javad Zarif.

A senior US official said yesterday that
Washington and Ankara had agreed to
work together to create an IS-free zone
along Turkey’s border with northern Syria.
But as Turkey launched its first air strikes
against IS on Friday, it also struck multiple
positions held by Kurdish groups spear-
heading the fight against the jihadists in
Syria and Iraq.

A military commitment against IS by

Turkey, which has long been accused of
covertly supporting the jihadists, is seen as
a potential game-changer in the war
against IS. Ameri, whose Hashed forces
have also been a key component of the
anti-IS war in Iraq, said the raids against the
PKK Turkish Kurdish rebels in Iraq showed
there was no U-turn from Ankara.

“Turkey has not changed its stance; it
carried out operations against the PKK,
which is fighting with the Kurds against
Daesh in Syria,” he said. “Turkey still sup-
ports IS right now,” he said. Before his meet-
ings in Baghdad, Zarif travelled to the holy
city of Najaf to brief Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani-the most revered Shiite cleric in
Iraq-on the nuclear deal Iran sealed with
Western powers earlier this month. Zarif
has been on a tour of the region, including
Kuwait and Qatar, aimed at easing concern
among Gulf nations over the nuclear deal,
which should see a gradual easing of crip-
pling economic sanctions on Tehran. —AFP  

RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories: A
Palestinian man fell to his death while trying
to escape Israeli forces who were attempting
to arrest him in the occupied West Bank early
yesterday, Israeli police said. It was the third
deadly arrest operation in less than a week.

Border police forces entered the Qalandia
refugee camp near Ramallah to arrest two
“suspected terror activists,” police said. One
of them was shot in the leg as he was run-
ning away across a roof, then fell to his death
as he tried to leap to another roof, they
added. Palestinians identified the dead man
as Mohammad Abu Latifa, 18. According to
sources in Qalandia, the Israeli forces raided
the camp shortly before dawn, with clashes
breaking out following the incident.

Police said the forces had called on Abu
Latifa to stop, before shooting at his lower
extremities. “Despite that, the suspect con-
tinued to run and when he attempted to get
to the roof of another building, he fell off it
and was mortally wounded,” a statement
said. A paramedic with the troops attempted
to treat Abu Latifa, but was forced to pro-
nounce him dead at the scene, police said.

The two suspects were suspected of hav-
ing “planned a terror attack in Israel,” accord-
ing to the statement. On Thursday, Israeli
forces shot dead a Palestinian in the south-
ern West Bank while arresting his son. On
Wednesday, troops shot dead a Palestinian
during clashes near the northern West Bank
city Jenin.

Israeli authorities say the arrest raids are
necessar y to detain suspec ts  and that
troops can face dangerous rioting during
the operations.  Palestinians, however, con-

demn the raids in the occupied territories,
and the Hamas and Islamic Jihad militant
groups hinted at revenge after Thursday’s
death. — AFP 

Palestinian killed during 
arrest attempt, says police 

RAMALLAH: Mourners take the last look at the body of Palestinian Mohammed Lafi Abu
Latifeh, 20, who was killed during an Israeli arrest raid, at a mosque during his funeral proces-
sion in the Qalandia refugee. — AP  
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LAFAYETTE: One was a talented artist
who sang in an all-female band and
planted trees to beautify her neighbor-
hood. Another was studying to be a radi-
ology technician and looking forward to
a future with a longtime boyfriend.

Jillian Johnson, 33, and Mayci Breaux,
21, were shot and killed last Thursday
while watching the movie “Trainwreck”
at The Grand 16 movie theater in
Lafayette, leaving stunned friends and
family questioning how two lives off to
such promising starts could end so tragi-
cally. Police say John Russell Houser, 59,
stood up about 20 minutes into the
movie and began firing before ultimate-
ly taking his own life.

Funerals for both women were sched-
uled yesterday. Friends of Johnson, like
Pudd Sharp, remembered her as a
woman of talent and warmth. At an

event to remember the victims he point-
ed out people wearing T-shirts she
designed and described her as a funny,
talented and welcoming woman. He said
she was a “tastemaker,” the type of per-
son that if you showed up at a club or
restaurant or an event and she was
there, you knew you were in the right
place.

‘Wrong place, wrong time’ 
“She was just a really nice person, just

in the horribly wrong place at the wrong
time,” Sharp said. Hundreds of mourners
turned out for a vigil Saturday night,
wearing T-shirts and holding signs with
the words “Lafayette Strong,” which has
become a rallying call in the wake of the
shootings.  Organizers played a record-
ing of a folksy ukulele-and-voice song
recorded by Johnson, who also played in

a local band called The Figs.
Joseph Shelvin, 66, was a neighbor of

the Johnson family. He said Johnson
spruced up the neighborhood by plant-
ing crepe myrtle trees. “The trees are
blooming. She helped motivate people
to do things. She got together about 100
kids from UL (University of Louisiana at
Lafayette), we all picked up trash, put it
to the street, and the city picked it up. It
was amazing to see the yards were
absolutely clean,” Shelvin said.

Breaux,  who was from Frank l in,
Louisiana, was studying to be a medical
radiology technician at Louisiana State
University-Eunice and was expected to
start next week doing clinical work at
a hospital in Lafayette - the same hos-
pital she was taken to Thursday after
she was fatally shot. In Franklin, an old
town in Louisiana’s sugar cane coun-

try, hundreds of mourners attended
visitation services for Breaux Sunday
evening. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal
also made an appearance at the funer-
a l  home,  but  did  not  speak with
media.

Anne Oestriecher,  a 52-year-old
cousin of Breaux said she had been
dat ing her  boyfr iend Matthew
Rodriguez for years before the two
went to the movie theater Thursday.
Rodriguez was shot in the chest but
survived. “They were planning their
life together; they were ready to get
out of school and get married and
start a family. And she and Matt went
to the movies,” said Oestriecher who
spoke with tears on her face. Breaux
had a younger sister and older brother
and “tons of cousins” Oestriecher said,
adding she would miss Breaux’s smile

the most.
“She was the quiet one; she was the

one, everybody is running around like
crazy, she would sit there quietly and
just be enjoying everybody and enjoy-
ing everything and then suddenly bust
out laughing because somebody said
something that made her smile,” she
said.  The Frank l in-Banner Tr ibune
reported that Breaux was voted “Most
Beautiful” by her senior class and was
crowned Carnival Queen in 2012. She
also worked at  Coco Eros Fashion
Boutique in Lafayette for about a year
where she was remembered as a cheer-
ful woman with a generous smile for
customers and those with whom she
worked. “Everyone at the store would
remember her,” said Thea St Germain,
24. “She was that kind of person to
leave an impression on you.” —AP 

Two lives cut short: Remembering the young women shot at movies

GUADALAJARA: A young man protests against last year’s disappearance and presumed slaughter of 43 college students during a demonstra-
tion against missing people. — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: The search for 43 missing college
students in the southern state of Guerrero has
turned up at least 60 clandestine graves and 129
bodies over the last 10 months, Mexico’s attor-
ney general’s office says. None of the remains
has been connected to the youths who disap-
peared after a clash with police in the city of
Iguala on Sept 26, and authorities do not believe
any will be.  

Prosecutors say the students were turned
over to a drug gang that killed them and inciner-
ated their bodies in a case that has put attention
on the huge number of people who have gone
missing in Guerrero and other Mexican states
where drug violence is widespread.

The number of bodies and graves found from
October to May could possibly be higher than in
its report, the attorney general’s office said,
because its response to a freedom of informa-

tion request from The Associated Press covers
only those instances in which its mass grave spe-
cialists got involved. Federal authorities began
turning up unmarked graves after beginning an
investigation into the disappearance of the 43
young men following the confrontation
between students and police that resulted in six
confirmed deaths in Iguala, a municipality of
120,000 people 200 kilometers south of Mexico
City.

Gangs and cartels 
More than 20,000 people are listed as missing

across Mexico, and there are many “disappeared”
in Guerrero, a state that is a major opium pro-
ducer and the battleground among several car-
tels warring over territory and drug smuggling
routes. The government has said there is no evi-
dence the 43 students were involved in the drug

trade, but says they were mistaken for a rival
gang. Many people are questioning the govern-
ment’s version of happened to the students,
including parents and the National Human
Rights Commission, which last week issued a
report outlining at least 30 omissions in the
investigation that would help determine the
youths’ fate. Some were very basic investigation
procedures that were never performed.

On Sunday, a few hundred people led by par-
ents of the missing youths marched in Mexico
City to call  for justice in the case.
Demonstrations have been held on the 26th of
each month since the incident. Of the 129
remains found in the graves, 112 were men, 20
women and the rest are undetermined, accord-
ing to the information released by the attorney
general’s office. Authorities listed only 16 of the
remains as identified as of July 13. —AP 

Mexico search for missing 
students finds 129 bodies

More than 20,000 people are listed as missing

Satanic Church unveils new
public sculpture in Detroit

DETROIT: A Satanic organization unveiled
a controversial bronze Baphomet sculpture
in Detroit just before midnight on Saturday,
after trying in vain to have it installed near
a 10 Commandments monument in
Oklahoma. Due to planned demonstra-
tions, the group, which is opposed to Bible-
themed displays on government land, kept
the location of the unveiling of its 9-foot-
tall  monument secret until  the last
moment, when it emailed the information
to ticket holders. The Satanic Church
unveiled the one-ton statue at an industrial
building near the Detroit River just before
11:30 pm local time as supporters cheered,
“Hail Satan.” Some of the hundreds in atten-
dance rushed to pose for photos.

The statue of a winged Baphomet with a
human body and a goat’s head resembled
a design the group previously released.
Statues of a boy and a girl stood in poses of
adoration on either side. Jex Blackmore,
director of the Satanic Temple Detroit
chapter, said temple members planned to
transport the sculpture to Arkansas, where
earlier this year the governor signed a bill
authorizing a 10 Commandments monu-
ment on the State Capitol’s grounds.

The Church had unsuccessfully applied
to have the statue placed near a 10
Commandments monument installed in
2012 on the Oklahoma State Capitol
grounds. The Oklahoma Supreme Court
recently ruled the 10 Commandments
monument violates a section of the state
constitution that bans the use of state
property for the benefit of a religion.

Lawmakers in the socially conservative
state responded with threats to seek the
impeachment of the court’s justices and
pledged to push for changes to the consti-
tution. Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a
Republican, said she will keep the monu-
ment in place as the state appeals the deci-
sion. On Saturday, the presentation of
Baphomet in Detroit drew protest from
local Christians. About 50 people prayed
for the city and denounced the monument
outside a business where the Satanic
Temple previously tried to display the stat-
ue before fears of a backlash scuttled the
plan. “The last thing we need in Detroit is
having a welcome home party for evil,” said
Reverend Dave Bullock, a pastor at Greater
St Matthew Baptist Church in Highland
Park, Michigan. — Reuters 

ADDIS ABABA: President Barack Obama deliv-
ered a withering critique of the vitriol-filled 2016
US presidential debate yesterday, saying its tone
was not worthy of voters. With 18 months left at
the White House, Obama hit out at “outrageous”
attention-grabbing attacks, which he said “have
become all too commonplace” in America’s acer-
bic and highly polarized politics.

“We are creating a culture that is not con-
ducive to good policy or good politics,” Obama
said. “The American people deserve better,”
Obama said. He zeroed in on Republican presi-
dential candidates Donald Trump and Mike
Huckabee.  Speaking in Ethiopia, Obama berat-
ed Huckabee for his suggestion that a nuclear
deal between Iran would march Israelis to the
“door of the oven.”

The 44th US president described that as part
of a “general pattern” that would be “considered
ridiculous if it weren’t so sad”. Obama is lobbying
hard for the Iran deal, which is seen by aides as a
signature achievement of his presidency. The
deal would place curbs on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for relief from US and interna-
tional sanctions, ending more than a decade of
tensions.

But Republicans have resoundingly rejected
the agreement-saying Iran should completely
dismantle its nuclear program-and made it a
central topic in the election campaign. Obama
also took issue with Trump’s “outrageous” com-
ments criticizing the war record of Republican
Senator John McCain, who was a prisoner of war
in Vietnam.

Obama said that McCain, who he beat in
2008 to become president, was “somebody who
endured torture and conducted himself with
exemplary patriotism.” Trump’s brash rhetoric
has made him a gadfly with the Republican
Party establishment, but it has also earned him
frequent and prominent television spots on
celebrity obsessed US news channels.

Despite the disapproval of party heavy-
weights, the trash-talking billionaire is polling

well with voters angry with Republican Party
leadership. A poll released Sunday showed him
with a big lead in New Hampshire, a key early
primary state. “ These are leaders of the
Republican party,” Obama said. “It’s not the kind
of leadership that is needed for America right
now and I don’t think that’s what anybody;
Democrat, Republican or independent is looking
for.” 

Obama has long been irked by sharp edged

Republican rhetoric, which has cast him as for-
eigner born in Kenya, and more recently, a state
sponsor of terror. But on a landmark visit to
Africa, he perhaps has a glimmer of a political
opportunity to turn the tables. “Presidential
debates deserve better,” he said.  “In 18 months,
I’m turning over the keys. I want to make sure I’m
turning over the keys to somebody who’s serious
about the serious problems the country faces
and the world faces.” —AFP 

Moral Monday leader inspires 
protests, arrests and action

GOLDSBORO: The Rev William Barber
walks gingerly with a cane, in a hunched-
over posture, yet here he is on a recent
Monday, leading 3,500 protesters on a
downtown street. He says God must have a
sense of humor to call on a man who has
such difficulty walking to lead the Moral
Monday protests that began in North
Carolina two years ago.

Barber’s speeches and his throwback
tactics - in vogue again following several
deaths of black men at the hands of police -
draw comparisons to the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. More than 1,000 demonstra-
tors have been arrested for civil disobedi-
ence in North Carolina since Barber, presi-
dent of the state NAACP, started the legisla-
tive protests. The demonstrations have
spread to at least half a dozen other states
and given him minor celebrity status.
Supporters wear “I went to jail with Rev
Barber” buttons. Barber, 51, has been jailed
five times himself.

“What I know is what we are in is a time
when we can’t afford to be silent,” Barber
said, perched against a tall stool in his
office at his church in Goldsboro. “We are
battling for the soul and consciousness of
this country.” The protests target conserva-
tive politics and Republicans, who took
control of the North  Carolina Statehouse
and governor’s office in 2013, and cover
everything from redistricting to labor laws
to women’s rights, gay rights and the envi-
ronment. Moral Mondays are the legislative
protest piece of the broader Forward
Together movement led by the NAACP,
which is in court over the state’s new vot-
ing law and will be back in court next
month to challenge redistricting.

Not worth the time
Detractors accuse Barber of grandstand-

ing or say he is continuously repeating him-
self and not worth their time. A former state
senator once called his movement “Moron
Monday.” His supporters say his leadership
is reminiscent of both King and Ella Baker,
who helped form the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee in 1960. “I think
he’s tremendously courageous,” said Eddie
Glaude Jr., a religion and African-American
studies professor at Princeton University.
“He’s concerned about the state of black
America, the state of brown America. He’s

concerned about the LGBTQ community.
He’s concerned about the most marginal-
ized.” Scholar and civil rights activist Cornel
West, who is friends with Barber, describes
him as “the only King-like figure we have in
the country right now.” “I have just been
overwhelmed by his intellectual and spiritu-
al power,” West said.

To understand Barber’s desire to help
the disenfranchised is to know his father’s
influence.  Almost every story Barber tells
somehow references Buster Barber, who
would point to Jesus’ first sermon, when he
said he had been anointed “to proclaim
good news to the poor.” “And my father was
very clear that to be Christian, to follow
Jesus is to be concerned about the weighti-
er matters of the law, of justice and mercy,”
Barber said.

The n-word
He was 4 years old when his parents

returned from Indianapolis to his father’s
roots in eastern North Carolina, called there
by local leaders who wanted their help
with desegregating the schools. His father,
now deceased, was an educator and minis-
ter, and his 81-year-old mother has worked
as a secretary in schools. Students once
called his mother the n-word, Barber said;
now their children and grandchildren call
her Mother Barber. He took his parents’ les-
sons about equality to heart, becoming the
first black student elected 

alone as student body president of
Plymouth High school; previously, a white
student and a black student had shared the
position. He understood the value of edu-
cation and got a doctoral degree. He can
speak thoughtfully and quietly, quoting the
Bible, the Constitution and poets, or he can
jump and shout, and he often does during
speeches.

Willie Jennings, a professor at Duke
University, is one of Barber’s closest friends.
They got to know each other when Barber
was getting his master’s degree in divinity
at Duke and Jennings was a doctoral stu-
dent. “William has, for many years, even
before Moral Monday, he has always spo-
ken to people with power, whether they be
political figures, military,” Jennings said. “He
has always spoken to them and challenged
them to give account of how what they do
will help poor people.”—AP 

RALEIGH: In this Wednesday, June 24, 2015 photo, Rev. William Barber speaks at
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church. — AP 

Obama slams tone of presidential debate

ADDIS ABABA:  US President Barack Obama speaks during a joint press conference. — AFP  
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MOGADISHU: Somalia’s president yesterday
gave a defiant warning to Shebab insurgents
a day after they killed at least 13 people in a
bomb attack on a hotel that houses several
diplomatic missions. The suicide vehicle
attack, the latest in a string of bomb blasts
and killings in the war-torn Horn of Africa
nation, came as US President Barack Obama
left  neighboring Kenya and headed to
Ethiopia, both key nations contributing
troops to the African Union force battling the
Al-Qaeda-affiliated Shebab.

The White House strongly condemned
Sunday’s “abhorrent” attack. “The devastation
was huge, and so far 13 people, all of them
innocent civilians, have been confirmed
dead,” Somali government security officer
Ahmed Ali said. “Some of the wounded died
last night, while other bodies were recovered
under the wreckage of nearby buildings.”
Initial reports had put the death toll at six.

The Jazeera Palace hotel is home to the
diplomatic missions of China, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates, and is popular among
Somali government officials and foreign visi-
tors.  Beij ing said yesterday one of its
embassy staff was killed and three others
slightly wounded. AU troops helped rescue
survivors, including Kenya’s ambassador to
Somalia, spokesman Paddy Ankunda said.
The hotel has also been the target of Shebab
attacks in the past, including in 2012 when
suicide bombers stormed the hotel while

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud was
inside.

‘Callous attacks’ 
Mohamud condemned Sunday’s bombing.

“This was an attack on a symbol-the Jazeera
Hotel was a place where the international
community met their counterparts in Somali
politics, business and civil society,” he said in a
statement yesterday. 

“But I have a message for the terrorists: the
Jazeera Palace will be rebuilt and it will soon
be back in business. That is how we respond
to callous attacks such as this-attacks that, as
is so often the case, harm only innocent
Somali citizens and our international col-
leagues who are here to help.”

Journalist Mohamed Abdikarim, who
worked for Universal TV, was also among
those killed, the National Union of Somali
Journalists said in a message of condolence to
his family. The Shebab said the suicide
bomber had attacked the hotel “in retaliation
for the killing of dozens of innocent civilians”
they claimed had died during attacks last
week by Ethiopian forces against Shebab
bases in southern Somalia.

The hotel was torn apart by the explosion,
demolishing the side of the six-storey build-
ing and sending a thick plume of smoke high
into the air, AFP reporters said.  “This attack is
yet another reminder of the unconscionable
atrocities that terrorist groups continue to

perpetrate against the people of Somalia,” US
National Security Council spokesman Ned
Price said in a statement.

‘Effective control’ 
The Shebab are fighting to overthrow

Somalia’s Western-backed government which
is propped up and protected by the 22,000-
strong AMISOM force. The US president,
speaking in Nairobi on Saturday, said that
while the Shebab had been “weakened”, the
overall security threat posed by the group
remained.

“We have been able to decrease their effec-
tive control within Somalia and have weak-
ened those networks operating here in East
Africa. That doesn’t mean the problem is
solved,” Obama said. “We can degrade signifi-
cantly the capacity of the terrorist organiza-
tions, but they can still do damage,” he added.
Somali government and AMISOM troops last
week launched a fresh offensive aimed at
flushing the insurgents out of rural areas in
southern Somalia, in an operation involving
Ethiopian and Kenyan forces.

Deployed to Somalia since 2007, AMISOM
has helped push back Shebab across much of
the country’s south, retaking towns and terri-
tory the group had held for years. US drone
strikes have also taken their toll on Shebab,
killing senior commanders, including the
group’s leader Ahmed Godane in September
last year. — AFP 

Somali president defiant after 

Shebab bomb diplomats’ hotel
Hotel housing diplomatic missions leaves 13 dead 

MOGADISHU: Mourners pray over the bodies of journalists Mohamed Abdikarim Moallim Adam, a reporter for the London-based Universal television,
and Abdihakin Mohamed Omar, a producer for the Somali Broadcasting Corporation, at their funeral. — AP  

NAIROBI: The crowd was always going to be
onside, but US President Barack Obama was
in typically inspirational form when he visited
Kenya this weekend, the country where his
father was born. Addressing a crowd of thou-
sands-and millions more on television and
radio-Obama raised a cheer by declaring him-
self “proud to be the first Kenyan-American
president of the United States”. But he also
addressed some of the fundamental prob-
lems in Kenyan society, raising hopes that his
words might be heard by Kenya’s rulers as
much as its people, encouraging much-need-
ed change in the country. Obama spoke
repeatedly throughout the weekend about
the corruption that blights every aspect of life
in Kenya, describing it as possibly “the
biggest impediment” to Kenyan growth.

Veteran anti-corruption activist John
Githongo said Obama, “got it totally right,”
pointing out that Kenya is sliding down
Transparency International’s annual corrup-
tion index, “for the first time since the 1990s”.
“We’re below Nigeria now,” he said of the
2014 survey that placed Kenya 145th out of
174, with Nigeria at 136, Kenya’s position the
previous year. While welcoming Obama’s out-
spokenness on the corrosive effects of cor-
ruption, Githongo said he could have done
more.

“Obama talked about all the right issues
but he let the government off lightly,” said
Githongo. The ethnic divisions at the heart of
Kenyan politics came to the fore after the
2007 elections when politically-motivated
tribal violence left over 1,000 people dead. “A
politics that’s based solely on tribe and eth-
nicity is a politics that’s doomed to tear a
country apart,” Obama said. Sitting nearby
were President Uhuru Kenyatta and Deputy
President William Ruto, both of whom were
indicted for crimes against humanity for their
alleged roles in the post-election violence of
2007-08. The case against Kenyatta has been
suspended while Ruto’s continues.

Back to business 
“Obama could have been stronger on

corruption, on tribalism,” said Githongo. Nor

did Obama speak strongly enough on civil
society and media freedoms, Githongo said.
“There is a very strong feeling that media
and civil society are currently under siege,”
he said. Shortly before Obama arrived in
Kenya, the Committee to Protect Journalists
issued a report warning of a “deteriorating
climate” for press freedom in Kenya.

Women’s rights occupied a long stretch
of Obama’s speech on Sunday. “Treating
women as second class citizens is a bad tra-
dition,” he said, adding that to ignore half a
country ’s population is “stupid”. Kenyan
activists welcomed the focus on gender
equality, including the mention of endemic
wife-beating and the practice of female gen-
ital mutilation.

“It is my hope that his speech will encour-
age our policymakers to implement very
progressive policies,” said Yvette Kathurima,
of women’s rights group FEMNET. “As a coun-
try we must embrace women’s equal leader-
ship and participation.” Boniface Mwangi, a
prominent Kenyan social activist who also
met with Obama, agreed that it is Kenya’s
leaders who most need to listen to Obama’s
messages.

“Kenyans are very happy with Obama’s
strong statements against corruption and
we hope our president will now take the war
against graft seriously,” said Mwangi, who is
well known for his colourful protests that
have included delivering pigs and coffins to
Kenya’s parliament. “Obama’s visit has ener-
gised the Kenyan youth to demand better
from their leaders,” he said. Obama’s visit and
his tough-love messages on corruption, trib-
alism and sexism have raised hopes that
Kenya may see change, rather than a contin-
uation of business as usual. 

But Kenyans are realistic about their
leaders and their government, and so the
hopes of change are frail.  The day after
Obama left for neighboring Ethiopia on the
second leg of his Africa tour, a cartoon in
the Daily Nation newspaper depicted a
Kenyan civi l  ser vant,  feet on his  desk ,
declaring that “with Obama gone we got no
one to impress”. — AFP 

BERLIN: A Germany-based international tribunal
said yesterday it would open hearings next
month on a deadly 2012 maritime incident that
sparked a diplomatic dispute between Italy and
India. Two Italian marines serving aboard an oil
tanker as part of an anti-piracy mission allegedly
fired the shots that killed two Indian fishermen
on a boat off India’s southern Kerala state.

The Hamburg-based International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea said its president, Judge
Vladimir Golitsyn, would on August 10 open a
public hearing expected to last two days. India
detained the two marines days after the
February 2012 shootings and a trial in its courts
is pending. I taly has argued the shooting
occurred in international waters and should be
dealt with under the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea. 

In its request to the Hamburg tribunal, Italy
demanded that “India shall refrain from taking or
enforcing any judicial or administrative meas-
ures” against the marines. It also asked that
“restrictions on the liberty, security and move-
ment of the marines be immediately lifted”.

One of the servicemen, Massimiliano Latorre,
was last year allowed to temporarily return to

Italy for medical treatment and is still there. The
other, Salvatore Girone, has been living at Italy’s
embassy in New Delhi. Italy, in its statement, said
the MV Enrica Lexie “was transiting approximate-
ly 20.5 nautical miles off the coast of Kerala” en
route from Sri Lanka to Djibouti at the time of
the incident.

It said the radar of the Italian-flagged oil
tanker then showed an unidentified craft about
2.8 nautical miles away and “heading rapidly
towards the MV Enrica Lexie”. The marines
“assessed that it was on collision course with the
Enrica Lexie and that this modus operandi was
consistent with a pirate attack”, the Italian state-
ment said.

“The craft continued to head towards the
Enrica Lexie despite sustained visual and audito-
ry warnings from the Enrica Lexie and the firing
of warning shots into the water” before it even-
tually “turned away and headed towards the
open sea”, the statement said. Italian Foreign
Minister Paolo Gentiloni yesterday confirmed
“the government’s commitment to defend the
arguments of marines Massimiliano Latorre and
Salvatore Girone at the international bodies we
have decided to turn to”. — AFP 

Senior British lord

exposed in ‘drugs and

prostitutes’ romp

LONDON: A senior member of Britain’s House of Lords responsible for
upholding standards was facing calls to quit the chamber yesterday after he
was filmed allegedly snorting drugs off a prostitute’s breasts. Lord John Sewel
resigned as deputy speaker of parliament’s upper house after a sting in The
Sun newspaper on Sunday but remains under pressure to stand down from
the chamber altogether. Parliamentary authorities have called in the police
after the tabloid released footage showing him partying semi-nude with two
women and snorting a white powder, alleged to be cocaine. The video
showed the married 69-year-old father sniffing powder from a woman’s
breasts with a five-pound ($7.75, seven-euro) note.

The former government minister is also seen relaxing in an orange bra
and leather jacket belonging to one of the prostitutes in a picture published
on Monday. Lord Speaker Baroness Frances D’Souza said the matter would be
passed on to police, saying the “revelations about the behavior of Lord Sewel”
were both “shocking and unacceptable”.

“These serious allegations will be referred to the House of Lords
Commissioner for Standards and the Metropolitan Police for investigation as
a matter of urgency,” she said. If he is found to have breached the code of con-
duct, Sewel could become the first peer to be expelled from parliament
under rules he helped to introduce. In the video, Sewel is heard discussing the
allowance he gets as a peer and telling the two women: “it pays for this”. A for-
mer lecturer, Sewel was appointed to the House of Lords since 1996 and
served as a junior minister in the Scotland office under the Labor government
of prime minister Tony Blair. Labor lawmaker John Mann called for Sewel to
retire from the Lords immediately to save himself “further embarrassment”.
“He chaired the committee that makes the decisions on discipline,” the mem-
ber of the lower House of Commons said. “He cannot possibly go in front of
his own committee and expect a serious hearing... He is a disgrace. He should
retire and resign immediately.” — AFP 

Nigerian voodoo

practising sex 

traffickers arrested 

MADRID: A man and a woman of Nigerian origin have been
arrested over claims that they forced Nigerian women into pros-
titution and deployed voodoo to keep their victims under their
control, Spanish police said Sunday. The two suspects were
arrested on a warrant issued by Norway after a Nigerian woman
lodged a complaint against them in Oslo.  Spanish police said
the pair promised their victims, who were living in extreme
poverty, a job and that they would cover their travel expenses.
They would then force them to become prostitutes.

The young Nigerian woman who filed the complaint had
herself been lured in 2011 to Spain by a woman who promised
her work. When she arrived in Spain, however, she was kid-
napped and held in an apartment on the southern edge of
Madrid. Her abductor then forced her to work as a prostitute in
several Spanish cities, as well as Bordeaux in France and finally
Oslo, claiming she was owed a 60,000-euro ($66,000) debt).

“The ‘madam’ and her accomplices had control over her,
using all methods of aggression and threats and resorting to
traditional Juju voodoo practices, including animal sacrifices,”
the police said. In these rites, the victims are forced to take a
pledge of obedience, which they are then persuaded into
believing that they would fall ill or become insane if they fail to
obey, according to Amnesty International.  The two suspects
were arrested at their home with police finding false identity
documents and several objects linked to the rituals there.  Six
Nigerians including four women were convicted in France last
month over similar charges. Also in June, Spanish police dis-
mantled a trafficking ring that they said used voodoo rituals to
force women into prostitution. — AFP 

Maritime court will hear 

Italy-India shooting case

KERALA: This file picture taken on February 16, 2012 shows the Italian oil tanker Enrica Lexie (left) as an
Indian coastguard vessel patrols in waters off India’s southern state of Kerala. — AFP  

Hopes in Kenya that Obama’s

visit leaves more than words

NAIROBI: President Barack Obama waves as he arrives to deliver a speech at Safaricom
Indoor Arena. — AP 

MADRID: Security experts and ministers gather in Madrid yesterday
for two days of UN-sponsored talks on how to stop radicals leaving
their countries to join armed jihadist groups abroad. Spain’s govern-
ment said it will also chair a meeting of the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Committee today, the day after the talks involving interna-
tional experts. Spain this year sits on the UN Security Council and has
launched a crackdown on “homegrown” jihadists, who it says are leav-
ing to fight with the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria. It will host
discussions on ways to stop jihadists becoming radicalized and travel-
ling abroad as “foreign terrorist fighters” (FTF) — and how to prose-
cute and rehabilitate those that return.

The UN said in a statement the meetings aimed to “produce a set
of strategies and techniques to guide member states in their efforts
to address the FTF threat”. Such fighters “represent one of the most
pressing and worrying threats to international peace and security,”

Madrid added in a statement. Countries must cooperate “to work
against these terrorist organizations as quickly and fluidly” as the
armed groups operate, said Jean-Paul Laborde, the UN committee’s
executive director. More than 200 experts from 70 countries and
about 30 interior and foreign affairs ministers or their deputies are
due to attend the two days of meetings. Officials say between 25,000
and 31,000 such fighters have headed to war zones to join the
Islamic State group, also known by the acronym Daesh. These
include hundreds from European countries such as Britain, France,
Germany and Spain. Laborde said leaders need to study “the reasons
why young people are drawn to Daesh, and how that can be han-
dled”. The UN Security Council in September 2014 adopted a resolu-
tion calling on member states to take measures to stem the flow of
foreign fighters, fearing that they may return to launch attacks in
their home countries. — AFP 

UN meets in Spain to tackle 

‘foreign terrorist fighters’
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ISLAMABAD: When Pakistan resumed
executions after the massacre of 134
pupils at an army-run school last
December, the government promised
hangings would help deter Islamist mili-
tants. A Reuters analysis of 180 people
hanged since late December, however,
shows that fewer than one in six were
linked to militancy.

Hangings are set to resume this week
after a hiatus for the Muslim month of
fasting, and the findings raise questions
over whether Pakistan’s capital punish-
ment is having the desired effect.
Lawyers and rights groups say several
cases that ended in execution had seri-
ous legal shortcomings, and although
the campaign is broadly popular at
home it has drawn condemnation from
international partners.

Within six months, Pakistan has
become the world’s third-ranking coun-
try in terms of executions, behind China
and Iran. Of 180 people executed since
January, 29 were convicted of assassina-
tions or assassination attempts, sectari-
an murders, a hijacking or killing of secu-
rity officials - falling under a broad defi-

nition of militancy. Almost all were
hanged immediately after the massacre.
Since then, most executions were of
murderers with no militant links. Officials
say the death penalty has deterred mili-
tant attacks. “You’ve seen the number of
terrorist attacks going down drastically,”
the prime minister’s special assistant for
law, Ashtar Ausaf Ali, told Reuters. “One
of the reasons is fear.  Fear of being exe-
cuted.” 

Link in doubt
He did not provide figures, but the

executions coincide with a steady fall in
militant attacks since 2010, when the
military began seizing territory from
Taleban insurgents. A further crack-
down launched a year ago was another
factor. There was no dramatic decline
this year, however, suggesting the link
to executions was “not major”, said
Muhammad Amir Rana, head of the
Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies,
which runs a database on militant
attacks. That showed 976 people died
in the first six months of 2014, 747 in
the second six months of 2014 and 612
in the first six months of 2015.

The Taleban and other militants
scoffed at the idea that hanging might
stop them. “When we can blow up our-
selves to hit targets and embrace mar-
tyrdom, how can hangings scare us?”
one militant asked. The interior ministry
did not respond to requests for com-
ment for this article. One senior security
official said the death penalty was
designed to quench public thirst for
vengeance after the school massacre,
while at the same time leaving militant
groups deemed useful untouched.

Some militants have historic links
with Pakistan’s powerful armed forces
and intelligence, which used them as
proxy forces against arch-rival India.
Several banned groups still operate
freely and hold public rallies. “It was
never meant for militants, and if it was,
it was only for those few who were no
longer dancing to our tune,” said the
official, who asked not to be named
because of the sensitivity of the matter.

The military did not respond to
requests for comment, but has denied
operational links to militants. Ali said
many jailed militants had appeals

pending, and they would be executed if
the appeals failed. About 100 cases
have gone to secret military courts set
up after the Peshawar attack and 27
judgments have been passed, Ali said.
The case files are secret. Pakistan’s anti-
quated and overburdened justice sys-
tem does not have public data on exe-
cutions, the number of people on
death row and the crimes for which
they are being held.

“Staggering incompetence”
European legislator Richard Howitt

said the hangings were “a cause of great
European concern” and could endanger
a tax break for Pakistan linked to human
rights. The “GSP plus” status gives
Pakistani manufacturers favorable
access to European markets and gener-
ated more than a billion dollars in
increased trade for Pakistan last year.

“I want to appeal to Pakistan to
refrain from further executions which
could indeed impinge renewal of trade
preferences with the EU,” he told Reuters.
Human rights lawyer Saroop Ijaz has
worked on dozens of death penalty

appeals, and says an overwhelming
number show “staggering incompe-
tence” in the criminal justice system.

Police rarely gather evidence, he said,
instead relying on witnesses who may
be bribed or intimidated. Some defen-
dants are tried in a language they do
not speak, and some say they were tor-
tured into confessing. Poor defendants
are represented by public defence
lawyers, typically paid 10-14,000 rupees
($100-$140) a month. They often don’t
show up.

Naval officer Zulfiqar Ali Khan was
hanged after being convicted of a dou-
ble murder 16 years ago. His lawyers said
he was defending himself during a rob-
bery. His court-appointed lawyer did not
meet him once outside of court, present
evidence in his defence or properly chal-
lenge witness statements, said legal aid
group Justice Project Pakistan. “Poverty
did not allow us to hire a private lawyer
at any stage,” said Khan’s brother Abdul
Qayyum, a low-paid clerk. “I cannot for-
get the moment I received the body of
my brother... I will take the sense of loss
and helplessness to my grave.”  —Reuters

Militants in the minority in Pakistan executions

PULI JHUMRI: An Afghan wounded teenager lies on a bed in a hospital. —AP

KABUL: The weapons of Afghanistan’s
long decades of war can be seen
almost everywhere, from the burned-
out hulks of Soviet tanks to the
Kalashnikov assault rifles slung over
policemen’s shoulders and helicopter
gunships roaring overhead.

It should be no surprise then
that young children play “police
and Taleban,” chasing each other
around with toy guns and
weaponry designed to mimic the
real thing. And like the real war,
there have been casualties.  At
least 184 people, nearly all chil-
dren, suffered eye injuries over the
recent Eid Al-Fitr holiday from toy
weapons that fire BB pellets and
rubber shot, health officials said. In
response, authorities have banned
toy guns.

“The Afghan Interior Ministry
orders all police forces to confis-
cate toy guns, which can lead to
physical and psychological dam-
age to people,” the order read. It
didn’t elaborate on what psycho-
logical damage the toy guns can
cause.  The noise of gunfire is
almost unmistakable to most
Afghans, and unlike in the US,
there have been no prominent
cases of police officers here killing
children brandishing toy
Kalashnikovs or plastic pistols.

Afghans have grown familiar
with firearms over long decades of
war, from the 1979 Soviet invasion
and the resulting insurgency to
the civil war and the rise of the
Taleban in the 1990s. The US-led
invasion in 2001 after the Sept 11
terror attacks introduced the pop-
ulation to a new host of arma-
ments, from the M4 rifles carried
by American soldiers to the heavy-
duty armored vehicles known as
MRAPs chugging down city
streets.

Warning parents 
The toy guns come mostly

from China and neighboring
Pakistan, and many were given to
young boys as gifts during the
recent Eid, or festival, that marks
the end of  the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan. Authorities
had tried to warn parents about
the dangers the guns pose before
the holiday.

“An awareness video was pre-
pared as an initiative to inform
people how much these toy guns
can be dangerous,” said Dr Abdul
Rahim Majeed, the program man-
ager  for  the publ ic  Noor Eye

Hospital. “Unfortunately, the fami-
lies did not take it seriously and
didn’t pay attention to this impor-
tant message and it caused many
people to get injured and come to
hospitals for treatments.”

Majeed said many of  those
injured by toy guns came to Noor,
which treated 116 cases during
this most recent holiday - double
the number from last year. He said
the national  f igure of  those
injured likely was higher, as some
may have not sought treatment
or gone to private clinics. Since
the ban went into effect, police
have been told to search shops

and seize toy guns from children,
but the Interior Ministry could not
offer any statistic for the number
confiscated.

Parents like Shakib Nasery, a
38-year-old father of two, wel-
comed the effort to destroy the
toy guns. Any reduction of vio-
lence in the insurgency-wracked
country - even if just children’s
play - would be good, he said. “It
is not good for a society to have
kids with such mentality of using
guns or  playing gun batt les,”
Nasery said. “Unfortunately, this is
the negative impact of an ongo-
ing war in our country.”  —AP

Afghanistan commences ban 

on toy guns and weaponry

‘Lead to physical, psychological damage to people’

KABUL: In this Saturday, July 25, 2015 photo, an Afghan boy plays with his friends using a toy
gun. —AP

KUNDUZL: At least 22 people were killed
when a gunfight broke out at a wedding
party in northern Afghanistan, officials
said yesterday, highlighting the fragile
security situation in the war-torn country.
The clash, which officials blamed on quar-
rels between guests, erupted late Sunday
in Deh Salah district in the once-tranquil
province of Baghlan.

The province has recently been plagued
by growing insecurity as the Taliban insur-
gency rapidly spreads north from its
southern and eastern strongholds. “As a
result of the clashes, 20 people were killed
and 10 others were wounded,” provincial
police spokesman Jawed Basharat told
AFP, adding that the incident appeared to
be the result of a local dispute.

Armed men traded verbal barbs before
the gunfight broke out and the victims
were all male guests at the wedding aged
between 14 and 60, said district police
chief Gulistan Qusani. “A local security offi-
cial  f ired in the air  after the verbal
exchange heated up... and then both sides
started trading fire,” Qusani told AFP, giv-
ing a higher death toll of 21.

Baghlan governor Sultan Mohammad
Ebadi said an official delegation had been
sent to the site-a Tajik-dominated area
that is largely unaffected by the Taliban
insurgency-to investigate and prevent any
backlash from the relatives of the victims.
Expensive and lavish weddings have
become common since the Taliban were
toppled in 2001, in contrast to their time
in power when musical revelry and danc-
ing were banned.

But fatal gunfights and celebratory
gunfire are woefully common at the cer-
emonies in a country battered by nearly
40 years of war. The killings also high-
l i g h t  t h e  l u re  o f  t h e  g u n  c u l t u re  i n
Afghanistan, especially across the inse-
curity-plagued countryside where own-
ing firearms for personal safety is com-

mon among Afghan households.

Growing insecurity 
Afghan soldiers mistakenly fired mortars

at a wedding party in late December in the
southern province of Helmand, killing 17
women and children. Some witnesses said
the army attack was triggered when wed-
ding guests fired celebratory gunshots into
the air as the bride was brought to the
groom’s house.

In July 2012 a suicide bomber killed a
prominent Afghan lawmaker and 16 other
people at his daughter’s wedding party in
the north of the country. And in June 2011
gunmen stormed a wedding party in east-
ern Afghanistan, killing the groom and eight
other people in an attack blamed on
Taliban-linked insurgents. The Afghan gov-
ernment conducted its first face-to-face
talks with Taliban cadres on July 7 in a
Pakistani hill station, aimed at ending the
14-year insurgency.

Afghan officials said Friday they would
meet insurgents this week for a second
round of talks, pledging to press for a cease-
fire in negotiations likely to be held in China.
But despite the willingness to engage in
talks there has been no let-up in militant
attacks, which are taking a heavy toll on
civilians. A suicide bomber on Wednesday
killed 19 people including women and chil-
dren in a crowded market in the northern
province of Faryab, as insurgents intensify
their annual summer offensive launched in
late April.

Almost 1,000 civilians were killed in the
conflict during the first four months of this
year, a sharp jump from the same period last
year, according to the United Nations.
President Ashraf Ghani’s government has
drawn criticism for failing to end growing
insurgent attacks, which critics partly blame
on political infighting and a protracted delay
in appointing a candidate for the crucial
post of defense minister. —AFP

Gunfight kills at least 

22 at Afghan wedding

COLOMBO:  Maldives President Abdulla
Yameen has lashed out at perceived foreign
interference in the honeymoon island’s affairs,
following Western pressure over the contro-
versial conviction of former president
Mohamed Nasheed for terrorism. In an
address late Sunday to mark the Indian Ocean
nation’s 50th anniversary of independence
from Britain, Yameen accused developed
countries of imposing their own legal and
moral standards on the atoll.

“We are disappointed that some countries,
and indeed some prominent bodies within
these countries, have seen it fit to interfere in
domestic affairs in the Maldives,” Yameen said
at the event in the island capital Male, attend-
ed by neighbouring Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena.  They have questioned
the Maldives’ “judicial independence and
integrity” and condemned it for not support-
ing “ideologies that are entirely alien to our
culture, our faith and our traditions”, he said.

Yameen vowed to resist threats from “out-
side” which were far more dangerous than
those from within, according to a translation of

his speech released by his office yesterday. The
remarks were seen partly as a reference to the
53-member Commonwealth, which has criti-
cized the Maldives over its crackdown on dissi-
dents and its controversial judiciary.

Yameen has already asked parliament to
consider if the Maldives should leave the
Commonwealth, a major development part-
ner. The image of the Maldives as an upmar-
ket tourist destination has been tarnished in
recent years by political unrest-including the
jailing of Nasheed in March, less than a month
after his arrest in February. 

The government said on Friday its prose-
cutor-general would appeal against
Nasheed’s conviction, and confirmed that his
13-year jail sentence had been commuted to
house arrest. Supporters of Nasheed, the first
democratically-elected leader before being
toppled in 2012, have maintained that he was
convicted as part of a strategy by Yameen’s
regime to silence him.  Washington warned in
May that democracy was under threat, saying
Nasheed had been “imprisoned without due
process”. —AFP

Maldives president criticizes

foreign ‘meddling’ in affairs

NEW DELHI: The former chairman of the UN cli-
mate panel has been removed from his job as
head of a top energy institute in India following
allegations of sexual harassment. The governing
council of The Energy and Resources Institute
announced late that Rajendra Pachauri would
be replaced as director-general of the
renowned environment think-tank by Arun
Mathur, an energy efficiency expert. Although
no reasons were given for Pachauri’s replace-
ment, the council said the decision was taken
keeping in view the interests of the private insti-

tute and its 1,200 employees working in differ-
ent parts of the world. Pachauri, 75, resigned
from the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change in February, after a 29-year-old
woman accused him of stalking and sexually
harassing her while they worked together at the
institute. He denies the allegations.

The woman filed a complaint with the police
in early February alleging assault and criminal
intimidation. She handed over as evidence
dozens of text messages and emails that she
alleged had been sent by Pachauri. Separately,

the institute’s internal complaints committee
examined the evidence presented by the
researcher, and questioned nearly 50 other
employees at the institute, and concluded that
the allegations of sexual harassment leveled by
the researcher were valid.

No formal charges have been filed yet
against Pachauri, but a court in February had
prohibited him from entering or contacting any-
one at the institute. In March, police told a Delhi
court that Pachauri was allegedly “influencing
witnesses” and hampering their investigations.

Public anger 
Pachauri’s removal follows protests after a

Delhi court last week allowed him to return to
work at the institute. In the past couple of
years, India has seen a wave of public anger
and protest  over a social ly  conser vative
nation’s chronic problem with sexual harass-
ment and violence against women. Pachauri
had headed the four-decade-old think-tank for
the last 34 years, when it emerged as a global
center for research in efficient utilization of
energy and sustainable use of  natural
resources. It has affiliate institutes in London
and Washington, DC.

The accusations against Pachauri caused
widespread outrage in India, where women
face a stigma against discussing issues such as
sexual harassment in the workplace. However,
several recent high-profile cases suggest that
women are beginning to feel more comfortable
going public with reports of sexual assaults.

Pachauri has chaired the climate panel -
considered the world’s authority on climate
science since 2002, and had accepted the 2007
Nobel Peace Prize on its behalf. The panel had
shared the award with Al Gore, a former US
vice president and environmental campaigner.
This story corrects to show that the institute is
private. —AP

Ex-UN climate panel chief accused 

of stalking loses high profile job

NEW DELHI: In this Jan 21, 2010, file photo, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) head Rajendra Pachauri looks on at a press conference. —AP

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2015



I N T E R N AT I O N A L

“ON THE CONCLUSION OF THE
ARMISTICE AGREEMENT” 

(Radio Address to All the Korean People
on July 28, 1953)

Dear fellow countrymen,
Brothers and sisters, 

Heroic officers and men of the People’s
Army, and men and women guerrillas,

Valiant officers and men of the Chinese
People’s Volunteers,

Dear comrades,
The Armistice Agreement was conclud-

ed in Panmunjom at 10:00, on July 27, by
the representatives of the Korean People’s
Army and the Chinese People’s Volunteers
on the one side, and the representatives of
the invading armies headed by the US
imperialists on the other. In accordance
with this Armistice Agreement, hostilities
between the two belligerent sides were
stopped at 22:00 on July 27, and the cease-
fire in Korea was realized. 

This is what not only all the Korean peo-
ple but the freedom-loving people all over
the world hoped for so unanimously and
anxiously. The truce is the outcome of
three years of our people’s heroic struggle
to safeguard national freedom and inde-
pendence against the allied forces of for-
eign imperialism and the US imperialist
stooges, the traitorous Syngman Rhee
clique.

It is a historic victory won by our peo-
ple. When the US imperialists, dreaming of
world domination, started an invasion
against our country and people, they
planned to make our people their perma-
nent slaves and our country their colony
and military strategic base against the
Soviet Union and China.  The US imperialist
invaders mobilized their ground, naval and
air forces, armed with up-to-date tech-
nique, and even their satellite troops. But
they failed to attain their sinister designs.
They were defeated with tremendous loss
in manpower and materiel.

In the three years of the Korean war, the

US imperialists came to know well how
great the might of the Korean people is,
how indomitable their fighting spirit is,
and what a great vitality the people’s dem-
ocratic system established in the northern
half of Korea has. 

More than once in its 5 000-year history,
our nation fought heroic struggles against
foreign invaders. But never before has
there been an instance that all the people
united in strength to deal a decisive blow
to a formidable enemy and won a shining
victory as in this Fatherland Liberation War
and that our people have acquired an
increased international prestige and enjoy
active support and sympathy from the
people all over the world as at present. 

The heroic Korean people and their
armed forces, the Korean People’s Army,
shoulder to shoulder with the fraternal
Chinese People’s Volunteers, fought brave-
ly for three years displaying unheard-of
heroism and patriotic devotion,
indomitable perseverance, despite all trials,
while receiving unbounded support and
encouragement from the peoples of the
socialist and people’s democratic countries
and the freedom-loving people all over the
world.

Tens of thousands of our best sons and
daughters laid down their lives in the
sacred war to defend every inch of the
land, and our people waged a determined
struggle for victory in the war, braving all
trials and making all sacrifices. In the
sacred war for freedom and independ-
ence, the blood shed by our best sons and
daughters and the sufferings and sacrifices
of our people were not in vain.

By their self-sacrificing struggle the
Korean people and People’s Army safe-
guarded the people’s democratic system
set up in the northern half of Korea, the
achievements of democratic reforms and
the democratic base from the encroach-
ment of the imperialist allied forces led by
the US imperialist aggressors, the ring-
leader of modern imperialism. 

As a result, the Korean people are in a
position to strengthen the revolutionary
forces continually in the northern half of
Korea in political, economic, military and
cultural fields. And they can escape the
fate of being US imperialist colonial slaves
and create the conditions for achieving the
complete reunification and independence
of the country, the greatest desire of the
whole nation.

Having experienced to the bone the
dark colonial rule of Japanese imperialism
for nearly half a century, the Korean peo-
ple know well what a people without a
country is like and what the destiny of a
colonial slave is.

The motherland is the most precious
thing for our people, which cannot be
bartered away for anything. That was why
the Korean people fought a heroic strug-
gle to defend their most precious mother-
land, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, against the encroachment of impe-
rialist aggressors. 

Thanks to their heroic efforts, the
Korean people and their armed forces, the
Korean People’s Army, enhanced the posi-
tion and prestige of our Republic at home
and abroad and placed our country and
people in the rank of progressive coun-
tries and progressive champions for
national independence, freedom, peace
and democracy.

The liberation struggle of the Korean
people for freedom and independence
became a banner of the national-libera-
tion movement of the oppressed people
in the East; it showed that the Asian peo-
ples, subjected to every maltreatment by
imperialists, have the ability to defend
their national freedom and independence
with arms in hand.

The freedom-loving people all over the
world, therefore, called the Korean people
progressive fighters for national inde-
pendence and liberty, and Stalin said that
the Workers’ Party of Korea, the militant
vanguard of the working masses of Korea,

is a “shock brigade” for national independ-
ence and freedom. In the crucible of the
three-year war, our people were further
tempered; the functions and role of the
Party, the organs of power, and social
organizations increased; and their func-
tionaries not only became skilled and
trained but also accumulated rich experi-
ence. 

In the flames of the war, tens of thou-
sands of tempered cadres were reared in
military, political, economic, cultural and
other areas, and the Korean People’s Army,
strong armed forces of our people, grew
into an invincible army. Through the war
our people and officers and men of the
army strengthened their faith in victory
over the far superior enemy and acquired
greater national pride.

The wealth of our experience, gained in
the war, constitutes an asset for the con-
struction of a prosperous independent and
democratic state and a precious guarantee
for quick rehabilitation and development
of our war-ruined country and eternal
prosperity and happiness of the country
and the people. Through their heroic
struggle, the Korean people and their
armed forces, the glorious People’s Army,
exposed to the whole world the true
colour of the US imperialists, the ringleader
of most savage modern imperialism.

The Korean war not only smashed the
myth of US “might” but also laid bare the
evil nature of the idealized American-style
“democracy” which the US imperialists had
tactfully kept under cover for a long time. 

The US imperialists incurred the anger
and indignation of the freedom-loving
people all over the world and were isolat-
ed from them because of the barbarities
they committed against our people dur-
ing the Korean war and the criminal ways
and means of warfare they employed
which were unprecedented in history.  The
military, political and moral defeat of the
US imperialist invaders on the Korean
front is a great victory not only of the

Korean people in the struggle to defend
liberty and independence but also of the
freedom-loving democratic camp in the
world.

The Korean war proved once again that
the unity and solidarity of the peace-lov-
ing democratic camp is unbreakable and
its strength invincible. The United States is
said to be the strongest power in the
imperialist camp, but it had to fight the
war against Korea, not a big country, for
three years, only to kneel down to sign the
Armistice Agreement at the very spot
where it started the armed aggression
three years ago. 

This fact shows that imperialists cannot
encroach upon the territory of other coun-
tries any longer as they could do before.
This also proves clearly that no aggressive
forces can subordinate a people when
they know the value of national inde-
pendence and, relying on the peace-lov-
ing democratic camp, turn out as one with
a determination to combat aggressors to
the end.

In the Korean war, the world peace-lov-
ing democratic camp grew in strength,
whereas contradictions in the imperialist
camp were aggravated and the crisis of
capitalism became more serious.  The US
imperialist scheme of aggression was
shattered in the Korean war. This compels
the war incendiaries to ponder over the
consequences of a military adventure for
them.  The US imperialists regarded their
challenge to Korea and China as a decisive
step towards a third world war.

Their aggressive war in Korea, however,
did not bear the fruit they had expected.
Our gallant People’s Army and the brave
Chinese People’s Volunteers dealt a deci-
sive blow at the US imperialist invaders,
foiled their vicious plan in Korea, and
extinguished the flames of war.  In this
way, they made a great contribution in
preventing a third world war and defend-
ing peace and security in the world, partic-
ularly in the Far East.

President’s speech after the Korean War

PATTANI PROVINCE: Thai Muslim students and villagers pray for peace dur-
ing a campaign against violence.  More than 6,300 people have been killed
in near-daily conflict pitting troops and police against rebels seeking
greater autonomy for the three Muslim-majority provinces bordering
Malaysia since 2004. —AFP

PYONGYANG: North Korean offi-
cials warned the United States that
another war on the Korean
Peninsula would leave no Americans
alive to sign a surrender document
as the country marked yesterday’s
anniversary of the armistice that
ended fighting in the Korean War
more than six decades ago.

Pyongyang and other cities
around North Korea were decked
out with flags and banners as
North Koreans flocked to patriotic
gatherings and mass dance cele-

brations to mark the anniversary of
the July 27, 1953, agreement that
brought the three-year Korean war
to an end with an armistice, not a
peace treaty.

North Korean officials took the
opportunity of the anniversary to
step up their anti-US rhetoric and
call upon the nation to redouble
its devotion to the nation’s current
leader,  Kim Jong Un, the third
leader in the Kim dynasty, and pre-
pare for a final showdown with
Washington. The anniversary is

hailed in North Korea as a victory
over the US, which fought with the
South Koreans and UN all ies
against the North’s forces, who
were supported by China and the
Soviet Union.

Spirit and devotion 
In a speech to veterans on

Saturday, Kim Jong Un stressed
the importance of instilling the
country’s young people with the
same fighting spirit and devotion
as the generation that experi-

enced the war. But he also stressed
that North Korea has a new ace in
the hole - a nuclear arsenal of its
own.

“Gone forever is the era when
the United States blackmailed us
with nukes; now the United States
is no longer a source of threat and
fear for us and we are the very
source of fear for it,” he said in the
speech, the text of which was
broadcast on North Korean televi-
sion.

At a separate gathering held
Sunday,  Korean People’s Army
Gen. Pak Yong Sik, who is believed
to be the country’s new defense
minister, said that if the United
States does not abandon its hos-
tile policies toward Pyongyang
and provokes another war, the
North is prepared to fight until
“there would be no one left to sign
a surrender document.” “It is more
than 60 years since the ceasefire
on (the) land, but peace has not
yet settled on it,” he told the meet-
ing, which included high-level offi-
cials, veterans and diplomats sta-
tioned in 

Pyongyang. “The past Korean
War brought about the beginning
of the downhill turn for the US,
but the second Korean War will
bring the final ruin to US imperial-
ism.” The anniversary brought a
festive atmosphere to the capital,
with citizens using the holiday not
only to show their patriotic pride
by laying flowers before statues of
North Korea’s first president Kim Il
Sung and his son, Kim Jong Il, but
also to enjoy the warm summer
weather at parks and ice cream
stands. —AP

N Korea marks end 

To ’53 Korean War
‘Leave no Americans alive’, officials warn

PYONGYANG: North Koreans bow in front of bronze statues of the late leaders Kim Il Sung, (left)
and Kim Jong Il at Munsu Hill. —AP

MELBOURNE: An Australian nurse who
allegedly joined Islamic State in Syria was
yesterday remanded in custody on terror
charges relating to carrying out guard duty
and reconnaissance for the militants. Adam
Brookman, a 39-year-old father-of-five, is
accused of knowingly providing support to
IS between April 2010 and August 2014 to
help “prepare or foster” a terrorist act.

No bail was applied for and he was
remanded until November 16. Brookman
voluntarily returned home from the war-
torn country late Friday after surrendering
to officials in Turkey last week. Ahead of his
arrival back in Australia, he claimed to
Fairfax Media that he carried out humani-
tarian work in Syria and was forced to join IS
after being injured and sent to territory it
controlled.

Knowingly providing support to a terror-
ist organization carries a maximum jail term
of 25 years. Brookman also faces up to 10
years in prison for a second charge of per-
forming services with the intention of sup-
porting a person, or persons, to engage in a
hostile activity in a foreign state. Prosecutors
asked the Melbourne Magistrates Court for
extra time to gather evidence from overseas
while defense lawyer Rob Stary argued that
his client was not a risk to the public.

The Australian government has been
vocal on insisting that anyone found to be

engaged in terrorist activities would face
the full force of the law with Canberra’s
rhetoric stepped up in recent months. It
comes as fears grow about the number of
Australians fighting with jihadist groups
and concern about the threat at home from
radicalized individuals.

The government says some 120
Australians have left to fight in Iraq or Syria
with 160 actively supporting extremist
organizations at home through financing
and recruitment. Brookman’s case coincided
with a teenager accused of supplying
weapons for a foiled terrorist attack in
Melbourne pleading guilty a host of
charges yesterday.

Mehran Azami, 19, admitted 19 charges
of importing more than 200 weapons,
including knives, knuckle-dusters and
tasers, linked to an alleged Islamic State-
inspired plot to target Anzac Day com-
memorations in April. A court previously
heard that he allegedly passed some of the
weapons to two 18-year-olds, Sevdet
Besim and Harun Causevic, who were also
arrested over the plot. They both face ter-
rorism-related charges and remain in cus-
tody. Canberra raised the national terror
threat level to high in September, and has
conducted several counter-terrorism raids
in various cities since then, foiling six
attacks. —AFP

Australian ‘IS nurse’ 

remanded in custody
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Yesterday marked the 62nd anniversary of the end of the Korean War (1950-1953). 
On this occasion, below is published a part of radio address made by 

President KIM IL SUNG on ending the Fatherland Liberation War.

BEIJING: A woman was k il led after she
plunged through flooring over an escalator in
a Chinese department store, reports said yes-
terday, thrusting her toddler to safety as she
fell to her death. Xiang Liujuan, 30, was hold-
ing her son in front of her as they went up the
stairway on Saturday, the Wuhan Evening
News said. 

Security camera footage of the incident
posted online showed a panel in the floor
giving way as Xiang stepped off the escalator.
As she fell half-way through she pushed her
son forward, and a nearby shop assistant
dragged him to safety. But the escalator con-
tinued rolling, and several seconds later
Xiang is seen disappearing downwards into
the mechanism, despite one of the staff
briefly grabbing her hand.

It took firefighters more than four hours to
cut open the machine and recover the
woman, who showed “no signs of life”, the
newspaper report said. The footage shows
employees standing at the top of the escala-
tor as the mother and child approach.
Maintenance had just been carried out on the
escalator at the Anliang department store in
Jingzhou in the central province of Hubei,
and workers forgot to screw the access cover
back into place, the newspaper cited an
unnamed source as saying.

The accident was one of the top topics on
China’s Twitter-like Sina Weibo yesterday with
more than 6.6 million views. Most comments
expressed fury at the shop management.
“Why didn’t the staffers stop customers at the
entrance to the machine or just turn it off?”

wrote one. “The department store is definite-
ly responsible.” Others were moved by the
woman’s final actions.

“I was appalled when I saw her sink and at
the same time felt the greatness of maternal
love-the mother wasted no time pushing
the child out when it happened,” said one.
China is prone to safety accidents as regula-
tions and standards are often flouted and
enforcement is lax, sometimes due to cor-
ruption. In 2012, a nine-year-old boy was
killed after he got stuck in an escalator at a
Beijing department store as horrified shop-
pers looked on. In July 2011, a 13-year-old
boy was killed and more than 20 others
injured when an escalator in a Beijing under-
ground station suddenly reversed direction
during the rush hour. —AFP

China escalator swallows toddler’s mother

BEIJING: China’s state media are pouring cold
water on President Barack Obama’s visit to Africa,
saying US attention to the continent is largely due
to concern over China’s booming influence there.
The Global Times newspaper said yesterday that
“offsetting China’s growing influence in this conti-
nent and recovering past US leverage” were major
factors in Obama’s visit. The US, it said, is “taking
China as a rival in Africa.”

In contrast to China’s steady and fair-minded
interactions with Africa, the US “obviously lacks a
consistent Africa policy,” said the paper, published

by the ruling Communist Party’s flagship People’s
Daily. It cited what it said was Obama’s “cold shoul-
der” to the continent during his first term as an
example of US inattentiveness.

The official Xinhua News Agency took a similar
tone; criticizing what it described as ineffective US
aid programs for Africa while touting China’s own
projects, largely in roads, dams and other infra-
structure. “Obama may have to work even harder if
he wants to build his legacy on a continent where
US commitment has long been questioned,”
Xinhua said. —AP

Chinese media blasts Obama’s Africa trip
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representative said. According to
Kandari’s lawyer, the release of his
fellow Kuwaiti, Fawzi Al-Odah, last
year was proof that Kuwait could
handle Kandari’s release. The lawyer
said the Kandari had learned
English and was studying business.
Kandari wore a white shirt and sat
with his lawyer, military representa-
tive and other officials. The national
security panel was not shown.
Eleven Guantanamo inmates have
been transferred this year and 116
are still detained. 

Kuwait ’s Ambassador in
Washington Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Sabah hoped the US would reach

a firm conclusion that Kandari poses
no threat to American national
security. Sheikh Salem was speaking
to KUNA after the court hearing.
Kandari’s performance was “good
and he looked in a much better con-
dition than the previous hearing
that was held last year”, said Sheikh
Salem. The defense team did very
well and the hearing “was excellent”,
he added.

He said the jury was fully briefed
about preparations by Kuwait to
admit Kandari into the Al-Salam
Center, which was established with-
in the Central Jail to rehabilitate him
and integrate him back into society.
Sheikh Salem said he was looking
forward for good news in the com-

ing few weeks that Kandari would
be released following 13 years in
detention.

Kandari’s defense attorney Eric
Lewis explained to the jury the
preparations of Kuwait over the Al-
Salam Center and that Kandari was
eager to return home and live a
decent and responsible life with his
family. Lewis said Kandari’s release
hopes were high since the release
of his compatriot Ouda last year.
After Kandari’s previous hearing in
June 2014, the jury decided to keep
him behind bars because they
believed he stil l  had animosity
towards the US and there was not
enough information about the Al-
Salam Center. — Agencies 

US security board hears case of Gitmo...
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snowballing scandal. Despite being interviewed sepa-
rately, many of their stories are startlingly similar: That the
famed comedian drugged them, then assaulted or raped
them while they were barely conscious. “Each story is awful
in its own right. But the horror is multiplied by the sheer
volume of seeing them together,” the magazine wrote. New
York photographed and interviewed each woman sepa-
rately in a project that was six months in the making before
the stories were uploaded on the web edition late Sunday.
The magazine’s website crashed on Monday, reportedly
due to a hacker - not upset with Cosby’s accusers but
allegedly out to avenge a unpleasant visit to New York,
America’s biggest city.

In all 46 women have publicly accused the 78-year-old
of rape or sexual assault. Many of the 35 in this week’s mag-
azine story say they know of others still out there who have
chosen to remain silent. Victoria Valentino, a 72-year-old
former Playboy bunny, was allegedly assaulted in 1969
when Cosby took her and a friend to a steak restaurant not
long after her young son had died. She told the magazine
that Cosby gave her and her friend pills that would make
her “feel better” but instead left her fighting nausea and her
friend “completely unconscious.”

Valentino remembers Cosby sitting next to her friend on

a love seat “with this very predatory look on his face”. “He
had me give him oral sex, and then he stood me up, turned
me over, did me doggy style and walked out. Just as he got
to the door, I said, ‘How do we get out of here, how do we
get home?’ And he said, ‘Call a cab.’”

Joyce Emmons, 70, who managed a comedy club, said
she was assaulted in around 1979 after a night out with the
star and friends, during which she had asked Cosby for a
headache pill. Instead of a Tylenol, Cosby said he had some-
thing stronger. “All I remember is taking the pill,” she told
the magazine. When she woke up, she “had no clothes on,
and there was Bill’s friend totally naked in bed with me”. She
said Cosby told her he had given her a quaalude. Emmons
said she had been devastated by the behavior of someone
she had considered a close friend. “I was hurt with Bill more
than angry at his friend. Bill let him take advantage of me.
That kills me. That’s why I know the stories of what he did to
the other women are true.” In a lurid 2005 court deposition,
Cosby admitted obtaining quaaludes to have sex with at
least one woman, obtaining seven prescriptions for the
sedative and giving them to other people. Last week,
Cosby’s lawyer Monique Pressley defended the actor, who
has remained almost entirely tight-lipped about the allega-
tions, even as his reputation has been shredded. “The sheer
volume, or number of people who are saying a particular
thing does not make it true,” she told ABC television. — AFP 

35 Cosby accusers on NY mag cover
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He told reporters it was “too early to say” who the attackers were.
Five live bombs were recovered from nearby railway tracks, forcing
train services to be cancelled.

India’s national security adviser, Ajit Doval called it “a very serious
terrorist attack,” according to local NDTV television news channel.
Home Minister Rajnath Singh said he had ordered increased security
on the border with Pakistan, which condemned the assault in a state-
ment. Singh will make a detailed statement over the attack in parlia-
ment today.  A number of other states were also reported to be on
high alert. It was the first major attack in India’s Punjab for more than
a decade and the state’s Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal blamed a
lack of security on the border. “This militancy is a national problem,
not a state problem, so it needs to be tackled with a national policy,”
he told reporters. “If prior intelligence input had been given, they
should have properly sealed the borders.” Insurgents frequently tar-
get police in the volatile Kashmir region, which is divided between

arch rivals India and Pakistan and claimed in full by both. But neigh-
bouring Punjab, a majority-Sikh state, has largely been spared the
violence that has plagued Indian Kashmir. An armed rebellion for a
separate Sikh homeland erupted in Punjab in 1983 but waned in the
early 1990s. About 50,000 people died in that conflict, which India
blamed at the time on Pakistan. Some media reports suggested the
attackers behind Monday’s assault in Gurdaspur may have crossed
into Punjab from Kashmir. 

Yesterday’s attack comes weeks after Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif spoke for
about an hour during a summit in Russia. The meeting raised hopes of
an improvement in perennially difficult relations, but was swiftly fol-
lowed by a flare-up in violence along the de facto border in Kashmir.
India regularly accuses Pakistan’s army of providing covering fire for
rebels who infiltrate across the border and then mount attacks in the
Indian sector of Kashmir. The two countries have fought three wars
since independence from Britain in 1947, two of them over the
Himalayan region. — AFP 

10 dead in assault on Indian police station
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extraordinary NATO meeting today over its two-pronged cross-
border “anti-terror” offensive against the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) and IS jihadists.

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg backed Turkey’s right to defend
itself but told the BBC Sunday “of course self-defence has to be pro-
portionate”. And he cautioned Ankara about burning bridges with
the Kurds. “For years there has been progress to try to find a peace-
ful political solution,” he told Norwegian state broadcaster NRK. “It is
important not to renounce that... because force will never solve the
conflict in the long term.” The Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG) - which routed IS from the Syrian flashpoint of Kobane early
this year with the help of Western air strikes - said Turkish tanks hit
its positions and those of allied Arab rebels overnight in Zur
Maghar village in Aleppo province. The “heavy tank fire” wounded
four rebels and several villagers, the YPG - which Turkey accuses of
being allied to the PKK - said in a statement. But Turkish officials
denied the military was deliberately targeting Syrian Kurds and said
it was responding to fire from the Syrian side of the border. “Turkey
has its rules of engagement. If there’s fire from the Syrian side, it will
be retaliated in kind,” a foreign ministry official said. 

Meanwhile, Davutoglu told a group of Turkish newspaper edi-
tors that Ankara’s intervention would “change the balance” in the
region, but ruled out sending ground troops into Syria. He denied
Turkey was worried by Kurdish gains against jihadists in northern
Syria, pointing to Ankara’s relations with autonomous Iraqi
Kurdistan. Turkey has given the United States the green light to use
its Incirlik air base to attack IS after months of tough negotiations.
Davutoglu said Ankara’s demands for a no-fly zone were addressed
“to a certain extent”, according to the Hurriyet daily. “Air cover is
important, the air protection for the Free Syrian Army and other

moderate elements fighting Daesh,” he said, referring to IS by its
Arabic acronym. “If we will not send ground forces - and that we will
not do - then certain elements that cooperate with us on the
ground must be protected,” Davutoglu added.

The cross-border violence has sent tensions soaring in Turkey,
with police using water cannon to disperse nightly protests in
Istanbul and other major cities against IS and the government’s
policies on Syria. Davutoglu ordered the air strikes and artillery bar-
rages after IS violence spilled over into Turkey last Monday with a
devastating suicide bombing in a town close to the Syrian border
that killed 32 people. The attack incensed Turkey’s Kurds, who have
long accused the government of actively colluding with IS, allega-
tions it categorically denies. Protests raged in a flashpoint Kurdish
and leftist district of Istanbul, leaving one policeman dead, as police
said 900 people with alleged links to IS, the PKK and other leftist
groups had been rounded up nationwide. Ankara started its cam-
paign on Friday against IS targets in Syria but then expanded it to
PKK rebels in northern Iraq who are bitterly opposed to the
jihadists. The strikes seemed to torpedo long-running peace talks
with the Kurds, with the separatists saying conditions were no
longer in place to observe its ceasefire. On Sunday, the PKK’s mili-
tary wing, the People’s Defence Forces (HPG), claimed the killing of
two Turkish soldiers in a car bombing in Diyarbakir province. It said
three more PKK fighters had been killed in Turkish air strikes
Saturday, after one was killed in the first wave. 

Two Turkish policemen were shot dead in their beds on
Wednesday in the southeast, in killings also claimed by the PKK.
Publicly, Washington has given tacit backing to Turkey’s actions,
saying it “has a right to take action related to terrorist targets”. But
there is concern that sustained attacks could cause a rift with
Kurdish regional authorities in Iraq, a key partner in fighting the
Islamic State inside that country. — AFP 

US, Turkey to create ‘IS-free zone’

In this July 25, 2015 photo, visitors look on as the sun rises on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah.  — AP 



By Stuart Williams

Forced after months of hesitation to
take decisive action against Islamic
State jihadists, Turkey has seized the

chance to also attack Kurdish militants in
strikes that put a fragile peace process at
risk. Turkey has been pounding IS targets
inside Syria since Friday, after blaming the
group for a suicide bombing that killed 32
people and in the face of sustained US
pressure to take a more aggressive stance
against the jihadists. But Turkey has also
expanded the cross-border campaign to
target the Kurdistan Workers Party’s (PKK)
military forces in northern Iraq, its biggest
such bombing raids since 2011, following
deadly attacks blamed on the Kurdish sep-
aratists.

Ankara has lumped both campaigns
together into a broad “war on terror,” even
though the secular PKK and Islamist IS are
themselves bitterly opposed. Analysts say
the ruling Justice and Development Party
(AKP) of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
wants to score points with voters after its
disappointing performance in June 7 polls
and also prevent Kurds gaining a strong
foothold in Syria. Turkey regards the PKK,
which has waged a deadly insurgency in

southeast Turkey since 1984, as a terror
group and the main Syrian Kurdish group
fighting IS - the Democratic Union Party
(PYD) - as the PKK’s Syrian branch.

“The government has equated the PKK
with IS and, although they are two very dif-
ferent entities, this serves the government’s
intentions,” said Marc Pierini, visiting schol-
ar at Carnegie Europe. David Romano,
Professor of Middle East Politics at Missouri
State University, said the chief focus of
Turkey’s campaign may prove to be the PKK
rather than IS. “Ankara thus hits several
birds with one stone,” said Romano, author
of “The Kurdish Nationalist Movement”.
With Turkey finally allowing the US to carry
out anti-IS strikes from its Incirlik airbase,
Ankara hopes for a “quid-pro-quo” that will
see the United States distance itself from
the PKK-linked PYD in Syria, Romano said. 

‘Revenge for June 7’ 
Ankara’s worst case scenario for Syria

would be the realisation of the PYD’s dream
of an autonomous Kurdish region - known
as Rojava - on Turkey’s doorstep. The gov-
ernment insists it is perfectly logical to
equate IS with the PKK, which this week
shot dead two Turkish police at home as
they slept.  “Though acting with different

motivations, the two share similar tactics
and goals,” Erdogan’s spokesman Ibrahim
Kalin wrote in the Sabah daily.

The strikes come after June 7 parliamen-
tary elections where the AKP lost its overall
majority for the first time since it came to
power in 2002 and Erdogan failed to win
backing for his ambition to create a presi-
dential system. Now Turkey is facing the
prospect of a volatile coalition or snap polls
where the AKP would hope to drastically
improve on its vote share of under 41 per-
cent. Striking against the PKK - still detest-
ed by many Turks - could see AKP pick up
more nationalist votes. “The ‘global war on
terror narrative’ also dilutes the internal
political difficulty after the elections,” said
Pierini. “The temptation of a re-run of the
election is very high.”

The elections also marked the political
breakthrough of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP), which won 80
seats thanks to support from non-Kurdish
voters and wrecked the AKP’s hopes of a
big majority. Commentator Cengiz Candar
wrote in the Radikal online newspaper that
Erdogan wanted to taint the HDP by associ-
ating it with the PKK. “The battle with terror
is a pretext. The aim is revenge for June 7,”
he wrote.

‘PKK Has Hands Full’ 
But making peace with Turkey’s Kurds,

who make up an estimated 20 percent of
the population, would be a crowning
achievement for the AKP. Erdogan won
praise for implementing cautious reforms
for Kurds and in 2013 a formal peace
process got underway after secret talks
with jailed PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan
were revealed. A fragile ceasefire has been
observed since, but this now looks in grave
danger after the PKK warned the truce had
now lost all meaning.

Two Turkish soldiers were killed
Saturday in a car bomb attack the army
blamed on the PKK. But while it appears
this ceasefire is over, analysts say that the
peace process is not yet doomed.  Pierini
said that the PKK is a “multiple entity” with
three main components the HDP, Ocalan,
and the military leadership in northern Iraq
- which do not always operate in harmony.
The PKK will also be wary of playing into
the government’s hands by allowing
Ankara to attach a “‘terrorist’ label” to it and
also has its “hands full” in Syria fighting the
jihadists, said Romano. “I would expect the
PKK to try to pull back and not resume the
guerilla war against Ankara in earnest,” he
said. —AFP

By Dr James J Zogby 

Congress is currently considering legislation that would
create a whole new bureaucracy within the
Department of Homeland Security to deal with “coun-

tering violent extremism” (CVE). According to the proposed
bill, DHS will be required to reallocate funds for a new office
with expanded powers to coordinate CVE efforts. Because
the programs proposed in the legislation have already been
tried and found wanting, it might seem strange that
Congress has decided to double down on a failed effort. But,
it’s not surprising at all since CVE, despite its faulty premises
and well-known weaknesses, has become all the rage in
Washington spawning a “cottage industry” of practitioners
who sell their wares to foundations and grant-dispensing
government agencies.  

While CVE is new, the idea of adopting programs and
practices that may sound good but have no empirical justifi-
cation, is tragically par for the course - especially when it
comes to dealing Arabs and Muslims as threats to national
security. We saw it in the Clinton Administration when, for a
short time, they allowed subjective profiling of Arab and
Muslim looking passengers at airports. After 9/11, the Bush
Administration greatly expanded profiling introducing a
“special registration program” which, in effect, rounded up
over 100,000 Arab and Muslim immigrants and visitors to
the US.

In 2010, the Obama Administration issued an order that,
for a time, required all passengers boarding flights from Arab
and Muslim countries to disembark and be subjected to spe-
cial scrutiny. They also introduced the billion dollar SPOT pro-
gram, which claimed to train security personnel to be able to
identify potential terrorists by using the questionable “sci-
ence” of facial and behavioral recognition.

The net result of all these practices, other than their enor-
mous costs, has been a total failure. No terrorists were
caught or identified, but the impact on the affected commu-
nities was devastating. Arabs and Muslims were traumatized
by the treatment meted out to them. And, because these
entire communities were singled out by law enforcement for
“special treatment”, the government validated the suspicions
of the broader public that Arabs and Muslims were, in fact,
groups to be feared. The practices were inspired by the pub-
lic’s fear of Arabs and Muslims and, in turn, fed that fear. 

Latest Fad
Now comes this latest fad to capture the fancy of law-

makers. Like the efforts that preceded it, CVE is framed as
“Muslim”. It argues that violent extremism is inspired by radi-
cal ideas that lead to violence. And so CVE directs law

enforcement agencies to “seek out drivers and indicators of
radicalization and recruitment to violence” and find
approaches that “directly address and counter the violent
extremist recruitment narrative”. Like so many of the pro-
grams that preceded it, CVE is a misdirected waste of money
that does more harm than good.

Already, multiple government and law enforcement
agencies are spending hundreds of millions of dollars on a
variety of CVE programs that target the American Muslim
community in ways that compromise them and endanger
their basic rights. The FBI and local police departments have
“mapped” Muslim neighborhoods identifying places of wor-
ship, social clubs, restaurants and other popular businesses.
In addition, there are as many as 16,000 paid informants and
spies now operating in Muslim communities.

CVE makes Muslim communities suspect in an environ-
ment where they are already at risk of anti-Muslim sentiment
and it risks alienating young Muslims who feel targeted, not
protected, by law enforcement. CVE relies on facile and often
comical studies that define “indicators” of radicalization - that
are, in fact, rather normal behaviors, not unique to young
Muslims like: Growing a beard, becoming religious, or
becoming “sullen or withdrawn”. And because CVE wrongly
assumes that ideas are the principal drivers of radicalization,
it assumes that the key to countering it lies in finding the
“right message” and the “right messenger” to “defeat” the
“bad ideas” that are at the root of the problem.

The reality is quite different. The problem of violent
extremism in the US is significantly broader than the Muslim
community and the root cause is not “bad ideas” but the
social and personal problems that make individuals prone to
latch onto violent ideas to validate their feelings of anger
and alienation from the broader society in which they live.
By focusing almost exclusively on Muslims, CVE diverts
attention from broader and more serious social ills that pose
greater threats to our nation’s security.  

As studies by Southern Poverty Law Center, The Brennan
Center, the Center for American Progress and a number of
university research programs have demonstrated, we have a
problem with violence in America that goes well beyond the
Muslim community.  For example, since the 2012 murders in
Aurora, Colorado, there have 78 mass killings in the US, in
which 387 were killed - only a handful of these were carried
out by Muslims. Annually, we have over 300 acts of “mass
violence”, involving the use of guns - in which four or more
are killed or wounded. And since 2009, 63 “lone wolf” actions
were carried out or stopped by law enforcement agencies.
The overwhelming majority of all of these involved non-
Muslims. Most were inspired by an anti-government animus
or race hate. And yet, there is no CVE effort being designed

to deal with these. Instead, law enforcement efforts and
funding focuses almost exclusively “Muslim” acts and actors.

Weak Argument
When we take a deep dive into the official data trumpet-

ing the success of terrorist arrests, we can clearly see the
weakness in the argument for targeting Muslims. Of the
reported cases of so-called “Muslim terror” arrests that have
been made since 9/11, one-half have involved use of inform-
ants who, as court records make clear, actually led psycho-
logically vulnerable individuals into criminal behavior. For
example, 30 percent of the cases of “Muslim terrorism” law
enforcement officials claimed to have stopped, involved
individuals who were supplied weapons and were prodded
to plan violent acts by the very law enforcement agencies
that then arrested them. Reading the records of these cases
shows that the targets were unstable individuals with a his-
tory of mental illness who were susceptible to informant
encouragement.

In addition to these cases, there are those instances
where young, alienated individuals have sought self-esteem
or a thrill by fighting for a foreign cause - whether in Somalia
or Syria or elsewhere. These are problems, to be sure, but the
issue that should be addressed is why they became alienat-
ed from their lives here and sought validation elsewhere.
Again, this is not a uniquely Muslim problem because we’ve
seen it before with the lure of other foreign ideologies and
causes in earlier periods of our history.

What CVE tells us is that we need to focus on countering
the radical messages that lead individuals into violent acts,
while the attention should be focused on why these individ-
uals become susceptible in the first place. And when the rad-
ical messages are those that are fed by law enforcement
informants, the entire argument takes on a different hue.  

In fact, the focus should not be on the supply side (the
ideas) since the real problem is on the demand side of the
ledger. The main question we should be exploring is why
marginalized, alienated, socially dislocated, and angry indi-
viduals seek out alternate identities or act out in anti-social
ways-whatever form that radicalization takes: anti-govern-
ment, race hatred, or religious-inspired violence. Providing
these angry folks with “good messages” will not meet their
needs, addressing the root causes of their alienation just
might. Targeting the Muslim community with CVE not only
won’t solve America’s broader problem of anti-social vio-
lence. And by targeting Muslims, we risk creating more alien-
ation among some young Muslims laying the predicate for
hate crimes and discrimination.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute
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The folded piece of paper with a photo of a four-
month-old baby tells a story that will loom over
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and his Chinese

hosts when he visits Beijing this week. Baby Arife is a Uighur,
one of thousands of members of China’s Turkic language-
speaking Muslim ethnic minority who have reached Turkey,
mostly since last year, infuriating Beijing, which accuses
Ankara of helping its citizens flee unlawfully. Turkish officials
deny playing any direct role in assisting the flight. But the
document, labelled “Republic of Turkey Emergency Alien’s
Travel Document” suggests otherwise.

Arife’s mother, Summeye, 35, says she was given it, along
with documents for herself and her three other children, by
a diplomat at the Turkish embassy in Kuala Lumpur, which
she reached after a nine day journey transported by people
smugglers through Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand. The
document, valid only for travel to Turkey, lists the baby’s
place of birth as Turpan, a city in China’s western Xinjiang
region. Under “nationality”, it says “East Turkestan”, the name
Uighur activists and their Turkish supporters give for their
Chinese-ruled homeland.

Other Uighurs in Istanbul told Reuters they too had
reached Turkey last year through a similar route, hiring peo-
ple-smugglers to escape China and receiving travel docu-
ments on the way. The issue is an uncomfortable one for
Ankara, which says it is open to valid asylum claims by vic-
tims of repression who reach its territory, but denies acting
abroad to assist the exodus of Uighurs that surged last year.
Representatives of Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said they were
not immediately able to comment on the temporary travel
document seen by Reuters.

Tong Bishan, a senior Chinese police officer helping to
lead Bejing’s efforts to get Uighurs returned, said the issue of
Turkey providing travel documents at embassies in south-
east Asia has been raised “at high levels”. “The general atti-
tude of the Turkish government has been not bad,” he told
reporters this month. “But what we have seen is that
employees at Turkish embassies have been providing help.”

‘Allow Us to Live as Muslims’
Uighurs fleeing China say they are escaping repression

by the Chinese authorities. “They don’t allow us to live as
Muslims,” said another Uighur refugee, also named
Sumeyye, who fled to Turkey last October with her three
children and lives in the basement of a working-class hous-
ing block in Istanbul. “You can’t pray. You can’t keep more
than one Quran at home. You can’t teach Islam to your chil-
dren. You can’t fast and you can’t go to hajj. When you’re
deprived of your whole identity, what’s the point?” she said,
speaking through a translator and covered from head to toe
in a chador.

Nationalist Turks regard the Uighurs as ethnic kin in peril
and believe their government should do more to help
them. Earlier this month, when Thailand’s military rulers,
under pressure from Beijing, forcibly deported nearly 100
Uighurs back to China, protests erupted in Turkey. The Thai
consulate in Istanbul was stormed. There were reports of
attacks on Chinese restaurants and east Asian tourists. A
Chinese orchestra cancelled a concert. In an apparent bid to
placate Beijing, Erdogan said the unrest might have been
aimed at damaging his trip, when he plans to raise the
Uighurs’ plight. 

China denies it represses the Uighurs and says their free-
dom of religion is respected. It accuses a group called the
East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) of waging an
increasingly violent campaign for an independent state in
Xinjiang and says it is recruiting followers to train in the
Middle East. “A lot of these people are victims. We don’t want
to see them going to Turkey to become cannon fodder, to
become new recruits for the terrorists,” said Tong, the
Chinese police chief.

Uighurs themselves acknowledge that some mem-
bers of their community have crossed from Turkey to
fight alongside Islamic State militants in Syria, but say this
is a small minority. “These militants lure them, saying
they will help them train for the Uighur cause, they will
give them weapons and they will support them against
China,” Uighur refugee Adil Abdulgaffar, 49, said in his
apartment in Istanbul’s working-class Sefakoy district,
next to a bookshelf filled with Muslim prayer books. “I’ve
known of people who have gone off to Syria from Turkey
with hopes that these promises will come true. But I also
know that they very much regret it and would like to
come back,” he said. “Our brothers who have been bat-
tling for their existence for the past 50 to 60 years are
longing for guns. They are also very naive, and open to
being tricked.”—Reuters
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CVE in US does more harm than good

Turkey gambles on attacking PKK

By Humeyra Pamuk

Washington Watch



S P O RT S

CAIRO:  Cairo club Zamalek are on the brink of winning the
championship in Egypt and ending the long-standing domi-
nance of their arch-rivals Al Ahli.

The aristocratic club, known as the White Knights, need
one point from their last two games of the season to bring
back a competitive edge to their rivalry with Al Ahli, who
won a record 37th championship last season.

A draw away at Al Geish, behind closed doors at Cairo’s Air
Defence Stadium, would give Zamalek their first league suc-
cess since 2004. Zamalek, coached by Portuguese Jesualdo
Ferreira, could have sewn up the title last week but lost their
derby to Al Ahli, who have won eight titles in the last decade
with two seasons not completed because of the civil unrest
in the country. This year’s championship has run over having
been suspended for just over a month after 22 people were
killed in a stampede on Feb. 8 when police fired tear gas and
birdshot at Zamalek supporters trying to force their way into
the Air Defence Stadium. Football matches have often been
a flashpoint for violence in Egypt where 72 Al Ahli fans were
killed in Port Said in February 2012, prompting a halt to club
football for almost a year. —Reuters

Zamalek on brink of title
MELBOURNE: Australian bad boy Bernard Tomic has shrugged off his Miami arrest
and banishment from the Davis Cup team to successfully defend his ATP title in
Bogota. Tomic was accused of hitting “rock bottom” by Tennis Australia’s high per-
formance chief Pat Rafter after being charged for resisting arrest and trespass in
relation to a noisy hotel room party he hosted earlier this month.

However, the negative attention does not appear to have affected the controver-
sial 22-year-old’s tennis. He battled past Frenchman Adrian Mannarino 6-1 3-6 6-2 in
Sunday’s final of the Claro Open to join Grigor Dimitrov and Milos Raonic as the only
players born in the 1990s to win three tour titles. “It’s been a very good
year,” Tomic said on the ATP website.”I started at No. 70  (in world
rankings) and am now closeto No. 20. It’s been a good seven
months. “I’ll try to play well the next three months and have the
chance to be in the Top 15.” Tomic, whose ranking has improved
to 25 from 29, was kicked out of the Davis Cup team after a tirade
against Tennis Australia (TA) officials at Wimbledon. Australia
won their quarter-final tie against Kazakhstan without him but
want him back in the side for the semi-final against Britain in
September. TA offered peace talks with Tomic to facilitate that but
he rejected the overture last week and said the feud would contin-
ue as long as the governing body declined to fund his sis-
ter’s development.—Reuters

Bad boy Tomic returns
LONDON: Struggling England batsman Ian Bell is backing himself to come
good at number three in this week’s third Ashes test against Australia at
Edgbaston, he said yesterday. The 33-year-old, under pressure for his place
after a poor run of form, will move up the order in place of the axed Gary
Ballance on his home ground. “For me it’s about performing,” Bell told BBC
Sport.  “Whether you’re batting three, four or five you’ve got to score hundreds
and I’m looking forward to that challenge. “I know that when I play at my best
I’m a world-class cricketer.” Bell has made 117 runs in the last six tests. “It’s a
brutal environment, international sport,” he said. “You have to perform. I’m

realistic enough to know that I haven’t played to the best of my ability
in the last two months.” Bell, who averages 43.18 in 112 tests, made

the last of his 22 test centuries against West Indies in April.
“I went from a hundred in Antigua to a little tricky run.  Who’s to

say that there’s not a hundred round the corner and I go off on a
good run?” he said. Bell believes confidence is high in the England
camp despite the 405-run drubbing by the Australians in the sec-

ond test at Lord’s which levelled the five-match series at 1-1.
“People wrote us off for this test series, said it was going to
be 5-0, but we performed brilliantly in Cardiff,” Bell said.
“We were poor at Lord’s but there’s no reason why we
can’t turn it round at Edgbaston.” —Reuters

Bell ready to move up

NEW YORK: Zack Greinke’s shutout streak
ended at 45 2/3 innings when the Mets
scored the first of two runs against him as
New York beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 3-2
Sunday off newcomer Juan Uribe’s single off
the wall in the 10th.

Jacob deGrom outpitched Greinke in a
marquee matchup that lived up to its
billing, but Yasmani Grandal hit a tying sin-
gle in the ninth as Los Angeles erased a
two-run deficit against closer Jeurys Familia,
who was trying for a four-out save.

Greinke allowed a run in the third on a
grounder by deGrom and another in the
sixth when rookie Michael Conforto was hit
by a pitch with the bases loaded.

Jenrry Mejia (1-0) pitched out of a jam in
the top of the 10th, striking out rookie slug-
ger Joc Pederson and retiring Howie
Kendrick with a runner on third. Juan
Nicasio (1-3) got the loss.

RED SOX 11, TIGERS 1
David Ortiz homered twice and drove in

a career-high seven runs to lead Boston
over Detroit. Ortiz, who had two three-run
homers and an RBI single, and Xander
Bogaerts each had four of the season-high
20 hits by the Red Sox.

Boston won for just the second time 11
games - with both victories coming in this
series. Nick Castellanos hit a solo homer for
the second straight day for the struggling
Tigers, who have lost six of nine. Eduardo
Rodriguez (6-3) rebounded from a miser-
able start by pitching seven strong innings.

Shane Greene (4-8) didn’t make it out of
the fifth inning for the third straight start
since being recalled from Triple-A Toledo.
He gave up five runs - four in the fifth - on
11 hits in 4 1/3 innings.

ROYALS 5, ASTROS 1
The Royals traded for right-hander

Johnny Cueto, and then used Yordano
Ventura’s seven sharp innings to beat Dallas
Keuchel and the Astros.

Ventura (5-7) allowed one run and six hits
in just his second win in his last seven starts.
The Royals announced during the game
that they had acquired Cueto from
Cincinnati for minor league left-handers
Brandon Finnegan, John Lamb and Cody
Reed, drawing a big cheer at Kauffman
Stadium.

Keuchel (12-5),  who started for the
American League in the All-Star Game, was

tagged for a season-high 10 hits in 6 2/3
innings. He also allowed five runs, matching
a season high.

PIRATES 3, NATIONALS 1
Gerrit Cole became the majors’ first 14-

game winner, leading Pittsburgh to the vic-
tory. Cole allowed one run and seven hits in
7 2/3 innings while improving to 3-1 with a
2.40 ERA in four July starts. The right-hander
struck out eight and walked none.

Cole (14-4) also became the first
Pittsburgh pitcher with 14 wins before
August since Dock Ellis in 1971.

Danny Espinosa chased Cole with a sin-
gle that put two runners on for Bryce
Harper, who grounded out against left-han-
der Tony Watson. Mark Melancon picked up
his major league-best 32nd save with a
scoreless ninth. Michael Taylor homered for
NL East-leading Washington, and Joe Ross
(2-3) struck out seven while pitching six
innings of three-run ball.

PHILLIES 11, CUBS 5
Ryan Howard homered for the second

straight day and rookie Aaron Nola got his
first major league win as Philadelphia com-
pleted a three-game series sweep.

Maikel Franco also went deep as the
major league-worst Phillies collected 17 hits
in their eighth win in nine games since the
All-Star break. Franco and Domonic Brown
each drove in three runs a day after Cole
Hamels threw no-hitter against the Cubs.

Nola (1-1) allowed four runs and five hits
in 7 2/3 innings in his second career start.
The touted prospect also had an RBI single
in Philadelphia’s three-run fourth.

With the game out of hand, Cubs catcher
David Ross pitched a perfect ninth. He then
hit a solo homer in the bottom half of the
inning. Chicago right-hander Jason Hammel
(5-5) was tagged for six runs and eight hits
in 3 2/3 innings.

WHITE SOX 2, INDIANS 1
Carlos Rodon pitched a shutout into the

seventh inning and Carlos Sanchez home-
red for the second straight day, powering
the White Sox to the road win.

Rodon and Sanchez, both rookies,
helped the White Sox finish off their first
four-game sweep in Cleveland since July 14-
17, 2005. Chicago outscored the Indians 26-
5 and never trailed in the series.

Rodon (4-3) recorded the longest outing

of his career in his first win since June 20.
The left-hander struck out nine and allowed
five hits in 6 2/3 innings. David Robertson
allowed a run in the ninth before finishing
for his 21st save. The Indians have lost six
straight at home and are 19-30 at
Progressive Field. Danny Salazar (8-6) yield-
ed two runs in 6 2/3 innings.

YANKEES 7, TWINS 2
Yankees right-hander Nathan Eovaldi

pitched impressively into the ninth inning,
and Chase Headley and Stephen Drew
homered. Eovaldi (10-2) came out to start
the ninth but was pulled after giving up a
leadoff double to Miguel Sano. He allowed
eight hits and walked one while reaching
double-digit wins for the first time.

Headley had two big hits against Kyle
Gibson (8-8) - the first a solo homer in the
fifth that made it 1-all, and then a two-run
single the next inning that knocked the
Twins starter out of the game.

BRAVES 3, CARDINALS 2
Adonis Garcia’s first career home run

broke a deadlock and rookie Matt Wisler
worked seven strong innings for Atlanta.
Wisler (5-1) allowed two runs and seven hits
in his longest outing since he pitched eight
innings in a win over the Mets in his major
league debut on June 19.

The Braves took advantage of Michael
Wacha’s wildness for a 2-0 lead in the sec-
ond inning. Ryan Lavarnway doubled into
the left-field corner to score Eury Perez, who
had worked a one-out walk from an 0-2
count. Following a two-out walk to Jace
Peterson, Cameron Maybin singled in
Lavarnway. Wacha (11-4) allowed three runs
and five hits in six innings. 

Steve Cishek, acquired in a trade with
Miami on Friday, tossed a scoreless eighth
inning in his Cardinals debut. Jim Johnson
got three outs for his ninth save.

ORIOLES 5, RAYS 2
Nolan Reimold had a two-run double

among three hits as the Orioles beat the
Rays for their second straight win after a
four-game skid.

Chen Wei-yin (5-6) won for the first time
in four starts against Tampa Bay, giving up
two runs and six hits while striking out three
in 5 1/3 innings.

Caleb Joseph hit a two-run homer for the
Baltimore. Evan Longoria and Logan
Forsythe homered for the Rays on consecu-
tive pitches in the fourth. In his fifth start
since returning from Tommy John surgery,
Matt Moore (1-2) allowed five runs and
eight hits in five innings. Four relievers fin-
ished for the Orioles. Zach Britton earned
his 25th save.

PADRES 3, MARLINS 2

Justin Upton homered and Odrisamer
Despaigne pitched six solid innings to lead
San Diego. Upton, mentioned in various
trade rumors, hit his 16th home run and
also singled. Yonder Alonso also had two
hits. Despaigne (4-7) gave up a run and two
hits with two walks and struck out three. 

He also hit a batter. The win was San
Diego’s third straight and Despaigne’s first
since beating the Pirates on May 31.
Joaquin Benoit pitched the eighth and Craig
Kimbrel got the last three outs for his 29th
save in 30 chances. The Padres have won
nine of the last 11 games against the
Marlins at Petco Park. Mat Latos (4-7) gave
up all three runs and six hits while striking
out six in six innings.

GIANTS 4, ATHLETICS 3
Tim Hudson earned a win against the

only team he had never beaten in a 17-
year big league career,  helping San
Francisco complete a sweep in the Bay
Bridge Series.

Matt Duffy hit a two-run homer in the
first and drove in three runs, and Brandon
Belt added an RBI single in the initial
inning to back Hudson (6-8), who became
the 15th pitcher to defeat all 30 current
teams in the majors.

Hudson also won his first game since
turning 40 on July 14. Buster Posey had a
season-high four hits in the Giants’ sixth
straight home win, fifth in a row overall
and 12th in 14.  A’s  rook ie Kendall
Graveman (6-7) lost his third straight start
and has failed to make it out of the fifth in
any of those outings.

ANGELS 13, RANGERS 7
Mike Trout had a grand slam and a solo

shot among his season-high four hits to
lead Los Angeles. CJ Cron also went deep
and rook ie Andrew Heaney kept his
unblemished record intact, helping the
Angels end a three-game skid and regain
sole possession of the AL West lead by a
game over the Houston Astros. Heaney (5-
0) allowed two runs and six hits over six
innings in his sixth start for the Angels
after making five starts last season with
the Miami Marlins and going 0-3 with a
5.83 ERA in seven total appearances.The
24-year-old left-hander has thrown at least
six innings and allowed fewer than three
runs in all of his outings this season. The
only pitcher in club history to do that in
each of his first seven starts with the club
was Jered Weaver in 2006. Nick Martinez
(5-6) was charged with four runs and six
hits in five-plus innings for Texas.

MARINERS 6, BLUE JAYS 5
Franklin Gutierrez homered with one

out in the bottom of the 10th inning to
give Seattle a win in a game the Mariners

kept close with the aid of a triple play.
Gutierrez jumped on an 0-2 pitch from

Aaron Loup (2-5) and drove it over the wall
in left-center for his third homer. Nelson
Cruz brought the Mariners even at 5-5 in
the seventh with his 25th home run, a
two-run shot to left off Bo Schultz.

Joe Beimel (2-1), who struck out one in
one relief inning, picked up the win for the
Mariners. With Toronto leading 4-3, the
Mariners turned a triple play in the fourth
inning. Ezequiel Carrera drew a leadoff
walk and moved to third on Kevin Pillar’s
single. Ryan Goings bounced out to first
and Pillar was hung up between first and
second, and Carrera stuck between third
and home. Both runners ended up at third
base and each was tagged out by catcher
Mike Zunino.

DIAMONDBACKS 3, BREWERS 0
Jeremy Hell ickson threw six strong

innings and Chris Owings drove in two
runs with a pinch-hit, two-out double as
Arizona beat suddenly punchless
Milwaukee, which was shut out in consecu-
tive games for the first time this season.

Jake Lamb tripled, doubled, drove in a
run and scored another for the
Diamondbacks, who put a successful finish
to an otherwise disappointing 4-6 homes-
tand. After scoring 27 runs in the four
games before coming to Arizona, the
Brewers managed just five in four against
the Diamondbacks. Arizona won Saturday
2-0 behind right-hander Rubby De La
Rosa. Hellickson (7-6) allowed four hits,
struck out six, walked three and hit a bat-
ter.  Relievers Andrew Chafin and David
Hernandez threw a perfect inning apiece
before Brad Ziegler completed the shutout
for his 17th save, the last 15 in a row. Matt
Garza (5-11) gave up three runs on seven
hits in 5 2/3 innings for Milwaukee.

ROCKIES 17, REDS 7
Nolan Arenado, Ben Paulsen and Carlos

Gonzalez each homered in a 10-run third
inning to help Colorado beat Cincinnati on
a day when the Reds traded ace Johnny
Cueto. It was a big afternoon for Paulsen,
who finished with a career-high four hits
that included a tr iple and two solo
homers. Gonzalez also had two homers
and drove in a career-best six runs.

Colorado had eight hits in the third,
including back-to-back homers by
Arenado and Paulsen, to turn a 4-2 deficit
into a 12-4 lead. Michael Lorenzen (3-5)
was roughed up for eight runs in 2 1/3
innings. Kyle Kendrick (4-11) yielded six
runs in five shaky innings for his first win
since June 23. Before the game, Cincinnati
finalized a deal that sent Cueto to the
Kansas City Royals for three pitching
prospects.—AP

BOSTON: Boston Red Sox’s David Ortiz tosses the bat as he watches the flight of his three-
run home run in the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers at Fenway
Park. —AP

NEW YORK: Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Yasmani Grandal (right) looks back for the call as New York Mets’ Kirk Nieuwenhuis (9) scores on
Jacob deGrom’s third-inning RBI-single in a baseball game. —AP

Mets down Dodgers, Tigers tamed
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ONTARIO: Jason Day, from Australia holds up the trophy with the help of members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police after winning the
Canadian Open golf tournament. —AP

TORONTO:  Jason Day birdied the final three
holes en route to a four-under 68 to capture the
Canadian Open, holding off David Hearn and
Bubba Watson in a final-round shoot-out on
Sunday.

The 27-year-old Australian drained a 21-foot
birdie putt on 18 to finish at 17-under 271 and
beat two-time Masters champion Watson (69) by
one stroke in the $5.8 million USPGA Tour event.

“There is no better feeling than coming down
the wire and contending with these guys. It was
back and forth all day,” said Day. “This is the
fourth win of my career and I am so proud to be
the Canadian Open champion.” Crowd-favourite
Hearn shot an even-par 72 and finished alone in
third place, two strokes back of Day as he just
missed out becoming the first Canadian to win
the tournament in 61 years.

American Watson also closed with a string of
back-nine birdies at the Glen Abbey Golf Club,
rolling in four straight as both he and Day vault-
ed past third-round leader Hearn, who led for
most of Sunday’s round.  Day, who was coming

off a tie for fourth at the British Open, becomes
the third Australian to win the event, joining
Greg Norman (1984 and 1992) and Nathan
Green (2009).

Day rolled in a 12-foot putt for birdie on the
par-four 17th to take the lead from Hearn at 16-
under, and then sealed the win in emphatic style
with his 20-footer on the 72nd hole.

“I am so glad I got that putt in. It just feels so
good right now,” Day said. “I am going to soak it
in as much as possible.” Watson had a chance to
force a playoff on 18 but his eagle effort from
just off the green on 18 missed left.

Hearn, who was hoping to become the first
Canuck to win the Canadian Open since Pat
Fletcher in 1954, saw his birdie putt at the final
hole rim out, costing him a share of second
place.  “I didn’t quite pull it off but I still gave
myself a chance with three or four holes to go,”
said Hearn.  “I felt like I was in control. But I knew
I needed to make some birdies today and even
par wasn’t going to get it done.” Two-time
Canadian Open champion Jim Furyk came in

fourth at 274 after closing with a 69. Tom Hoge
and Stewart Cink each carded 66s to tie for fifth
at 275. Canadian Adam Hadwin (68) and three
Americans-Matt Kuchar (69), Austin Cook (69)
and Charley Hoffman (70) — shared seventh
place at 276. Day, of Beaudesert, Queensland,
contended in both the British and US Open earli-
er this year in bids for his first major champi-
onship.  He bravely fought through vertigo while
finishing ninth at the US Open in Tacoma,
Washington, last month before his fourth-place
finish at St. Andrews-where he was one stroke
out of the playoff won by Zach Johnson. His dra-
matic birdie on 18 Sunday virtually assured him
of the crown as it provided him with a two-shot
lead over Watson and Hearn who were playing
in the final group.

“I took the opportunity and to be able to do
that gives me a lot more confidence going into
the rest of the season,” he said. Day said he
would take next week off because the last cou-
ple of tournaments have “been a big grind for
me.” —AFP

Day wins Canadian Open

CRANS-MONTANA: Englishman Danny
Willett drained three late birdies and fired a
bogey-free final round of 65 to win the
European Masters by one shot over compa-
triot Matthew Fitzpatrick at Crans-Montana
on Sunday. 

The 27-year-old Yorkshireman, who held
the halfway lead at last week’s British Open
and eventually finished tied for sixth, hit a
five-under par round that crucially included
birdies at 13, 14 and 15 as Fitzpatrick, 20,
paid the price for a bogey at the 11th.  

Tyrell Hatton was alone in third spot on
15 under, as English players swept the top
three places, with Sweden’s Pelle Edberg a
further shot back in fourth and India’s
Anirban Lahiri completing the top five on
12 under, five shots adrift of Willett. 

“It was a great day,” said Willett, who was
winning his third title on the
tour.”Yesterday (Saturday) was a bit disap-
pointing, but today I played some really
good golf.”Matt (Fitzpatrick) was snapping
at my heels all day, so I’m delighted to get
the job done.

“I kept really calm all day, and just wait-
ed for the chances to come. “Two wins and
good performances in Majors and Golf
Championships is more than I could have
hoped for really, but I have worked really
hard so it is nice to get the rewards for it.”
added Willett, who is a former world num-
ber one at amateur level and had a success-
ful college career in the United States.

Fitzpatrick was sporting in defeat and
admitted the best man won on the day. “I
played to win but Danny just went one bet-
ter, so you have to take your hat off to him,”
said the youngster. “I don’t have any regrets
whatsoever, and that is all you can ask of
yourself. I gave it everything, but Danny
was very impressive. “It is still only my first
season on Tour and I am only 20, so I am
still learning every week. Experiences like
today’s (Sunday) will be invaluable in the
future.” added Fitzpatrick. Hatton, 23,
recorded the best score of the day with a
62 that included an eagle and six birdies,
but just came up short in his bid for a maid-
en EPGA title. —AFP

Willett clinches
European Masters

OMAHA: With the FIVB World Grand Prix
Finals championship already secured, the
United States added a three-set victory
over China on Sunday to cap the tourna-
ment.

With a spike by home-state hero Jordan
Larson-Burbach to finish things off, the top-
ranked Americans avenged their July 18
five-set loss to China with a 25-23, 25-19,
25-18 sweep before an announced crowd
of 8,500 at CenturyLink Center.

Karsta Lowe and Megan Easy combined
for 26 spikes to power the United States
offense in its final test before the first 2016
Olympic qualifying tournament - the FIVB
Women’s World Cup from Aug. 22 to Sept. 6
in Japan.

Lowe finished with a team-high 17
points (15 spikes, two blocks) while Easy
had 13 points on 11 spikes and a pair of
blocks. Larson-Burbach, who grew up in
tiny Hooper, Nebraska, and Christa Dietzen
both finished with 10 points.

The victory capped a good week for the
U.S. women’s national team as it readies for
the 2016 Olympics. The US team playing at
the Pan American Games in Toronto swept
Brazil 25-22, 25-21, 28-26 on Saturday to
win the gold medal. The Americans fin-
ished that tournament 5-1, winning it for
just the second time since 1967.

Carli Lloyd - not to be confused with the
US women’s national soccer team star -
won the Pan Am tournament’s Most
Valuable Player award, along with being
named best setter.

In Omaha, the United States clinched

the World Grand Prix title with a 25-16, 25-
22, 25-21 over second-ranked Brazil on
Saturday. United States coach Karch Kiraly
said winning two major international
events with wins over rival Brazil - along
with Sunday’s sweep of China - was a mile-
stone in the history of USA Volleyball.

Brazil is the defending Olympic champi-
ons after defeating the United States in the
final of the 2012 London Olympics.
“Yesterday was a special day for the USA
women,” Kiraly said. “Locking in our win
here at Grand Prix Finals week and . min-
utes later, USA women beating the other
Brazil in Toronto.

“I was really proud of the way this team
dialed it in. We had already earned the right
to be called champions here, but we want-
ed to finish this tournament right.”

Though China left some of its top-shelf
players home to prepare for the World Cup
and, like the Americans, Brazil was playing
with a split squad, Lowe said any victory at
this level is important for the program’s
progress.

“Yes, maybe we weren’t playing their
best rosters, but that doesn’t matter,” Lowe
said. “China has such a deep roster, as we
do. I feel like when you get to this level, it
doesn’t matter who you put out there,
everyone’s good.”

In the later matches Sunday, Brazil
defeated Italy 25-18, 25-27, 30-28, 25-18,
and Russia swept Japan 25-11, 25-19, 25-
18. Russia won the silver medal and Brazil
won the bronze. Lowe was named the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player.—AP

With title secured 
US sweeps China

UNCASVILLE: With All-Star weekend fin-
ished, the WNBA turns its attention to the
second half of the season. The sprint to the
playoffs and the WNBA championship will
most likely hinge on which team can stay
the healthiest. Minnesota is leading the
Western Conference right now, but the
Lynx are without two of their three All-Stars
as Lindsay Whalen and Seimone Augustus
are sidelined with injuries. Whalen, who
hurt her eye last week, should be back
soon. Augustus is out until mid-August
while recovering from arthroscopic knee
surgery.

“I like where we are and I like our mind-
set, how we’ve handled the adversity,” said
Maya Moore, who was the MVP of the
league’s All-Star contest. “We’ll keep push-
ing through and get better. We’d love to
have everyone healthy. For now, we’ll go
with what we got and I like what we have.”

Los Angeles is sitting in last in the con-
ference, but the Sparks are going to get a
big boost this week with the return of
Candace Parker. The two-time league MVP
sat out the first half of the season to rest

her body. She returns to a team that is only
1 1/2 games out of the playoffs.

“That definitely has helped us knowing
that we aren’t out of it,” Sparks forward
Nneka Ogwumike said. “When you look at
our record, it doesn’t reflect what you
watch when you come to one of our
games. We don’t look like a team that’s los-
ing. We’re not giving in.”

While the West is quite spread out, the
East is bunched - as usual. New York enters
the second half of the season in first, but all
six teams are within five games of the
Liberty.

“If you think about it, the previous years,
for the ‘W’, especially for the East, teams are
always clustered,” Indiana’s Tamika
Catchings said. “You can go from being
fourth to first to sixth.” Finishing in first is no
guarantee in the East to make the WNBA
Finals. Last season, Chicago advanced as
the No. 4 seed. The Fever were the last
team to make it to the championship as the
top seed in the East in 2009. “That’s the
cool thing about our league is you never
know,” Catchings said.—AP

WNBA season set 
to get under way

OMAHA: China’s Changning Zhang (left) and China’s Chunlei Zeng (right) go for a dig
in a women’s FIVB World Grand Prix volleyball match against the United States. —AP

MICHIGAN: Lexi Thompson surged
past overnight leader Lizette Salas
and held off a last-day charge by
Gerina Piller to win her fifth career
LPGA title by one shot at the Meijer
LPGA Classic in Grand Rapids,
Michigan on Sunday.

Four strokes behind fellow
American Salas heading into the final
round, the long-hitting Thompson
birdied five of the first eight holes on
the way to a six-under-par 65 in
bright sunshine at Blythefield
Country Club. Though she was briefly
caught at the top by a red-hot Piller
with eight holes to play, Thompson
picked up two more shots over the
closing stretch, along with a bogey
on 17, to post an 18-under-par total
of 266.

American Piller, bidding for her
first win on the LPGA Tour, closed
with an eight-birdie 64 to tie for sec-
ond with Salas (70). The 20-year-old
Thompson, who will climb from 13th
to sixth when the new world rank-
ings are issued on Monday, earned a
winner’s cheque of $300,000 for her
first LPGA victory of the season. “It
feels amazing,” Thompson said after
tapping in a two-footer to par the
last. “It still hasn’t really hit me yet
because everything happened so
fast.

“I was just trying to focus on my
own game ... having fun in between
shots and I think that’s what helped
me shoot six under today.

“It’s definitely momentum going
into the next week being a major,”
said Thompson, who left the course
after her post-round interviews for
Detroit Metro Airport to board a
plane for Scotland and next week’s
Women’s British Open at Turnberry.

Thompson, who won her first
major title at last year’s Kraft Nabisco
Championship, made a sizzling start
to the final round with birdies at the
first, fourth and fifth to cut Salas’
overnight lead to just one shot.
When Salas bogeyed the par-four
seventh, she dropped back into a
three-way tie at the top with
Thompson and Piller, who had reeled
off five birdies in the first eight holes.

Salas’ challenge effectively ended
with another bogey at the 10th and
Thompson took control of the tour-
nament with further birdies at the
10th, 11th and 15th. South Korea’s
Ryu So-yeon (66) and American Kris
Tamulis (68) finished joint fourth at
15-under while Korean world num-
ber one Park In-bee tumbled back
into a tie for 44th after closing with
a 76. —Reuters

Thompson grabs LPGA Classic

BELMONT: Lexi Thompson holds the trophy after winning the Meijer LPGA Classic golf tournament. —AP
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COLORADO: Lexus completed a successful
week at the legendary Pikes Peak International
Hill Climb recently with a third place podium
finish for the all-new RC F GT Concept driven
by Justin Bell. The race which took place in
Colorado, USA was marked by adverse weath-
er conditions which prevented some racers
from completing their runs, but it worked out
well for the Lexus team considering the RC F
GT Concept is a new vehicle and this was Bell’s
debut at Pikes Peak.

Justin Bell, who is a British driving ace, is
also a FIA GT world champion, 24 Hours of Le

Mans winner and a prominent automotive
media personality. A seasoned driver in a wide
range of vehicles, Bell will bring his vast expe-
rience and knowledge to bear on the develop-
ment side of the RC F GT Concept.

The RC F GT Concept builds upon the lega-
cy of the IS F CCS-R vehicle that last competed
at Pikes Peak in 2013. This historic event, now
in its 93rd running, is a race against the clock
that tests man and machine with the changing
elements, altitude, and a treacherous 12.42
mile, 156 turn course that winds up the peak
from 9,390 feet up to the 14,115 foot summit.

According to Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation, “Justin drove brilliantly during
the race and the RC F GT Concept also per-
formed wonderfully on a very challenging
course. At Lexus, one of our biggest priorities
is the evolution of the F brand with participa-
tion in motorsports providing us with an out-
standing opportunity to go beyond Concepts
and also develop components for F brand
products. Competitive races like Pikes Peak
help nurture a performance engineering cul-

ture and ideology that will have the greatest
influence on future F brand products. I would
also like to acknowledge the huge support
from our fans for our motorsports activities all
over the globe and we deeply appreciate their
loyalty and encouragement.”

Serving as much more than a mere compe-
tition vehicle, the new RC F GT Concept repre-
sents a pivotal piece of the Lexus F brand
motorsports effort along with the forthcoming
global GT3 program. Much like the IS F CCS-R
vehicles whose efforts in motorsports helped
develop key components such as the engine

and transmission for the 2015 RC F, the new
GT Concept program will continue to elabo-
rate on the F brand’s performance mission,
allowing Lexus engineers to experiment with
prototype components, tuning ideas, settings,
and software development.  

The RC F GT Concept retains the same
engine and transmission as the production
vehicle Lexus RC F. With the RC F GT Concept,
engineers can test the engine, transmission
and chassis components in various conditions,
experimenting with different tuning ideas, set-
tings and software.

Lexus finishes third in Pikes Peak Hill with All-New RC F GT Concept

FRANCE: Race winner Britain’s Chris Froome kisses the trophy as he stands on the podium at the end of the Tour de France cycling race. —ñAP

PARIS: Many both in the peloton and watching from
afar may have groaned when Chris Froome said he
intended to ride on for another six to eight years, but
not everyone is disappointed.

There are some who feel the domination Froome
has shown at times in winning his two Tour de France
titles-in 2013 and again this month-has taken the
gloss off the greatest cycle race in the world.

And yet, that would be to ignore what turned out
to be one of the most thrilling Tours in recent memo-
ry. The final 1min 12sec victory margin was the clos-
est since Carlos Sastre of Spain finished 58sec ahead
of Australian Cadel Evans in 2008.

And even that does no justice to the exciting final
two stages in which Nairo Quintana started eating
into Froome’s lead with incessant attacks every time
the road angle started rising. 

Two years ago, Quintana was second to Froome at
4min 20sec-a margin that would have been 43sec
greater but for the Briton slowing down on the final
stage to cross the finish line arm-in-arm with his Sky
team-mates. Quintana has greatly closed that gap
and at 25 is five years younger than Froome.

Quite apart from embarking on a period of
Froome domination, the Tour stands to witness one
of the great cycling rivalries.Cycling has seen some
great such duels in the past, notably between Italians
Gino Bartali and Fausto Coppi, or Frenchmen Jacques
Anquetil and Raymond Poulidor, but Froome and
Quintana could match or even eclipse any of those.

One of the most intriguing aspects is that rather
than two riders reaching their prime at the same
time, one is on his way up while the other should be
coming out of his-much like the situation in tennis a
few years ago with Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal, as
opposed to football’s clash between Lionel Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Froome received a lot of bad press on the 2015
Tour, with some accusing him of doping or riding a
motorised bicycle, slurs Quintana has not had to put
up with.

And yet, arguably, what gave Froome victory over
the Colombian was circumstance. A crash on the
windy second stage in the Netherlands held up
Quintana and his Movistar team, a split formed in the
peloton and in crosswinds, that can be fatal. By the
finish, Quintana had lost 1min 28sec to Froome-more
than the final winning margin.

It was the Briton’s surge and victory on the first
Pyrenean summit finish on stage 10 that most caused
consternation, although he beat Quintana by just

1min 04sec.
On Alpe d’Huez, the Colombian put 1min 20sec

into Froome without eliciting any doping suspicions.
Over the course of the race, Quintana, as was to be
expected, was the strongest rider in the mountains-
although not by much from Froome.

But perhaps from a spectacle point of view, what
was most exciting was how one rider pulled out a
lead before the other started reeling him in-Quintana
just left this sprint finish til a touch too late

The Colombian is not as good a time-triallist as
Froome and with his slight frame, he is vulnerable on
flat stages on the open roads. It makes for a rivalry
that is sure to ebb and flow, with one taking time
against the clock or in crosswinds, and the other

clawing it back on the climbs.
This year’s Tour route perhaps suited Quintana

more than Froome and the fear may be that the
Briton would win more easily on a course with more
individual time-trialling.

But what Quintana proved this year is that he has
matured. In 2013 he lost time after launching attacks
in the Pyrenees too far from the finish and running
out of steam.

This time he was more patient and calculated-per-
haps too much-and he is sure to continue improving
both physically and tactically as the years progress.

Froome may be already as good as he will ever be.
Time will tell, but this is a battle that could be played
out many more times at the Tour de France.—AFP

BUDAPEST: Formula One world champion Lewis
Hamilton made a string of errors at the Hungarian
Grand Prix on Sunday but still stretched  his lead
over Mercedes team mate Nico Rosberg to 21
points.

“Today was one of the worst performances I’ve
put in for a long, long time. I was all over the place,”
the Briton said after starting on pole, collecting a
drive through penalty, dropping to 15th and then
finishing sixth.

“I don’t know if it was a lack of concentration or
what. I’m going to take it on the chin. “I definitely
had a very bad day in the office,” added the double
champion, who has won five of 10 races so far this
season. “Do I deserve any points? By the grace of
God I got some points.”

Before the start,  Hamilton had spoken of
Hungary fast becoming one of his favourite cir-
cuits.  Winner four times previously at the
Hungaroring, he had dominated practice and qual-
ified more than half a second quicker than
Rosberg, who started next to him on the front row
of the grid.

Both Mercedes drivers were passed by the
Ferraris after an aborted first start, caused by the
Williams of Brazilian Felipe Massa being out of

position, and the afternoon then became a hard
slog in dirty air. Hamilton, already fourth, went
wide at the chicane on the first lap and fell down
to 10th.

Yet even when Hamilton had dropped down
the order, a victory still looked possible with the
Briton lapping more than a second a lap faster
than Rosberg and clawing his way back to fourth
place. The deployment of the safety car, after Force
India’s Nico Hulkenberg had crashed, further
bunched up the leaders and helped his hand.

But Hamilton then collided with Australian
Daniel Ricciardo’s Red Bull after the re-start, col-
lecting a drive-through penalty and having to
make an unscheduled stop for a new front wing.

The Briton even apologised to the team over
the radio for his errors.”I pushed right to the end
but there were so many obstacles.  It’s like there
were two different directions and each time I
chose the wrong one,” said Hamilton.

With Rosberg running in second place, and
looking like he could win and take the champi-
onship lead, Hamilton had Ricciardo to thank for
then wrecking his team mate’s race with a late col-
lision. Rosberg suffered a puncture and finished
eighth. —Reuters

INDIANAPOLIS: There was no celebratory burnout - Kyle Busch has
done plenty of those the last few weeks - just another big, fat kiss at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Busch’s triumphant return following a horrible crash the day
before the season-opening Daytona 500 continued Sunday with one
of the biggest wins of his career. He grabbed an elusive victory at
Indy, where Busch won the Brickyard 400 for a weekend sweep at the
historic track.

Busch missed the first 11 races of the season with a broken right
leg and broken left foot. He returned in late May and has won three
consecutive Sprint Cup Series races and four of the last five.

His latest win was celebrated with the traditional kissing of the
Yard of Bricks, where he was accompanied by his wife and son, who
was born in May.

“Being away for 11 weeks, it was tough. It was pretty hard times,”
Busch said. “It was tough to fight through all those things that I had
to go through, Samantha had to go through while she was pregnant.
She was helping me. All the steps that we went through to get back
into the race car were quite challenging. “But once we’ve been back, I
felt like I just continued right on my stride. This has been a phenome-
nal return. I won’t say phenomenal year because it was a dismal year
to start, but I guess I’ll take that 11-week vacation any year if it’s
going to look like this.”

Now he has a prestigious Brickyard victory to give him one of
NASCAR’s elusive crown jewels. His Indianapolis victory ranks along-
side his Southern 500 win at Darlington Raceway as the biggest of
his career. “Maybe I found my happy place,” Busch said in victory lane
when asked if he has found a new perspective since he was injured
in a crash the day before the season-opening Daytona. 500.

Busch, who also won the second-tier Xfinity Series race Saturday
at Indianapolis, moved 23 points away from cracking the top 30 in
the standings. NASCAR granted him a waiver that will make him eli-
gible for the Chase for the Sprint Cup championship should he be
ranked inside the top 30 in points.

“We’re a championship contending team, we just need to be
championship eligible,” Busch said. The win for Joe Gibbs Racing was
the first Sprint Cup Series victory at Indianapolis for Toyota, which
has now won at all 23 active tracks. Toyota has won the last six
national series races dating back to Busch’s win at Kentucky, and JGR
has won four consecutive poles and four consecutive races.

Chevrolet had entered the race on a 12-year winning streak and
had won 16 of the 21 Brickyards. The manufacturer also won the
Indianapolis 500 in May with Roger Penske driver Juan Pablo
Montoya.

But Penske was denied his first Brickyard 400 win when Joey
Logano finished second to Busch on Sunday in a Ford. “Geez, I guess
Kyle’s back,” Daytona 500 winner Logano said. “It’s just so frustrating
running second at the Brickyard. Second hurts.”

Busch knows that all too well. He finished second in two of the
previous three Brickyards. Kevin Harvick was third in a Chevrolet, fol-
lowed by Martin Truex Jr., Busch teammate Denny Hamlin and Clint
Bowyer. Matt Kenseth, another Gibbs driver, was seventh, followed
by Kurt Busch and Kyle Larson.

Penske driver Brad Keselowski rounded out the top 10. Jeff
Gordon’s final Brickyard 400 was a huge bust as an early spin caused
considerable damage that eventually sent him to the garage for
repairs. Gordon, who has a record five victories at Indianapolis, fin-
ished 42nd. He’s retiring at the end of the year. “It was disappointing,”
Gordon said. “I have had an amazing career here in Indy. The fans
have been spectacular. I am not going to let a couple races over-
throw the races that have gone well.”

Two-time Brickyard winner Tony Stewart was strong early but
strategy backfired on the Indiana native and he finished 28th.
NASCAR used a track-specific rules package Sunday that was
designed to improve the racing on a track that has proven to be
incredibly hard to pass at since the heavy stock cars began racing on
the Brickyard.

But the low-drag package didn’t appear to be much of an
improvement as drivers complained all weekend that the turbulence
was too strong around their car when they’d close in on another. In
the end, there were 16 lead changes among six drivers and Harvick,
who called Sunday’s race “a science project,” led a race-high 75 laps.

“I think everybody put in a lot of effort to really try to make every-
thing a lot better, spent a lot of money, but I don’t know that we
accomplished everything that we were looking to accomplish,”
Harvick said. Aside from the lack of improved competition, the cars
were extremely hot inside the cockpit because the aerodynamic
package was trapping air inside. Busch was one of many drivers
physically drained following Saturday’s race, and Sunday’s race
seemed to have the same consequence. This same rules package is
scheduled to be used next month at Michigan.

“I got a huge blister on my foot,” Logano said. “I think the extend-
ed bumper cover on the back of these things doesn’t let the airflow
underneath the car like it used to without it, and I think it builds the
inside temperature up. I’ve got sweat in my eyes. “It’s just too hot
inside those cars.” —AP

Busch grabs elusive

Indy victory

Froome and Quintana set for epic Tour rivalry

Hamilton gets it wrong 

but still stretches lead
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KAZAN: United States’ Jordan Wilimovsky competes to win the gold medal in the men’s 10km open water swim competition at the Swimming
World Championships. —AP

KAZAN: Jordan Wilimovsky cruised to a 12.1-
second victory in the 10-kilometer open water
race at the world swimming championships yes-
terday, one of 10 men to qualify for a berth in
next year’s Olympics. The 20-year-old swimmer
from Malibu, California, took the lead with 3 kilo-
meters remaining and powered through the fin-
ish chute to hit the touchpad in 1 hour, 49 min-
utes, 48.2 seconds. Wilimovsky pulled out to a
comfortable lead heading into the final circuit
on the Kazanka River under ideal conditions.
There was little wind and the 70-degree F (21-
degree C) water was flat on a 73-degree F (22-
degree C) day.

“My strategy was to hang back for the first
five kilometers, build up at the last five kilome-
ters and have enough at the end to hopefully
finish fast,” Wilimovsky said.

Ferry Weertman of the Netherlands earned
silver in 1:50:00.3. Two-time 10k world champion
Spyridon Gianniotis of Greece took bronze in
1:50:00.7 to earn his fifth Olympic berth at age
35. Olympic champion Ous Mellouli of Tunisia
was in the lead pack going into the last lap, but
faded to 23rd and won’t defend his title next
year in Rio de Janeiro. Mellouli, who finished in
1:50:50.2, strode past reporters without speak-
ing. Weertman said navigating the rectangular
course near the white-walled Kazan Kremlin was

difficult because of its sprawling size.
“The group went a little bit all in waves, so

everybody was swimming against each other
but that makes it a little bit more fun for us,” he
said. “At the end he (Wilimovsky) was just going
crazy. I tried to follow him. I got pretty close but
not close enough and I’m pretty happy with my
second place.”

Gianniotis and Mellouli were far back during
the first half of the race. After 5 kilometers,
Mellouli was in the top 10, while the Greek
swimmer was 30th. Gianniotis briefly moved
into second place late in the race before winding
up third.

Gianniotis took pride in seeing the blue-and-
white Greek flag raised at a time when his coun-
try has been plunged into economic crisis and is
seeking a third international financial bailout.

“Greece is in a really bad situation,” he said.
“The last two or three weeks I tried to keep very
focused. It was really hard. Today I swam for my
country.”

The top 10 finishers qualified for the
Olympics, including fourth-place Sean Ryan of
Chattanooga, Tennessee. He was second behind
Wilimovsky heading for the opposite side of the
riverbank from the finish on the final circuit
before touching fourth in 1:50:03.3.

“I was really pumped to see Jordan up there

and I knew if the two of us were up that high
there was a really good chance we’d both be
going to Rio,” Ryan said.

He finished 50th in the 10k at worlds two
years ago in Barcelona, Spain, and had yet to
absorb the reality of his newly earned Olympic
berth after the race. “That will probably take a
week or two,” Ryan said, laughing. “It’s just a
dream come true.”

Jack Burnell of Britain was fifth, followed by
Marc-Antoine Olivier of France, Simone Ruffini of
Italy, Richard Weinberger of Canada, Allan Do
Carmo of Brazil and Federico Vanelli of Italy.

Coming into the finish, Wilimovsky looked to
his right and saw swimmers coming up and no
one on his left. “I climbed out for a couple of
strokes and saw the orange finish chute and I
was like, ‘I’m just going to kick for that as hard as
I can,’” he said.

The chance to make the Olympics directly
from Kazan drew a record 72 swimmers to the
race, including Chad Ho of South Africa, who
won the 5k title on Saturday.

“The first 1,000 my goggles were super foggy
so I felt like I was just a pinball between people,”
Ryan said. Gergely Gyurta of Hungary, the
younger brother of Olympic champion pool
swimmer Daniel Gyurta, led for the first 5 kilo-
meters but finished 13th.—AP

Wilimovsky wins 10k 

open water world title

NEW DELHI: South Africa will undertake
their longest cricket tour of India later this
year to contest all three formats over a
nine-week period, the Indian board
announced yesterday.

The tour, which comprises three
Twenty20 matches, five one-day interna-
tionals and four Tests, will run between
September 29 and December 7.

It will be the first time South Africa will
play a Twenty20 international on Indian soil
in preparation for the World Twenty20
which will be held across India in March-
April next year.

South Africa have also never contested a
four-Test series in India before, adding a
new challenge for Hashim Amla’s top-
ranked Proteas side.

The tour starts with the three T20 games
from October 2 to 8, followed by the five
one-dayers from Oct 11 to 25. The four
Tests will be played in Mohali (November 5-

9), Bangalore (Nov 14-18), Nagpur (Nov 25-
29) and New Delhi December (3-7). The sec-
ond match in Bangalore is expected to be
South African batting star AB de Villiers’
100th Test.

Schedule:
Sept 29: T20 practice match, Delhi
Oct 2: : First T20 international, Dharamsala
Oct 5  : Second T20 international, Cuttack
Oct 8 : Third T20 international, Kolkata
Oct 11 : First ODI, Kanpur
Oct 14 : Second ODI, Indore
Oct 18 : Third ODI, Rajkot
Oct 22 : Fourth ODI, Chennai
Oct 25 : Fifth ODI, Mumbai
Oct 30-31 : Two-day tour match vs Board
President’s XI, Mumbai
Nov 5-9: First Test, Mohali
Nov 14-18 : Second Test, Bangalore
Nov 25-29 : Third Test, Nagpur
Dec 3-7: Fourth Test, Delhi. —AFP

S Africa set for 

long India tour 

BIRMINGHAM: Australia fast bowler
Mitchell Starc weighed into the ongoing
row over the state of pitches for the Ashes
series yesterday by accusing England of not
knowing what they want.

Following the tourists’ crushing 405-run
win in the second Test at Lord’s, which lev-
elled the five-match series at 1-1, Trevor
Bayliss-England’s Australian coach-called
for typical English seaming wickets rather
than the slow and low pitch at the ‘home of
cricket’ which he said had played “into the
Australians’ hands”. 

There have been suggestions that
England and Wales Cricket Board chiefs
have ordered groundsmen to prepare
deliberately slow surfaces for the five-
match series in a bid to blunt Australia’s
impressive pace attack, although England
team director Andrew Strauss has denied
issuing such a request.

But with the tourists quicks significantly
faster than their England counterparts,
Australia took the surface out of the equa-
tion at Lord’s, where the lack of seam
movement hampered James Anderson
more than anyone. That match saw
Anderson, England’s most successful Test
bowler with 406 wickets, go wicketless for
the first time in 59 Tests.

“They’re not really sure what they want
to do now,” Starc told reporters at
Edgbaston, where the third Test starts
tomorrow. “Some of their team want bat-
ting-friendly wickets and that hasn’t helped
them at Lord’s.  “They want to get their
bowlers back in the game, but we’ve got
the pace as well. 

“It doesn’t matter what they dish up.
We’ve got all bases covered.” The Test pitch
at Edgbaston, the Birmingham headquar-
ters of county side Warwickshire, had a
decent covering of grass when the covers
were removed on Monday.

Warwickshire groundsman Gary Barwell
didn’t lack for advice yesterday, with ECB
pitches consultant Chris Wood and Mick
Hunt, the long-serving Lord’s groundsman,
both examining the pitch.

But with just two days until the Test
starts, Barwell effectively only has two
options now-leave the grass on or cut it off.
“I will be surprised if it stays the way it is,”
said Starc of the heavily scrutinised surface.
“If it does, then I am sure all the quicks will
be lining up.”

Whatever the eventual state of the
pitch, England will have to improve their
play against an Australia pace attack led by
Starc’s fellow left-armer Mitchell Johnson
and also featuring Josh Hazlewood.
England all-rounder Moeen Ali recently
said Johnson had “bowled very well in one
innings out of four” this series.

But the way in which Ali was bounced
out by Johnson, fending a rising delivery to
short leg as England collapsed to a woeful
103 all out in their second innings at Lord’s,
suggested Australia’s spearhead was com-
ing into form. 

“Moeen can keep watching the replay of
the ball he got in the second innings if he
likes. I don’t want to face that stuff,” Starc
said. 

England have rejigged their line-up in a
bid to avoid the kind of top-order collapse
that has seen them three wickets down for
43 or fewer runs seven times in their last
13 Test innings. Gary Ballance has been
dropped and replaced by Yorkshire team-
mate Jonny Bairstow, who is averaging
over 100 in the County Championship this
season. Bairstow is set to bat at number
five with the struggling Ian Bell due to
take Ballance’s place at number three.
“Anytime you have got the opposition
changing line-ups you are in a good spot,”
said Starc. —AFP

Starc pitches into England

Mitchell Starc

TORONTO: The United States won the inaugu-
ral women’s baseball competition at the Pan
American Games on Sunday, while Uruguay
beat defending champion Mexico in the men’s
soccer final on the closing day of competition.

Ecuador’s Andres Chocho, who battled both
laryngitis and a stomach problem over the last
three weeks, led a Latin American sweep of the
podium in the men’s 50km walk as he crossed in
a season-best three hours, 50 minutes and 13
seconds.

Guatemala’s Erick Barrondo claimed silver
while Mexico’s Horacio Nava took bronze in
steamy conditions.”This is a reward for a long,
long journey for many years of really hard work,”
said Chocho.

“The heat was (a factor) for every one of us. I
can handle it really well. I’m really happy to do
that because I really like to compete in this kind
of event.”

The United States dominated the medals
table, finishing first with 103 gold and 265 over-
all after 16 days of competition in 36 sports
between countries from North America, Latin
America, South America and the Caribbean.
Canada were second with 78 gold and 217 over-
all followed by Brazil with 41 gold and 141 total.
The US women helped avenge their male coun-
terparts’ wild extra-innings loss to Canada in the

men’s baseball final by routing the hosts 11-3
for the gold medal.

“When you play the US, you can’t make any
mistake,” said Andre Lachance, manager of the
Canadian women’s baseball team.  “To their
credit, they played a better game today.”

The same countries met in the women’s soft-
ball final, but Canada prevailed in that game
with a 4-2 win. Mexico beat the United States 2-
0 in both the men’s and women’s team racquet-
ball finals, giving them four of the six gold
medals handed out in the sport at the Pan Am
Games.

In the men’s soccer final, Uruguay got a goal
from Brian Lozano off a direct kick in the 11th
minute and then held on for a 1-0 win over
defending Pan Am champion Mexico.

“This medal is such a unique thing for foot-
ball in Uruguay and for this jersey,” said Lozano.
“For me this is a dream, a unique moment that I
will remember with the national team. I’m glad
to have really enjoyed it. We leave as a champi-
on. “It’s true that Uruguay is a small country but
we always give a lot of effort for soccer.”

Meanwhile, there was no shortage of awe-
inspiring moments at the 2015 Pan American
Games as standout athletes left a lasting
impression with performances that may lead to
greater success on the Olympic stage. Many of

the athletes at the two-week, multi-sport event
between countries from North America, Latin
America, South America and the Caribbean
were hardly household names when they
arrived but made a big splash at the Games.

The five gold medals won by 15-year-old
American rhythmic gymnast Laura Zeng, who
triumphed in women’s all-around and all four
apparatus finals, were more than any other
competitor and could serve as a springboard to
the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Brazilian swimmer Thiago Pereira captured
five medals in Toronto, bringing his career Pan
Am Games total to a record 23, one more than
retired Cuban gymnast Erick Lopez.

Pereira saved his record-breaking perform-
ance until the last possible moment, collecting
a gold medal as part of Brazil’s 4x100 metres
medley relay team.

His five-medal haul was played out at what
proved to be the most electric venue of the
Games, offering an Olympic-level atmosphere
and no shortage of drama.

Another memorable story from the pool
came courtesy of 17-year-old Canadian Emily
Overholt, who out-touched American Caitlin
Leverenz in the women’s 400m individual med-
ley final only to be disqualified a minute later for
an illegal turn.—Reuters

Briscoe hat-trick inspires 

Leeds to top place finish

MANCHESTER: Winger Tom Briscoe
marked his return from a shoulder injury
with a hat-trick as Leeds ensured they fin-
ished the regular Super League season top
of the pile with a 36-22 victory over Catalan
Dragons. Briscoe had been sidelined since
March, but took just five minutes to run in
the game’s opening score. Catalan Dragons
led midway through the first half after tries
from Tony Gignot and Morgan Escare, but
the game was turned on its head once
more by the interval as Briscoe and
replacement Mitch Garbutt both scored.

The French side were right back in the
game when Scott Dureau converted his
own score five minutes after the restart. But
Kallum Watkins, Brett Delaney and Briscoe
all scored in a seven-minute spell of domi-
nance, rendering Gignot’s late score scant
consolation.

Warrington enjoyed a dominant 44-6
win over Castleford at The Jungle. Captain
Joel Monaghan crossed twice in the first
period, with Ben Westwood, Gareth
O’Brien, Gene Ormsby and Ben Currie all
scoring to establish a 30-0 half-time lead.

Stefan Ratchford, Sam Wilde and Richie
Myler added to the score after the break,
with Junior Moors grabbing the sole score
on a tough day for Castleford.

Lee Smith marked his Wakefield debut
with a try, but could not prevent his team
falling to a 34-24 defeat against
Huddersfield. Luke Robinson, Jodie
Broughton, Michael Lawrence, Daniel
Smith and Leroy Cudjoe looked to be eas-
ing Huddersfield towards a straightforward
win by half-time, with Jacob Miller and

Scott Anderson scoring in reply.
But Matty Ashurst, Lee Smith and Reece

Lyne helped stage a spirited second-half
fight-back, but Danny Brough added a try
to his five conversions.

A last-gasp drop goal from Danny
Craven earned Widnes a 21-20 win over
Salford. Salford led 12-6 at the interval, but
tries in the final 15 minutes from Stefan
Marsh and Aaron Heremaia got Widnes
back in the game, before Craven’s heroics.

Reigning champions St Helens ran in
nine tries in a 52-12 demolition of Hull KR,
who missed out on a place in the Super 8
stage. The Saints had amassed a 24-12
advantage by the interval at Langtree Park.

Joe Greenwood, Travis Burns, Matty
Dawson and replacement Atelea Vea all
touched down with Kieran Dixon and John
Boudebza replying for the visitors.

And St Helens kept their foot firmly on
the gas after the break with Greenwood
grabbing his second score after both Adam
Quinlan and Mark Flanagan had got in on
the act.

Adam Swift completed the rout with a
late double, while stand-in skipper Luke
Walsh notched eight of nine conversion
attempts for the Challenge Cup semi-final-
ists. Wigan were in similarly buoyant mood
after notching eight tries in their 48-12 win
at Hull. Joe Burgess, John Bateman, Sam
Powell and George Williams all crossed
before the interval, before Matthew Bowen
bagged two tries and Sean O’Loughlin and
Dom Crosby also got their names on the
scoresheet, while Matty Smith was impec-
cable from the tee.—AFP TORONTO: Fireworks explode from the CN Tower over downtown Toronto during the closing ceremonies of the Pan Am Games. —AP

US win women’s baseball, Uruguay claim soccer gold



S P O RT S
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2015

CHILE: In this Monday, June 22, 2015 file photo Argentina’s goalkeeper Sergio Romero practices during a training session in La Serena. —AP

LONDON: Manchester United have confirmed
the signing of Argentina goalkeeper Sergio
Romero on a three-year deal, reuniting  manag-
er Louis van Gaal with a player who helped
bring him a Dutch title but also caused him
World Cup heartache.

The 28-year-old, who played under Van Gaal
at Dutch side AZ Alkmaar, joins United as a free
agent after leaving Sampdoria at the end of his
contract.

“To play for the biggest club in the world is a
dream come true for me,” he told United’s web-
site. “Louis van Gaal is a fantastic manager and I
cannot wait to get started on this new and
exciting challenge in my career.”

Romero, who has an option for an additional
year on his contract, has joined United on their
pre-season tour of the United States, where
they beat Barcelona 3-1 on Saturday.

“Sergio is a very talented goalkeeper. He was
a young keeper during my time at AZ Alkmaar

and I am delighted he is joining Manchester
United,” Van Gaal said.

Romero and his new manager also crossed
paths at last year’s World Cup, where Argentina
eliminated the Van Gaal-coached Netherlands
in a semi-final penalty shootout.

“He had a fantastic World Cup last summer
in Brazil, although that is something I have put
to the back of my mind. He will be a great addi-
tion to the team and I am looking forward to
working with him once again,” Van Gaal added.

Romero’s arrival is expected to herald the
departure of United’s backup Victor Valdes,
who was left out of the tour party and told to
leave the club due to a row with the manager.

Van Gaal said Valdes had refused to play for
United’s reserve team, a claim disputed by the
Spaniard. Speculation also continues over the
future of first-choice United keeper David De
Gea, who has been linked with a move to Real
Madrid, with the La Liga team’s defender Sergio

Ramos heading to the English side as part of a
swap deal.

“I know him (Romero) very well and I think in
our situation, if De Gea is going or not going, it
is always a threat and we have to take care,
make sure that we are prepared and that is why
I think it is very good that Sergio Romero is
now a Manchester United player,” Van Gaal
added.

United cap their United States tour on
Wednesday against Paris St-Germain, who are
reportedly keen on signing the Premier League
club’s unsettled midfielder Angel Di Maria.

The Argentine did not travel with United on
their tour, with Van Gaal admitting he “does not
know why”. Romero becomes United’s fifth
close season signing following the arrivals of
Italy defender Matteo Darmian, Dutch forward
Memphis Depay, French midfielder Morgan
Schneiderlin and German skipper Bastian
Schweinsteiger.—Reuters

Argentine goalkeeper 

Romero joins Man Utd

NEW YORK: US prosecutors could eventu-
ally try to impose a court-appointed moni-
tor on FIFA to ensure that soccer’s corrup-
tion-hit governance body cleans up its act,
according to attorneys who have helped
troubled companies and other entities to
reform.

FIFA’s decision last week to establish its
own task force to propose reforms has
been blasted by critics who say the organi-
zation has shown over many years it is inca-
pable of transforming from within.

Leading FIFA sponsors Coca-Cola Co and
Visa Inc have joined labor union and anti-
corruption groups in demanding FIFA
agree to the establishment of a fully inde-
pendent reform commission. Visa CEO
Charlie Scharf said on Thursday that FIFA’s
response to corruption allegations were
“wholly inadequate” and showed a lack of
awareness of the need for change.

But there is little sign that Zurich-based
FIFA will voluntarily heed calls for an inde-
pendent commission or major change.

Another path to reform could emerge
out of the ongoing U.S.  court case against
nine current and former soccer officials
from FIFA and related groups, plus five
company executives. They were all charged
in May with bribery-related crimes. And
prosecutors say the investigation is far from
over.

Legal experts say that in many other
cases outside monitors have been installed
by U.S. prosecutors to clean up corruption
or other bad behavior in organizations as
diverse as major banks and labor unions.
Michael Cherkasky, who is now serving as
the monitor in global banking group HSBC
after it settled money laundering allega-
tions with U.S. authorities in 2012, said
prosecutors could choose to take the FIFA
case beyond individual prosecutions and
turn to broader reform.

“What we’ve found is putting someone
in jail doesn’t change the culture of an
organization,” said Cherkasky, a former
prosecutor who has also been a monitor in
the Los Angeles Police Department and in
the Teamsters union. “If you have a structur-
al-cultural problem where there is enor-
mous ability for the people in power to cre-
ate great wealth and act corruptly, then the
next person frequently takes advantage of
that structure,” he said.The US Department
of Justice has given no indication it plans
on going down the monitor path, and has
currently tagged FIFA and related bodies as
victims of officials trying to profit off of the
sport for their own gain. Prosecutors in the
case declined to comment on whether
monitors could be considered.

BROAD POWERS
Monitors can be installed as a result of

an out-of-court settlement, as part of a plea
deal after an indictment, or imposed by a
judge during a case.

The monitors can wield broad powers
depending on how their mandate is
designed, Cherkasky said. They can moni-
tor the bank accounts, emails, and business
transactions and make recommendations
to the leadership of an entity. They can also
coordinate with international authorities. “A
monitor’s job is to enforce compliance, to
report to the government and make sure
everything is proceeding smoothly. I could
envision something like that in a case like
this,” saidGil Soffer, an attorney at law firm
Katten in Chicago and a former prosecutor
who helped draft DOJ guidelines for corpo-
rate monitorships.

Still, there are key steps that would have

to happen for a monitor to be imposed on
FIFA or on regional soccer federations at
the center of the scandal.

Either FIFA itself would have to be
named as a defendant and monitorship
could be negotiated or imposed by a judge
as a result, or the organization could agree
to outside scrutiny as part of a settlement
to avoid prosecution.

It is also unclear how any US action
would mesh with a separate probe by Swiss
authorities into how FIFA awarded the 2018
World Cup hosting rights to Russia and the
2022 rights to Qatar.

A person familiar with FIFA’s thinking
said that the soccer body does not antici-
pate it will be necessary to have a monitor
once all of its own reforms are in place. And
even if a monitor was an option it wouldn’t
happen until the US legal proceedings are
resolved, which would be next year at the
earliest, this person said.

A FIFA spokeswoman said: “FIFA is coop-
erating with the ongoing investigations by
U.S. and Swiss authorities and is not going
to comment or speculate on the outcome
of those investigations.”

BACKLASH RISK
Some experts doubt the DOJ will pursue

the monitor option. “I am not sure I can see
the DOJ imposing one,” said attorney
Alexandra Wrage, an anti-corruption expert
who resigned in frustration in 2013 from an
Independent Governance Committee set
up by FIFA in a previous reform effort.

Wrage said she didn’t think FIFA would
voluntarily agree to a monitor, or an inde-
pendent commission. US jurisdiction in
principle should not be a problem as the
indictment makes it clear that much of the
allegedly dirty money traveled through US
bank accounts.

Most of the alleged bribes involved
regional soccer confederations in the
Americas or marketing companies and
their principals. One transaction that has
been closely scrutinized is a $10 million
payment by FIFA on behalf of South Africa
to Jack Warner - former head of the region-
al confederation for North and Central
America and the Caribbean - that passed
through a New York account.

In practice there are some delicate polit-
ical questions if the U.S. takes on FIFA
directly. It has 209 member countries and
territories, and says it needs to operate
autonomously from national interests to
preserve neutrality in sport. There is a pos-
sibility of a backlash from some FIFA mem-
bers who could see US steps to reform FIFA
as a form of American imperialism.

The actions of FIFA’s two top officials,
President Sepp Blatter, who plans to step
down next February, and its Secretary
General Jerome Valcke, are being examined
as part of the probe, sources said. Neither
has been accused of wrongdoing by US
authorities.

A number of people have reached plea
deals with US  prosecutors in the case and
have been cooperating with authorities. As
their number increases, the strength of the
US  case could build. “US authorities scoop
up the little fish and then they use what
they can obtain in court or by way of settle-
ment plea bargain to get up to the leader-
ship of whatever the conspiracy may be,”
said Canadian lawyer Dick Pound, who
headed the investigation to clean up the
International Olympic Committee after the
2002 Salt Lake City winter games corrup-
tion scandal.  “I expect there are daily nego-
tiations going on.” —Reuters

Pressure from US prosecutors 

best chance of FIFA reform

BUENOS AIRES: Carlos Tevez inspired
nine-man Boca Juniors to a 1-0 away win
over Belgrano that gave them a three-
point lead at the top of the Argentine
championship.

Boca, who scored through Argentina
midfielder Fernando Gago in the 37th
minute of Sunday’s match in Cordoba,
were down to 10 men for the last half hour
and nine for the last 22 minutes.

Midfielder Pablo Perez and defender
Gino Peruzzi were sent off after picking up
second bookings in a foul-riddled match in
which Tevez was the target of some hard
marking but got on with the game and
kept Boca afloat.

“You have to know how to read games.
When we were able to play, we played.
When we had to fight, we fought,” Tevez
told reporters.

“Boca can do big things, we have to stay

on this route, we’re doing well,” he added
after his second match since returning to
his first club following a decade abroad.

Boca have 40 points after 18 matches,
three points more than San Lorenzo, held
1-1 at Godoy Cruz, and River Plate, who
beat Colon 3-1 at home on Saturday.

Rosario Central, fourth on 35 points,
won their fourth consecutive city derby 1-
0 away to Newell’s Old Boys with a goal
from the championship’s leading scorer
Marco Ruben, who took his tally to 12 in 18
matches. River striker Fernando Cavenaghi
is one goal back after scoring for a second
string side, while coach Marcelo Gallardo
rested first choice players for Wednesday’s
first leg of the Libertadores Cup final away
to Tigres of Mexico in Monterrey. “The lads
are all on the same wavelength and that’s
good,” Gallardo said of his squad. “The fans
have big dreams.” —Reuters

ARGENTINA: Boca Juniors’ forward Carlos Tevez (right) vies for the ball with
Belgrano’s defender Claudio Perez (center) during their Argentina First Division foot-
ball match. —AFP

Tevez steers Boca to

1-0 win over Belgrano

SAO PAULO: Striker Leandro Pereira scored in
each half to help Palmeiras defeat Vasco da
Gama 4-1 and move into third-place in the
Brazilian league on Sunday.

Forward Dudu and defender Victor Ramos
also netted first-half goals for Palmeiras,
which has won sixth of its last seven league
matches. Colombian striker Duvier Riascos
scored Vasco’s lone goal with his team
already trailing 4-0.

Palmeiras reached 28 points, four less than
leader Atletico Mineiro, which on Saturday
edged Figueirense 1-0 at home. Sport also
has 28 points after 15 matches, but Palmeiras
is ahead with more victories. Corinthians is
second in the 20-team standings with 30
points.

Vasco da Gama remains in relegation zone
with the loss at its Sao Januario Stadium in
Rio de Janeiro. Uruguay goalkeeper Martin
Silva, who made mistakes in two of Palmeiras’
first-half goals, was substituted at halftime.
Silva was returning to the team after recover-
ing from a left ankle injury.

Vasco’s fans also were upset with
Argentine striker German Herrera, who had
two clear chances to score but couldn’t find
the net. In one of his opportunities, the goal
was empty when he sent his close-range shot
into the crossbar.

Palmeiras, seeking its first league title
since 1994, hadn’t beaten Vasco at Sao
Januario in seven years. Vasco has won only
one of its six games at the stadium in this
year’s league.

On Saturday, Argentine striker Lucas
Pratto scored the winner by converting a sec-
ond-half penalty at the Independencia
Stadium in Belo Horizonte, securing Atletico
Mineiro’s seventh win in the last eight match-
es. Corinthians missed a chance to stay closer
to Atletico after conceding an injury-time
equalizer in a 1-1 draw at second-to-last-
place Coritiba, a result that halted the team’s
three-match winning streak.

Also Sunday, Sao Paulo moved to fifth-
place by beating two-time defending cham-
pion Cruzeiro 1-0 with a goal by Alexandre
Pato at the Morumbi Stadium, while
Fluminense dropped to seventh after a late 2-
1 loss at Chapecoense. Sixth-place Gremio
drew fourth-place Sport 1-1 at the Arena
Gremio in Porto Alegre, while Flamengo
topped Goias 1-0 in Goiania, winning its sec-
ond in a row and jumping to 11th place.
Santos left relegation zone by defeating last-
place Joinville 2-0 at the Vila Belmiro
Stadium, while Internacional, coming off
elimination in the semifinals of the Copa
Libertadores, drew Ponte Preta 0-0 in
Campinas. —AP

Palmeiras

rout Vasco

da Gama

Robin van Persie

PARIS: The marquee signing of Robin van Persie
has underlined Fenerbahce’s determination to
compete with the best in Europe again, but they
face a tough task just to make it beyond the
Champions League third qualifying round.

The Istanbul giants host Ukrainian side Shakhtar
Donetsk in the first leg at the Sukru Saracoglu sta-
dium on Tuesday as they return to European com-
petition having served a two-year ban for their
involvement in match-fixing.

Fener are looking to return to the group stage
of the Champions League for the first time since
the 2008-09 season and have splashed the cash in
an attempt to make their mark abroad and at
home, where they will bid to wrestle the title back
from bitter rivals Galatasaray.

Portuguese former Porto coach Vitor Pereira has
been brought in to oversee a squad that will
include Van Persie and Nani-both signed from
Manchester United for a total of 10.7 million euros
(£7.6m, $11.9m). Denmark defender Simon Kjaer,
from Lille, and Brazil midfielder Souza, from Sao
Paulo, have also come in and last season’s leading
scorer Moussa Sow remains.

However, Van Persie has only just begun pre-
season training so he may have to wait to make an
impact. In contrast, Shakhtar, Champions League
regulars these days, will benefit from already being
two games into their domestic league season.

Mircea Lucescu’s side have sold some of their
biggest names, with Brazilian duo Douglas Costa
and Luiz Adriano going to Bayern Munich and AC
Milan respectively for a combined 38 million euros.

However, their squad still contains a strong
Brazilian influence, including the in-form Alex

Teixeira and the midfielder Marlos.
“We have prepared for this match and the start

of the Champions League. The Ukrainian champi-
onship has already kicked off, we have played two
matches - that’s a plus for us. I think the team are
strong enough to win,” Marlos told Shakhtar’s web-
site.

Last season’s quarter-finalists Monaco will go to
Bern for the first leg of their tie against Swiss side
Young Boys, with coach Leonardo Jardim hoping
that his many new recruits settle quickly.

The principality club have sold two of their out-
standing performers from last season in midfielder
Geoffrey Kondogbia and winger Yannick Ferreira
Carrasco. 

However, seven new signings feature in the
squad that has travelled to the Swiss capital,
including AC Milan loanee Stephan El Shaarawy.

Scottish champions Celtic entertain Qarabag of
Azerbaijan in Glasgow on Wednesday hoping for a
positive result before they face the marathon trip
to Baku next week.

Qarabag may be an unknown quantity to most
but they held Inter Milan and Saint-Etienne in the
Europa League last season and also beat eventual
runners-up Dnipro. 

“It’s a big, big step up. We’re talking about a very
good football team here who has done very well in
the Europa League,” Celtic manager Ronny Deila
said last week after Celtic beat Stjarnan of Iceland
in the second qualifying round.

“To play at Celtic Park against 60,000 fans is the
worst thing you can do as an opponent. We have to
use everything we have to make a good result in
the first leg.”—AFP

Fener hope for

Van Persie effect
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PHILADELPHIA: Mexico players celebrate their 3-1 win over Jamaica in the CONCACAF Gold Cup championship soccer match. — AP

Mexico win 7th Gold Cup title
PHILADELPHIA: Andres Guardado scored again,
with no penalty kick needed this time, and his
teammates finally managed some goals, too.

Mexico ensured the final wouldn’t come down
to any calls in the last minutes with a 3-1 victory
over upstart Jamaica for the CONCACAF Gold
Cup title Sunday.

Guardado had his fourth goal of the knockout
rounds, and Jesus Corona and Oribe Peralta also
scored as El Tri won its seventh Gold Cup. It was a
convincing performance for coach Miguel
Herrera and his team after some shaky play and
contentious moments in the previous two games.

Jamaica had made a rousing run to the final,
stunning the U.S. in the semis to become the first
Caribbean nation to reach the Gold Cup’s champi-
onship match. And the Reggae Boyz looked as

though they belonged in the opening minutes,
keeping the pressure on Mexico with several
promising scoring chances but never putting a
shot on goal.

But then El Tri started to find the gaps in the
defense, and a yellow card for Jamaica helped
lead to Mexico’s first goal. The Reggae Boyz
hadn’t trailed since early in the second half of
their Gold Cup opener. Mexico, which already
held the record for most Gold Cup titles, is 7-1 in
finals. El Tri will face the U.S., the 2013 Gold Cup
champ, on Oct. 9 at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena,
California, for CONCACAF’S spot in the 2017
Confederations Cup in Russia.

“We won a game today, but we don’t accom-
plish our goal yet,” Herrera said. The only way
Mexico had been able to score in the knockout

rounds before Sunday was on penalty kicks, all
three by Guardado. And two of those came on
late, questionable calls.

Against Costa Rica in the quarterfinals, a
scoreless game was moments from going to a
shootout when Guardado converted his penalty
in the final minute of extra time. Mexico had been
the better team that day, but that wasn’t the case
in the semifinals. Down to 10 men, Panama was
on the verge of victory when a disputed hand
ball set up a penalty for Guardado in second-half
stoppage time, and he scored on another for the
winner in extra time.

Mexico had gone 272 minutes since one of its
players scored on anything other than a penalty
when Guardado put El Tri ahead for good Sunday.
Jonathan dos Santos found Paul Aguilar out wide

on a free kick, and Aguilar crossed it to Guardado,
whose left-footed volley made it 1-0 in the 31st
minute. It was his sixth goal of the tournament,
one behind Clint Dempsey of the US.

Guardado, voted top player of the tourna-
ment, had also been the last Mexico player to
score on anything other than a penalty with his
goal in the 88th minute against Trinidad and
Tobago in the final group stage match.

Any chance of a Jamaica comeback quickly
evaporated after halftime. Just over a minute in,
Corona, who had failed to convert two good
chances in the first half, stole the ball from
Michael Hector and pushed forward. The 22-year-
old forward slid his left-footed shot from the
edge of the area under the legs of Wes Morgan
for a 2-0 lead in the 47th minute. Corona was

selected top young player of the tournament.
Another mistake by Hector in the 61st minute put
Mexico up 3-0. He whiffed on an attempted clear-
ance, and the ball went right to Peralta for an
easy goal.

Shortly after, Guardado came off to a thunder-
ous ovation from the pro-Mexico crowd of 68,930
at Lincoln Financial Field, home of the NFL’s
Philadelphia Eagles.

“We really managed the game in the correct
way,” Herrera said. Darren Mattocks scored in the
80th minute to pull the Reggae Boyz within 3-1. A
magical tournament over in defeat, Jamaica
coach Winfried Schaefer proudly held out the
medal hanging around his neck. “For me, this is
not the silver, this is gold,” he said. “Nobody gave
us a shot.” — AP

WASHINGTON: Reigning European kings
Barcelona and English Premier League champi-
ons Chelsea, each training in the first steps of
defending their crowns, meet today in a pre-sea-
son friendly in suburban Washington.

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho says evalu-
ating talent and testing combinations is more
important than winning, even with the
International Champions Cup tournament link-
ing numerous pre-season matches for some of
the world’s top clubs as they fill huge stadiums
in a rare treat for US fans. “This is a match in
which you are not obsessed with the result,”
Mourinho said. “You want to train. You make
changes in the team because you have a plan for
a certain amount of minutes, but all the people
make it a big atmosphere.”

Barcelona manager Luis Enrique likes the
idea of facing top-flight foes early in training. His
side became the first European club to sweep
the treble twice after taking the Champions
League and La Liga plus the Copa del Rey last
season, six years after first achieving the feat.

“At this point of the pre-season we’ve got a
good tempo,” Enrique said.  “It’s really effective to
play against top-level sides. It’s interesting. It’s
important to see players in these types of
games. They can show what they are able to do.”

Both clubs are off the pace in the trophy
chase for the pre-season event.  Chelsea
dropped an opener 4-2 to the New York Red
Bulls while beating Paris St.  Germain 6-5 on
penalty kicks after playing to a 1-1 draw.
Barcelona vanquished the Los Angeles Galaxy 2-

1 to start but fell 3-1 Saturday to Manchester
United.

Barcelona have used a depleted squad miss-
ing such stars as Argentina’s Lionel Messi and
Brazil’s Neymar, both excused after playing in
the Copa America.

Chelsea had been without Colombian striker
Radamel Falcao, on loan to the Blues from
Monaco, due to Copa America service. But he
and countryman Juan Cuadrado and Willian
each played 20 minutes against PSG. Falcao
pleased Mourinho in his Chelsea debut.

“He was not so tired as the others. He trained
two days and the others 10 days and they are
accumulating fatigue,” Mourinho said. “Falcao,
Willian and Juan Cuadrado are with the sharp-
ness but without the fatigue so they looked
good. It was good for them to play this 20 min-
utes. And it was good for Falcao from the penal-
ty spot to put the ball in the net.”

Enrique used midfielder Sergi Roberto on the
backline against Manchester United after bench-
ing Brazilian defender Douglas for soreness and
liked what he saw.

“Sergi Roberto at right back is an option,”
Enrique said. “The more options we have the
better. He looked good playing at fullback.”

Mourinho noted the growth in interest by
Americans in football, citing his inability to
anonymously move around US cities. “Ten years
ago when my players and I walked down the
street it was paradise,” the Portugese coach said.
“Now it’s not paradise anymore. So I think peo-
ple know us.”  — AFP

Rival kings rumble as 
Chelsea tests Barca

GUANGZHOU: Gareth Bale and Cristiano Ronaldo
put on a scintillating first-half show as Real Madrid
cruised past Inter Milan 3-0 in the International
Champions Cup in Guangzhou yesterday.

Jese, Raphael Varane and James Rodriguez got
the goals for the Spanish giants on a hot and humid
night, but it was the display of the two modern-day
Galacticos that will live long in the memory of the
39,896 fans who packed the Tianhe stadium.

Real Madrid thumped Manchester City 4-1 in
Melbourne on Friday and it always looked like they
would hand out a similar hammering to Inter as they
were quickly into their stride.

Karim Benzema, who has been suffering with a
slight thigh injury, was not risked, giving Jese a
chance to play in a three-pronged attack with the
world’s two most expensive footballers, Ronaldo and
Bale. And it didn’t take long for Ronaldo to show his
intent, a neat turn in the centre circle and darting run
leading to Bale being sent clear on the left in the first
minute but the Welshman’s cross came to nothing.
Just a minute later Inter’s Juan Jesus got away down
the left with his cross just evading the head of the
onrushing Mauro Icardi on the six-yard line.

But that was about as close as the Italian side
came as Madrid took control, with Bale and Ronaldo
at the heart of everything good. 

On another day each might have claimed a first-
half hat-trick in a rampant display. Bale first shot wide
when set free by Ronaldo on the left and the
Portuguese reproduced the Welshman’s wasteful-
ness minutes later. Ronaldo then forced two classy
saves from Samir Handanovic, the second from a
trademark dipping and swerving 35-yard free-kick
which the keeper parried over one-handed at full
stretch while Bale was terrorising full-back Martin
Montoya-on loan from Barcelona-with his pace.

When the breakthrough came after 29 minutes it

inevitably involved the marauding Bale, who this
time chose to swing a crossfield ball from right to left
and find the advancing full-back Marcelo in space.
The Brazilian had time to pick out Jese near the back
post with a pinpoint cross. The Spaniard turned neat-
ly inside Jeison Murillo and found the right-hand cor-
ner of the net with a sharp left-foot finish to give
Madrid a deserved lead. Ronaldo went through his
full repertoire of tricks to huge roars and Bale was a
constant threat. But with the superb Handanovic
making a series of fine saves to deny the pair, Inter
somehow made it to the break without conceding
further. A glut of half-time substitutions which saw
Ronaldo and Bale depart interrupted Madrid’s flow,

but they remained the more likely to score. And the
second goal duly came on 55 minutes when Inter
failed to clear a corner properly.  Toni Kroos helped
the ball back in to substitute Lucas Vazquez on the
right of the box and he picked out the lurking
Raphael Varane, another sub, who buried his header
from six yards.  There was just time for Colombia’s
World Cup star James Rodriguez, who had only
joined up with the Real Madrid squad in China on
Sunday after his Copa America exertions, to enter the
fray in the 77th minute. He completed a terrific
cameo with a 35-yard left-foot curling free-kick into
the left-hand corner for Real’s third goal two minutes
from time. —AFP

Bale, Ronaldo 
rule as Real 

cruise past Inter

GUANGZHOU: Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo (left) vies for the ball with Inter Milan’s Jeison
Murillo (right) during the International Champions Cup soccer match. —AP
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QINGDAO: In this photo provided by China’s Xinhua News Agency, people pay attention to stock market quotation at a business lobby of a security company in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong Province, yesterday. The Shanghai
share index dived more than 8 percent yesterday as Chinese stocks suffered a renewed sell-off despite government efforts to calm the market. — AP

NEW YORK: Wall Street began the week in the
red yesterday and fell sharply on concerns about
China’s slowing growth in the wake of the biggest
drop in Shanghai shares in eight years.

China’s top securities regulator, China
Securities Regulatory Commission, said yesterday
that Beijing would continue to buy shares to sta-
bilize the stock market.

The Dow Jones industrial average fell to its
lowest level in over five months, while the
Nasdaq composite was at a four-week low and
the S&P 500 touched its lowest in more than two
weeks. Chinese shares tumbled more than 8 per-
cent as an unprecedented government rescue
plan to prop up valuations abruptly ran out of
steam, raising doubts about the viability of
Beijing’s efforts to stave off a deeper crash.

Commodity prices resumed their downward

spiral with the broader Thomson Reuters CRB
commodities index hitting its lowest in six years
and oil prices hitting a four-month low.

Chinese ADRs including Alibaba, Baozun,
Sohu.com and JD.com slid.

Traders and investors said the rout was rooted
in broader concerns over global growth midway
through the corporate results season and a poor
economic reading out of China late last week.

“You still have a lot of shares that aren’t
allowed to be traded and a lot of things going on
that is not allowing that (China) market to trade
in a free, open and organic way,” said Randy
Frederick, managing director of trading and
derivatives for Charles Schwab in Austin, Texas.

“I don’t think the market is going to stabilize
unless the restrictions are lifted.”

At 12:24 p.m. ET the Dow Jones industrial

average was down 115.38 points, or 0.66 percent,
at 17,453.15, the S&P 500 was down 9.07 points,
or 0.44 percent, at 2,070.58 and the Nasdaq
Composite was down 39.42 points, or 0.77 per-
cent, at 5,049.22.

Eight of the 10 major S&P 500 sectors were
lower with the technology index’s 0.74 percent
fall leading the decliners.

Investors eye economic data
Earnings season continues with big oil, social

media stocks and pharma companies scheduled
to report this week.

Second-quarter S&P 500 earnings have been
mixed, with 74 percent of companies beating
analysts’ profit expectations but just 51 percent
surpassing revenue expectations, according to
Thomson Reuters data. Adding to the concerns

regarding lukewarm earnings, the S&P 500 is rela-
tively expensive, trading at 16.9 times forward 12
months’ earnings, above the 10-year median of
14.7 times, according to StarMine data with only
a handful of stocks fuelling recent highs.

“Valuations are a concerns right now and if we
are going to see a sustained rally we really need
to see corporate revenue growth and we really
haven’t seen that,” said Frederick.

Investors are also keeping a sharp eye on eco-
nomic data ahead of this week’s US Federal
Reserve’s two-day meeting, the last before
September, which still looms as the first possibili-
ty for an interest rate increase.

A gauge of US business investment plans
rebounded solidly in June, suggesting the drag
on manufacturing from capital spending cuts was
starting to ebb. Teva Pharmaceutical’s shares

jumped as much as 13.3 percent to a record high
of $70.06 after it agreed to buy Allergan generic
drugs business for $40.5 billion, giving up on its
bid to buy Mylan. Allergan was up 6.8 percent at
$329.21 while Mylan fell 13.2 percent to $57.18.

Fiat Chrysler fell 4 percent at $14.53 after the
US auto safety watchdog, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, announced a $105
million fine against the automaker over lapses in
its safety recalls.

Declining issues outnumbered advancing
ones on the NYSE by 2,055 to 923. On the
Nasdaq, 1,915 issues fell and 802 advanced.

The S&P 500 index showed one new 52-week
highs and 55 new lows, while the Nasdaq record-
ed 17 new highs and 206 new lows. The NYSE
showed the most number of new lows in a day
since October 15. — Reuters

Wall St slumps after China stocks stumble

Dow hits lowest level in five months

BRUSSELS/ATHENS: International creditors
want Greece to enact a third wave of political-
ly sensitive reforms before they will release
any money to keep the near bankrupt country
afloat under a third bailout they began negoti-
ating yesterday.

The government of Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras has pushed two packages of measures
through parliament this month as a condition
for starting talks on a three-year loan worth up
to 86 billion euros ($95 billion) to keep Greece
in the euro zone.  Technical talks, delayed for
several days by logistical issues, began as for-
mer Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis con-
firmed he had made secret plans to hack into
citizens’ tax codes to issue a parallel currency if
necessary.  Varoufakis said Tspiras had initially
approved contingency planning by a five-per-
son unit in his ministry led by US  economist
James Galbraith but had refused to give the
green light to activate the plan after Greece
had to close its banks and impose capital con-
trols on June 28.  The outspoken minister, long
regarded by creditors as an obstacle to any
deal, resigned a week later.  Figures issued by
the European Central Bank showed Greek
banks lost 6 percent of all deposits, worth 8
billion euros, in June alone as previous bailout
talks foundered and the leftist government
called a referendum to reject the terms.  A
spokeswoman for the European Commission
said teams of experts from the creditor institu-
tions were now in Athens. “Work has started,
meaning that the institutions are talking to
the Greek authorities,” she said.

The talks had been due to start last Friday,
but were postponed because of organisational
and security issues.  “Negotiations on a
Memorandum of Understanding should now
progress as swiftly as possible,” Commission
spokeswoman Mina Andreeva told a news
briefing. Both sides say they want a deal con-
cluded before Aug. 20 but Germany, Greece’s
biggest and most demanding creditor, said
there should be no rush.

Talks should be conducted thoroughly and
without time pressure, a German Finance
Ministry spokesman said, adding that the
reforms should be ambitious.

In a conference call with the London-based
OMFIF think-tank, recorded on July 16 but
released on Monday, Varoufakis gave details of
his secret planning and also accused German
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble of being
“bent on effecting a Grexit” - forcing Athens to
leave the currency area.  Greece came close to
the brink during a long stand off between the
government and its creditors, with Athens
missing a debt repayment to the International
Monetary Fund on June 30, leading to the
three-week bank closure and cash rationing.
Voters angered by years of austerity rejected
bailout terms in a referendum on July 7, only
for Tsipras to accept even more stringent con-
ditions a week later as the crisis deepened.
The institutions involved in the talks are the
European Commission, the ECB and the IMF, as
well as the euro zone’s rescue fund, the
European Stability Mechanism (ESM).  EU offi-
cials said the heads of mission of the

Commission and the ECB were already on the
ground and the new IMF mission chief was
due in Athens by Friday to hold talks on a
political level.  Andreeva said Greece had
delivered “in a timely and overall satisfactory
manner” on promises made at a euro zone
summit on July 13 of prior legislation to
enable the negotiations.  “More reforms are
expected from the Greek authorities to allow
for a swift disbursement under the ESM. This is
also what is being discussed right now,” she
said. The banks have reopened after the ECB
increased emergency funding but capital con-
trols remain in place. Doubts persist about
whether a severely weakened Greek economy
can support another programme after a six-
year slump that has cut output by a quarter
and sent unemployment over 25 percent.

Early retirement targeted
Among politically sensitive measures held

back from the initial package were curbs on
early retirement and changes in the taxation
of farmers to close loopholes that are highly
costly for the Greek state. A source close to the
talks said these reforms were expected to be
enacted by mid-August.  However, touching
pensions is sensitive with Tsipras’s left-wing
Syriza party, which has already suffered a sub-
stantial revolt over the Brussels agreement,
and the main opposition New Democracy par-
ty opposes ending tax breaks for farmers.
Tsipras appealed for unity at a meeting of
Syriza’s policy-making political committee on
Monday and said there was room for discus-

sion with the lenders on labour reform, phas-
ing out measures for the farmers and finding
alternatives of equivalent value on pension
reforms and privatisations.  The government
should move forward on other issues that
bore the leftist trademark, such as clamping
down tax evasion and corruption and reform-
ing public administration, Tsipras said.  “The
Left movement should fight on all these
fronts,” he said. “We should not quit the battle.
This is the message we are getting from socie-
ty and we have to listen to it.” EU officials
played down the latest outbreak of logistical
and security issues that have dogged talks

between the creditors and Greece since
Tsipras’s government took office in January,
promising to free Greeks from humiliation and
imposed austerity.  An EU official said access
for the negotiators to ministries and all rele-
vant government bodies had been agreed. An
ECB aide said some talks would take place at
the Athens Hilton Hotel.  The talks will mostly
cover a reform programme Greece must
implement to receive phased disbursements
of loans, money it needs to meet its debt serv-
ice obligations and help recapitalise the banks.
However, an ECB policymaker said they would
also cover debt relief for Athens. —Reuters

Greek creditors seek third 

wave of reforms before loan

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras (C) arrives for a  political committee meeting
of ruling party Syriza, at the party’s headquarters in Athens yesterday. Revelations by
Greece’s flamboyant former finance minister Yanis Varoufakis of secret plans for a parallel
currency have sparked uproar in the country as the embattled leftist government yester-
day began to rebuild tattered trust with its international creditors. — AFP 
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.453
Indian Rupees 4.761
Pakistani Rupees 2.986
Srilankan Rupees 2.271
Nepali Rupees 2.999
Singapore Dollar 222.820
Hongkong Dollar 39.187
Bangladesh Taka 3.903
Philippine Peso 6.684
Thai Baht 8.744
Malaysian Ringgit 79.774

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.030
Qatari Riyal 83.468
Omani Riyal 789.240
Bahraini Dinar 806.960
UAE Dirham 82.730

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 42.125
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.853
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.418
Tunisian Dinar 155.740
Jordanian Dinar 428.710
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.038
Syrian Lira 2.165
Morocco Dirham 31.309

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.700
Euro 335.900
Sterling Pound 473.010
Canadian dollar 233.890
Turkish lira 110.840
Swiss Franc 317.680
US Dollar Buying 302.500

GOLD
20 gram 223.740
10 gram 114.560
5  gram 57.970

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007924 0.008924
British Pound 0.464529 0.473529
Czech Korune 0.004324 0.016324
Danish Krone 0.040688 0.045688
Euro 0.328482 0.336482
Norwegian Krone 0.032984 0.038184
Romanian Leu 0.075435 0.075435
Slovakia 0.009067 0.019067
Swedish Krona 0.031350 0.036350
Swiss Franc 0.309428 0.31628
Turkish Lira 0.112491 0.119491

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.212796 0.224296
New Zealand Dollar 0.193647 0.203147

America
Canadian Dollar 0.227487 0.235987
US Dollars 0.299600 0.304100
US Dollars Mint 0.300100 0.304100

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003560 0.004160
Chinese Yuan 0.047529 0.051029
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037093 0.039843
Indian Rupee 0.004669 0.005059
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002373 0.002553
Kenyan Shilling 0.002993 0.002993
Korean Won 0.000250 0.000265
Malaysian Ringgit 0.076800 0.082800
Nepalese Rupee 0.003046 0.003216
Pakistan Rupee 0.002815 0.003095

Philippine Peso 0.006633 0.006913
Sierra Leone 0.000073 0.000079
Singapore Dollar 0.218119 0.224119
South African Rand 0.018027 0.026527
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001984 0.002564
Taiwan 0.009507 0.009687
Thai Baht 0.008539 0.0009089

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799107 0.807107
Egyptian Pound 0.039767 0.042597
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000192 0.000252
Jordanian Dinar 0.424351 0.431851
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019895 0.043895
Nigerian Naira 0.001254 0.001889
Omani Riyal 0.782820 0.788500
Qatar Riyal 0.082707 0.083920
Saudi Riyal 0.080350 0.081050
Syrian Pound 0.001287 0.001507
Tunisian Dinar 0.150784 0.158784
Turkish Lira 0.112491 0.119491
UAE Dirhams 0.081705 0.082854
Yemeni Riyal 0.001373 0.001453

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 202.79
Canadian Dollar 238.40
Swiss Franc 322.36
Euro 334.25
US Dollar 303.95
Sterling Pound 477.19
Japanese Yen 2.49
Bangladesh Taka 3.902
Indian Rupee 4.783
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.270
Nepali Rupee 2.992
Pakistani Rupee 2.985
UAE Dirhams 82.70
Bahraini Dinar 806.76
Egyptian Pound 38.71
Jordanian Dinar 431.79
Omani Riyal 788.29
Qatari Riyal 83.70
Saudi Riyal 80.97

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.650
Canadian Dollar 235.320
Sterling Pound 472.635
Euro 338.275
Swiss Frank 292.945
Bahrain Dinar 806.720
UAE Dirhams 83.050
Qatari Riyals 91.060
Saudi Riyals 81.780
Jordanian Dinar 428.295
Egyptian Pound 38.706
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.271
Indian Rupees 4.742
Pakistani Rupees 2.982
Bangladesh Taka 3.898
Philippines Pesso 6.665
Cyprus pound 578.925
Japanese Yen 3.455

Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.965
Malaysian Ringgit 80.515
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.285
Thai Bhat 9.685
Turkish Lira 110.665

Al Mulla Exchange

Currency Transfer Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 295.600
Euro 334.700
Pound Sterlng 450.800
Canadian Dollar 236.700
Indian Rupee 4.765
Egyptian Pound 38.710
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.219
Bangladesh Taka 3.796
Philippines Peso 6.685
Pakistan Rupee 2.925
Bahraini Dinar 787.100
UAE Dirham 80.450
Saudi Riyal 79.000
*Rates are subject to change

DUBLIN: Irish residential property prices rose at the
slowest annual rate in more than a year in June as new
restrictions on mortgage lending have stunted the mar-
ket’s recovery from a real estate crash.  Compared to the
previous month, prices rose just 0.1 percent in June, the
central statistics office said on Monday.  Ireland’s central
bank introduced restrictions on mortgage lending in
February to try to ensure price rises do not return to
unsustainable levels.

House prices have bounced back after being cut in
half by the bursting of a property bubble in 2008, with
annual growth of over 16 percent at the end of 2014 far

outpacing the rest of Europe including booming mar-
kets in Sweden and Britain.  In June, prices rose 10.7 per-
cent from a year earlier, the slowest since May 2014.

The data followed figures last week showing a slow-
down in the number of mortgage approvals as the new
central bank rules force lenders to subject most buyers
to an 80 percent loan-to-value (LTV) limit.

“This slowdown was probably inevitable given the
very rapid price growth seen between April and October
2014, but it also reflects the impact of tighter mortgage
lending rules,” John McCartney, director of research at
estate agent Savills, wrote in a note.

“Agents are reporting that there has been a definite
cooling in the market. Therefore we expect price growth
to be modest at best for the remainder of this year.”

Ireland’s Davy Stockbrokers said its forecast that
house price inflation will slow to 5 percent by
December was now looking overly optimistic.

Prices across Ireland are still 37 percent below
their 2007 peak. House prices in Dublin, which has led
the recovery through a combination of an improving
economy, a release of pent-up demand and a major
shortage of houses, fell 0.4 percent month-on-month
in June, the fourth monthly fall this year.  Annual price

inflation in Ireland’s capital eased to 11.1 percent, half
the 23 percent rate recorded in March.  Analysts said
the sluggish pace of house building together with an
economic recovery forecast to beat the rest of the EU
for a second successive year should put house price
growth on a more sustainable level following another
sluggish few months.  “With increasing signs of posi-
tive wage growth in the Irish labour market, rising
incomes should allow Irish house prices to rise mod-
erately over the medium term without stretching
affordability further,” Davy chief economist Conall
Mac Coille said. — Reuters

Irish property recovery loses momentum after new restrictions

BRUSSELS/FRANKFURT: The International
Monetary Fund warned yesterday that the
euro zone’s prospects were modest and that
more money printing than planned may be
needed.

Contrasting the IMF’s relative gloom, how-
ever, German think tank Ifo reported improv-
ing confidence the 19-country bloc’s largest
economy.

The IMF, saying medium-term growth
would be subdued, urged the European
Central Bank to keep its money presses
rolling, perhaps beyond the target late next
year.

“ The important thing is that the ECB
intends to stay the course until September
2016 and that, we think, will be necessary,”
said Mahmood Pradhan, deputy director of
the IMF’s European department, referring to
quantitative easing (QE).

Letting the 1 trillion euro  ($1.1 trillion) plus
scheme to buy chiefly government bonds run
longer could be better still, he suggested. “It
may need to go beyond that,” he said.

Worries about the global economy,
prompted by a slowdown in China where
shares slid more than 8 percent yesterday , are

weighing on many countries in Europe.
Manufacturing confidence in the

Netherlands, with huge exposure to interna-
tional trade though several of Europe’s largest
ports, slipped back in July, reflecting pes-
simism among companies over the prospects
for the coming three months.

Finnish consumer and industry confidence
also weakened in July compared to the previ-
ous month.

But the data was mixed, with the positive
Ifo report on German business confidence
after two monthly drops and the ECB report-
ing a boom in lending for home buyers, which
could bolster the bloc’s economy.

Struggle
The ECB also said is M3 measure of money

circulating in the euro zone, which is often an
early indicator of future economic activity,
grew by 5.0 percent in June, in line with the
previous month.

But lending to companies fell by 0.2 per-
cent in June. This was a slower pace of decline
for the 11th month in a row, but still suggest-
ed most of the ECB’s largest is going to con-
sumers not companies.

In its report on the euro zone, the IMF said
that the bloc was getting stronger thanks to
lower oil prices, a weaker euro and central
bank action, but that medium-term prospects
were for an average potential growth of just 1
percent.

The IMF said euro area gross domestic
product should accelerate to 1.7 percent next
year from 1.5 percent in 2015, with inflation of
1.1 percent from zero.

IMF’s Pradhan warned, however, that “a
chronic lack of demand, impaired corporate
and bank balance sheets, and weak produc-
tivity continue to hold back employment and
investment.”

Potential growth, at an average of only 1
percent over the medium term, was well
below what is needed to reduce unemploy-
ment to acceptable levels in many countries,
it said, adding that the euro area was vulnera-
ble.

Reforms were also needed to improve
labour markets and productivity. “In the euro
area, the important area is structural reforms.
This is where the euro area, when compared
to OECD countries, for example, is lagging
behind,” Pradhan said. — Reuters

LONDON: Gold lost ground yesterday,
moving closer to last week’s 5-1/2 year
lows below $1,100 per ounce, with
expectations for a near-term US interest
rate hike seen keeping momentum firm-
ly with the bears.

While the market has been fixated on
US monetary policy, traders said further
selling yesterday may have come on the
back of a need to cover losses elsewhere
as Chinese stock market indexes experi-
enced their biggest one-day loss since
2007.

The Federal Reserve will hold a two-
day meeting this week where policymak-
ers are likely to send more signals point-
ing to a rate rise later in the year as the
U.S. economy strengthens.

Spot gold was down 0.5 percent at
$1,092.90 an ounce by 1158 GMT, after
falling for a fifth straight week last week,
the longest slide since late 2012.

US gold for August delivery was up
0.6 percent at $1,092 an ounce. Bullion
lost more than 3 percent last week after a
sudden, sharp rout across New York and
Shanghai markets sparked further sell-
ing, sinking prices to $1,077 on Friday,
their lowest since February 2010.

“Gold was doing OK for a while today
but that didn’t last very long as senti-
ment is pretty much overwhelmingly
one-sided,” SocGen analyst Robin Bhar
said. “It shouldn’t be a major surprise as
we are very much stuck in a bear trend.”

The drop in gold came despite the
dollar staying on the back foot, falling
against a basket of currencies after a
drop in US stocks and bond yields.

US speculators turned bearish on
Comex gold for the first time since at
least 2006 in the week ended July 21, US
government data showed on Friday.

Holdings of the world’s biggest gold-
backed exchange-traded fund, the SPDR
Gold Trust, also fell for a seventh day on
Friday to 21.87 million ounces, the lowest
since September 2008.

The US rate outlook kept a tight grip
on sentiment. Based on forecasts mistak-
enly released on Friday, staff economists
at the Federal Reserve expect a quarter-
point rate increase this year. The Fed lat-
er said it was not the correct document
and gave a new table showing a slightly
lower forecast for gross domestic prod-
uct and inflation in 2015.

At this week’s meeting, the Fed is
unlikely to deviate from its recent policy
statement or Fed Chair Janet Yellen’s con-
gressional testimony this month, Mizuho
Bank said.

“The most likely outcome is that Fed
rhetoric will emphasise that the US econ-
omy is on track for a rate hike(s) this year,”
the bank said in a note. In other precious
metals, spot palladium fell 0.2 percent to
$621.25 an ounce and platinum lost 0.7
percent to $975.74. Silver was down 0.5
percent at $14.56. — Reuters

IMF paints dim picture for

Europe, more money needed

Cool economic winds blow in from China

TEHRAN: An Iranian customer speaks with a bank clerk at the Export Development Bank of Iran in the capital Tehran yesterday. Iran’s central bank chief
said that Iran has assets of $29 billion in overseas banks that could be unlocked under a nuclear deal struck on July 14, far less than reported estimates
of over $100 billion. — AFP

Gold loses traction, 

closes 5-1/2 year low

FRANKFURT: A trader watches the screens at the stock market in Frankfurt, Germany,
yesterday. — AP
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KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait, in coopera-
tion with Visa International and within its marketing
campaign on Souq.com shopping site, announced
the date of the “one day offer” promotion that will
be launched today 28/7/2015 by offering an instant
20% discount on all  products available on
souq.com shopping site. This offer comes within
the campaign launched on 17/5/2015 which
includes weekly draws that will continue for 3
months and especially designated for customers
who pay the value of their purchases using Al-Tijari
Visa credit or prepaid cards when shopping online
via souq.com shopping site or through souq.com
app for smart phones. 

The bank explained that this offer is the third

and last one and during this day, an instant 20%
discount with KD 25 as a maximum per card will be
offered on all products available on souq.com by
using the coupon code CBK20VISA. The bank also
noted that all customers who purchase products
from this website on this day will  automatically
become eligible to enter the weekly draws that are
held every Sunday starting from 24/5/2015 until
9/8/2015 where the bank will announce three win-
ners to win back the value of their weekly purchas-
es up to a KD 100 for each winner and the amount
of the prize will be credited directly in the winner’s
card account. 

The bank indicated that the offer is valid for all
customers who pay value of their purchases using

any of Al-Tijari visa credit or prepaid cards denoting
that customers can smoothly and rapidly apply for
credit or prepaid cards by visiting any of the Bank’s
branches. Al-Tijari credit cards offer an array of
unparallel privileges such as free of charge travel
insurance, concierge service in Kuwait, priority pass
card that provides cardholders access to more than
650 first class lounges throughout the airports of
the world and the 3D Secure which provides cus-
tomers security & safety against any frauds when
shopping online. Moreover, Visa prepaid card is the
only card in Kuwait that enables customers to with-
draw from ATMs at any country without cash with-
drawal charges.   

Commercial Bank of Kuwait always endeavors to

attain its customers’ utmost satisfaction and pro-
vide them with the best banking services and prod-
ucts through its cooperation with leading and rep-
utable merchants and outlets which make CBK cus-
tomers’ shopping an enjoyable experience, particu-
larly that online shopping has become one of the
most appropriate shopping choices for customers
in today’s modern life. Consequently, the Bank
cooperated with souq.com which is one of the
largest           e-commerce sites in Arab world featur-
ing more than 400,000 products of different cate-
gories including electronics, fashion, home sup-
plies, watches, perfumes ... etc. Souq.com services
are available in Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt.     

Al-Tijari offers 20% discount for products available on Souq.com 

JAKARTA: British Prime Minister David
Cameron begins a visit to Southeast Asia
today, looking to seal $1.2 billion in trade
deals and push for greater cooperation in the
fight against the Islamic State group.

Cameron will arrive in Indonesia on the
first stop of a four-day trip, accompanied by
30 British business leaders and the trade min-
ister, before heading to Singapore, Vietnam
and Malaysia.

He will use meetings with President Joko
Widodo of Indonesia and Prime Minister Najib
Razak of Malaysia to discuss what he calls the
“common enemy” of IS jihadists, who have
seized vast swathes of territory in Iraq and
Syria. 

Hundreds of young Britons have joined IS
in Syria and Iraq, sparking fears they could
launch attacks on home soil upon their return.
The threat from the jihadists is also in focus
after IS claimed an attack on a Tunisian beach
hotel last month that left 30 Britons dead.  

Indonesia, which has the world’s largest
Muslim population and has long struggled
with extremism, fears up to 500 of its citizens
have been lured to the Middle East by IS,
while nationals of Muslim-majority Malaysia
have also joined the jihadists.

In remarks before the trip-his first outside
Europe since being re-elected in May-
Cameron said he would be talking to
Southeast Asian leaders about “one of the
biggest threats our world has faced”. “We will

only defeat these brutal terrorists if we take
action at home, overseas and online and if we
unite with countries around the world against
this common enemy,” he said.

Britain would offer expertise on counter-
terrorism, he added, and could also learn from
Indonesia and Malaysia about what they have
done to tackle extremism and build tolerant
societies. 

‘Vast and dynamic market’ 
With trade a major focus as Britain seeks to

find new markets in fast-growing Asia,
Cameron said that deals worth more than
£750 million ($1.2 billion) would be struck
during the trip.

“Over the next 20 years, 90 percent of glob-
al growth is expected to come from outside
Europe and Britain must be poised to take
advantage,” he said. 

“That’s why I’m delighted to be taking
British businesses to this vast and dynamic
market, securing deals worth over £750 mil-
lion and creating opportunities for hard-work-
ing people back at home.”

Accompanying Cameron on the trip are
senior figures from prominent British busi-
nesses including engine maker Rolls-Royce
and construction equipment maker JCB. 

He will also seek progress on a free trade
deal between the European Union and the
10-member Association of  Southeast
Nations (ASEAN) during talks with the

regional  bloc ’s  secretar y general  at  i ts
Jakarta headquarters.

In addition, Cameron will discuss action on
climate change while in Indonesia ahead of a
key summit in Paris later this year. Indonesia is
one of the world’s top greenhouse gas emit-
ters, due in large part to rampant deforesta-
tion.

But there could be tension when Cameron
meets Widodo Monday over the plight of a
Briton on death row in Indonesia for drug
smuggling. 

Grandmother Lindsay Sandiford has said
she fears her execution is imminent after a
group of foreigners were put to death by fir-
ing squad in April, sparking international out-
rage.

The prime minister could run into contro-
versy during his stop in Malaysia, with calls
mounting for him to meet with the opposi-
tion as well as the government at a time Najib
is fighting off a crisis. 

The Malaysian leader is facing outrage over
allegations that hundreds of millions of dol-
lars were siphoned off from a state-owned
development company he launched and
retains close links with. The premier and the
company, 1Malaysia Development Berhad
(1MDB), have both vehemently denied any
wrongdoing. The case is being investigated by
Malaysian authorities and a parliamentary
committee. Cameron will depart Jakarta
tomorrow for Singapore.  — AFP

JAKARTA: British Prime Minister David Cameron (2L) flanked by National Security Adviser Kim Darroch (1L) and British Ambassador to Indonesia
Moazzam Malik (3L) delivers an address during a bilateral meeting with Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo (not in picture) at the presidential palace in
Jakarta yesterday. Cameron began a visit to Southeast Asia, looking to seal $1.2 billion in trade deals. — AFP

British premier heads to 

SE Asia with trade on agenda

Seeks to seal $1.2bn in trade deals

DETROIT: Fiat Chrysler must offer to buy back
from customers more than 500,000 Ram pick-
up trucks and other vehicles in the biggest
such action in US history as part of a costly
deal with safety regulators to settle legal
problems in about two dozen recalls.

The Italian-American automaker also faces
a record civil fine of up to $105 million. In
addition, owners of more than a million older
Jeeps with vulnerable rear-mounted gas tanks
will be able to trade them in or be paid by
Chrysler to have the vehicles repaired.

The settlement is the latest sign that auto
safety regulators are taking a more aggressive
approach toward companies that fail to dis-
close defects or don’t properly conduct a
recall.

The Ram pickups, which are the company’s
top-selling vehicle, have defective steering
parts that can cause drivers to lose control.
Some previous repairs have been unsuccess-
ful, so Fiat Chrysler agreed to the buyback,
according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.  Owners also have the
option of getting them repaired, the agency
said in documents released Sunday.

The older Jeeps have fuel tanks located
behind the rear axle, with little to shield them
in a rear crash. They can rupture and spill
gasoline, causing a fire. At least 75 people
have died in crash-related fires, although Fiat
Chrysler maintains they are as safe as compa-
rable vehicles from the same era.

Both the Jeep and Ram measures are part
of a larger settlement between the govern-
ment and the automaker over allegations of
misconduct in 23 recalls covering more than
11 million vehicles. 

Besides the civil penalty, which was report-
ed Saturday by The Associated Press, Fiat
Chrysler agreed to an independent recall
monitor and strict federal oversight. It’s anoth-
er step in NHTSA’s effort to right itself after
being criticized for lapses in some highly-pub-
licized safety recalls.

“ Today’s action holds Fiat Chrysler
accountable for its past failures, pushes them
to get unsafe vehicles repaired or off the roads
and takes concrete steps to keep Americans
safer going forward,” Transportation Secretary
Anthony Foxx said in the statement.

In a separate statement, Fiat Chrysler said it
accepted the consequences of the agreement
“with renewed resolve to improve our han-

dling of recalls and re-establish the trust our
customers place in us.”

NHTSA has been involved in vehicle buy-
backs in the past, but never one of this size. A
buyback usually happens when a problem is
so serious that it can’t be fixed and the vehi-
cles need to be removed from service.

Under the agreement, Fiat Chrysler has to
buy back the Ram trucks for the purchase
price, minus depreciation.

It ’s unclear just how many Rams the
automaker will have to repurchase, but the
cash outlay could be substantial. According
to Kelly Blue Book, a 2010 Dodge Ram 1500 -
one of the smaller, less-expensive trucks
involved in the recalls - could fetch $20,000 in
a dealer trade-in, assuming the truck has
60,000 miles on it and is in “good” condition.
At that rate, if Chrysler had to buy back even a
quarter of the trucks at issue, it could spend
$2.5 billion.

Fiat Chrysler said more than 60 percent of
the trucks already have been fixed, and the
company is allowed to repair and resell the
trucks it buys back.

The Jeep trade-ins could add to the tab,
but they also could generate more new vehi-
cle sales by getting customers into show-
rooms. Still, the total could strain the parent
company, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles NV. The
company posted a first-quarter net profit of
$101 million and had more than $20 billion in
cash and securities on March 31.

The consent order that Fiat Chrysler agreed
to requires it to notify owners who are eligible
for buybacks and other incentives.

Models included in the buyback offer are
certain Ram 1500s from 2009 to 2012; the
Ram 1500 Mega Cab 4 by 4 from 2008; and
the Ram 2500 4 by 4, 3500 4 by 4, 4500 4 by 4,
and 5500 4 by 4, all from 2008 through 2012.
Also part of the offer are 2009 Chrysler Aspen
and Dodge Durango SUVs and the Dodge
Dakota pickup from 2009 through 2011.

The fine against FCA beats the old record
of $70 million assessed against Honda Motor
Co.  for lapses in recalls of air bags made by
Takata Corp.

Fiat Chrysler also received a $70 million
fine, and must spend at least $20 million to
meet performance requirements detailed in
the agreement. Another $15 million could
come due if the recall monitor finds any fur-
ther violations. — AP

Fiat Chrysler must offer to 

buy back 500,000 pickups

MIAMI: A Fiat Chrysler Jeep Grand Cherokee is seen on a sales lot as the company
announced it is recalling about 1.4 million Dodges, Jeeps, Rams and Chryslers vehicles
equipped with certain radios in Miami, Florida. — AFP

KUWAIT: Asiya Investments and Trium Capital yester-
day announced a partnership between the two com-
panies to launch the “Asiya Emerging Asia Fund” in
Autumn 2015 on the Trium UCITS Platform.  

The fund, which will be seeded with US$25million,
will be a long/short equity fund investing in Asia’s
emerging markets. The portfolio management team
will employ a proprietarily-developed, quantitatively-
driven investment approach to manage the fund. The
fund will target a net market exposure of approxi-
mately 30%.

The Asiya Emerging Asia Fund will be the second
fund on the Trium UCITS Platform, after Blackwall
Capital which launched late in 2014.

Founded in 2005, Asiya is an asset management
firm with assets of more than US$1billion invested in
the public and private markets of emerging Asia, with
more than US$750million managed in quantitative
Asian equity strategies. The firm has offices in Kuwait
and Hong Kong, which is the base for its investment
professionals. 

Ahmad Al-Hamad, Group CEO of Asiya
Investments, says: “We look forward to offering our
investment expertise and products to European
investors.  Since inception, Asiya has focused exclu-

sively on investing in the emerging economies of
Asia, capitalizing on the region’s growth and the
expansion of its capital markets. Our experienced
team has developed robust research and investment
processes that have consistently generated alpha for
our clients.  We chose Trium to launch our UCITS
umbrella as we believe their team’s depth, experience
and technical knowledge of both UCITS and the
European market offer us the greatest potential for
success.” 

Andrew Collins, Head of UCITS at Trium Capital,
says “We are delighted to partner with Asiya to deliver
a UCITS version of their Asia-focused quantitative
equity flagship product, as it enables us to bring a top
tier name in Asian equity strategies to Europe.  We
look forward to working with Asiya’s highly experi-
enced team and are very positive on the potential for
the Asiya Emerging Asia Fund.” 

The Trium UCITS Platform offers a distribution-
led, one-stop independent platform for investment
managers to set up Irish-domiciled funds. Integrated
with Trium’s in-house distribution capabilities and
deep knowledge of the UCITS market, it offers one
of the most comprehensive UCITS packages in the
industry.

LAVAL: Farmers destroy packages of food transported by a foreign truck as they protest against the low sales prices of their production,
yesterday in Laval, western France. Confronted to financial difficulties, demonstrations staged by livestock breeders and dairy farmers
have increased in the past days. — AFP

Asiya Investments to

launch Asia Fund on

Trium UCITS Platform
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KUALA LUMPUR: Discount carrier AirAsia
ye s t e rd a y  c a l l e d  fo r  u r g e n t  re p a i r s  a t
M a l ays i a’s  n e w  b u d g e t  a i r l i n e  te r m i n a l ,
claiming the tarmac was “sinking”.

AirAsia chief Tony Fernandes criticised
Malaysian aviation off icials  after a plane
came off its chocks, a block that braces the
w h e e l ,  a t  t h e  K L I A 2  t e r m i n a l  i n  K u a l a
Lumpur on Saturday, causing an eight-hour
delay.

“The wheel was bent because the aircraft
went over the chock, because it ’s sinking,”
Fernandes told reporters yesterday.

Since opening last year, KLIA2 has been
riddled with controversy, with cracks report-

e d l y  fo r m i n g  o n  t h e  t a x i w ay  a n d  f a u l t y
d e s i g n  l e a d i n g  t o  w a t e r  p o o l s  o n  i t s
grounds. 

“The airport needs to be fixed. Fix it and
let ’s  move on,” Fernandes said.  Malaysia
Airports Holdings Bhd (MAHB), which over-
sees KLIA2, had previously acknowledged
the airport was located on unstable ground,
which could require years of considerable
maintenance to address. 

MAHB did not immediately respond to an
AFP request for comment.  But Bloomberg
news agency quoted the company as saying
the problems stemmed from uneven soil
settlement.

The settling “has been anticipated from
the start of construction”, the company was
quoted as saying, adding that the airport
was addressing the issue by patching and
resur facing problem areas and injecting
polyurethane under the ground. 

A concrete slab to be completed by next
April will provide a more permanent solu-
tion, it said.

However AirAsia said permanent solu-
t ions  must  be  found quick ly.   “ We can’t
afford to have an airport where it is continu-
ously under construction as it obstructs our
operations,” Aireen Omar, chief executive
officer of AirAsia, added. —AFP

Malaysia’s new airport ‘sinking’, says AirAsia
THE HAGUE:  Rising sales of medical
equipment helped drive a 12 percent
increase in second quarter net profit
at Dutch electronics manufacturer
Philips, the company said yesterday.
The net profit attributable to share-
holders of 272 million euros ($301 mil-
lion) was accompanied by a 20 per-
cent jump in sales to 5.97 billion euros
compared with the same period a
year earlier.  The operating profit of
501 million euros as measured by
earnings before interest, tax and
amortisation (EBITA) beat the average
of 415 million euros forecast by ana-
lysts surveyed by Bloomberg.

“We are encouraged by the contin-
uing improvement in our operational
results in the second quarter of 2015,
driven by strong comparable sales
growth in Healthcare...” Philips chief
executive Frans van Houten said in a
statement.  While overall sales rose by
3 percent on a comparable basis, sales
of medical equipment climbed by 8
percent.

Van Houten said he was pleased
with the company’s performance, but
added “we are increasingly concerned
about the global macro-economic
environment, particularly in China,
Russia and Latin America.”
Nevertheless, he said Philips expects
to turn in modest sales growth this
year and improve its operational per-
formance in both 2015 and 2016.
Philips, which sold its first light bulb a
few years after it was founded in 1891,
has for the past dozen years focused
on medical equipment, and which
now accounts for 43 percent of sales.

“ The healthcare market has
increased rapidly and there is a lot of
excitement” about new technologies,
van Houten told AFP in a telephone
interview later.

“Philips is well positioned to take
advantage of trends in the market-
place,” he sa id.  Phi l ips  shares
jumped 3 .0  percent  to  stand at
24.90 euros in afternoon trading in
Amsterdam. —AFP

Healthy profit rise for Philips
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KUWAIT: International oil prices retreat-
ed in June as OPEC continues to ramp up
production, putting pressure on prices.
Although oil prices were jittery ahead of
the deadline for a final agreement over
Iran’s nuclear program as well as the
unfolding of the Greek debt crisis, dated
Brent, the international benchmark
retreated to $60.65/bbl. It was down by
$2.92 (5%)from last month, compared to
a slightly better performance by West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) that slipped by
$0.77(1%) from previous month to
$59.84/bbl. 

The International market seems more
focused on US rig counts and shale oil
production than on OPEC’s production-
levels. Brent started the month slowly
with a muted reaction to the OPEC June
meeting, as OPEC decided to maintain
output at 30 mbd, though it is currently
producing 1 mbd above target. From
OPEC’s perspective, its strategy of main-
taining high production has proved to
be successful since lower oil prices
appear to have spurred demand growth. 

The market rathertook cues from the
rig counts data and advanced by $2.2

(4%) on June 9th, the biggest daily gain
in June. Baker Hughes indicated that the
oil-directed rig counts were down by 4
from the previous week, and down 60%
from their peak of 1,609 rigs in October
2014. By mid-month, oil prices started to
retreat as worries over a possible Greek
debt default mounted, hindering the
fragile EU growth outlook and squeezing
oil demand. By June 30th, Greece was in
arrears to the IMF and the Iran nuclear
talks were extended into July.  

Brent futures continued to trend low-
er in June. Prices for delivery in
December 2015 through to December
2017 declined by 3% and 2% respective-
ly from a month earlier. Brent futures for
December 2015 and December 2016
ranged between $64.4/bbl and
$71.3/bbl.

WTI was almost flat for the month,
narrowing further the spread between
the two crudes. The spread fell below
$2/bbl on June 15th and almost reaching
parity on June 22nd. Continuous decline
in US commercial stocks supported WTI
prices. According to the Energy
Information Administration, the US com-

mercial crude stock fell by more than
expected to 462.99 million barrels during
the third week of June then increased
slightly the week after to 465.38 million
barrel.

World oil demand gets a boost from
colder winter temperatures in Q1 of 2015
and an improving global economy.

World oil demand growth increased
by 1.7 mb/d y/y during 1Q15 according
to theInternational Energy Agency (IEA).
This was largely a reflection of colder
winter temperatures (stimulating
demand for heating) and improving
global economic activity. Consequently,
demand growth for 2015 as a whole has
been revised up by 1.4 mb/d,double the
increase in 2014.

World supply flat: OPEC supply tops
31.0 mb/d but non-OPEC supply falls 

Total OPEC crude oil supply increased
by 493,000 b/d to 31.80 mb/d in May.*
This is the third consecutive month that
OPEC output has topped 31.0 mb/d and
the highest production level reached
since September 2013. At its June 5
meeting, the organization agreed to

maintain its official production ceiling at
30.0 mb/d; a cut in production was high-
ly unlikely given the recent upward tra-
jectory of oil prices. There had been talk
beforehand of raising the production
ceiling above 30.0 mb/d to better reflect
the reality of rising volumes of Iraqi and
Libyan crude, as well the possibility of
returning Iranian crude. However, none
of that materialized. Indeed, discussion
of Iran’s possible return to the oil markets
in the event of a nuclear agreement was
notably absent from the meeting. 

In any case, Iran has made it clear that
it expects OPEC to accommodate its
return to the market, and that it will not
be bound by any quotas once sanctions
are lifted. Saudi Arabian production
reached a record high of 10.33 mb/d in
May as the kingdom responded to bur-
geoning international demand for its
crude oil and geared up for peak domes-
tic energy usage in the summer. Output
of refined products from the kingdom’s
two newest refineries, the 400,000 b/d
SATORP and 305,000 b/d YASREF refiner-
ies has increased. 

Iraqi production increased by 112,000

b/d from April to reach 3.29 mb/d in May.
This is the third month in a row that Iraq
has sustained output above 3.0 mb/d.
The UAE, Angola and Nigeria also record-
ed notable gains in output.

Kuwait, in contrast, saw its production
fall by 30,000 b/d to 2.83 mb/d. The clo-
sure of the 220,000 b/d Wafra field, which
Kuwait shares jointly with Saudi Arabia,
was the most likely reason. 

Meanwhile, non-OPEC supplies con-
tracted in May after supply outages
affected a number of countries.
Nevertheless, the IEA has raised its fore-
cast for non-OPEC supply growth has
been raised to 1.0 mb/d from 0.83 mb/d
in last month’s report.

World supply growth was flat quarter-
on-quarter (q/q) in 1Q15, having
increased by 1.1 mb/d during the last
quarter of 2014. On a year-on-year basis,
however, world oil supply grew by a size-
able 3.1 mb/d during 1Q15. 

• OPEC data obtained via direct com-
munication with national authorities
with the exception of Libya, where data
from secondary sources has been used
as a substitute for April and May.

Oil prices retreat as Opec production hits new highs
NBK Economic Report

GENEVA: Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev (L) exchanges documents with World Trade Organisation (WTO) Director-General Roberto
Azevedo during the signing ceremony of the accession of Kazakhstan to the trade body yesterday, at the WTO headquarters in Geneva.
Nazarbayev has hailed the “new horizons” that WTO membership will offer for central Asia’s largest economy, but analysts have warned that the
step may be little more than a public relations boon for the government in the short-term. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: Dubai residential rents declined by
3% during the second quarter of 2015, accord-
ing to the latest ADIB/MPM Properties Real
Estate report. This comes amongst a surge in
supply as 6,750 new residential units were deliv-
ered this quarter, taking the total Dubai residen-
tial stock to 479,000 units.

The majority of the new supply was added
along the Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed road,
with the International Media Production Zone
(IMPZ) area accounting for 26% of the total sup-
ply. Capital values for completed apartment
units fell 3.5% drop quarter-on- quarter, with
averages sale prices in Business Bay witnessing
the biggest fall of 5%. 

“The volume of new projects in the Dubai
market means that properties will increasingly
need to appeal to potential buyers’ sense of val-
ue,” said Paul Maisfield, CEO of MPM Properties,
the real estate advisory subsidiary of Abu Dhabi
Islamic Bank (ADIB). “That means a shift towards
well managed, self-contained and mid-market
properties, particularly close to the Expo 2020
site. We are also seeing a greater emphasis on
buyer incentives and unique selling points,
especially in the luxury segment and expect
buyers to benefit from these trends.”

Dubai’s office sector continues to perform
steadily despite a substantial rise in new office
supply with capital values remaining broadly
stable. An additional 2.5 million sq. ft. of new
office spaces is forecast to enter the market by
the end of 2015 with the majority of this supply
being delivered by a small number of develop-
ers / investors.

Meanwhile, Dubai’s prime retail sector contin-
ues to perform well with healthy footfall from

Dubai’s residential population and tourist foot-
fall  from GCC countries, China and India.
Average prime rental rates increased 6.4% in Q2
as new retailers struggled to find space in prime
retail centres.

The hospitality sector saw over 1,200 hotel
and hotel apartment rooms added during the
second quarter, with the majority added within
the Business Bay area (68%).The impact of the
drop in Russian tourists has largely been felt

across the luxury segment of the market; howev-
er double digit growth in tourist numbers from
India, China and other African countries has kept
the budget segments table.

ADIB/MPM’s real estate market data and
rental indices are collated from live transactions
from MPM’s agency team and its property port-
folio of over 23,500 units (covering residential,
offices, hotels and retail malls) under MPM’s
management. 

Dubai residential rents
drop 3% during Q2: ADIB

KUWAIT: Citibank Kuwait announced that it has
won the “Best Corporate/Institutional Internet
Bank” award. The win came in the first round of
Global Finance magazine’s awards for the 2015
Best Internet Banks in the Middle East and
Africa.   This is the fourth year Citibank Kuwait
wins the “Best Corporate/Institutional Internet
Bank” award as it has won the same in 2014,
2013 and 2011. 

Ozgur Kutay, General Manager for Citibank
N.A. Kuwait, said: “We are honored to receive
this award for the fourth time as it recognizes
the progress we are making in this area and our
ongoing commitment to becoming the world’s
leading digital bank”.  Citi has won a total of 16
awards in regional and country categories in
Global Finance magazine’s 2015 World’s Best
Corporate/Institutional and Consumer Internet
Banks competition for the Middle East and
North Africa region.  Country winners for Citi

include branches in Algeria, Kuwait, Morocco,
Qatar, Tunisia, Jordan and Lebanon who won
Best Corporate/Institutional Internet Bank
Awards in their respective markets. Citi also won
in many regional subcategories for Best
Investment Management Services, Best Online
Cash Management, Best Trade Finance Services,
Best Website Design, Best Online Treasury
Services, Best in Mobile Banking and Best in
Social Media. Winning banks were selected
based on the following criteria: strength of strat-
egy for attracting and servicing digital cus-
tomers, success in getting clients to use digital
offerings, growth of digital customers, breadth
of product offerings, evidence of tangible bene-
fits gained from digital initiatives, and
web/mobile site design and functionality.
Category winners, such as “best in social media”
were selected based on the relative strength
and success of those web products and services.

Singapore clamps down on tax 
evasion, money laundering

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s fight to stem illicit
fund inflows has shoved private bankers into
a new quandary - finding enough qualified
compliance specialists to ensure the money
passing through their accounts is clean.

Like other wealth management centres
around the world, Singapore is forcing banks
to make more stringent checks on their
clients as governments crack down on tax
evasion and money laundering.

In Singapore, private bankers say exten-
sive checks on the origin of their clients’ mon-
ey, tax status of those funds, whether they
have political ties, and the reasons behind
fund transfers all mean it could take up to
three months to open a bank account. Five
years ago, it would have taken just a week.

Compliance jobs were considered unat-
tractive until a few years ago when the top
dollar went to investment bankers and
traders. Tougher regulations globally since
the 2008 financial crisis have boosted
demand for experienced compliance officers,
who can get a pay raise of as much as 30 per-
cent if they change companies, according to a
Robert Walters survey this year.

“It’s never easy to find the right people,
and it’s tougher than ever before - it’s a war
for talent as far as we are concerned,” said
Conrad Lim, deputy chief executive at LGT
Bank (Singapore) and head of his bank’s com-
pliance department in Asia.

Lim’s compliance team has more than
tripled in size over the last 10 years, but he is
still looking to bring in more people as the
bank’s regulatory burden increases.

Overly onerous know-your-customer
checks may lead to longer turnaround times
or loss of clients, said Mark Wightman,
Singapore-based partner for Wealth & Asset
Management Advisory at EY.

But a softer approach may incur the wrath
of regulators. The Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) said last week it issued nine
warnings and reprimands in 2014 to financial
institutions in Singapore for deficiencies in
their anti-money laundering or counter-
financing terrorism measures.

MAS did not identify the institutions, but
said six banks were fined with penalties rang-
ing from S$1,000 to S$700,000 ($512,632).

Earlier this month, the Wall Street Journal
reported that Malaysian investigators had
traced nearly $700 million in funds moving

from Falcon Private Bank in Singapore into a
bank account of Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak.

Reuters could not verify the report, which
cited documents from a government investi-
gation. Najib has denied taking some $700
million for his personal gain.

Singapore’s police force said last week it
had frozen two bank accounts in relation to
the probe. Zurich-headquartered Falcon said
on July 16 it is co-operating with the MAS
over the matter.

Past accusations
Singapore in the past had faced accusa-

tions from politicians in Europe that wealthy
tax evaders were shifting their money to
Southeast Asia as the veil of secrecy over
Switzerland lifted.

Singapore has cooperated with other gov-
ernments in the past in money laundering
probes. In 2008 it helped Taiwan with an
investigation into former Taiwanese President
Chen Shui-bian who was accused of moving
money offshore via the Singapore bank
accounts of a family member.

In April this year, MAS told banks they
need to do extra screening of clients with
political connections and more thorough
checks to guard against money laundering.

MAS Managing Director Ravi Menon con-
cedes banks have a tough time finding the
people to do this type of work but said it is
working with the industry to train more peo-
ple in this field. A European wealth manager
said the number of people in his compliance
department has more than doubled in the
last three years. “We have been hiring like
crazy.” Some large banks like Credit Suisse are
launching “grow-your-own” training pro-
grammes in Singapore to expand the talent
pool themselves.

“The competition for experienced profes-
sionals is fierce.  The rapid growth of some
markets is making it even harder to secure
the right talent in this area,” said Lito
Camacho, vice chairman for Asia-Pacific and
CEO Singapore at Credit Suisse. The Thomson
Reuters 2015 Cost of Compliance Survey,
which polled nearly 600 compliance profes-
sionals, found 78 percent of respondents in
Asia expected the cost of senior compliance
staff to increase in 2015, higher than in
Europe or the United States. —  Reuters Citibank Kuwait wins 16 awards

in regional, country categories

LONDON: In this Thursday, July 23, 2015 file photo, The Financial Times is seen on display
in London. An Italian investment group owned by the Agnelli family has confirmed it is in
talks with Pearson PLC to increase its stake in the Economist Group. Exor S.p.A., which has
been a shareholder in the business since 2009, said the discussions also include the
Economist Groupís trustees, who would have to approve any sale. Pearson, which owns
50 percent of the Economist Group, announced that it was in discussions to sell its stake
as it moves to focus on its core education business.  —AP
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
offers its  customers a distinctive
Flexible Term Deposit, a smart way to
grow their investments with utmost
flexibility.

This innovative product is designed
for customers who are seeking for
longer-term saving. The flexible term

deposit is available in tenors ranging
from six months to three years and is
offered at highly competitive rates. The
flexible term deposit is available start-
ing from KD 5,000.

“NBK believes in providing its cus-
tomers with innovative products and
services and our flexible term deposit is

one such product”,  NBK Assistant
General Manager, Consumer Banking
Group, Mohammed Al Othman said.

“The flexible term deposit provides
NBK customers with the opportunity to
earn higher interest rates while receiv-
ing regular cash payments”, Al Othman
added. “It is designed to provide flexible

cash flows either monthly, quarterly,
semi-annually or annually so customers
no longer have to wait until maturity to
get returns.”

Interest on the Flexible Term Deposit
will be credited directly to the nominat-
ed account and not accumulated in the
term deposit itself.  In case of early

breakage there are no fees applied. NBK
Flexible Term Deposit provides stability,
convenience, flexibility and guaranteed
competitive returns.

NBK pioneered many firsts in both
the local and regional markets by offer-
ing innovative products and value
added services. 

NBK’s flexible term deposit: Flexibility with competitive interest rates

LONDON: Abu Dhabi based retail
major Lulu Group International has
made an £110 million agreement
with London developer Galliard
Homes to create a bespoke 92,000
sqft 5-star hotel within a magnifi-
cent refurbished Edwardian build-
ing at 1-5 Great Scotland Yard, to
be known as The Great Scotland
Yard. The hotel was the location of
the original Scotland Yard Police
Station and later the British Army

recruitment centre for Westminster. 
This is the second investment

by Yusuffali MA in London. Last
year he invested in East India
Company.

The iconic hotel will provide a
mix of luxury bedrooms, restau-
rants, library, lobby/lounge and
private meeting, entertaining and
dining rooms complete with 24/7
concierge service. An adjoining

Grade 2 Listed Victorian town-
house will be incorporated into
the hotel and used to create a
magnificent entertaining suite.

The completed hotel will be
seven storeys high with two base-
ment levels. It will retain the grand
Edwardian Imperial red brick and
stone facade with arched main
entrance, ornate pediment and tall
windows with feature brick and
stone detailing. The interior design

will be contemporary and stylish,
providing a modern compliment
to the Edwardian architecture.

Adeeb Ahamed, (son in law of
Yusuffali) Managing Director of
Twenty14 Holdings, the hospitality
arm of Lulu group said “we are
extremely pleased to have con-
cluded this deal for the iconic
Scotland Yard building. We have
been actively evaluating invest-

ment oppor tunities that both
grow our footprint and contribute
to the further development of
London and our interest in the
iconic Great Scotland Yard is a step
in that direction.”

Refined luxury and quality
The hotel is scheduled to open

in Q1 2017 and wil l  provide
employment for up to 250 full
time staff. Construction on site is

now 30% complete with the interi-
or fit out scheduled to start in
March 2016. Don 0’ Sull ivan,
Managing Director of Gall iard
Homes said: “Galliard Homes is
delighted to have reached an
agreement with Lulu Group
International to create a bespoke
5-star hotel  in the hear t of
London’s Whitehall.  The Great
Scotland Yard Hotel will be a brand

synonymous with exceptional
service and refined luxury and
quality.”

The hotel site has a fascinating
history. Between 1829 and 1890
Great Scotland Yard formed part of
the headquarters of the newly
founded Metropolitan Police force.
I t  was here that the famous
Plaistow Marshes (1864) and Jack
the Ripper (1888) crimes were
investigated and Scotland Yard
was made famous by novelists
including Charles Dickens and Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle.

In 1910 the current Edwardian
building was constructed on the
site and served as the British Army
Recruitment Office and Royal
Military Police headquarters. It is
here that Lord Kitchener famously
told WWI recruits “Your Country
Needs You”. In 1982 a refurbish-
ment introduced a new atrium and
the building later became the
Ministry of Defence Library until
2004.

“The Great Scotland Yard is real-
ly an important part of the fabric
of London and it will be a great
opportunity for us to be a part of
the culture and legacy of this great
city and help in its development,
added Adeeb Ahmed, who is also
the CEO of Lulu Exchange after
signing the deal in London.

Twenty14 Holdings is the newly
set up hospitality arm of LuLu
Group International, focusing on
acquisition and management of
assets around the globe. The entity
has over Dh1 bil l ion wor th of
assets in the Middle East, UK and
India. The company is currently
working on setting up its newly
acquired property at Business Bay
in Dubai,  s lated to open in
October 2015 and also jointly
owns the Sheraton Oman Hotel in
Muscat with Al Hashar Hotels LLC,
a 230-key five-star architectural
marvel which is currently under
renovation.

Yusuffali invests £110m in The Great 

Scotland Yard deal to create 5-star hotel

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of
the international Ooredoo Group,
announced its partnership with the lead-
ing company Huawei. The partnership
will bring together an elite team of glob-
al Huawei consultants and engineers to
support Ooredoo in providing ubiqui-
tous connectivity to its local customers
while guaranteeing an exceptional user
experience for all. 

The agreement underscores the ambi-
tions of Ooredoo Kuwait and Huaweito
enrich people’s lives through communi-

cations and to provide our customers
with the best connectivity. With the
recent partnership, Ooredoo Kuwait will
surely continue its mission to develop
customer centric services through broad-
er, smarter network infrastructure. As
part of the partnership, some of
Ooredoo’s technology unit will be trans-
ferred to Huawei in order to keep pace
with the continuous development in the
telecom industry and where Ooredoo
will  continue to closely work with
Huawei.

Ooredoo announces 

partnership with Huawei

KUWAIT: Gulf Insurance Group (gig)
announced a net profit of KD 7.5 mil-
lion (US$ 24.8 million) for the first six
months of 2015, compared to KD 6.1
million (US$ 20.1 million) for the cor-
responding period in 2014, represent-
ing a double digit growth of 23.4%,
with Earnings Per Share (EPS)  at
41.75fils.

In the second quarter (the three
months ended June 30, 2015), the
Group archived a net profit of KD 3.7
million (US$ 12.4 million), an increase
of 24.1% compared to the same peri-
od in 2014.

Shareholder equity reached KD
84.6 million (US$ 279.9 million), an
increase of 11.1% or KD 8.4 million
(US$ 27.9 million) from the corre-
sponding period in 2014.

Book value per share came to
472fils, compared with 422filsas at
June 30, 2014.

During the first half of 2015,Gross
Written Premium reached KD 86.4
million (US$ 285.9 million), up 3.8%
compared to the KD 83.3 million (US$
275.4 million) reported for the first
half of 2014.

Net technical reserves rose from
KD 106.8 million (US$ 353.2 million)
on December 31, 2014to stand at KD
107.6 million (US$ 355.8 million) as at
June 30, 2015. This 0.7% growth will

suppor t the company ’s technical
operations and protect the policy
holders’ rights, thereby strengthening
GIG’s ability to withstand emergen-
cies and risks that may rise in the
future.

Total assets reached KD 351.9 mil-
lion (US$ 1.16 billion) as of June 30,
2015, an increase of KD 4.7 million
(US$ 15.6 million) or 1.4% compared
to December 31 2014.

Khaled Saoud Al Hasan, Group CEO
of Gulf Insurance Group, said:

“Our results for the first half of
2015 reflects the strong growth we
continue to achieve. This is also an
indication of the Group’s ability to
protect its assets and the equity of its
shareholders. It is also inline with our
constant strive to provide the best
insurance services to our clients in all
markets we operate in, supported by
our strategy for regional expansion
and increasing our domestic and
regional market share.”

He added: “We thank our clients for
putting their trust in our services. We
also thank our shareholders, namely
KIPCO - Kuwait Projects Company
(Holding) - and Fairfax Middle East
Ltd. for their support. I would also like
to expressmy sincere appreciation to
our dedicated employees for their
efforts.”

Gulf Insurance Group reports

23.4% net profit growth for H1

KUWAIT: Unadulterated performance, motorsport-influ-
enced design and breath-taking dynamics - the new
Mercedes-AMG C 63 and C 63 S have officially arrived in
Kuwait. Abdul Rahman Albisher & Zaid Alkazemi
Company - the authorised General Distributor of
Mercedes-Benz in Kuwait - announced anticipation is
high for the new AMG models, setting benchmarks in
innovation, speed and power. The high-tech drive, signa-
ture AMG handling and high level of individuality in
equipment choices guarantee an utterly unique driving
experience. The top model in the C-Class line-up is driv-
en by a newly developed 4.0-litre V8 biturbo engine that
is compact, responsive and the most fuel-efficient eight-
cylinder, high performance vehicle in the world.  It is also
the only V8 in the segment with an output of up to 510
Hp in the C 63 S and 476 Hp in the C 63.   

Driving dynamics plus long-distance comfort - the
new Mercedes-AMG C 63 delivers compelling perform-
ance with efficient fuel consumption, outstanding
design dynamics and a high level of everyday usability. 

The interior and exterior design is more distinctive
than ever before. 

“The new Mercedes-AMG C 63 embodies every facet
of the brand ‘Driving Performance’ promise. Offering
more power with its newly developed eight-cylinder
biturbo engine, impressive innovation with its high-tech
package and increased comfort inside the luxurious
four-door sedan, we fully expect it will continue on with
the success enjoyed by its predecessor, the Mercedes-
Benz C 63 AMG, which has sold more than 40,000 units
worldwide to date,” said Michael Ruehle, CEO, Abdul
Rahman Albisher & Zaid Alkazemi Co. “With a car as
dynamic and aesthetically impressive as this, the driving
performance benchmark has been raised to all-new
heights in this segment.”

Performance exhaust system available 
Featuring a sports exhaust system with exhaust flap,

both models emit an engine sound that is emotive and
distinctive. Depending on the AMG DYNAMIC SELECT
drive programme, the engine sound varies between

low-key for long-distance travel and raw emotionality. 

C 63 S comes as standard with 
dynamic engine mounts

Easing comfort and handling by reducing vibration
from the engine/transmission unit, the dynamic engine
mounts used on the Mercedes-AMG GT come as stan-
dard in the C 63 S.  These can adapt their stiffness
smoothly and in fractions of a second to the prevailing
driving conditions and style. Soft engine mounts
improve comfort by better decoupling noise and vibra-
tion. Handling and agility, on the other hand, benefit
from slightly stiffer mounts. When driving dynamically,
the driver feels more closely connected to the vehicle as
a result of increased feedback, while steering response is
more direct. The driver benefits overall from a more pre-
cise driving feel. Minimized movement of the drivetrain
mass calls for less correction on turn-in. 

AMG RIDE CONTROL sport suspension with 
3-stages for a precise driving feel

Fascinating agility, high cornering speeds and opti-
mum neutrality - the C 63 is equipped with the AMG
RIDE CONTROL sport suspension, enabling the driver to
vary characteristics in three stages between maximum
sporting performance and good long-distance comfort,
benefitting at all stages with a more precise driving feel.

Design inspired by Motorsport 
and enhanced by technology 

The design of the powerful V8 top model is influ-
enced by motorsport and reflects its fascinating technol-
ogy. The exteriors of the C 63 and C 63 S are differentiat-
ed by specific design elements. 

Mercedes-AMG sets clear accents in sporting charac-
ter- gracing the long aluminium bonnet are two distinc-
tive power domes. Together with the wider wings, they
guarantee a particularly muscular look. Positioned low
down and with a characteristic arrow form, the “twin
blade” radiator grille with AMG lettering lowers the vehi-
cle’s visual centre of gravity.

Stunning interior design
Every detail in the interior of the C 63 contributes to

a stunning overall effect. The careful choice of select,
first-class materials, their lavish tactile qualities and
their precise craftsmanship deliver a sense of quality
that is seldom seen even in higher vehicle classes. 

The dashboard is finished in black ARTICO man-
made leather, with the premium look-and-feel further
enhanced by stitching in crystal grey, the wing-like trim
element in aluminium and the AMG-exclusive, IWC-
design analogue clock (depending on equipment
choice). Performance seats are also available as an
alternative to the standard sports seats in ARTICO man-
made leather / DINAMICA microfibre. They give occu-
pants a lower seating position and ensure increased
lateral grip due to their more powerfully contoured
form.

A range of further optional equipment means the
Mercedes-AMG C 63 can be extensively tailored to indi-
vidual preferences. 

The most fuel-efficient eight-cylinder, 
high-performance vehicle in the world 

The C 63 is at the forefront of the competitive field
being the only ones in the segment to be equipped
with an eight-cylinder engine that features bi-tur-
bocharging, with the two chargers located within the
cylinder V - specialists refer to this as the “hot inside V”.
The benefits are compact engine dimensions; optimum
responsiveness and low exhaust emissions. 

The C 63 not only holds the top position in terms of
engine data and performance, it also sets new bench-
marks in fuel consumption. With a figure of 8.2 litres
per 100 kilometres (NEDC combined, equating to 192
CO2 g/km), the new C 63 demonstrates exceptional
efficiency that puts it at the top of the segment. And it
does not stop there - the C 63 is the most fuel-efficient
eight-cylinder, high-performance vehicle in the world. 

As always in AMG philosophy, AMG engines are pro-
duced by hand in the Affalterbach engine shop under
the “one man, one engine” principle.

The new Mercedes-AMG C 63, 

C 63 S arrive in Kuwait

Powerful performance perfected for the road

Khaled Saoud Al Hasan
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PARIS: NASA’s discovery of Earth-like exoplanet
Kepler-452b, nicknamed “Earth 2.0”, has social
media buzzing about the chances of finding a
faraway world, possibly with alien life or key
resources such as water. Science or fiction? The
experts respond.

Is ‘Earth 2.0’ like our planet? 
Currently we don’t know if this planet is ter-

restrial - rocky - or a small gas planet. If Kepler-
452b turns out to be a terrestrial world, it will be
the most Earth-like known which also orbits a G-
class star like the Sun. The other leading com-
petitors have mostly be found to orbit cooler
dwarf stars. There’s a real chance we’re talking
about a terrestrial, potentially habitable exo-
planet, with more similarities to our home world
than any other place in our Solar System. - Tom
Kerss, astronomer at the Royal Observatory
Greenwich

Could we settle there? 
With our best available technology, we have

no chances of reaching any exoplanet in the near
future! The fastest spacecraft in the Solar System
- NASA’s Juno probe - is currently travelling at
almost 138,000 km per hour relative to the Earth.
At this speed it would take about 33,000 years to
reach the nearest star after the Sun, and almost
11 million years to reach Kepler-452b!  - Kerss

So what can we do? 
If we had a sufficiently large telescope - and

there are people who are studying such concepts
right now - we could actually make the first prim-
itive maps of an Earth-like planet around a near-

by star that would provide us details about the
atmospheric composition, the surface composi-
tion, whether they have oceans, clouds, perhaps
even seasons, and start characterising what
those planets are like. Whether or not we can dis-

cover life, now that is a very tricky question and a
very hot topic in astrobiology - would we recog-
nise those signs of life? And it is a very exciting
prospect. - John Grunsfeld, associate administra-
tor for NASA’s science mission directorate

Perhaps in the distant future, human beings
will develop the technology necessary to journey
out into the galaxy and begin exploring the bil-
lions of worlds hidden among the stars. Until
then, astronomers will continue to study exo-
planets to learn more about the history of our
own Solar System, and the nature of the Galaxy
in general. - Kerss

A new world? 
Given the diversity of the planets discovered

to date, I believe we will find a habitable planet
yet. I’m sure that one day we will discover a plan-
et similar to Earth in terms of size and other fea-
tures. - University of Bordeaux astronomer
Emeline Bolmont

Throughout my childhood, astronomers sim-
ply guessed that there might be a few hundred
habitable worlds in the Galaxy, but fortunately
this turned out to be very pessimistic. The true
figure is closer to tens of billions! Particular Earth-
like candidates have also thrown up surprises
which are fuelling exciting speculation - as well
as research - on the range of worlds where forms
of life might be able to cling on! - Kerss

Is science drawing closer to an alien world?

BAHAWALPUR, Pakistan: As the sun sets and
darkness falls over a village outside Bahawalpur,
Shama Bibi switches on her solar lantern and
starts sewing clothes for an upcoming family
wedding. Not long ago, nightfall would have
forced her to stop working. But now with access
to solar-powered lamps, Bibi can sew as long as
she needs to. “The solar lantern has changed my
life,” said the 35-year-old widow and mother of
three. “I can sew clothes even in the night and
earn enough to make both ends meet.”

Bibi has recently become a “Light Lady”, one
of the women that the Buksh Foundation, a non-
profit organisation in Lahore, has trained to help
spread the benefits of solar energy throughout
rural Pakistan. Under the foundation’s project
Lighting a Million Lives, in collaboration with
The Energy and Resources Institute in India,
women are taught how to operate and maintain
solar charging stations in their homes. The two
“Light Ladies” in each of the focus villages also
are given 50 solar lanterns to rent to others in
their community.

The onetime cost of around $5,500 to set up
a solar charging station and set of lanterns is
funded by donors. Bibi says she charges a daily
rent of 4 rupees ($0.04) per lantern and earns
around 5,500 rupees ($54) each month. “I’ve
started sending my youngest son to school as I
earn enough now to meet all the expenses,” she
said. Villagers can also charge their mobile
phones at the solar station, instead of having to
travel to Bahawalpur and back. The foundation
has so far installed solar charging stations in 150

off-grid villages around the country and plans to
reach 4,000 villages by 2017.

Light Beyond the Grid
According to the World Bank, about 44 per-

cent of households in Pakistan are not connect-
ed to the grid. More than 80 percent of those are
in rural areas. There, almost half of households
use kerosene as a primary or secondary source
of lighting, a 2012 World Bank survey found.
Some use candles, due to the high cost of
kerosene. “Our target is to provide sustainable
energy to far-flung rural off-grid areas of
Pakistan and we especially want to empower
women in these areas through the project,” said
Fiza Farhan, CEO of the Buksh Foundation.

She said the solar lanterns not only are con-
venient and a source of income for some vil-
lagers but also help reduce climate-changing
carbon emissions, as each lantern replaces
around 500 to 600 liters of kerosene during its
10-year lifespan. The foundation has a perma-
nent help line at its central office in Lahore to
keep in touch with the “Light Ladies” and pro-
vide them technical assistance round the clock,
Farhan said. She said dozens of people contact
the foundation daily asking for more solar
lanterns in their villages and requesting the
installation of charging stations in nearby vil-
lages. “More women want to become Light
Ladies, but for the moment we have been train-
ing only two women in each village,” she said, to
ensure that each woman makes a decent
income once the profits are split.

More Solar, Fewer Blackouts?
Qamar-uz-Zaman, a climate change advisor

to the sustainable development organisation
LEAD-Pakistan, said Pakistan’s energy shortages
could be reduced substantially if the govern-
ment would provide technical and financial
assistance for sustainable development initia-
tives such as Lighting a Million Lives. Pakistan
faces a year-round electricity shortfall that hits
around 7,000 megawatts in the summer. The
country’s rural areas often suffer blackouts of
more than 14 hours a day while urban areas can
experience up to 10 hours a day without power.

To tackle the crisis, the government needs to
support off-grid solar projects and encourage
people to use renewable energy sources to
decrease the stress on the national grid, said
Zaman. “The government can subsidise the proj-
ects by claiming international climate financing
and reaching out to international donors to fund
them,” he said. Gul Muhammad, 62, a farmer in
the village outside Bahawalpur, can attest to the
benefits of solar energy. The lantern he hires
from one of the “Light Ladies” has allowed him
to cut the amount of kerosene he uses to light
his farm, saving him 350 rupees ($3) each
month.

The availability of cheap, portable light also
means he can irrigate his farmland during dusk
and dawn, times of day that previously were too
dangerous due to the presence of snakes in the
area. “I can now work three to four hours extra
on my farmland,” he said. “And this is helping
increase my income too.” — Reuters 

This NASA artist’s concept obtained July 23, 2015 compares Earth (left) to the new planet called Kepler-
452b, which is about 60 percent larger in diameter. — AFP 

Solar lamps turn Pakistani

women into entrepreneurs
‘Light Ladies’ help spread benefits of green energy

NEW SHOREHAM, Rhode Island: Rhode
Island’s Deepwater Wind will start installing
the foundations for North America’s first off-
shore wind farm on Monday, a milestone the
company says could pave the way for an
industry long established in Europe but that is
still struggling with opposition in the United
States. The 30-megawatt wind farm, which
will include five turbines located 4.8 km off
the coast of the bucolic summer tourist desti-
nation of Block Island, will take more than a
year to build and is scheduled to produce
electricity for the tiny island community and
the mainland by the end of next year.

“Our belief is once Block Island is up and
running, it will bring offshore wind from theo-
ry to reality in the United States and open up
opportunities to build larger projects,” said
Jeffrey Grybowski, Deepwater Wind’s CEO.
Offshore wind projects have been delivering
power in Europe since the 1990s, with nearly
2,500 turbines connected to the grid, but they
have struggled to gain a foothold in the
United States due to worries about cost, the
aesthetics of towering wind turbines within
view from the coasts, and the impact on birds
and whales.

A rival project, Cape Wind’s proposed 130-
turbine wind farm off in Nantucket Sound, for

example, was for years expected to be
America’s first such project but stalled in part
due to a lack of local support. Other offshore
wind projects are in limbo off of Delaware,
New Jersey and New York. Deepwater’s proj-
ect fits a different mold, according to
Grybowski and the project’s backers, French
bank Societe Generale and Ohio-based Key
Bank: it was relatively small and therefore eas-
ier to finance and is set in a location that has
substantial built-in government and local sup-
port.

“Rhode Island was very forward-thinking
and had designated a specific development
area,” said Alexander Krolick, Societe
Generale’s energy project finance director for
the Americas.  SocGen and Key Bank have pro-
vided about $300 million for the project,
according to Deepwater, which is based in
Providence. Block Island was chosen as a wind
power site by the state in 2007 in part as a
solution to the island’s own energy woes: it’s
1,000 residents have for years relied on costly
diesel-fired generators for electricity. Once the
wind farm starts up, prices will drop 40 per-
cent, according to a study by the Block Island
Utility Task Group.

But about 90 percent of the wind farm’s
power will be shipped to Rhode Island’s main-

land via an undersea cable where utility
National Grid will buy it for 26 cents/kwh and
mix it into the rest of the state’s supply, which
generally ranges between 6 and 10
cents/kwh. Although it will account for only 1
percent of the state’s power supply, the higher
cost represents the industry’s biggest chal-
lenge. “Everybody shares the view that we
need to make progress to decrease the cost,”
said Jerome Deflesselles, Societe Generale’s
head of renewable origination for Europe. He
said more efficient turbines and cheaper con-
struction methods could help offshore wind
compete with traditional power within about
five years.

The foundations for Deepwater’s wind tur-
bines were produced in Louisiana and will be
fixed with pilings penetrating more than 46 m
into the sea floor over the next few months.
Deepwater said it had agreed to do the pile
driving only when migrating whales are not in
the area. The towers and turbines, produced
by Alstom in France, will be installed next
summer and fall. Deepwater said if the project
is successful, it could pave the way for expan-
sion. It holds a 30-year lease on a parcel in fed-
eral waters about 24 km southwest of
Martha’s Vineyard with room for as many as
250 turbines. — Reuters 

BEIJING: A salesperson helps a child try out a videogame at a shop yesterday. — AP 

BEIJING: China is lifting its ban on sales of
videogame consoles to promote the industry
and a new manufacturing zone in Shanghai.
Consoles produced in the Shanghai Free-Trade
Zone will automatically be approved for sale in
the rest of China, according to a Ministry of
Culture notice dated Friday. The announcement
eases a sales ban imposed in 2000 due to con-
cern Chinese children would waste time playing
videogames.

Communist leaders are promoting entertain-
ment and technology development as part of a
marathon effort to shift the world’s second-
largest economy to more sustainable growth
supported by domestic consumption and clean-
er industries. The Shanghai trade zone was creat-
ed in 2013 and gives foreign companies wider

access to a range of industries, allowing bigger
ownership stakes and activities that are prohibit-
ed elsewhere in China.

Sony Corp and Microsoft Corp both have
announced plans to manufacture game con-
soles in the Shanghai zone with Chinese part-
ners. “We welcome the move,” said a Sony
spokesman, Sousuke Kamei, in an email. “We
remain committed to deliver fun and exciting
console gaming experiences to as many Chinese
users as possible.” Nintendo Co, another
videogame maker, declined comment. The latest
rules are intended to promote technology
development and a “healthy and progressive”
entertainment environment, the ministry notice
said. Content of games will be subject to censor-
ship, it said. — AP 

China lifting ban on 

sales of videogames 

LAGOS: At first glance, Yaba is like many oth-
er parts of Nigeria’s sprawling commercial
capital: a cacophony of car horns and shout-
ing street vendors, mingling with exhaust
fumes and the occasional stench of sewage.
But in between the run-down buildings in
this seemingly inauspicious part of Lagos, a
city of around 21 million, tech start-ups are
taking root and creating a buzz that is draw-
ing international venture capitalists and
more established digital firms. “They’re all
clustering in Yaba. The momentum is there,”
said Sim Shagaya, CEO of Konga, which has
become one of Africa’s biggest online retail-
ers after being set up in 2012.

Konga’s decision to move in 18 months
ago was a major boost for Yaba, which draws
on a pool of talent from the nearby
University of Lagos and Yaba College of
Technology. African tech centres are a recent
phenomenon that mix web business con-
cepts borrowed from other parts of the world
with start-ups focused on African problems
to create opportunities in areas such as
mobile payments and e-commerce. Notable
examples are Kenya’s ‘Silicon Savannah’,
South Africa’s ‘Silicon Cape’ and Rwanda’s
‘kLab’ in Kigali, but in many instances they
struggle to achieve critical mass by giving
birth to the few successful start-ups that will
in turn attract more talent and money.
However, Yaba also has a growing number of
established tech companies, underpinning
hopes that the area, where rents are relatively
cheap, might breed success. Konga is just
one of several to move away from the lagoon
city’s affluent island business districts of
Victoria Island, Lekki and Ikoyi to the suburb
on the Lagos mainland.

Africa Internet Group, backed by
Germany’s Rocket Internet, South African
mobile phone giant MTN and Sweden’s
Millicom, moved six of its tech firms, includ-
ing Hellofood and Easy Taxi, to Yaba last
December. “We knew the ecosystem of start-
ups and ventures here was really thriving,”
said Guillaume Leblond, managing director
of Hellofood, a two-year-old food delivery
platform.

Beating the Traffic
Even though Yaba’s inner city location

might constrain its long-term growth,

Leblond said the move to Yaba cut commut-
ing times since most employees cannot
afford to live in the expensive island business
districts and reside on the mainland.
Gesturing to a dozen young adults hunched
over laptops in an open plan office, he said
most staff were University of Lagos graduates
introduced via personal connections.
Investors have taken an interest in several
start-ups based in the district in the last few
months. In May, Nigerian hotel booking com-
pany hotels.ng got seed funding from the
EchoVC Pan-Africa Fund and the Omidyar
Network, founded by eBay mastermind
Pierre Omidyar.

Then in June, Andela, a Yaba-based com-
pany that trains and then outsources soft-
ware programmers and developers, received
financing from Boston-based venture capital-
ists Spark Capital. Andela, which launched
last year, has so far selected 70 people from
more than 12,000 applicants to participate in
the programme that co-founder Jeremy
Johnson said would, over time, create a big-
ger pool of developers in Nigeria’s workforce.
“We’re preparing brilliant young people not
only to compete for opportunities in the
years ahead, but to build the companies that
will transform Africa,” he said.

Big Market
The potential market size of Africa’s most

populous nation, makes Nigeria, with around
170 million people, an attractive location.
“From an investor’s perspective, Nigeria is so
much bigger.  The Kenyan market is very
small,” said Kresten Buch who has invested in
tech start-ups in South Africa, Kenya and
Nigeria. The gross domestic product of Lagos
state alone, for example, is bigger than the
entire economies of Kenya or Ghana.

However, Yaba started life in a similar way
to other African tech enclaves in 2010, with
one building earmarked as an incubator for
talent supported by overseas investors, in
this case the Co-Creation Hub (CCHub),
backed by the founder of eBay. The govern-
ment chipped in with another building in
2013, the Information Technology
Developers Entrepreneurship Accelerator
(iDEA), for would-be entrepreneurs to get
access to docking stations, meeting rooms
and mentors.—Reuters

Nigeria tech enclave 

springs up in Lagos 

Offshore wind power gets foothold in US 

HOUMA, Louisiana: In this June 27, 2015 photo, contractors at Gulf Island Fabrication work on structural components for a wind power farm set
for installation offshore from Block Island, Rhode Island. — AP 
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YANGON: From space, the fishing boats are
just little white specks floating in a vast stretch
of blue water off Papua New Guinea. But zoom
in and there’s the critical evidence: Two
trawlers loading slave-caught seafood onto a
massive refrigerated cargo ship.

The trawlers fled a slave island in Indonesia
with captives of a brutal Southeast Asian traf-
ficking ring whose catch reaches the United
States. Hundreds of men were freed after they
were discovered there earlier this year, but 34
boats loaded with workers left for new fishing
grounds before help arrived - they remain
missing.

After a four-month investigation, The
Associated Press has found that at least some
of them ended up in a narrow, dangerous
strait nearly 1,000 miles away.  The proof
comes from accounts from recently returned
slaves, satellite beacon tracking, government
records, interviews with business insiders and
fishing licenses. The location is also confirmed
in images from space taken by one of the
world’s highest resolution satellite cameras,
upon the AP’s request.

The skippers have changed their ships’
names and flags to evade authorities, but hid-
ing is easy in the world’s broad oceans.
Traffickers operate with impunity across
boundaries as fluid as the waters. Laws are few
and hardly enforced. And depleted fish stocks
have pushed boats farther out into seas that
are seldom even glimpsed, let alone governed.

This lack of regulation means that even
with the men located, bringing them to safety
may prove elusive.

Officials from Papua New Guinea working
with the International Organization for
Migration said they were not aware of human
trafficking cases in the area but are investigat-
ing. Numerous other agencies - including
Interpol, the United Nations and the U.S. State
and Defense departments - told the AP they
don’t have the authority to get involved.

A handful of former slaves who recently
made it home to Myanmar said hundreds of
men remain unaccounted for.

Lawless place
“Papua New Guinea can be a lawless place,”

said Lin Lin, one of the returnees, describing
fishing in the poor island nation. “Fishermen
could die anytime, but the captains would not
care. If they die, they will just be thrown away.”

He said he and his crewmembers still don’t
know why they were sent home last month,
when their trawler returned to the same port
in Thailand from which they were originally
trafficked.

As the appetite for cheap fish worldwide
grows, so does the demand for men who are
paid little or nothing to catch it. Thailand’s $7
billion annual seafood export industry is built
on the backs of poor people from its own
country and migrants from Myanmar,
Cambodia and Laos who are sold, kidnapped
and tricked onto trawlers.

In November, the AP found hundreds of

such forced laborers on the remote island vil-
lage of Benjina in eastern Indonesia - some in
a cage, others on boats and more than 60
buried in a graveyard. To date, the reporting
has prompted the rescue and repatriation of
more than 800 men, many of whom said they
were abused or witnessed others being beat-
en, or in some cases even killed.

Reporters followed the slave-caught fish
back to Thailand and linked it to the supply
chains of major US food sellers, such as Wal-
Mart, Sysco and Kroger, and American pet
food companies, including Fancy Feast, Meow
Mix and Iams. The businesses have all said
they strongly condemn labor abuse and
vowed to take steps to prevent it.

In April, a week after the AP story was pub-
lished, the Indonesian government launched a
criminal inquiry. It was already clamping down
on illegal fishing nationwide with a moratori-
um on all foreign boats. Officials rescued hun-
dreds on the spot but they discovered that a
third of the company’s 90 trawlers had already
left - each with 15 to 20 migrants on board.
The Indonesian government wants to bring
the boats back for prosecution.

“They have to be responsible for what’s

happened,” said Fisheries Minister Susi
Pudjiastuti.

Ships repainted and renumbered
The disappearing act can start with a buck-

et of paint. Kaung Htet Wai, 25, said his crew-
mates nailed a new name and number over
the old one - Antasena 331 - and hoisted a dif-
ferent country’s flag: the red, black and yellow
of Papua New Guinea. 

Wai said his trawler did not dock for several
months, and loaded many types of seafood,
including mackerel, shrimp and shark, onto
refrigerated cargo ships. Captains also repaint-
ed and renumbered other boats, and some
kept flags from as many as four different coun-
tries in their hulls, according to former slaves
and investigators.

The flag change protects rogue boats
because typically the flagged states, not the
host country, set their rules, said Mark Lagon,
president of the Freedom House in
Washington D.C. and former U.S. ambassador
at large to combat human trafficking. Laws in
general are weaker for fishing trawlers than
other vessels, as is overall monitoring, he not-
ed, creating a “black hole of governance.”

As the boats hid, Indonesian investigators
discovered that the company listed as their
operator, Pusaka Benjina Resources, was really
a venture between seafood industry tycoons
and businessmen from Thailand and
Indonesia.

Financial records going back seven years
reveal Pusaka Benjina’s lucrative business with
a shipping company, Silver Sea Fishery Co. The
trawlers crewed by slaves brought fish to
Benjina, where it was loaded onto Silver Sea
cargo ships heading for Thailand.

In a typical month, Silver Sea was invoiced
about $500,000 for loads of seafood. One
month the firm was billed $1.6 million, with a
third of that charged to the Silver Sea 2 - the
same transport ship identified earlier this
month in the satellite photo off Papua New
Guinea.

Pusaka Benjina manager Hermanwir
Martino, among seven people arrested on
human trafficking charges, has said his com-
pany did nothing wrong.  Silver Sea Fishery
did not answer calls. Photographs from the sky
helped the AP actually catch the Silver Sea 2 in
the act of doing business with the trawlers.

Over the past few months, satellite beacons

show, Silver Sea cargo ships had been shut-
tling regularly between Thailand and Papua
New Guinea. They slowed to a crawl or halted
completely, apparently as they were being
loaded with fish, in a crooked strait known as
the dogleg.

Analysts at SkyTruth, a West Virginia remote
sensing and digital mapping firm, identified
the Silver Sea 2 by its signals. However, they
warned that getting photographic evidence of
it collecting fish from one of the trawlers that
fled Benjina would be next to impossible.

Nonetheless, two weeks ago, DigitalGlobe,
a Colorado-based commercial vendor of space
imagery, maneuvered a satellite at the request
of the AP toward coordinates of the Silver Sea
2, which had dropped anchor off Papua New
Guinea.  The cargo reefer struck experts as sus-
picious because it had turned off its locator
beacon for almost two days, possibly while
picking up seafood.

Crack down on poaching
The satellite whizzed over Papua New

Guinea at 17,000 mph, 380 miles up. Within a
day, DigitalGlobe analysts spotted a high-reso-
lution shot of a ship matching the Silver Sea 2
right down to the docking ropes and open
cargo holds, with boats identical to those from
Benjina nestled alongside, apparently offload-
ing fish.

CEO Jeff Tarr said this was the first time the
technology had been used to capture human
trafficking live: “You can’t hide from space.”

Gisa Komangin, from Papua New Guinea’s
National Fisheries Authority, said that until
now their focus has been on illegal fishing in
the dogleg, and that a moratorium on all for-
eign fishing there is planned for the end of the
month to crack down on poaching.

“When you are talking about illegal fishing,”
he said, “you are also talking about human
smuggling.”

The question now is if the men will be res-
cued. Many governments lack the resources -
or the will - to implement a patchwork of out-
dated maritime rules, some written more than
a century ago. Kenneth Kennedy, a senior poli-
cy adviser for the US Department of
Homeland Security, said international fishing
agreements on sustainability, pollution and
labor are needed, and those that do exist
often go unenforced.

“If all these corporations, or ships, are
ignoring these things put in place for the
future of humanity, then what are we doing?”
he asked. “We’re just spinning our wheels.”

Back in a dusty slum in Myanmar, relatives
of the slaves still missing are desperate. One
mother, Ohn Myint, went to the airport three
times as men rescued from Benjina came
home - hoping her 19-year-old son, Myo Ko
Ko, would come out of the terminal. But
ever y t ime, she left  alone,  a l itt le more
drained of hope. “I am missing my son so
much, each and every hour,” she said. “I can
only pray for him. I just think that only God
can save him.” — AP

BENJINA: In this April 20, 2015, photo, former fishing slaves who were rescued from Indonesia’s remote island vil-
lage of Benjina gather at a temporary government-run shelter on the island of Tual, Indonesia. Hundreds of men
remain unaccounted for and are believed to be fishing in Papua New Guinea. — AP photos

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: In this July 17, 2015, photo, DigitalGlobe imagery analyst Micah Farfour, shows a high-resolution
satellite photograph taken of trawlers in Papua New Guinea loading slave-caught seafood onto Silver Sea 2, a refrigerat-
ed cargo ship belonging to the Thai-owned Silver Sea Fishery Co., at DigitalGlobe’s headquarters in Westminster, Colo.

WESTMINSTER: A technician runs tests on WorldView-3, a high-resolution imaging satellite operated by DigitalGlobe in
Westminster, Colo. The commercially owned company, supporting The Associated Press in its investigation into slavery
in Southeast Asia’s fishing industry, trained its satellite lenses on boats that are using forced laborers.

YANGON: In this July 1, 2015, photo, former Burmese slave fishermen Kaung Htet Wai, left and Lin Lin, second right, at home in
Yangon, Myanmar, look at satellite images showing two trawlers loading fish onto a giant refrigerated cargo ship in waters off Papua
New Guinea. They spent months in the same waters loading fish onto ships owned by the Thai company Silver Sea Fishery Co. 

Tracking slave boats to Papua New Guinea

Seafood from slaves

SAMUT SAKHON: Two refrigerated cargo ships, Silver Sea 2, right, and Silver Sea Line, left, are docked alongside one another at Thajeen
Port in Samut Sakhon, Thailand. Both are owned by Thailand’s Silver Sea Fishery Co., named in an Associated Press investigation into
slavery in Southeast Asia’s seafood industry.  — AP
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WASHINGTON: The US military shipped
live anthrax samples to dozens of facili-
ties in the country and to seven other
nations over the past decade, a govern-
ment report found Thursday, blaming
faulty specimen killing and poor testing.

In all,  86 labs have received live
anthrax specimens since 2005, the report
said, following up on an embarrassing
mistake for the military.

The facilities were located in Australia,
Britain, Canada, Germany, Italy, Japan and
South Korea, as well as 20 American

states and the US capital Washington.
Although no illnesses have been

linked to the samples, 21 people who
came into direct contact with the speci-
mens were given antibiotics as a precau-
tionary measure. The military revealed its
mistakes in handling the samples at the
end of May, saying a specimen used in a
training exercise may not have been
inert. The US Army’s Dugway Proving
Ground in Utah is the largest producer of
inactivated anthrax, but it conducted
much less testing than other military

facilities, the report found.
“The development and implementa-

tion of ineffective irradiation and viability
testing procedures took place over the
last decade,” said the report by a Defense
Department committee tasked with
reviewing the incidents. 

“This represents an institutional prob-
lem at DPG and does not necessarily
reflect on any one individual.”

All of the live anthrax samples, used
for research and testing, received by the
labs were sent by DPG.

The review was ordered by Deputy
Defense Secretary Robert Work on May
29 to try to determine why anthrax speci-
mens were not killed before shipment
after the military admitted the mistake.

In the report, the Pentagon stresses
that anthrax is “an exceptionally resilient
organism.” The committee found that a
critical problem was a lack of technical
information in the scientific community
to help create protocols around anthrax
inactivation. “This has contributed to the
creation of protocols that do not com-

pletely or permanently sterilize BA with
gamma irradiation,” it added. 

The report called for irradiation stan-
dards and viability testing procedures to
address this “scientific community-wide
problem.” In the meantime, the Pentagon
has issued a moratorium on the shipping
of inactivated anthrax from its facilities.

Officials have insisted there is no
threat to public health and that the small
concentrations of live anthrax had been
shipped in several layers of air-tight pack-
aging. — AFP

US anthrax samples shipped to dozens of labs in past decade

YANGON: As he manoeuvres his taxi through
the barely moving traffic of downtown Yangon,
Myo Min Htaike’s jaw methodically pounds a
pulpy mass of nuts and tobacco, his teeth
stained a dark blood-red.

Plying his trade in the seemingly eternal grid-
lock of Myanmar’s now booming commercial
hub, he is more than used to spending long days
on the roads and “kun ja”-better known as betel
nut or quid-is the one thing that keeps him
going. 

“I’m so sleepy when I start driving the taxi,”
the 32-year-old tells AFP. 

“So I eat kun ja to help me stay awake.” Kun ja
is an enormously popular stimulant chewed
throughout Myanmar. But it comes with a long
list of serious health downsides including addic-
tion, deeply stained gums and a high risk of
mouth cancer. The small parcels of tobacco, are-
ca nuts, slaked lime and optional spices,
wrapped in the vivid green leaves of the betel
plant, are ubiquitous across the former junta-run
nation. Users sing its praises as a pick-me-up
that increases alertness, boosts energy and
freshens the breath.

“When I started eating betel quid for my
tooth pain, I didn’t like it much.  But it made my
toothache go away and I came to like it,” Myo
Min Htaike says, the tell-tale red stains visible on
his lips.

‘It’s Myanmar’s habit’ 
Yangon is a city in a constant state of change

since decades of brutal junta rule gave way to a
reformist government in 2011 that resulted in
the lifting of most western sanctions.

Cranes jostle for space on an increasingly
crowded skyline as locals furiously tap away on
mobile phones that just a few years ago were far
beyond their reach. But some things have not
changed, as the vivid red splashes of spat out
betel on virtually every pavement and wall testi-
fy. Chewers queue up at small kiosks across the
city selling the wraps for 200 kyats (around 20
US cents). Hawkers carry them in trays hung
around their necks and sell them to passing
motorists at busy junctions.

For sellers, feeding the national habit can
provide a good living. Myo Myint Tun rises at
3:00 am every morning to sell quids to com-
muters at a city train station.

On top of his 20 regulars, he estimates anoth-
er 80 people stop by each day, earning him
around $40 — a good living in a country where
the average wage in 2012 was less than $100 a
month. “Most of the people in Myanmar eat
betel quid-it’s Myanmar’s habit. It’s been that
way since long ago,” he says.

But doctors warn that the national appetite
for the stimulant is damaging health in a country
with a threadbare medical system.

“Myanmar has one of the highest (number
of ) users of smokeless tobacco globally, espe-
cially among males,” Dr Dhirendra Narain Sinha,

a specialist at the World Health Organization
(WHO) told AFP.

His research has found just over half of
Myanmar’s men use the substance, in addition
to 16 percent of its women.

Both tobacco and areca nut are known car-
cinogens, with mouth-related cancers account-
ing for a fifth of all of Myanmar’s cases of the ill-
ness. Those who chew betel quids without
tobacco, Sinha says, have a 250 percent greater
chance of having oral and oropharyngeal cancer
than non users. For those who chew tobacco as
well the risk jumps 770 percent.

But doctors say the message to stop chewing
is not getting through. “People do not know
what are the side effects or the health effects of
eating betel quids in Myanmar,” warns Dr Than
Sein of local advocacy group the People’s Health
Foundation (PHF).

Low healthcare spending 
According to the latest WHO figures,

Myanmar spends the lowest proportion of its
GDP on healthcare in the world-just 0.5 percent
in 2013, lower than South Sudan and Haiti.

By comparison, the military budget account-
ed for 4.3 percent of GDP in 2014, say defence

analysts from the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute. The onset of mouth cancer is
often a slow and avoidable death sentence.

In common with neighbouring countries, cig-
arette packs in Myanmar now carry gory photo-
graphic warnings of the health risks, but betel is
free of any packaging.  

The PHF has produced leaflets and posters
aiming to get its message across, and wants
warnings placed at betel kiosks. The health min-
istry says it is studying the proposal. But helping
Myanmar kick the habit will not be easy. Betel-
chewing is a deeply-rooted cultural practice
throughout south and southeast Asia, thought
to date back several centuries.

Nonetheless, Dr Than Sein says he takes inspi-
ration from neighbouring countries. “If you go to
Thailand, you will not see much of the people eat-
ing betel quid anymore, even in the rural areas. If
you go to Malaysia, the same way. 

So why do our people still keep the tradi-
tion?” he asks. Sitting behind the wheel of his
taxi, Myo Min Htaike says he is more than aware
of the health risks, but after 12 years sees no
prospect of quitting. “I’m afraid (of suffering
health problems),” he admits.  “But I can’t live
without it.” — AFP

Alarm sounded over 

Myanmar’s betel habit
Areca nut causes mouth-related cancers 

NAYPYIDAW: This photo taken on July 12, 2015 shows betel sellers preparing ‘kun ja’ at their
shop near Naypyidaw in Myanmar. Kun ja is an enormously popular stimulant chewed
throughout Myanmar. But it comes with a long list of serious health downsides including
addiction, deeply stained gums and a high risk of mouth cancer. The small parcels of tobacco,
areca nuts, slaked lime and optional spices, wrapped in the vivid green leaves of the betel
plant, are ubiquitous across the former junta-run nation. — AFP 

LONDON: In this undated image made available by Imperial College in London of
Katie Bayfield, a respiratory physiologist and part of the research team at Imperial
College London, demonstrates how patients receive gene therapy by inhaling from a
nebuliser in the Clinical Research Facility at London’s Royal Brompton Hospital.
Doctors who gave children with cystic fibrosis a replacement copy of a defective
gene say it appeared to slow the expected decline of some patients’ lungs, but called
the results “modest” and say there must be major improvements before offering the
treatment more widely. — AP

PARIS: Two inexpensive classes of drugs avail-
able in generic form each reduce the recur-
rence of breast cancer in post-menopausal
women as well as death rates from the disease,
a pair of studies reported Friday. Taking the
medications together may further boost anti-
cancer benefits and help cancel out undesir-
able side-effects of one of the drugs, according
to the research published in medical journal
The Lancet.  The first “meta-study” pulling
together data from nine trials covering 30,000
post-menopausal women found endocrine
treatments based on a class of drugs called aro-
matase inhibitors yield higher survival rates
after five years compared to standard
endocrine therapy with tamoxifen.  The likeli-
hood of cancer recurring was cut by about a
third and the risk of dying by about 15 percent
in the decade after treatment started.
Compared to no treatment at all, the danger of
dying from breast cancer fell by 40 percent, the
study found.

Most women have already passed through
menopause when breast cancer strikes. Even
after surgery has removed all detectable traces,
tiny amounts of the body’s own hormones can
cause cancer cells to grow.  Endocrine thera-
pies are designed to impede these hormones
from stimulating the disease, and so help pro-
tect against relapse.  “But aromatase inhibitor
treatment is not free of side-effects and it’s
important to ensure that women” who suffer
them are “supported”, said the study’s lead
author, Mitch Dowsett of The Institute of
Cancer Research in London.

The second meta-study, which scanned the

results of 26 trials involving another 20,000
women, showed that another class of drugs
called bisphosphonates-usually taken to treat
osteoporosis, a bone-weakening condition that
becomes more common with age-also signifi-
cantly boosted survival when taken for at least
two years. When breast cancer spreads, bone is
its favoured destination. Tumour cells released
from the primary breast cancer can remain dor-
mant in bones for years before moving to other
parts of the body.

Bisphosphonates make the bones a less
hospitable environment for the cancer cells
and so reduce the risk of cancer recurring. The
beneficial effect were found to be far more pro-
nounced in post-menopausal women, regard-
less of the treatment duration, the size of the
tumour or whether the cancer had spread to
lymph nodes. The therapy did not, however,
reduce the risk of new cancers developing in
the opposite breast.

“These simple, well-tolerated treatments
should now be considered for routine use” in
women with natural or medically induced
menopause, lead author Robert Coleman
from the University of Sheffield said in a state-
ment.  Some two-thirds of all women with
breast cancer are post-menopausal with hor-
mone-sensitive tumours, so could potentially
benefit from both drugs, the researchers con-
clude. “The drugs are complementary,” noted
Oxford University’s Richard Gray, lead statisti-
cian for the studies. “The main side effect of
aromatase inhibitors is an increase in bone
loss and fractures, while bisphosphonates
reduce bone loss.”— AFP

Generic drugs reduce 

breast cancer deaths
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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) announced yester-
day the names of the three students

who have been awarded the GUST
Postgraduate Scholarship by the university to
pursue their masters and doctoral degrees in
the United States.  This scholarship is the only
one of its kind offered by a private university
in Kuwait. 

The three scholarship recipients
Mohammad Al Muraikhi, a Finance major who
will continue his studies at George
Washington University; Buthainah Al Refaie, a
Journalism major who will continue her stud-
ies at Boston University; and Esra Hussain, an
English Literature major, who will be continu-
ing her studies at the City College of New York
plan to start their Master’s degrees in the
upcoming Fall semester.

Professor Donald Bates, GUST President,
said: “Our University believes in supporting
everyone, especially those who display excep-
tional signs of potential.  The aim of the schol-
arship is to extend an opportunity to out-
standing students to continue their education
at a higher level, and return to GUST to teach
and help create a positive impact. I am
extremely proud of the three who have been
accepted, and I wish them the very best of
luck.”

In order to qualify for the scholarship,
applicants must be Kuwaiti citizens, with
undergraduate degrees from GUST, and a
minimum GPA of 3.30.  They need to have a
high standard of English and be able to meet
all academic, entrance and other require-
ments of the universities concerned.
Applicants must not be older than 25 years
of age, and must complete their studies

within a specified timeframe on a full time
basis.  Additionally, recipients are required to
return to teach at GUST for a pre-specified
time period.

“I have [recently] discovered an interest

in an academic career. It began with a
desire to have a deeper understanding of
finance, and the realization that I wouldn’t
feel fulfilled in the types of positions avail-
able to those with a BS in Finance,” said
Mohammed Al Muraikhi, GUST 2015

Graduate and Scholarship Recipient.
Al Muraikhi will be joining one of the most

prestigious research and private universities
in the Northeast, George Washington
Univerisyt. “[G]etting a Master’s and PhD is

the only way to pursue a career in academia
and research. During my time abroad, I hope
to make a significant contribution to research
in the field of finance, and fully take advan-
tage of all opportunities available to me,” Al
Muraikhi said.

Excited about the opportunities awaiting
her in Boston, Buthainah Al Refaie, GUST
2013 Graduate and Scholarship Recipient,
said: “I am definitely looking forward to
debating with a western audience about the

controversial topics and concepts of the east.
The ultimate goal of my education is social
reform. I aim to be a part of Kuwait’s reforma-
tion, inclusive of improving the quality of life
of minority groups like women, children and
expat laborers.”

“GUST is one of the rare universities in
Kuwait that provides its students with the
best educational environment.In other
words, I had the opportunity to study with
the best professors who were all very profes-
sional, supportive, and hardworking.  After
reading about the GUST postgraduate schol-
arship, I feltit was like a dream coming true,”
said Esraa Hussain, GUST 2013 Graduate and
Scholarship Recipient. 

In addition to the scholarship, GUST will
also offer its students a stipend equivalent to
a teaching assistant’s salary,as well as other
various benefits depending on the specific
needs of the candidate.  These benefits
include basic medical insurance for the dura-
tion of the study period, annual support for
educational supplies and materials and an
annual round trip ticket.

“I couldn’t ask for a better scholarship,
since I’m a GUST graduate and the university
has always been a second home to me.
What’s more, I’ve always imagined myself
being a teacher. I want to help other scholars
get the best education possible tohelp make
the world a better place,” Hussain said.

Since 2012, three students have been sent
abroad as part of this scholarship. Ghada
Alabdulaly and Hessa Al Meshaal were suc-
cessful candidates who pursued Master’s
degrees in Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESOL) in the United Kingdom.
Both have since returned to GUST and now
teach TESOL as part of the university’s
Foundation Program Unit.  The third student,
Badriyah Al Hussaini, was sent to study
Accounting at the University of Southern
California where she is currently enrolled in
their PhD program.

Awardees of GUST Postgraduate Scholarship announced

For breaking the summer heat, Kuwait
Continental Hotels group prepared a
surprise of great promotional offers

for their prestigious guests. The General
Manager of the Hotels Group, Kamal
Hussein announced the summer offers

which include complimentary breakfast
and dinner buffets with free facilities such
as free transfer from / to airport, shuttle
services to and from shopping centers,
internet and business center facilities, and
Hookah, pool and health clubs.

The Hotel has tied up with Aqua Park
and Future Kids for free tickets for its
guests. The Hotel also offers free use of
Meeting Room & Health Club for the
guests during their stay at hotel. The
Hotel has made arrangements with many

well-knownh companies such as Jovial
Watch co, Ajmal Perfumes, Al-Mulla
Renting Car Co, Qortuba Furniture, Al
Hazeem Co, Al Misk international Mill &
roaster, Lamode International ladies
Saloon and Continental Men Saloon for

fabulous discounts and special offers to
its guests.  As usual, Kuwait Continental
Hotel held a party to all the participants
as a thanks to the companies and honor-
ing them for participating in the Summer
Offer 2015.  

Breaking summer heat with Kuwait Continental Hotel’s cold promotional offers

By Faten Omar 

Brilliant Lab (BL) held a press
conference yesterday at
Holiday Inn, for the launch

of its competition ‘Brilliant entre-
preneur challenge’. The competi-
tion is a collaboration between
the US Embassy and startup
accelerator Brilliant Lab. The com-
petition will select three young
entrepreneurs from Kuwait to
compete in the South Summit
Startup Competition in Spain in
October, and will be sponsored by
the US Embassy in Kuwait.

During his speech, Neda Al-
Dehani, Brilliant Lab Managing
Director, said  “We received 19
projects for the competition, and
now they all competing on the 3
places that will go to South
Summit Startup Competition in
Madrid. Spain Startup organizes

one of the leading startup confer-
ences in the South of Europe
where the best talent from the
Mediterranean and Latin America
meet the leading investors and
most innovative companies from
around the world.”

“When Ambassador of the
United States of America Douglas
A Silliman arrived here last August
he gave the embassy one clear
priority and that was to bring the
best of America to Kuwait, and
that we are planning to do just
that with ‘Brilliant Lab’. Mark
Bosse, Acting Public Affairs
Officer, said.

Bosse added that the embassy
is undertaking a lot of similar
entrepreneur initiatives to sup-
port the entrepreneur’s hopes
and dreams in Kuwait. “President
Barack Obama was in Nairobi this
week and said that entrepreneur-

ship breakdowns the stereotypes
between cultures and people.
And I can too say to the partici-
pants that this is your opportunity
to represent your country and
breakdown stereotypes” He said.

About the competition
Al-Dehani pointed out that the

presentation should be five min-
utes and seven slides maximum.
The project will be accepted if it is
in English, and has knowledge of
the market, the business model,
financial features for the business
and scalability of the business,
clarity of the presentation and the
presenter has good presentation
skills.

The workshop of the competi-
tion started on yesterday with
business people and startup men-
tors to guide the entrepreneur of
how to prepare your A+ Pitch. The

final pitching will be on
Wednesday at 6 pm in Holiday Inn.

Brilliant Lab is the first-start-up
accelerator in Kuwait which main-
ly focuses on mentoring potential
entrepreneurs in ME and the Gulf
Area by bringing them together
under a fast-track mentoring pro-
gram in order to help them trans-
form their ambitious ideas into
international standard start-up
business plans so they can be
able to pitch their ideas in front of
a professional jury and investors.

BL was founded in 2010 by
Kuwaiti IE Business school alumni,
Neda Aldihany, with his 8 years of
experience in managing different
projects in the Education and
Energy sectors in both Kuwait and
Qatar. BL aims at making potential
entrepreneurs aware that oil rev-
enues are insufficient to be the
only source of income.

Brilliant Entrepreneur Challenge

FOCC (Friends of CRY Club) is
proud to announce the calendar
for the upcoming events for the

year 2015-16. CRYchess: Nov 13, 2015;
CRYwalk (Abassiya) Nov 27, 2015;
CRYwalk (Mahboula) Dec 18, 2015;
CRYwalk (Salmiya) Jan 22, 2016;
CRYcket Apr 08, 2016. All the events

take place on Friday. Notices and press
releases will be issued approximately
one month in advance. But don’t wait!
Get yourselves in gear, right away. For
more information and inquiries contact
the following numbers -  99364073,
99578073, 66810338, 97990162,
66204295.

FOCC Calendar 2015-16

Learn and practice the art of reciting the Quran (tajweed). The instructor will also
answer questions related to the meaning of the Arabic words and verses.

Every Sunday and Tuesday at 10 - 11:30 am
Every Monday at 5 - 6:30 pm
Common Teachings: the Bible and Quran
After a discussion of authorship, revelation period, and authenticity, text from the

primary sources in Christianity and Islam will be compared to uncover a multitude of
similarities and one major difference.

Thursday, August 6 @ 7pm

Tajweed and Recitation
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Ingredients 
For the roasted sesame sweet pota-

toes
2 small sweet potatoes, peeled and

cut into small cubes
2 teaspoons sesame oil, divided
1/4 teaspoon chili powder
Dash cayenne pepper
Salt and ground black pepper
1 teaspoon sesame seeds

For the bibimbap bowls
1 tablespoon sesame oil
3 1/2 cups warm cooked millet

(about 1 cup dry millet)
4 small red radishes, thinly sliced
1 cup packed chopped kale
1 peach, pitted and thinly sliced
1 cup pea shoots
4 teaspoons lime juice, divided
2 teaspoons neutral oil (such as

grapeseed or canola)
4 eggs, room temperature
2 cups vegetable broth, hot
1 avocado, pitted, peeled and thinly

sliced
Heat the oven to 400 F

Preparation 
To make the sweet potatoes, on a

rimmed baking sheet, toss the sweet

potatoes with 1 teaspoon of the
sesame oil, the chili powder, cayenne,
salt and pepper. Roast for 20 to 25 min-
utes. Toss with the remaining sesame
oil and sesame seeds.  Meanwhile, pre-
pare remaining components. Next, in a
medium cast-iron skillet over medium,
heat the 1 tablespoon of sesame oil.
Add the cooked millet and pat down
evenly. Cook for 10 to 15 minutes, or
until the millet has formed a crispy lay-
er on the bottom. Remove from the
heat. In separate small bowls, toss the
radishes, kale, peach slices and pea
shoots each with 1 teaspoon of lime
juice. Set aside. Heat 2 large skillets
over low heat. Add 1 teaspoon of neu-
tral oil to each pan and heat for 1
minute. Gently crack 2 eggs into each
pan so that they are not touching.
Cook for 3 to 5 minutes, or until the
whites are set but the yolks are still
runny. To assemble, divide broth
among 4 serving bowls, then add a
quarter of the millet to each. Top each
serving with a quarter of each of the
following: kimchee, roasted sesame
sweet potatoes, radishes, kale, peach
slices, pea shoots, fried eggs and avo-
cado. Serve with peach gochujang
sauce on the side. —AP 

Ingredients 
1/2 large head cauliflower, cored and cut

into very small florets
8 baby bella or button mushrooms,

sliced
2 teaspoons olive oil
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon ground cumin
Salt and ground black pepper
1/4 cup cider vinegar

1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 teaspoon sugar
1/2 small head red cabbage, finely

chopped
1/2 red onion, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon nutritional yeast (optional)
Six 8- to 10-inch whole-grain tortillas
1/2 cup purchased tomatillo salsa (or any

favorite salsa)
1 small avocado, pitted, peeled and cubed

1/4 cup plain Greek yogurt

Preparation 
Heat the oven to 400 F. Line a baking

sheet with kitchen parchment or foil, then
mist with cooking spray. In a medium bowl,
toss the cauliflower florets, mushrooms,
olive oil, garlic powder, cumin and a hefty
pinch each of salt and pepper. Arrange in an
even layer on the prepared baking sheet

and roast until the cauliflower is golden
brown and the mushrooms are cooked but
not dry, 15 to 20 minutes. Meanwhile, in a
medium bowl, use a fork to mix together
the vinegar, red pepper flakes, 1 teaspoon
of salt and the sugar until the salt and sugar
are dissolved. Toss in the cabbage and
onion, mixing to coat, then set aside.

Once the cauliflower and mushrooms are
cooked, remove from the oven. Sprinkle the

yeast flakes over the veggies (if using) and
toss. If not using, give them another sprin-
kle of salt. Place the tortillas between 2
damp paper towels and microwave for 15
seconds to make them pliable. Divide the
vegetables among the tortillas and top each
with a sixth each of the pickled cabbage
and onion, the salsa, avocado and Greek
yogurt. Roll up into burritos, leaving one
end open.

Cheesy Veggie Burritos

Cheesy Veggie burritos.

Ingredients
3 tablespoons gochujang
3 tablespoons rice vinegar or cider vinegar
2 tablespoons low-sodium soy sauce
12 boneless, skinless chicken thighs
1 cup cherry or grape tomatoes, quartered
1/2 cup crumbled feta cheese

1/4 cup chopped fresh mint
1/2 lemon
Ground black pepper
Flatbread (optional)

Preparation 
In a large zip-close plastic bag, combine the gochujang,

vinegar and soy sauce. Mix and mash until well combined,
then add the chicken. Seal the bag, then overturn several
times, or until all of the chicken is well coated with the
marinade. Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes, or up to 4
hours.

When ready to cook, heat the grill to medium-high. Just
before cooking, use an oil-soaked paper towel held with

tongs to coat the grates.
Remove the chicken from the marinade and grill for 3 to

4 minutes per side, or until the chicken reaches 165 F at the
thickest part. Transfer the chicken to a platter. Top the
chicken with the tomatoes, then sprinkle the feta and mint
over them. Squeeze the juice of the lemon over everything,
then season with pepper. Serve with flatbread, if desired.

Grilled Gochujang Chicken Thighs with Feta And Fresh Mint

Grilled gochujang chicken thighs with feta and fresh mint

Crispy Millet Bibimap Bowls

Crispy millet bibimbap, roasted sesame sweet potatoes



00:10 Eastenders
00:40 Call The Midwife
01:35 Spies Of Warsaw
02:20 Spies Of Warsaw
03:10 Him & Her
03:40 My Family
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Charlie And Lola
05:35 Show Me Show Me
05:55 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
06:10 The Green Balloon Club
06:35 Show Me Show Me
06:55 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
07:10 The Weakest Link
08:00 Come Fly With Me
08:30 Doctors
09:00 Eastenders
09:30 Call The Midwife
10:25 The World Of Stonehenge
11:15 The Weakest Link
12:00 As Time Goes By
12:35 Come Fly With Me
13:05 Call The Midwife
13:55 The World Of Stonehenge
14:50 As Time Goes By
15:20 Come Fly With Me
15:50 Doctors
16:20 Eastenders
16:50 The Weakest Link
17:35 As Time Goes By
18:05 Call The Midwife
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:00 The Room At The Top
20:55 David Copperfield
21:45 Friday Night Dinner
22:10 The Office
22:40 Starlings
23:25 The Weakest Link
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NEED FOR SPEED ON OSN MOVIES HD

ENDERʼS GAME ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

00:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
01:00 Bargain Hunt
01:45 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
03:05 DIY SOS: The Big Build
04:00 MasterChef
04:55 MasterChef
05:50 The Hairy Bikersʼ Mississippi
Adventure
06:35 Come Dine With Me
07:00 Antiques Roadshow
07:55 MasterChef
08:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
10:10 Antiques Roadshow
11:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
11:35 Masterchef: The
Professionals
12:30 Antiques Roadshow
13:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
14:45 MasterChef
15:40 Bargain Hunt
16:25 Antiques Roadshow
17:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
18:10 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
18:15 Antiques Roadshow
19:10 Masterchef: The
Professionals
20:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
21:20 Antiques Roadshow
22:15 MasterChef
23:10 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials

00:20 Fast Nʼ Loud
01:10 Ice Cold Gold
02:00 Ice Cold Gold
02:50 Yukon Men
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Game Of Pawns
05:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Siberian Cut
06:50 Bike Battles
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 Game Of Pawns
09:45 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Ice Cold Gold
11:25 Ice Cold Gold
12:15 Yukon Men
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Game Of Pawns
14:20 Siberian Cut
15:10 Wheeler Dealers
16:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
16:50 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 Walking The Nile
19:20 Dual Survival
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 Game Of Pawns
21:00 Walking The Nile
21:50 Dual Survival
22:40 Asphalt Cowboys
23:30 Street Outlaws

00:00 The Grace Helbig Show
00:30 The Soup
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20 E! News
03:15 Escape Club
04:10 E!ES
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News
13:05 House Of DVF
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Giuliana & Bill
18:00 Fashion Bloggers
18:30 Fashion Bloggers
19:00 E!ES
20:00 New Money
20:30 New Money
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Food Court Wars
02:00 Mystery Diners
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guyʼs Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandmaʼs Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
22:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

03:25 Coronation Street
03:50 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
04:20 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
08:00 Ginoʼs Italian Escape
08:25 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
08:50 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
09:20 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Doc Martin
17:25 Breathless
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Doc Martin
21:25 Breathless
22:20 Coronation Street

00:00 Bid & Destroy
01:00 Banged Up Abroad
02:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
03:00 Wild Florida
04:00 Hard Time
05:00 Building Wild
07:00 The Living Edens
08:00 Bid & Destroy
08:30 Bid & Destroy
09:00 Banged Up Abroad
10:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
11:00 Human Lampshade: A
Holocaust Mystery
12:00 Blowdown
13:00 80s: The Decade That Made
Us
14:00 Mega Factories
15:00 Inside
16:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
17:00 Dead End Express
18:00 Breakout
19:00 Inside
20:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
21:00 Dead End Express
22:00 Breakout
23:00 Human Lampshade: A
Holocaust Mystery

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 Last Week Tonight With John
Oliver
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 Cougar Town
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 About A Boy
10:00 The Mindy Project
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:30 Community
14:00 Cougar Town
14:30 About A Boy
15:00 The Mindy Project
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 Cougar Town
19:00 Wilfred
19:30 The Mindy Project
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

21:00 The Flash
22:00 The Americans
23:00 Defiance

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street

01:00 Graceland
02:00 True Detective
03:00 Defiance
04:00 Suits
05:00 Criminal Minds
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 Suits
11:00 Graceland
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Criminal Minds
20:00 State Of Affairs

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
23:00 The Voice

00:00 Shaolin
02:15 Patrick
04:00 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
06:00 Alien Origin
08:00 47 Ronin
10:00 Shadow Conspiracy
12:00 Shaolin
14:15 The Wolverine
16:30 47 Ronin
18:30 Tactical Force
20:15 Enderʼs Game
22:00 Fatal Instinct

08:05 Little People Big World:
Holiday Surprise
08:55 Sister Wives
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Curvy Brides
12:15 Curvy Brides
12:40 Cake Boss
13:05 Cake Boss
13:30 Oprah Prime
14:20 Oprahʼs Master Class
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
17:40 Say Yes To The Dress
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Say Yes To The Dress: The
Big Day
19:20 Something Borrowed,
Something New
19:45 Something Borrowed,
Something New
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 My Strange Addiction
21:50 Weighing Up The Enemy
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 My Weight Is Killing Me

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:11 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama World Tour
10:45 Total Drama World Tour
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go!
12:27 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: All Stars
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 The Next Step
17:25 Liv And Maddie
17:50 I Didnʼt Do It
18:15 Mako Mermaids
18:40 Liv And Maddie
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

00:15 Patrick-PG15
02:00 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit-
PG15
04:00 Alien Origin-PG15
06:00 47 Ronin-PG15
08:00 Shadow Conspiracy-PG15
10:00 Shaolin-PG15
12:15 The Wolverine-PG15
14:30 47 Ronin-PG15
16:30 Tactical Force-PG15
18:15 Enderʼs Game-PG15
20:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
22:00 Kite-PG15

00:00 Without Men
02:00 Streetdance: All Stars
04:00 Stand Up Guys
06:00 HairBrained
08:00 Captain Ron
10:00 Streetdance: All Stars
12:00 The Way Way Back
14:00 Catch That Kid
16:00 Captain Ron
18:00 Surviving Christmas
20:00 That Awkward Moment
22:00 Wedding Crashers

01:30 Philomena-PG15
03:15 Fruitvale Station-PG15
05:00 The Bag Man-PG15
07:00 Romeo & Juliet-PG15
09:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
11:00 The Bag Man-PG15
13:00 Zulu-PG15
15:00 The Last Days On Mars-
PG15
17:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
19:00 Paranoia-PG15
21:00 Blood-PG15
23:00 Horns-18

01:15 Saturday Night Fever
03:15 Maladies
05:00 Calvary
06:45 All Is Lost
08:30 Nebraska
10:30 The Great Gatsby
13:00 Metallica: Through The
Never
15:00 Corpse Bride
17:00 Nebraska
19:00 Hateship Loveship
21:00 Next Goal Wins

01:15 Anna Nicole-PG15
03:00 House Of Versace-PG15
05:00 The Book Thief-PG15
07:15 Alexander And The Terrible...
Very Bad Day-PG15
09:00 The Giver-PG15
11:00 Tinker Bell And The Pirate
Fairy-FAM
13:00 Song For Marion-PG15
15:00 How To Train Your Dragon 2
17:00 The Giver-PG15
18:45 Need For Speed-PG15
21:00 Veronica Mars-PG15
23:00 Carrie-18

01:15 Niko 2: Little Brother, Big
Trouble
02:45 The Secret Of NIMH
04:15 Oggy & The Cockroaches:
The Movie
06:00 Little Gobie
08:00 Jelly T
10:00 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
11:30 The Elf Who Stole Christmas
13:00 The Secret Of NIMH
14:30 Unstable Fables: Tortoise vs.
Hare
16:00 Blackie And Kanuto
18:00 Moomins And The Comet
Chase

19:00 NRL Full Time
20:00 European Senior Tour
Highlights
21:00 Challenge Series Golf
Highlights
22:30 PGA Tour Highlights
23:30 AFL Premiership Highlights 

01:00 The Rugby Championship
Highlights 
03:00 Live WWE Raw
07:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
08:00 NRL Premiership 
10:00 Golfing World
11:00 PGA Tour Highlights
12:00 PGA European Tour
Highlights

12:00 1st ODI H/L : BAN v SA
13:00 2nd ODI H/L : BAN v SA
14:00 3rd ODI H/L : BAN v SA
15:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29
15:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: Semi Final 1
16:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: Semi Final 2
17:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: Final 

00:00 American Restoration
01:00 Pawn Stars
02:00 American Pickers
03:00 American Restoration
03:30 American Restoration
04:00 Shipping Wars
04:30 Shipping Wars
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Mountain Men
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Duck Dynasty
09:30 Duck Dynasty
10:00 Ice Road Truckers
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars
16:30 Pawn Stars
17:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
20:00 Duck Dynasty
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars
22:00 Storage Wars Texas
22:30 Storage Wars Texas
23:00 Barryʼd Treasure
23:30 Barryʼd Treasure

00:45 Strange Love
01:10 Strange Love
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 My Weight Is Killing Me
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
03:40 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:05 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss
06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Say Yes To The Dress 

00:00 Appleseed: Alpha-PG15
02:00 The Internship-PG15
04:00 In A World...-PG15
05:45 Captain Phillips-PG15
08:00 When The Game Stands
Tall-PG15
10:00 Quartet-PG15
12:00 Frozen-PG
14:00 Europa Report-PG15
16:00 When The Game Stands
Tall-PG15
18:00 Brick Mansions-PG15
20:00 Snowpiercer-PG15
22:00 Nightingale-PG15

07:00 Golfing World
10:00 Darts World Match Match
Play

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
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SHARQIA-1
PIXELS 1:00 PM
PIXELS 3:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:30 PM
PIXELS 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:05 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 9:45 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM
WED

SHARQIA-2
MINIONS 12:15 PM
MINIONS 2:15 PM
MINIONS 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 11:30 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 1:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 4:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 8:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:15 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 8:15 PM
NO WED
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:45 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 8:15 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

MUHALAB-2
PIXELS 1:00 PM
NO FRI+MON
PIXELS 12:15 PM
MON
PIXELS 3:15 PM
NO FRI+MON
PIXELS 2:30 PM
FRI+MON
BAAHUBALI - Telugu 4:45 PM
FRI+MON
PIXELS 5:30 PM
NO FRI
POUND OF FLESH 7:45 PM
PIXELS 9:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
MINIONS 12:30 PM
HATCHED 2:45 PM
MINIONS 4:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:30 AM

FANAR-1
POUND OF FLESH 11:45 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 2:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 7:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:45 PM

FANAR-2
PIXELS 1:00 PM
PIXELS 3:30 PM
DARK PLACES 5:45 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 8:00 PM
PIXELS 10:30 PM
PIXELS 12:45 AM

FANAR-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 5:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:45 PM
THE GALLOWS 12:45 AM

FANAR-4
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 PM
MINIONS 2:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 4:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

FANAR-5
PIXELS 11:30 AM
PIXELS 1:45 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:00 PM
DARK PLACES 8:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:15 PM
NO WED
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:15 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN 10:15 PM
WED

ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

MARINA-1
POUND OF FLESH 12:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 2:30 PM
DARK PLACES 4:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 6:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 8:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
MINIONS 1:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:15 PM
NO MON
Special Show  “MINIONS” 5:15 PM
MON
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:15 AM

MARINA-3
PIXELS 11:30 AM
PIXELS 1:30 PM
HATCHED 3:45 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 5:30 PM
PIXELS 8:00 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 10:15 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:30 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN -3D 8:00 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 10:30 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
WED

AVENUES-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 AM
MINIONS 2:00 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
MINIONS 8:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 10:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:00 PM
HATCHED 3:00 PM
HATCHED 5:00 PM
HATCHED 7:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 1:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 3:15 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 5:30 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 7:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:00 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12:15 AM

AVENUES-4
PIXELS 12:30 PM
PIXELS 2:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 5:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:45 PM

AVENUES-5
TERMINATOR GENISYS 11:30 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 2:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 4:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:45 PM
A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 10:00 PM
NO WED
PIXELS 12:15 AM
NO WED
ANT-MAN -3D 10:00 PM
WED
ANT-MAN 12:30 AM
WED

AVENUES-6
PIXELS -3D 11:45 AM
PIXELS 2:00 PM
PIXELS 4:15 PM
PIXELS -3D 6:30 PM
PIXELS 8:45 PM
PIXELS -3D 11:00 PM
PIXELS 1:15 AM

AVENUES-7
THE GALLOWS 12:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 2:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 5:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 8:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD -Kuwaiti Film 11:15 PM

AVENUES-8
DARK PLACES 12:15 PM
DARK PLACES 2:30 PM
THE GALLOWS 4:45 PM
DARK PLACES 7:00 PM
DARK PLACES 9:15 PM
DARK PLACES 11:30 PM

AVENUES-9
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 3:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
NO WED
POUND OF FLESH 12:05 AM
NO WED

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:30
Shorook 05:01
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:29
Maghrib: 18:47
Isha: 20:16

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Tuesday 28/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
BBC 143 Dhaka 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JAD 301 Amman 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 118 New York 03:30
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5580 TZX 05:05
THY 6376 Istanbul 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 07:20
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 334 Trivandrum 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
MEA 406 Beirut 09:35
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRA 675 Lar 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
OMA 641 Muscat 11:50
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
IZG 4171 Shiraz 13:30
KAC 514 Tehran 13:45
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:30
KAC 178 Vienna 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
PIA 239 Sialkot 22:35
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Tuesday 28/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
PIA 206 Lahore 00:40
KLM 411 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
KAC 177 Vienna 01:20
JAD 302 Amman 01:30
DLH 635 Frankfurt 01:35
BBC 144 Chittagong/Dhaka 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
THY 6376 Dubai/Istanbul 06:35
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
KKK 6506 Istanbul 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
KAC 513 Tehran 09:15
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
GBB 4763 Sarajevo 10:05
MEA 407 Beirut 10:35
IRA 674 Lar 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
OMA 642 Muscat 13:15
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
IZG 4172 Shiraz 14:30
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:55
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
DLH 636 Dammam 21:00
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
THY 5581 Bursa 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
KAC 203 Lahore 23:10
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
PIA 240 Sialkot 23:35
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50

KNCC PROGRAMME 
FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY

(23/07/2015 TO 29/07/2015)

CHANGE OF NAME

Mohammad Rafi (old
name) holder of Indian
Passport No: M6713974,
R/o No: 2: Mamandur, Via
Renigunta (Mandalam),
Chittoor Dist. A.P. (Andhra
Pradesh) changed my name
to Sayed Mohammad Rafi. 
(C 5011)
22-7-2015



TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2015

You’re on a roll, talking up a storm with everyone you meet. Your enthusiasm is
stimulated by your lofty visions of the future as the fiery Sagittarius Moon inspires
you to aim for the stars. Unfortunately, you could easily overextend your reach, lose
your balance and fall off your unicorn. It’s not easy to gain mastery of your own
energy when you’re so passionate about life, but it’s certainly worth the effort. It’s
amazing what magic you can create with a little fairy dust and the right attitude.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your future seems too uncertain for your liking, and you’re willing to take drastic
measures to put your life back on stable ground. You may attempt to plan your day
in great detail because you prefer to know exactly where you are going.
Unfortunately, the lines on the map keep shifting today, making it impossible to
determine a reliable route. Thankfully, the current ambiguity won’t last long;
explore all the alternatives you can imagine while you have the chance. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Someone’s larger-than-life drama could give you a colossal headache now.
Normally it’s you that’s bouncing off walls, but today the restlessness of others
keeps pulling you off center. You really don’t want to be a buzzkill and spoil every-
one’s fun, but you might try to rein it in so you can redefine your limits. Don’t worry
if you have to play the role of a parental figure for a while. Once you have re-estab-
lished your routine, you’ll quickly return to your old ways and be the life of the par-
ty once again. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

A total stranger may enter your life with a get-rich-quick scheme or a magic love
potion, but if it sounds too good to be true, it most likely is. Whatever you do now,
don’t fall for blind optimism or naive idealism when it comes to money or love.
Ironically, big ideas might inspire others, but you’re more successful if you handle
your life in bite-sized increments today. Paint a detailed picture of your future in
your mind’s eye. Take small steps and walk before you run.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your optimism is a wonderful asset as long as you know when to stop believing
your own hype. Unfortunately, you might be so dazzled by your own brilliance
today that you lose your ability to make sound decisions. However, taking yourself
out of the center of every plot widens your perspective and reveals a whole new
spectrum of possibilities. There are many different kinds of success beyond those
involving material wealth. Your life improves in surprising ways when you realize
you don’t have to turn everything you touch into gold. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You might see the advantages to being left to your own devices today, but you
also desire close companionship. Naturally, you can’t choose to wear your invisibili-
ty cloak if you also want to be noticed on the social scene. But others can be so
wrapped up in their personal dramas that you get dragged along for the ride. If
you make your intentions known right from the start, you won’t get washed away
by someone else’s emotional tide. Remember, you can help out those you love,
but the only one you can truly save is yourself. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may be talking a good game now, but doubt and confusion could be lurking
behind your show of bravado. Even if you’re passionate about a specific goal, you
might not be able to turn your ideas into something practical. Making a concrete
plan work should be simple business but it’s not today because as soon as you get
close to your objective, it loses its sparkle. Although some people believe all roads
lead to Rome, the journey is still more important than your final destination.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You’re setting an admirable example at work these days, but following through
with your inspiration may be trickier than motivating others to join your cause. You
might be tempted to start a project but your thinking is a bit warped now, especial-
ly with respect to your long-term goals. Ultimately, it’s easier to encourage some-
one else today than it is to manifest your own visions. Nevertheless, don’t give up;
be ready to start plowing in the fields of dreams again at a moment’s notice.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

People just don’t seem to understand your motives today. You have an abundance
of great ideas and plenty of energy while the reflective Moon is camping out in
your inspirational sign. In fact, you may be climbing so high in the atmosphere now
that you must fly solo because no one can keep up with you. Stop trying to include
others on your adventure; you’ll soar to greater altitudes than ever before when
you accept that you’re on your own. The sky is the limit if you are brave enough to
go it alone.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You might not put a lot of faith into your intuition as a general rule; you prefer mak-
ing decisions based on the hard cold facts. However, your psychic radar is picking
up on all kinds of warning signals today and it’s advantageous to listen. Obviously,
you can choose to shut down your imagination, ignore your hunches and pay the
price later. Or you can take a risk and remain open to the information you’re receiv-
ing now from beyond your five senses. Sometimes, the unconventional approach
is actually the most sensible one. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Utilizing your creativity in the workplace may be necessary for your personal fulfill-
ment today. You have the good fortune to be able to daydream in vivid colors and
wrap-around sound. But your penchant for fantasy only gets in the way of success
now unless you can turn your liability into a valuable asset by transforming your
regular routine into an exciting game. If you love your job, you’ll never work a day
in your life. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Normally your associates lean on you because even if you are an out-of-the-box
thinker, your conclusions are usually quite rational. However, you might waffle on
an investment today because you’re not thinking clearly, especially when it comes
to your finances. Don’t allow your mind to wander too far, but keep your thoughts
to yourself if you do drift off track. Illusory Neptune’s presence in your 2nd House of
Personal Resources clouds your logic so save the fiscal planning for another day.
Remember your priorities; don’t let money come between you and your friends.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 974

ACROSS
1. A fatal disease of cattle that affects the central
nervous system.
4. Web-footed diving seabirds of northern seas.
11. A flat-bottomed volcanic crater that was
formed by an explosion.
15. Informal abbreviation of `representative'.
16. Align anew or better.
17. A small island.
18. A river in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.
19. A slab of stone or wood suitable for bearing an
inscription.
20. A city of central China.
21. Soviet ambassador to the United States and to
the United Nations (1909-1989).
23. A woolen cap of Scottish origin.
25. Soft white semisolid fat obtained by rendering
the fatty tissue of the hog v 1.
26. Informal terms for a mother.
27. A unit of information equal to one million
(1,048,576) bytes.
29. God of love and erotic desire.
31. A substance produced by the hypothalamus
that is capable of accelerating the secretion of a
given hormone by the anterior pituitary gland.
33. Tropical American trees with palmately com-
pound leaves and showy bell-shaped flowers.
35. The batting turn of a cricket player or team.
39. A sensation (as of a cold breeze or bright light)
that precedes the onset of certain disorders such
as a migraine attack or epileptic seizure.
41. Someone who drives a taxi for a living.
43. The outermost (and toughest) of the 3
meninges.
44. Sea milkwort.
46. The hair growing on the lower part of a man's
face.
49. A federation of North American industrial
unions that merged with the American Federation
of Labor in 1955.
50. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac
insects.
51. A soft silver-white ductile metallic element (liq-
uid at normal temperatures).
53. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes
readily.
54. A city in western Germany near the Dutch and
Belgian borders.
56. Personal state of isolation and anxiety resulting
from a lack of social control and regulation.
58. The square of a body of any size of type.
59. Distance measured in miles.
60. An ancient Assyrian city on the River Tigris
across from the modern city of Mosul in the north-
ern part of what is now known a Iraq.
63. A potent estrogen used in medicine and in
feed for livestock and poultry.
65. A town and port in northwestern Israel in the
eastern Mediterranean.
69. A native or inhabitant of ancient Etruria.
73. Dyed with henna.
76. The cry made by sheep.
77. The levorotatory form of dopa (trade names
Bendopa and Brocadopa and Larodopa).
79. A master's degree in business.
80. (Roman mythology) Goddess of abundance
and fertility.
81. Filled with the emotional impact of over-
whelming surprise or shock.
82. A decree that prohibits something.
83. (meaning literally `born') Used to indicate the
maiden or family name of a married woman.

84. Testacean rhizopods.
85. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from
aba cloth.

DOWN
1. (informal) Exceptionally good.
2. (used especially of vegetation) Having lost all
moisture.
3. (computer science) A read-only memory chip
that can be erased by ultraviolet light and pro-
grammed again with new data.
4. Showily imitative of art or artists.
5. An accidental hole that allows something (fluid
or light etc.) to enter or escape.
6. Alternatively, a member of the family
Nymphaeaceae.
7. Not in good physical or mental health.
8. Having relatively few calories.
9. A town in southern Turkey.
10. The branch of engineering science that studies
the uses of electricity and the equipment for pow-
er generation and distribution and the control of
machines and communication.
11. Lost temporarily.
12. The largest continent with 60% of the earth's
population.
13. (botany) Of or relating to the axil.
14. Tear or be torn violently.
22. A Portuguese province on the south coast of
China and two islands in the South China Sea.
24. An adult male person (as opposed to a
woman).
28. Gibberish resembling the sounds of a baby.
30. A hard brittle gray polyvalent metallic element
that resembles iron but is not magnetic.
32. A family of languages of the Fula people of
west Africa in the sub-Sahara regions from Senegal
to Chad.
34. Being nine more than ninety.
36. The back side of the neck.
37. Norwegian composer whose work was often
inspired by Norwegian folk music (1843-1907).
38. A river in eastern France.
40. A device that, on receiving radar signals, trans-
mits coded signals in response to help navigators
determine their position.
42. A signal transmitted along a narrow path.
45. Being four more than ninety.
47. Avatar of Vishnu.
48. A platform raised above the surrounding level
to give prominence to the person on it.
52. The vessel that contains the seeds of a plant
(not the seeds themselves).
55. Free from dirt or impurities.
57. A list of dishes available at a restaurant.
61. A form of whist in which players avoid winning
tricks containing hearts of the queen of spades.
62. (of words) Formed in imitation of a natural
sound.
64. (US) Informal terms for the nose.
66. A Bantu language spoken by the Kamba peo-
ple in Kenya.
67. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.
68. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
70. A long thin piece of cloth or paper as used for
binding or fastening.
71. Tear down so as to make flat with the ground.
72. A thin strip (wood or metal).
74. A fencing sword similar to a foil but with a
heavier blade.
75. A quantity of no importance.
78. A nucleic acid consisting of large molecules
shaped like a double helix.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263



La Havas’ surreal
home invasion

Lianne La Havas says it was “surreal” when Prince took over her flat.
The ‘Lost and Found’ singer became pals with the ‘Purple Rain’
megastar after he spotted her perform in the US and invited her

back to his pad for a jam, but Lianne soon returned the favour when
the star descended on her London home to hold a press conference.
Lianne recalled: “On the day it happened, this guy came round at
about eight in the morning to scout the place out. It was all, ‘Right,
this can be his dressing room, and we can leave our stuff here.’ I had a
meeting that day in west London, and by the time I got back, all the
furniture had been moved.” But when the talented 25-year-old went
to warn her unsuspecting neighbors that pop royalty was on the
way, they gave her a surprising response. Lianne told the Sunday
Times Culture magazine: “I went to tell my neighbours that Prince
was coming to my house, and one of them, this lovely man, went,

‘Who’s that then?’ I had to show him a photograph. “As soon as
Prince arrived, everything was fine. Everyone is terrified of him. In the
dining room they had a sofa and a sound desk and a stage. He walked
in after having a cup of tea and started taking questions. I was standing
there thinking, ‘Okaay.’” 
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l if e s t y l e
G o s s i p

Taylor Swift and Calvin Harris are planning a collaboration. The
couple began dating earlier this year and have now started
working together in the hope they can create a ground-break-

ing hit by combining their distinctive sounds. A source revealed:
“Taylor and Calvin have been speaking about collaborating since
they started dating.”They’ve had a couple of sessions jamming in the
studio and are working with producer Detail. “He was behind a string
of Jay Z and Beyonce tracks including ‘Drunk In Love’.” Although the
collaboration is still in its early stages, Taylor, 25, has already been
recording vocals at a studio in Los Angeles and they are hoping they
will have a song ready to debut at the American Music Awards which
is expected to take place in November. The source told the Daily Star

Sunday newspaper: “Taylor has already been in LA laying down
vocals for one of the tracks which could be premiered at the
American Music Awards later this year. “Musically, Calvin and Taylor
are from different worlds - but they are determined to bring their
styles together.” However, Calvin, 31, has been coy about the idea
recently and said he was unsure if they would be working together
when asked if the pair would be heading into the studio in a recent
interview.

Swift and Harris
planning collaboration 

Lady Gaga joined U2 on stage on
Sunday evening. The band were play-
ing at New York’s Madison Square

Garden when the 29-year-old star joined
them to perform a surprise rendition of
‘Ordinary Love’, which was written in honor
of Nelson Mandela for the soundtrack to
‘Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom’. Hugging
and kissing the star - who sang and played
the piano - frontman Bono said: “It’s your-
self. Her Ladyness, Her Gaganess is here
this evening. That’s a treat.” At the end of
the performance, he added: “Princess,
Queen, one day Woman of New York City,
here with us tonight in Madison Square
Garden. What a delight.” And after the per-
formance, the ‘With or Without You’ hitmak-

ers took to Instagram to praise the singer
once again. Along with a photo of them on
stage, they wrote: “All hail Her Gaganess
@ladygaga#U2ieTour (sic).” Replying to the
message on Twitter, Gaga wrote: “@U2 all
hail You Too (sic).” And an excited fan at the
show wrote on Twitter: “So then...U2 hap-
pened!!!! Who’s that blonde lady? Oh...Lady
Gaga. Amazing amazing night. (sic)” The
‘Do What U Want’ singer isn’t the first
famous face to have been spotted at one of
the band’s recent concerts, with Sir Paul
McCartney, Nile Rodgers, Alicia Keys and
Jon Bon Jovi all attending the group’s
shows.

Lady Gaga joins

U2 on stage

Ora and Brown
tease collaboration 

Rita Ora and Chris Brown have teased their collaboration.  The ‘X Factor’
judge is set to release a new single, ‘Body On Me’ with the American rapper
and both the stars shared a new promotional photo of the pair looking

seductive in casual clothing on their Instagram accounts.  The music duo wrote
alongside the image on Friday. “Coming soon, (body on me) (sic).”  Rita previously
said of working with the ‘Loyal’ hitmaker that she loves him on “different levels”
and that it’s “really nice we finally got together” because “regardless of what’s
happened, the song is just amazing”. She told The Sun newspaper: “I love him on
different levels. I see how he treats his people and he’s a good person with a good
heart and a lovely family. It’s really nice that we finally got together because,
regardless of what’s happened, the song is just amazing.” She added: “Chris Brown
is strong, powerful and someone that is important to me personally and profes-
sionally. The discrimination and all what people think? If you have a great song
then no one cares.” The British star is yet to make a name for herself in the US
music industry and working with the multi-award-winning artist could be set to
be her first big break over the Atlantic.

Delevingne abandons

music career 

Cara Delevingne has abandoned her music career. The 22-
year-old model-turned-actress has given up on her planned
album, admitting she has “no plans” to turn herself into a

singer despite having made no secret of her desire to become a
pop star in the past. She told The Sun newspaper: “Music is some-
thing that helps me escape or relieves some sort of energy I have
pent up somewhere.”I will always do music. Music is my life. But I
have no plans to pursue that at the moment.” The ‘Paper Towns’
actress - who is dating musician St Vincent - showed off her musi-
cal talents back in March when she sang a duet with Pharrell
Williams at the Chanel MÈtiers d’Art presentation in New York and
Chic star Nile Rodgers has since revealed he has collaborated with
the blonde beauty. He said: “I love [Cara], she’s awesome. I would
say she’s a rock chick and a really cool one too. “It’s not helping, it’s
collaborating. When she played me her tracks I was shocked, it’s
cool. “That’s the cool thing about music, you get to be shocked.”
Rumors of Cara’s music career first began back in 2013 when an
insider hinted she would be releasing her first tracks the following
year. A source said at the time: “She loves music, she loves festivals
and she loves singing. Now, she wants to add it to her CV and
actually get herself a pop career. “She is a very busy girl at the
moment, with a couple of movies lined up as well as her model-
ing. Now it looks like things will be kicking off for her musically
next year.”

Robin Thicke taught himself to play the piano to impress a crush.
The 38-year-old singer has admitted he figured out to play
Richard Marx’s ‘Right Here Waiting’ when he was 11-years-old,

because he wanted to be able to serenade a girl he liked. Robin said: “I
had lessons when I was 11. I had like two lessons and didn’t care for it
and wanted to learn how to play these songs that were on the radio
that I really liked. I think the first song I ever taught myself to play was
Richard Marx’s ‘Right Here Waiting’. I had a crush on a girl and that
became our song and I wanted to be able to play it for her. “That’s the
beauty. Anyone can pick up a paintbrush and dip it in paint. There’s no
law against it.” The ‘Blurred Lines’ hitmaker also revealed his parents -
actress and singer Gloria Loring and ‘Growing Pains’ actor Alan Thicke -
were worried about his career, having seen how “hard” the entertain-
ment industry.  However, they changed their minds, when Robin was
asked to write songs for Christina Aguilera’s self-titled debut album and
Pink’s first record ‘Can’t Take Me Home’. Speaking to Hong Kong maga-
zine Prestige, Robin said: “I started making a living when I was 16, so
(my parents) were worried because they know how hard the business is
and how many people promise you the world and then don’t deliver
and then you’re broken hearted. So they were obviously nervous for
me. But once they saw - by the time I was 19, 20 - that I already had a
long list of accomplishments, they started gaining confidence in it.”

Thicke took up music
to impress a crush 

Jurassic World
sequel may have
‘hybrid dinosaurs’

Chris Pratt is confirmed to be returning for ‘Jurassic
World 2’ and the blockbuster is going to take the
dinosaur action out of the theme parks.  Director Colin

Treverrow has confirmed the release date for the sequel will
be June 2018 and teased that the movie will include more
hybrid dinosaurs, like the current film’s Indominus Rex, let
loose in the world with Pratt’s character, Velociraptor expert
Owen Grady, leading the fight to stop them. Treverrow said: “I
feel like the idea that this isn’t always going to be limited to
theme parks, and there are applications for this science that
reach far beyond entertainment.  “Dr Wu says in the film,
when he’s warning Dr. Mesrani, ‘We’re not always going to be
the only ones who can make a dinosaur.’ I think that’s an inter-
esting idea that even if we don’t explore fully in this film,
there is room for this universe to expand.” The movie has
become one of Universal’s biggest grossing of all time bank-
ing over $1.5 billion at the box office so far and Treverrow
wants to expand the military motif of ‘Jurassic World’, which
sees character Vic Hoskins want to weaponise the dinosaurs
for military combat. He told Wired: “When you look back at
nuclear power and how that started, the first instinct was to
weaponise it and later on we found it could be used for ener-
gy.  “I shouldn’t use the word universe, because people will
think we’re making a ‘Jurassic World’ universe. We’re not.”

Nicole Kidman: ‘Life is
tough for young actors’ 

Nicole Kidman thinks it’s harder to be a young actor these
days. The 48-year-old actress, who is married to country
music star Keith Urban, believes it’s a lot harder to be

famous in Hollywood now than it was when she was married to
ex-husband Tom Cruise because of social media. She explained:
“We’re the generation that got to duck all of that. When I was with
Tom, I don’t remember paparazzi sitting outside our house . . . not
like now. This is different.” The Australian beauty formed a close
bond with 25-year-old actress Mia Wasikowska on the film ‘Stoker’
in 2013 and generously offered to help her in any way she could.
She said: “I said, ‘You call me anytime. Anytime you need to ask
something.’ That’s probably my maternal side, but it’s also a
responsibility in the industry. It’s a tough world now. It always was,
but it’s particularly tough now.” But Nicole, who has two daughters
with Keith, and two adopted older children with Tom, has no
regrets about sharing personal details about her life in previous
interviews. She told the August issue of US Vogue magazine: “I’ve
experienced adoption. I’ve experienced birth with a genetic child.
I’ve experienced surrogacy with a genetic child. I speak openly
about it because so many of my friends are discussing it. It’s
important for other women to go, ‘I get it!’” Nicole moved to
Nashville with Keith several years ago and thinks it has impacted
her career because she misses out on “the power of face-to-face”
meetings with producers and directors. But she added: “I can read
here. I can write here. I can hike. I can take my kids to school. I can
live the way I’ve always wanted to live. A life. A real life.”
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Kate Mara says her new movie ‘Fantatsic Four’ is “grounded in reality”.
The 32-year-old actress has joined the cast of the latest addition to
the Marvel franchise, replacing Jessica Alba as Sue Storm - aka The

Invisible Woman - and believes the superheroes are pioneers of good fami-
ly values and are actually down to earth compared to their counterparts.
She said: “It is quite raw and I think it is more grounded in reality than peo-
ple are used to seeing. Usually superheroes operate alone, but the
‘Fantastic Four’ is about family who are at their greatest when working as a
team. I so enjoyed interacting with the others, rather than carrying it on
my own. I just love the three guys (co-stars Jamie Bell, Miles Teller ad

Michael B Jordan who play The Thing, Mr Fantastic and The Human Torch).
“Though sometimes at the end of a 13-hour day of filming, they’d want to
go out, and I’d be like, “I love you guys, but I just don’t want to be with you
anymore!” But the star - whose younger sister is Rooney Mara from ‘The Girl
with The Dragon Tattoo’ - is excited for the film’s reception and has signed
up for more appearances. She told Daily Mail’s You magazine: “When it’s
time to film the next one, I will definitely be ready to play Sue again. I
wouldn’t have signed on if I hadn’t been up for it.”

Kate Mara: Fantastic 
Four is grounded 

Waterhouse is a ‘good

online shopper’ 

Suki Waterhouse is a “good online shopper”. The 23-year-old model
has revealed she prefers buying her clothes online to physical shops
because it stops her from impulse buying, as she can “screen grab”

items to show friends on the messaging app WhatsApp before actually
making her decision. Suki said: “I’m a good online shopper - good as in I
like to do it. It makes me feel calmer - I can get very adrenalin-y in the
shops, whereas online everything’s laid out in front of me, I can look at it,
think about it, come back to it - it stops as silly impulse buys, and then I
can just pop it back.  “I also do a lot of screen grabs and share on
WhatsApps and ask my friends - they mostly say, ‘Er, no, what are you
thinking?’.” The ‘Love, Rosie’ star also confessed she loves shopping online,
as it comes in handy for her busy lifestyle, where she’s constantly on the
road. Speaking to Vogue.com, Suki said: “I can get stuff delivered any-
where. I was on set in Atlanta and got Deepak Chopra’s ‘The Seven
Spiritual Laws of Success’ delivered because I was like. ‘Uh I need it right
now.’ It’s amazing.”

Kourtney Kardashian:
I want joint custody

Kourtney Kardashian wants to share custody with Scott Disick.  The
‘Keeping Up With the Kardashians’ star had been expected to bid for
sole care of Mason, five, Penelope, three, and seven-month-old

Reign following her split from the 32-year-old model, but she is said to be
keen for the children to have a “real, meaningful” relationship with their
dad.  According to TMZ, Kourtney, 36, wants to set in place a formal cus-
tody agreement that will allow both her and Scott to spend a “substantial”
amount of time with the kids. And despite his former girlfriend’s vast for-
tune, Scott hasn’t mentioned seeking child support because he is actually
independently wealthy, thanks to TV shows, club appearances and busi-
ness ventures, as well as a “significant” inheritance. It seems Kourtney has
had a change of heart, as it was previously reported she met with Scott
last week at the Beverly Hill hotel to discuss her decision to file for sole
custody. A source said: “Kourtney met up with Scott to discuss the custody
situation.  “She wanted him to know that she was going to go after full
custody of their children and that she would allow him visitation rights as
long as he is sober during the entire time he spends with the kids. “For the
time being, he is also required to be accompanied by a third party.” The
atmosphere between the pair was said to have been “very, very serious” as
they held their public meeting.

Will Young likes wearing dresses and skirts. The ‘Love Revolution’ singer
has developed a passion for the common female garments and his
favored frock is the “tea dress”, which he says is very “flattering” to his

figure. Will makes the dresses “manly” by accessorizing them with boots and
the right jacket.  He said: “My (fashion) discovery is dresses and skirts.  Men can
occupy a dress and skirt and actually end up looking more masculine. I prom-
ise.  “The catwalks have been awash with them for the past two years. I like to
anchor a tea dress with boots, and I often throw a jacket on top so the look isn’t
so in your face. A tea dress is very flattering for a bloke.  The key is remembering
to keep it manly.” The 36-year-old star - who first found fame on TV talent show
‘Pop Idol’ - has also given his top tips to guys who may want to include skirts
and dresses in their wardrobe but don’t want to compromise their masculinity.
He told Sunday Times Style magazine: “Don’t go for highly feminine colors.
Rummage around vintage shops or just walk into Gap. And Muji is great for
simple styles for the smaller man.  Honestly you wouldn’t believe how free and
manly you feel in a skirt.  I mean, the Scotts wear kilts and you don’t get more
manly that!”

Young wears dresses

Ice-T and wife Coco
Austin expecting their

first child

Ice-T and wife Coco Austin are expecting their first child together.
The 57-year-old rapper - who already has two children, LaTesha,
39, and Ice, 23, from past relationships and two grandchildren - is

set to be a father for the third time as his wife of 14 years is preg-
nant, sources confirmed to E! News. Coco, 36, has previously spoken
of her desire to have a child with the ‘Law & Order: SVU’ star. She
said: “I don’t want to be like those 80-year-old women with no one
around them. “I want to have something I gave birth to early in life
and be like, ‘You can help me out now!’ “ And the blonde beauty has
also admitted she felt “pressure” to have a child of her own. She pre-
viously said: “There’s a lot of peer pressure for me. It’s not just my
family that’s giving it, it’s the world...When the time’s right, I will.” Her
husband added: “At the end of the day, it’s Coco’s call. She puts in the
order and I can do the deed.”  The happy news came shortly after it
was revealed the couple have landed their own daily talk show, ‘Ice
and Coco’, which will premiere on Fox channels on August 3.
Speaking about the show, Ice - whose real name is Tracy Lauren
Marrow - said: “Three words to describe our show would be real,
crazy and funky. This show reflects our life. It will be hip, pop culture,
fashion, everything.”

Caitlyn Jenner was applauded by celebrities and fans as
the first episode of ‘I am Cait’ aired last night. The for-
mer Olympian - who was known as Bruce before her

transition - was flooded with praise as viewers got to see the
first days of her new life for the first time. Lil Kim gushed: “you
and your story are beautiful #IAmCait (sic)” Former ‘Girls Next
Door’ star Holly Madison wrote: “Only 5 minutes in, but
#IamCait is already so addicting!” Vlogger and author Connor
Franta penned: “I Am Cait was so interesting & informative!
Televising her story cannot be easy so i feel nothing short of
fortunate to follow the journey.(Sic)” In the episode, Caitlyn’s
new persona attracted praise from her children and stepchil-
dren, with the family delighted by her infamous cover shoot
for Vanity Fair magazine, in which she revealed her female
self for the first time. Stepson Rob Kardashian called her to
say: “Your cover looks amazing”, prompting Caitlyn to exclaim
with a wide grin “isn’t that rockin?” Later, Kim Kardashian
West exclaimed: “You didn’t tell me you were on Twitter! “The
head of Twitter just said we think Caitlyn could break
President Obama’s gained follower record, 1 million within
the first five hours (sic)” The former Olympian laughs.”Let’s go
for the record! I love records!”  Despite her excitement follow-
ing her transition, Caitlyn also spoke of her life of suffering
under the guise of Bruce, admitting she had contemplated
suicide.  She told the camera: “I’ve been in some dark places, I
have been in my house with a gun and said, ‘Let’s just end it
right there’, no more pain, no more suffering, that struggle,
it’s real and I’ve been there.”

Praise for first episode
of ‘I am Cait’

Beckham unveils
sweet new tattoo for

daughter Harper
David Beckham has paid tribute to daughter Harper with a new

tattoo. The 40-year-old retired soccer star has had the words
‘Pretty Lady’ etched onto his skin, just above where he has his

four-year-old child’s name inked on his neck. Sharing a picture of the
design on Instagram, David thanked his regular tattoo artist, Mark
Mahoney of the Shamrock Social tattoo parlour in Hollywood. He wrote:
“Hey Pretty Lady .... Just adding to the collection of tattoos that mean so
much to me... Thanks Mark as always looks amazing ...  @shamrocksocial-
club (sic)” The new design comes just a few weeks after David had a tat-
too in honor of wife Victoria. The sportsman got the number 99 inked on
his little finger and shared a picture of the tattoo on Instagram with the
caption: “99 was a good year for me.” David married fashion designer
Victoria - the mother of his kids Brooklyn, 16, Romeo, 12, Cruz, 10, and
Harper - on July 4, 1999, but  the tattoo also refers to his professional life
as 1999 saw him win the treble - Premier League, FA Cup and the
Champions League - with his then-club Manchester United. Recently,
David claimed his tattoos stopped people thinking of him as a “mum-
my’s boy”. He explained: “I’m always asked [if I regret them] but I don’t.
I’m really happy with all my tattoos. “The one that probably caused the
most controversy was the one on my neck.  People saw me as a bit of a
mummy’s boy then I got this big black tattoo on the back of my neck
and the perception changed a little bit.”

Keanu Reeves has described test-driving his own motorcycle on the Suzuka
race track in Japan as “incredible”. The ‘Matrix’ actor - who is co-founder of
the Arch Motorcycle Company - was invited by Eurosport to ride his own

brand of bike on the circuit ahead of the 38th Suzuka 8hours Endurance World
Championship race on the weekend. Describing the experience, he said: “[It was]
like the best dream you could possibly have ... Incredible ... Just a real honor and
something that I could never imagine in my life, to be here and to be riding a
motorcycle with my partner and the designer of the motorcycle that I love is very
special.” The 50-year-old star travelled to Japan with Arch’s co-founder Gard
Hollinger and admitted the opportunity
to test-drive one of their $78,000 cus-
tom KRGT-1s on the legendary race
track was a dream come true. He
told local reporters: “We’ve
been going to Moto GP races
this year, we both grew up
watching Moto GP and also
love racing and so the idea of
coming to Suzuka to see the
endurance race and to this
famous track and location ... To have
the opportunity to bring our motorcycle
here and introduce it to the Japanese world,
because there’s such a great passion for big
twin motorcycles, American big twin motorcy-
cles between the States and Japan, I thought
it would be cool.”— Bang Showbiz

Keanu Reeves: Test-driving bike
on Suzuka track is ‘incredible’
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During a recent interview in an empty midtown theater,
James Lecesne is heckled - by his phone. The writer
and actor who co-founded The Trevor Project, a youth

suicide prevention program, stirs in his seat and inadvertently
launches Siri, the voice assistant on his smartphone. “You are
certainly entitled to that opinion,” Siri bleats from his back
pocket. “Wow, what’s her problem?” replies Lecesne, laughing.
“What did I say?”

Actually, Lecesne is saying a lot these days. He’s starring in
his own thoughtful one-man show “The Absolute Brightness
of Leonard Pelkey” at the Westside Theatre. Adapted from his
2008 book, the play looks at how a small New Jersey town is
torn apart following the mysterious disappearance of 14-year-
old Leonard. The teen is unabashedly flamboyant and fun - he
wears mascara and Capri pants - and an easy target of bullies.
But he charms most everyone, from an old watch repair store
owner to a brash hair salon owner, all skillfully portrayed by
Lecesne. At a time when gay and transgender figures are gain-
ing acceptance, Lecesne warns that The  Trevor Project’s sui-
cide hotline for gay and questioning youth got 44,000 calls
last year.

AP: Why did you make your book about a special boy
lost to a hostile world into a piece of theater?

Lecesne: I felt like I wanted to get a group of people in a
room and think about this issue in an active way that wasn’t
scold-y and didn’t have some kind of big stick to beat people
into submission. I wanted to open their hearts to the possibili-
ty of difference and how beautiful it is and how amazing it is.

AP: How did you find these nine characters?
Lecesne: They kind of find me. I just listen for them and try

to figure them out. They apply for the job and then I see if it
works. It’s weird. They help me write it. I don’t sit down and
write it like a writer. I listen for them and their voice, and I lis-
ten to what they’re saying and how they’re saying it.

AP: Do you get a sense that young people today are
changing their views about what gay and straight is?

Lecesne: They’re not interested in a gay or straight. It’s
much more fluid. And the idea that you could come out is
becoming an old-fashioned idea. Not for everyone, but there
are some kids who are like, ‘It’s just more fluid.’ I think that
that’s the way of the future: Sexuality will be less of a sen-
tence.

AP: This has been a breakthrough year for transgender
issues, from TV shows with transgender stars to the
Pentagon ready to lift the transgender ban. What’s your
take?

Lecesne: First of all, all these things are helpful. They’re all
wonderful, like Caitlyn Jenner and ‘Orange Is the New Black,’
but for many kids, the divide between the life they’re living
and the way the  media portrays it, there’s a gigantic gap. And
the idea of spanning that gap is impossible to them. They’re
13 and their community and their parents are hating that hap-
pening. They don’t have the imagination to able to say, ‘Well,
I’m going to get there.’

AP: So this celebration may actually be harmful some-
times?

Lecesne: We’re far from being out of the woods. In fact, I
think in some ways it makes it harder for some kids. Because
as they hear around them the hatred that’s beginning to be
more vocal, those kids are surrounded by those voices and
that’s really hard.

AP: One iconic image from the play is Leonard’s plat-
form sneakers - a pair of Converse high-tops with several
flip-flop bottoms glued on. Where did you get that?

Lecesne: The person who did that as a kid is Brad Goreski,
who is a host of “Fashion Police.” He’s a friend of mine and
when he was a kid, he made those platform sneakers. When I
wrote the book, I asked him, ‘Can I steal this?’ He said, ‘Oh, yes,
sure.’ He was a very unique boy who grew up in Canada and
that was one of the ways that he expressed his uniqueness.

AP: You should sell them in the gift store.
Lecesne: I know! I’m trying to get Converse to actually

make a modified version of them so we can sell them and give
a portion to the Trevor Project.

AP: Then we can all wear them!
Lecesne: Yeah, a lot of strained ankles.-AP

Actor and activist James
Lecesne celebrates difference

Palestinian singer Mohamed Assaf performs on stage during 51st session of the Carthage International Festival at
the Roman Theatre in Carthage, a seaside suburb of the Tunisian capital. — AFP

James Lecesne attends TrevorLIVE New York to benefit The
Trevor Project in New York. — AP

The modern comedy remake is among the most laugh-
able of movie genres. In Hollywood’s reboot frenzy, the
movie industry has increasingly turned to reviving clas-

sic comedies, only to find that few things are harder to rekin-
dle than the elusive elements - Bill Murray’s timing, John
Belushi’s eyebrows- that make up a great comedy. The dis-
tance between original and remake is usually as vast as it is
between “Caddyshack” and “Caddyshack II.”

The latest attempt is “Vacation,” a new try at the classic
National Lampoon series that first emanated from John
Hughes’ short story “Vacation ‘58” and was launched with the
1983 Chevy Chase original. Chase makes a cameo in the latest
“Vacation,” but he has ceded the driver’s seat to his son, Rusty
Griswold (Ed Helms). In some quarters, the movie has not
been anticipated warmly. In a column for the Hollywood
Reporter, former National Lampoon editor P.J. O’Rourke
judged the film from its trailer “post-humoristic” and “a sum-
mer cineplex dump-fill featuring the ‘Hangover’ wimp dentist
as leading man.”

Whether screwball or satire, comedy only works when it
feels bracingly alive. Most remakes, though, tend to feel like
they’ve been brought back from the dead, only with all the
really good jokes left back in the cemetery. Hollywood is
devoted to getting it right, though. The biggest test will come
next July when Paul Feig releases his big-budget
“Ghostbusters.” Feig, at least, has had the good sense to try an
entirely different track, recasting the leads as female, includ-
ing Melissa McCarthy and Kirsten Wiig. But there are many
others in various stages of quixotic development, including
remakes of “Meatballs,” “Fletch,” “Bill and Ted’s Excellent

Adventure” and “Police Academy.” With that in mind, here are a
few lessons to draw from an often dubious tradition.

Just stay away
More often than not, the best advice is just put down the

script and walk away. Such was the case for Shawn Levy’s “The
Pink Panther,” which somehow managed to earn a 2009
sequel. Steve Martin is a tremendous performer, but no one
should be attempting to follow in the clumsy footsteps of
Peter Sellers’ Inspector Clouseau. (Martin has been a curiously
frequent remake star, including two “Father of the Bride” films
and the somewhat better “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” which
came from the Marlon Brando, David Niven 1964 original.)

Even the Coens can’t do it
It’s a testament to the difficulty of the task if even Joel and

Ethan Coen whiff it. The comedies produced by London’s
Ealing Studios in the 1940s and ‘50s are comedy royalty that
few would have the courage to tackle. But the Coens tried it
with “The Ladykillers” in 2004, attempting a broader comedy
that traded Tom Hanks and Mississippi for Alec Guinness and
London. It’s among the Coens weaker films, though they can
argue that they fell into directing it. They were first signed up
just to write the script, but took over directing for Barry
Sonnenfeld when he dropped out. Worth noting, though, is
that by staying true to the Charles Portis novel, the Coens did
give us easily the best “True Grit.”

Russell Brand is not Dudley Moore
And Adam Sandler isn’t Burt Reynolds. Brand and Sandler

both have their particular talents, but neither were well suited
heirs to their remakes of “Arthur” - the 2011 version of Moore’s
1981 film - and “The Longest Yard,” which had Sandler sliding
in for Reynolds in the 2005 prison football comedy. Both origi-
nals, like many comedies, drew considerably from the distinct
personas of their stars, making for an out of whack chemistry
in the remakes. Nathan Lane and Matthew Broderick had an
even higher bar to meet in taking over for Mel Brooks and
Zero Mostel in the 2005 film “The Producers.” If only someone
had thought to try it as a Broadway musical instead.

It’s not impossible
An unavoidable fact is that a few of the very best comedies

ever made were remakes. The zippy brilliance of Howard
Hawks’ “His Girl Friday” (1940) came nine years after the play it
was based on, “The Front Page,” had been turned into a film. It
would be tried again, too, in 1974 by Billy Wilder with Jack
Lemmon and Walter Matthau and in 1988 - a lamentable swap
of TV news for the newspaper biz starring Reynolds. And
Wilder’s “Some Like it Hot,” that majestically madcap 1959
comedy, was based on a 1935 French film called “Fanfares of
Love.” When the screenplay couldn’t be found, producer
Walter Mirisch tracked down a German remake of it for Wilder
to write from. In the movies, originality can be a mangled,
many-authored thing. Nobody’s perfect. — AP

With a new ‘Vacation’, a look at 
laughable comedy remakes

Film review: ‘Big
Significant Things’

Essentially an 84-minute shoulder shrug captured
onscreen, “Big Significant Things” is the latest
American independent feature to suggest there are

few things more intriguing than a young white guy trying
to find himself. Writer-director Bryan Reisberg’s droopy
debut feature drifts alongside an early thirty something
from New Jersey taking a solo Southern road trip while
pondering a major life decision, and the character’s pleas-
ant, non-committal attitude proves unfortunately infec-
tious: It’s as hard for us to get invested in his journey as it
is for the film to find a narrative foothold. Commercial
prospects for this Oscilloscope pickup (released July 24 in
theaters and on VOD) look decidedly out of sync with the
movie’s title.

All we know initially about Craig (Harry Lloyd, a long
way from “Game of Thrones”) is that he’s on a quest to
find the big things in life, quite literally: His itinerary
includes such Guinness-worthy gimmick attractions as
the world’s largest cedar bucket, the world’s largest rock-
ing chair, etc. As he stops at cheap motels in podunk
towns, chats it up with the variably friendly locals, and (on
more than one occasion) gets drunk with teenagers, it
becomes clear that the landmarks he’s seeking out are a
not-so-thinly veiled metaphor for the very big step he’s
about to take with his girlfriend (who’s never seen, only
heard as an increasingly impatient voice on the phone).

It’s a cutesy premise that may well tax the patience of
even those inclined to sympathize with Craig-which is to
say, someone who seems to have it all together, but who’s
starting to question whether making all the right deci-
sions was in fact the right decision. A potentially wrong
decision eventually looms in the form of an attractive,
somewhat guarded Finnish girl (a fine Krista Kosonen)
whose lonely bar song seems to capture the ineffable
sadness beneath Craig’s easygoing demeanor. And to the
movie’s credit, it doesn’t coddle Craig or completely let
him off the hook for his mistakes; along the way, there are
plenty of disapproving glances cast in his direction and,
eventually, harsh, judgmental radio voices calling him out
for his mistakes.

That modicum of self-awareness, however, isn’t
enough to keep “Big Significant Things” from feeling like a
quick but unproductive road to nowhere-albeit a rather
good-looking one, thanks to the scenic widescreen lens-
ing courtesy of d.p. Luca Del Puppo. Other visual ele-
ments and design curlicues (including the postcard-style
graphics announcing Craig’s latest destination) lend the
production a level of polish that belies its low budget. It’s
an attractive frame for a picture that’s sorely lacking a
compelling center. — Reuters

Nearly 30 years after launching their “Rumba Flamenca”
music style, the Gypsy Kings are still keeping crowds
around the world dancing to hits such as “Bamboleo”,

“Djobi Djoba” and “Bem Bem Maria”. The group, whose music
mixes flamenco with pop and Latin rhythms, is now on a tour
that has taken it to Australia, the United States and Britain.
“Sometimes we have asked ourselves ‘Why are we still
around?’” vocalist Nicolas Reyes, one of the Reyes and Baliardo
cousins in the band, told Reuters in an interview.

“It’s a type of music that even if some understand (the lan-
guage) and others don’t understand, it is danceable, univer-
sal.” The band members speak French but perform their music
in Gitane, which mixes Spanish, French and Catalan. The Reyes
and Baliardo families trace their roots from Spanish Romani
people who left Catalonia for France during Spain’s civil war in
the late 1930s. The cousins grew up in southern France, first
playing together in the town of Arles and then travelling

across the country, busking in Cannes and performing at wed-
dings and festivals. Their 1987 “Gypsy Kings” album spent 40
weeks on the U.S. album charts.

“From flamenco we created a new style of rumba which is
our own,” lead guitarist Tonino Baliardo said. “It shook up fla-
menco music a bit.” The band, which according to their web-
site have sold over 25 million albums, have won both Grammy
and Latin Grammy Awards. Their version of “Hotel California”
featured in the 1998 Coen brothers film “The Big Lebowski”
while the 2010 animated “Toy Story 3” had their version of the
movie’s Randy Newman-written theme tune “You’ve Got a
Friend in Me”. The band’s last album “Savor Flamenco” was
released in 2013. Asked what comes next, Reyes and Baliardo
said they wereopen to collaborations. “We really like Eric
Clapton, Santana and many artists,” Baliardo said. “We are
open to many artists,” Reyes added.   —Reuters 

Nearly 30 years on since debut album,
Gipsy Kings keep crowds dancing

Michael Jackson’s

father suffers

stroke in Brazil

The father of “King of Pop” Michael Jackson was in a
Brazilian hospital yesterday, after suffering a stroke
hours before a huge birthday bash in his honor, doctors

said. Officials at Sao Paulo’s Albert Einstein hospital said Joe
Jackson they admitted Joe Jackson at about 1700 GMT on
Sunday. “The patient is being treated in the intensive care unit
after being diagnosed with ischemic stroke associated with
cardiac arrhythmia,” the hospital said. Local media said the
huge $200,000 birthday celebration in Jackson’s honor he
turned 87 on Sunday-went on as planned, even though the
guest of honor was in the hospital. Jackson wrote in anticipa-
tion about the celebration on his website, saying he planned
to mark the day “in style.” “Join me on the 26th of July to cele-
brate 87 full years on earth,” he wrote.

“The greatest adventure you can take on this world, is to
live your life and enjoy the ride.” Reports said one of Brazil’s
famed samba clubs was scheduled to perform, as were well-
known local singers, while a sumptuous spread of Brazilian
fare was on the birthday menu. The Jackson family patriarch’s
most famous offspring, singer Michael Jackson, died six years
ago. An autopsy determined that the pop legend’s July 2009
death was caused by an overdose of the powerful anesthetic
drug Propofol, which he had been misusing as a sleep aid with
the help of his doctor.—AFP

Handout picture released by Agencia Corinthians showing
the father of late pop star Michael Jackson, Joe Jackson ,
displaying a jersey of the Brazilian football team
Corinthians specially made for him, during a visit to the
training centre of the club, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. — AFP

In this image released by Warner Bros. Entertainment,
Christina Applegate, standing from left, Ed Helms, Chevy
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo, and Skyler Gisondo, kneeling left,
and Steele Stebbins appear in a scene from ‘Vacation’. — AP
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Giordano, the global apparel retailer, is wel-
coming the school season with a range of
smart casual apparel for students. Available

beginning August at all Giordano stores in the GCC,
the collection includes oxford shirts and polo shirts
for tops and versatile khaki pants to pair.

Smart Casual Shirts
Keeping a smart look despite the sweltering

heat, Giordano offers men’s oxford shirts in solid
and striped prints for a relaxed and neat appeal.
These wrinkle-free casuals are 100% cotton and
bring back the classy prep look. 

In addition, polo shirts for both men and
women are available to throw on whether it is for a
class or dinner with friends. The polo shirts come in
multiple colours and striped patterns providing
easy styling for any occasion. For women, the 100%
linen shirts come in pastel shades of white, pink
and sky blue, perfect for facing the summer heat.

Graphic Tees
Giordano has also released some inspirational

graphic t-shirts to get students back in the mood
for college. With messages about positivity and
confidence, these prints work for both men and
women in the classroom. The women’s tees come

in a stretchy material with short and elbow length
sleeves.

Khakis
The scorching summer months scream for easy-

to-wear khakis. From your smart casuals to graphic
tees, these light and comfortable pants will go with
almost anything in your closet.  “Giordano contin-
ues to bring classic and quality clothes to the
region. This season, we have identified what works
best for college students and delivered quick and
wearable clothing that transition from day to
evening for both men and women,” said Ishwar
Chugani, Managing Director of Giordano Middle
East FZE and Executive Director of Giordano
International.

For additional shopping convenience, cus-
tomers can also shop online at www.giordano-
me.com. Online shopping and delivery is available
in the GCC making Giordano products widely avail-
able to customers with the option to pay with a
credit card or cash on delivery.

Fashionable way to go back

to school with Giordano

The sneaker is a force in fashion, music and sports, but where did it all begin?
With the rubber tree, of course, and that’s where senior curator Elizabeth
Semmelhack ventured for a new exhibit, “The Rise of Sneaker Culture,” at the

Brooklyn Museum. “I wanted to go all the way back to the sap of the tree - the rub-
ber tree - and find out how and why the sneaker even came into existence in the
first place,” said Semmelhack, from Toronto’s Bata Shoe Museum, a partner for the
show with the American Federation of Arts. The exhibit of about 150 shoes opens
Friday and is ambitious in scope, spanning rubber production to Prada to the covet-
ed kicks bearing basketball legend Michael Jordan’s name, along with his monu-
mental endorsement deal with Nike. Semmelhack created the show after 15 years
focusing on high heels, when she realized “there is no way I can ignore the sneaker
because they are so important culturally.” Sneakers, after all, are one of the few
things people spend days in line to acquire. They’re the subject of songs and have
helped turn multimillionaire athletes into fashion designers in the chase for the
next hot pair. Among those showcased in the exhibit are Adidas donated by Darryl
“DMC” McDaniels, from legendary rap group Run-DMC. The group was among the
first music acts to get a sneaker endorsement deal. Original Converse All-Stars from
1917, a replica of Michael Johnson’s 1996 Atlanta Olympics gold spikes and Adidas
Muhammad Ali Confidence Shoes are also included.

Incredible shifts
“These are sneakers that you just cannot see,” said Semmelhack. “They are see-

ing some shoes that are hidden away in the archives and in recesses of people’s
offices that if it was not for the exhibition they wouldn’t have gotten a chance to
see.” After Brooklyn, the historical look at sneakers will travel to the Toledo Art
Museum in Toledo, Ohio, the Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Kentucky, and the
High Museum of Art in Atlanta. Sneakers have “a long history that has both incredi-
ble continuity but also incredible shifts and have been with us for some profound
cultural moments,” Semmelhack said.

Foremost, she said, they were in the realm of the elite. Before the five-day work
week, only the wealthy could make the time to play tennis and jog in the early 19th
century - and they were the only ones who had a need for sneakers. Between the
two world wars, governments began to democratize physical health and sneakers
so that people had fit bodies to serve their country.

Personality and fabric
Once rubber production was simplified after World War II, “it loses status,” said

Semmelhack. “The price point becomes so low. It becomes the footwear of child-

hood.” It was not until the 1970s that sneaker culture began to develop as we see it
today. Nike gets in the game and creates expensive brightly colored shoes for the
“Me Generation” that decides to exercise at athletic clubs. “They begin to segue
back to a status symbol, as well as fashion, because these same people who are jog-
ging begin to wear those bright-colored shoes to discos like Studio 54 and the idea
of casual wear and fashion is becoming really important,” Semmelhack said.

Calvan Fowler, who owns the shop Jordan Heads Brooklyn, said Spike Lee-
directed commercials and hip-hop music fueled the “sneakerhead” craze. “In 1984,
‘85, ‘86 it started growing exponentially and as hip-hop grew the sneakers grew as
well. It became a part of your personality and fabric; it became a part of who you
are,” Fowler said. “It crosses different socioeconomics and racial ethnicities.”

Perfect canvas
Fowler’s store sells only Michael Jordan merchandise, including soaps, clothes

and shoes. Fashion designers Ricky and Dee Jackson, brothers whose Pony shoes
are part of the exhibit, said the sneaker sweepstakes of today are focused not just
on the shoes of athletes but on limited-edition styles. “Back in the day it was not as
big as it was. Kids weren’t really looking for limited-edition shoes. It was just an
underground thing, but now it has really become mainstream,” Dee Jackson said.
Another aspect of sneaker culture Semmelhack could not ignore is crime associated
with getting the latest pair.

“I feel like it’s a little paternalistic to constantly warn young black men in particu-
lar to be careful of their sneakers,” she said. “The price point of sneakers is remark-
ably less than the price point of women’s shoes but we don’t hear these same sto-
ries about women.” Fashion giants like Gucci and Prada entered the sneaker indus-
try early on but sneakers did not turn high-end until sports brands teamed up with
designers like Jeremy Scott and Yohji Yamamoto, and companies like Jimmy Choo
and Louis Vuitton saw the value in the billion-plus business. “Men are willing to wear
pattern and color in their footwear in ways that they are not willing to wear in
aspects of their dress and so for fashion designers, sneakers are the perfect canvas
for playing with,” Semmelhack said. Added Dee Jackson: “Shoes really stick out and
it gives people an ego.”— AP

Germany Sepulchral Culture

A woman walks besides a handbag with a skull motive.

A woman with a camera is reflected
in a handbag with skull motives.

A woman stands in front of a
Mexican skull motive.

A belt with a skull motives is arranged in a showcase during the press preview
at the exhibition ‘Sepuchral Store’ (Das Sepulkralkaufhaus-Buy now, die lat-
er!) in the museum for sepulchral culture in Kassel, Germany, yesterday. The
exhibition that starts on July 25, 2015 and lasts until Nov 8, 2015, shows how
symbols for death found their way into fashion. — AP photos 

A woman arranges shoes with skull motives.

The rise of the sneaker subject of new museum exhibit 

A shoe from the Jordan collection, bearing the ‘M’ from Michael Jordan’s
signature, is displayed as part of the ‘Out of the Box: The Rise of Sneaker.’

Bold graphics and cartoon-like colors are featured on a rare pair of 2009
sneakers.

Pierre Hardy’s colorful 2009 ‘Powarama’ sneakers, inspired by the pop
artist Roy Lichtenstein, are displayed.

In this image released by Warner Bros. Entertainment, Christina
Applegate, standing from left, Ed Helms, Chevy Chase, Beverly D’Angelo,
and Skyler Gisondo, kneeling left, and Steele Stebbins appear in a scene
from ‘Vacation’. — AP

Images of President Obama appear in the treads of sneakers called
‘Obama Force 1’s, by artist Jimm Lasser.
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The Yoda balloon watches over as crew member Ed Tomas of Port Monmouth, NJ helps to get his balloon inflated before the Quick Chek Festival of Ballooning at Solberg Airport. — AP

Bobbi Kristina Brown, the only child of
pop legend Whitney Houston and singer
Bobby Brown, died Sunday aged 22, six

months after she was found unconscious in a
bathtub in her home. “She is finally at peace in
the arms of God. We want to again thank
everyone for their tremendous amount of love
and support during these last few months,” a
short family statement said, adding she was
surrounded by loved ones as she sl ipped
away. Bobbi Kristina-sole heir to Houston’s
estate-was discovered face down and unre-
sponsive in her  bathtub in her  At lanta,
Georgia home on January 31.

She was revived by emergency crews but
lost significant brain function and was placed
in a medically induced coma. She died at a
hospice in Duluth, Georgia. She passed away,
according to the TMZ celebrity website, after
her family decided to “take her off all meds.”
Her death-which a source told Entertainment
Tonight was linked to an apparent drug over-
dose-drew eerie parallels to that of her moth-
er, who was found face down in a bathtub in a
Los Angeles hotel on February 11, 2012, on
the eve of the Grammy Awards.

Many Houston fans sent messages of sup-
port for the family on Twitter, saying Bobbi
Kristina would be reunited with her mother.
“Rest  In  Heaven.  You were loved,  Bobbi
Kr ist ina Brown,” actress and singer Hol ly
Robinson Peete said on Twitter. Oprah Winfrey
tweeted: “Peace at Last!” Grammy-winning
performer Missy Elliott tweeted: “My heart is
truly heavy. May u rest in peace with your
mommy.”

Murky circumstances 
Bobbi Kristina’s parents separated in 2006

and divorced in 2007, with Houston awarded
custody of their daughter, amid claims of
abuse and drug use in the high-profile rela-
tionship. They were by all accounts extremely
close, with Bobbi Kristina accompanying her
mother to events and awards shows. Her par-
ents appeared in a 2005 reality show “Being
Bobby Brown” that shed some light on their
personal struggles and family challenges.

After her mother’s death, Bobbi Kristina-who
had hoped to follow in Houston’s footsteps as
a singer-and several relatives appeared in
another reality show, discussing their grieving
and working on picking up the pieces.

A final coroner’s report said Houston may
have overdosed on drugs and alcohol before
drowning, and that drug-related heart dam-
age played a part in her death. The circum-
stances that led to Bobbi Kristina being pulled
unconscious from a bathtub are similarly
murky. In February, US media reported that
police had opened a criminal probe into Bobbi
Kristina’s boyfriend Nick Gordon, who report-
edly said that it was he who found her in the
bathtub. The reports said that Bobbi Kristina
sustained unexplained injuries prior to the
incident, while there are also claims of a drug
overdose, but no criminal charges have been
brought.

Gordon spent years  being raised by
Houston in her home and grew up alongside
Bobbi Kristina, although he was never formally
adopted by the pop singer. He and Bobbi
Kristina revealed their romantic relationship
after her mother’s death.

Outpouring of grief 
There had been growing fears for Bobbi

Krist ina’s  long-term health after  she was
moved to the Duluth hospice a month ago.
“Despite the great medical care at numerous
facilities, her condition has continued to dete-
riorate,” her aunt, Pat Houston, said in a state-
ment at the time.  “As of today, she has been
moved into hospice care. We thank everyone
for their support and prayers. She is in God’s
hands now.” News of her death sparked an
outpouring of grief on social media. “Maybe
you just wanted to be with your mother. Now,
you can be with her  forever.  R . I .P.  Bobbi
Kristina,” said Twitter user @carochoa, express-
ing the sentiments of many.—AFP

Whitney Houston’s daughter Bobbi Kristina dead at 22

In this Feb12, 2011, file photo, singer Whitney Houston, left, and
daughter Bobbi Kristina Brown arrive at an event in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

— AP/AFP photos

In this Oct 22, 2012, file photo, singer Cissy Houston and her grand-
daughter Bobbi Kristina Brown attend the premiere party for “The
Houstons On Our Own” at the Tribeca Grand hotel in New York.

A file picture taken on  August 16, 2012,  Bobbi Kristina
Brown arrives at Tri-Star Pictures’ “Sparkle” premiere at
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California.

In this Sept 1, 2009 file photo, singer Whitney Houston,
right, sings with her daughter Bobbi Kristina Brown
during a performance on “Good Morning America” in
Central Park in New York.

Bobbi Kristina Brown and Nick Gordon arrive at Tri-Star Pictures’ “Sparkle” premiere at
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in this August 16, 2012, file photo in Hollywood, California.

Musician Bobby Brown is seen being driven from the Peachtree Christian Hospice
after Bobbi Kristina Brown passes away.
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