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BUDAPEST: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany kisses his trophy after winning the Hungarian Formula One Grand Prix. —AP

BUDAPEST: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel won
an action-packed Hungarian Grand Prix for the
first time yesterday, while Nico Rosberg saw his
chance to catch Lewis Hamilton in the title race
disappear with a puncture near the end.

Four-time F1 champion Vettel started third
on the grid. It was his 41st career win - moving
him level with Brazilian great Ayrton Senna -
and his first since the Malaysian GP in the sec-
ond race of this season. Red Bull took advan-
tage of late chaos as Russian driver Daniil Kvyat
placed second and Daniel Ricciardo, who
clipped Rosberg, took third.

Vettel’s win put the German driver back into
the title race, as Hamilton finished sixth and
Rosberg placed eighth. Vettel dedicated his win
to Jules Bianchi, the French driver who died last
week at the age of 25 from injuries sustained in
a head-on crash at the Japanese GP last
October.

“Merci Jules, cette victoire est pour toi,”
(Thank you Jules, this win is for you),” Vettel said
in French on race radio, before continuing in
English. “You are always in our hearts, sooner or
later we know you would have been in this
team.”

A poignant minute’s silence was held in hon-
or of Bianchi before the race, with drivers form-
ing a ring and placing their race helmets on the
ground.

“Mentioning Senna’s record is something
incredible. I don’t know how to put this in
words. But nevertheless this is for Jules and his
family,” Vettel said. “We know it has been an
incredibly tough week, and for all of us very dif-
ficult, so this one is for him.”

Bianchi ’s mother Christine and father
Philippe, brother Tom and sister Melanie joined
them as they all  l inked arms on the
Hungaroring grid.

“I gave it everything and I owe my race to
Jules,” Ricciardo said. “I gained extra strength
today and I owe that to him.” In a thrilling finale,
17-year-old Max Verstappen just missed out on
becoming the youngest ever podium finisher
when he placed fourth and Fernando Alonso

took fifth to give struggling McLaren a much-
needed boost. The race completely changed
after German driver Nico Hulkenberg crashed
and the virtual safety car came out, with Vettel
in total control at that point.

With five laps to go and Hamilton well out of
contention, Rosberg was catching Vettel. But
Ricciardo - the winner here last year - tried a
daring overtaking move and instead ran into
the back of the German driver, puncturing
Rosberg’s left tire. Stewards took no action after
investigating the incident.

“The laps were ticking down and I had to try
something,” Ricciardo said. “To be honest the
move was late but it was clean. Nico saw me
and left me room on the entry.”

Instead of gaining points from Hamilton,
Rosberg slipped further back in the title race.
“I’ll just keep going. It was close,” Rosberg said.
“There is a good chance I could pass Lewis in
the world championship sometime soon.”

Heading into the summer break, Hamilton
extended his lead over Rosberg by four point to
21 - 202 vs 181 - while Vettel on 160 has clawed
back his deficit on Hamilton to 42.

It is the first time Hamilton has failed to finish
on the podium since the Belgian GP last August,
where he was nudged off the track by Rosberg
and retired.

“Today was weird. Do I deserve any points? I
didn’t give up and drove as hard as I could,”
Hamilton said, reflecting on “one of the worst
performances I’ve put in in a long, long time ... it
shows we are human.” Starting from pole posi-
tion for the ninth time in 10 races this season,
and 47th overall, Hamilton got away cleanly .

But the race was re-started because Brazilian
driver Felipe Massa was out of position on the
grid. When they restarted, Hamilton got stuck as
Rosberg surged past him. With the two Ferraris
surging behind them, the four jostled for posi-
tion going into the first corner.

Vettel got ahead, Hamilton dropped behind,
and Raikkonen then got on the inside of
Rosberg, prompting delirious scenes in the
Ferrari garage. Worse was to come for Hamilton,

who found his racing line impeded by Rosberg
and went off into the gravel on the side, tum-
bling down the leaderboard. Ricciardo, the win-
ner here last year,  made a poor start and
bumped into the Williams of Finnish driver
Valtteri Bottas.

Meanwhile, Hamilton was pushing his brakes
to the limit as he clawed his way back from
10th, passing Massa with a brilliant overtaking
move and overtaking Mexican driver Sergio
Perez soon after.

With Bottas and Red Bull’s Daniil Kvyat pit-
ting, Hamilton moved into sixth. Up ahead, the
Ferraris were pulling away from Rosberg and
Hamilton was still a massive 30 seconds behind
Vettel by lap 17.

Then, two laps later, Perez went off track
after being nudged by Lotus driver Pastor
Maldonado - who was given a drivethrough
penalty.

Hamilton took his first pit stop on lap 20,
switching to soft tires, and Rosberg came in on
21 for a different strategy on the less quick but
more resistant mediums. Vettel and Ricciardo
pitted on 22, then Raikkonen.

With one third of the race completed, Vettel
had a comfortable lead over Raikkonen and
Rosberg. Pushing hard, Hamilton got past
Ricciardo on lap 30 and was gaining time fast
on Rosberg.

Then everything changed following
Hulkenberg’s crash. The German driver was
unhurt as his Force India car was towed away by
a crane.

“Definitely from our point of view there was
no need for that (the safety car),” Vettel said. “It
obviously made it a lot more interesting in the
end.” Once they resumed racing, Vettel held
firm, Rosberg surged ahead of Kimi Raikkonen’s
fading Ferrari, and Hamilton’s hopes were end-
ed as he made contact with Ricciardo and had
to come in for a new front wing. Hamilton’s mis-
ery was compounded when he was given a dri-
vethrough penalty. Sensing victory, Rosberg
was right behind Vettel with 10 laps to go.
Minutes later, those hopes were dashed.—AP 

Vettel wins action-packed Hungarian GP

INDIANAPOLIS: Kyle Busch spent the last
10 laps desperately chasing Ryan Blaney.
When the old pro finally caught up, the 21-
year-old youngster flinched.

As Blaney attempted to pass a slower
car in the back straightaway Saturday on
the final laps, Blaney’s car wiggled, Busch
ducked inside, raced past and held on to
win the Xfinity Series race at Indianapolis
for the second time in three years.

The 0.421-second victory margin was
the closest of the four races held on
Indianapolis’ historic 2.5- mile-oval. Rookie
Daniel Suarez of Mexico finished third.

“It’s cool and it’s great and all, and made
for an exciting last lap,” Busch said. “We just
never should have been in that position to
begin with. If it wasn’t for a mistake by the
car in front of us, we would have lost today.”
Instead, it was yet another stunning chap-
ter in Busch’s remarkable comeback.

Since missing the first three months of
the season after breaking his right leg and
left foot in the Xfinity opener at Daytona,
the 30-year-old Cup regular has reached
victory lane five times - twice on the Xfinity
circuit and three in the Sprint Cup Series.
He also won the pole Saturday, his third
straight at Indy, and has won two of
NASCAR’s last three undercard races here.

But Busch had to sweat this one out. “I’m
still kind of warm. I’m not even cool in here
yet and I’m soaking wet,” he said after
extending his career wins record to 72. “I
just have to get dry and get some fluids in
me tonight, take it easy and get ready for

tomorrow.” Blaney, meanwhile, was dis-
traught. After Busch took the outside line
on the final restart of the race, Blaney out-
raced Busch into the first turn, took the
lead on Lap 76 and held it-until he encoun-
tered the slower car of Derrick Cope.

Blaney moved toward the wall with
Busch near his tail end. That forced Blaney’s
car to bobble and gave Busch the chance
to slip inside.

“Not many can say they had a chance to
win at the Brickyard and gave it away,”
Blaney said. “But I did just that, so I think I’m
the only one in that category. So I’m lead-
ing that category. That’s definitely going to
sting for a long time.” How bad was it?

After the race, Blaney referred to himself
as a “bad driver’ and said the mistake would
go down as a “laughingstock” for a long
time.

Neither Blaney nor Busch can allow
Saturday’s results to linger. Both are sched-
uled to start Sunday’s Brickyard 400. While
Blaney acknowledged it won’t be easy to
get over Saturday’s close call, Busch may
have an even more difficult challenge -
getting back to 100 percent overnight. But
celebrating another win will  help.
“Fortunately there on that long run, I was
behind Blaney and I was faster than he
was, I could keep up with him, I could draft
on him a little bit,” he said. “It’s real tough
to time, and there really was no timing on
that. With that kind of run, there’s no
blocking that kind of run. It didn’t matter
what he was going to do.”—AP

TORONTO: Canada was putting a golden
finish on the Pan American Games by  win-
ning five events on Saturday but with one
day to go officials were casting an eye at a
bigger prize-a possible bid for the 2024
Olympics. Emboldened by a Pan Am Games
that has seen Canada post record medal
totals and win positive reviews for a well-
organised and entertaining competition,
Canadian Olympic Committee (COC) presi-
dent Marcel Aubut told host broadcaster
CBC that he will, “absolutely lead and advo-
cate with the whole power of my office that
Toronto becomes the host city for 2024
Olympic Games.” Toronto mayor John Tory
has also refused to write off a run at the
2024 Summer Games and throwing the
city’s hat in a ring that already includes
Paris, Rome, Boston, Budapest, Hungary
and Hamburg, Germany.

But the clock is ticking and Toronto will
have to decide quickly with the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
having set a Sept. 15 deadline for interest-
ed cities to submit a letter of intent.

The penultimate day produced another
record for Canada cycling’s Jasmin Glaesser,
who took gold in the women’s road race to
claim the host’s 197th medal, eclipsing the
mark of 196 set at the 1999 Pan Am Games
in Winnipeg.

“Today, Canada broke its all-time medal
total at a Pan Am Games by reaching 197
medals,” COC president Marcel Aubut said
in a statement. “This is an outstanding
achievement and reflects the hard work of
our athletes, coaches and National Sport
Federations.”

There was more to come as Derek
Drouin, the Olympic and world bronze
medallist in the high jump, and women’s
team foil added gold to the Canadian total.

There was also gold in the boxing ring
for the hosts, Caroline Veyre winning the
women’s lightweight title while Mandy
Bujold successfully defended her Pan Am

flyweight crown with a split decision over
American world champion and 2012
Olympic bronze medallist Marlen Esparza.

Canada’s newest sprint sensation Andre
De Grasse, winner of the 100 and 200m
titles, had looked poised to sign off with a
third gold by helping Canada win the
4x100m relay.

But the team was later disqualified for
stepping outside of their lane giving the
top spot to the United States. There was no
disputing a dominating performance by
the Americans in the women’s 4x100m
relay with 17-year-old Kaylin Whitney run-
ning the anchor leg to bring the baton
home well ahead of Jamaica.

With one day remaining and only a
handful of medals still to be awarded the
United States lead with 102 gold and 261
total medals and cannot be caught at the
top of the table.

Canada will finish second reaching 77
gold and surging to 215 medals overall. The
United States picked up gold in the men’s
team foil, women’s volleyball, women’s
table tennis singles, equestrian individual
jumping and in the ring with Antonio
Vargas winning men’s flyweight title.

The heat returned for the final weekend
of competition but it was no problem for
Cuba’s Richer Perez, who won the men’s
marathon, and Yorgelis Rodriguez, who
ended a long day with heptathlon gold.
Cubans also slugged their way to three
golds in the ring with Julio La Cruz in the
light heavyweight (81kg), Lenier Pero in
super heavyweight (91+) and Lazaro
Alvarez, bronze medallist at the London
Olympics, defending his Pan Am light-
weight title.

Brazil had a big day in the team events,
beating Canada 86-71 for men’s basketball
gold and Argentina for the handball title.
The Brazilian women grabbed another gold
with a 4-0 rout of Colombia in the soccer
final. —Reuters
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TORONTO: Women’s heptathlon gold medalist Yorgelis Rodriguez, of Cuba, waves
to fans during the medal ceremony at the Pan Am Games. —AP

KAZAN: Bill  May and
Christina Jones of the United
States made history yester-
day when they became the
first world champions of a
mixed synchronised swim-
ming event.

May and Jones scored
88.5108 points to defeat
Russia’s Alexander Maltsev
and Darina Valitova (88.2986)
with the bronze going to
Giorgio Minisini and Manila
Flamini of Italy (86.3640).

It was the first time since
1973 and the creation of the
world championships that
men and women have taken
part in the same synchro
event.

Russia’s Natalia Ishchenko
and Svetlana Romashina won
gold in the technical syn-
chronised duo event as the
country maintained its eight-
year stranglehold on the
event.

They scored 95.4672
points with China’s Huang
Xuechen and Sun Wenyan
winning silver with 93.3279
and bronze going to Yukiko
Inui and Risako Mitsui of
Japan with 92.0079.

The day ’s final medal
event saw China’s Chen Aisen
and Lin Yue win the 10m syn-
chro men’s diving gold. Aisen
and Yue scored 495.72 points
with Mexico’s Ivan Garcia
Navarro and German Saul
Sanchez winning silver with
448.89 and Russia’s securing
Roman Izmailov and Victor
Minibaev securing bronze
with 441.33.—AFP

US make history with synchro gold

KAZAN: Japan’s mixed duet Atsushi Abe (not seen) and Yumi Adachi compete in the Mixed Duet Technical final
during the synchronised swimming competition at the 2015 FINA World Championships.—AFP


