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SRI LANKA: Pakistan cricketers pose after their team’s series victory following the fifth and final one day international (ODI) cricket match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan. —AFP

HAMBANTOTA: Kusal Perera led Sri Lanka’s
strong batting display to give the hosts a com-
prehensive, but academic, 165-run win over
Pakistan in the fifth and final one-dayer in
Hambantota yesterday.

The left-handed opener struck 116 off 109
balls and Tillakaratne Dilshan joined the
10,000-run ODI club as Sri Lanka piled up their
highest one-day total against Pakistan of 368-
4 in 50 overs.

Pakistan managed only 203 in reply, but
took the series 3-2 to build on their 2-1 suc-
cess in the preceding Test series, clinching a
double in Sri Lanka for the first time since
2006.

Pakistan were sailing at 116-2 in the 20th
over following an opening partnership of 51
between skipper Azhar Ali and Ahmed
Shehzad, before the last eight wickets crashed
for 87 runs.  

Mohammad Hafeez (37) and Azhar (35)
were the principal contributors as the tourists
faltered badly under lights despite good bat-
ting conditions.

Off-spinner Sachithra Senanayake claimed
3-39 in his first appearance in the series, while
seamer Thisara Perera chipped in with two
wickets.  

Kusal reached his second century after a
164-run stand for the first wicket with Dilshan,
who became only the 11th batsman and the
fourth Sri Lankan to compile 10,000 one-day
runs.

Skipper Angelo Mathews hammered an
unbeaten 70 and Milinda Siriwardana clubbed
52 not out off 26 balls as Sri Lanka plundered
136 runs in the last 11 overs to surpass their
previous best against Pakistan of 349-9 in
Singapore in 1996.

“It was a clinical performance, but unfortu-
nately it came a bit too late,” Mathews said.
“We had to go back to our basics, especially in
the bowling department.

“We also showed a bit of improvement in
the fielding, but one needs to keep improving.”
Kusal, whose only other one-day ton came
against Bangladesh last year, smashed nine
boundaries and four sixes before he was run
out in the 34th over.

The flamboyant Dilshan reached the
10,000-run landmark in his 319th match when
he took a single off Shoaib Malik to move to
55, before he was run out for 62.

The 38-year-old now has 10,007 runs, join-
ing compatriots Kumar Sangakkara, Sanath
Jayasuriya and Mahela Jayawardene in a cov-

eted list headed by Indian great Sachin
Tendulkar, who had 18,426 ODI runs. Mathews
and Siriwardana added a brisk 114 off just 55
deliveries for the undefeated fifth wicket to
complete Sri Lanka’s best batting display of
the series.

Mathews hit eight boundaries and two six-
es, while left-handed all-rounder Siriwardana
smacked four fours and three sixes.

Azhar said Pakistan were keen to sign off
on a winning note, but conceded Sri Lanka
played a better game. “We really wanted to
win this match, but credit must go to Sri
Lanka,” the Pakistan captain said.

“I am very happy we won the series. We
played positive cricket all through and the
fielding was very good. It was after a long time
that we saw a Pakistani side field so well.”

The hosts made three changes from the
last match, dropping sling-arm fast bowler
Lasith Malinga, seamer Nuwan Pradeep and
Sachith Pathirana.

They were replaced by Senanayake, Thisara
Perera and fast bowler Lahiru Gamage.
Pakistan retained the same team. Pakistan will
round off their six-week tour with two
Twenty20 internationals in Colombo on July
30 and August 1.—AFP

Sri Lanka end Pakistan ODI series with big win

Sri Lanka:
K. Perera run out 116

T. Dilshan run out 62

L. Thirimanne c Rizwan b Rahat 30 

D. Chandimal c Sarfraz b Rahat 29

A. Mathews not out 70

M. Siriwardana not out 52

Extras: (lb6, w3) 9 

Total (for four wickets, 50 overs) 368

Fall of wickets: 1-164 (Dilshan), 2-212 (K. Perera), 3-219

(Thirimanne), 4-254 (Chandimal)

Bowling: Irfan 10-1-73-0 (w1), Anwar 9-0-71-0, Rahat

10-0-74-2 (w1), Imad 3-0-27-0 (w1), Malik 10-0-44-0,

Yasir 8-0-73-0.

Pakistan:
Azhar Ali run out 35

Ahmed Shehzad st Chandimal b Senanayake 18

Mohammad Hafeez lbw Mathews 37

Sarfraz Ahmed run out 27

Shoaib Malik c Thirimanne b T. Perera 11 

Mohammad Rizwan c Chandimal b T. Perera 29

Imad Wasim c and b Senanayake 15

Anwar Ali c T. Perera b Gamage 11

Yasir Shah c T. Perera b Senanayake 9

Rahat Ali c Senanayake b Siriwardana 0 

Mohammad Irfan not out 4

Extras: (lb1, w2, nb4) 7

Total (all out, 37.2 overs) 203

Fall of wickets: 1-51 (Shehzad), 2-71 (Azhar), 3-116

(Hafeez), 4-121 (Sarfraz), 5-140 (Malik), 6-170 (Imad),

7-178 (Rizwan), 8-197 (Yasir), 9-197 (Anwar), 10-203

(Rahat).

Bowling: Gamage 10-0-62-1 (nb4, w1), Lakmal 6-0-35-

0 (w1), Senanayake 8-1-39-3, T. Perera 8-0-38-2,

Mathews 3-0-9-1, Siriwardana 2.2-0-19-1.

Sri Lanka won by 165 runs; Pakistan take series 3-2.

SCOREBOARD 
HAMBANTOTA: Scoreboard of the fifth and final one-day international between Pakistan and Sri Lanka in
Hambantota yesterday:

LAS VEGAS: Sergey Kovalev had little trou-
ble taking care of business against an out-
matched Nadjib Mohammedi. Now he can
look forward to a homecoming bout in
Moscow.

Kovalev stopped Mohammedi in the
third round Saturday night, retaining his
light heavyweight titles in a fight that was
a mismatch from the start.

The unbeaten Russian dropped
Mohammedi in the second round with a
series of right hands, then put him down
for good with a combination in the third
round. Mohammedi got to his knees but
was holding his nose as if it was broken
and referee Kenny Bayless called a halt to
the bout at 2:38 of the third. Promoter
Kathy Duva said Kovalev will return to the
ring Nov. 28 in Moscow, likely against fel-
low Russian Artur Beterbiev.

“Sergey is really anxious to fight in
Russia,” Duva said. Kovalev, who stopped
Jean Pascal in his last fight in March in
Montreal, was defending his 175-pound
crown against the mandatory challenger
from France. Mohammedi was so little
thought of that Las Vegas oddsmakers
would not even accept bets on the fight. “I
wanted more rounds,” Kovalev said. “I
wanted him to look like a clown. I wanted
him to look foolish.” Mohammedi, who
fought most of his career in France,
blamed his loss on being thumbed in the
eye and not being able to see. But he did
little against Kovalev, who urged him to
get up and continue fighting after being
knocked down in the third.

“I told him to stand up,” Kovalev said. “It
was a short show. People didn’t see box-
ing.”

Earlier, Pascal overcame a slow start to
beat Yunieski Gonzalez by unanimous

decision to set up a possible rematch with
Kovalev, who stopped him in the eighth
round of their first fight.

The bout will have to wait until after
Kovalev fights in Moscow, though, and
perhaps longer if he is able to get a fight
with unbeaten Andre Ward next spring.

“If Pascal is interested in a rematch I am
ready,” Kovalev said. “It is boxing. I am
ready for anybody. Kovalev improved to
28-0-1 with 25 knockouts,  while
Mohammedi fell to 38-4.

Pascal (30-3-1) won by a 96-94 margin
in the 10-round bout on all three score-
cards to hand Gonzalez (16-1) his first loss.
The decision was loudly booed by the
crowd at the Mandalay Bay hotel-casino,
and met with disbelief by Gonzalez him-
self.

Gonzalez had to be restrained in his
corner as he lashed out after the decision
was announced. “It was a great fight, very
close,” Pascal said. “I’m glad to give the fans
another candidate for fight of the year
because that’s what I think happened.”

Pascal, who was stopped in March by
Kovalev in his last fight in his hometown of
Montreal, took a lot of punishment early,
getting hit with several big right hands by
the aggressive Gonzalez. He rebounded in
the later rounds, though, as Gonzalez
seemed to tire. “I am so sad. I was the real
fighter,” Gonzalez said. “That was taken
from me. He did not win, I did. I am the real
winner.” The fight was entertaining, with
both boxers more than willing to trade
punches. On several occasions Gonzalez
seemed to rock Pascal, though the former
champion landed some good right hands
of his own. “I was controlling the fight,”
Pascal said. “The fight was following exact-
ly the rhythm I wanted.” —AP

LAS VEGAS: Sergey Kovalev (right) and Nadjib Mohammedi trade punches during
their light heavyweight title boxing bout on Saturday. —AP

Kovalev retains light 
heavyweight titles

DERBY: Australia captain Michael Clarke’s run of
modest scores is not being exacerbated by his
longstanding physical problems, according to team
batting coach Michael di Venuto.

The 34-year-old Clarke is one of the outstanding
batsmen of his generation, having scored over
8,500 Test runs, including 28 hundreds, at an aver-
age of more than 50.

But he has compiled just two centuries in his
last 26 Test innings and hasn’t made a fifty at that
level since returning on Australia’ recent tour of the
West Indies.

Clarke has had to cope with a chronic back
complaint throughout his career but there are con-
cerns that recent hamstring trouble has only made
that condition worse.

He hasn’t looked his typical elegant self at the
crease so far on the Ashes tour and, with the five-
match series level at 1-1 following his side’s 405-
run thrashing of England at Lord’s, Australia would
love to see Clarke back to his best come the third
Test at Edgbaston, which starts on Wednesday.

Di Venuto said that was possible given Clarke
was suffering from no more than the kind of lean
spell which afflicts all batsmen at some stage of
their careers. 

“He seems unrestricted and he hasn’t had a
problem since, so I certainly don’t think that’s any
reason why he hasn’t been able to get a big score
of late,” di Venuto told Australian media during the
drawn tour match with Derbyshire.

“I thought he looked pretty good in the World
Cup final for his 70-odd. And he looked pretty
good when he couldn’t move when he scored a
hundred when his back was no good against India.

“As batsmen, you go through little patches
where things don’t quite click,” added di Venuto.

Di Venuto, however, was confident a big score
from Clarke was just around the corner.  “He’s not
too far away. He knows how to go about it and how
to get himself back scoring runs. 

“You can’t do that in the nets. You’ve got to do
that out in the middle,”  added 41-year-old di
Venuto, who played nine one-day internationals for
Australia but did not win a Test cap.

Clarke spent more than 90 minutes batting on
Saturday, making 44 not out after promoting him-
self to open Australia’s second innings at Derby.

Having fallen for 16 in the first innings, Clarke
had made 19 on Saturday when Derbyshire wicket-
keeper Harvey Hosein dropped a difficult diving
chance.  That reprieve apart, Clarke was rarely trou-
bled and, if not exactly fluent, a couple of drives
hinted at better days ahead. “I’m sure a big score is
not too far away,” said di Venuto. 

“He’s meticulous in his preparation. He’s playing
well in the nets, he’s  preparing well. He just needs
a bit of luck.” Someone for whom luck is not an
issue at the moment is Shaun Marsh. His 101
against Derbyshire was the reserve opener’s sec-
ond hundred in three innings this tour.

Marsh is now waiting to see if the balance prob-
lems that forced opener Chris Rogers off the field

at Lord’s last Sunday also rule his fellow left-hander
out of the third Test. The older son of former
Australia opener Geoff Marsh, Shaun’s 14 Tests
have yielded just two hundreds — 141 against Sri
Lanka at Pallekelle in 2011 and 148 against South
Africa at Centurion in 2014.

Last year also saw him suffer the agony of being

run out for 99 in the Boxing Day Test against India
in Melbourne. Di Venuto, though, has been heart-
ened by Marsh’s recent form.

“For someone who hasn’t had a history of scor-
ing a lot of hundreds, I think what we’re seeing
recently is fantastic,” he said. “It’s brilliant we’ve got
someone on the fringes ready to go.” —AFP

Form not fitness behind
Clarke’s struggle 

Michael Clarke

DERBY: Chris Rogers returned to Australia
colours on Saturday, albeit running drinks in the
role of 12th man, as he took the first steps
towards proving his fitness to play in next week’s
third Ashes Test against England at Edgbaston.

The 37-year-old opening batsman suc-
cumbed to a sudden bout of dizziness during
the second Ashes Test at Lord’s last Sunday.
There were concerns that Rogers was a victim of
delayed concussion, having been struck on the
helmet by England paceman James Anderson on
the second day of the match. 

But a week of examinations by specialists in
London concluded that Rogers was suffering
from a balance problem in the inner ear.

Before the third and final day ’s play in
Australia’s drawn tour match with Derbyshire in
Derby on Saturday, Rogers walked round the
ground and had a gentle knock-up on the out-
field with the bat.

Team doctor Peter Brukner, in a Cricket
Australia statement issued prior to play starting
on Saturday, said: “Chris continues to improve
and has re-joined the team in Nottingham last

(Friday) night.  “He will continue to increase his
level of activity over the next couple of days and
will be closely monitored by team medical staff.”

Australia all-rounder Mitchell Marsh, who
took four wickets on Saturday, said of Rogers:
“He’s back to his normal chirpy self. It’s always
nice to have ‘Bucky’ around the group. 

“I’m sure he’s feeling much better now, so
we’ll have to wait and see. I’m sure he’s going to
train over the next few days.”

At Lord’s, after two overs’ play last Sunday,
Rogers crouched down by the side of the pitch
and then sat motionless before eventually going
off on 49 not out. 

Rogers played no further part in Australia’s
crushing 405-run win, which levelled the series
at 1-1, having helped establish their strong posi-
tion at Lord’s with a Test-best 173 in the first
innings. 

He was not scheduled to play against
Derbyshire in any event and now has a few more
days to prove his fitness for international cricket
ahead of Wednesday’s start at Birmingham’s
Edgbaston ground. —AFP

Rogers starts out on 
road to recovery


