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SYDNEY: An Australian nurse was
charged yesterday with terrorism
offences for allegedly supporting the
Islamic State group in Syria, after he vol-
untarily returned home from the war-
torn country. The 39-year-old Melbourne
father of five, named in local media as
Islamic convert Adam Brookman, briefly
faced a Melbourne court yesterday after
surrendering to officials in Turkey on
Tuesday, Australian Federal Police said.

Brookman, who arrived back in
Australia on Friday night, was charged
with one count of knowingly providing
support to a terrorist organization, IS,
which carries a maximum jail time of 25
years. He faces up to 10 years in prison
for a second charge of performing serv-

ices with the intention of supporting a
person, or persons, to engage in a hos-
tile activity in a foreign state.

“Matters such as this ultimately con-
cern community safety, and we make no
apology in taking action against people
who may bring a radicalized ideology,
and potentially other skills, back to
Australia,” Assistant Commissioner Neil
Gaughan, national manager for counter-
terrorism with the federal police, said in
a statement.

“There is no evidence of a threat in
Australia in this instance, and the ongo-
ing safety of the community was the pri-
mary factor in all of the arrangements
made to facilitate this individual’s return
to Australia.” Brookman did not apply for

bail in his brief appearance at Melbourne
Magistrates’ Court and was remanded in
custody for a hearing today.  \He told
Fairfax Media in an interview in the past
week he carried out humanitarian work
in Syria and was forced to join the
jihadist group after being injured and
sent to IS-controlled territory. Brookman
added that he eventually fled the mili-
tants and was hiding out in Turkey and
wanting to return home.

Concerns about Australian fighters 
The Australian government has been

increasingly concerned about the flow
of fighters to Iraq and Syria to join
extremist groups such as IS, saying some
120 Australians are in the region with

160 militants at home supporting them.
Canberra raised the terror threat level to
high in September, and has conducted
several counter-terrorism raids in various
cities since then.

The government has also passed a
number of national security laws and
last month introduced legislation to strip
dual nationals of their Australian citizen-
ship for terrorism links. It is not clear
whether Brookman is a dual national.
The charges against Brookman came as
the family of 23-year-old Reece Harding,
from the Gold Coast, said farewell to
their son at a Kurdish funeral service in
Melbourne.

Hundreds of mourners gathered at a
community centre to pay tribute to

Harding, who died after he stepped on a
landmine while fighting with Kurdish
forces against IS in Syria. His coffin was
carried into the service draped with the
flags of Australia and the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units, while mourn-
ers chanted “A martyr never dies, they
live on through us”, the Australian
Associated Press reported.

“I just want you to know that I will
carry on what Reece tried to do,”
Harding’s mother Michelle told the
mourners. “It makes things a little bit
easier, losing Reece, that we now under-
stand the difference with the Kurdish
nation and we understand a bit more
about what a noble, respectful, kind
people you are. I truly thank you.” — AFP 

Australian nurse returns from IS, charged with terrorism offences

TOKYO: Firefighters inspect a house damaged by fire caused after a light plane crashed into a residential area. — AFP 

TOKYO: Three people were killed yesterday
when a small plane crashed into a Tokyo suburb
shortly after takeoff, police said, leaving nearby
homes and cars ablaze and the charred remains
of the fuselage lying in a burnt-out residence.
The single-engine propeller aircraft with a 36-
year-old pilot and four passengers on board
crashed at around 11:00 am (0200 GMT) shortly
after leaving Chofu airport on the outskirts of
the Japanese capital, public broadcaster NHK
reported.

“Two people from the airplane are confirmed
dead and a person believed to be a local resi-
dent has also died,” a spokesman for Tokyo
Metropolitan Police Department told AFP. “Three
other people from the airplane and two others
on the ground were injured. Their condition is
unknown.” Local media reports said earlier that
two men, including the pilot, and a woman on
the ground were killed in the fiery crash.  An AFP
photographer at the scene saw rescuers rushing
to an ambulance carrying two victims on cov-

ered stretchers with the remains of the charred
fuselage of the Piper PA-46 nearby. At least three
houses and two cars were on fire in the residen-
tial district of Chofu just some 500 meters from
the airport.

The crash also damaged the roofs of other
houses nearby while the plane’s fuselage was
left upside down in the charred remains of a
home. “At first I  thought a large truck had
crashed into a neighboring house as I heard the
ground shake and then I then saw this ferocious
smoke,” a female witness told AFP.

Residential area 
Television footage showed firefighters bat-

tling the blaze. The plane came down in an area
near a school, sports stadium and shopping
plaza. “I thought it was flying quite low and then
I heard a bang,” a local resident who witnessed
the crash told NHK. The plane was bound for
Izuoshima Island in the Pacific some 100 kilome-
ters south of central Tokyo for a one-day training

flight, local media said.
An official at Nippon Aerotech, which owns

the plane, apologized for the crash and told
reporters that the cause of the accident was
being investigated. The passengers may have
been pilots-in-training, according to local media.
“This place is close to the airport but I’m sur-
prised because I had never thought that an air-
plane would crash,” an 82-year-old woman told
public broadcaster NHK. Police are investigating
the accident on suspicion of professional negli-
gence resulting in death, reports said.

“I have lived here for a long time and get
used to the noise of light planes, but it was obvi-
ously abnormal,” Kotaro Sunaga, a 32-year-old
businessman, told Jiji Press. The airport, run by
the Tokyo Metropolitan government and with an
800-metre runway, remains closed following the
accident. The weather agency said it was clear
and sunny with little wind near the airport, while
NHK said the plane passed an annual checkup in
May. — AFP 
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Aircraft sets residential district house, cars ablaze

China sends religious 

cult members to jail 
BEIJING: A total of 14 members of a
Chinese religious cult have been jailed for
up to three years, state media said yester-
day, the latest sentences after two mem-
bers were executed this year for killing a
woman. Nine members of the banned
Quannengshen group were convicted of
“undermining the implementation of laws
by making use of cult organizations”, the
official Xinhua news agency said, citing
prosecutors in the central province of
Hubei. The sentences ranged from 18
months to three years, the agency quoted
local authorities as saying yesterday.

It added that on Saturday a court in the
northeastern province of Liaoning sen-
tenced five cult members to prison terms
of two or three years.  The agency said the
punishments were for “spreading cult prop-
aganda”.  Followers of Quannengshen,
whose name can be translated as Church of
Almighty God, believe that Jesus has been
reincarnated as a Chinese woman-the wife
of the cult’s founder.

The organization appeared in the 1990s
and the founder and his wife fled to the
United States in 2000, Xinhua said. A father
and daughter who belonged to
Quannengshen were executed in February
after being convicted of beating a woman
to death at a McDonald’s restaurant, report-
edly after she rebuffed their attempts to
recruit her.  

Three others convicted over the attack-
including another of the executed man’s
daughters-were given prison terms rang-
ing from seven years to life.  Earlier this
month Xinhua reported that the spiritual
leader of a Chinese Buddhist sect would
be prosecuted for financial and sexual
offences.  China has cracked down harshly
on religious groups, mostly notably on
the Falungong movement which was
banned in the late 1990s. It has submitted
to its rubber-stamp parliament a new law
which includes harsher punishments for
those involved in “cults or superstitious
activities”. —AFP 

Philippines’ Aquino struggles 

with legacy as clout fades
MANILA: Philippine President Benigno
Aquino addresses parliament for the last
time today, racing to secure fragile legacies
of peace in the war-torn south and a
stronger economy. Aquino will make his
final “State of the Nation Address” with his
political clout fading and struggling to
choose a successor for next year’s elections
that would continue with his agendas, ana-
lysts told AFP.

A peace treaty with the country’s largest
Muslim rebel group, aimed at ending
decades of fighting that has claimed
120,000 lives, is in peril as a draft law granti-
ng self-rule to the Muslim minority is
stalled in parliament. Meanwhile, economic
growth slowed to a three-year low of 5.2
percent in the first quarter.

“He is entering his lameduck phase and
he’s losing influence by the day,” said
Ramon Casiple, executive director of the
Institute for Political and Electoral Reform.
“He should use his remaining political capi-
tal and tell Congress to pass the BBL,”
Casiple said, referring to the draft
Bangsamoro Basic Law that would create
the autonomous Muslim region in the
south and is the centerpiece of the peace
plan.

The measure has languished in parlia-
ment due to outrage over the deaths of 44
police commandos in an encounter with
Islamic rebels, including from the main
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), in
January. Aquino is indeed expected to urge
parliament today to quickly pass the law,
the main barrier to implementing the
peace pact, according to his advisers.

If Aquino does succeed in finalizing
peace with the MILF, it would be one of the
most important legacies of his presidency,
according to Casiple and other analysts. A
stronger economy is the potential major
legacy for Aquino, although it is more tenu-
ous as it will be dependent on whether his
successor will continue with his reforms.

Entrench and expand 
In the Philippines, presidents can only

serve a single six-year term, so Aquino is
banking on anointing a successor who can
entrench and expand on his administra-
tion’s work. Much of his economic reforms
have centred on tackling massive corrup-
tion that has for decades held back the
economy. Aquino has had notable success-
es, with the Philippines earning investor
grade credit ratings for the first time and
overseeing some of the strongest econom-

ic growth rates in Asia before this year’s
slowdown.

“But it’s a fragile legacy, in the sense that
it takes longer than a six-year term for anti-
corruption measures to stick,” said
Jonathan Ravelas, chief market strategist at
BDO Unibank. One of the big themes of
Aquino’s address to parliament is expected
to be a call to the nation to choose the
right successor to press on with his anti-
graft campaign.

“In less than a year, the Filipino will
again be at a crossroads,” Aquino said in a
speech last week, while inspecting a new
dam project, that he is expected to echo
today. “My only advice: pick a leader who
will be true to his promise, not someone
with empty promises, not someone who
will take advantage of you or steal from
you.”

Succession woes
The problem is, with 10 months before

the election, Aquino cannot yet even
choose himself. Aquino’s preferred choice
has long been seen as Interior Secretary
Mar Roxas, his longtime ally, family friend,
Liberal Party stalwart and reliable econom-
ic administrator. But Roxas is languishing in
surveys and there is a strong chance he
would be easily beaten by the opposition’s
charismatic leader, Jejomar Binay.

At the 2010 elections, Binay crushed
Roxas in their contest for the vice presiden-
cy. Aquino’s other choice is first-term sena-
tor Grace Poe, who owes her immense pop-
ularity to being the daughter of famed,
deceased movie star Fernando Poe. Her
father lost the 2004 presidential elections
in controversial circumstances, with his
camp insisting Gloria Arroyo stole one mil-
lion votes that cost him victory.

But while popular and widely regarded
for her personal honesty, Poe has relatively
little political experience and is not even a
member of Aquino’s Liberal party. “If I had
my way, I (would have) announced my
choice yesterday,” an exasperated Aquino
said last week when asked about who he
wanted to succeed him. Capitalizing on the
uncertainty is Binay, a former Aquino ally
who has in recent years faced a barrage of
corruption allegations that have raised con-
cerns about the nation’s path under his
helm. Either way, Aquino faces a gamble,
according to Ateneo de Manila University
political science professor Benito Lim. “If
Aquino endorses a loser, everything he
worked for will go to waste,” Lim said. — AFP

MANILA: Activists march near the house of Philippine President Benigno Aquino
with an effigy (background) depicting Aquino as a monster, one day ahead of
Aquino’s “State of the Nation Address”. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A Bollywood super-
star and a former senior judge yes-
terday urged India’s top court to
consider sparing the life of a con-
victed bomb plotter due to be
hanged this week. The Supreme
Court is expected today to hear a
last-ditch appeal from Yakub
Memon, a key plotter of a series of
bomb attacks that killed hundreds
in Mumbai two decades ago.

The court had last week reject-
ed a final appeal from Memon,
paving the way for his execution
on Thursday after more than two
decades in jail.  But his lawyers
lodged the last-minute appeal,
saying his execution date of July
30 had been set unlawfully back in
April, before all legal avenues to
appeal were exhausted.

Salman Khan, a hugely popular
actor who was himself convicted
in May of a deadly hit-and-run
accident, described Memon as
innocent.  “One innocent man
killed is killing the humanity,” Khan
said on Twitter where he has 13.1
million followers. “Get Tiger, hang
him. Parade him not his brother,”
Khan said referring to Memon’s
brother Tiger, who police say mas-
terminded the attacks and is still
on the run.

Muslim underworld 
Eleven people have been con-

victed over the 1993 attacks, the
deadliest in India’s history. The
Bombay Stock Exchange, the
offices of Air India and a luxury

hotel were among the targets of
the March 1993 blasts, which killed
257 people in India’s commercial
capital. The attacks were believed
to have been staged by Mumbai’s
Muslim-dominated underworld in
retaliation for anti-Muslim violence
that killed more than 1,000 people.

Former Supreme Court judge
Harjit Singh Bedi said the court

should take notice of  repor ts
M e m o n  h a d  co o p e r a te d  w i t h
investigators and returned vol-
untarily from Pakistan where he
fled after the blasts. In a letter in
the Sunday Express newspaper,
Bedi said the court should exam-
ine whether these count as miti-
gating circumstances and refer
the case back to the trial court

for consideration. Memon’s wife
Rahin pleaded with the judiciary
t o  c o m m u t e  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s
death sentence to life in prison.
“I have full faith in the judiciary.
I  ask for pardon from the gov-
ernment of India for Yakub so his
death sentence can be commut-
ed,” Rahin told the NDT V news
network. — AFP 

Bollywood star, judge urge 

clemency for riot bomber

NEW DELHI: A small group of right wing Hindu activists burn an effigy of Bollywood star Salman Khan. —AP  


