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YAOUND: A suspected 12-year-old girl sui-
cide bomber killed 20 people in an attack on
a bar in Maroua in the far north of Cameroon,
state television said yesterday, just days after
13 died in twin bombings in the city blamed
on Boko Haram. The bomber blew herself up
among Saturday night revelers in the popu-
lar bar, injuring at least 79 others, state TV
reported. An earlier toll put the number of
dead at 14. There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the attack, but the north of
the country has been repeatedly targeted by
Nigeria-based Boko Haram extremists. 

“A girl of around 12 blew herself up
between two takeaway sales points.  Security
forces have sealed off the area and have
made several arrests,” the state TV channel
said. The atrocity came a day after Boko
Haram were also blamed for a wave of a
attacks on villages across the border in north-
eastern Nigeria that left at least 25 dead and
forced hundreds more to flee their burning
homes.  Cameroon’s army has joined the
regional military offensive against the
extremists after suffering repeated deadly
raids into its territory.

Third bomb attack by girls 
Maroua-the commercial hub of the

extreme north of Cameroon close to the
Nigerian and Chadian borders-was already
reeling after 13 people were killed in twin
suicide bombings on Wednesday in a central
market and in a nearby neighborhood by
two teenage girls. A police officer at the
scene of the bar bombing said he had count-
ed “12 bodies” shortly after the attack but the
toll later rose. A resident told of “a loud explo-
sion”, saying they had learnt there was an
attack at the Boucan bar, a large and popular

nightspot. Maroua has been under heavy
security for months as the threat from Boko
Haram has grown, with motorbikes-which
the insurgents often use to stage their raids-
banned from the streets after dark. Boko
Haram has recently stepped up its attacks in
the restive Lake Chad region despite a major
regional offensive against the extremists.
Over the past two years the group has car-
ried out several cross-border raids and
abductions in northern Cameroon but the
country, which is playing a key role in a
regional fightback against the jihadists, had

previously been spared suicide attacks. 
Last week, Cameroon extended a ban on

full Islamic veils in parts of the country as it
seeks to curb the threat from female suicide
bombers. The full veil was already banned in
the northern and western regions of the
country. Muslims make up around one quar-
ter of the population. It is now also forbidden
in the east. A new, five-nation force-from
Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin is
due to deploy by July 30 to take on the mili-
tants, whose six-year insurgency has left at
least 15,000 dead.  — AFP 

Child suicide bomber kills 20 in Cameroon bar blast

NAIROBI: President Barack Obama told
Kenyans yesterday that their country is at
a crossroads and urged them to “choose
the path to progress” by continuing to
root out corruption, confront terrorism
and be more inclusive of women and
girls. Closing out a historic visit to the
land of his father’s birth, Obama said
Kenya has come so far in just his lifetime,
but can go even further. “You can choose
the path to progress, but it requires mak-
ing some important choices,” he said in a
speech to several thousand Kenyans
packed into an indoor arena here in
Kenya’s capital, a normally bustling place
that largely has been on lockdown dur-
ing Obama’s stay. Thousands more
Kenyans lined Obama’s motorcade route
to the arena and his roughly 40-minute
speech was broadcast on TV.

Obama became the first sitting US
president to visit Kenya with his arrival

last week, years after he was first elected
in 2008 and after many Kenyans had
grown restless waiting for the man they
consider a local son to return. Obama
previously had come in 2006 when he
was a US senator. He was introduced at
the arena by Auma Obama, his sister on
his father’s side of the family, who pre-
sented him to the audience as “my broth-
er, your brother, our son.”

The president traced the history of
Kenya’s evolution, from colonialism and
isolation to independence and global
engagement since it won independence
from the British just over 50 years ago, in
December 1963. But Obama said chal-
lenges remain. He urged Kenyans - par-
ticularly its future leaders - to deal with
corruption and tribal conflict, create
opportunity for all, improve education
and health care, treat women better and
confront the threat of terrorism.

‘Build your future’ 
“When it comes to the people of

Kenya, particularly the youth, I believe
there is no limit to what you can achieve,”
he said. “Because of Kenya’s progress -
because of your potential - you can build
your future right here, right now.” The
speech struck many of the same notes
that Obama has hit in remarks during
past visits to Africa, urging the conti-
nent’s leaders to shape up and not look
to others to determine their destiny. He
said corruption was not unique to Kenya
but described the pervasiveness of it in
Kenya as a “cancer” that is holding back
every aspect of economic and civic life
like an “anchor.”

Obama noted Kenya’s booming
economy - it has one of the fastest-grow-
ing economies in Africa - and asked that
the country’s economic gains be shared
more broadly with all Kenyans. He urged

an end to old tribal and ethnic divisions
that he said are “doomed to tear our
country apart” and urged Kenya’s leaders,
as he did President Uhuru Kenyatta dur-
ing their meetings on Saturday, to con-
front the terrorist threat posed by Al-
Shabab militants based across the bor-
der in Somalia. The group has killed
scores in Kenya in brazen attacks carried
out in the past two years.

Obama also pressed for more toler-
ance and respect of women and girls,
calling for an end to violence against
women, forced marriages for girls who
should otherwise be attending school,
sexual assault and the tradition known as
“genital mutilation.” “These traditions
may date back centuries. They have no
place in the 21st century,” he said.
Kenyatta has taken steps to tackle cor-
ruption by suspending four Cabinet sec-
retaries and 16 other senior officials amid
an investigation into allegations of dis-
honesty. But the suspensions have been
met with skepticism by the public
because past suspensions of senior offi-
cials haven’t resulted in anyone being
convicted of a crime. Some officials even
returned to their jobs before investiga-
tions were complete.

Sky-high expectations 
Kenyatta has been under public pres-

sure to act following reviews of his 2-
year-old regime, published in local
media by opposition and economic
experts, claiming that his administration
is more corrupt than previous govern-
ments. Even before arriving last week,
Obama tried to rein in Kenyans’ sky-high
expectations for his trip. Red carpets and
heavy security are standard for presiden-
tial trips, but family streaming in from the
countryside for a reunion isn’t. Obama
said he had a good time catching up
with his extended family over dinner
Friday night. — AP 

Obama: Kenya at crossroads

between peril and promise 
Treat women better and confront the threat of terrorism

PARIS: Paris police were searching for a car that
struck a taxi and crashed through barricades set
up near the Tour de France finish line yesterday
morning, drawing police fire hours before the
arrival of the cyclists and spectators. Police said
they didn’t suspect terrorism.

The car escaped with at least two occupants
who were apparently unharmed after police
opened fire on the vehicle in the Place de la
Concorde, where the cyclists make their final tri-
umphant rounds to conclude the race, said a
union police official and a government official
with knowledge of the incident. Tour de France
officials said the race wouldn’t be affected by the
incident. Paris has been on edge since double
attacks in January by Islamic extremists on the
French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo and a
Kosher grocery killed 20 people, including the
three attackers. Thousands of police and soldiers
were deployed on the streets after the attack to
protect sensitive sites and tourists attractions.

The official said police saw little chance of links
between yesterday’s incident and the Tour de
France, or terrorism, but cautioned that prudence
was necessary as long as the car’s occupants were
on the loose. The official said the running hypoth-
esis was that the car’s occupants had left one of
the nightclubs in the ritzy neighborhood, were
intoxicated or had taken illegal substances and
didn’t want to submit to a police check.

Struck a taxi 
The official said the car was first spotted on a

street that feeds into the nearby Champs-Elysees,
the famed avenue where thousands gather to
watch the final laps of the Tour de France, and
where crowd control barriers were being put in
place. The car skirted the area and struck a taxi at
the Place de la Concorde near the start of the
Tuileries Gardens, the official said. Police officers
then opened fire. The official provided details on
condition he not be identified because an investi-
gation was ongoing. It is extremely rare for gunfire
to be heard at the Place de la Concorde, a luxury
tourist haunt across the Seine River from the
National Assembly, the lower chamber of the
French Parliament. The official put the time of the
incident at 7:50 a.m. (0550 GMT) - just under 10
hours before riders are due in the French capital.
Initial reports put the time at a few hours later,
around 11 am (0900 GMT, 5 am EDT).

Luc Poignant, spokesman for the SGP police
union, said officers were finishing setting up the
barricades for the race when the car tried to crash
through the barriers. Officers opened fire on the
car, which ultimately drove away. Poignant told
the BFM television network that no officers were
injured. The final stage of the Tour de France is
due to begin at 4:35 pm leaving from Sevres, a
town southwest of Paris. The riders are due to
arrive in the French capital at around 5:30 pm and
do 10 laps around the Champs-Elysees before fin-
ishing at Place de la Concorde at about 7 pm
Hundreds of thousands of people gather in the
Place de la Concorde and the Champs-Elysees for
the race’s final leg. — AP 

Police open fire on car 

at the Tour de France 

NAIROBI: People in Nairobi yesterday gave a muted
and measured response to US President Barack
Obama’s firm support for gay rights during his visit to
Kenya. Standing alongside President Uhuru Kenyatta
outside State House on Saturday, Obama answered a
journalist’s question on gay rights by drawing equiva-
lence between homophobia and racism.

“As an African-American in the United States I am
painfully aware of what happens when people are
treated differently under the law,” Obama said. The
comparison is particularly stinging in Kenya, which, like
other African countries, has a proud history of resisting
and overcoming colonial rule by white foreigners.
“When you start treating people differently-because
they’re different-that’s the path whereby freedoms
begin to erode, and bad things happen,” said Obama,
adding that treating people differently “because of who
they love is wrong, full stop.” “I’ve been consistent all
across Africa on this,” said Obama, who previously
spoke in support of gay rights during a visit to Senegal
in 2013.

Then, President Macky Sall replied that his country
was “not ready” to decriminalise homosexuality, which
is illegal in 35 African countries and carries the death

penalty in four, according to campaign group Amnesty
International. On Saturday, Kenyatta repeated his argu-
ment that, for Kenyans, gay rights is “really a non-issue”.
He said it was an area of disagreement for Kenya and
the US. “There are some things we don’t share, that our
society, our culture, don’t accept,” Kenyatta said.

‘Spirit of gayism’ 
Edna Kendi, a 29-year old software developer was

unimpressed by Obama publicly advocating gay rights.
“He has to respect our culture,” she said.  “People can be
gay but they should do so in private and quietly.” Kendi
urged Obama to “stick to issues that are pertinent to
the visit,” for her, corruption and trade.

Moses Abok, a 49-year old motorbike taxi driver
waiting for customers beneath a shady jacaranda tree,
echoed Kenyatta’s view. “To me, it doesn’t matter. The
spirit of gayism is inside just a few people,” he said using
a common Kenyan term for homosexuality. “It’s not a
big deal for us.” But Abok also welcomed Obama’s
words. “What he said is we should value all people, we
shouldn’t alienate or eliminate those people, because
they are part of us, they are human beings,” he said.

Ruo Maina, a 50-year old businessman in the manu-

facturing industry who had popped out to buy the
Sunday papers, said what you do at home is nobody’s
business. “As long as you do it in private, we don’t care,”
he said. Maina was not interested in public debates on
gay rights, but added that Kenya’s vocal anti-gay
extremists are equally indulging in unnecessary “provo-
cation”. “We don’t need to be saying it is deviant,” he
said. Deputy President William Ruto periodically
addresses evangelical Christian churches to warn
against homosexuality. There is “no room” for gays in
Kenya he told worshippers in May, and in July railed
against the US for allowing “gay relations and other
dirty things.” Anti-gay firebrand Irungu Kangata leads a
cross-party caucus seeking to have the country’s exist-
ing anti-homosexuality laws-which include a maximum
14-year sentence-to be strictly applied and makes fre-
quent media appearances to explain that “gayism” is a
lifestyle choice that can and should be unmade.

Vincent Kadala, an aspiring politician whose
Republican Liberty Party has no seats in parliament,
threatened to rally 5,000 naked men and women in
order to show Obama “the difference between a man
and woman”. The promised protest attracted a lot of
media attention but was never held. —AFP 

Kenyans: No problems with 

gays but keep it to yourself

ADDIS ABABA: Like the visit to Kenya, President
Barack Obama’s trip to Ethiopia represents the
first time a sitting US president has been to this
East African country and according to its govern-
ment, it is a sign of the nation’s growing stature.

Grave concerns remain, however, over political
freedoms in this nation of more than 90 million -
Africa’s second largest - and opposition figures
fear that the visit, coming on the heels of an
improbable 100 percent ruling party win in elec-
tions, will give international legitimacy to a repres-
sive government. With its history of pan-African
activism, Ethiopia is also the home of the African
Union and tomorrow Obama will be addressing
the whole continent from the organization’s new
headquarters in Addis Ababa. 

After centuries of ties - the first bilateral trade
agreement was signed in 1903 - only now is a US
president visiting, noted Communication Minister
Redwan Hussein. “The choice by a sitting US
President to visit us was made because we have
become more visible and important enough to
be visited,” he told The Associated Press. “Being
visited by the first sitting American president will
enhance the confidence and aspirations of
Ethiopians.”

Obama is set to holds talks with his counter-
part Mulatu Teshome as well as Prime Minister
Hailemariam Desalegn and is expected to discuss
the conflict in southern Sudan, confronting the al-
Qaida-linked al-Shabab in Somalia and economic
development. Administration officials have also
promised frank discussions over the lack of press
freedom and political openness in Ethiopia.

In May, the ruling party took all the seats in
legislative elections described by the US and the
European Union as unfair. Woretaw Wassie, a
leader of the opposition Blue Party said members
of his party were arrested ahead of Obama’s visit
on suspicion they would make a fuss. “Visiting a
country which is totally contrary to the values of
the West is very controversial,” he said. “But in any
case, the US believes that engaging can make a
difference so maybe it will be a good opportunity
to put some pressure.” Another touchy subject
would be gay rights which Obama championed
on Saturday in Kenya, calling for equal treatment
for all under the law. “All religions in Ethiopia
should oppose the president if he raises the gay
issue here,” said Memihir Dereje Negash, of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church-linked Weyiniye
Teklehaimanot Association. — AP 

Obama’s visit raises Ethiopia’s 

stature amid rights concerns

ADDIS ABABA: An Ethiopia national flag is seen next to a US flag, in a busy street
ahead of US President Barack Obama’s visit. — AP  

NAIROBI: President Barack Obama delivers a speech at Safaricom Indoor Arena. — AP photos 

The crowd cheers as US President arrives to speak at Safaricom Indoor Arena. 

LONDON: Former Scottish nationalist leader
Alex Salmond said yesterday that another refer-
endum on independence from the United
Kingdom was “inevitable” because of policies
pursued by Prime Minister David Cameron’s
government in London.

“I think a second independence referen-
dum is inevitable,” Salmond told the BBC,
although he would not say when. Salmond
resigned as leader of the Scottish National
Party (SNP) and first minister of the devolved
government in Edinburgh after Scots voted
“no” to independence by 55 to 45 percent in
September. But nationalist feeling has soared
in Scotland since then, and in May’s general
election the SNP won 56 out of 59 Scottish
seats in the House of Commons, making them
the third largest party after the main opposi-
tion Labor party. “I can see three issues which
are moving things towards a second referen-
dum, on a timescale yet to be determined,” said
Salmond, who is still an MP. The first was the
“refusal to deliver the vow”, Cameron’s promise
of more powers to the Scottish government

that was widely credited with swinging the
independence vote. “The vow was about home
rule, devo (devolution) to the max, near feder-
alism to quote (former prime minister) Gordon
Brown. That has not been delivered as yet, at
least in the Scotland Bill,” Salmond said.

The pro-European politician also repeated
concerns about the forthcoming in-out refer-
endum on Britain’s membership of the
European Union, which Cameron has prom-
ised to hold by 2017. “If you had a situation, a
circumstance where Scotland voted to stay in
the European Union in the referendum but
was dragged out by the votes of the people of
England, then that would be a material
change in circumstances,” Salmond said. He
also warned about the continued austerity
drive by Cameron’s Conservative government.
“Instead of getting devo to the max we’re get-
ting austerity to the max, and that divergent
view of what’s right in social terms between
Scotland and England is another issue which is
moving things towards a referendum,”
Salmond said. —AFP 

Ex-leader claims new Scottish

Independence vote ‘inevitable’ 


