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CAIRO: A roadside bombing in Egypt’s
restive Sinai Peninsula wounded 18
police conscripts yesterday, security
officials said. The officials said the blast
targeted a bus carrying the conscripts
in el-Arish as they traveled along a
seafront road in the early morning.
Hospital officials confirmed the casual-
ty figure and said none of those hurt

had life-threatening wounds.
The Egyptian Islamic State affiliate,

which calls itself the militant group’s
Sinai Province, claimed responsibility
for the attack. The claim, in a state-
ment posted on Twitter accounts of
the group’s supporters, could not be
independently verified. Security offi-
cials also said attacks on three sepa-

rate checkpoints later in the day
injured three military conscripts.

In one of the checkpoint attacks,
militants damaged two vehicles
belonging to peacekeeping forces, the
officials said. They added that no
peacekeepers were injured in the
attack south of Rafah. All officials
spoke on condition of anonymity as

they weren’t authorized to discuss the
attacks with journalists.

Sinai-based militants have
launched increasingly sophisticated
attacks in recent months that have
killed dozens of Egyptian soldiers and
police. The latest wave of violence
began after the military overthrew
Islamist President Mohammed Morsi

two years ago. Government forces
have been carrying out an intensified
hunt for Islamic militants in several
northern Sinai towns. But in el-Arish, a
more-densely populated area, govern-
ment forces are more vulnerable to
roadside bombs - which have become
a recurrent weapon used against
troops.—AP 

Roadside bomb wounds Egypt police conscripts

DAMASCUS: In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, Syrian President Bashar Assad delivers a speech.— AP  

DAMASCUS: Syria’s President Bashar Al-Assad
acknowledged the shrinking ranks of his govern-
ment’s army in a rare public speech yesterday,
but insisted the force was still capable of beating
rebel fighters. Speaking in Damascus, Assad also
said any bid to end the conflict that was not
based on fighting “terrorism” would be “mean-
ingless”.

Syria’s army once had around 300,000 mem-
bers, but has been roughly halved in size by
deaths, defections and a rise in draft dodging, a
fact that Assad acknowledged publicly yester-
day. “There is a lack of human resources” in the
army, he said, addressing representatives of eco-
nomic organizations in a speech broadcast live
on Syrian state television.

“The problem facing the military is not relat-
ed to planning but to fatigue,” he added. “It is
normal that an army gets tired, but there’s a dif-
ference between fatigue and defeat,” Assad
insisted. “The word defeat does not exist in the
Syrian army’s dictionary,” he added, telling the
applauding audience that “collapse” was not on
the cards. “We will resist and we will win.”

The rare public acknowledgement of weak-
ness comes amid growing concern in Damascus
about the state of the country’s armed forces. In
early July, a campaign was launched to encour-
age citizens to join the army, with billboards
going up around the capital. The government
has also regularly urged Syrians to perform their

military service and on Saturday Assad decreed
a conditional amnesty for army deserters and
draft dodgers.

‘Army can’t be everywhere’ 
“We must take specific measures to increase

(troop numbers) so they can carry out urgent
missions,” Assad said. “This (amnesty) decree is to
encourage deserters to rejoin the army.”  The
amnesty does not extend to defectors who left
the army to join the uprising against the govern-
ment. Assad’s speech comes after several
months of setbacks for his government, which
faces opponents including Islamic State group
jihadists, Al-Qaeda-affiliated fighters and other
rebel groups.

In recent months, government forces have
been pushed out of almost all of the northwest-
ern province of Idlib, as well as losing the
ancient city of Palmyra. “There were areas where
we wanted to show our commitment,” Assad
said. “But the army cannot be on every part of
the territory.” He appeared to acknowledge that
his government was being forced to concentrate
on holding territory it considers a priority over
other areas. “Sometimes we concentrate our
arsenal and the army in an important area, but
that comes at the expense of other areas, which
become weaker,” he acknowledged. “We are
obliged in certain circumstances to abandon
regions in order to move troops to regions that

we want to hold on to.” 
Experts say Assad’s government has realized

it cannot hold all of Syria and is concentrating
on the areas it considers vital. Those include
Damascus, the central cities of Homs and Hama,
and the coastal areas that include the president’s
heartland.

Talks must focus on ‘terror’ 
The Syrian conflict has proved stubbornly

resistant to several rounds of peace talks, and
the efforts of three UN envoys. Syria’s opposition
insists Assad must step down under any political
deal, and his government says the focus of
negotiations must be tackling “terrorism,” a term
the regime uses for all those who oppose it.

Any political proposal “that is not based on
the fight against terrorism would be meaning-
less,” he said. “As long as terrorism is part of the
external opposition that participates in the dia-
logue... talk of a political solution will be nothing
but empty words.”  That appeared to be a refer-
ence to the Syrian National Coalition, the main
opposition group in exile.

The body is backed by much of the interna-
tional community, which Assad’s government
accuses of supporting “terrorism” in Syria. More
than 230,000 people have been killed in Syria
since the conflict began in March 2011 with anti-
government protests before spiraling into a civil
war after a regime crackdown. — AFP 

Assad says army ‘fatigued’

but will ultimately prevail
Embattled president vows to win bloody civil war 

Govt forces advance in 

S Yemen ahead of truce
ADEN: Pro-government forces battled
retreating rebels on the northern outskirts
of Yemen’s second city of Aden yesterday
ahead of a humanitarian truce declared by
the Saudi-led coalition bombing the Iran-
backed insurgents.

Troops loyal to exiled President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi sought to tight-
en their control of the southern port city
and surrounding areas ahead of the cease-
fire, scheduled to take effect at midnight
(2100 GMT ). But Houthi rebel leader
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi rejected the unilater-
ally declared truce, according to a state-
ment on a Twitter account believed to be
managed by his group, saying it was aimed
at allowing pro-government fighters to
regroup.

It was not immediately possible to con-
tact the Houthis to confirm the remarks.
The impoverished nation has been rocked
by months of fighting between Houthi
Shiite rebels and Hadi loyalists, supported
by the Saudi-led Arab coalition, leaving
thousands dead and many more in need of
urgent aid. Pro-Hadi Popular Resistance
militiamen attacked the Houthis overnight
Saturday on the northern outskirts of Aden,
forcing the rebels out of the areas of
Basateen and Jawala.

New weaponry 
The loyalist forces have been bolstered

by new weaponry and armored vehicles
delivered by the coalition. They also bene-
fited from air support by coalition war-
planes, military sources said, adding that
dozens of rebels were killed in the latest
fighting. Seven pro-Hadi fighters were also
killed and 29 others wounded, a medical
source said. Further north, troops loyal to
Hadi forced rebels out of the town of Sabr
in Lahj province, General Fadhel Hassan
told AFP.

Hassan said pro-Hadi troops had taken
the town that links Aden to Huta, the
provincial capital of Lahj, adding that Huta
is the next target before reaching Al-Anad,
the country’s largest airbase. The strategi-
cally important base housed US troops
involved in a long-running drone war
against Al-Qaeda before the fighting forced
them to withdraw. 

In a sudden turn of events, pro-Hadi

forces last week regained control of much
of Aden, which was overrun by Houthi
rebels in March.  Troops trained and armed
by the coalition appeared to have triggered
the shift in the balance in the Hadi loyalists’
favor.

The Houthis and allied renegade forces
loyal to former president Ali Abdullah Saleh
advanced on Aden after Hadi took refuge
in the city following his escape from house
arrest in Sanaa in February. He later fled to
Saudi Arabia which assembled an Arab
coalition that launched an air campaign in
late March against the rebels in a bid to
restore the UN-backed leader.

Aid trickles in 
In Riyadh, Hadi yesterday received the

UN envoy to Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed. The two “discussed coordination
over humanitarian aid delivery within the
framework of the declared truce,” a Yemeni
presidency source said.

The Saudi-led coalition the five-day
truce to allow aid deliveries but said it
reserved the right to respond to “military
activity or movement”. The truce was
announced at Hadi’s request, it said. A UN-
declared six-day truce failed to take hold
earlier this month after it was ignored by
the coalition and the rebels. 

The coalition said at the time it did not
receive a request to halt operations from
Hadi. UN chief Ban Ki-moon said he was
“disappointed” over the failure of the truce.
But desperately needed relief supplies have
recently begun to trickle into Aden after
pro-Hadi fighters secured the city.

A ship carrying 3,000 tons of food sup-
plies from the UN’s World Food Programme
docked in Aden Tuesday, the first UN vessel
to reach the city in four months of fighting.
Other ships from the UN and Gulf countries
followed. On Saturday, a WFP ship carrying
3,400 tons of mixed food supplies arrived in
Aden, WFP spokeswoman Reem Nada told
AFP, adding that the shipment was enough
to feed 192,000 people for a month. The
United Nations says the conflict has killed
more than 3,640 people, around half of them
civilians, since late March. On Friday, the
International Committee of the Red Cross
warned that civilian suffering in Yemen had
reached “unprecedented levels”.  —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Left-wing militants shield themselves behind a sun umbrella as Turkish
anti-riot police fires water cannon to disperse a demonstration in Istanbul’s Gazi dis-
trict. — AFP 

Turkey army blames PKK for 

car bomb as truce unravels

ISTANBUL: The Turkish army yesterday
blamed PKK militants for a deadly car
bomb attack that killed two of its soldiers
in the Kurdish-dominated southeast, as a
fragile truce risked collapsing after Ankara’s
air strikes on rebel positions in Iraq.

Turkey has launched a two-pronged
“anti-terror” cross-border offensive against
Islamic State (IS) jihadists and Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) militants after a wave
of violence in the country, pounding their
positions with air strikes and artillery. But
the expansion of the campaign to include
not just IS targets in Syria but PKK rebels in
neighboring northern Iraq-themselves bit-
terly opposed to the jihadists-has put in
jeopardy a truce with the Kurdish militants
that has largely held since 2013.

The PKK on Saturday said that the condi-
tions were no longer in place to observe
the ceasefire, following the heaviest Turkish
air strikes on its positions in northern Iraq
since August 2011. The car bomb went off
as the soldiers were travelling on a road in
the Lice district of Diyarbakir province late
Saturday, the statement from the local gov-
ernor’s office said.

“Two of our personnel were killed in the
heinous attack, four were wounded,” it said.
The army blamed the “Separatist Terror
Organization” for the attack, using its cus-
tomary phrase for the PKK which it never
refers to by name. It said the victims had
been lured to the site of the attack after the
PKK set three vehicles on fire on the road
linking the cities of Diyarbakir and Bingol.
There was no immediate claim of responsi-
bility.

‘Ceasefire over’ 
The PKK has for decades waged a deadly

insurgency in the southeast of Turkey for
self-rule, a conflict that has claimed tens of
thousands of lives. A peace process that
began in 2013 has so far failed to yield a
final deal. “The ceasefire appears to be
over,” said David Romano, Professor of
Middle East Politics at Missouri State
University in emailed comments, arguing
that the main focus of the Turkish military
campaign was the PKK rather than IS.

Turkish armed forces on Saturday
pressed on with a new wave of strikes
against IS and PKK targets, but there were
no reports of new air raids overnight. The
military wing of the PKK said in a statement
that one PKK fighter in northern Iraq-
named as Onder Aslan-was killed in air
strikes overnight Friday to Saturday and
three others wounded. The president of the
Kurdish-ruled autonomous region in north-
ern Iraq, Massud Barzani, expressed “dis-
pleasure with the dangerous level the situ-
ation has reached,” his office said. With
Washington gladdened by Turkey’s readi-
ness to step up its role in the coalition
against IS, the White House backed Turkey’s
right to bomb the PKK. “Turkey has a right
to take action related to terrorist targets,”
said deputy national security advisor Ben
Rhodes, noting that the US categorizes the
PKK as terrorist group. Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu ordered the campaign
after a week of violence in Turkey which
began on Monday with a suicide bombing
blamed on IS in a town close to the Syrian
border that killed 32.—AFP 

BEIRUT: Trash collection resumed
in Lebanon’s capital Beirut after an
almost week-long crisis that has
seen streets overflowing with
waste and the air filled with the
smell of rotting garbage. The col-
lection restarted after a temporary
deal was found to begin taking
trash to several landfills in undis-
closed locations.

“Coordination is now underway
for trash to be taken from treat-
ment plants to these places and for
the restarting of street sweeping
and collection of trash from the
streets,” the official National News
Agency quoted Environment
Minister Mohamed Mashnuq as
saying late Saturday. He said the
resumption came “after an under-
standing was reached on the areas
where the trash will be treated,”
without specifying where those
areas were.

Beirut and the surrounding
region have been in the grip of a
trash crisis for the last six days after
residents living near the country’s
largest landfill shut it down. The
government pledged last year that
Naameh landfill would be closed
on July 17 and an alternative site be
found. But the date came and went
with no solution found and resi-
dents began blocking the route to
the site in the mountains outside
Beirut.

Initially, the city’s trash collector
stored waste at its facilities, but by

July 20 they were at capacity and
garbage began piling up in the
streets. Experts have urged
Lebanon’s government to devise a
comprehensive waste manage-
ment solution that would include

more recycling and composting to
reduce the amount of trash going
into landfills.

But so far there was no evidence
of such a plan, and there was
already opposition to the tempo-

rary solution. An AFP correspon-
dent saw dozens of protesters
opposed to the use of a landfill in
their area blocking the road south
of Beirut in both directions a bid to
prevent trash deliveries. —AFP 

Trash collection restarts in 

Beirut after landfill crisis

BEIRUT: Lebanese street cleaners start to collect rubbish from the streets of Beirut a week after protesters
shut down the country’s largest landfill leaving piles of uncollected trash all over the Lebanese capital. —AFP 


