
MONDAY, JULY 27, 2015

Obama: Kenya at
crossroads between
peril and promise 

Page 10

Republicans use Trump, TV to make debate cut
Page 9

JERUSALEM: Israeli police yesterday
entered Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque,
one of Islam’s holiest sites, as they
clashed with Palestinians angered by
Jews’ access to the compound on an
annual day of Jewish mourning.
Palestinians threw stones and fireworks
while police fired stun grenades after
security forces entered the Al-Aqsa com-
pound, which is also revered by Jews,
before briefly going inside the mosque
itself.

Police said they went a few meters
into the mosque to shut the doors in a
bid to restore calm and lock in rioters
who were inside. About 300 security
personnel had entered the compound
when the clashes began with about 200
Palestinians, an AFP photographer
reported. The Palestinian foreign min-
istry condemned Israeli authorities for
allowing what they described as
“provocative” visits by hardline Jews. It
was the first time Israeli security forces
had entered the mosque since
November, when clashes with worship-
pers also erupted.

Intrusions by Jews
There were multiple arrests linked to

the latest clashes, which came as Jews
sought to access the mosque com-
pound to mark Tisha B’av, a day com-
memorating the destruction in ancient
times of the first and second temples.
Palestinians were angered by what they
considered intrusions by Jews.  Visits are
allowed, but Jewish prayer at the site is
prohibited.

The hilltop compound in Jerusalem’s
Old City, one of the biggest flashpoints
in the Middle East, is the most sacred
site in Judaism and Islam’s third holiest,

after Mecca and Medina. Jews refer to
the site as the Temple Mount. Police said
Palestinian youths had prepared to
clash with them, spending the night in
the mosque in which they had stored
stones and fireworks, as well as wooden
planks to prevent police from closing
the doors.

Upon seeing police at the northern
steps to the mosque in the morning,
“they began throwing stones at them
and firing fireworks”.  They then barri-
caded themselves in the mosque, from
where they continued to attack the
forces, according to authorities. “In light
of the severe confrontation and the
escalating actions of the rioters and
with the aim of preventing further
injury to police...forces entered a num-
ber of meters inside and closed the
doors to the mosque with the rioters
inside, restoring order,” police said.
Police reinforcements had deployed in
the Old City overnight for fear of unrest
as thousands of observant Jews flocked
to the Western Wall, located below the
mosque complex, for the annual prayer
ceremony.

‘Ready to die’ 
The police said that after their brief

foray into the mosque, they withdrew
and the area was quiet. Access to the
site was later restricted. Protests broke
out in the lanes and alleyways of the
Old City around the mosque, with
demonstrators confronting police and
chanting “Allahu Akbar (God is greatest)”
and police firing stun grenades.

Some vowed to protect Al-Aqsa, with
one man saying the holy site “is in our
blood”. “We are ready to die,” said Khaled
Tuffaha, a 46-year-old Palestinian shop

owner. “Everybody is ready to die.” One
22-year-old Jewish religious student,
carrying a Torah holy book and who said
he was briefly in the compound during
the clashes, argued that Jews and
Muslims should share access. “One day
for Jews, one day for Muslims,” said the
student, Josef Maklov. Police said that a
young Jewish man attempted to enter
while wearing phylacteries-small leather
boxes containing sacred texts worn by
observant men during morning prayer.
When told to remove them, the man
resisted and grabbed hold of railings,
biting a policeman who tried to remove
him before he was arrested.  

At least three stone-throwers were
arrested and four police were lightly
wounded, authorities said. One
Palestinian man was seen bleeding from
the head and protesters spoke of fur-
ther injuries, but details were not imme-
diately clear.  Hamas, the militant
Islamist movement which rules the Gaza
Strip, said Israeli police entering the
mosque amounted to a “dangerous
escalation”.

“Our people and its factions and
resistance will not stand idly by in the
face of this aggression,” Hamas
spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri said in a
statement. After Israeli police entered
the mosque in November, Jordan-one
of the very few Arab states with diplo-
matic relations with Israel-recalled its
ambassador. Israel seized east Jerusalem
in the Six Day War of 1967 and later
annexed it in a move never recognized
by the international community. Israel
considers all of Jerusalem as its indivisi-
ble capital, but the Palestinians claim
the eastern sector as capital of their
promised state. — AFP 

Clashes rock Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque
Israeli police enter holy site, block Arab youths

JERUSALEM: Israeli border police officers detain a
Palestinian youth in the Old City of Jerusalem yester-
day. (Inset) Israeli border police officers detain a
Palestinian and a Jewish settler. —AP photos 

NEW YORK: The first Hispanic to run the
FBI’s largest field office almost never got
there. As a school teacher in the late 1980s,
Diego Rodriguez applied to join the FBI. But
when it called hoping to recruit a Spanish
speaker as part of a diversity drive, his
response was, “I’m really happy teaching.
Thanks, but no thanks.” Rodriguez eventual-
ly gave in and became a G-man mostly
working drug cases. More than 25 years lat-
er, as assistant director in charge of the FBI’s
New York office, he’s overseeing about 2,000
agents and some the nation’s most impor-
tant terrorism, insider trading, cyber fraud
and public corruption cases.

It’s a potentially high-profile role. But
while law enforcement luminaries like Police
Commissioner William Bratton and US
Attorney Preet Bharara bask in the media
spotlight, Rodriguez has remained largely in
the shadows in his first six months on the
job, reflecting a low-key approach that lets
his agents’ work speak for itself.

“I genuinely care about their cases, but
I’m not a micro-manager,” Rodriguez, 50,
said in a recent interview in his lower
Manhattan office. “They’ve got their own
chain of command. The head of the office
doesn’t need to be meddling in certain
things.” Rodriguez’s modesty is rooted in
humble beginnings: He was born in
Colombia and moved to New York City with
his family as an infant. He spent his child-

hood in working-class Queens, where his
father turned him in to a lifelong soccer fan
by taking him to see the legendary Pele play
for the New York Cosmos.

Drug rings 
After graduating from St John’s

University and teaching middle school
Spanish, he made his career switch and
landed his first FBI assignment in a taskforce
investigating money laundering by South
American and Mexican drug rings. Over the
years, he held various investigative and
supervisory positions in Puerto Rico, Miami
and Washington before being appointed in
2010 to head the New York office’s criminal
division. At the time, the division was
immersed in the groundbreaking investiga-
tion of Wall Street magnate Raj Rajaratnam
and his multi-billion-dollar Galleon hedge
fund. It marked the first time the bureau
had turned to a method familiar in mob and
drug cases - wiretaps - to capture conversa-
tions about insider trading. The wires sunk
the talkative and boastful Rajaratnam, who’s
serving an 11-year prison term. Without
going into specifics, Rodriguez indicated
that it won’t be the last securities fraud case
to feature wiretap evidence.

FBI Director James Comey picked
Rodriguez to head the New York office late
last year, saying he valued “his tactical expe-
rience and his thoughtful and motivating

management style.” Rodriguez arrived as
the office was confronting an evolving ter-
ror threat: Efforts by the Islamic State group
to use the Internet to reach recruits and
inspire them to launch attacks.

The Islamic State “is very good at social
media and manipulating people and get
them to think what they want them to
think,” Rodriguez said. “It’s like gangs that
prey on young vulnerable youths who have
nowhere to go.” His agents and New York
Police Department detectives have made
more than a half dozen recent arrests of sus-
pected Islamic State sympathizers. But the
task of identifying others has become more
difficult by the group’s efforts to steer
recruits to encrypted email and text com-
munications that law enforcement cannot
access - called “going dark.”

“You’re already looking for needles in a
haystack, but it becomes much more diffi-
cult when those you are looking for slowly
disappear in the haystack,” he said. That
quandary has made Rodriguez an even big-
ger believer in law enforcement outreach in
Muslim and other communities to “demysti-
fy” the FBI and build trust. “In the Hoover
days, we owned all the information,” he said.
“That doesn’t exist anymore. Much of the
information is now in the hands of private
industry or the people we serve. ... It’s more
likely Joe Citizen will know or see somebody
radicalizing than an FBI agent will.” — AP 
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NEW YORK: Diego Rodriguez, assistant FBI director in charge of the New York field office, poses outside his office. —AP


