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Iknow so that many of the people I respect and cherish will
not approve my demand in this brief article, but with all
due respect, do bear with me and ‘read’ me out. 
Al-Arabi magazine used to represent Kuwait all over the

Arab world long before it had diplomats and embassies
abroad. I recall presenting a TV program 15 years ago about
Kuwait’s ‘cultural’ messages. According to testimonies made by
many Arab intellects, Al-Arabi magazine was on top of the
vehicles conveying such messages. Many of those intellectuals
confessed that it used to be their mentor, guide, school and
college, and by reading it, they learnt things they had not
known anything about in various stages of schooling. 

This role was played from over 60 years ago when the
entire world and the people themselves were completely dif-
ferent. We did not have the media we have today and most
Arab countries, including Kuwait, had not yet known TVs.
Therefore, Al-Arabi played the role they all play nowadays.
Readers used to fight for their copies of the magazine unless
they had already booked and ordered them. However, this
phenomenal state ceased to exist over two decades ago and

fewer people read it after it used to nurture so many minds,
enlightening them with knowledge. 

However, with modern changes in the means we use to
gain knowledge in the age of the Internet that grants access to
information as old as the beginning of time, Al-Arabi is no
longer considered a treasure trove of knowledge because
knowledge ‘hunters’ started seeking it elsewhere, where
things are much easier to look up. 

Well, with this condition in mind, we do have to show
some respect to Al-Arabi’s legacy and stop publishing it to
avoid subjecting it to the same fate of a beautiful maiden who
used to have many lovers, but they all abandoned her now
since she grew older with wrinkles and grey hair and started
lamenting and longing for the days when she was younger
and more beautiful! 

We have to use the ‘bullet of mercy’ with Al-Arabi maga-
zine. I do admit that my heart breaks while making such a
demand, but it would be much better to ‘retire’ it before it loses
much of its historic glamour.  —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Bullet of mercy

Al-Anbaa

By Saleh Al-Shayji

Al-Jarida

Ihave a one-sided love story with Kuwait Airways, as the
writer of these lines is a permanent traveler aboard its
planes, and I have a golden membership in its Oasis

Club. Yet my suffering aboard its aircraft is like a Mexican
soap opera that never ends. On July 15, I left early in the
morning to board Flight 175 to Frankfort. I arrived at the air-
port three hours early, finished
the check-in process then
headed to the gates, as people
were going to their various
destinations.

The mother of all surprises
was that the air conditioning
system does not work when
the plane is on the ground, then the baggage loader
added to the problem and delayed the flight. The tem-
perature was 45 degrees, and time was near 1:00 pm.
Passengers were inside the aircraft for two hours with-
out air-conditioning, and the problem is that they think

we are being unfair to them.
I will comment here, because I am fed up with com-

menting, because officials including the concerned minister
are not listening, and it seems that there is no intention by
the Cabinet to stop this negligence. Yes, the new aircraft are
an important requirement, and it will offer passengers bet-

ter service, but is the current
administration able to manage
these aircrafts, and are members
of the board ready to discuss
operations of the new aircrafts,
or is it who went first won?

Separately, it is the right of
MP Abdulhameed Dashti to kiss

the head of whoever he wants, but what gives one a
headache is that the voter of the first constituency elects
Dashti and fails Dr Maasouma Al-Mubarak. Was the mes-
sage delivered? I hope so. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

One-sided love

Al-Qabas

By Qaids Al-Usta

The woman was the first to be executed according
to the terrorism law in the United Arab Emirates,
as things were put in order after the ghost of ter-

rorism reached our region in a scary fashion. ‘Al-Reem
ghost’ was executed in an implementation of a court
verdict against her for killing an American mother and
teacher residing in Abu Dhabi in the bathroom of a
mall, and attempting to plant a bomb in front of the
house of an American doctor of Egyptian origin.

The UAE’s highest court charged Reem of adopting
an “extreme religious ideology,” despite her defense’s
attempts to reduce the charges by describing the sus-
pect as psychologically unstable to take away the crim-
inal responsibility from her. The UAE police announced
that the suspect adopted extremist ideology through
the Internet, donated to Al-Qaeda and ran accounts to
spread its ideology, in addition to deliberate homicide. 

Whoever becomes a danger against the society and

spreads fear and horror without referring to the
motives, regardless of their identity, deserves the
severest punishment because they destroy the entire
society, and when the feeling of security and stability is
removed, then any society will be doomed. 

All of us in Kuwait without exception are waiting for
the verdicts in Imam Al-Sadiq bombing case which
shook us all from within when we lost, with the call of
Allahu Akbar when worshippers were prostrating dur-
ing a day of Ramadhan, 27 souls, with the injured
spread out in the country’s hospitals, and some of
them are still suffering from severe injuries. We are all
hopeful that the verdicts will be of the same magni-
tude of the catastrophe that almost destroyed our soci-
ety if it was not for Allah’s grace, the wisdom of our
Amir and solidarity of our society. 

Regardless of the nationalities and motives, and
whether they were men or women, the killers, the
planners and those who widowed women because of
an extreme ideology that wipes out others and
monopolizes life for itself alone because it is the best
according to its sick ideology - this type of ideology
should be uprooted so that no branches of it grow
here and there. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Waiting for 

the verdicts

Al-Qabas

By Iqbal Al-Ahmad

Crime
R e p o r t

Son torches 

mother’s house
KUWAIT: A citizen accused her son of deliberately torching
her house and filed a felony complaint against her son at
Sulaibikhat police station. The 54-year-old woman told
police that the fire, which her son started, damaged the
house’s contents and endangered her life for no apparent
reason. The prosecutor ordered to record it as arson and the
son is being summoned to question him about the incident. 

Saudi men arrested

Three Saudi nationals were sent to state security for
suspicions after they escaped from an inspection point
in Yarmouk. The men were arrested at the airport road
intersection, but no banned material was with them.

Fake maids’ company busted

Residency Affairs Department’s detectives yet again bust-
ed a bogus maids’ office and this time arrested 10 women.
Five of the women are Nepalese, two are Indonesians, two,
Sri Lankans and one is Indian. The maids promoted their
services through social media and charged KD 10 per hour.
They were managed by a bedoon (stateless), who disap-
peared when his network was busted. All of the women
were sent to concerned authorities.

Insulted by neighbor

A citizen complained against her Gulf national neigh-
bor for insulting her at her residence in Qairawan.
Police summoned the neighbor to question her about
those claims. In another incident, two brothers who
are citizens insulted a police officer after he issued
them a traffic citation for the loud music coming from
their car.

Statements

Taxi driver beats passenger

A fight broke out between a taxi driver and a Bangladeshi
passenger over the fare causing injuries to the passenger.
The passenger told Khaitan police that he was beaten hard
by the taxi driver and gave them a medical report to sup-
port his claims. The driver is being summoned by police.

Are members of the board
ready to discuss operations

of the new aircrafts?

We have to use the ‘bullet of
mercy’ with Al-Arabi magazine. I

do admit that my heart breaks
while making such a demand,
but it would be much better to

‘retire’ it before it loses much of
its historic glamour.

The UAE’s highest court
charged Reem of adopting an
“extreme religious ideology,”

despite her defense’s attempts to
reduce the charges by describing

the suspect as psychologically
unstable to take away the crimi-

nal responsibility from her.

Drug arrests

Three bedoons and an Egyptian were arrested in Taima
with five bags of shabu (meth) and paraphernalia and
were sent to the Drugs Control General Department
(DCGD). Also, a Gulf national was arrested following a
chase for being under the influence and possession of
narcotics. The arrest was made in Sulaibiya and the
man was sent to DCGD. Also, security men arrested a
citizen who had three envelopes of heroin and 20 nar-
cotic pills on him. The citizen resisted arrest and
attempted to escape before being brought under con-
trol by Hawally police. The suspect was sent to con-
cerned authorities. 

Illegal cash transfer

A suspect transferred KD 630 from the account of a cit-
izen through the internet. The citizen said he discov-
ered the transfers through the bank’s SMS notifica-
tions, so he called the bank and requested to stop the
use of his ATM, before filing the complaint. Police are
investigating. —Al-Rai

Mugged

A Pakistani man told Khaitan police that four juveniles mugged
him, took his KD 88 cash, wallet and smart phone, while threat-
ening him at knife point. Three of the suspects were later
arrested while the fourth escaped. Police are investigating.

Zour refinery

financing to boost

Kuwaiti economy

KUWAIT: Oil sources said Kuwait National Petroleum
Company has obtained approvals of the internal ten-
ders committees to award the Zour refinery tenders to
the consortiums (who bid the lowest prices), expecting
the approval of the Central Tenders Committee (CTC)
this week. The sources said that the financing of Zour
refinery worth KD 4.8 billion ($16 billion) will initially be
30 percent self financed and 70 percent externally,
according to the model of financing of the clean fuel
project.

The sources said there is a big challenge due to the
large amount of external financing funds of the clean
fuel project and refinery at the same time, but they said
that there should be a benefit from the clean fuel expe-
rience, adding that the economic returns on various
sectors will be much bigger than these amounts and
will continue for many years.

The sources said the continuation of Zour and petro-
chemical projects with their costs between $24 to $28
billion will “fire up” Kuwait’s economy in various sectors
- financial, industrial or commercial - and this will direct-
ly reflect on all companies, banks, contractors, manufac-
turers and suppliers. It will also restore confidence in
the oil sector’s decisions in the global market. —Al-Rai

1,304 detained

pending deportation

KUWAIT: The general security department carried out sev-
eral campaigns in the six governorates last week, resulting
in the arrest of 226 visa violators, 107 people wanted on
felony and civil cases, 189 absconders and 594 people who
were not carrying IDs. A security source said the cam-
paigns resulted in the arrest of 1,304 expats of Arab, Asian
and African nationalities including 704 women and 600
men. All are being held at police stations pending depor-
tation. —Al-Qabas

Bombing victims’

relatives to attend

Aug 4 hearing

KUWAIT: More than 50 judicial complaints will be sent
to the courts by the relatives of those killed or injured in
the Al-Sadiq mosque bombing, an informed source said.
They will attend the court session that will be held on
August 4th. The source said a study has been made to
create a special court for the suspects during that ses-
sion, and a suggestion to hold the session at the consti-
tutional court is being contemplated. Unprecedented
security is being considered and only those related to
the case will be allowed to attend. A large number of
defense lawyers will attend to ‘confirm’ that their clients
have nothing to do with the crime. —Al-Qabas

Awqaf Ministry to

promote moderation

KUWAIT: Awqaf Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Financial and Administrative Affairs and Secretary
General of Moderation Fareed Emadi said several visits
will be made to youth diwaniyas in Sulaibiya and Jahra
due to the spread of extremist ideologies in those areas.
Emadi said the ministry will activate the promotion of
moderation in these areas and will intensify procedures
in the stables areas of the country in coordination with
the interior ministry. He said the ministry will monitor
fundraisers who invite youth to their diwaniyas and take
money from them without a license, while they do not
represent any area. He said the moderation center has
prepared 30 initiatives to protect the youth from such
behaviors out of 48 approved initiatives. —Al-Qabas

FM interference

might cost 

state $100m
KUWAIT: Well-informed sources warned ‘undiplomatic’
practices committed by the foreign ministry might cause a
scandal concerning public funds and travelers’ safety. The
sources explained that the ministry did so by interfering in
the new airport terminal project, which is the responsibili-
ty of the commerce ministry and civil aviation by trying to
impose Britain’s ESG company to execute the project at a
cost exceeding $100 million. The sources added that min-
istry asked to indirectly give the bid to the British compa-
ny regardless of tendering and bidding rules. 

Moreover, the sources explained that the civil aviation
had started proper procedures through the Central
Tenders Committee (CTC) until the project’s tender
reached the final stage of offering it for public bidding,
when, through the joint Kuwaiti-British committee, the
foreign ministry started putting pressure on the com-
merce minister to give the project to the British company
directly. “The FM actually arranged a meeting between the
company representatives and MoC and civil aviation offi-
cials during which they demanded an unjustified $400,000
down payment allegedly for fees and other expenses
without even taking a single step in the project,” stressed
the sources, noting that the concerned company has no
record at all in building terminals and that it claimed to be
able to finish the project in nine months, which is impossi-
ble. —Al-Rai

Flies found in KG

meals: Audit Bureau 

KUWAIT: The Audit Bureau announced detecting finan-
cial violations worth KD 4,271,000 related to the educa-
tion ministry’s contracts to provide meals to kinder-
garten kids in various educational zones for the school
year 2014-2015. In its report, the Audit Bureau
announced finding flies in some meals in March, and
according to articles four and five of the contracts
signed with the supplying companies, such violations
should be fined KD 20 per contaminated meal. 

The report also noted that baskets used to carry the
meals to some kindergartens in Ahmadi and Farwaniya
were not clean and that the size of juice packets added
to the meals did not match that mentioned in the con-
tract. The report also noted detecting some items that
were not recommended for children’s consumption, the
overuse of which might cause diarrhea. 

Moreover, the report also noted that expiry dates on
some food items were not clear and that the origin of
some others was unknown, in addition to bad wrapping
and packaging. Responding to the report, MoE stressed
that all violations had been referred to the ministry’s
legal affairs department pending deduction from the
concerned companies and caterers as per their con-
tracts’ conditions and penalty terms. —Al-Rai

Travel ban for 

nonpaying landline 

subscribers

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that the Ministry of
Communications has provided the interior ministry with
lists of landline subscribers, including citizens and expats,
who had not paid their dues to the ministry, requesting
banning any transactions for them in addition to placing
them on travel ban lists. The sources explained that the
new measures had been recommended by a committee
formed by Minister Essa Al-Kandari in April 2014 to collect
dues as recommended by the Audit Bureau amounting in
the millions. The sources underlined that Kandari stressed
collecting dues even for disconnected lines because public
debts do not expire by time. —Al-Jarida

Demand for ‘correcting’

services’ fees

KUWAIT: As oil prices fall, the Cabinet asked government
authorities to collect fees and dues without delay, in addi-
tion to ‘correcting’ services’ fees for citizens and expats. This
was based on the recommendations of the department fol-
lowing the government’s performance, in which it asked
for creating a balance between the fees collected in
exchange of benefiting from services in order to increase
the financial sources, in addition to studying reasons for
the drop in government revenues as well as taking meas-
ures to diversify income. —Al-Qabas


