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KUWAIT: The finance ministry strongly denied
some local papers’ stories published yesterday
concerning the government’s intentions to
increase gasoline prices to 100 fils per liter next
year. 

A statement issued by the ministry explained
that a committee presided by the finance minis-
ter was currently studying the issue comprehen-
sively within a larger study, reconsidering vari-
ous types of subsidies and beneficiaries from
each type. The statement stressed that there was
no intention to partially or entirely lift subsidies
on goods or public services. “The government is
not trying to reduce subsidies, it is rather work-
ing on paying them to real beneficiaries in order
to achieve justice,” the statement said. 

Violating companies
Acting Manpower Authority Director

Abdullah Al-Motoutah said that a new batch of
violating companies would be sent to the
Ministry of Interior for investigations. “We have
been referring 300-400 violating companies to
MOI every month,” he said noting that many vio-
lations had been detected through periodic
inspection while some of the referred compa-
nies had been earlier warned and notified to
check with the authority but they did not. “Some
companies were found in violation of safety
measures,” he added. Further, Motoutah said
that proceedings followed in laborer-employer
conflicts would be unified with less paper work
so that all complaints and conflicts could be
referred to courts within a maximum of one
month. He added that any delay beyond that
period would subject the concerned legal inves-
tigator to accountability.

In addition, Motoutah said that 580 expat
laborers registered with companies suspended
by code 71 had so far benefited from the grace
period given to  legalize their statuses before
August 1st and that around 90 percent of them
had already left the country. 

Kuwaiti Gitmo hearing
US authorities are scheduled to hold a hear-

ing for the Kuwaiti Gitmo detainee, Fayez Al-
Kandary, today pending a final ruling after 12
years of detention without being tried by a court
of law.  Notably, Citizen Fayez Kandary had been
detained at Gitmo prison since 2002 without any
legal cause; He never had a fair trial nor directly
charged of anything so far. Kandary was arrested
by Pakistani authorities in 2002 and handed over
to the US. He attended over four hundred inter-

rogation sessions during which he was brutally
tortured but never changed his plea that he was
innocent. Nonetheless, US authorities still refuse
releasing him without explaining the reason. 

Psychiatric hospital
The criminal court yesterday decided refer-

ring a citizen accused of murdering his ex-wife
to the psychiatric diseases hospital to examine
his mental state and abilities. 

Environmental violations 
Environment Public Authority (EPA) Deputy

Director for Technical Affairs Mohammed Al-
Enezi said that by power of the Environmental
Protection Law, EPA is now authorized to refer
environmental violations directly to prosecution
and that citizens could report any violations they
detect to EPA. 

Preventive detention
Kuwait Lawyers Association (KLA) strongly

criticized the executive intention to issue a
‘necessity’ decree law amending the Penal Law
in terms of preventive detention. “According to
the constitution, necessity decrees can only be
issued in certain cases,” KLA’s chairman, Abdul
Rahman Al-Barrak underlined noting that noth-
ing justifies taking such a measure because such
an amendment would pose violation to both lib-
erties and the constitution. 

Salmi project
Municipal Council member Ahmed Al-

Bughaili accused the government of impeding
major industrial projects as the council had
already allocated 100 kilometers to build an
industrial area in Salmi on March 19, 2013, but
nobody has heard about a single project built
there so far. “Compared to other GCC states,
Kuwait’s industries sector is very small because
government policies do not encourage
investors,” he said underlining that the industries
sector was the only one capable of changing the
nature of Kuwait’s economy. 

Alcohol detection
Lawyer Mohammed Ahmed Taleb recently

urged the interior ministry to equip policemen
at various checkpoints with alcohol detection
devices so they could conduct the test them-
selves on the spot whenever they suspect any
driver of being under the influence. Taleb justi-
fied his demands by the fact that policemen had
recently referred many citizens and expats,
regardless of their jobs and positions, to forensic
medicine for suspicion of being intoxicated
where most of the test results came negative
after having been detained for 48 hours to four
days. “Many of them [may] sue MOI demanding
considerable compensations,” he warned noting
that unless alcohol detection devices were used,
Taleb would sue the ministry to mandate it to
use them. 

Finance ministry refutes 100
fils gas price increase reports

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Yousif Al-Zalzalah stressed his
readiness to use all constitutional tools to grill
First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah concerning the foreign ministry’s
failure to solve the problem of citizen Hanan
Al-Sharaf with Kuwait ’s health office in
Washington. Sharaf is the whistleblower over
some thefts in the Kuwait’s health office but
the public fund ‘mafia’ framed her with false
accusations, the lawmaker said. “Minister Al-
Khaled had promised to investigate the mat-
ter independently and lawmakers are still
waiting to see those promises met,” MP
Zalzalah said pointing out that Sharaf saved
tens of millions of dollars to the state treas-
ury. 

Subaih’s grilling 
Meanwhile, MP Mohammed Al-Enezi has

already started preparing for the grilling of
minister of social affairs and labor, Hind Al-
Subaih, by preparing several inquiries to be
filed against her on the next parliamentary
term including the appointment of the man-
power public authority’s deputy director,
Ahmed Al-Moussa; his reports since 2000;
kindergartens and schools officially subsi-
dized by the ministry; violations detected by
the audit bureau in any of these schools and
subsidized non-governmental organizations,
if any. 

Separately, MP Abdul Hameed Dashti
warned Minister Subaih against ignoring to
respond to parliamentary inquiries concern-
ing violations within MSAL. He also stressed
that he would wait for her responses to the
inquiries made by MPs, Mohammed Tana and
Yousif Al-Zalzalah, before deciding on his atti-
tude towards questioning her.  

Gas prices
MP Hamdan Al-Azmi strongly rejected the

government’s intention to increase gasoline
prices and expressed amazement at what he
described as ‘the government’s persistence to
act against citizens’ interests and to occasion-
ally leak public opinion-provoking news.’ MP
Azmi said that news about such increases
only reflect the government policies’ fragility
and superficiality. Meanwhile, MP Askar Al-
Enezi urged the government to study the
possible consequences of such increases on
various goods prices. He also accused the
government’s decisions of being random and
bureaucratic with the citizen as the least of its
concerns. MP Enezi urged the government to
make a statement explaining the truth about
such plans and warned that the government
would have to  cancel such plans to avoid
having lawmakers tend to their ‘constitutional
responsibilities’. 

Railway tracks 
Kuwait Municipality urged the Public

Authority for Housing Welfare to consider
allocating railway tracks going past Nawaf Al-
Ahmed and Sabriya cities that had already
been approved by the Municipal Council. In
this regard, Municipality Director Ahmad Al-
Subaih said that since the Municipal Council
had approved the railway tracks, they should
be considered in the two cities blueprints. 

Sand mine locations 
Kuwait Municipality is currently working

on a project to set special locations to mine
sand used for construction purposes, said
municipal sources noting that the project
would be executed in four phases starting
with feasibility studies, data collection and
study of suggested locations; field and soil
studies; regulations to use the sites and finally
reporting about the project.  

MP Yousif Al-Zalzalah Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah

Zalzalah warns to grill FM
over health office probe 

Kuwait’s Consul General in Basra Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh is pictured with head of the Basra Provincial Council Sabah Al-Bazoni.

BASRA: Kuwait’s Consul General in Basra Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh
speaks during a press conference with head of the Basra Provincial
Council Sabah Al-Bazoni. — KUNA Kuwait’s Consul General in Basra Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh is seen

with head of the Basra Businessmen Union Sabeeh Al-Hashemi.

Kuwait reiterates keenness on
turning over new leaf with Iraq

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Consul General in Basra
Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh has reaffirmed
eagerness on turning over a new leaf with Iraq
and establishing bilateral ‘brotherly and diplo-
matic ties’ for the good of people in the two
countries.

Sabbagh made the statement during a
press conference yesterday with head of the
Basra Provincial Council Sabah Al-Bazoni and
other members after both sides had talks. The

new consul is having meetings with Iraqi offi-
cials after he took over. The Kuwaiti diplomat
pointed to “goals and expectations we are
working hard to achieve, topped with estab-
lishing brotherly and diplomatic ties.” He
stressed the historical and social ties between
the two countries. Bazoni expressed optimism
meanwhile over the future of bilateral ties,
especially once the consulate is opened in the
province, which will help attract Kuwaiti

investors to Iraq. Meanwhile, Sabbagh and
head of the Basra Businessmen Union Sabeeh
Al-Hashemi discussed means of boosting bilat-
eral economic and trade ties. During the meet-
ing, Sabbagh underlined that Kuwait is keen
on enhancing ties with Iraq, saying leading
Kuwaiti companies are ready to carry out vital
projects in Basra. He noted that he would also
work on facilitating entry visas for Iraqi busi-
nessmen into Kuwait. —KUNA

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
concluded the second session of Summer
Internship Program 2015. A two week
courses custom-made for high school
and college students aged between 15
and 20 years. The session ended by a visit
to Dickson House Cultural Center where
they were introduced the histor y
through the center’s sections. The stu-
dents expressed their admiration for the
wonderful design of the center.

The Summer Internship Program this
year is made up of different sessions, five-
hour daily over two weeks each. The pro-
gram features a mixture of theoretical
and practical training dedicated to pro-
vide the interns with valuable knowledge
on a variety of subjects such as: team-

work, creative thinking, the means of
self-expression and modern banking, in
addit ion to helping them having a
greater exposure to daily banking work
procedures.

This annual program demonstrates
NBK’s long-standing social involvement
as wel l  as  i ts  nat ional  commitment
towards providing young generations
with the appropriate opportunities to
experience how the actual professional
banking issues and transactions are han-
dled and processed. 

It has been 14 years since the estab-
lishment of this program. NBK views the
Summer Internship Program as an exten-
sion to its educative initiatives and as
part of its corporate social responsibility.

NBK concludes third session of
Summer Internship Program 2015

Amir’s sponsorship to Middle East
Invention Fair deems it international

The students are pictured after the conclusion of the 3rd session.

The students are pictured during a visit to Kuwait Red Crescent Society.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s spon-
sorship to the 8th International Invention
Fair in the Middle East deemed it as one of
the renowned global invention fairs.
Chairman of the organizing committee
and Chairman of the Board of Kuwait
Science Club, Ayad Al-Kharafi made this
remark to the press yesterday, adding that
being part of the efforts of the
International Exhibition of Geneva it was
also deemed as an opportunity for reveal-
ing the culture of invention to societies
and strengthening the existing relation-
ships among the inventors, companies and
corporations.

Kharafi expressed his appreciation to
His Highness the Amir’s sponsorship that

would encourage the Fair’s organizers and
staff to put in more effort in future fairs. He
added that the organizing committee is
working its hardest to invite more inven-
tors, more educational institutions and
universities, and more businessmen and
investors in future events.

He added that the aim of the 8th edi-
tion of this fair was to shed light on suc-
cessful inventions that made it to the mar-
kets, to establish an invention culture in
the Arab countries, to empower and moti-
vate the Arab scientific community, to
strengthen ties of cooperation among the
investors and inventors, and to attract the
largest number of inventors from all over
the world to participate and socialize in
this exhibition. —KUNA


