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Iran launches charm 

offensive in wary Gulf 
Zarif briefs Kuwait on nuke deal • Tehran’s policies won’t change

By Staff Reporter

KUWAIT: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif, in his first foreign trip after the landmark nuclear
accord, urged Tehran’s Gulf Arab neighbors to cooper-
ate to fight against terrorism, but stressed that the
Islamic republic’s policy will not change. “What is need-
ed in this region is not a change in Iranian policy but a
change in the policy of some countries which want con-
flict and war in this region,” Zarif told a press conference
after meeting HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and holding talks with Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah.

He brushed aside claims that Iran is interfering in the
internal affairs of several Arab countries and said that
Tehran has always stood with the people of this region
in fighting against the common threat, which is “terror-
ism, extremism and sectarianism”. 

“Based on this understanding, our message to the
states of the region is that we should fight to confront
the common threat,” Zarif said. He said Iran extends a
hand of cooperation to the region as “Iran seriously
believes that in our region there are common interests
and common threats and we have to cooperate”. 

Continued on Page 13

FDI in Arab

states fell

8% last year
KUWAIT: Foreign direct investment into Arab states
dropped 8.0 percent last year with the United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia accounting for close to half the total fall, a
report said yesterday. Arab states attracted FDI worth $43.9
billion in 2014 compared with $47.5 billion the previous
year, the Kuwait-based Arab Investment and Export Credit
Guarantee Corp said in its report. The figure is still way
below the $66.2 billion attracted in 2010 before the start of
the Arab Spring uprisings in several countries.

UAE topped the list of losses with $10.1 billion - 23 per-
cent of the regional total - followed by Saudi Arabia with
$8 billion, or 18.3 percent.  Egypt came third with $4.8 bil-
lion. The report covered 20 out of the 22 Arab League
states, excluding war-torn Syria and tiny Comoros. FDI
dropped in 15 of them. The six energy-rich states of the
Gulf Cooperation Council drew in the most investment,
accounting for half of the Arab world’s total FDI, according
to the report. Outflows of Arab investments into other
countries dropped 10 percent to $33.4 billion, with Kuwait
topping the list with $13 billion or 39.2 percent of the total,
the report said.— AFP KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarif yesterday. — AFP (See Page 2)
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