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l if e st yle

The guitar that Bob Dylan used to go electric at the
Newport Folk Festival 50 years ago is back in Newport.
“Dylan’s guitar is home,” festival producer Jay Sweet said

through a spokeswoman Friday, the opening day of this year’s
three-day outdoor festival.

Dylan used the Fender Stratocaster in his performance on
July 25, 1965, when he strode on stage in a leather jacket and
launched into the song “Maggie’s Farm.” The performance
drew a mix of boos and cheers from the audience, from some
who were thrilled by the performance and others who felt
abandoned by someone who until then had been best known
for singing protest songs with an acoustic guitar.

The moment is considered one of the most important in
rock history.

Jim Irsay, owner of the NFL’s Indianapolis Colts, bought the
guitar in 2013 for $965,000. It was the most expensive guitar
ever sold at auction. The curator of his rare guitar collection,
Chris McKinney, brought the guitar to the festival Friday, tot-
ing it with him as a carry-on a commercial flight, he said. This
weekend’s festival is paying tribute to Dylan’s performance in
a number of ways, including a still-secret lineup of around a
dozen musicians on Sunday that will not be revealed until
they step on stage. The festival is also hosting a discussion of a
book out this month that examines the performance, and
what led up to it, “Dylan Goes Electric! Newport, Seeger,
Dylan, and the Night that Split the Sixties,” by Elijah Wald.

Our generation’s Shakespeare
Organizers say they also hope the guitar can be played this

weekend, although it has not been played in public in 50
years. It’s not clear yet who will play the guitar, although
Sweet has said repeatedly that while an invitation was extend-
ed to Dylan, he would not be coming to the festival this year.
The last time he played at the Newport Folk Festival was in

2002. “It (the guitar) is such an important part of musical histo-
ry, and Dylan was our generation’s Shakespeare, so it’s our way
to give back and share,” Irsay said.

A pilot who transported Dylan soon after the performance
found the guitar on his plane and tried to return it to Dylan
without success. His daughter auctioned the instrument.
Sweet asked McKinney to make sure it was in playable condi-
tion, so he checked through the instrument and changed the
strings. The original ones Dylan used were thought to have
still been on the instrument. Even though it hasn’t been
played in decades, it still sounded good, McKinney said. “It’s
actually a good playing guitar,” he said.

McKinney said he plans to bring the guitar to the book dis-
cussion on Sunday. He said musicians also will be invited by
the festival to speak on a film about Dylan’s 1965 performance
and play the guitar if they wish. He said Irsay would be thrilled
if any musician wants to play the guitar onstage at this year’s
folk festival.  “In his mind, they ’re made to be played,”
McKinney said. This story has been corrected to show the last
name of the Colts’ owner is Irsay, not Isray. — AP 

50 years later, Dylan’s guitar returns to Newport

In this June 10, 2014 photo, Indianapolis
Colts owner and CEO Jim Irsay holds in

Indianapolis the Fender Stratocaster guitar
that Bob Dylan played at the Newport Folk

Festival in 1965. Irsay purchased it at auc-
tion for just under $1 million. — AP 

Grammy winner Chris Brown
partied in Macau with a
gold-toothed grin officials

said yesterday as a  politically
influential and secretive Christian
church involved in a legal dispute
with American R&B singer Chris
Brown has been caught in a rising
tide of its own troubles, including
allegations of abductions and mis-
use of funds. The Philippine gov-
ernment on Friday opened an
investigation into allegations that
the advisory Council of Iglesia ni
Cristo, or Church of Christ, was
responsible for abducting minis-
ters critical of church leaders and
financial abuse. The announce-
ment by the Justice Department
caps months of swirling rumors
about corruption and internal
feuds in the church, which has
been controlled by the founder’s
family for two generations.

Brown gave a concert in Manila
this week but was delayed from
leaving because of a fraud com-
plaint filed by a corporation run
by the church. It claims it had paid
Brown and a promoter $1 million
in advance for a New Year’s Eve
concert at the 55,000-seat
Philippine Arena, which he can-
celed without paying the money
back. Brown was allowed to leave
Manila late Friday after obtaining
clearance.

The church’s troubles are
apparently unrelated to its tiff
with Brown, but could be far more
damaging to its reputation by
exposing the depth of internal
squabbles in the 101-year-old
movement.  It is also likely to
unmask the strong grip it has on
its 2.3 million members. The feud
within the close-knit church
became public this week when
the mother and a brother of the
group’s head, Eduardo Manalo,
were expelled after they sought
help from other members in a
YouTube message, saying they
were in danger and that several
ministers had gone missing.

Various anomalies 
The brother, Felix Nathaniel

Manalo, spoke out on Thursday
against what he said were various
anomalies in the church’s opera-
tions, saying funds “are being used
up in all sorts of projects which we
don’t even need.” One of the proj-
ects, he said, was the Philippine
Arena, claimed to be the world’s
biggest indoor stadium where
Brown was to have performed last
New Year’s Eve and where the

100th anniversary of the move-
ment was celebrated last year.

“We have been threatened by
the Council ... because they say we
are opposing the leader,” he said.
“We love our brother, but the
problem is those around him.”
Another mysterious expense by
the church, which was not men-
tioned by Felix Nathaniel, was its
purchase of the U.S. ghost town of
Scenic, South Dakota, for less than
$800,000, the same year that con-
struction of the arena began. The
church has not disclosed its plan
for the abandoned town.

Isaias Samson, a minister and
former editor-in-chief of the
Iglesia newspaper, told reporters
that he, his wife and son were held
under “house arrest” by armed
guards allegedly on orders of the
church Council for a week before
they escaped early Thursday.”It is
very difficult to talk about things
that we know will damage the
Iglesia because of the actions of
some people,” he said, adding that
about 10 ministers have been
abducted.

With the controversy building
up, the Justice Department
announced it has opened an
investigation. The government
cannot intervene in Iglesia’s
squabbles but abductions are
crimes that the National Bureau of
Investigation will probe, Justice
Secretary Leila de Lima told
reporters. The church believes that
Jesus is the son of God, but it does
not believe in the Holy Trinity as
do Roman Catholics - the predom-
inant religion in the Southeast
Asian nation. Iglesia commands
political influence because its
members vote as a bloc in nation-
al elections, making them highly
sought after by politicians, espe-
cially presidential aspirants.

The movement’s founder, Felix
Manalo, broke away from the
Catholic Church and is regarded
by his followers as a prophet. He
died in 1963, and was succeeded
by his son, Erano Manalo, until his
death in 2009, when another
Manalo son took over as “execu-
tive minister.” Bienvenido
Santiago, Iglesia’s General
Evangelist, denied allegations of
abductions and said the church is
“not a family corporation.” — AP 

Rapper 50 Cent was ordered Friday to pay
another $2 million to a woman over a sex
tape, despite his pleas that he was short of

cash. A jury announced that it was imposing the
amount in punitive damages against 50 Cent,
bringing to $7 million the total amount he has to
pay over the case. The Florida-based woman,
Lastonia Leviston, said she felt vindicated after the
decision of the jury in New York. “I hope he learned
a lesson,” she was quoted saying by the Daily News.

A video that went online in 2009 depicted
Leviston in sex acts that were narrated by 50 Cent,
who disguised himself in a wig and spoke in an
artificially high voice to portray his character
“Pimpin’ Curly.” 50 Cent, whose real name is Curtis
James Jackson III, used the video to mock fellow
rapper Rick Ross, who was formerly in a relation-
ship with Leviston. 50 Cent apologized in court and
argued that he was not responsible for the video.

After the first set of damages, he filed for bank-
ruptcy protection, saying his liabilities and assets
were in the same range. The “Get Rich or Die Tryin’”

rapper testified that his lavish lifestyle was all a
facade and that he borrowed the fancy cars and
jewelry that he showed off in public. The $2 million
in punitive damages, however, is less than the $15
million in additional compensation sought by
Leviston’s lawyers.

The initial $5 million had been half damages for
violating Leviston’s civil rights and half for inten-
tionally inflicting emotional distress. Forbes maga-
zine estimated earlier this year that 50 Cent was
worth $155 million, having made $100 million in
2007 by selling his stake in energy drink
VitaminWater. 50 Cent, who lives in a Connecticut
mansion once owned by boxer Mike Tyson, told
the court he was worth $4.4 million Last year he
was ordered to pay $16 million on charges of
spreading trade secrets of headphone maker Sleek
Audio. — AFP 

Less than a year after releasing two albums simul-
taneously, Prince is ready with another that is
“super-experimental,” members of his accompa-

nying band say. Prince will call it “The Hit and Run
Album,” a reference to the pop icon’s recent string of
concerts which he announces on short notice.

3rdEyeGirl, the all-female trio that collaborated on
one of his twin albums last year, revealed details of the
project in an interview released Friday by BBC Radio 6
Music. The band said the new album would come out
“soon” and include “Hardrocklover,” a driving funk song
that Prince recently put online.

A member of the band-which consists of Donna
Grantis, Ida Nielsen and Hannah Ford Welton-called
the new album “super-experimental.” The album “defi-
nitely caters to those fans who just love to hear what
Prince has to say, rather than wanting to always hear
that classic ‘Purple Rain’ Prince sound,” said one of the
3rdEyeGirl members, who was not individually identi-
fied.

3rdEyeGirl, which plays with Prince in concert, said
it first heard the album at an after-party following
Prince’s private concert at the White House last month.

“It was all new music and everybody was having a
good time, digging it. Little did we know that we were
just jamming to a completely new album,” a band
member said.

The band said “The Hit and Run Album” was written
by Prince with Joshua Welton, who is married to
3rdEyeGirl member Welton and co-produced Prince’s
2014 solo album, “Art Official Age.” The 57-year-old’s
albums last year marked his return to label Warner
after a legendary split nearly two decades earlier,
when Prince wrote “slave” on his cheek and changed
his name to an unpronounceable symbol to protest
contractual terms.

The long reclusive artist has become more
engaged in recent months, releasing the song
“Baltimore” that deplored a series of deaths of African
Americans at the hands of police. But Prince has main-
tained his reputation for unpredictability. He recently
removed all of his work from streaming services other
than Tidal, which is run by rap mogul Jay Z. — AFP 

Brown parties in Macau as 
church faces legal probe

Grammy award-winning singer Chris Brown performs at a club in
Macau early yesterday. — AP 

This February 8, 2015 file photo shows Prince as he
presents an award on stage at the 57th Annual Grammy
Awards in Los Angeles. — AFP 

50 Cent to pay $7m
over sex tape

50 Cent

Prolific Prince ready with 
‘super-experimental’ album

Cameron Osceola vocalist of Osceola Brothers performs on stage at the Hard Rock Rising Barcelona global music festival on Friday, July 24, 2015, at
Platja del Forum in Barcelona, Spain. Hard Rock Rising Barcelona is Hard Rock’s first global music festival activation in Spain. — AP


