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WASHINGTON: Two stealthily recorded videos
show Planned Parenthood officials discussing
how they provide aborted fetal organs for
research. The videos have put the group and its
Democratic allies on the defensive. It’s unclear
how long the political damage may last or
whether Planned Parenthood has broken federal
law - as abortion foes contend. What’s clear is that
Republicans and anti-abortion groups are giving
no signs of letting the issue fade quickly. A look of
what’s happened and what may be ahead.

The story so far
Anti-abortion activists, under the banner of the

previously obscure Center for Medical Progress,
released two videos secretly recorded in 2014 and
2015 by people posing as buyers of fetal tissue.
One video shows their conversation with Dr.
Deborah Nucatola, Planned Parenthood’s senior
director of medical services; the other is with Dr.
Mary Gatter, one of the organization’s medical
directors. In both videos, the Planned Parenthood
officials discuss the amounts the group charges to
provide the organs and the abortion procedures
used to obtain the organs. Abortion opponents
say the videos show that Planned Parenthood is
illegally harvesting and selling the organs.
Planned Parenthood says it has done nothing
wrong and that the videos were deceptively edit-
ed to support extremists’ false claims.

The political problem
The business-like way the Planned

Parenthood officials are seen discussing abor-
tions, at times in grisly terms, has people from
all camps wincing. Planned Parenthood’s presi-

dent, Cecile Richards, has apologized for the
“tone and statements.” Senate Minority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he has seen no indica-
tion that the organization broke federal laws,
but that “should be looked into.” Rep. Gerald
Connolly, D-Va., said Democrats will not aban-
don their support for women’s reproductive
rights, but “nor are we going to defend the
indefensible.”

Abortion foes view the video as a political
boon. “When the curtain is drawn aside and
people get glimpse of what the argument is
about, at  the actual brutality of abortion, yes, it
helps pro-life candidates,” said Douglas

Johnson, top lobbyist for the National Right to
Life Committee.  Some Republicans warn
against going too far by escalating the fight
beyond Planned Parenthood itself. Polls show
more Americans prefer abortion rights to ban-
ning abortion, and some Republicans have
stumbled badly on the issue, including com-
ments about “legitimate rape” by defeated GOP
Senate candidate Rep. Todd Akin of Missouri.
“What you don’t want to get into is the pro-life
versus pro-choice debate,” said GOP consultant
Ron Bonjean. “Most Americans still mainly care
about the economy, jobs and national security.”

Next in congress
Three congressional committees are making

inquiries, including the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, which wants a briefing
from Nucatola. Planned Parenthood has not said
she would appear. The committee, chairman,
Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich., said in an interview
that “at the end of the day, she’ll testify” - by sub-

poenaing her if necessary. Hearings seem likely.
Numerous Republican lawmakers and presi-

dential candidates say they want to eliminate
Planned Parenthood’s federal funding, which
they have tried unsuccessfully before. That
effort can fire up conservative voters and
donors but stands little chance of surviving in
the Senate or getting President Barack Obama’s
signature. The fight could get ensnared in a pos-
sible budget battle this fall that might threaten
another government shutdown.] Planned
Parenthood’s most recent annual report says
that of its $1.3 billion budget, $528 million
comes from the government, though that
includes some money from states.

Planned parenthood and the law
Three federal laws are most frequently men-

tioned in arguments over whether illegality has
occurred. One bans for-profit sales of fetal tis-
sue, but allows the provider to recover the pro-
cedure’s costs. Nucatola and Gatter discuss
potential prices for providing tissue. Nucatola
mentions a range between $30 and $100 per
procedure; Gatter discusses $75 but doesn’t rule
out $100. Both say Planned Parenthood wants
to cover costs and not profit.

Another law bars providers from changing
“the timing, method or procedures” of abortions
to recover fetal tissue for research. Gatter men-
tions a “ less crunchy ” technique that can
increase the chances of recovering intact organs
and says she would not mind asking a Planned
Parenthood surgeon to consider that.  “They’re
both totally appropriate techniques, there’s no
difference in pain involved,” she says.

Nucatola says when a provider is attempting
to recover an organ, “you’re just kind of cog-
nizant of where you put your graspers” so
“you’re not going to crush that part.” She also
says, “You should always do the procedure the
same, and that’s what the providers try to do.” A
third law bans a procedure that opponents call
“partial-birth abortion,” in which a living fetus is
partly extracted from the mother as it is abort-
ed. Nucatola mentions that to avoid violating
that ban, some doctors use the drug digoxin,
which can be toxic to a fetus in sufficient
amounts.  California’s attorney general,  a
Democrat who plans to run for the Senate in
2016, is investigating at the request of four
Democratic members of Congress.

Disagreement over whether laws were broken
Planned Parenthood says the videos show no

illegal or improper actions, and that the group
does not profit by providing tissue to
researchers. Anti-abortion forces seem divided:
Some say the doctors’ words show law breaking,
others don’t go that far.

“There’s smoke there,” says Right to Life’s
Johnson, who wants the videos examined by
“people with investigative authority.” “The Weekly,”
a publication by the anti-abortion Southern
Baptist Convention, wrote recently that Planned
Parenthood’s practices seem “sadly and shocking-
ly legal,” and called for new laws. —AP
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MAINE: In this Oct 3, 2014, file photo, Cecile Richards, Planned Parenthood president,
speaks in Orono. Two stealthily recorded videos of Planned Parenthood officials
casually discussing how they provide aborted fetal organs for research have pushed
the group and its Democratic allies onto the defensive. —AP

KOMBEWA: A mother holds her baby as she receives a new malaria vaccine
as part of a trial at the Walter Reed Project Research Center. —AP

LONDON: The European Medicines Agency
is recommending the world’s leading
malaria vaccine be licensed even though it
is only about 30 percent effective and that
protection fades over time. In a statement
published on Friday, the agency said it had
“adopted a positive scientific opinion” for
the vaccine’s use outside the European
Union, a regulatory process that helps
speed new medicines to the market. The
vaccine, known as Mosquirix and made by
GlaxoSmithKline, would be the world’s first
licensed shot against a parasitic disease;
previous studies have shown it protects
about one third of children.

“This is not the big game changer that
we were hoping for,” said Dr. Martin De
Smet, a malaria expert at Doctors Without
Borders. “The vaccine itself remains disap-
pointing but this is an important step for-
ward,” he said. Still, De Smet said the vac-
cine could help reduce the huge burden of
malaria: there are about 200 million cases

and more than 500,000 deaths every year,
mostly in African children. “In countries
where children get four to six episodes of
malaria a year, this will make a big differ-
ence,” he said, warning people to continue
using protective bed nets.

Gregory Hartl,  a World Health
Organization spokesman, said the
European Medicines Agency decision was
“not a recommendation to use this vaccine”
and that WHO would issue its own assess-
ment by November. He said that would
take into account other factors not consid-
ered by the European regulator, including
logistics and cost-effectiveness. WHO had
previously set a target of 2015 for having a
malaria vaccine that was at least 50 percent
effective with protection lasting longer
than one year. De Smet suggested coun-
tries with year-round malaria cases would
benefit the most. “We cannot afford to not
make use of an additional tool, even if (it is)
highly imperfect,” he said. —AP
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PROVIDENCE: A mysterious blast on a Rhode
Island beach likely was caused by the combustion
of hydrogen gas that had built up because of a
corroded copper cable under the sand, investiga-
tors announced Friday.

Officials have spent nearly two weeks trying to
figure out what happened on July 11 at Salty Brine
Beach in Narragansett, when witnesses heard a
large boom and a woman from Connecticut was
sent flying through the air into a jetty. Police
almost immediately ruled out an explosive device
or intentional act, but scientists were stumped
about what could have caused the blast. Janet
Coit, director of the state Department of
Environmental Management, said Friday that sci-
entists at the University of Rhode Island Graduate
School of Oceanography had pinpointed it to
hydrogen released by the corrosion of an aban-
doned copper cable that previously was used by
the U.S. Coast Guard.

Scientists and officials believe the beach is safe
and that the explosion was the result of a rare
combination of events. “The beach has been
trenched, dug and aerated, and we’ve got no con-
cerns for public safety,” Coit said. Coit said scientists
took 10 samples to test the beach for hydrogen on
Friday and didn’t detect any. Arthur Spivack, an
oceanographer with expertise in geo-chemistry at
the oceanography school who worked on finding
the cause, said hydrogen combustion is about the
simplest chemical reaction there is.

‘The right mixture’ 
“All you need is hydrogen and oxygen in the

right mixture and it can combust,” he said.
“Everything we observed is consistent with hydro-
gen combustion.” Spivack said scientists tested
more than 300 samples of sand last week and
found some pockets that had about 10,000 times
the expected level of hydrogen. It takes a very
small amount of energy to ignite hydrogen, and
even static electricity from hair can do it, Spivack
said. The woman who was injured had been smok-
ing at the beach earlier in the day, but officials
don’t know if she was smoking right before the
explosion, Coit said.

Investigators are inspecting other beaches, but
state officials believe Salty Brine is the only state
beach with Coast Guard cables running under-
neath the sand, Coit said. The Coast Guard is not
required to remove abandoned cables, she said.
It’s standard protocol for the Coast Guard to leave

abandoned cables in place because removing
them could disturb the environment, said Coast
Guard spokeswoman Cynthia Oldham. The Salty
Brine Beach cables were removed during the
investigation. The Coast Guard is trying to deter-
mine if there are cables under any other beaches
in Rhode Island and how many, Oldham said. Coit
said investigators will be looking into whether
anyone should be held liable for the explosion, but
their first priority was figuring out the cause.
Kathleen Danise, 60, of Waterbury, Connecticut,
suffered two fractured ribs and bruises in the blast.
The beach fully reopened on Tuesday. This story
has been corrected to show that the Coast Guard
is trying to determine if there are cables under any
other beaches. —AP

WASHINGTON: Move over sweet
and salty: Researchers say we have
a distinct and basic taste for fat,
too. But it’s nowhere near as deli-
cious as it sounds. They propose
expanding our taste palate to
include fat along with sweet, salty,
bitter, sour and relative newcomer
umami.

A research team at Purdue
University tested look-alike mix-
tures with different tastes. More
than half of the 28 special tasters
could distinguish fatty acids from
the other tastes, according to a
study published in the journal

Chemical Senses. Past research
showed fat had a distinct feel in the
mouth, but scientists removed tex-
ture and smell clues and people
could still tell the difference.

“The fatty acid part of taste is
very unpleasant,” study author
Richard Mattes, a Purdue nutrition
science professor, said Thursday. “I
haven’t met anybody who likes it
alone. You usually get a gag reflex.”
Stinky cheese has high levels of the
fat taste and so does food that goes
rancid, Mattes said.  Yet we like it
because it mixes well and brings
out the best of other flavors, just

like the bitter in coffee or choco-
late, he added.

To qualify as a basic taste, a fla-
vor has to have unique chemical
signature, have specific receptors in
our bodies for the taste, and people
have to distinguish it from other
tastes. Scientists had found the
chemical signature and two specific
receptors for fat, but showing that
people could distinguish it was the
sticky point. Initially Mattes found
that people couldn’t quite tell fat
tastes when given a broad array of
flavors. But when just given yucky
tastes - bitter, umami, sour - they

could find the fat.
The team started out with 54

people, but concentrated on the
results from 28 who were better
tasters in general. Mattes and col-
leagues proposed calling the taste
“oleogustus” (Oh-leo-GUS’-tus) after
Latin for fat taste. There is no single
scientific authority that names
senses. Robin Dando, a Cornell
University food scientist who
wasn’t part of the research, praised
the study as “a pretty strong piece
of evidence” for a basic fat taste,
but didn’t like the suggested name
- preferring to just call it fat. —AP

SYDNEY: Rising sea levels from climate
change are a threat to sea turtle popula-
tions as eggs laid on beaches become
submerged in saltwater, Australian scien-
tists said. Eggs buried by female turtles in
usually “high and dry” areas on beaches
could be inundated by rising sea levels
and storm surges, a study by researchers
from Australia’s James Cook University
said. Published in the Royal Society Open
Science journal, the report focused on
nests at the world’s largest green sea tur-
tle nesting rookery at Raine Island on
Australia’s far northeast coast.

Eggs submerged for one to three
hours did not experience a “significant
level” of mortality but those underwater
for six hours saw a 40 percent rise in tur-
tle embryo deaths. “We are trying to
anticipate the early effects,” lead
researcher David Pike said. “In some
places it only takes a small rise in sea lev-

els, when combined with a storm or a
king tide, to inundate what had previous-
ly been secure nesting sites.” Pike said
one way to protect the eggs was by
using volunteers to move the nests fur-
ther away from the shoreline.

“We might be able to save them with
people power,” Pike said. “ The
Queensland Department of Environment
and Heritage Protection has also been
out moving sand around the island to
provide turtles with higher elevation
nesting sites.” The green turtle popula-
tion on Raine Island, which is located on
the northern tip of the Great Barrier Reef
off Queensland’s coast, is also under
threat from habitat loss, boats and pollu-
tion. As many as 60,000 female green tur-
tles swim from breeding grounds in
countries such as Indonesia and Papua
New Guinea to the island to lay their
eggs during nesting season.—AFP

typhoon kills 
11,000 farmed 
tuna in Japan

TOKYO: A powerful typhoon which lashed
Japan last week has killed more than 11,000
farmed bluefin tuna, costing over $10 million
in damage, local media said yesterday.
Typhoon Nangka made landfall in south-
western Japan on the night of July 16 and
slowly moved northward before turning into
a tropical depression.

Torrential rain and gusts of wind wreaked
havoc in various parts of western Japan, also
causing high waves and clouding sea water
in the fish farm near the Pacific coastal town
of Kushimoto, Kyodo News and the Asahi
newspaper reported. The storm caused the
sensitive bluefin tuna to panic, the Asahi said,
with the Mainichi daily saying the waves had
driven many of them into a barrier.

The loss of the bluefin tuna-a pricy delica-
cy served as sushi-cost growers about 1.29
billion yen ($10.42 million), the reports said
citing the local government.  A local govern-
ment official was not immediately available
at weekend. Bluefin is usually the most
expensive fish available at Tokyo’s Tsukiji, the
biggest fish and wholesale seafood market in
the world, with a 180-kilogramme (380
pound) wild tuna auctioned for 4.51 million
yen ($36,400) in January. —AFP
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ROQUEFORT: In this file photo, Bernard Roques checks a Roquefort cheese as it matures in a cellar. —AP 

Sea turtle nests at risk 
from climate change

Mystery beach blast in Rhode 
Island blamed on hydrogen


