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BUDAPEST: Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain steers his car during the qualification at the Hungarian Formula One Grand Prix. —AP

BUDAPEST: Formula One world champion
Lewis Hamilton took pole position for the
Hungarian Grand Prix yesterday with a blister-
ing lap more than half a second faster than
downcast Mercedes team mate Nico Rosberg.

The two title rivals will line up together on
the front row on Sunday, with Ferrari’s four
times champion Sebastian Vettel and Red
Bull’s Australian 2014 race winner Daniel
Ricciardo behind them on the second row. The

pole was Hamilton’s ninth in 10 races this sea-
son, the 47th of his career and left the Briton
perfectly placed for a fifth career win at the
Hungaroring.

Hamilton leads Rosberg by 17 points
before a race that marks the halfway point of
the season. “I’m incredibly happy with the
weekend, I can’t remember having a perform-
ance as good as this,” said Hamilton, who has
now been on pole five times in Hungary and

went fastest in all three practice sessions. “I’m
liking the weather, loving the city. I love the
track, it feels a bit like an old go-kart circuit
that we used to race on many years ago.”

Rosberg, who has won three times to
Hamilton’s five victories this season, was on
pole in Hungary last year but had no response
to his team mate this time on a hot and hazy
afternoon. “I don’t have an explanation,” he
said. “I just didn’t find the pace. It’s been a bit

up and down all weekend, I’m definitely not
happy with how it went today.”

Behind the top four, Ferrari ’s Kimi
Raikkonen qualified fifth with fellow-Finn
Valtteri Bottas lining up sixth for Williams. Red
Bull’s Russian Daniil Kvyat and Brazilian Felipe
Massa, for Williams, share the fourth row.
McLaren, a team with an impressive record in
Hungary, endured another tough afternoon
with Fernando Alonso pushing his broken

down car back to the pitlane likely to be one
of the year’s enduring images.

The second phase of qualifying was red-
flagged to allow marshals to help the sweating
Spaniard get the McLaren off the track.

Alonso will line up in 15th place with team
mate Jenson Button alongside in 16th. Both
drivers took their first grand prix win in
Hungary but even a point will be a bonus this
time around. —Reuters

Hamilton takes Hungary pole

Historic Jamaica, sluggish 
Mexico vie for Gold Cup

PHILADELPHIA: Jamaica’s “Reggae Boyz”
have already made history as they enter
today’s Gold Cup final against an underper-
forming Mexico side with much to explain
even if it takes the trophy.

The Jamaicans became the first
Caribbean team to reach the championship
match of the biennial North American
regional football tournament by stunning
the United States 2-1 in the semi-finals.

“We’ve just put one of the big boys out,
so it just shows that we can hang with the
best right now,” Jamaican striker Giles
Barnes said. “That’s our confidence builder
going into the final.

“We don’t fear anybody.” Mexico, mean-
while, has needed controversial foul calls to
set up late penalty kick goals to barely
escape Costa Rica in the quarter-finals and
Panama in the semi-finals, with both extra-
time losers having asked organizers for a
formal investigation into “officiating irregu-
larities.” “It disgraces the tournament,”
Panama coach Hernan Dario Gomez said.
“The final loses beauty and spectacle.”

Costa Rican officials went so far as to ask
that the entire referees technical committee
be removed and South American referees
be used when the penultimate round of
Confederation of North, Central American
and Caribbean Association Football (CON-
CACAF) begins in November.

“The referee was very bad,” Mexican
coach Miguel Herrera said. “But this hap-
pens. Sometimes there is controversy. It’s
not our doing.”

Nevertheless, El Tricolores will be favored
to beat Jamaica and stretch their record tro-
phy total to seven as well as take a third
crown in the past four Cups contested.

“Mexico is one of the best teams in our
region. They play fantastic football,”
Schaefer said. “We have played well. We
have shown we can score. We play well as a
team. We do this for the country and for
each other.” 

Mexico escaped the quarter-final 1-0
after captain Andres Guardado converted a
penalty beyond the 120th minute on a foul
called for what appeared to be a Mexican
player hurling himself to the pitch. After
playing a man down for 64 minutes,
Panama led Mexico 1-0 in the semi-final
only to see a penalty shot awarded Mexico
in the 89th minute, one the sparked a melee
as players and coaches on both sides nearly
came to blows.  A penalty kick, off a foul all
agreed was legitimate, came just beyond
the 105th minute to send Mexico onward
again.

With several CONCACAF officials among
those facing US charges for bribery in a fed-
eral probe into FIFA, the sanctioning body’s
credibility had already taken a blow even
before the latest sense by some that Mexico,
and its huge set of supporters and viewers,
were going to reach the final no matter
what. The Jamaicans’ best prior Gold Cup
showing was a share of third in 1993, but
taking only their second victory in 23
matches against the Americans made histo-
ry for all Caribbean sides.

“Our team brought tremendous spirit,”
said Jamaican coach Winfried Schaefer. “I
hope we can bring the same in
Philadelphia.”

Schaefer warned that it was too soon to
celebrate after the US upset and the
“Reggae Boyz” were happy to wait. “It will be
even sweeter,” Barnes said, “when we lift the
Cup today.” —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Still recovering from a shock semi-
final loss to Jamaica, the United States seeks
redemption against Panama in late yesterday’s Gold
Cup third-place consolation match with an eye on
key upcoming contests.

The Americans were beaten 2-1 Wednesday by
the “Reggae Boyz” while Mexico needed extra time
and two penalty kick goals to subdue 10-man
Panama 2-1. That set the stage for a consolation
match replay of a US-Panama group stage meeting
that ended in a 1-1 draw, although both teams suf-
fered intense losses. Panama coach Hernan Dario
Gomez called his team’s loss a robbery thanks to
poor referee calls while the Americans deal with a
humbling loss to a team that had beaten them only
once in 22 prior meetings.

“There’s no choice but to move ourselves for-
ward,” US captain Michael Bradley said. “Obviously
it’s a disappointment. But we will be back at it.

There’s no other way to go.”
US goalkeeper Brad Guzan pointed to road wins

last month against top-10 foes, 4-3 at the Dutch and
2-1 at reigning World Cup champion Germany, to
say the loss was not a spirit crusher for the
Americans. 

“It’s disappointing, but we will pick ourselves up.
It doesn’t make us a bad team,” Guzan said. “It
doesn’t erase a lot of the good stuff we’ve done.
Just as when we beat Holland and Germany, a single
game doesn’t define us.”

What it will do is force the US team to play the
winner of Sunday’s final for a berth in the 2017
Confederations Cup, a key warmup event in Russia
for the 2018 World Cup.

“It’s a loss in a tournament that was very impor-
tant for us, but now we’ve got to pick ourselves up
and make sure we’re ready for the playoff,” Guzan
said. —AFP

FRANCE: Chris Froome said he felt like
he was “dying a thousand deaths” on the
final climb to Alpe d’Huez as he all but
secured a second Tour de France victory
yesterday.

The 30-year-old Briton revealed he
had been struggling with illness for a
few days after holding off a stirring fight-
back by Nairo Quintana. “I won’t be lying
if I say that there were a few moments
when I thought:  ‘this will be tough here’,”
said the Team Sky leader.

“But we were getting time checks
every few minutes and it was comforting
to see the gap wasn’t suddenly jumping
up by 30 seconds; it was moving up by
five or 10 seconds at a time so it was
manageable. “I was on my limits, it felt
like I was dying a thousand deaths today
but being with my teammates makes it a
little bit more manageable and I had a
little left to do that last kilometre and
limit those losses.” On his illness, he
added: “Since the second rest day I’ve
been a bit chesty, tight-chested with a
bit of a cough.”

Quintana had launched a last gasp
attack on the 13.8km hors category and
iconic climb to the finish of the 110.5km
20th stage from Modane.

And as he eked out an increasing gap
to Froome, eating into the 2min 38sec
deficit with which he’d started the day,
the Briton admitted he was worried the
Tour was getting away from him.

“It really was tough today but at the
finish it was incredible, an incredible
feeling and emotion,” said Froome.
Frenchman Thibaut Pinot salvaged
something from his disappointing Tour
with 

victory on the penultimate stage but
it was the battle between Froome and
Quintana that really mattered. Quintana
finished second, 18sec behind Pinot, but
Froome dug in to finish the stage fifth,
just 1min 20sec behind Quintana.

The Colombian took six bonus sec-
onds on the line but that still left him
1min 12sec short of overhauling Froome
ahead of Sunday’s final stage, which will
culminate in Paris.

That gap was less than the minute-
and-a-half Quintana had given up to
Froome almost three weeks ago on the
second stage when he was caught
behind a crash in crosswinds.

“I gave everything right from the first
week. We (Movistar) had some difficul-
ties because we were caught up in a
crash and I lost 1min 30sec-that’s what
lost me the Tour,” said Quintana.

Just as in 2013, Froome, 30, has
fought off an Alpine comeback from
Quintana to beat the 25-year-old
Movistar leader to Tour success. His Sky
manager Dave Brailsford told ITV4 that it
had been closer than they  expected. “It
was a bit close in the end. I think after
everything he’s endured, Chris has
shown his real mettle,” said Brailsford. 

The final battle took place on the
climb to the finish at Alpe d’Huez.
Today’s final stage to Paris is nothing
more than a procession and barring an
unlikely crash, Froome will be crowned
Tour champion. But Quintana did not
give up easily and first attacked on the
hors category Col de la Croix de Fer
some 60km from the finish.

Then again, right from the foot of the
climb to Alpe d’Huez, Quintana
launched the first of four attacks before
finally getting away.

From there it was a race against time
as Quintana tried to hunt down Pinot for
the stage win, while also aiming to claw
back his deficit to Froome for overall
success. By the end, though, Quintana
had come up short on both counts. “It
was the last day and I had to try, I had to
go for it,” said Quintana.

“I thought we could get away on the
Col de la Croix de Fer but it didn’t work.
“I tried again on the final climb and got
some time but it wasn’t enough and I
lost the Tour.”

Froome said he expects Quintana to
be back next year pushing him hard
again. “He’s young, he’s very strong and
has a great mentality. He races hard, and
at the right times,” said Froome. “He’s got
a great future and I think next year we’ll
come back to do battle again.”—AFP

Ill Froome ‘died a
thousand deaths’

FRANCE: Britain’s Chris Froome, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, celebrates
on the podium of the twentieth stage of the Tour de France cycling race. —AP

Humbled US begins fightback

PHILADELPHIA: Jamaica’s Joel Grant (16) warms up with a training mask on during a CONCACAF
Gold Cup soccer practice session. Jamaica is scheduled to face Mexico in a CONCACAF Gold Cup soc-
cer match today. —AP


