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MELBOURNE: Sharing a coach, a home
and a childhood dream to win gold for
Australia in the Olympic pool, Cate and
Bronte Campbell will also share the
spotlight when they compete against
each other at the Kazan world champi-
onships.

The sprint sisters have always been
close but in recent years have become
almost inseparable in competition. Two
years Bronte’s senior, 23-year-old Cate
brings the 100 metres freestyle title to
Kazan and the year-best time of 52.69
seconds.

Bronte is fourth on the timesheets,
less than four-tenths of a second
behind. The 50 metres freestyle is even
tighter, with Cate leading with a time of
24.03 seconds ahead of her second-
placed sister. Being second to Cate has
been Bronte’s lot for the most part, but

the 21-year-old crashed through a psy-
chological barrier in April, when she
upset her to win a first national title in
the 50 metres freestyle. That ended a
run of six straight runnerup finishes at
national championships behind her
more illustrious sister.

“It means I stop getting asked about
it,” Bronte told reporters at the time. “No
one is going to ask me ‘when is it going
to happen’ which is an impossible ques-
tion anyway.”

Though the times have become
tighter and the competition more
intense, the Campbells remain firm
friends outside the pool, perhaps mind-
ful that each owe their success and
future prospects to the other. Australia’s
love of an Olympic swimming champi-
on has long placed a heavy load on
individuals, but the Campbells will share

the burden of expectation at the world
titles and for their expected assault at
the Rio Games next year.

The burden falls a bit heavier on
Cate’s shoulders, given her crushing dis-
appointment at the London Olympics.
Some three inches taller than Bronte
and possessing the perfect physique for
slicing through water, Cate won gold in
the 4x100m freestyle relay at London
but fell ill with pancreatitis and had to
withdraw from the individual event
which many favoured her to win.

Not quite so blessed with her sister’s
proportions, Bronte needs more strokes
to complete a lap so her ability to all but
match Cate has been seen as a testa-
ment to her fighting spirit.

Their coach Simon Cusack says nei-
ther swimmer needs much direction.
“ They have an intimate feel for the

water. They feel the water on their
hands and their limbs, it is instinctual
and almost impossible to teach,” Cusack
told The Australian newspaper in a
recent interview.

Sibling acts are a rarity in elite swim-
ming, but Australia has produced a dis-
proportionate share, starting with Frank
and Lily Beaurepaire, who became the
country’s first siblings to compete at an
Olympics at the 1920 Games in
Antwerp.

John and Ilsa Konrads both took
medals at the 1960 Rome Games, with
John winning the 1500m freestyle and
Ilsa taking silver in the 4x100m freestyle
relay.

Emma McKeon, who won two
freestyle relay silvers at the 2013 world
championships, will compete at Kazan
and her brother David will contest the

200, 400 and 800 freestyle.
Australia have not toasted an indi-

vidual Olympic champion in the pool
since the 2008 Beijing Games. London
yielded the lowest Olympic medal haul
in 20 years and a raft of damaging
reviews into the team’s culture.

With telegenic looks and squeaky-
clean images, both the Campbell sisters
fit the bill  to become the country ’s
newest ‘golden girls’, role models both
in and out of the pool.

Kazan will test the sisters’ bond but
Cate insists blood will always be thicker
than water. “I would hope I would be
graceful but if (Bronte) was beating me
regularly it would be hard,” she told The
Australian. “But I would never let some-
thing l ike a swimming race come
between us.  I t  is  just a swimming
race.”—Reuters

Australian sibling rivalry to heat up Kazan pool

CHITTAGONG: Cricket officials walk across the playing surface as the rain delayed play on the fourth day of the first cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and South Africa at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium. —AFP

CHITTAGONG: The first cricket Test between
Bangladesh and South Africa ended in a draw
yesterday after rain washed out the fifth day’s
play in Chittagong.

With no chance of a result in the weather-bat-
tered match, officials called off play at noon
(0600 GMT).South Africa captain Hashim Amla
said he was disappointed over the loss of play-
ing hours.

“It goes without saying that when you come
all the way from South Africa you really want to
play Test cricket,” Amla said at the post-match
press conference.

“But these things you can’t really control. So
there’s no use getting frustrated about it,” he
said. “The game was poised in our favour I feel,
but there’s nothing you can do about it.”

This was the first draw for Bangladesh against
South Africa after defeats in previous eight Tests,
seven by an innings margin.Bangladesh captain
Mushfiqur Rahim said he was expecting a better
result, especially after taking the first innings
lead.

“Yes, it’s frustrating. It was really positive for
us to take the lead against the world’s top-
ranked Test side,” Rahim said after the match.

“If there had been a complete match, the
result could have been different. We can only
take positives from the match. 

“Bowling them out cheaply and then scoring
over 300 runs against them first time, taking the
lead, the batting of top and late order are posi-

tives for us.” 
Rain had washed out the entire fourth day’s

play and some 50 overs were lost on the second
and third days at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium.

South Africa, who scored 248 in the first
innings, bowled out Bangladesh for 326 before
making 61-0 in their second knock.

Bangladesh’s first innings total was their high-

est ever against the Proteas, the top-ranked Test
team. Stiaan van Zyl remained unbeaten on 33
and Dean Elgar was 28 not out for South Africa.

Bangladesh’s pace debutant Mustafizur
Rahman was judged man of the match for his 4-
37, including three wickets in an over in the first
innings. The home side named an unchanged
squad for the second and final Test, which will be
played in Dhaka from July 30. —Reuters

Rain-hit Bangladesh

SA Test ends in draw

South Africa 1st innings (T. Bavuma 54; Mustafizur
Rahman 4-37, Jubair 
Hossain 3-53)
Bangladesh first innings:
Tamim Iqbal b Elgar 57
Imrul Kayes st de Kock b van Zyl 26
Mominul Haque v Harmer 6
Mahmudullah lbw b Philander 67
Mushfiqur Rahim lbw b Steyn 28
Shakib Al Hasan c Duminy b Harmer 47
Litton Das c de Kock b Harmer 50
Mohammad Shahid c van Zyl b Philander 25
Taijul Islam c Elgar b Steyn 9
Mustafizur Rahman c Duminy b Steyn 3
Jubair Hossain not out 0
Extras (lb 7, nb1) 8
Total (for five wickets; 94 overs) 252
Fall of wickets: 1-46 (Imrul), 2-55 (Mominul), 3-144

(Tamim), 4-178 (Mahmudullah), 5-195 (Rahim), 6-277
(Shakib), 7-311(Shahid), 8-319 (Das), 9-325 
(Taijul), 10-326 (Mustafizur)
Bowling: Steyn 22.1-5-78-3, Philander 20-2-40-2 (nb1),
Morkel 19-2-52-0, Harmer 35-8-105-3, van Zyl 13-4-23-1,
Elgar 3-0-6-1, Duminy 4-0-15-0.

South Africa 2nd innings
S. van Zyl not out 33
D. Elgar not out 28
Extras 0
Total (no wicket; 21.1 overs) 61
To bat: H. Amla, F. du Plessis, T Bavuma, Q de Kock, J.
Duminy, V. Philander, D. Steyn, S. Harmer, M. Morkel.
Bowling: Mustafizur 5-0-21-0, Taijul 2-0-4-0,
Mahmudullah 1-1-0-0, Shakib 5-0-19-0, Shahid 6-1-12-0,
Jubair 2.1-1-5-0.
Result: Match drawn

SCOREBOARD 
CHITTAGONG: Final scores of the first Test between Bangladesh and South Africa at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong yesterday:

LONDON: England paceman Stuart Broad
insists the team’s crushing 405-run defeat
by Australia in the second Ashes Test at
Lord’s last week was not “the end of the
world”.

The teams head to Edgbaston for the
third Test of a five-match series starting on
Wednesday with Australia-looking to win
their first Ashes campaign in Britain since
2001 — widely regarded as having the
edge. But Broad, 29, said there was no rea-
son why England, who won the first Test in
Cardiff by 169 runs, could not bounce back
at Edgbaston.

“A lot has been written this week about
it being the end of the world, like we’re los-
ing 10-0,” Broad told Britain’s Daily
Telegraph yesterday.

“But actually, it’s 1-1. They’ve played fan-
tastically one week, we’ve played fantasti-
cally one week.” Broad, a three-time Ashes
winner, said England needed to forget
about their humiliation at Lord’s.

“It ’s crucial that we don’t get to
Edgbaston still hung over or fearing what
happened at Lord’s,” he said. “We need to
be quite clear that we performed badly, but
this is a new week.”

Australia’s Mitchell Johnson took six for
80 at Lord’s, reviving memories of how the
left-arm fast bowler captured 37 wickets
during his side’s 5-0 home Ashes rout of
England in 2013/14.

Broad, however, said England were

largely responsible for the way in which
they were dismissed. “In the first innings
especially, the 10 wickets we lost, they
weren’t good balls,” he said.

“We gave them 10 wickets, and in Test
match cricket you’ve got to make teams
work hard for their wickets,” the 29-year-old
added. England have called up batsman
Jonny Bairstow to replace Yorkshire team-
mate Gary Ballance in what is set to be the
only change to the team that played at
Lord’s. Ian Bell is due to move up the order
to the number three position previously
occupied by Ballance, with Joe Root in next
and Bairstow at five.

“I think when we get to Edgbaston you’ll
see a very determined, steely, skilful bat-
ting line-up for England,” Broad said. 

“I think it’ll be a big change from Lord’s,”
he added after England were skittled out
for just 103 in their second innings at the
‘home of cricket’.

Meanwhile Broad said the fact the next
two Tests were at the Midlands venues of
Edgbaston and Nottingham’s Trent Bridge-
where he plays county cricket for
Nottinghamshire-would favour England.
“Let’s not forget that Edgbaston and Trent
Bridge are two fantastic grounds for the
England cricket team,” he said.

“We should have a lot of confidence. The
last test I played at Edgbaston, Cooky
(Alastair Cook) got 294 (against India in
2011) and we won by an innings.” —AFP

NEW DELHI: A New Delhi court yesterday
cleared Test fast bowler Shanthakumaran
Sreesanth and two other players of spot-
fixing during the Indian Premier League,
a lawyer and media reports said.

Indian prosecutors had filed charges
of cheating and conspiracy against the
players over their alleged links to an
organised crime syndicate during the
2013 edition of the Twenty20 competi-
tion. Two of Sreesanth’s teammates from
the Rajasthan Royals franchise, Ajit
Chandila and Ankeet Chavan, had also
been charged along with bookmakers
and underworld figures.

“The judge has passed the order and
discharged all the players. There is no
case against the players now,” a defence
lawyer told reporters outside the court
Saturday.

“All are discharged (from the case),” the
Press Trust of India (PTI) news agency
quoted additional sessions judge Neena
Bansal Krishna as saying while pronounc-
ing the order.

The three players were arrested in May
2013 along with scores of bookies as part
of a police investigation into the spot-fix-
ing scandal that caused outrage among
fans in the cricket-mad nation.

The players were later granted bail due
to lack of evidence. Gambling is mostly
illegal in India, but betting on cricket
matches thrives through underground

networks of bookies. Spot-fixing, in which
a specific part of a game but not the
result is fixed, is also illegal. Sreesanth,
who played 27 Tests for India, was alleged
to have been paid tens of thousands of
dollars after agreeing to deliberately
bowl badly in an IPL match. Delhi police
also said at the time of their arrest that his
teammates agreed to similar deals in two
other IPL matches. The players welcomed
the verdict Saturday, hugging family
members and friends. “It’s a huge relief. I
have nothing against anybody. God will-
ing I will return to cricket,” Sreesanth told
India’s NDTV network.

Chandila said “a bad dream” had come
to an end while Chavan said he was look-
ing forward to being able to play again
soon. The glitzy Twenty20 league, which
is broadcast around the world, is hugely
popular in India, with a number of teams
fronted by big Bollywood names. But it
has been dogged by corruption allega-
tions ever since its first edition in 2008. 

Earlier this month, a Supreme Court-
appointed panel suspended two of the
eight IPL teams after officials were found
guilty of illegally betting on matches.
International news organisations includ-
ing Agence France-Presse have suspend-
ed on-field coverage of matches hosted
by the BCCI since 2012 after the board
imposed restrictions on picture agen-
cies.—AFP

India court clears Sreesanth, 

others over IPL spot-fixing

NEW DELHI: Indian cricketer Shanthakumaran Sreesanth speaks on his mobile as he
leaves, following the judge’s pronouncement of the order discharging 36 accused in
the IPL-6 spot fixing case, Patiala Court in New Delhi. —AP

Broad backs England to 

recover in third Ashes Test

LONDON: The Australian team acknowledge the crowd after winning the match on the fourth day of the second Ashes cricket Test match
between England and Australia at Lord’s cricket ground in this file photo. —AFP


